FALCONS

W hatever sceptic conld inguire
for,
Hor every why, he had oo whers-
fore,'r

S AYS Hudibras, but it

would be very hard

to give the ©wherefore®

o the guestion: o Wy

has the fine old sport
of falconry died out???

LURIL

Gome are the days of Enight-
errantry—of gallant knights
" on richly caparisomed w5 steeds,
and ladies fair om VU ambling

palfrevs and all the para-
phernalia of this sport;
bt why so fascinating an
amusement shonld be allowed
to become amemory of the past
seems inaccountable.  An in-
expensive sporl, as compared
with fox-hunting or shooting
and fishing, when THOOTS, 1.
ors or rivers have to he rented
a sport in which the fair sex
can easily take part and one
which is devoid
of anything ap-
proaching cruelty
—it i3 hard to un-
derstand wliy fal-
conry has lost
casle with our
modern  sports-
men. InEngland,

AND FALCONRY.

Ly CAPTALX 1. 8. BLACKWELL.

of late wvears, spas-
medic  attempts  fo
revive faleonry have
been made, but
with poor success,
One diffiealty may
be the procuring of
the proper species of
hawks and ancther
the training of the
hirds ; but these are obstdcles which
wonld soon be overcome if falconry could
T omee resuscitated.  The peregrine [al-
cont has always lalkea the jwemier place
in the estimation of the falconer, A
handseme, shapely bird, with courage,
spred and endurance, the peregrine was
used for flving at large pame. Like
nearlyall of the raptorial order, the
female bird 15 much larger aod more
powerful than the male. This hawk
iz found in neatly every coun-
try, and from this  cirenm-
stande, and the lang flights it
has been known to take, it
o doubl acguired the title
of Faleo Peregii-
nug. Thelength of
the female bird is
about eighteen
inches; and that
of the male hird
three or four
nches less.

The rerfalcon 1
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the largest of
the falecon
tribe, amgl was
congidered o
take rank with the
female peregrine in
fiving at large
rame in the olden
daws, The gerfal-
con measures about six incles more than
the peregrine,

The hobby and the merlin are small but
beautiful birds, with great powers of flight
anda bigshare of pluck, Theyoften
have been knowt to Oy at and strike
hirds much larger than themselves,
These hawks—the latter especially
—were Lhe Tadies' favoritez in former
times when falconry was in its glory,

The kestrel is very cormmon, and hag
a beautiful and powerful flight, tat from
ils timid nature it is useless lor sporting
purpeses,  Theshort-winged hawks are
not true falcons but some of them can
be nsod for the gport.  The sparrow
hawlk and the goshawl are the best
adapted, but the buzzard, hen harmer
and kite can always he made subservi-
ent to the faleoner’s art. Like that cele-
Lrated receipt for hare soup, the primal
move in falconry 12 Lo rel the chiel agent
in the sport—the faleons.

The merlin or the sparrow hawk can
be easily procured, and perhaps the gos.
hawle; but the others, the
merfaleon and the Peregrine
particularly, can only be
obtained with dif- feulty,
But, like every- thing
elze, let the de-
wand once
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spritg up, and the supply wonld soon ap-
pear. Hawks are obtained by trapping
it nets or are lalen from the nest.  Those
lalken in the first way are known as hap-
gards, amd are by far the boldest and hest
hirds if they can be trained, ol (here is a
great deal in Lhat little
diftt Those taken from
the nest are koown as
branchers and evases.
‘I'he braneher isa bind Lthat
is qust able to fly, and the
evas is the woung hird
taken from the nest
and reared by land.
Haggards must, of
contse, he young
birds, for it would be
zelass o allempt tore-
claim an old bird. T
suppose TTis- Grace the
Thilke of Saint Albans,
who holds the fine fat
sinceure of Hereditary
Crand Faleowser to Tler
Majesty of Great Britain, sught to be
able to zive us hinfs in the manage-
mtent ad reclaiming (o nse the techni-
el term) of hawlks, but we shall have
tor doras best we cant without him,  The
reacing of the evas requires the greatest
care,  The food must eonsist of lean beef
or mutton cut up small, and fed Lot twice
a day—morning and evening.

The faleoner should alwavs use the
same cry to call Tis voung birds to-their
feed a3 he will nse in fraining them to
come to the lurs

The feeding of hawks in a captive slale
cxacts great attention. A certain
amount of fenthiers or fur mixed with
their food seems to be necessary to
imsure the proper action of the stont-
ach ;- and if this is not given ‘the
binds soon mepe and die.. As with
all the raptores, the fur and feathers
are ejected in a hard hall, and are
known as the castings, ‘The first
slage in lraining a young hawk is Lo
accustom it to the hood—a leather
headpivee which is constantly worn
except when the Dirdis Hown at its
quarry. Thereare different methods
of hringing a refractory « haggard '
. to subjection, hut, leaving them to
maore experienced hands, we will con-
fine ourselves to the more amenable
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evas. When  familiarized
to the hood, the bird must
flext be acenslomed to the
bells, jesses and leash
The first mentioned are
always kept on the hawk,
the belis being attached by
slips of Teather to the legs ;
the jesses are light little leather siraps with
aring at the'end of each, These are fast-
ened o the legs,and a light swivel on Lhe
endd of the leash can be hooked in the
rings. The leash is a thin strap, termi-
nating with a sills cord a few feet in length,

BT ER MY,

PEREGREINE FALOON.

Aceustoming the hawk 1o the jezses is
one of the lirst lessons to be taught, B
petting, and the bestowal of choice fid-
hits, the bird will in time come to lool:
on lhe master’s fist as a favorite perch.
When ecalling the hawk to the fist the
game ety or whistle mnstalways be given.
Aflera time the bird should be allowed
to fiv the length of its leash and cord;
and be hrought back to the fist at will,
Of courgs it st be trained o do this
without its hood.  The hawlk has also to
be broken to come at once to the lure,
which iz usually a bineh of shows feath-
ers of some sort, with o piece of raw
meat in the centre and a short cord at-
tached. By fecding
the hawk on flesh
tied to the lure, it
will wery soon learn
to iy to it at once
when it is waved in
the ajr, This will
be lesson Neo. 1 4n
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fiying. The hawl: will
be taken cut hutgry
by the master, and an
agsistant at @ short
distanee will swing the
lure about, The fal-
coner will allow his pu-
pil to see the lure well,
when he will east the
Lird off and the prob-
ahility iz that it will
atrilee at the lure, when
it should he allowed to
feed on the flesh.

The first fow lessons,
of course, must be given with the leash
attached, but whea perfectly assured of
the pupil's tractability, this and the jesses
may Le removed.  The st Hight at live
quarry must be at a pigeon o other hicd
eotilined by a long, light cord.

By degrees the hawl can at last he
salely Nown st wild eame, when the trajn-
et will be amply rewarded for all the time
and care he has bestowed on Lis feathered
fupil’s tunition.

Another important part of the training
of hawlks is leaching them to = wait on.”
This is training them o follow their
master when they are on the wing. Tao
aceoimplish this, the falcon s Tet loose in
sone opett space, such as common, heath
or down, when she will circle round the
[aleomer loolzing for thelnre, A favorable
opportutity must be watched for and a
pigeon flown 2o that she can easily eateh
it.  Having been put through this process
two or three times, on Deing relessed the
faleem will immediately rise above the
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