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Zayed Left His Mark in History

Great men are those who make history, place nations on the world

map, and do the impossible to make the dreams of their people come

true.

Great men are a gift from God to nations and peoples, and when we
think of great men throughout modern Arab history, the late Sheikh
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan comes to mind. He was a loving father and
wise leader who built a modern nation through the hardest of circum-
stances. The late Sheikh Zayed embodied humanity and the many
mosques built, the cities and villages brought to life, and the wells,
roads and orphanages that came into being will always be evidence of

this compassion.

Sheikh Zayed's legacy is filled with immeasurable achievements,
the most prominent of which was the establishment of the United Arab Emirates in

1971.

Although, our father, teacher and leader passed away on November 2, 2004 he left

us in body only, as he will remain in the hearts of the people, and will always inspire
us in the present and future. He left us a secure and prosperous nation with the capa-
ble and dedicated leadership of HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of

the UAE.

Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs

*This article was published in Issue 23-2004
of International Falconer magazine.

With the demise of Sheikh Zayed bin
Sultan Al Nahyan, President and founding
father of the United Arab Emirates on 2nd
November 2004, the world was bereft of
arguably one of the greatest conservationists
of this century whose forthright vision of
falconry and conservation long preceded the
present-day global conservationists' move-
ment.

Dubbed as the fore-runner of contempo-
rary falconers and conservationists across
the world, Sheikh Zayed was born a conser-
vationist. His rise to prominence marked the
beginning of an era. Although he was born
into a harshly inhospitable environment of
the Arabian deserts where the Bedouins
eked out a living through hunting, young
Zayed foresaw the need to strike a balance
between preservation of the ancestral her-
itage of falconry and hunting on the one
hand, and ensuring the long-term survival of
falcons and of their prey on the other.

By any stretch of imagination, his
vision constituted a far-sighted view that
came to be known to modern conservation-
ists as "sustainable hunting". Clearly, Sheikh

Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan

Chairman of the Emirates Falconers' Club.

Zayed was not only ahead of his own gener-
ation but also far ahead of the entire world-
wide conservationist movement. By mid-
1930s, Sheikh Zayed became both fal-
coner and conservationist with

fully blossomed vision of con-




servation. This was an encompassing vision
in which he envisioned a transformed con-
servation-friendly society. In the social
arena, Zayed was undisputedly the epitome
of Arab falconry. He exhibited an enormous
ontological and intuitive knowledge of
Mother Nature, thus enabling him to capture
the imagination of his Bedouin society.

He also introduced a humane face into
the concept of the sports of falconry which
he considered to be an invaluable heritage.
As he pursued his passion for falconry, his
skills were again unrivaled as chronicled by
the great British desert explorer, Sir Wilfred
Thesiger, who hunted with him over half a
century ago.

In a nutshell, Zayed stood for conserva-

In the early 1980s, Sheikh Zayed estab-
lished a falcon hospital at Al Khazna, out-
side Abu Dhabi, this later being followed in
1999 by the Abu Dhabi Falcon Hospital, part
of Abu Dhabi's Environmental Research and
‘Wildlife Development Agency, ERWDA.

In the sphere of species protection,
Sheikh Zayed was the first to discern the
threats posed o birds and animals species.
He set in motion a wide variety of projects
designed to protect the species. On the
directives of Sheikh Zayed, the Houbara
Breeding Programme began in Al Ain Zoo
(UAE) in 1977 where the first hatch was

tionists' values as a matter of
conviction and necessity. He
loved the nature and the wildlife
as never before. In the words of
renowned  British journalist
Patrick Seale who met him 1965
in his hometown of Al Ain where
he was governor, Sheikh Zayed
Knew every stone, every tree, and
every bird of his domain. Above
all, he understood the importance
of preserving every drop of water
and putting it to productive use.
Tree-planting was his passion.

With respect to his social
‘milieu, Zayed perceived falconry -not just as
a sport in itself, but as a companionship.
Unlike elsewhere in the world, falconry in
Arabia is a communal pursuit. And because
he was a master of falconry in his own right,
e hecame closer to the hearts and minds of
his people. His intimacy with his people was
one of the reasons why he remained such a
beloved and popular leader throughout his
reign.

‘What was uniquely fascinating about
Sheikh Zayed - the man and the conserva-
tionist - was his ability to remain focused on
his convictions and values. Even when he
became President of the seven-member fed-
eration of the United Arab Emirates, which

announced in 1982.
In 1989 the National
Avian Research
Centre, NARC,
which is now part of
ERWDA started a
breeding programme
for the  Asian
houbara, which, after
a slow start, pro-
duced over 200 birds
in 2004. The long-
term objective, deter-
mined by Sheikh
Zayed himself, is to
produce 10,000 of
Asian  houbara a
year, most to be
released to supplement wild stocks

In Morocco, he set up the Emirates
Centre for Wildlife Propagation in 1995, to
breed houbara for release into the wild.
Increasing success over the years saw a total
0f 2,150 birds being raised in 2004 as part of
astrategy o produce 5,000 birds by 2007. In
Pakistan, support was given for the forma-
tion of the Houbara Foundation
International. This collaborates closely with
the Pakistani Government to stamp out ille-
gal trapping, and also rehabilitates trapped
birds for release.

was established in 1971 after the British
withdrew from the Arabian Gulf, he was nei-
ther swayed by the affluence of modern life
nor by many responsibilities which he had to
shoulder.

Indeed, the emergence of the federation
marked the era when he was able to ensure
that his concern for conservation took on a
nation-wide approach, and a draft of legisla-
tion followed.

Prior to the federation, Zayed had
sharpened an advanced view on conserva-
tion in the early 1960s. For example, he
arranged, just in time, for the capture of two
breeding pairs of the Arabian Oryx for the
nucleus of a captive-breeding programme.
Today, 40 years later, there are well over
2,500 Arabian Oryxes in captivity in the
UAE, many on his own private nature
reserve island of Sir Bani Yas, along with
hundreds of other endangered species like

beneficiaries.

Sheikh Zayed's
efforts on falconry
and  conservation
continued unabated,
not just as a partici-
pant but also as a
source of numerous
initiatives that were
to have far-reaching
effect.

Of significance
in this respect was
his initiative  to
organize the first
World ~ Conference
on Falconry and
Conservation in Abu Dhabi at the end of
1976, which for the first time, brought fal-
coners from North America, Europe and the
Far East together with falconers from

the Arabian gazelle and the Scimitar-horned

Oryx.

In 1966, when he became Ruler of the
Enmirates of Abu Dhabi, then beginning its
rapid rise as an oil producer, Sheikh Zayed
created the Association for Animal Welfare,
a group of rangers who patrolled the deserts
to oversee the implementation of the ban on
the hunting of wildlife. The gazelle, the wild
doves and hare population were immediate

By 1995, Sheikh Zayed managed to
transform the use of falcons from wild to
captive-bred, and by 2002, the whole coun-
try was using 90% of the captive-bred fal-
cons into falconry, thus making the UAE the
first country in the Arab world to introduce
captive-bred falcons into falconry. It is
worth mentioning that NARC has also
developed a falcon captive breeding pro-
gramme in order o reduce the pressure on
the wild stock.

Like most Arab falconers, Sheikh Zayed
traditionally released many of his birds back
into the wild at the end of hunting season.
Sheikh Zayed Falcon Release Programme

Arabia. The conf acted as a launching
pad for a strategy devised by Sheikh Zayed
to bring falconers into the mainstream of
emerging conservation efforts.

It was at this time that captive-bred fal-
cons from Europe first began to appear in
Arabia, launching a trend that today sces
most UAE falconers choosing captive-bred
birds for preference, thus reducing the off.
take from wild stocks.

started in 1995. By 2004 a total of nearly
1,000 wild-caught sakers and peregrines
were successfully released back into the
wild along their migration routes in Pakistan
and Central Asia.

Sheikh Zayed actively encouraged his
fellow falconers to make greater use of cap-
tive- bred birds, and introduced a strict
licensing system for the trade in wild-
caught birds in the Emirates. Coupled with
the introduction of a ‘'falcon passport'
approved by the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of Flora
and Fauna, CITES, this has already
had a dramatic effect on

reducing trapping pressure in neighbouring
countries.

As can be discerned from the massive
efforts exerted over the years by Sheikh
Zayed, it is only fair to assert that his suc-
cess story is almost unparalleled any where
in the world. This explains why his endeav-
ors have received international accolades,
notably the Environment and Development
Award for 1993, the FAO Award for
Agricultural Development in 1995, the

Golden Panda Award from the WWF in
1997, a top French Award for combating
desertification in 1998, the UNESCO
Environment Chair, the Arab League Scarf
for Development and many other accolades.
All these accolades come as a well-deserved
recognition of the efforts of a man whose
monumental work will leave an enduring
effect for many generations to come.

Zayed lived and died with the values of
conservation at his heart. In his own words
he said: "Conservation of Nature is our
sacred duty and obligation. The ecological
balance should not be disturbed, for our sur-
vival is dependent upon it. We should play a
positive role in leaving this earth a 'greener'
place for the generations to come." Since his
death, he has received plaudits and praise
from around the world for his statesmanship
and for his achievements in building a mod-
e, developed, harmonious and tolerant
society in the United Arab Emirates.
Falconers worldwide owe him thanks, too,
for his far-reaching contributions to the sport
-or indeed art -that he loved so much.
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