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Only 850 strictly Limited Edition Prints 

Published, of these Two Highly Original 
Paintings by North Yorkshire Wildlife Artist 
- Philip Charles Turner. 

Would you like to be one of the 850 fortu-
nate people to own them, complete with 
Certificate of Authenticity. Each print is 
individually signed, titled and numbered. 

The Wildlife Artist Philip Charles Turner us-
ing watercolour/gouache, has here created 
pictures of unique quality. They each por-
tray the evocative and solitary mood of the 
birds of prey as seen in their truly natural 
environment. 

A single print of your choice £10, the pair 
£18 plus £2.50 P&P. 

AN IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFT 

Please make cheques/PO payable to: 

VISA 
	1 
	 "Oak  Studio, Scarborough", 

allow 28 days for delivery and send to: 

OAK STUDIO, 

3 South View, Burniston, Scarborough Y013 OHL 

Tel: 0723 870878 

MERLIN (Falco columbarius) 

GOSHAWK (Accipiter walls) 

BEN LONG, still malting  the best falconry equipment. 

The widest range, the finest quality. 

Often copied, never equalled. 
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BRYN HYFRYD ,RHYD-Y- MEUDWY, LLANELIDAN, RUTH IN, CLWYD. 
TELEPHONE: 08245 -742. 
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Welcome to the Launch Issue of the Falconers Magazine. It has taken many 
months of hard work, sleepless nights and innumerable headaches, but here it is. 

The success of this magazine depends entirely on you the Falconer. But I am sure 
you will all be eager to put pen to paper now you have seen it is for real. 

We have tried to produce a magazine which will appeal to everybody, whether you 
are just interested, a beginner in this ancient sport or have been a Falconer for 
many years. 

We want you to feel free to write us about anything to do with falconry and birds of 
prey. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everybody for their help and support, 
especially Bob, Chris, Geoff and Nick and my wife Lyn for putting up with me and 
doing hours of typing. 

Hopefully there will be a regular feature for all you Owl lovers, but due to a lack of 
response there is nothing for you in this issue. So let's hear from you, PLEASE. 

The magazine will be published quarterly, there is a subscription form on page 5 . 
Can I please remind you to include your postcode, with all subscription applica-
tions. THE FALCONERS MAGAZINE was born through demand, A MAGAZINE BY 
FALCONERS FOR FALCONERS! Whether you subscribe, advertise, share your 
specialist knowledge by contributing articles and features or supporting the adver-
tisers that support the publication, and therefore support you, because YOU are 
THE FALCONERS MAGAZINE'S greatest asset. So let's work together for the good 
of Falconry. 
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VETARK ANIMAL HEALTH realise that raptors can 
be suspicious and difficult to supplement. Most do 
need supplements to compensate for the artificial 
diets of chicks and lab rodents that they eat. 
Our veterinary adviser who has treated raptors for 
over 10 years has formulated a range Of vitamin & 
mineral supplements which are high potency so that 
you only need small amounts, and are EFFECTIVE. 

Prices Inc p&p 

Nutrobal 	 100g £3.65 
A unique vitamin mix with high levels of calcium which 
makes it ideal for breeding or growing birds. 

ACE-High 	 50g £4.50 
A special high potency vitamin mix with high levels of 
vitamins A,C and E to maintain vitamin levels in times of 
stress such as breeding, disease, moulting, etc. 

Available by mail or from major stockists including 
Wilton Bird Centre, Johns Pets, Rosendale Aviaries. 
Colour brochure and information leaflets available from 

Vetark Animal Health, P.O.Box 60, Winchester, 
Hants, S023 9XN. Tel 0962-880376. Fax 0962-881790. 
ZOO or TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 

A■■ 
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VETARK 

C4414. Animal Health 
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0444444 
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Heart of England 

FALCONRY 
lying displays dally at Charlecote Garden & Country Centre, near Wellesbourne, 
arks. (5 miles south of Warwick) 

selection of half-day modules: Basic Hawk Handling, Hawk Management, 
ure-work, Hood-making, etc. Adults £20, Juniors £12.50 

quIpment permanetly available and made to order (gloves a speciality) 

hicks, rats and mice stocked. 

unting patties 

rite to Heart of England Falconry, Charlecote Garden & Country 
entre, Charlecote, near Warwick, CV35 9ER or telephone 0789 
70013 (10am-5pm) or 0926 52716 (evenings). 

• ' 

MIDLAND 
FALCON 
SUPPLIES 

EQUIPMENT MADE TO ORDER 

,t  Telephone 0773 856689 / 852304 

41Fik, 

• ro,  
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CHICKS £15.00 per 1000 , 
£ 2.50 per 100 

, 	.•.0 	RATS and MICE 	•-• t. 	 101';' 

RAY PRIOR FALCONRY EQUIPMENT 
4 Hackney Bottom, 
Hampstead Norreys, 
Newbury, Berks.RG16 OTU. 

0635-200545 / 0635-578050 

For top quality Falconry Equipment 

at affordable prices, combined with 
personal attention, contact Ray Prior. 

Jesses, Swivels, leashes, bells, creance, gloves, hawking 
bags, traditional blocks, Arabian blocks, bow-perches, 
Scales, wgts, lures, baths, Rabbit lures, Falconry 
waistcoats, coping sets S.A.3.7., Anti Mite, badges, 
gift vouchers, etc. SAE for price list. 
Full postal service, or if you prefer, collection is 
always welcome (by appointment) 

THE MOST ADVANCED INCUBATOR 
IN THE WORLD 

a Digital display of Temperature 
Accuracy to +/— .5 

* Digital display of Humidity Accuracy 
to 1% 

* No more guesswork with old fashion 
Wet Bulb systems 

* Own weater supply 
* All Electronic controls 
* Fully Automatic back-up controls in 

cases of any failures, and overheating 
cut out controls 

* Roller Egg turning or Tipping trays, 
every 1 to 2 hour control. 

* Automatic Humidity also available on 
any of our other sized machines. 
Suitable for Parrots-Raptors and any 
other egg ever laid. 

Sizes 20 egg to 1200 egg Capacities. 
CURFEW QUAIL EQUIPMENT 
New breeding cages,plastic egg cartons,feeders, 
drinkers and world class 'Crusader' breeding 
quail stock. Send for details. 
CURFEW INCUBATORS, SOUTHMINSTER ROAD, 
ALTHORNE, ESSEX. TEL:MALDON(0621)741923 

INCUBATORS 

A GREAT DAY OUT 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 10.30am-5.00pm 

BIRDS FLOWN DAILY (Weather permitting) 

FALCONRY COURSES AVAILABLE 
FROM SEPTEMBER END — MARCH 1990 

rt4b 	Centre 
Weycock Road, Barry, S.Glam (0446) 734687 
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Ahmar - Adult red temaie aaKer 

FOR 

THE SAKER UNDE

Misunderstood in Britian but prized in the Middle East. 

The Saker Falcon is a truly magnifi-
cent hunting bird, but in Europe, par-
ticularly Great Britain, it is 
misunderstood and not rated very 
highly. Probably because for a great 
many years western falconers have 
suffered from what Jemima Parry-
Jones calls in her book "Terminal 
Peregrinitus". If it is not a Peregrine 
Falcon then it can not be a good Fal-
con. But Sakers are very good Fal-
cons, powerful on the wing, good 
footers with a long reach and a very 
aggressive nature towards their 
quarry. The lack of success with Sak-
ers in this country is due mainly to the 
low level of knowledge amongst fal-
coners of how to enter them properly. 
The Saker comes in many varied 
shapes, sizes and colours. In the 
west we recognise four species of 
Saker: Cherrug of central Europe, 
Cyanopus of eastern Europe and 
Russia, Milivipes of Asia (east of Af-
ghanistan) and Altaicus of the Altai 
mountains of central Asia. 
Unlike us the Arab falconer does not 
recognise birds by species or region, 
but by size and colour. To him there 
are approximately eleven types of 
Saker, the main six being as follows: 
The Ashgar or blonde, the Ahmar or 
red, the Akhdhar or green, the Adham 
or dark, the Sinjari or black and the 
Tibri or golden. The most highly 
prized are the Ashgar or the Sinjari. 

The Arab falconers know more about 
the Saker than any western falconer 
can ever hope to know. They can 
look at the traders catch in the market 
place, of probably a hundred plus 
falcons, and unerringly pick out the 
best hunting birds. Although any bird 
of unusual coloration will sell for a 
good price. This has led to various 
trickery in the past, including bleach-
ing the feathers of a Saker with per-
oxide, to make it appear a truly 
unusual bird. Believe it or not the bird 
did sell for a very high price and the 
ruse was not discovered until the bird 
had moulted out the following year. 

The traders themselves also have an  

unequalled knowledge of the Saker. 
A trader in Arabia is very different to 
a trader in Europe, he will have spent 
his entire working life around falcons, 
but until he reached the age of twenty 
five to thirty he would never have 
been allowed to handle one in ear-
nest. He would only have been al-
lowed to do the menial tasks such as 
preparing the food and cleaning up 
any mess. After many years he will 
be allowed to handle a bird but not 
become involved in the negotiations 
for buying or selling. This only comes 
when he has reached the age of fifty 
or so, but by the time he does actually 
come to deal in birds he will have had 
around thirty years experience under 
his belt, even then he must exercise 
caution. 
Last year a dealer in Saudia Arabia 
had a very good Ashgar Saker. It was 
the beginning of the season, when 
most of the birds arriving had been 
trapped in Turkey, not normally a 
source of good birds, so the Ashgar 
was a a good bird to have. Accord-
ingly a high price (50,000 dollars) was 
asked. A lot of interest was shown in 
the bird, but the highest price offered 
was 45,000 dollars, which was re-
fused and the dealer stuck his ground 
for two weeks to try and get the higher 
price. After this time he decided to 
settle for the 45, 000 dollars offered, 
but by now other Ashgars had arrived 
from Syria and Pakistan, so the high-
est price he could obtain was 25, 000 
dollars. 
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Adham - adult female dark Saker. 

RSTANDING 

Tiereel. 

sells captive bred, parent reared 
Gyrs, but they are flown and entered 
in Europe, then shipped out to 
Damascus for the start of the trading 
season in September. Because his 
birds are strong and good hunters, 
he is assured a warm welcome by the 
traders and his reputation and stature 
grow year by year, as does the price 
of his birds. 
Generally speaking Arab falconers 
do not buy captive bred birds, there 
are sufficient numbers of wild caught 
Sakers and Peregrines in the market 
place each year. Western falconers 
and conservationists think that Arabs 
are a terrible drain on the wild raptor 
population. This just isn't true, it must 
be remembered that all but the very 
best three or four birds are released 

at the end of the season, in good 
condition and at a time when they 
would be migrating back to Asia any-
way. 
The captive bred falcons flown by the 
Arabs, such as Gyrs, make up a tiny 
percentage of the birds used. These 
are not normally released at the end 
of the season but moulted out for the 
following year. Should any of these 
captive bred birds be lost during the 
hunting season then the experience 
gained in hunting should help them 
to survive in the wild.  

The Ashgar or blonde, a large Juvenile 
(female) Saker. 

The training methods in Arabia are 
very different to those used in Eu-
rope. The first thing that would strike 
the western falconer is the constant 
noise that the birds are subjected to 
from the moment they are taken up. 

To be a successful trader in Arabia, 
you must have a thorough knowledge 
of your customers and your competi-
tors as well as your own stock. 
Some western breeders have made 
the mistake of thinking Arab falconers 
will pay any price for birds and there-
fore there are rich pickings to be had. 
Most have had a very rude awaken-
ing, one or two unsrupulous dealers 
have made a lot of money by trickery 
and deception, but only the once. 
Arabs do not buy Eyass Falcons, they 
will never ever buy an imprint and any 
bird that will not take large quarry is 
useless to them. 
One of the few successful western 
breeders, who sells captive bred 
birds to the Arabs, has developed a 
system that seems to work. He only 

Ashgar Parade A group of 5 Sakers - in the centre a white adult female the other 4 are Juvenile 
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Juvenile Saker Falcon, from Iran, very probably bleached to acheive this unusual colour. 

The Arab falconers teach each bird 
to know its name by shouting it con-
stantly. They also stroke their birds 
the whole time, with sweeping move-
ments of the hand, from the top of the 
head to the tip of the tail. The birds 
are taught to feed through the hood 
and are kept with the falconer all the 
time. Once they will feed through the 
hood the training begins in earnest 
and when unhooded they are given 
nothing to eat until they will feed freely 
on the fist. If this takes two or three 
days, then so be it, however this does 
not apply to the Peregrine as they 
dehydrate too quickly. They must 
have some food in order to obtain the 
moisture they need. 
Once the falcon will feed freely on the 
fist then progress is very quick in-
deed. In as little as fifteen days the 
bird will be entered at wild qaurry and 
if the falcon shows any reluctance to 
fly such large prey as Houbara she 
will be given one or two bagged ones, 
that have been taken alive by other 
hunting falcons (bagged quarry is il-
legal in Great Britain). Once she flies 
these, she will be tried at wild quarry 
again but if not, she will be given a 
good meal on the fist and then re-
leased. 

The hunting season begins in No-
vember and goes through to the end 
of March, when the summer heat be-
gins. Due to scarcity of quarry, as a 
direct result of over hunting, most of 
the better falconers leave the Gulf to 
do their hunting elsewhere. At first, it 
was Pakistan and Egypt that had vis-
iting falconers by the score but quarry 
is getting scarce there now as well. 
Hunting expeditions now range out 
to: Somalia, Sudan, Morrocco, Alge-
ria, Nigeria and Mauritania. Now that 
the gulf war has ended, then at least 
Syria and Iraq are back on the hunt-
ers list. 

The Arab falconer is only interested 
in three quarry species: Macqueens 
Bustard or Houbara, Stone Curlew or 
Kairowan and the Hare or Arnab. 
Apart from the Saker, only two other 
falcons are employed: The Shunqar 
or Gyr and the Peregrine or Shahin, 
very occasionally an exceptional 
male Peregrine will be kept and 
trained. These are used only for 
Stone Curlew. In fact the Arabic name 
for the Tiercel is Tiba, which means 
Stone Curlew poison. 

It is the Saker which is the mainstay 
of Arab falconry and Houbara the 
main quarry. When out hunting an 
old Saker will be used as a spotter 
and when she becomes agitated and 
bobs her head the falconer will place 

his hand directly in front of her face. 
If she tries to look over his hand then 
the falconer knows the quarry is a 
long way of, but if she tries to look 
under it then the Houbara is near 
enough for a slip. The look-out is 
then hooded up and the falcon cho-
sen for the chase unhooded. Arab 
falconers do not cast their birds off 
but let them take wing at will. This is 
very important with Sakers, as any-
one who has flown them at Rooks in 
this country will know. They need to 
be able to have a look round and take 
stock of the situation, otherwise they 
will rake off and not take on the slip 
required. 
Sakers soon become wedded to the 
Houbara and chase them with relish 
and another big advantage with the 
Saker, is that it loves a rough and 
tumble on the ground. Whereas a 
Peregrine would stand off such a 
large bird, the Saker is in for the kill 
without hesitation. Arab falconers ad-
mit that the Peregrine is slightly 
quicker in a straight line, but the 
Saker has much greater stamina and 
perseverance. 

For those that have never seen Arab 
falconry it really is very disappointing 
after watching western style flights. It 
resembles longwing Goshawking. 

Most of the quarry is taken on the 
ground and very few Houbara try to 
escape by ringing up, which they are 
capable of doing. 
For the European falconer, the Saker 
has several possibilities. The most 
common flight for both Saker and 
Sakret is the Rook, a quarry at which 
Sakers excel. Of all the falcons, ex-
cept perhaps the Gyr, Sakers require 
the longest slips and a lot of ground 
to build up their speed and they also 
have to be taken lower than the aver-
age Peregrine to enter them. Once 
they have two or three kills under their 
belt, they soon become wedded. 
Sakrets also make ideal Partridge 
hawks, they are not too big or clumsy 
but must be served quickly. They can 
be taught to wait on easily, but wiil 
not sustain it,as would a Peregrine. 
Female Sakers do not make Grouse 
hawks, they have too much sail and 
cannot cope with the strong winds 
normally found on a moor. 
One of the most endearing qualities 
of the Saker is its affectionate streak, 
one really old Haggard that I used to 
have would sleep at the end of my 
bed, but kill Rooks in fine style when 
called upon to do so. But back in the 
house she would return to being the 
baby of the family. 
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Available 	for 	medical 	and 

surgical 	treatment 	to 	Birds 

of 	Prey 	including 	surgical 

sexing 	and 	microchip 

identification. 

Telephone: (0444) 811916 

Fax: (0444) 811908 

Mobile: 

\ 

(0836) 205879 

WEST SUSSEX 

/ALAN 
JONES 

VETERINARY SURGEON 

Smallholding & Farm Supplies, Dept. F N 
Toledo Works, 81 Hollis Croft, 
SHEFFIELD, S1 4BG (0742) 700651 

OUR RANGE OF OVER 60 INCUBATORS 
HAVE CAPACITIES FROM 15 TO 144,000 CHICKEN EGGS 

MANY AVAILABLE EX STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE 
DESPATCH (UK/Export). Optional overnight delivery 

Options Available Include: 
* Electronic thermostats 

	
* Digital thermometers 

* Independent hatcher units, 	* Auto turn (programmable) 
* Electronic humidity cont. 

	
* Programmable cool down 

* Still or forced air 
	

timer 
* Table top/cabinet/walk-in 

	
* Paraffin & 12 volt models 

wheel-in models 

For Hatching: 
* Chicken, Duck, Turkeys, Geese 
• Birds of Prey, Exotic species, Aviary birds 
* Game, Wildfowl, Quail, Partridge, Pheasant 
• Reptiles, Tortoises, Bees 

* PRICES START FROM AS LOW AS £39.50* 
INCLUDING VAT & UK DELIVERY 

IMPARTIAL ADVICE on which make and model suits 
your particular application - ALL major manufacturers represented. 

BRINSEA THERBO 	MARSH (Roll-x, Turn-X) 
CURFEW MATADOR COVATUTTO HOVABATOR 
A.B. 	GRUMBACH MARDLE WESTERN 

Plus! 	  
Brooders - Candling lamps - Electronic Balances - Spares - Accessories 

Feeding & Drinking equipment & LOTS MORE! 

OSend 2 x 1st. class stampsYor descriptive, 
illustrated CATALOGUE. to above address 

r, THE FALCONRY !,.1%';-,  
CENTRE (HAGLEY) 	

// 	 ‘‘ 

Kidderminster Road South, 
Hagley, West Midlands (0562) 700014 
Closed Christmas Day and Boxing Day only 
Regular Falconry Displays (weather permitting) 
From 11am onwards. 

RESIDENTIAL / 
NON-RESIDENTIAL 
FALCONRY COURSES. 
Weekend courses (full board) 	£65 
Weekend courses (non-residential) 	£15 
Four-day courses (3 nights full board)...£175 
Four-day courses (non-residential) 	£135 

The accomodation is in a 17th Century farmhouse, surrounded by 

glorious countryside. Bed, breakfast and evening meals are provided. 

Snack lunches are available from the cafe within the Falconry Centre 

complex. All inclusive of residential bookings. We are also available 

for after-dinner talks, lectures, school visits and Summer Fetes. 

For further details ring or write to us at the above. Admission to 

the Falconry Centre — Adults £1.45. Senior Citizens & Children 90p. 

10% discount for parties of 25 or more. 
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I have always found it hard 
to understand why it is 
considered acceptable for 
a Falconer to buy equip-
ment, rent a grousemoor, 
buy a dog and purchase a 
vehicle or horse for hawk-
ing, buy a quail for 
hawkfood or even a ferret, 
yet it is considered, by 
some, immoral to buy or 
sell a bird of prey, I cannot 
think of one other sport 
(field or otherwise) where 
this twisted logic occurs. 

Reasons offered why it is 
wrong to buy or sell rap-
tors include the standard 
they may be offered for 

sale in pet shops", which 
almost never happens, 
"they are difficult to train", 
but so are horses which 
are considerably more 
dangerous, "they may be 
purchased by the wrong 
people" 

Surely that one is not even 
worthy of response. 
Falconry is alive and fairly 
well today, not through the 
Clubs efforts alone but 
mainly because of the 
work ofcommercial import-
ers at the end of the sixties 
and early seventies who 
provided much of the 
original parentstock of 
Lanners, Luggers, 
Redtails, Harris's, Gos-
nawks, Peregrines etc. 
and the incredible efforts 
and successes of individ-
ual falconers 'commercial' 
breeding projects. 
Today we are in the envi-
able position of having al-
most as much choice of 
useful falconers birds as 
we did before import 
licencing and quarantine 
in the early seventies and 
this is almost entirely due 
to the work of 'commercial' 
individuals, not club, 
breeding projects. 
Until very recently the 
Clubs have failed to 
understand the immediacy 
of the problem and the ba-
sic premise that returns 
from a breeding project 
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are roughly in proportion 
to what is put into it. 
Now that domestic propa-
gation of raptors is no 
longer guesswork but a 
disciplined, complex and 
expensive procedure the 
successful breeder is en-
titled to be rewarded for 
his foresight, hard work, 
expertise and capital out-
lay. 

Domestic breeding of rap-
tors for sale or otherwise is 
a perfectly legal occupa-
tion or hobby and one of 
the most overegulated, its 
participants should be en-
couraged by all, for in the 
future it is solely the 
breeders that will provide 

the basis for our sport. 
Those that shout loudest 
against commercialism are 
generally those that have 
been 'the takers', using 
birds from the wild year af-
ter year, at little or no cost 
to themselves, the domes-
tic commercial breeding 
projects are 'the produc-
ers' making birds available 
not only for falconers but 
for research, zoos and re-
stocking depleted or even 
extinct wild populations, 
and remember that for 
each raptor bred in captiv-
ity is one less that needs 
to be taken from the wild. 
The duplicity of some of 

the anti-commercial fal-
coners is intriguing, still 
ringing in my ears are the 
words of a well known fig-
ure who boasted that he 
had never bought a bird in 
his life and never would, 
he failed to add that at that 
time he had not bred any 
either. He was later dis-
covered selling Gyrs to the 
Middle East! 

Many small projects have 
produced more raptors in 
one year than the Clubs 
breeding schemes have 
since their inception. With 
most of the breeding ex-
pertise outside Club proj-
ects and club attitudes to 
commercialism it may 

be some years before 
thing improve. 

However there are signs 
that a change is underway 
and to those that are now 
prepared to listen I would 
offer these words on do-
mestic raptor breeding:- 

1.Buy the best quality birds 
you can afford, forget 
about doing everything 
on the cheap. 

2.Purchase the best pos 
sible equipment, do not 
make do with old, faulty 
or out of date items. 

3.Build cost effective, well 
designed, durable 

breeding enclosures, the 
designs suggested in 
various newsletters are 
often basically overlarge 
and inexpertly designed. 

4.Take advice from those 
that are actually running 
successful projects, at 
the moment it is often a 
case of the blind leading 
the blind. 

5.Attend lectures and 
seminars on raptor 
breeding and incuba-
tion. 

6.Encourage commercial 
falconers to join the 
Clubs for they are gener-
ally among the keenest 
and most knowledge-
able among us. 

7.Finally do not be in 
fluenced by those club 
members with out of 
date attitudes towards 
the domestic commer-
cial propagation of rap-
tors and commercial fal-
conry in general for they 
have little or nothing to 
contribute and are only 
guaranteed to appear 
out of the woodwork 
when success looks im-
minent. 

Other forms of raptor re-
lated commercialism have 
also provoked criticism 
and concern. Sugges-
tions that exhibitions, 
falconry schools and 

The 

Devils Advocate 

Robin Haigh 





They say "Things always come in Threes" 

GARY HENSON 

We've all heard the stories, 
everything goes right, no 
problems with the birds, and 
a bag full of game at the end 
of the day. But what about 
the days when everything 
goes wrong? 

It all started while hawking 
down in Warwickshire with 
two friends. 

For a start we had been 
watching Chris flying Bess, 
his female Harris Hawk, at 
rabbit and pheasant and 
then we moved on to a field 
approximately 20 acres, with 
a small pond in the middle 
which usually harbours 
moorhens. Paul, flying a fe-
male sparrowhawk at 8 3/4oz 
and myself with Bella a fe-
male spar at 7 1/4oz. Once 
at the pond Paul and I went 
round to the back and this 
time it was my slip. 

We moved along the bank 
beating the reeds, when a 
moorhen took to the wing 
and flew out towards open 
fields with the nearest avail-
able cover some distance 
away. 

Chris being on the other side 
of the pond didn't realise 
that I had slipped Bella and 
thought the moorhen was 
unseen. 

Unfortunately by this time 
he had slipped Bess. Just as 
Bella reached the moorhen, 
the inevitable happened, 
Bess took her side on with 
both feet. 

We all ran towards Bella and 
found the Harris attempting 
to make a meal of her, it 
took quite a while to get 
those powerful talons out of 

Bella's tiny body, without 
causing any more damage. 
When released we found her 
to be in a terrible state, 
feathers missing and blood 
on her back and breast, "but 
still alive". 

She had a very severe fit and 
didn't know where she was, 
her head went back, eyes 
closed tight, no response at 
all. She was immediately 
given quails liver dipped in 
glucose powder, I gently 
prised open her beak and 
pushed it down her throat. I 
repeated this before rolling 
her up in a scarf and putting 
her up my jumper caressed 
against my bare body to keep 
her warm, until we got home. 
Once home, she was placed 
in a dark box with a towel in 
the bottom, next to a radia-
tor. Later that evening I 
opened the box and to my 
surprise she was standing, 
still in a daze, but managing 
to sit on the fist, I chopped 
up more quail and fed her by 
hand. 

Within a few days she was 
back to her normal self, and 
to my amazement went on to 
fly and take quarry. 

Some time after this inci-
dent, with Bella fully recov-
ered, the same party of us 
went hawking in Northamp-
tonshire. I had several slips 
on this outing but still noth-
ing in the bag, Bella wasn't 
as sharp-set as usual because 
I had fed her a little over her 
normal diet, as the day be-
fore was very cold. We de-
cided to leave her for the 
remainder of that day and 
fly Chris' Harris Hawk in- 

stead.. Whilst walking along 
a brook, looking for rabbits 
and moorhens, we could see 
the Harris had something in 
her sights. She was slipped 
only to double back over our 
heads and strike Bella off my 
fist in a flash. Obviously I 
feared the worst, but after 
the initial shock we realised 
the damage wasn't as bad as 
we had first anticipated. As 
she had another fit I treated 
her as before. She had been 
very lucky once more, but it 
didn't end there.... 

Our next excursion was an 
invitation to a field meeting 
in the Cotswolds, surely 
nothing could go wrong this 
time? 

Bella was still a little over 
weight , she kept banking off 
her quarry and was slow to 
return to the fist, so I de-
cided to leave it for the 
morning and try again later 
in the afternoon. I was tak-
ing Bella back to the car and 
was far away from the rest of 
the party when I came to a 
fence at the top of a steep 
bank. As I clambered over 
the fence, I slipped and Bella 
bated off. As she did so I 
heard cries of "Gary!", 
"Gary"!, suddenly theweight 
on my fist got heavier and 
looked down to find a Harris 
Hawk deep in Bella's body.... 

We all ran towards Bella and 
found the Harris attempting 
make a meal of her, it took 
quite a while to get those 
powerful talons out of Bella's 
tiny body, without causing 
any more damage. 
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QUALITY EQUIPMENT SUPPLIED BY ROY HART 

Sirnp4,  the best in the field/ 

All enquiries to 
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Welsh Hawking Centre 

Weyeock Road, 
BARRY, 

South Glamorgan, 
South Wales. 

Tel. (0446) 748700 or (0656 71) 8687 
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SOUTHERN 
	

397- 

CHICK 	8026 

SUPPLIES 

FOR YOU FRESH DAY OLDS. 

FROZEN ALWAYS IN STOCK. 

EPSOM -SURREY 

THE Oft14;41SOLUTION TO DIRTY BOOTS 
The HATCHBAG BOOTLINER is a 
sturdy, waterproof innerlining 
that's simple to fit, easy to remove 
and fold away. Tailor-made for 
over 250 hatchback, estate and 
saloon models, it's a wonderful 
investment that will more than pay 
for itself. 

PHONE 051-6537575 a - lam rm. am= ■aa 
I 	FOR FULL DEIAILb COMPLE 

THE COUPON OR PHONE 
051-653 7575 

HATCHBAG LTD., 
BEAUFORT ROAD, 

BIRKENHEAD L41 1HE 

Name 	  

Address 	  

L. 	Post Code 	 

OSPREY - HUNTER OF THE LOCK 
A limited edition print by Wildlife artist and author Richard J 
Willett, The print shows an Osprey in flight having caught a trout. 

In full colour, this special edition is limited to only 75 prints. 

Other limited editions available are "The Element of Surprise" 
which shows an Otter feeding on a trout. Only 300 prints were 
available, of which 6 remain. 

PLACE YOUR ORDER WITHOUT DELAY BY CONTACTING:- 

RICHARD J WILLETT 
Telephone: (0530) 39789 

1 HAYES CLOSE, WHITWICK, LEICESTERSHIRE LE6 3PJ 
No illustration was available at the time of going to press. 
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It took the strength of three 
of us to prise open the 
Harris's talons. Once Bella 
had been released I checked 
her over, to find she had had 
another bad fit, with more 
wounds and feathers missing 
The Harris's back talon had 
submerged as far as it could 
go. The same successful 
treatment was applied in the 

manner described before.. 
She still didn't die... and they 
say "Cats have nine lives!" 
Considering her size I have 
never known such a plucky 
bird as this one. Jeff, the 
owner of the Harris was very 
upset at what had happened, 
but accidents do occur, and 
don't they say "things always 
come in threes!". 

On all three occasions there 
was nobody to blame, it was 
purely bad luck.Bella has 
gone into an aviary with a 
musket with one eye, so if 
they breed I would like to 
think that their offspring will 
be strong birds. She laid this 
year but unfortunately the 
eggs were infertile. 
If anyone has heard of a spar 

being taken by another bird 
and surviving, I for one 
would like to hear about it. 
Wouldn't it be nice if we 
could all admit to things 
going wrong once in a while. 

* If anyone has had a similar 
experience to Gary's, please 
write to me. Ed 
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An Ode to Falconry 
What about a hobby, a way to spend our time 

One we can do together, as "ours" not 'yours" or "mine" 

Whatever can our choice be, we think that we can see 

That keeping birds of prey, could really be the key. 

We start off with a kestrel and get all the books to read, 

The hours we spend on studying to get "info" we both need, 

The training started up, the bird did very well 

Step by little step, the patient hours began to tell, 

But then the hidden problems, began to cause a strain, 

The hours that he devoted, began to be a pain. 

As birds progressed in sizes from falcons up to hawks 

So weekends were eaten up with all his hawking walks, 

The weekdays also taken, with manning up and training, 

As his interest grew and grew, mine was really waning, 

For while he went a hawking, spending lots of time with birds 

I baby-sat and cleaned the house now wasn't that absurd! 

It caused some rifts, it caused some rows, we really got to fight 

It nearly caused the end of us, until we saw the light 

So we talked and talked and tried to sort the problem out, 

He obviously loved his birds, I could see without a doubt. 

It could have been them or me, but that could've really cost 

For if he thought and thought it out, I'm sure that I'd have lost 

So, some years on, we've compromised and this is how we stand 

We both have separate hobbies and life really is quite grand 

So, if you're looking for an interest, a game for two to play 

Just think about this ditty, turn to your spouse and say 

"Well, if you're thinking about Falconry, FORGET IT!!!" 

Jo Glover 

The Falconers Magazine 15 

Il
h

is
tr

a
tio

n
s:

  K
e
it
h
 C

la
re

  



Cotavolb ofratronrp 
eagle anti jiyilvti ark 

A magical transformation has taken 
place just outside a small village on the 
edge of the Cotswolds. What was once 
shire-horse stables, knee deep in the 
remains of 40 years of lambing has now 
been impressively restored and refur-
bished to become Batsford Falconry 
Centre. 
Geoff Dalton and Chris Tuffrey met at 
a village open day where Geoff was 
displaying his birds in aid of a local 
cause and almost immediately discov-
ered they had a common interest and 
some months later whilst out hawking 
they also discovered they had a com-
mon problem. Both were inundated 
with requests for advice and people 
wishing to see their birds. Jokingly 
Chris suggested they start a falconry 
centre and Geoff said he knew the ideal 
spot and Batsford was on the way. 

The buildings are 100 years old and 
needed a lot of work, but within two 
months of starting they were unoffi-
cially open to the public to get the birds 

used to people walking around. 

On entering the centre you are met by 
displays of falconry furniture by Ben 
Long and Ray Prior. Also framed 
photo's and artwork by Paul Sly, Polly-
anna Pickering, and John Hayden. To 
your left is an art gallery housed in the 
old oak stall displaying pictures by Paul 
Sly, who at weekends can be seen work-
ing. As you step outside you are 
greeted by well kept weatherings con-
taining a variety of hawks, eagles owls 
and falcons, including a Grey Buzzard 
Eagle, a Red Necked Shaheen, a Ben-
gal Eagle Owl and two superb Golden 
Eagles. The centre prides itself on the 
fact that all the birds on the weather-
ings are flown regularly, with exception 
for heavy moulting and new-comers, 
which are still being trained. All new 
birds undergo a thorough examination 
on arrival by Aylmer and Cannon vet-
erinary surgeons who perform a regu-
lar monthly inspection of the birds and 
all their living quarters, and are an in- 

valuable asset as advisers on all aspects 
of the health and safety of the birds. 
To your right is the old dutch barn, 
originally earmarked for demolition, 
but rescued and converted into three 
very large eagle aviaries, the first hous-
ing a pair of Steppes, the middle a pair 
of Bald Eagles and at the end as part 
of a mixed housing project a pair of 
Caracaras, a pair of Bataleurs and soon 
to be introduced a pair of Condors. 
Follow the path round to your left and 
you will come upon the Owl Wood 
which was kindly donated by Redkir 
Construction and has been thought-
fully designed with the aviaries having 
been built individually in the mature 
spinney, it contains a varied selection 
of owls, from the native Little Owl to 
the rare hand and hypnotic Great Grey 
Owl from Canada, Scandinavia and N 
Russia. 
As you come out of the Owl Wood 
there are other aviaries housing Grif-
fon Vulture from Europe, Africa, India 

Harris Hawk 
	

Prairie Falco,, 	 Owners Geoff and Chris 
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Cotswold Falconry Centre - before (below) and after (inset) 

4. 3  

same time being informed about the 
birds origin, hunting techniques and 
their use in falconry. Geoff and Chris 
are more than happy to answer any 
questions that you wish to ask. 
The feeling these two men have for 

their birds is very much in evidence and 
so is the trust the birds have in them, 
this is reflected throughout the whole 
of Batsford Falconry Centre. 

For more pictures see Page 19 

and Afghanistan, Red Kites from Eu-
rope, Asia and N Africa and the splen-
did little American Kestrel from the 
USA and Mexico. 
Batsford is run with conservation play-
ing a large part, and it has a Barn Owl 
project sponsored by Group Four Se-
curities, there are three release sites, 
the project entails introducing the 
young owls into the wild naturally not 
hacking back the adults. 

Redtailed Hawk 

The most entertaining part of the day 
is the flying displays, of which there are 
three given at approximately two 
hourly intervals (weather permitting) 
each lasting at least an hour starting at 
12 pm. Whether you are involved in 
the sport of falconry or just enthralled 
by the magnificence of the birds, there 
will be something for you. The audi-
ence are encouraged to participate in 
the flying of some of the birds at the 

Bengal Eagle Owl Grey Buzzard Eagle 	
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Virkon S 
Prevention is better than cure. The Ultimate virucidal disinfectant 
or safe and effective control of all known human, animal and 
vian viruses, bactericidal, fungicidal, moulds, spores, etc. 

'Controls epidemic and infectious diseases 1009 3 - 6 months sup-
ply 

UK. £2.95 inc. V.A.T. P & P (CWO) 

VERSEAS PLEASE PHONE FOR QUOTE 

Os- falconry agent: BEN LONG FAL-
ONRY ORIGINALS, BRYN HYFRYD 

RHYD-Y-MEUDWY, RUTHIN, CLWYD 

EL: (08245) 742 or 

EMS, TEL(0592) 757093 

GEOFF & CHRIS 
at the 

COTSWOLD 

FALCONRY 

CENTRE 
WISH EVERY SUCCESS TO 

THE FALCONERS MAGAZINE 
The Cotswold Falconry Centre, Batsford Park, 

Moreton in Marsh, Gloucs. Tel: (0386) 701043  
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FROZEN FOODS 
Quail 	 45p 

Rats 	  25p 

Small Rats 	  17p 

Pink Rats 	  10p 

Mice 	  12p 

Day Old Chicks 	  £2.75/100 

£25/1000 

Chicken Poults 	  45p 

LOCUSTA 
Tel: 0753 866235 
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SIGNS • POSTERS • STICKERS 
8,11t

•riorslee Trading Est.Telford,SUhrnolpt  

sat 
BOARDS SCREEN PRINTING 
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/WC. 8ANNERS SHIRTS • VEHICLES 

Telford(0952) 618392/612900 Fax:613622 

eounly rem 
THE ONE-STOP 
SHOP FOR MIDLAND 
FALCONERS 

Suppliers of fine Countrywear to meet the requirements of the Falconer 
who requires that little more from their Outdoor Leisure Wear. 
Whether your needs be Hawking on a Grouse Moor in Scotland or 
simply walking the dog, call in and talk to June & Anthony Marriott who 
will be only too pleased to discuss your requirements. 

We are Midland Agents for Roy Hart's Falconry Equipment and have a 
comprehensive range in stock. 

Open 9.00am-5.00pm (closed Mondays) 	9.00am-4.00pm Saturday. 

eavtootO 
50 HEWELL ROAD, BARNT GREEN, 
BIRMINGHAM. TEL: 021 447 7989 



TO S row 	 TO Slow 

Cotswold Falconry Centre, Batsford 
Park, Morton-in-Marsh, Gloucs. 

(0386) 701043 
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SQUIRT: The Magical Return of the 
Merlin 

The Squirt is a haggard jack Merlin 
that suffered a broken wing when he 
flew into some power lines in Great 
Yarmouth, Suffolk. This was on the 
4th March this year. He was handed in 
to Yarmouth RSPCA the next day and 
then forwarded to Bill Alston, an 
RSPCA inspector in Kingston, Surrey. 
Bill is an LRK who had circulated a 
request for any disabled Merlins, un-
able to go back to the wild, for a breed-
ing project. 

Bill has bred and released a great many 
Barn Owls over the years and his aim 
is to start doing the same with Merlins. 

Once in Bills care, the Merlin was x-
rayed and it was discovered the break 
was in the left radius. The wing was 
duly strapped and the Merlin was kept 
quiet for the next three weeks. The 
strapping was removed on April 3rd 
and the wing re-x-rayed. The break 

had healed nicely but in the vets opin-
ion the Merlins flight would be suffi-
ciently impaired to make it unfit for 
release. The Merlin was placed in a 
seclusion aviary and the search for a 
suitable female began. When placed 
in the aviary the Merlins left wing still 
drooped slightly and he seemed reluc-
tant to fly around the aviary. 

On the 26th May, Bill phoned and 
asked me to come over and have a look 
at the bird. He had spent considerable 
time watching the birds progress in the 
aviary and it seemed to him that it had 
recovered fully, I went over the next 
evening and watched the Merlin, in the 
seclusion aviary for some considerable 
time. Despite repeated flights up and 
down the aviary, at no time did the 
Merlins wing droop nor did his powers 
of flight seem in any way impaired. Ob-
viously he was out of condition, having 

been sitting around for a couple of 
months. 
Bill and I discussed the possibilities of 
the Merlin going back to the wild and 
it was agreed I would train him and if 
he could take quarry then we would 
release him. The Merlin was collected 
from Bills on the 5th June and the DOE 
informed the next morning. Although 
sympathetic the DOE insisted on a £15 
transfer fee, even though the bird was 
going to be released, all being well 
within six weeks. 

Training followed conventional lines 
and progressed very quickly. From a 
falconers point of view it was lovely to 
have a haggard again. The tempera-
ment of Haggard and Passage birds is 
always so calm and dignified, I'm refer-
ring now to falcons of course, not 
hawks. I feel sorry for the generation 
of falconers that has grown up not 
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knowing the delights of training a 
freshly trapped falcon. Back to the 
Merlin, he was made to the hood, as I 
believe in making every bird to the 
hood as a matter of course. It helps on 
occasions, if you are on your own and 
have to change an aylmeri bracelet, for 
example, if you can hood the bird. I 
make every bird to the hood even Gos-
hawks. The Merlin was named the 
Squirt as was flying loose in six days. 
He was flown twice daily in an effort to 
get him thoroughly fit as quickly as pos-
sible. As with all Haggards he was slow 
to enter at quarry. It is as if they switch 
off, he would chase, but you could tell 
he was not in top gear. 

Out of frustration I dropped his weight 
another eighth of an ounce to 6.125 
ounces and this did the trick. Now he 
would chase every small bird with verve 

and was unlucky several times. After 
three days at his new weight his first 
kill came, but it was not a long or taxing 
flight. Before releasing him it was es-
sential to know he could sustain a long 
and difficult flight with out showing any 
signs of weakness in the wing. 
The Squirt carried on catching various 
head of quarry, but on Thursday 6th 
July he finally proved he was ready to 
go back to wild. He took on a slip at a 
small group of starlings and the flight 
was very long, with many twists and 
turns and ended in a kill. The wing was 
not drooping and the Merlin was not 
panting by the time I got to him. 
For the next five days, The Squirt was 
fed as much as he could eat, but not 
handled at all. Orton in Cumbria was 
picked as the release site as it is very 
good Merlin country, with understand- 

ing Gamekeepers. Also the time of 
release coincided with an abundance 
of fledgelings. There is absolutely no 
reason why The Squirt should not sur-
vive. Squirt was released at eight in the 
morning. He circled three times, 
roused in mid air and then set off to his 
destiny. 
Prior to release I thought I'd be very 
sad to see Squirt go, but in fact as he 
flew away I was filled with elation. It 
was good to see him free and in an 
environment to which he truly be-
longed. 
A lot of people put a great deal of effort 
into putting a six ounce bird in to the 
the wild, but we all felt it was a worth-
while exercise. 

Bob Dalton 
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dogs AND hawks 

The would-be falconer, after finding himself on the 
slippery slope, becomes a tireless researcher, ferreting 
through piles of dusty tomes in search of Hawking 
Knowledge. In a short time he/she is conversing quite 
freely with experienced falconers on highly specialised 
subjects, using the accumulated wordhoards of fa-
mous falconers of the past. Often, this is before ever 
having had a hawk on the fist. Some time later the first 
bird is obtained, and in time another falconer is made. 
In almost every book that the falconer reads is a section 
on the use of dogs with hawks, but when it comes to 
dogs, many falconers seem to have a penchant for 
doing everything arsebackwards. 
The dog should obviously be obtained well in advance 
of the hawk. It never is. You will have noticed how 
after their initial trials and 
tribulations with kestrels 
or buzzards, falconers 
obtain a hawk which will 
have the capability of tak-
ing vast quantities of wild 
quarry, with (or usually in 
spite of) the falconer's help. As soon as a few head of 
quarry have been brought to book, the nouveau fal-
coner deems it to be necessary (all the best authors 
say so) to have a dcg, to supposedly enhance the 
quality of sport and to boost the bag. 
It is fair to say that training a hawk is something a kin 
to breaking a horse. It takes a relatively short time, and 
is something of a trick, in that if the trainee had more 

between the ears it would immediately a) buck you off, or b) 
fly away. Due to their greater intelligence, training dogs isn't 
a bit like that. It requires endless careful repetition, achieving 
small improvements each day, and although after perhaps 
six months you may have a usable dog, training is never fully 
complete. The novice falconer, having trained his hawk with 
relative ease and therefore full of all the confidence of the 
ignorant, now looks to take on a puppy with a view to training 
it alongside the novice hawk. As if that were not folly enough, 
there now comes the multiple choice question. Which model 
of hawking dog to choose, and whether it should be new or 
second-hand. 
The choice of type is usually governed by asking advice from 
another dog-owning falconer, or by reading articles written 
by advocates of a certain breed. Everyone has asked the 
owner of a recently-purchased car about its qualities. Have 
you ever heard one say that it returns less than 50 m.p.g.? 
Does less than 120 m.p.h.? Handles less well than the winner 
of the Lombard-RAC rally? Dog and car owners are only 
human. They would not admit to buying anything less than 
perfect, so their advice should be heeded, but not necessarily 
taken. 
Many sportsmen (including falconers) seem to be guided 

much by fashion and compromise. There are now 
plenty of breeds which can hunt, point, retrieve, sing, 
read, cook and tell the time, but they don't often do all 
(or usually any) of it very well. Given their training 
capabilities, most falconers would be a lot better off 
with a good heavy lab, which is tolerably easy to cope 
with, and they would at least stand a chance of staying 
close to it. It's all very well having a fashionable dog, 
but it is of little use in the next county. Fashions often 
seem to be based on fairly tenuous logic. for instance, 
we all know that spaniels are great dogs in the right 
hands, and there is one particular breed which was 
advocated by a great falconer some years ago. It is 
the largest type of spaniel, and the reasoning was as 
follows: large size = lack of agility and speed = ideal 

who would have little 
trouble keeping up 
with his (half-trained) 
dog. However, anyone 
who has seen one of 
these dogs in full cry 

	 .1■•■ after a rabbit will know 
that even Ben Johnson (drug-assisted or otherwise) 
would come a pathetic, gibbering third. 
Let it be said that falconers, by their very nature, are 
individualists. Their pride does not usually allow them 
to take the easy path which would lead them to buy a 
fully-trained dog. (Mind , they also tend to be a bit 
reluctant to part with the necessary brass for such an 
item.) No! The proud falconer invariably goes for a 
puppy, upon which he can put his own individual 
stamp (and which can also be purchased at a fraction 
of the price). Falconers also have a pathological aver-
sion to learning anything about dog training - note the 
ratio of books on falconry, compared with those about 
dogs, on any falconer's bookshelf! However, any 
sportsman may only have five dogs in his sporting 
lifetime. There seems little point in wasting a large part 
of your own life, let alone wasting the lives of the 
puppies which will be ruined before the would-be 
falconer/dog trainer even gets to handle a trained dog. 
It is far better to swallow some pride and buy an older 
dog which has already been trained, and better still if 
the purchaser allows himself to be coached in its han-
dling. It isn't as easy as it looks! A professional dog 
trainer must have the most thankless task in the world, 
as most of their products end up ruined by their owners 
with a few days. Once the handling of the trained dog 
has been mastered, the falconer may wish at a later 
date to try his hand with a part-trained dog, and even-
tually progress to having a puppy. By then, it should 
be needless to say that the best possible working 
stock should be sought, but it's surprising how many 
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Let it be said that falconers, by thier very nature 
are individualists. Their pride does not usually 
allow them to take the easy path which would 
lead to buy a fully-trained dog. 
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POINTER. 

Mr. G. Thorpe Bartram's SPECIAL. Sire, Fax (K.C.S.B., 935) ; Dam, Romp (K.C.S.B., 4249. 

puppy purchasers buy one from the nearest avail able 
litter! 
Recently-qualified dog owners, falconers included, have 
the romantic notion that the more the dog is in their 
company, the better and more obedient it will be. With 
",w exceptions nothing could be further from the truth. As 

owner will perforce spend a good deal of his time 
I Jors instead of keeping to simple doggy vocabulary 
(": i , "here" and such like), he will find himself in no time 
using the more complex commands - for instance "stop 
chewing the carpet", or "keep of the new dralon suite". In 
the case of pointers (I kid you not) these commands may 
include "desist from urinating on the video" or "get off my 
head immediately". These multiple commands will be 
liberally sprinkled with 'f' words and references to canine 
parentage, and are, of course, totally incomprehensible 
to the dog. Coupled with this, when dog and owner 
venture outside, there is no novelty in being in its master's 
company, so the dog will be much more interested in 
performing its own bodily functions or chasing cars. Even 
worse, should the owner be forced to leave his pupil in 
the care of the wife and family, he will begin to notice that 
it has learned, as if by magic, words like "bikky" and 
"chokky" at the expense of "hie lost" and "heel". In other 
words, for all the training that is achieved, the family has 
unwittingly but systematically untrained the dog. It is 
wrong to kennel one that is not used to it, or any dog 
without company, but it is amazing how reponsive and  

eager to please a dog can be having just been let out and 
whilst still halfway through it third high-speed circumnavi-
gation of the garden. When in this frame of mind much 
can be accomplished, even though the dog's concentra-
tion span is very short. Take the young dog from the 
kennel, give him a bit of exercise coupled with a bit of 
training when he is listening, and put him away. He will 
love you each time he sees you, and so will the wife 
because the house is neither knee deep in fur nor smelling 
of dog pee. 
Lastly, it is really necessary for the falconer to have as 
much interest in dog work as in hawking. Treated in the 
right way, dogging can be fun! Yes, fun! Indeed, some 
falconers have found it so interesting that they have gone 
on to be successful professional gundog trainers, and 
forgotten about hawking. Strange-but true! Interestingly, 
some professional trainers have been know to advise the 
inexperienced that when their puppies have gone irre-
trievably wrong they should give them away to falconers! 
If handled correctly and gently, a dog can be a faithful and 
intelligent companion, and indispensable in the field. Un-
fortunately, many falconers find dogs to be just a handful, 
and therefore live to regret their purchases. These sports-
men ought to seriously consider the alternative - taking 
their hawks out and belabouring the hedgerows with a 
good stout stick! 
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BR I DPOR T—GUNDRY _ Manufacturers of netting 
NETTING LIMITED 	 to suit individual 

requirements 

BRIDPORT—GUNDRY NETTING LIMITED, THE COURT, 
WEST STREET, BRIDPORT, DORSET. Tel: 0308 56666 
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4__ SPECIALIST BOOKS BY RETURN POST—Order your I 
The White House, Branch Lane,Reddings, Cheltenham. 

Telephone: (0452) 713229 

copy now—All 
• MI 	Opening hours:Closed 

prices 

£16.00 
£27.00 
£15.00 

f 16.50 
£13.96 
£9.95 
E26.50 

£16.00 
£18.00 

E14.00 

ET 
 

. Fight 	Identif ication 	of 	European 

include postage. Trade supplied. 
all day Monday. 

Sat/Sun 10am-1pm,2-5prn.. 
Owls 	of 	Europe 	£19.00 
The Sparrowhawk 	£18.00'  
Eric 	Hoskins 	B.O.P.of 	the • 
world 	f 17.50 
Owls of 	Southern 	Africa 	£40.00 II 
NEW: 	Owls of 	the 	Northern 
Hemisphere, 	Carel 	H.Voous 	E47.00 
0 	for 	the 	Falconers 	Voice 	f 16.95 I 
Coursing 	& 	Falconry 	  
Introducing 	Falconry 	

£12.50 
£8.00 	. 

African Fish 	Eagle 	£13.50 ll 
Birds 	of 	the 	World 	B.O.P 	£14.50 
The Year of the Tawny Owl 
(True 	Story) 	£3.40 	II 

II■11 
J 	VISA 	Tues-Fri gam-1pm,2-6pm 
.Falconry 	Care, 	Captive 	Breeding 
land 	Conservation 	  

Falconry 	& 	Hawking 	P.G lazier 	 
The Barn Owl 	  

• Veterinary 	Aspects 	of 	Captive 
Birds 	of 	Prey 	  
Owls, 	Sparkes 	& 	Soper 	 
Eric 	Hoskins 	Owls 	  
Birds 	of 	Prey 	of 	Southern Africa 
Collins 	Guide 	to 	B.O.P. 	of  

( 

Britain 	& 	Europe 
II The 	Peregrine 	Falcon 	  
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TRENT SPECIAL INTEREST 

VIDEO FILMS 

NOW ON VIDEO 

T.H. WHITE'S "GOSHAWK" 
AN INTIMATE AND POETIC VIEW OF ONE MAN . 

AND HIS TRAINING OF A BIRD OF PREY. 

52 MINS £19.95 

ALSO IN STOCK 

FALCON GENTLE 
IN JUST 33 MINUTES THE FILM GIVES A VERY 
COMPLETE PICTURE' OF THE PRACTISE OF 

FALCONRY 

£11.25 PLEASE ADD £1.25 p&p PER FILM 

FILMS ALSO AVAILABLE ON FIELD SPORTS, 
FISHING (GAME & COURSE) 

PHONE OR SEND FOR A FREE CATALOGUE 

"TRENT VIDEO" 
151A, MANSFIELD ROAD 

CLIPSTONE 

NR. MANSFIELD, NOTTS 

TEL. 0623 863375/64%93 

■ 
	

ALL PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE AND PACKING 
ME IM MN MI III •• 

hum earniban 

Tbr 
Ali Rum 

HAND MADE FALCONRY FURNITURE 

AND HAWK FOOD — RATS, MICE & CHICKS. 

FOR FREE AND FRIENDLY ADVICE AND 

FREE CATALOGUE WRITE TO :- 

THE HAWK KEEPER 

27 WILLOW LANE 

GREAT HOUGHTON 

NORTHAMPTON NN4 OAW 

TELEPHONE: (0604) 763091 
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R apt 

A falconry magazine is like 
most other magazines in 
that it is supposed to be 
enjoyable and at the same 
time helpful and informa-
tive. But I must stress right 
from the start that under no 
circumstances is it to be 
used as a way to learn fal-
conry. 

There is one rule which I 
think most Falconers will 
agree with, and that is, you 
do not obtain a bird until 
you have read, studied and 
talked to falconers and are 
fully aware of what you are 
entering into. Everybody 
has heard the saying that a 
dog is for life and it is the 
same with a bird but ten 
times more demanding. So 
before you begin, you must 
be able to answer yes to all 
the questions below. 

1) Have you room to keep 
the bird, indoors and 
out? 

2) Spare time, have you at 
the very least 2 hours a 
day to spend with your 
bird? (preferably more) 

3) How much money have 
you to spend? Can you 
afford initial outlay, for a 
perch, scales, a glove, a 
bag and food every 
week? 

4) Have you got somewhere 
to fly and/or hunt the 
bird? 

5) Have you got someone 
who can advise you, ei-
ther a friend or a Fal-
conry centre? 

6) Is there someone at 
home all day, or at least 
at regular intervals, who 
can keep an eye on the 
bird? 

7)Is it going to be possible 
to keep dead chicks and 
rats in the freezer? Will 
you wife or mother ob-
ject? 

If you have answered yes to 
all the above questions 
then read on. 
I have been asked many 
times by people 'how can I 
learn about falconry', this is 
the answer I always offer: 

Firstly as falconry books are 
expensive and you will most 
certainly have to read more 
than one or two, I suggest a 
trip to a good library and 
read up thoroughly on all as-
pects of Falconry. 

Below are a couple of books 
you might find useful: 

Falconry and Hawking by 
Philip Giesler. 

A Manual of Falconry by M 
H Woodford. 
Then you must try and get in 
touch with falconers in your 
area, first write to them tell-
ing them about yourself and 
interest in birds and fal-
conry, and if you can show 
them that you are genuinely 
interested in birds of prey I 
am sure they would be more 
than happy to help and ad-
vise and this person will be 
your most valuable asset. If 
there is a local club you can 
join, then do so, or a falconry 
centre offering courses then 
go along and introduce 
yourself and have a talk with 
some of the people who 
work there. 

If after, at least 6 months of 
reading, talking and gener-
ally finding out about 
falconry you are still inter-
ested then you can seri-
ously think about getting a 
bird. 

The first in this regular problem solv-
ing feature advises those consider-
ing buying their first bird of prey. 
Next issue (Spring 1990) we shall 
cover falconry furniture mainte-
nance. 
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PAUL SLY 
Commissions Undertaken.  

Work can be seen at 
The Cotswold Falconry Centre. 

Call for a FREE quotation 

(0203) 307280 

106, MEADFOOT ROAD, WILLENHALL,COVENTRY CV33DT 

A wide selection of 
falconry supplies and furniture 

All items are handcrafted, employing only the 
finest quality materials, to produce practical and 
long-lasting furniture. Traditional patterns and 
techniques have remained unchanged to produce 
this range of furniture, available in any size 
from the Merlin up to the Eagles (including Owls) 

Customers will also appreciate the service dedicated 
in making sure all orders are despatched accurately 
and with the minimum of delay. 

For further details enclose a SAE to:— 

10 BEAUVALE CRESCENT, HUCKNALL, NOTTINGHAM 

Tel: (0602) 633836 

i,..., VIiiLtIC e 

4a conay 

THE SCOTTY ACADEMY OF 

FALCONRY 
ariclated Studies 

FALCONRY 
A HOLIDAY WITH 
A DIFFERENCE 

Scotland's renowned centre 
offers exciting all absorbing 
holidays in which you will 
be flying Hawks and Falcons. 

SEND NOW FOR DETAILED BROCHURE 

L. and D.M. Durman-Walters, Bonchester Bridge, 
Hawick, Scotland TD9 9TB 

Telephone (045 086) 666 

SHARRON 

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS OF UP TO 
10% ON ALL INSURANCES FOR 
READERS OF THIS MAGAZINE. 

* Mortgages 
* Loans 
• Life Assurance 
* Savings 
* Unit Trusts 
* Pensions 
* Investment 
* Professional 

Indemnity 
* Fidelity 
* Credit Protection 
* Legal Expenses 
* Travel 
* Contractors 
* Liability 
* School Fees 
* Hauliers 
* Business 
* Holiday Cancellation 
* Motor Traders 
* Zoos 
* Horticulture 
* Veterinary Surgeries 
* Goods in Transit 

* Sickness/Accident 
* Permanent Health 
* Private Medical Care 
* Marine 
* Aviation 
* Shops 
* Offices 
* Factories 
* Public Houses 
* Clubs 
* Restaurants 
* Guest Houses 
* Nursing Homes 
* Hotels 
* Property Owners 
* Cargo 
* Business Travel 
* Self-employed 

Liability 
* Special Schemes 
* Export 
* Antique Dealers 
* Historic Houses 
* Unusual Risks 

etc. etc. —the list is endless... 

* Farms 
* Agricultural 
* Livestock 
* Motor 
* Commercial Vehicles 
* Motor Fleets 
* Private/Public Hire 
* Horses 
* Pets 
* Cage & Aviary Birds 
* Home 
* Motorcycles 
* Exhibitions 
* Special Events 
* Flats 
* Surgeries 
* Organised Party 

Travel 
* Sports Clubs 
* Musical Instruments 
* Churches 
* Estate Agents/ 

Auctioneers 
* Pleasure Craft 

FIMBIO 
MI- 	ft 

WELCOME TO 

Golden Valley [Finance 6-) Insurance 
23a Monk Street, Abergavenny, Gwent, NP7 5ND. 

TEL: (0873) - 2212 (day) 	(0981) - 240536 (evenings) 
MICHAELA 

for friendly, helpful and efficient service and advice on every type of insurance and finance. 

INSURANCE FOR BIRDS OF PREY AND 
ALL OTHER SPECIES. (underwritten by NORWICH UNION) 
A policy designed by our proprietor, Sharon, who has kept birds 
of all types for over 10 years. When you insure birds with us, 
you know that you are dealing with someone who understands 
your hobby. 	Our policy gives the widest cover available aid there 
is a choice of two levels which can be mixed and matched on 
one policy. For those with large collections, the main core can he 
insured under Standard Cover whilst certain individual birds could 

ve benefit from Supercover. 

STANDARD COVER— theft, fire, lightning, explosion,eathquake,storm, 
flood, riot, civil commotion, malicious persons or vandals, falling 
trees. 

• £50 for first £2000 worth. £10 per extra £1000. 

SUPERCOVER— theft, fire, lightning, explosion, earthquake, storm, 
flood, riot, civil commotion, malicious persons or vandals, falling 
trees. 
— death by accident, illness or disease. 
— vets fees & death resulting from surgical sexing. 

* £15 per £100 value (reduced to £12.50 if vetsfeesdeleted) 

PUBLIC LIABILITY— for flying birds of prey. 

AVIARIES & BIRDROOMS — £5 per £1000 value. 

SPECIAL OFFER — 10% OFF ALL BIRD INSURANCE PREMIUMS 

Ask for your FREE FULL INFORMATION PACK TODAY. 

Fully Authorised Independent Financial Advisers. Licenced Credit Brokers. Registered Insurance Brokers. 

Members of the British Insurance & Investment Brokers Association. 	Members of the Consumer Credit Association. 
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Paul's female Sparrowhawk 

All letters should be addressed to:- 

THE 
EDITOR, THE FALCONERS MAGAZINE, 

C.T.C, DALKEITH HOUSE, DALKEITH PLACE, 
KETTERING, NORTHANTS. NN16 OBS 

Dear Editor, 

I am a falconer employed by a bird control company, to 
keep birds off an amenity tip neighbouring an airport on 
the edge of Cambridge. The work itself offers accommo-
dation (a caravan) low wages and no rest as I am here 
seven days a week living in. But it also offers as much 
falconry as you can do. There is no doubt that the birds 
make it all worth while and if you can put up with the 
afore-mentioned bad points for your favourite field sport 
this job is certainly for you. 

A typical day starts at six a.m. As the aircraft do not start 
flying until about eight, this gives me plenty of time to put 
the birds out and clean their baths etc., and will end at 
dusk which of course varies with the season. In the 
summer there are not usually a lot of birds about to control 
(or hunt) but in winter the sky can be alive with hundreds 
of rooks, gulls and starlings, all trying to catch a quick 
feed. Most people prefer to use falcons for the job, as 
the sight of one waiting on for the lure or quarry seems to 
trigger the birds into a state of pure panic, as they search 
for cover or safety in distance. 

The company does not supply the birds but will lend you 
some until you can acquire your own. They breed birds 
each year which can be bought at a cut price. Although 
a Kestrel is usually good enough to scare starlings, the 
most popular birds used are Lanners, Luggers and Pere-
grine falcons, which will clear the rest for miles. 

I am buying a Peregrine from the firm to fly at rooks we 
have here which is something I could never have done 
with out this company, I can safely say I owe a lot to my 
job and falconers I have met through it. 

Barrie Hammond. 

Dear Editor 

Two years ago I bought a female sparrowhawk and have 
never regretted it . For her first season the little spar. flew 
excellently, catching quarry regularly, on two occasions 
catching wood-pigeons twice her size. I am hoping to 
better her performance this season, but one thing con-
cerns me about these courageous little birds, I feel they 
are priced in a such way that they are accessible to the 
beginner, although they are under no circumstances a 
beginners bird. I have heard of quite a few beginners in 
my area alone who have taken on spars only to have 
them die through lack of experience. 
This year has seen a huge reduction in the price of 
sparrowhawks. muskets are now about £70 and females 
£150, and with the exception of Barn Owls and Kestrels 
they are the cheapest birds available. The question I ask 
myself is, do some breeders actually care about where 
the birds are going, and whether they are going to expe-
rienced or inexperienced falconers. The breeder from 
whom I bought my Sparrowhawk was very concerned 
where his birds were going, he asked me to keep in touch 
and let him know of the birds progress, which, I did and 
still do. I wish there where more breeders like him. 

Unless beginners are fortunate enough to have an expe-
rienced falconer to teach them, as I did, or go on a course, 
then it is difficult to tell by relying on books alone how to 
correct things when they start to go wrong. And I'm sure 
that most people who have trained a spar will agree that 
whatever can go wrong will. 

Although I will admit to only training a couple of birds 
before getting my spar, I did have quite a bit of knowledge 
of the birds temperament and their behaviour, something 
which I consider most important to have. But unless a 
beginner has been on a course they have little or no 
practical knowledge. 

I think the price of Buzzards, which are more suitable for 
beginners, should be brought down below that of spars, 
so it is not such a temptation for a beginner to buy one. 

I am sure there are a lot of people who agree with me, I 
am not trying to offend anyone, I am just expressing my 
opinion on a subject about which I care a great deal. 

Paul Clay 

(Age 15). 
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Ray Aliker with 'Megan' 

EXPO '89 
EAST OF ENGLAND 

SHOWGROUND, 

PETERBOROUGH 

If you like to see the old 
steam engines pumping 
out smoke from their tall 
chimneys, building up 
pressure to drive genera-
tors, which in turn drive the 
magnificent organs, which 
can be heard all over the 
showground, or cars, 
bikes, lorries and tractors 
dating back to the early 
twentieth century, having 
been fully restored to their 
former glory, then this is the 
place for you. There were 
many traditional crafts and 

craftsmen such as wheel-
wrights (wheel makers and 
repairers) and coopers 
(barrel makers) and the art 
of making corn-dollies was 
also being displayed. 
There was an array of danc-
ing, with the participants all 
wearing their National Cos-
tume. 
The main arena was a hive 
of activity all day with Royal 
Mounted Military Police -
otherwise known as the 
Redcaps - and the R.A.F. 
Police Dog Demonstration 

Team providing very im-
pressive displays of skill. 
Special guest on Sunday 
was Timmy Mallett of Wac-
a-day fame, and on Mon-
day Peter O'Brien of 
Neighbours. 

Behind the main arena, The 
Redtail Falconry Display 
Team (husband + wife Ray 
and Wendy Aliker) had the 
audience in stitches whilst 
flying Willow the Barn Owl 
to some of the youngsters 
and Loppy the European 
Eagle Owl to the parents, 
encouraging him to fly over 
both children and adults 
sitting on the ground, flying 
so low, that to their delight, 
his wings brushed the top 
of their heads. Because of 
the buildings close by and 
the very strong wind on the 
day in question, the male 
Peregrine and female Lan-
ner did not gain the height 
expected but still flew well. 
The male Saker raked out 
a good distance, coming 

so low that he gave Wendy 
quite a start as he usually 
stays high. The display 
was rounded off with a fe-
male Harris Hawk flying to 
and from the main stand, 
taking pieces of meat 
which were thrown into the 
air, demonstrating the im-
mense agility of these par-
ticular birds. 

As well as displaying at 
Expo, Game Fairs and 
other similar functions, Ray 
and Wendy Aliker visit 
schools, free of charge, giv-
ing informative talks with a 
strong emphasis on con-
servation and flying their 
birds. As Ray is also a pro- 
fessional 	photographer 
photos are taken of the chil-
dren holding some of his 
birds, which can be pur-
chased if required. 
For more information on the 
Redtail Falconry Display 
Team, Ray and Wendy can 
be contacted on: (0279) 
410379 

Heart of England 
FALCONRY CENTRE 

The Heart of England Falconry Centre, owned by Steve 
Wright, is the only place where you can show your birds 
of prey, and see others being shown. They originally 
started in 1986, when field sports were under threat (and 
still are) to increase the awareness of the general public 
by bringing them together with falconers. 

There are four shows a year and on the occasions I have 
been there, many non-falconers and falconers have at-
tended, with a variety of birds mainly Kestrels, Buzzards, 
Redtailed and Harris Hawks, Lanner, Lugger and Saker 
Falcons and on some occasions Goshawks and Spar- 
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rowhawks, Ferruginous Buzzards, Peregrine Falcons and 
Merlins. Owls account for a large number of the birds, 
ranging from Little Owls, Barn Owls and Tawny Owls to 
Bengal and European Eagle Owls and Snowy Owls. 
When entering your bird allowances are made depending 
on the time of the year, for moulting and hunting, extra 
points are awarded if the bird is flown free, with special 
attention being paid to the maintenance of furniture. 
The day is rounded off with presentations of plaques, 
rosettes etc,. For more information you can contact Steve 
on: (0962) 52716 



GEOFF'S HOBBIES 
In 1985 I acquired a pair of 
Hobbies with the sole aim of 
breeding them. They were 
housed in a totally secluded 
aviary measuring 24'x12'x8' 
high. The floor was just natu-
ral dirt. The roof was galva-
nised chain link, which was 
O.K. for the previous occu-
pants (a pair of Lanners), but 
for the Hobbies I laid inch ny-
lon netting over the top of the 
chain link just to be on the 
safe side. Four feet of the roof 
was completely covered giv-
ing protection over the nest 
ledge, which is a triangle - 
3'x4'x5' situated diagonally 
over one corner at six feet off 
the ground. The five foot 
length across the front is six 
inches deep and the ledge is 
covered with a combination 
of sand gravel peat and soil, 
mixed equally to a depth of 
three inches, and a couple of 
rocks and a few twigs scat-
tered about. 

The birds were fed solely on 
chicks with SA37. This for-
mat had worked well in the 
past for breeding other fal-
cons and I felt it a good start 
for the Hobbies. Perching 
spots were arranged around 
the aviary at various heights 
from seven feet down and 
they came off the wall at right 
angles of various lengths, 
leaving plenty of space for 
flying without obstruction. 

In the first year the birds 
settled down well, looked ex-
tremely fit, were very vocal 
and three eggs were laid and 
pulled to put in the incubator. 
A second clutch of three more 
eggs was laid, copulating had 
not been observed and all 
eggs were infertile. I felt the 
male was inhibited about 
coming onto the nest ledge 

with the female. Thinking he 
felt trapped by the angle of 
the nest ledge, with only being 
able to come and go from the 
front. So for the 1986 breed-
ing season, I erected a crows 
type nest out in the middle of 
the aviary, with no cover over 
it. This being more of a natu-
ral type of nest for wild Hob-
bies. Great excitement was 
shown in this nest by both 
birds, especially the male, 
who seemed to spend a lot of 
time on the edge of the nest 
displaying and exercising very 

rapid wing beating. He was 
often joined by the female 
and the pair seemed well 
bonded, but just before the 
eggs were due the nest was 
abandoned on favour of the 
original nest site, used the 
previous year. Treading had 
been observed on several oc-
casions and food parcelling 
many times. Again three eggs 
were laid and put in the incu-
bator and a second clutch of 
three eggs were laid, with the 
male doing his share of the 
incubating. But all were in- 

fertile again. 
So for the next year I decided 
the answer must be in the 
feeding. 	Nothing was 
changed in the aviary. Hob- 
bies 	being 	mainly 
insectivorous, I felt that feed-
ing locusts might be the an-
swer. (I had trouble breeding 
them to start with, but that's 
another story). As the 1987 
breeding season approached 
I increased the amount of lo-
custs being fed. At the begin-
ning it was difficult to get the 
hobbies to feed on them, but 

by getting the birds keen to 
feed then popping the locusts 
through the feed hole they 
soon started taking them. By 
the breeding season there 
were locusts hopping all over 
the aviary, which seemed to 
stimulate lots of food parcel-
ling, with copulating and dis-
playing, the birds looked 
extremely well but yet again 
that year, no fertile eggs. I 
decided it was about time we 
had a change by splitting the 
pair and finding a new partner 
for one of them. This has al- 

ways been my policy with pre-
vious breeding birds. Having 
felt that these birds had had 
every chance of producing 
fertile eggs, but nothing com-
ing of it, I decided to look for 
another male. One was ob-
tained and put into the breed-
ing aviary with the female just 
before Christmas. The 
female accepted him straight 
away and they seemed very 
compatible. But then in April 
the female died. I managed 
to find a replacement on a 
breeding loan, both birds 
settled in well but we had no 
eggs that year. This year, 
1989, both birds looked fit and 
well on a diet of mice and 
chicks with SA37, no locusts. 
I have not spent as much time 
observing them as I would 
have liked, but have seen food 
parcelling and displaying, 
food parcelling, treading and 
even taking turns with the in-
cubating, I have no fresh ideas 
for next year at the moment. 
None of my other breeding 
birds have had the time and 
effort put into them, apart 
from my Swainson Hawks, 
which have also produced 
three infertile eggs this year. 
In the past I have bred many 
species without effort or at-
tention. It doesn't seem to 
matter whether they are im-
printed or not or what food 
you feed them, it seems that 
if they are going to breed they 
will. Maybe for next year I 
will consider A.I. (Artificial 
Insemination). 

Geoff Dalton 

IF ANYBODY HAS ANY 
SUGGESTIONS PLEASE 
WRITE TO US AT 
THE COTSWOLD, 
FALCONRY CENTRE. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 
TELEPHONE: 

(0536) 411636 

COURSES 

Half-day courses in Basic Hawk 
Handling, 

PHILIP P LEGGETT TAXIDERMIST BIRDS, 
MAMMALS, FISH, SCULPTED, MODELLED 
AND MOUNTED TO HIGHEST STANDARD. 
TEL. BOLTON (0204) 23622. 

TAXIDERMIST 

High Quality exhibition Work DOE Registered 

(0787) 248290 or (0836) 255026 
Also best prices paid for deceased specimens. TRY THE OTHERS 	THEN CALL ME 

QUAIL  

ANY SIZE FROM 45p 
C & L JACKSON 

BARNSLEY (0226) 241834 

3 mins from M1 EXIT 37. 

HEART OF ENGLAND 
FALCONRY. tel 0789 470013 

(10-5) or 0926 52716 (evenings) 

i.:QuIPMEN 

COMMERCIAL TAXIDERMIST 

Ron Hussey - Bird Specialist 

Very high standard of Work 

16 years of experience 

Tel. (0842) 762503 

.IMETRY 

EQUIPMENT 

ICI Peter W Scott 
MSc. BVSc.MRCVS.M1131o1 

	surgical sexing, 
microchip ID, etc 

Wnchester (0962)-883895 
cellphone (0836)-217686 

fax (0962)-881790 

ra 

sNi , 1 ERIKA,• 	1W1( ,S 

ALAN JONES 

Veterinary Surgeon 
Available for medical and surgical treat-
ment to Birds of Prey including surgical 
sexing and microchip identification. 

Telephone (0444) 811916 
Fax (0444) 811908 
Mobile (0836) 205879 
WEST SUSSEX 

Kangaroo Leather, ideal for 
jesses, £15 per skin + p and p. 
Tel: 086 64 238 

FRESH & FROZEN 

CHICKS & TURKEY POULTS 

£3 for 100, £27.50 for 1000 

COLLECTION ONLY, AGENTS WANTED 
IN OTHER AREAS 

Tel.(053 759) 2025 GI.Glen, 
Leics 

FROZEN FOOD 

QUAIL 50p 	RAT PINKS 8p 

RATS 25p 	MICE 12p 

LARGE GUINEA PIGS 50p 

DAY OLD CHICKS £3 per 100 

E25 per 1000, £20 per 1000 FRESH 

tel. 0635 27440 BERKS/HANTS 

TURKEY CHICKS £24 per 1000 MAY 
DELIVER LARGE ORDERS, CONSTANT 
SUPPLY. PHONE 0244 - 812158. 

"It is an offence to sell or offer to buy or sell most birds 
(and other animals), dead or alive, without a licence or 
exemption from the Department of the Environment, or 
(for dead birds only) registration under section 6 of the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. All advertisements 
should be accompanied by a declaration form obtain-
able, with an explanatory note, from the Advertisement 
Manager". 

Hawk Management, 

Hood Making. 

Adults £20, Juniors (10 - 15) 
£12.50 

Capture the Power, Grace and 
Beauty of your Bird of Prey in 
Oils. Fine quality, oil painting 
from your favourite photgraph. 
Details - Studio Leonora, 44 
Kents Hill Road, South Benfleet, 
Essex. 

FALCONRY FURNITURE BY MIKE 
BUTTERWORTH. 

FALCON LEISURE 
A WIDE RANGE OF SUPERB QUALITY Offer The Falcon Gentle' VHS Video for 
ITEMS USING ONLY THE BEST MATE- £12.50 including p+p. Also a selection of 
RIALS ARE NOW AVAILABLE MOSTLY falconry prints to suit all pockets and 
FROM STOCK. selected books. Send order to 
FOR CATALOGUE SAE PLEASE TO:- FALCON LEISURE 
MIKE BUYER WORTH 52 ElENNE 	IFS CLOSE 
83 VICTORIA STREET COBHAM 
ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE SURREY 	KT11 1A1 
LANCASHIRE 	ENGLAND OL7 OSY TEL: (0932) 64404 (EVENINGS ONLY) 

AUDIO PRECISION. 

Wildlife research & management 
electronic systems. 

Specialists in radio tracking systems for 
over 16 years, wishes The Falconers 
Magazine every success on the launch 
of their publication. 

36 Tathan Crescent, St Athan, S. Galm. 
CF6 9PE. Tel: 0446 750248 

NEXT ISSUE - SPRING '90 

The next issue of 
The Falconers Magazine 

will be out on February 1st 
1990 and available by 

subscription ONLY 
Please see page 5 for full details 
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RED KITE 

No 3 is a superb study of one of the United 
Kingdom's rarest birds of prey, the Red Kite, which 

only nests at present in mid Wales. 

PEREGRINE FALCON, GOLDEN EAGLE 
and RED KITE 

BY R. DAVID DIGBY 

PEREGRINE FALCON 

A chance to own a superb full colour signed 
limited edition print of Britain most noble 

falcon, by one of the world's acknowledged masters 
of bird of prey paintings. 

a superb painting of a Peregsine, Digby's style being reminiscent of 
Reid Henry's, makes this a desirable pint to own. . . • Jemima Pony-

Jones, The Falconry Centre, Newent, Gloucestershire. 

"GOLDIE' THE GOLDEN EAGLE 

No 2 in the series is in the memory of "Goldie" who 
in 1965 captured the hearts of the British Public 

when he escaped twice from London Zoo within a 
matter of months. His first escape lasted from 27 
Feb to 10 March and his second from 15 - 19 Dec. 
He eventually died on 23 March 1986, at the age of 

29, from cancer. 

PUBLISHED IN A NUMBERED LIMITED EDITION OF 850 
PRINTS, SIGNED BY THE ARTIST, ON HIGHEST 
QUALITY PAPER (IMAGE AREA 18" x 14") 

R. David Digby is one of the world's foremost artists of Birds of 
Prey, and was responsible for all 44 paintings in Tom Cade's book 
"Falcons of the World", and many other publications. His work is 
extremely sought after and he paints mainly on commission, for 
clients as far ranging as the Middle East, Europe and America 
where his work is especially popular, and these prints represents a 
superb investment at a very realistic price for such a famous artist. 

SPECIAL OFFER PRICE 

ALL THREE PRINTS ... £100 inclusive of VAT, post 
and packing, unframed. 

ANY TWO PRINTS ... £70 inclusive of VAT post and 
packing, unframed. 

SINGLE PRINT ... £39.95 inclusive of VAT post and 
packing, unframed. 

TO ORDER A PRINT/S. Please send a cheque or postal order for the relevant 
amount (unframed, inclusive of VAT, post and packing) to: 

WELLAND VALLEY FINE ARTS LTD 
7/8 CROSSBANK, GREAT EASTON, MARKET HARBORUGH, 
LEICS. LE16 8SR 
Tel: 057 287 531 (Morcott 531).  



20" A.  16" 
framed 	framed 

15" A- 12" 

EYE LEVEL PHOTOGRAPHY 
• 

are pleased to present three more classic studies from 
their superb "Birds of Prey" collection by the 

Master Hawk photographer Ray Aliker 

The Harris Hawk TheGosshawk 

• 

Printed by Hand to the highest quality, 
mounted, heat sealed and attractively 
framed and ready to hang. Available in 
two sizes: 20"x 16" at £68.00 or 15" x12" 
at £47.00 (please include £7.00 p & pl 
overseas postage £14.00) or print only 
20" x 16" at £28.00 (please include £3.50 
p & p/overseas postage £7.00) 

Please allow 28 days for delivery 
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TheBarn Owl 

please tick TheGosshawk 

The Harris Hawk 

The Barn 0 wl 

I enclose a cheque/P.O./for 

Name 	  

Address 	  

	  Post code 	  
payable to EYE LEVEL PHOTOGRAPHY, 80 Morley Grove, 

Harlow, Essex CM20 lED. Tel: (0279) 410379 

7  Please send me 
unframed 
20" x 16" 


