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TO

JOHN DAWSON DOWNES, ESQ.

My DEar SIr,

Tuis, little Work owes its existence
to you, and to you therefore I address it. But
‘for the instructions which you many years ago -
so kindly gave me, I could not myself have
reclaimed and managed Hawks ; and without
this practical knowledge of the art, I should
not have presumed to offer these few pages
to the public.

I am,
4 Dear Sir,
With great regard,

Your sincere and faithful Friend,

* J. S. SEBRIGHT.
Beechwood, Féb. 20th, 1826.






OBSERVATIONS,
. &e. &e.

HAWKING, the favourite diversion of our
ancestors, is now so fallen into disuse that the
Art of Falconry is in danger of being entirely
lost. Conceiving, however, in whateveriiti-
matiori we may hold it as an amusement, that
the method of reclaiming a wild bird must
always remain an object of curiosity, I have
been induced to commit to paper the following

observations on the subject:

They are the result, not only of my own"
experience, but of what I have learnt from the
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the hawk has bathed, he should be left to
plume himself on the beach, as long as he
remains.quiet, but he must be cautiously taken
up the moment he shews signs of uneasiness,
lest he1 should .bait in the creamce with a full
crop, which is always to be prevented by every
possible precaution. -

WEATHERING.

. To weather a hawk, is to-leave him un-
hooded - in- the - open air; eyesses may be
weathered on their blocks, but the passage
hawks should be placed. on a small hillock,
covered with turf, and a few mouthfulls of
food should be given to them when they
are. unhooded. : '

IMPING.

~ Whenllliny of the flight or tail feathers
of a hawk are accidéntally broken, the speed
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they bait. A space of about twenty inches
in length is left in the middle of the cage,
in which the falconer places himself, carrying
it by two straps that pass over his shoulders.
The hawks are tied upbn the cage as upon
a perch, and by this contrivance many may

‘be carried by one man.

The cage, and other instruments used
in falconry, are well described in the plates
of the French Encyclopedia, printed in 1751.

" FINIS.





















