


BEN LONG, still making the best falconry equipment.
The widest range, the finest qua] ity.
Often copiecl , never equa"ecl o
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BRYN HYFRYD,RHYD-Y-MEUDWY, LLANELIDAN,RUTHIN, CLWYD.
TELEPHONE: 08245-742.

OSPREY - HUNTER OF THE LOCH

A limited edition print by Wildlife artist and author Richard J
Willett. The print shows an Osprey in flight having caught a trout.

In full colour, this special edition is limited to only 75 prints.

Other limited editions available are "The Element of Surprise"
which shows an Otter feeding on a trout. Only 300 prints were
available, of which 6 remain.

PLACE YOUR ORDER WITHOUT DELAY BY CONTACTING:-

RICHARD J WILLETT
Telephone: (0530) 39789

I HAYES CLOSE, WHITWICK, LEICESTERSHIRE LE6 3P]

No illustration was available at the time of going to press.
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Welcome to the second issue of The Falconers Magazine.
We have a varied selection of articles for you again, some informational some
controversial and some just plain good reading. Also we have an amateur
photo competition on page 8. So get your cameras out everybody, as you can
win some great prizes.

s ﬁ sxxxx+xxsxxx  Wehavereceived a lot of letters, a few of which have been printed but unfor-
| Pt Covert Bk Tovesile tunately we do not have room for them all.

I would like to say that all the articles that have been and will be published

Female Goshawk. Foreground
=\ Aﬁ”ff Female Goshawk. in The Falconers Magazine have had a great deal of thought given to them, es-
. Pholograph Ray Aliker pecially as beginners will be reading them. If some Falconers will insist on not

admitting to making mistakes, then how can others (beginners and experts

MHM Quarterly by C.T.C  alike) avoid making these same mistakes. Once again 1 would like to take this

BUWG‘HONS ~ opportunity to thank everybody for their help and support. Please keep the
articles coming. Happy hawking and a prosperous 1990.
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A Four year old imprint Prairie Falcon
Note:- Loose Feather Stance and
Food Soiled Front.

With the advance in recent years of
captive breeding, the imprint has become
an integral part of the modern falconers
life. Previously the odd Sparrowhawk
would be deliberately imprinted so as to
make it's training easier.

But in the days when young hawks
and falcons could be taken from the nest,
under licence, great care was taken not
to imprint them. What could be worse
than a mantling, screaming bird. They
are not a pleasure to handle or fly and no
amount of sport could make up for these
dreadful short comings.

But now captive breeding has changed
all that. Notonly do we now understand
the imprint more fully, but we recognise
the different types and the uses to which
they can or can’t be put.

The Mal or food imprint is probably
the one we are all most familiar with. It
is also the one which most of us detest.
It will scream non stop when hungry, it
snatches its food and mantles when eat-
ing. Imprints can nearly always be spot-
ted, even when not screaming, by their
dirty chests. Their eating habits are truly
frustrating, apart from the mantling,
which sooner or later leads to broken
feathers, they try and gulp down food as
if they haven't eaten for weeks. Should
you be foolish enough to try and help
them they will foot or bite you. Whilst
eating their eyes go to slits and they look
like they are about to expire.

Because the bond between bird and
falconer is a food one they are extremely
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Jjealous and are dangerous in the extreme
to other hawks or falcons. They can also
be dangerous to people. Unless you have
ever hada food imprint Red Tailed Hawk
come hurtling towards your head because
you are slow to produce food you do not
know what panic really means. Another
trait is thatas an imprint gets older it can
often take an intense dislike to other
people and will attack them. In short
and broad wings this often takes the form
of hatred towards women. Quite why |
don’t know, but | do know of several
instances of this.

It is the Mal imprint that is probably
the greatest threat to falconry at the
moment. Sooner or later someone,
probably a member of the public is going
to get hurt. The press, by their very
nature, will not want to know the truth.
They will merely want a good story. A
bird of prey deliberatelyt attacking a
person would, in their eyes, make very
good copy. Three years ago | was in-
deed attacked by a female American Bald
Eagle, purely and simply because |
couldn’t get the food out of my bag fast
enough. She attacked, fortunately for
me, more with beak than with feet. 1
knew why she had done it and that it was
not really her fault, but that didn't make
the stitches any less painful. Butimag-
ine the uproar if she had attacked an
onlooker/not me. Itis a very frightening
thought.

With the use of artificial insemination
becoming more and more prevalent,

Gyr/Peregrine Hybrid.

more and more imprints are appearing
on the market. Because most people do
not want imprints, they tend to be sold
cheaper to the less experienced. So the
nastier, more difficult birds to handle
are tending to go to the people that
understand them the least. It is a trend
that can only lead to future troubles for
the sport in general.

The Americans, under their falconry
legislation, have to imprint hybrids. The
idea being that if they get lost and go
feral they can not inter breed and there-
fore threaten indigenous species. But
what the Americans do is to socially
imprint their birds. This is a totally dif-
ferent situation. The birds are bonded,
not by food, but by affection. This also
has the advantage, in later life, that the
bird will think of the falconer as its
natural mate. If amale it will give semen
and if female will present itself for
copulation.

Social imprinting is started when the
bird is around the ten days old mark. No
food is ever given directly, the bird is
allowed to eatas much asitneeds in it’s
early life. but it must always be allowed
tocome across it. Asif by accident. By
the time training commences the bird is
already bonded, butnot by food. There-
fore no screaming or mantling or any of
the other nasty habits.

Social imprinting is also used for birds
that are going to be kept purely for arti-
ficial insemination projects. Males will
give semen without having to be striped



and females will present themselves for
insemination. Therefore thereis noneed
for them to be handled in order to overt
the oviduct.

Deliberate Mal imprinting is still use-
ful in the case of the Sparrowhawk, as it
is so small and by nature nervous. Some
falconers like to imprint Merlins, but |
personally could not live with a scream-
ing Merlin. For such a small bird their
voice is extremely powerful and goes
right through you. And as for a scream-
ing peregrine or Goshawk they are surely
the quickest way of making you take up
another sport.

Social imprinting and the use of artifi-
cial insemination has gota lot of advan-
tages. Not the least being the various
hybrids that are now available to our
sport. But again the uneducated can be
duped. How many people have bought
a bird , being assured it is parent reared,
have found on cutting its weight down
that it screams and is definately an
imprint. Creche reared birds also leave
a great deal to be desired.

Now that the price of birds has dropped
dramatically the more established and
responsible breeders are aiming for
quality not quantity. But to be fair these
are the same breeders that have been
sounding the warning bells for several

MARGARET. The bald eagle coming to the authors fist.

years and no one has been listening to
them.

As with many things in life, you only
get what you pay for. A breeder has to
establish his breeding pairs, house and
feed them and spend a great deal of time
on them before any chance of a financial
reward comes into sight. This should be

Imprinted Black GyriPeregrine

borne in mind the next time you enquire
as to the price of a bird.

The amount of breeders using natu-
ral breeding and full parent rearing is
very low indeed. But if you want quality
birds then these are the sort of people
you are going to have to turn to. If their
birds are slightly more expensive than
their competitors then it is only as it
should be. Quality has never been cheap.

Iam sure that no true falconer genu-
inely enjoys flying imprints more than
parent reared birds. But in the case of
the falcons it is not too bad. But with
short and broad wings it is thoroughly
unpleasant and, as already discussed, in
some cases dangerous.

In the case of Owls the whole thought
process is turned around. An imprint is
decidedly more desirable. They are
easier to train and keep in good health.
Do not scream and mantle and are diffi-
cult to lose. In fact a great many non-
imprint owls would sooner starve to
death than give in and be trained. But, as
with all imprints, imprint owls in par-
ticular know no fear. My wifes’ Bengal
Eagle Owl will give a full threat display
to the Bald Eagle and means it. He once
actually tried to attack the Eagle in ear-
nest, but fortunately got pulled up short.

But imagine and imprintedEagle on
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started training an eyass Tiercel pere-
grine of the year as soon as it was pos-
sible. Once the bird had reached the
stage where it could sit out and weather
unhooded, it was put on a lawn with
three adult Peregrines. It was hungry
and there it sat with three adults. To
this day the falconer concerned cannot
understand why the Tiercel started to
scream.

Just as a final footnote | was invited
last year to see a young falconer fly his
newly acquired Prairie Falcon loose for
first time. Having a particular soft spot
for the Prairie Falcon | made arrange-
ments to see the bird flown. It circled
the young lad once then landed on the
ground. Where it then sat screaming
and mantling. The young lad ran off
fifty o
sixty yards and called his bird. The
Prairie ran the whole way, to the young
falconer, vocalising all the time. He
knelt down and held out his fist with
food on it. The Prairie ran up his arm
and bit him several times in the face and
neckbefore spolting the food on the
glove and switching it’s attention to it.

All in all | think 1 can live without
imprints.

An imprinted Sakret. Note:- The damage to the ends of the primaries, caused by mantling.
Below. European Eagle Owl.

the loose, it has no fear, whether it be
man or beast. A lost imprinted Eagle or
Ferruginous would be a very frighten-
ing thing. We as falconers have a job
understanding the fear felt by some
people of our birds. But it would take a
very brave man not to be scared of an
imprinted Eagle that was trying to land
on him and calling the whole while, in
the hopes of getting fed.

I have nothing against imprints, pro-
viding they have been imprinted for a
purpose, other than the breeders greed.
And providing they are going to be
handled and flown, or used for breeding
by someone that specifically wanted an
imprint. Ihave flown various imprints
myself and they can prove useful, such
asindisplay work etc. But on the whole,
when it comes to sport, | could happily
live without them.,

[t should also be remembered that it is
easy to imprint a parent reared bird if
care is not taken. A great many Harris
Hawks become imprinted because they
are handled much too soon. Also 1 can
think of one reputable falconer who the
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ALAN
JONES

VETERINARY SURGEON

Available for medical and
surgical treatment to Birds
of Prey
sexing and microchip

identification.

including surgical

Telephone: (0444) 811916
Fax: (0444) 811908
Mobile: (0836) 205879

WEST SUSSEX

riorslee Trading Est.Tellgrd,Shropshire';
Telford(0952) 618392/612900 Fax:613622

WELCOME TO
Golden Valley Finance & Insurance

23a Monk Street, Abergavenny, Gwent, NP7 S5ND.
TEL: (0873) - 2212 (day) (0981) - 240536 (evenings)
for friendly, helpful and efficient service and advice on every type
of insurance and finance.

INSURANCE FOR BIRDS OF PREY AND ALL

OTHER SPECIES. (underwritten by NORWICH UNION)

A policy designed by our proprietor, Sharon, who has kept birds of all
types for over 10years. When you insure birds with us, you know that you
are dealing with someone who understands your hobby. Our policy gives
the widest cover available and there is a choice of two levels which can be
mixed and matched on one policy. Forthose with larger collections, the
main core can be insured under Standard Cover whilst certain individual
birds could benefit from Supercover.

STANDARD COVER - theft, fire, lightning, explosion, earthquake, storm,
flood, riot, civil commotion, malicious persons or vandals, falling trees.

* £50 for first £2000 worth. £10 per extra £1000

SUPERCOVER - theft, fire, lightning, explosion, earthquake, storm,
flood, civil commotion, malicious persons or vandals, falling trees.

- death by accident, illness or disease.

- vets fees & death resulting from surgical sexing.

* £15 per £100 value (reduced to £12.50 if vets fees deleted)

PUBLIC LIABILITY - for flying birds of prey.
AVIARIES & BIRDROOMS - £5 per £1000 value.
SPECIAL OFFER - 10% OFF ALL BIRD INSURANCE PREMI-
UMS
Ask for your FREE FULL INFORMATION PACK TODAY.

Members of the British Insurance & Investment Brokers Associstion.

Cornish tHawking Centre
Beginners Courses 1990

Located in a small Hamlet within walking dis-
tance of Bodmin Moor. Set amid beautiful gar-
dens and woodland, the Cornish Hawking Cen-
ter offers you the opportunity to take up the sport
of Falconry in the most receptive and relaxed at-
mosphere possible. As most courses are limited
to only two students this gives you maximum
exposure to all our birds and therefore a much
more comprehensive insight into basic falconry.

We offer Three, Four or Five day Courses, de-
pendent on seasonal change and your particular
requirements.

The Center can offer superb residential accomo-
dation, or if you wish there are good local hotels
and inns for you to choose from.

For further details please telephone:
0579 63409.
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SWAROVSKI
UK Ltd.

FIRST PRIZE

A PAIR OF SWAROVSKI BINOCULARS
COMPLETE WITH LEATHER CASE,
VALUE £400 APPROX.

SECOND PRIZE

A GLOVE MADE TO MEASURE,
DONATED BY BEN LONG

THIRD PRIZE

A BOOK TRAITE-DE-FAUCONNERIE,
DONATED BY BOB DALTON

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY,

1) All entries must arrive no later than 30th April 1990. Winning entries announced in Autumn 1990 issue.

2) Please put all information on the back of the photograph. i.e. Breed, Sex, Age of bird or birds. Name, address
and telephone number.

3) If you wish your photo to be returned please enclose a SAE.

4) All photographic entries are accepted on the understanding that the publishers have the right to reproduce
them in part or in whole as and when required.

5) It is our editorial policy not to publish photo's of birds on kills as this may cause offence but pictures of birds
pursuing quarry will be accepted.

6) All entries should be sent to; Photographic Competition
C.T.C. Publications
Dalkeith House
Dalkeith Place
Kettering
Northants
NN16 0BS.
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INCUBATORS HUGHES AND WICKS

BROODING & REARING EQUIPMENT H Veterinary Surgeons %
SEND 2 X 20P STAMPS FOR OUR

ILLUSTRATED 30 PAGE CATALOGUE
over 60 incubators to choose from,

All domestic and exotic animals and birds of prey/
raptor seen by appointment.

suitable for all AVIAN SPECIES, For further infqnnation and appointmcnt bookings
inc. RAPTORS, REPTILES etc. ring Mr John Wicks on

Prices from £39.50 inc. VAT & Delivery. Witham (0376) 513247
ALSQ spares and accessories. Spring Lodge Veterinary Centre,

INCUBATOR SPECIALISTS (Dept FN) Powers Hall End,
TOLEDO WORKS, 81 HOLLIS CROFT, Witham, Essex, CMS8 2HG.
SHEFFIELD, S1 4BG. TEL: (0742) 700651.

K. WAKEFIELD

A completerange of furniture by a full-time

Falconry Supplies professional. Only the very finest traditional

and modern materials are used and these are
DIAL HOUSE, superbly hand crafted to produce falconrry
NEWBOTTLE, furniture of unequalled quality manufactured

HOUGHTON -LE-SPRING,  in a time honoured art.

TYNE & WEAR DH4 4EP, Please send S.A.E for current full colour
ENGLAND. brochure.

Cotstoold
Faltonry Ceuire

A great experience for all the family
Watch:
Eagles, Hawks, Owls and Falcons, in flight.
Observe:
Their grace, speed and agility.
Appreciate:
The very close relationship between falconer and birds.
Visit:
"Owl Wood" and see many species of owls.

Cotswold Falconry Centre
Batsford Park, Moreton-in-Marsh, Glos.
Telephone: Blockley (0386) 701043

Open 7 days a week from March 10th - November 30th, 10.30am - 5.30pm.
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FOREVER AMBER,

what t |

travelling to and from work. Ambé:{_}
~ back of the rear seat and look out the window, not
the average motorist expects to see on the way to work.

s to sit on the

Amber is a two year old Bengalese Eagle
Ow]1 and has completely changed my entire
outlook on life. Before his arrival life was
neat and orderly and everything had its place.
My time was my own and 1 was free to go
away for weekends and holidays, on the spur
of the moment, like everybody else.

Justunder two years ago|, foolishly, thought
it would be nice to have another Owl to fly.
In the past 1 had trained and flown Tawny
Owls and Barn Owls purely for fun, and had
thoroughly enjoyed the experience. I had been
without a bird for several years and missed
the enjoyment that flying your own bird
brings.

I have always been interested in Falconry,
but prefer to train Owls. So 1 thought that
this time | would get myself one of the larger
Ow]s that 1 could fly at quarry occasionally.
The thought being that 1could have the best
of both worlds.

Scanning the for sale column of Cage and
Aviary birds, it soon became clear that my
choice would be between a European Eagle
Owl or A Bengal Eagle Owl. I felt that for
my first large Owl the European would
probably prove to be too large. So 1 happily
plumped for a Bengal.

Several phone calls later | had made arrange-
ments o go and view a young Bengal.
Needless 1o say it was love at first sight and
home | trundled with my new found com-
panion in a cardboard box. My pocket was
lighter but my heart was much happier.

Amber, named after his gorgeous eyes, was
Jjust a month old and | was pleased that1 got
him young enough to imprint on myself. At
this age, obviously he could not fly and was
alovely fluffy ball that seemed to be perma-
nently hungry. Being abig softy at heart the
cardboard box, complete with Owl, spent
the night beside the bed. Being self em-
ployed, he was able to come to work with
me and actually enjoyed the carride to and
fro.

This is how he grew up. At all times with
me. When it got to the stage that he started to
take short testing flights around the house |
decided he was ready to have his jesses
fitted. He took this very personally and
sulked with me for a couple of days. Being
well and truly imprinted, he would always
come to me without hesitation for his food,
but he liked to take it away and eat it some-
where else.

It was at this point that 1 decided that his
serious training should start. I purchased an
indooor and and outdoor perch from Ray
Prior and fitted Amber with a leash and
swivel. The resulting sulk lasted slightly
longer and actually had me feeling guilty.
But 1hardened my heart and training contin
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ued. Bearing in mind that at night the indoor
bow perch was placed beside my bed. Per-
haps you shouldn't treat Owls as pets but1 get
genuine pleasure from Amber's company, and
want as much of it as possble. Also of course
the constant company helps to keep the bond
between us strong. Atleast, thatis my excuse
for being soft and I'm sticking to it.

Training proceeded in the normal way and
Amber was soon flying to the fist outdoors
and was very obedient. Unlike hawks and
falcons that have been imprinted, Owls that
have been imprinted do not scream at the top
of their voice or mantle when feeding. Much
nicer to handle.

In fact quite the opposite is true. They do
call toyouon sight, but it is a pleasant call and
seems based more on joy than hunger.
Amber never bites or foots me but will on
occasions gently nibble at a finger or preen
my hair.

When flying Amber always gives a call just
before landing on the fist. This habit has
proved handy on a couple of occasions. Twice
now Amber has come to the fist when 1 hadn't
expected him to and it was his little call that
alerted me in time.

The stage of training when Amber was onthe
creance went very well indeed, but the pe-
riod was not without incident. One evening
he had come to the fist, well, three times and
1 decided this was enough. I was in the proc-
ess of removing the creance when two burly
policemen appeared. They said 1 had been

Flying a large Owl has
provedtobe
tremendous fun and I
would unreservedly

recommend it to

reported for trapping a wild bird and should
let it go immediately. I politely pointed out
that the bird wore jesses and 1 was in the
process of training it to fly free.

We had a long discussion, which on occa-
sions got very heated, and finally I convinced
them that it wasn't a native Tawny Owl. It
was in fact aBengal and it had been bred in
captivity. One of the constables then returned
to the car to check what 1 had been saying.
When he returned he said that the bird should
have aring if it was captive bred. Again |
explained the situation and again he returned

Lo the car for advice, care of the two
way radio.

At last he seemed convinced. But
he said conclusive proof would be
if the bird flew to me of it's own
choice. So back Amber went to
the post 1 flew him from and, thank-
fully he came a final time, to the
fist immediately. At last the law
was satisfied and Amber and my-
self were free to go.

Not long after this incident | got a
visit from the RSPCA saying that
they had received a complaint that
1 was keeping awild bird against its
will. But fortunately this time the
inspector was very clued up on
birds of prey and had come more
out of interest than duty.

In actual fact we have since be-
come very good friends and he has been of
help to me on more than one occasion.

Once Amber was flying well loose | went
about trying to get him to catch something,.
Easier said than done. He would fly along
after rabbits but wouldn't attack them. He
would fly into the top of a tree and watch the
squirrels scurrying around. I hadn't done
what every falconer would know to do. I
hadn't put that extra edge on his appetite.

Once 1 did he was a different bird. He
actually attacked arabbit with gusto. Buthe
was easily kicked off. But his first squirrel
he killed with ease. But without doubt his
favourite prey is the poor old moorhen. He
caiches them with relative ease and has
taken a fair number up to now. His most
successful style of hunting is when he pre-
tends to be a Goshawk. I throw him up into
a tree and then walk off in abig circle to the
other side of the pond where we regularly
hunt. Sooner or later amoorhen will try and
slip away from me unaware of the Owl in
the tree.

As soon as Amber spots it he drops down
out of the tree in a long shallow glide. But
his glide is very deceptive. It appears slow,
but in actual fact he is picking up speed all
thetime. Should the moorhen spot him and
try and make arun for it, then Amber starts
to flap his wings and puts on a spurt. For
those who have never seen an Eagle Owl
flying flat out they would be very surpised
at their tumn of speed.

Like ahawk, he can't keep maximum speed
up for long, butitisnormally enough to take
all but the most resilient moorhen. He has
also taken a few small birds, but these are
taken purely by surprise. Again he glides
out of a tree, and approaches them from
behind. Because of his silent flight he isnot
often beaten. The prey only escapes if he
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bungles his footing. It is when he has killed
that the one bad side of his imprint nature
comes out. He does not mantle, nor does he
try and carry, but he also does not want to
share his kill.

If 1 try and approach him too quickly he just
tuns his back on me. If 1 try going round
him he just keeps on turning so that his back
is always tome. If ] allow him a few minutes
to get over his elation then he will allow me
to make straight in. The one thing he won't

do is try to eat his prey 1ill he is back on the
fist.

Amber still sleeps in the bedroom with me
and still comes to work with me everyday.
People are used to seeing us together and
seem to expect it.. We still give the odd
driver ashock on the M25 when travelling to
and from work. Amber likes 1o sit on the
back of the rear seat and look out the win-
dow, not what the average motorist really
expects o see on the way to work.

Flying a large Owl has proved to be tre-
mendous fun and | would unreservedly rec-
ommend it to anybody. The only thing to re-
member is that Owls do not have crops and
they do not cast as regularly as hawks or
falcons.

I am sure that hunting with Amber could
not be called falconry, butitis fun and we do
caich the occasional head. Amber gets his
daily excercise and | get my enjoyment and
companionship. It suits us nicely.

Amber a two year old Bengalese Eagle Owl
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SPECIAL READERS OFFER

Wtagazine  brought to you in conjunction with
Oheshirewear

A RANGE OF FINE WAXED COTTON GARMENTS ATA
PRICE EVERYBODY CAN AFFORD
THAT’S CHESHIREWEAR EXCLUSIVELY

For a long time there has been some mystique about waxed cotton clothing, the general opinion has been that to
get a good garment you must pay the earth and buy a “‘name” brand, this is no longer the case, Cheshirewear by
R W Kelly and Company supplies quality garments, direct from the manufacturers, at half the price by cutting out the
middleman and passing the saving on to you, the customer, with no loss of quality, an added bonus is that you do
not pay extra for the hood, this and the very reasonable prices add up to a very good deal for anybody who wants a
quality garment at a reasonable price.

. Q .a?.'-.ﬁ o w . LZbQ

OUR VERY POPULAR

Falconers
price

£27

OUR STANDARD

JACKET. NYLON TWO SHORT JACKET THAT
WAY HEAVY DUTY ZIP, OFFERS GOOD

STORM CUFFS, STORM WEATHER PROTECTION
FLAP, TWO HAND- BUT STILL ALLOWS THE
WARMER POCKETS, WEARER FULL FREEDOM
TWO FRONT FLAP OF MOVEMENT.

POCKETS, HOOD
INCLUDED IN THE PRICE.

NORMAL PRICE ' NORMAL PRICE

Falcgners qb@ S i 1 . q-be CFQZ&SM&’? N
price A SUPERIOR A FULL LENGTH COAT
£27 - WAISTCOAT/BODY WITH ALL THE USUAL ﬂ
I WARMER MADE FROM | | SUPERB FEATURES 4 A
- CUPRA OILED CAMBRIC | | SUCH AS:
' FAR LIGHTER AND * CORDUROY COLLAR
STRONGER THAN * 2 HAND WARMER
WAXED COTTON. POCKETS * 2 OTHER
FEATURES * TWO HAND | | LARGE POCKETS

WARMER POCKETS # * SPECIAL WARM

TWO FRONT FLAP LINING » DETACHABLE
POCKETS. FULLY LINED HOOD
NORMAL PRICE NORMAL PRICE

The Things Our Customers Say!!! (ALL LETTERS AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION)

Having received my bomber jacket I feel

Thanks for supplying the excellent 1 have just received my jacket and am

I must congratulate you, having been a
bit apprehensive about the actual
material and cut of the jacket, for such a
reasonable price. I was delighted with
the superb quality of the complete jacket,
I will certainly be recommending the
Jjacket to my friends.

~W.P,WALES

waxed cotton jacket. I must say thatI am
very impressed. — C. K., LONDON

Your bomber jacket is a masterpiece in
quality and design, for the amount
charged. I am very happy with it and my
friends are sending their orders on to
you.—dJ.C, NORTHERN IRELAND

delighted with the finish, colour and
lining. I am now ordering one for my
daughter.— G. T.,SCOTLAND

My old jacket cost more three years ago
than your Countryman does now and
was not as good quality. I am very
pleased. — K. P.,, DEVON

All the garments are made from 100% pure 12 oz waxed cotton unless otherwise stated and are sent with a full
money back guarantee if garment is returned (unworn) within fourteen days of dispatch. We offer a full back up
service on all goods sold. What more could you ask for!

If you want quality not just a name, order NOW you won’t be disappointed.
See the enclosed Form (in this issue) to Order.
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TWO CAN BE FUN

Jessica and Jonah are two Canadian Harris Hawks that
came into my possession just over fifteen months ago.
They fly nicely, take quarry on a regular basis and are
occasionally flown in a cast at rabbits. Nothing unusual
in that, except perhaps that these are the first hawks 1
have ever trained.

Just over three years ago, 1 attended a Falconry course,
more as a means of seeing if Falconry was for me, than
expecting to learn the ins and outs of the sport in a week.
The course itself was, on reflection, very poor, but it did
have the effect of making me get in touch with a good
falconer and persuading him to teach me properly. I
was, perhaps, fortunate in that the falconer 11atched onto
was happy to share his knowledge with me and helped
me in every way possible. He allowed me to go hunting
with him and 1 was lucky enough to witness Partridge
Hawking with Peregrines and plenty of fun at more or
less anything with a Tiercel Goshawk.

Circumstances dictated that my first bird should be a
shortwing, 1 did not see the point of starting with a
Buzzard and obviously a Goshawk or a Sparrowhawk
were out of the question, due to my inexperience, SO a
Harris or Ferruginous was to be my choice. On the
advice of my Falconry mentor , 1 decided on a Harris
Hawk. The Ferruginousis, undoubted ly, a splendid bird
but better suited to more open country than 1 have
available for hunting. I started to look round for a
suitable Harris Hawk; the last thing 1 wanted was an
imprint or someone elses problem child. As always
happens with these things, 1 found the sort of
bird lwas looking for at the same time
that my friend was offered a suitable
bird. (Not knowing that the same
day 1 had found what 1 wanted,
he bought the second Harris on
my behalf). He also managed to
get me a very good deal and this
bird cost considerably less than
the one 1 had purchased.
Suddenly, 1 was in the ridiculous
situation of having gone from
hawkless to over hawked in one
day. After much deliberation 1
decided that 1 would like to
keep both the hawks, but
obviously as a beginner one

was more than enough.
Again, fellow falconer to

the rescue. We trained the
hawks in tandem, which
alsomeant that1 got a good
insight into training
methods and leamnt a few

of the little tricks that are

not mentioned in books.

Both birds were made to

the hood, even though it

is not normal practise

by Pauline Bloomfield

with shortwings. My mentor always makes a point of
making all his birds to the hood in case an emergency
should crop up that he has to deal with single handed.
Both birds progressed well and were soon flying loose.
They spent every day near, but not too near, each other
on the weathering ground and, after a discussion about
flying a cast of Tiercel Peregrines at magpies, 1 asked if
it would be possible to fly my Harris Hawks in a cast,
(that is together). Apparently no problem, providing
they are not imprints and great care is taken. I must
admit to being very nervous the first few times, but
things worked out well. So far, so good. When being
flown together the Hawks are not allowed to follow on
as is the norm with one Harris. Aftereach flight they are
called back to our fists. We have only had one small
incident so far and that was when Jessica killed and
Jonah seemed jealous. He did not try and attack her but
instead made several passes and shallow stoops at her,
completely ignoring the fist until his fit of temper was
over. Otherthan that one occasion everything has been
okay.
We have had some kills and a great deal of fun. I must
admit that 1 am still learning and probably have a long
way to go before I can truly call myself a Falconer, but
at least my birds are in good condition,fly well and take
quarry.
I also admit that1 have been very fortunate in meeting
up with a Falconer who was enthusiastic about helping
and teaching me when he could. Somany other beginners,
that 1 have spoken to, seem to have come up
agaisnt a brick wall when asking older, more
experienced Falconers for help. The
older Falconers seem to forget that
they were novices themselves atone
stage. All being well and providing
1 haven't losteither Jessica or Jonah,
1 will put them together in an aviary
in two years time and keep my
fingers crossed for some new
arrivals.
Just as an afterthought, when 1
obtained my Harris Hawks,
Jessica hated dogs and would
not tolerate them. Now she
happily works with a pointer.
The cure was really very
simple. I have a friend
with five working dogs.
He had Jessica at his place
for a week and fed his
dogs around herina circle
at the same time. She is
now completely dog
proof, providing they do
not try and come too
close when she is on a
kill.
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Frustrations

In late 1983 1 obtained a wild,
disabled, female buzzard
from a friend who knew that
1 wished to try and breed
them. On arrival she had vir-
tually no flight feathers, (
even now she has not got a
full set, but every year she
manages to retain more).
She was very well mannered
and very friendly. I housed
her in a 12 x 8 x 6 open
fronted aviary. In January
1984 1 received a three year
old wild, taken male from a
friend who had taken it un-
der licence then, as it hap-
pens, moved onto another
bird. He was put in the avi-
ary with the female, nor-
mally, he would have been
put in first but, as the female
was very much impaired in
flight, the male was well able

of

Breeding

to stay out of reach if he had
to. But there were no wor-
ries as by the end of the day
they were perched side by
side and things looked very
good. Over the next few
weeks things developed well
and by late March nest build-
ing was under way. This was
made up of twigs up to three
feet long and three quarters
of an inch wide, it was then
lined with leylandii. It was
built on a wooden platform
four feet square. Then at
the beginning of the second
week in April the female
pulled the nest to pieces,
“that’s it” | thought “end of
story for this year, at least”
but no, two days later she
laid an egg, three more were
laid on the bare planking at
two day intervals. After the

Buzzards

last egg was laid it was no-
ticed that the female was
spending more and more
time off the nest so, on day
twelve of incubation the eggs
were pulled and candled,
these were found to be infer-
tile. The female then laid a
second clutch which were
broken by one or both par-
ents early in the incubation
period. The same year the
male was lost whilst on loan
to a friend for flying. I was
very lucky to obtain a wild,
disabled male who’s wing
had been broken, leaving it
with impaired flight. This
was put into the aviary with
the female at the end of Feb.
1986, this being very late |
was not optimistic about
anything happening that
year, but again, two clutches
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were laid, the first was infer-
tile and removed, the second
was left with the pair but
again one egg was found
broken, another was cracked
so the clutch was removed
and three duck eggs were
substituted. The cracked egg
was repaired with silicone
sealant and put in the incu-
bator with the remaining two
eggs. Over the nextfew days
the three duck eggs were also
smashed. Ten days later the
eggs were candled, two were
fertile and the third one,
which was impossible to
candle owing to the amount
of silicone on it, was opened
as | was worried that it was
rotten and did not want to
endanger the other two eggs,
this proved to be a mistake
asitcontainedalive embryo.
This taught me a very im-
portant lesson: always have
a spare incubator, anew one
was ordered straight away.
Had | had a spare, maybe this
chick would have hatched,
this is something | will never
know. The other two eggs
hatched and resulted in two
healthy, but imprinted, birds.
The following year the re-
sult was the same except that
three young were reared, but
this time it was noticed that
the birds were breaking the
eggsalighting on the nest, as
all the perches were situated
above the level of the nest
ledge, resulting in the birds
landing awkwardly. So that
year the avairy was com-
pletely rebuilt, with a differ-
ent perch and nest ledge ar-
rangement. The ledge was
constructed with sides, one
foot high and two inches
thick, wide enough for the
birds to land on. Then all
the perches were lowered
below the height of the ledge,




this forced the birds to fly up
to the nest, instead of down,
as they had been able to do
before. Also, this time the
base of the ledge was made
of three inch square twyweld
for strength, covered by half
inch chicken wire, then a two
inch thick layer of tightly
packed straw was laid over
this. The reason being, if
the female again destroyed
the nest, at least the eggs
would remain insulated from
below by the straw. This
worked, sure enough, the
nest was built then, all the
twigs and leyllandii were
discarded prior to the first
egg being laid on the 15th of
April. By the 20th there were
three eggs in the nest. That
weekend 1 had to go away, |
returned on the monday af-
ternoon to find only twoeggs
in the nest, it seemed my
ideas had not worked so,
once again, the remaining
eggs were put into the incu-
bator and | awaited a second
clutch. This was not forth-
coming and the female con-
tinued to sit on the now
supposedly empty nest. She
was still sitting when the first
egg pipped inthe incubator
so the egg was returned to

garooV

ounty green

THE ONE-STOP
SHOP FOR MIDLAND |
FALCONERS

the female and | then waited
to see what would happen
when it hatched. The follow-
ing morning it had hatched
and she was feeding the
chick, by this time the other
chick had hatched so this was
also put in the nest, with no
problems. Whilst returning
the chicks another two eggs
were found under the loose
straw, she had known they
were there and had contin-
ued to sit them , though on
removal they were found to
beinfertile. So my ideas had
worked after all, | know they
were the first two eggs laid
as 1 had marked them. It
seemed 1989 was 1o be a
good year, 1 had solved the
problem of the egg break-
ing, | had two parent reared
chicks and the added bonus
of a video film of the parents
tending the chicks, as the
parents allowed me Lo enter
the aviary and film them
standing at the side of the
nest. Then on Nov. 5th dis-
aster struck, the male died as
the result of a fit 1 believe to
have been caused by fire-
works.

Suppliers of fine Countrywear to meet the requirements of the Falconer who requires that little more
from their Outdoor Leisure Wear. Whether your needs be Hawking on a Grouse Moor in Scotland
or simply walking the dog, call in and talk to June & Anthony Marriot who will be only too pleased to

discuss your requirements.

We have an excellent range of Hoesmann Breeks for gentlemen and ladies.
We are Midland Agents for Roy Hart's Falconry Equipment and have a comprehensive range in stock.

Mail Order Service Available.

Aquascutum

Open 9.30 - 5.30pm Tuesday to Saturday.

: ol ‘7?-#//7; 4,_&
50 HEWELL ROAD, BARNT GREEN, ‘
Y BIRMINGHAM. TEL: 021 447 7989

=
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Seven years ago Chris and Trish
Neale bought The Falconry Centre at
Hagley and started off with just
twelve birds. Every year they have
added more and now have a wide
varicty, including owls, hawks and
falcons. They currently have around
1201in all, that is not including the 70
wild, injured birds that were brought
in from April to December *89, which
consist of Kestrels, Sparrow-hawks,
the occasional Buzzard, Bam Owls
and Tawny Owls. These are firstly
checked over by a vet and if, after
convalescing, they are well enough
1o be released, they are hacked back
to the wild. But if their injuries do
not permit this, good homes are found
for them.

During last year when Milton
Holdcroft joined the company as a
partner a new Owl Park was con-
structed. This houses 15 pairs of owls
including Snowy Owls, Mackinders
Eagle Owls, Bengal Eagle Owls,
African Spotted Owls, European

Photographs:- Jeff Wilson

Chris Neale with Redtailed Hawk, Milton Holdcroft with Harris Hawk
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Eagle Owls, Tawny Owls, Bamn
Owls and Little Owls.

Chris believes prevention is better
than cure and has his birds and prem-
ises checked over regularly by veti-
nary surgeon Mike Williams.

The centre is open every day through-
out the year with the exception of
Christmas Day and Boxing Day.
Whichever day you decide to go you
will be guaranteed (weather permit-
ting) to see a variety of birds being
flown by Chris Neale or Milton
Holdcroft. The display area is very
well positioned. So, wherever you
stand, you will be guaranteed a good
view of the speed and agility of
these spectacular birds being flown.
There are approximately 24 on the
weathering and every one is flown.

Saker Falcon



They consist of Lugger, Lanner and
Peregrine Falcons, Kestrels, Harris,
Redtailed and Sparrowhawks, Bamn
and Tawny Owls, European and
Bengal Eagle Owls.

Members of the audience (both
young and old) are asked and en-
couraged to participate in the flying
of some of the birds. With such a
large number of birds being flown,
the flying displays are held continu-
ously throughout the day. So, as
soon as one bird has finished flying
and the audience has asked all their
questions, the next one is prepared.
For those who want to do more than
just watch, Chris runs Falconry
courses throughout the year and from
the beginning of Sept. to the end of
March you can go along and see birds

Peregrine Falcon

hunting in their natural environment.
Within the Centre there is a large
shop selling a full selection of Mar-
tin Jones quality falconry equipment,
books on falconry and wildlife and a
large selection of souvenirs, posters,
postcards and the like.

If you are a bit of a horticulturist as
well, then you will be able to spend
some of the day in the Hurrans
Roseacre Garden Centre, which is
large and well stocked with seem-
ingly something for everyone. It also
has toilet facilities and a tea shop
which provides a selection of well
prepared hot and cold snacks and
drinks.

During 1990 the Centre is already
booked for 60 days for falconry
shows at such places as Woburn
Abbey, Blenheim Palace, Broad-
lands (Hampshire), Carisbrook
Castle (Isle of Wight), Highclere
Castle, Maple Durham House, Read-
ing etc.

For more pictures See Page 19

Birds on Screenperch in Mews

European Eagle Owl
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Stephen W. Cooke, B.v.sc., MR.C.V.S. CENTRE (HAGLEY)
Kidderminster R'oad South,
Veterinary Surgeon Hagley, West Midlands
Kelperland Veterinary Centre (0562) 700014
Ascot Road, Touchen End, Closed Christmas Day and
. Boxing Day only
Berkshire SL6 3LA Regular Falconsy Displays
(weather permitting)
AVAILABLE FORALLASPECTS From 11am onwards.
OF BIRD OF PREY MEDICINE
AND SURGERY.
RESIDENTIAL/NON-RESIDENTIAL
'
PLEASE 'PHONE FOR ADVICE FALCONRY COURSES.
AND APPOINTMENTS Weekend courses (full board)............... £65
Weekend courses (non-residential) ......£50
] Four-day courses (3 nights full board) .£175
Maidenhead (0628) 24935 or 33973 Four-day courses (non-residential) ......£135
SURGERY TIMES The accomodation is in a 17th Century farmhouse, surrounded by
. . i glorious countryside. Bed, breakfast and evening meals are pro-
Monday to fs:g:jfr)édgogooloofl(}&?d 5.30-7.30 vided. Snack lunches are available from the cafe within the Falconry
S Y URmRILY Centre complex. All inclusive of residential bookings. We are also
unday 10.30-11.30 available for after-dinner talks, lectures, school visits and Summer
Fetes.
For ts'nrlher details ring or write to us at the above. Admission to the
Falconry Centre - Adults £1.45. Senior Citizens & Children 90p.
10% discount for parties of 25 or more.

FALCON LEISURE
COURSES:-

Due to demand we are now offering individually tailored courses to suit your needs. All
aspects of practical falconry will be covered, including dog work. Our courses are flexible and are
adapted to suit your requirements. Clients can bring their own bird or hunt with one of ours. Ground
and quarry suitable for both long and shortwings available. The maximum number of people on any
course is two, so as to give a really thorough instruction on a personal basis. The courses are based
in ideal hawking country, the Worcestershire countryside at its best.

HUNTING TRIPS:-

Again due to demand we are offering hunting trips for those that would like to see
if falconry is the sport for them, or if they would like to fly their bird somewhere different. Depending
on season and quarry availability, the birds flown are Gyr, Peregrine, Prairie, Merlin, Lanner,
Goshawk, Harris. Trips to Scotland for Grouse hawking also available.

BLOCKS .- SPECIAL OFFERS .-
Due to our own dissatisfaction with blocks currently

available in the UK, we have manufactured our own. The block | The Falcon Gentle VHS Video............ccccevenunen.. £12.50p
itself is produced from high quality wood and has five coats of | Falcons and Falconry in Qatar .............cccoocovevnennnn.. £32.50p
varnish. All metalwork, including leash and tangle system isin | A Hawk forthe Bush .....ccoooovorerccnicnncnicnccnnnn . £15.50p
stainless steel. So not only are the blocks superb to look at, they | The Artof Falconry .........ccooceeerenrecnccnecensennnnenne. £5.50p
will remain in first class condition season after season. Available | History of Falconry...........ccoooovceeenicirninnciciccnnnnnn. £3.75p
in a full range of sizes with either astro turf, cork or concrete tops. | O fora Falconers VOICe..........ovvvveeviviricsiiciinnennnn £15.75p

We also produce concrete blocks for Gyrs, Sakers etc. These
really are first class in preventing foot disorders. Send SAE and | All prices include post and packing, make cheques payable
20p stamp for full details and photograph. to Falcon Leisure. All items sent by return.

All enquiries to:- Falcon Leisure, 52 Bennett's Close, Cobham, Surrey, KT11 1AJ.
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HOW TO FIND US

The Falconry Centre — Hagley
Kidderminster Road South, Hagley,
West Midlands.

Kidderminster (0562) 700014
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SOLE IMPORTERS AND DISTRIBUTORS OF
MARSH RANGE OF SUPER ROLL-X & TURN-X INCUBATORS.

ALL OUR INCUBATORS FEATURE FAN ASSISTED AIR CIRCULATION, AUTOMATIC EGG TURNING, HIGHLY ACCURATE ELECTRONIC
THERMOSTAT PLUS SAFETY BACK UP THERMOSTAT. AS USED BY THE WORLD CENTRE FOR BIRDS OF PREY, THE MAURITIUS
KESTREL PROJECT, THE PHILLIPINE EAGLE CONSERVATION PROGRAM, CORNELL AND LEADING BIRD BREEDING & RESEARCH

PROJECTS WORLDWIDE.
WE ARE BRITAINS LEADING EXPERTS IN THE FIELD OF INCUBATION WITH ALMOST 20 YEARS
PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE OF RARE AND EXOTIC SPECIES. LET
US HELP YOU WITH YOUR PROJECT. INCUBATION ADVICE

HELPLINE FREE TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS.
ALL INCUBATORS DESPATCHED WITHIN 24 HOURS BY OVER-

NIGHT CARRIER. WE CARRY A FULL RANGE OF SPARE PARTS
AND EQUIPMENT READY FOR INSTANT DESPATCH PLUS WE
OFFER A SPEEDY REPAIR, OVERHAUL OR UPGRADING SERVICE
FOR YOUR INCUBATOR.

TALK TO THE EXPERTS TODAY, NO OTHER INCUBATOR
MANUFACTURER OR SUPPLIER HAS THE RAPTOR
EXPERIENCE THAT WE HAVE.

SUPER ROLL-X, TURN-X 6A & TURN-X 7A INCUBATORS
AND HATCHERS, ELECTRONIC SCALES, THERMOMETERS,
EMERGENCY POWER INVERTERS, CANDLERS ETC.
WE EXPORT WORLDWIDE.

ROBIN HAIGH INCUBATORS, ABBEY BRIDGE FARMHOUSE, COLONELS LANE,
CHERTSEY, SURREY, KT16 8RJ.

TEL 0932 560236, TELEX 8814255 NAUTIC G, FAX 0932 561144.

ROBIN HAIGH FALCONRY EQUIPMENT — S _
MANUFACTURERS & SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY EQUIPMENT FRESH CHICKS FROM £25TO
& BOOKS TO THE WORLDS FALCONERS SINCE 1969. £12 PER 1,000.
LARGE STOCKS OF * PRICE DEPENDANT UPON QUANTITY ORDERED.
~,  HAWKMASTER, PENTAPO- * WE ONLY SUPPLY BRITISH CHICKS OF THE HIGHEST
L INT, ASBORNO AND QUALITY AT THE LOWEST PRICES.
., S LAHORE BELLS. * FRESH CHICKS ARE AVAILABLE IN 20 KILO BAGS, TO
S ORDER ONLY, FOR COLLECTION AT CHERTSEY, SURREY,
5 MINS EXIT 11 M25. OR DELIVERY NATIONWIDE BY
FOUR SIZES OF HAWKMASTER REFRIGERATED TRANSPORT FOR LARGEQUANTITY ORDERS.
CAST STAINLESS STEEL SWIVEL, * QUICK FROZEN CHICKS IN STACKING VENTILATED, NON
THE ONES WITH THE LIFETIME RETURNABLE PLASTIC TRAYS. QUANTITY 125 EASILY
GUARANTEE. SEPARATED CHICKS PER TRAY, ALL PRICES AND
QUANTITIES ARE APPROXIMATE. FROZEN CHICKS SUPPLIED
BUCKSKIN GLOVES, BAGS, BUCKLES, PERCHES ETC ETC. TO ORDER ONLY.
* QUICK FROZEN CHICKS £20 PER 1,000, DELIVERED FREE
BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS. OF CHARGE IN OUR VAN AREA, MINIMUM ORDER 12,500.
THE LARGEST SELECTION ANYWHERE OF NEW, ANTIQUARIAN ANY QUANTITY OF FRESH OR FROZEN CHICKS SUPPLIED
AND SECONDHAND FALCONRY, RAPTOR AND OWL BOOKS 70 ORDER -
INCLUDING MANY OF THOSE HARD TO FIND TITLES. OVER 120 ‘ ; s .
LISTED. PLUS WE BUY INDIVIDUAL TITLES OR COMPLETE * TO RETAIN THEIR FOOD VALUE OUR CHICKS ARE
: QUICK FROZEN AND KEPT IN COLD STORAGE FOR A
COLLECTIONS. IF YOU DO NOT SEE THE TITLE YOU ARE AN MUALOE 51 DAY IRIGR G S AL E:
LOOKING FOR ON OUR u?f{‘;’gﬁ“ PROBABLY OBTAINIT * TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT PLEASE ENSURE THAT
0 ' YOU BOOK YOUR ORDERS WELL IN ADVANCE.
ROBIN HAIGH FALCONRY EQUIPMENT, ¥ - : __ ,
ABBEY BRIDGE FARMHOUSE, COLONELS CALL ROBIN OR MARY ON
LANE, CHERTSEY, SURREY KT16 8RJ. CHERTSEY 0932 560236.
TEL: 0932 560236.

A GREAT DAY OUT
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 10.30am—5.00pm
BIRDS FLOWN DAILY (Weather permitting)

FALCONRY COURSES AVAILABLE
FROM SEPTEMBER END — MARCH 1990

Welsh Bawking Centre & i

Weycock Road, Barry, S.Glam (0446) 734687
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Dear Editor
Just a few lines to say how pleased 1 was to receive the first issue of The
Falconers Magazine, 1 have been looking forward to it. I am impressed
with the quality and format and, once established, it will be an ‘excel-
lent’ quarterly magazine.

I wish you all the best for the future and look forward to receiving
further editions.

A Cotton
Devon

Dear Editor
May 1 first of all wish your magaine every success for the future. I am
sure there is room for a commercial falconry magazine, even though
there might not be sufficient room for all the would be faconers to fly
their hawks.

However, 1 feel 1 must complain at the article entitled ‘Things always
come inthrees’. To fly a Sparrowhawk in company with Harris Hawks
and to have it caught by them on three occasions is not accidental , as
the author would have us believe, but bad falconry.

I would expect a responsible editor not to publish such articles in a
magazine that will be read by many beginners.

Paul Gillot
Dorset

Dear Editor

Congratulations, an excellent first issue.

R Clarke
Leics

All letters should be addressed to:-
THE EDITOR, THE FALCONERS MAGAZINE,

C.T.C, DALKEITH HOUSE, DALKEITH PLACE,
KETTERING, NORTHANTS, NN16 OBS

Dear Editor
Thankyou for sending me the first issue and may 1 add my congratula-
tions. Well done to all and ] wish the magazine every success.

C W Finch
Comwall

Dear Editor
It is my considered opinion that we falconers should get together and
either form or ask for formation of a proper registation scheme. My
main concern is for the Sparrowhawks and smaller birds, which can
now be bought for less money than ever before.

How many Sparrowhawks have to be lost, killed, inadvertantly or
otherwise murdered, or left in aviaries as screaming imprints before we
come 1o our senses?

Itis my belief that there should be aregistration scheme and such birds
as the Sparrowhawk and other similar species ahould not be sold,
exchanged or given to anyone with less than five years experience.
Even then this will cause problems as 1 have met so-called ‘experi-
enced’ falconers, who should not even have a glove on their fist, let
alone a bird.

If we don’t ask for registration, it could be imposed upon us, much
harder and more impossible than ever necessary. Falconry, to survive,
must be self governing. Let those concerned enough to, do it now,
before we are all forced to accept the impossible.

Derek & Sally Yates
Warks

Dear Editor

I was impressed by the magazine and 1 have enclosed a
photo’ of my eyas German goshawk (Isabeau). She flies
at 21b 8oz and she will fly at all manner of quarry. She
lives up to the reputation of a true goshawk.

In my 14 years as a falconer | have flown many species
but still find the goshawk the best bird to hunt with. Talso
hope to purchase a peregrine/barbary hybrid. I have
flown peregrines and expect this bird to fly in much the
same way. I have found that with peregrine/praire or
saker hybrids, these falcons will put up a more rough and
tumble flight, taking quarry on the ground as well as in
the air.

Most falconers are keen 1o try all manner of birds but
when it comes down to it you can’t beat a goshawk or
peregrine, for they both excel in their own particular style
of hunting. One rule 1 strictly believe in is , whatever bird
you buy, you must be in a position o give it proper

in pracitsing what 1 preach.
Keep up the good work. Great magazine.

W M Hawkins Pinchers
W Mids

excercise and always hunt it to the best of your ability. This could also help to save the birds” life, should it be lost.
The one thing that really upsets me is, to see a bird being carried around, fatter than a spring chicken, by those who call
themselves ‘falconers’. What a sad situation this is when some excellent falconers are without birds. And lalso believe
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"FOSTERING . A GOOD IDEA?"

r

Dear Ed,

I feel this story will be of
great interest to many fal-
coners and breeders alike. In
November 1987 1 saw an
advert in Cage and Aviary
Birds for PARENT
REARED GOSHAWKS,
upon phoning this large
breeder from the Manches-
ter area he assured me the
birds were parent reared. I
decided to buy a female 1o
fly, primarily and secondly
to breed with my male gos-
hawk.

So | made my way to
Manchester and picked up
my new goshawk. As she
already had aylmeri’s on,
mews jesses were attatched,
along with swivel and leash
and she was put in a dark
mews. Over the next three
weeks training went very
well, as soon as she was
reasonably manned she was
placed on a bow perch six
feet away from my male
goshawk. The idea here was
to allow both birds to get
used to each other. The male
goshawk at this time was
four years old, parent reared
and had flown every season
since an immature bird, by
myself.

Since the male was obvi-
ously in mature plumage 1
half expected the female to

22 The Falconers Magazine

Andrew Reeve and his male Goshawk

call to him, especially now,
as she was at her flying
weight. In fact she was
completely the opposite and
appeared to hate my male,
constantly bating at him. A
peculiar thing happened, as
I was about to take her out
of my garden on a hunting
trip she spotted a female
Harris Hawk in the adjoin-
ing mews and screamed
constantly until she could no
longer see it. It was then |
realised the bird could not
have been parent reared, |
immediately rang the
breeder and confronted him
about this problem, he
fobbed me off as quick as he
could, insisting that the bird
was Goshawk reared.

I gave him the benefit of the
doubt (foolishly) and carried
on flying both Goshawks on
alternate days. Then a ter-
rible accident occured; both
Goshawks were weathering
on my lawn as usual | re-
tuned home from work in
the evening and was about
to pick the birds up to put
them into their night time
accommodation, when 1 dis-
covered feathers all around
the garden and no female gos
on her perch. Checking the
male Gos’s perch, | saw the
female had killed my male
and gone to rooston his bow.

On further inspection 1 dis-
covered the Aylmeri anklets
had torn around the eyelet.
Before you all put pen to
paper, 1 must stress that |
make it a rule to regularly
check and grease all my fur-
niture. To say thatl was upset
isan understatement, this Gos
was an exceptional bird and
was well known by many fal-
coners.

The following day | decided
to do an experiment, my
female Gos was held on the
fist very close to a Harris
Hawk, she begged the Harris
for food in a typical mother-
baby situation, this again
confirming that the bird was
Harris and not Goshawk
reared. Once again I rang the
breeder who assured me it
was parent reared, after con-
stant harrassment from my-
self the breeder finally ad-
mitted the bird was reared by
a Harris Hawk. This, by the
way, was one year later, the
fact that 1 had lost a highly
prized bird did not bother
him in the slightestand when
1 demanded my money back
he offered to swap my bird
for another of his confused
Goshawks, which obviously
, 1 refused.

If 1 had not owned a Harris
Hawk at that particular time |
would never have known that

this bird was Harris reared,
as in the field with other
Harris’ she would not show

the slightest  interest in
them.
At the time of writing, the

goshawk is now flying her
third season, in her first and
second season she had a
habit of trying to bind other
peoples Goshawks on the
fist, which 1 can only put
down to the way she was
reared.

Before you all shout, ‘I
have got a Redtail efc.
which was foster reared and
breeds etc.etc.’ I too have
seen birds which were fos-
ter reared and have bred.
But | have also seen many
others that are ruined by
selfish individuals who tell
lies. I am certain that if the
history of the bird is known
you could overcome some
of the problems, such as in
this case, if you had two
immature Goshawks and
moulted them out together
they might well be OK for
breeding as the birds have
had a chance to imprint on
each other.

So next time you see an
advert for parent reared
birds, get it in writing and
witnessed or you too could
suffer the loss of a much
loved bird, as 1 did in 1987,

ANDREW REEVE



] | A.B. NEWLIFE 75 MklI [

-y

The AB NEWLIFE 75 has a
success record of incubating all
types of avian species including
parrots, birds of prey, gamebirds
and waterfowl

A moving air incubator with the
proven AB automatic
temperature and humidity control
using the latest solid state
technology, with the temperature
accurate to + 0-25°C. Features
include electronic humidity
control, 3 egqg trays as standard
with inserts suitable for any size
of egg. The machine has its own
water supply for the humidity and
wet bulb. The cabinets are made
from thermally efficient matenal
with an attractive durable finish
which is easy to clean and
sterilise

" A.B. Incubators Ltd

) 40 Old Market Street  Mendlesham
Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 55A England

Tel: (0449) 766065 (after hours 766471)

The HATCHBAG BOOTLINER s a
sturdy, waterproof innerlining
that's simple to fit, easy to remove
and fold away. Tailor-made for
over 250 hatchback, estate and
saloon models, it's awonderful
investment that will more than pay
for itself.

PHONE 051-853 7575
r . SN SENE  SESNS SN S e—
. FOR FULL DETAILSCOMPLETE 1
. THE COUPON OR PHONE
| 051-653 7575 |
HATCHBAG LTD.,
| BEAUFORT ROAD, |

BIRKENHEAD L41 1HE

Post Code

RAY PRIOR FALCONRY ﬁ
EQUIPMENT, @fn

4 Hackney Bottom, Hampstead ._3‘3%
Norreys, Newbury, Berks, Vi

RG16 0TU.

A full range of Falconry equipment,
now including, electronic digital
scales, and a recondition service for my virtually everlasting Bow
Perches. All at affordable prices. New catalogue March 1990.
SAE please.

Frozen Chicks, Mice, Rats, Pups. Large or small quantities. Col-
lection only.

Falconry Tuition for beginners on a one to one basis (or max. 2
persons).

For a personal, friendly service 'phone Ray on 0635 200545/578050.
With easy access from M4 or A34 callers are always welcome by
appointment.

CHRIS MILLER
FALCONRY

* TOP QUALITY FALCONRY FURNITURE Jia]
AT COMPETITIVE PRICES ‘o
* HAWKING GLOVES FROM £18.00

* LEATHER BAGS FROM £38.00

* ELECTRONIC SCALES P.O.E.

* FALCON BLOCKS FROM £23.00
FOR COMPLETE PRICE LIST PLEASE SEND S.A.E. TO:
CHRIS MILLER FALCONRY, PO BOX 9, WEST PDO,

NOTTINGHAM, NG8 3DY.
ALL GOODS COVERED BY FULL MONEY BACK GUARANTEE
ALL EQUIPMENT HAND TOOLED FOR QUALITY

TEL: (0602) 290502

MIDLAND . ..
FALCONRY:: s
SUPPLIES“ a7

L gt A

f f-;’ h. e Ty P
‘f-,‘i'._'}', " CHICKS £15 00 per 1000 f‘“
et 20 W £ 2,50 ped 100773

;" # . BATSand Micé %

EQU}PMENT M’ADE TD o‘.EDER
\ “Telephone 0773 856689 / 852304

‘

s PONDEROSA BOOKS!

The White House, Branch Lane Reddings, Cheltenham.
Teiephone (0452) 713229
SPECIALIST BOOKS BY RETURN POST— Order your il
copy now—All prices include postage. Trade supplied.

Opening hours:Closed all day Monday. .
visA  Tues-Fri 9am-1pm,2-6pm Sat/Sun 10am-1pm,2-5pm.
conry Captive i Zwl O!Euqx i 11‘:00 I
Fal Care, ive B 3 Of Burope ..o crnicsseremscnse
i medng £18.00 The S F18.00
Falconry & Hawking - P Glazier £27.00 Erl:lhhn-!ﬂl’uflh:wuid..
The Bam Owl oo i e i £15.00 Owls of Southern Africa ... ceccearenee
Vetinary Aspects of Captive NEW: Owlas of the Northern
Birds of Prey £1650 Hemisphere, Carel H. Voous ..............

Birds of Prey of Southern Africa £2650 Introducing Falconry
Collins Guide to BOP of Britain African Fish
B0 BUTOPE 1.vicanssssssssssmsssssssssssssissssssssan £1600 Birds of the World BOP...

B(}Pof&n\\fmid—nm = .
£16.00 V g Eagles - Burton & Boyer ... £17.00

- oam omm omm AL TRICESINCLUDEPOSTAGEANDPACKING, oy g mm mll

Flight Indentification of European

>~
Heart of England

FALCONRY

Flying displays at Charlecote Garden & Country Centre, near Wellesboumne,
Warks. (Smiles south of Warwick).
A selection of half-day modules: Basic Hawk Handling, Hawk
Management, Lure-work, Hood-making, etc. Adults £20, Juniors £12.50.
Equipment permanently available and made to order (gloves a speciality).
Chicks, rats and mice stocked. Hunting parties.

Wrilte to Heart of England Falconry, Charlecote Garden & Country
Centre, Charlecote, near Warwick, CV35 9ER or telephone
0789 470013 (10am-5pm) or 0926 52716 (evenings).

* NB: From the 1st of April we will be relocated at Mary Arden's
House, Wilmcote (2 miles North of Stratford-upon-Avon).
All previous services will be available.

- URFEW INCUBATORS

70 YEARS OF INCUBATION
The only incubators with fully automatic electronic
humidity control, automatic egg turning, forced air even
on the 20 egg machine, full vision of the eggs in all our
incubators, all models can be used for parrots, birds of
prey, chickens and bantams, game birds, geese, ducks,
quail. Sizes 20 to 2,000 egg incubators, and brooders,
elt,

CURFEW QUAIL EQUIPMENT
New breeding cages, plastic egg cartons, feeders,
drinkers, and world class "'Crusader” breeding quail stock
(send for details).
CURFEW INCUBATORS
Southminster Road, Althorne, Essex
Telephone (Maldon| 0621 741923
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NORTH AMERICAN FALCONERS ASS

Kearney Nebraska, the venue for
the 1989 North American Falcon-
ers Association Field Meet is situ-
ated in the Heartland of America
roughly half way between Den-
ver and Omaha and is definately
not the easiest place in the world
to get to.

Logistics apart Kearney is an
excellent choice, as was proved
when the meet was held here in
’86. It has almost ideal terrain,
plenty of suitable quarry, helpful
residents, and the excellent facili-
ties provided by the Ramada Inn

meet headquarters.
The Ramada and the town of

Kearney were so keen to host the
89 meet that they sent a deputa-
tion to NAFA at last years get
together in Amarillo, Texas and
offered the following...

The Chamber of Commerce
would lay on a full programme of
activities for the wives and chil-
dren free of charge. The Ramada
would again allow guests to bring
their birds and dogs into the rooms
as long as the falconers would
clear up after them. The hotel
would provide free beer on the
first night andspecial discounted

Ken Mesch with Gyr Hybrid
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Merlin/Peregrine Hybrid

breakfasts and buffet dinners
during the week and reduce all
room prices to $30 for up to four
persons!
The meet is now history and in
hindsight the Ramada did all it
said it would for the falconers
and more. Virtually every re-
quest was agreed to instantly and
cheerfully, the work force turned
in on their days off, not just to
work but to join in with the fal-
coners, they even kept the pool
and jaccuzzi open until the early
hours. To the annoyance of some-
whose rooms were close by.
Although the meet officially
opened with registration onSun-
day November 19th, many falcon

ers and their families arrived dur-
ing the preceeding week to get in
some early hawking while the
organisers were making the last
minute preparations.

The registration office was a very
busy place for the first few days
and Charlotte Freienmuth and her
willing crew are to be congratu-
lated on the way they kept every
thing running so smoothly as is
Ken Filkings the meet chairman
whose charm, expertise in han-
dling his fellow man and unflap-
pability contributed much to the
success of the week.

The Ramada had also provided a
weathering yard, which in the
event had to be tripled in size to




CIATIONFIELD MEET NOVEMBER 1989

ROBIN HAIGH

accomodate the 300 plus various
trained raptors.

Whilst weathering, the birds were
under the care of Bruce Clements
aneagle eyed Saltlake City police
officer who spends all daylight
hours during each meet ensuring
the birds safety, whatever the
weather, and it can be really cold
when the wind blows, often as
low as 15F below freezing, this is
one good reason for not leaving
birds out at night, the other is the
danger of being attacked by Great
Horned Owls!

Over three hundred attended in-
cluding some from the UK and
Europe. Around 300 birds were
flown during the week with game
abundant, easy to find and local,
except for the Prairie Chickens
and Sharptailed Grouse which
often required very early morn-
ing trips of over one hundred miles
into the sand hills to find them.
Each meet registrant received for
his $10 an official programme, a

signed and numbered meet print
of a Peregrine painted by Heinz
Meng, an enamelled metal meet
badge and an embroidered three
colour meet patch designed by
NAFA’s southeastern director
Don Garlock. Pretty good value

Ed Freienmuth with Peregrine :- Note Neck Mounted Transmitter

Grey Gyr Falcon

for £6.50!

The funding of the meet comes
mainly from the raffle held at the
end of each evenings session with
the prizes getting better and bet-
ter as the week goes on, culminat-
ing in the major prizes, including
the meet print original, telemetry
equipment a solid silver falcon-
ers paper knife and a magnificent
falcon block all of which are
raffled off after the friday night
banquet.

No eagles or hawk-eagles were
present this year in the weather-
ing ground but there were large
numbers of hybrid falcons and a
few tri-bryd falcons plus pure
Gyrs, Peregrines, Prairies,
Redtails, Coopers Hawks and both
American and European Gos-
hawks, serenaded by large num-
bers of vocal Harris Hawks!
Even with many years experience
it is unwise to try to identify most
of the hybrids and it is a sobering
experience to ask the falconer
what kind of falcon he is carrying
to be politely told that it is simply
a pure Anatum Peregrine!
Among the most visually inter-
esting of the weathering raptors
was a female Cassinis Falcon from
southern Chile, a ‘Perlin’, (you
work it out!) a Peregrine Gyr
Prairie tribryd, a very pale female
Redtail that may in fact have been
a Kreiders Hawk from the north-
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ern pramries and a dark phase
redtail plus many beautiful white
Gyr hybrids.

Each day parties of falconers were
out from first light, some not re-
turning until late in the evening.
There was virtually no public land
available to fly on and tresspass
laws are strictly enforced but the
majority of local landowners were
more than willing to allow hawk-
ing parties access if permission
was politely requested.

Foreign falconers were instantly
made welcome and speedily inte-
grated into long or shortwing
groups by NAFAs hawking party
liason officer for days out hawk-
ing in the field.

Daytime meetings during the
week included the development
of ideas for NAFA’s proposed
book which will be written along
the lines of why a falconer be-
comes a falconer rather than the
standard “how to’ approach.

The North American Raptor
Breeders association meeting on
wednesday morning was hosted
by its president Bob Berry and
looked at the future with the ac-
cent on pedigrees and discussed
the merits of line breeding, in
breeding and cross breeding.
The Ramada provided a good
Thanksgiving day buffet and a
very adequate Falconers banquet
on the friday evening which was
followed by a talk from one of the
USA’s most famous old falcon-
ers, Al Nye, on the discovery of

Dark Phase Redtailed Hawk

26 The Falconers Magazine

Gyr Hybrid

Assateague Island. Forit was Al
who discovered this almost leg-
endary resting place for Pere-
grines back in the nineteen thir-
ties.

Here they developed the now
famous methods of trapping pere-
grines by burying a falconer in
the sand with a reed hood over
his head and a decoy pigeon in his
hand. The Peregrine would catch
the Pigeon and the Falconer would
gently shift his grip to hold the
Peregrine!

Nowadays birds are only trapped
on Assateague for banding and
research purposes, in 1987 the last
year for which figures are pub-
lished around 800 birds were
observed and over 200 were
trapped, banded and released.
Each evening after the meetings,
trade stands in the atrium provided
the interest with books, prints,

beautiful hoods, telemetry and
blocks, sculpture and a full range
of equipment from many of the
worlds top manufacturers. All
NAFA members are encouraged
to display their products in return
for a fee or donation to the raffle.
1990’s NAFA field meet is almost
certain to be held in Stillwater
Oklahoma as usual during thanks-
giving week at the end of Novem-
ber. All UK NAFA members are
welcome. Further details later in
the year.

To become a member of NAFA
andreceive three copies of ‘Hawk
Chalk’ and the superb colour
‘Journal’ each year write for
application forms to NAFA,
ABBEY BRIDGE FARM-
HOUSE, COLONELS LANE,
CHERTSEY, SURREY, KTI16
8RJ enclosing a stamped ad-
dressed envelope



ACROSS.

DOWN.

1) A passing raptor 7, 4. CR()SSWORD 1) Trips to obtain hawks ? 14.

5) Eli mary goes round the leg

9) This hat will do for now 6,
4.
11) The total of new feathers

2) See 43 across.

by Tiercel 3) Spinning faloon 3.

4) Coy with the cap 4, 3.
6) Muddled duck or hawk
house 4.

3s
12) A quarry that complains

14) Present lunch 5.

17) A fine old falcon 7.

18) What not to make a hawk
3.

19) Agincourt perch 3.

20) One of the ten ways to
catch a hawk 3.

23) Nasal passage 4.

24) Chess piece or quarry 4.
25) Bell me? 6.

28)Callto ... 4.

30) Low flies atnight 3.

31) I'm alright 4.

32) Little wizard 6.

33) W.S. lives to twist 7.

38) Old reporter or learning
period 4,

39 and 40) clean lawn or ruin
flight 4,4,

42) A tasty titbit 6.

43 and 2 down) Keen and
ready to go 5, 3.

44) Hungry, in the east 5.

7) Cheeky repair 3.
8) Hawk training without

sleep 4.

10) Art of grabbing, to .... 4.
13) Red or black in the desert
7.

15) Batmans falcon 5.

16) A bit of fun for a merlin
4,

21) Keep a breast of the post
4

22) Talons spring into action
7

26) Does this bird rake 5.
27) Iniatially a good dog 3.
29) Means of propulsion 4.
34) Enticing 6.

35) Clears, the outermost
primary 6.

36) Is this male stupid 6.
37) Arab dhow or falcon 6.
38) Falconers pastime 5.
41) Theatre line-up or
operation 4.

45) Bad mannered covering
6.
46) Lenran o fly 6.

SOLUTION IN NEXT ISSUE.

VETARK ANIMAL HEALTH realise that raptors can
be suspicious and difficult to supplement. Most do
need supplements to compensate for the artificial
diets of chicks and lab rodents that they eat.
Our veterinary adviser who has treated raptors for
over 10 years has formulated a range of vitamin &
mineral supplements which are high potency so that
you only need small amounts, and are EFFECTIVE.
Prices Inc p&p

Nutrobal 100g £3.65
A unique vitamin mix with high levels of calcium which
makes it ideal for breeding or growing birds.

ACE-High 50g  £4.50

A special high potency vitamin mix with high levels of

vitamins A,C and E to maintain vitamin levels in times of

stress such as breeding, disease, moulting, etc.

Available by mail or from major stockists including
Wilton Bird Centre, Johns Pets, Rosendale Aviaries.
Colour brochure and information leaflets available from
Vetark Animal Health, P.O.Box 60, Winchester,

Hants, SO23 9XN. Tel 0962-880376. Fax 0962-881790.
ZOO0 or TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME

TRENT SPECIAL INTEREST
VIDEO FILMS

ALSOIN STOCK FALCON GENTLE
INJUST 33MINS THE FILM GIVES A VERY COMPLETE
PICTURE OF THE PRACTISE OF FALCONRY
£11.25 +£1.25 P&P.

FILMS ALSO AVAILABLE ON FIELD SPORTS,
SHOOTING, FISHING (GAME & COARSE)

TRENT VIDEO
151A MANSFIELD ROAD
CLIPSTONE
MANSFIELD
NOTTS.

TEL: 0623 863375
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Falconry furniture, being largely hand
made, is not cheap when purchased
from professional manufacturers. 1
should know - mine is probably one of
the most expensive! Much is written
in the various falconry textbooks about
equipment. Sadly, most of itis twaddle,
and gives little practical advice about
how to look after the various items of
the hawk’s furniture.

A number of today’s equipment mak-
ers are striving, by the use of newer
materials and designs, to make their
products safer and maintenance free.
Take, for instance, the use of the plas-
tic falcon block and the terylene leash.

checked at once, and the same
applies to anyone who uses
leatherleashes. If Aylmeri anklets
are well greased before fitting,
they will usaully last a season
without further application, al-
though they would certainly
benefit from greasing every
month. However, the mews
jesses ( which go through the
eyelets of the anklets) frequently
get wet and are apt to go stff.
They should be interchanged
with a spare pair every week, so
that they can be allowed to dry
and be re-greased. Incidentally,
if leather gets wet, never dry it

as they are frequently lost. Further-
more, don’t be one of those falconers
who, whilst they would not dream of
fitting their hawks with anything but
Aylmeris, ALWAYS FLY THEM
WITH MEWS JESSES IN THE AN-
KLETS, which totally defeats the
safety aspect.

Check your swivels regularly for wear,
particularly brass ones, which, al-
though relatively high in tensile
strength, have less wear resistance than
stainless steel. However, you will no
doubt be comforted to know that most
swivels are lost before they wear out.
Leashes should also be inspected next
to the button, even terylene or nylon

They follow the basic traditional shape
and design, but are o

stronger, infinitely
more practical and are
also more hygenic,
being easier to keep
clean. Unfortunately,
this sort of thing may
sometimes offend the

ones, and don’t be
tempted to use aleash
with any form of knot
for a button. If it
comes undone, your
birdis dead, soalways
use a leash with a tra-
ditional button. Make

sensibilities of tradi-
tionalists, but it was probably the

same when someone discovered the

swivel, or the possibilities of a set of

kitchen scales.

The most important task towards

keeping your hawk’s fumiture in good

order is simple - check it every day,

particularly before you put the hawk
out to weather. The jesses are most
likely to be the weak link in the sys-
tem, and should be scrutinised care-
fully. Atall times, keep an eye out for
any cracking of the surface of the jess
leather, particularly next to the but-
tons of the mews jesses and near the
eyelets of the anklets. Jesses should,
in all circumstances, be of the Aylmeri
type. The mews jesses, having slits in
them (for attaching the swivel), can be
interchanged with the slitless flying
(field) jesses which cannot be caught
on the various projections (twigs,
thoms, etc.) encountered by the flying
hawk. Anyone who continues to use
the traditional type should, 1 venture
to suggest, have their lone brain cell
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with heat unless you intend to
throw it away afterwards. It will
invariably dry hard and may even
become brittle. There are vari-
ous concotions on the market for
applying to leather, although 1
don’t think you can get anything
much better than dubbin, saviour
of many a football boot. Apply it
liberally to your naturally dried
jessses, and leave them for a few
hours over a source of low heat,
such as a radiator. This will al-
low the dubbin to liquify, and be
absorbed fully into the leather.
Whilst on the subject of Aylmeri
jesses, always keep at least one
spare pair of flying (field) jesses,

——= sure that the knot you
are tying every day is the true Falcon-
ers Knot. All falconers think theirs is
but, alas, this is not always the case.
Always be sure that the perch you have
has a seamless ring to tic onto. Welds
are notoriously unpredictable and can
suddenly spring open after many
months or years of service.

Little can be done for bells. No Lahore
bells have ever reached a ripe old age,
as they are very hard and their vibra-
tions crack them up quite rapidly.
There are much better bells now on
the market, which, although consid-
erably more expensive, sound better
than the Lahore (which are these days
ofindifferent quality), andwill not only
outlast them by several times, but will
improve their tone as the days go by.
Leg bells should always be attached
by bewits which will not go slack.
Leather generally does, and the bells
then hang too low. The chief cause of
wear and damage to bells is from their
repeated bashing against the ground
and the perch when the hawk bates. If



the bells are held up higher, this dam-
age can be alleviated, and of course
this damage can be avoided alto-
gether by the use of tailbells. Inci-
dentally, contrary to popular opin-
ion, it is quite a good idea to use a
relatively large bell on the tail. It
will give good volume and will not
impede the hawk, unlike large bells
used on the legs.

Wooden falcon blocks have always
been desperate thing s to maintain.
They have to cope
with extremes of dry-
ness and damp, and a

aisintectant such as vircon. In ex-
treme cases, a good quality buck-
skin glove can be cleaned with soap,
anail brush, and not much water and
left to dry naturally. However, it is
far better to use an old glove to feed
thehawk, particularly when feeding
chicks. Most gloves are fumished
with atassel. Apart from distinguish-
ing the glove from the gardening or
motorcycling varieties it serves very
little purpose, but the thong to which

not stuff a hood into your pocket or
bag, evenin the heat of the moment.
Firstly, it will in a short time ruin the
shape of the hood, and secondly
when you next pull something out,
you will also dislodge the hood,
which will consequently be lost and
you will be on the phone to me the
next day, desperate to spend another
fifty quid. A hood should always be
kept, when not on the hawk, in an
open position. This will make it
much easier to put on,
rather than it trying to
shut itself when you

6" diameter block will
expand and contract
up to 3/8" between
winter and summer.
Consequently, the
carefull applied var-
nished finish which
looked so beautiful
when the block was
new, after twelve
months use is begin-
ning to look distinctly
distressed. The only
remedy is to strip it
and revamish. Soak-
ing in linseed oil and
drying, before revar-
nishing, is helpful. It
is also a good idea to
bring the block in-
doors (not heated) at
night, rather than sub-
jecting it to dews,
frosts and the like. It
will give the timbera
chance to recover
from the rigours of the
day outside. Tomini-
mise the risk of foot
infections, clean and

are applying it io the
hawks head. It should
be left standing in a
safe jace and never

on a hook for any
length of time. Hang-
ing it up results in it
taking on a peculiarly
elongated shape,
rather reminiscent of
an upturned cannoe
and finding a hawk to
fit it becomes diffi-
cult. Whenin the field
and the hawk is off the
fist, the hood may be
hung on a small strap
or clip. This should
not be on the belt,
where itis vulnerable,
but higher on the
shoulder strap of the
bag or in a suitable
position on the falcon-
ers coat. Sooner or
later all hood braces
become slack. Itisnot
usually necessary to
rebrace them, as there

disinfect the block
regularly, particularly
the perching surface -
which should be non-

is a cunning way of
employing a small
cable tie ( the falcon-
ers friend!) to impart
exactly the desired

porous (not cork or
wood).

Gloves are notori-
ously difficult to keep in good con-
dition. Some advocate that they
should be oiled at the outset, which
will keep them supple and easier to
clean. This may be true, but 1 per-
sonally feel that the result is similar
to putting your hand inside a long-
deceased cod. Ideally, your glove
should be wiped over thoroughly
after use, taking off as much of the
gore as possible before it soaks in to
far. Use a rag, damp but not wet,
preferably incorporating a harmless

it is attatched should be used for
hanging up the glove, out of harm’s
way. It has been written that this is
to stop rats chewing the glove, but in
my experience the falconers’ dog is
most partial to chick-flavoured glove
thumbs - so beware! The subsequent
damage is always totally irreparable.
Hoods should really not need much
maintenance. Make sure that the
hoods you buy (or make) have a
waterproof lacquer finish, which will
at least make them showerproof. Do

friction to the braces.
Telephone for further
details.

To a great extent, as is the case with
most consumer goods, with falconry
equipment you get what you pay for.
‘When obtaining your hawk’s furni-
ture, not only should you buy the
best, because it is designed to last,
but you must also treat it well, It will
certainly save you money. It may
even save your hawk.
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CLASSIFIEDS

TELEPHONE:
(0536) 411636

BIRDS OF PREY

1987 Female Kestrel
AB.P.R.
Untouched.

Still in aviary.

No Rail £35.

Adult female Sparrowhawk.
Injured, suitable for breeding.

Telephone (0536) 722794 EVES

Magnificent Female
TAWNEY EAGLE
7 years
Has hunted, taking much quarry, but
absolutely excels on displays or
shows, superb temperament and non-
imprint substantial price required for
what must be one of the best Tawneys
available or consider exchange
Offers please 0579 63409

FALCO
PEREGRINUS

Hacked or unhacked
Summer 1990

Details phone (0440) 820656

VETERINARY SERVICES

| X1o] Fater W Scolt
El surgical sexing.
[A][®] microchip ID. efc

Winchester (0962)-883895
cellphone (0836)-217686
fax (0962)-881790

FALCONRY EQUIPMENT

SCOT-BELLS.

Traditional waisted hand beaten brass
bells superb quality and tone.

Four sizes. £12.50 per pair.

BELL MAKER.

JOHN Mc COLL, 35 GREEN ST,
STONEHOUSE, LANARKSHIRE,
SCOTLAND. ML9 3LW.

TEL: 0698 792223,

TELEMETRY EQUIPMENT

AUDIO PRECISION.
Wildlife rescarch & management
electronic systems.

For the new decade, a new mulu-
stage telemetry transmitter: THE
SMT2. Using the latest surface
mount construction technology, we
have developed a radio tracking
transmitter that is far superior to any
similar unit of its type currently
available. The SMT2 costs only £55
including a 12 month guarantee
(allowing for fair wear and tear),
batteries, post and packing. Formore
details of our range of radio tracking
equipment, contact:

36 Tatham Crescent, SL. Athan,
S. Glam. CFé 9PE.

Tel No: 0446 750248.
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A.D.MALLEY
BA.MVB.MRCVS.

Available for surgical sexing,
microchip identification, medical
and surgical treatment of birds.
Telephone: Wickford, Essex.
(0268) 560660
For further details.

ALAN JONES

Veterinary Surgeon

Available for medical and surgical treat-
ment to Birds of Prey including surgical
sexing and microchip identification.

Telephone (0444) 811916
Fax (0444) 811908
Mobile (0836) 205879
WEST SUSSEX

TAXIDERMIST

"It is an offence to sell or offer to buy or sell most birds
(and other animals), dead or alive, without a licence or
exemption from the Department of the Environment, or
(for dead birds only) registration under section 6 of the
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. All advertisements
should be accompanied by a declaration form obtain-
able, with an explanatory note, from the Advertisement

Manager”.

COURSES

HAWRSPORT

Are now offering falconry
courses for the beginner and

for the experienced.

lror details please nng
{t1531)821753

[ Lall-day courses in Basic
Hawk 1 Handling

HEART OF ENGLAND
FALCONRY
(ATRG 270013 (10-5

FOODSUPPLIES

MALCOLM ALLISON
WILDLIFE ARTIST

Birds of Prey/Falconry subject special-
ity. Commissions taken. Also available
limited edition prints, greeting cards and
keyrings.
Contact Malcolm on (0842) 753812
for further details or send leaflet to:-

9 Poppy Close, Thetford, Norfolk,

1P24 2XP.

LODEN . LEATHER

Loden traditional woolen rmaterial is walker
resistant, warm,windproof, silent and it
breathes! Principl Kists of Swedish fall-
mven outerwear in Loden, Gore-Tex and
G1000. Full range of Elch, Rascher, Alglle.
Hueel Loden, including capes, coats,
jackets, trousers, breeches, culottes, skirts,
Musto Gore-Tex jackets, leggings, rousers.
c Yt iters Boots

1 leath

T gailers
by Algle, Lundhage, Maindl. Lambswoal lined
knee length leather boots. Harry Boden crafied
knives. Austrian hats, leisure clothing, ties,
many practical gift ideas. Send {or catalogue
and lists:-

FIELD, MOOR & STREAM
PO Box 32F, Petersfield, Hants, GU31 SAF.
0730- 63477 : 0836 - 599455: Fax 0730 60119

FROZEN FOOD
QUAIL 50p RAT PINKS 8p
RATS 25p MICE 12p

LARGE GUINEA PIGS 50p

DAY OLD CHICKS £3 per 100

£25 per 1000, £20 per 1000 FRESH
tel. 0635 27440 BERKS/HANTS

PHILIP P. LEGGETT
TAXIDERMIST
FRESH & FROZEN
Birds, mammals, fish, sculpted, Chicks - £3 per 100
modelled and mounted to the £27.50 per 1000
highest standard. Turkey Poults - £3.25 per 100
per 1000
RAPTORS A SPECIALITY TEL: (053759) 2025 LEICS. AREA
Tel: Bolton (0204) 23622 OR
DOE. Reg. (0977) 676113 YORKS. AREA
COLLECTION ONLY-AGENTS
WANTED FOR OTHER AREAS.
K.IL & P.S. Mc DONALD
Long established family firm handling commissions for museums,
schools and private clients.
Specimens mounted to highest standard.
D.O.E.REG. MALDON, ESSEX (0621) 850123/850621

D. of. E Registered Taxidermist]
requires all legitimate birds of
Prey.

Best price paid.

Please ring:-

Morcot (057287) 531
for further details.

SPECIALISTSERVICES

Capture the Power, Grace and Beauty
of your Bird of Prey in Oils.

Fine quality, oil painting from your fa-
vourite photograph.

Details :-
Studio Leonora, 44 Kents Hill Road,
South Benfeet, Essex.

SOMETHING TO

ADVERTISE?

The Falconers Magazine has the
cost effective answer.

35p per word inclusive of VAT.
(minimum 15 words for only £5.25)
or boxed advertisements from
only £18 inclusive of VAT.

Simply write out your advertise-
ment and send with your remit-
tance to: Falconers Classifieds,
C.T.C., Dalkeith House,
Dalkeith Place, Kettering,
Northants., NN16 0BS.

For more information and/or
advice telephone:-

JUSTIN STRONG on
(0536) 411636.

I enclose cheque/postal order 1o
tHeValue Of L. conivusmmmmasinnses
made payable to C.T.C.




TREVOR WILLIAMS PRESENTS

PEREGRINE

A fine art limited edition print by young artist
Andy Hull, BA.

The edition is strictly limited to 500 copies
worldwide. Each one is signed and numbered
by the artist.

The print is in black and white and is printed
on 300 gsm acid-free art paper. Image size is
approx. 16" x 22%".

Price £20 plus £2 p&p.

Please send orders to:
Trevor Williams, 80 Main Street,
Swannington, Leics. LE6 4QN.
Tel: 0530 813790.

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME
Name

Address

Number of copies Cheque value _____

IFAILCO GUNDODG
TRAINING EQUIPMENT

Gamebird/Pigeon Releasers for use with
all Bird Dogs, HPRs, Spaniels etc.

Flush your Birds when YOU are reaay. elther
by foot or any of our Electronic Releasers.

Senad for our mustrated brochure and price /st
lo:

FB.C. 14 Seas End Road,
Moulton-Seas-End, Spalding,
PE12 6LD.

Telephone 0406 370750 anytime.

Welsh Hawking Centre
Weycock Road,
BARRY,

South Glamorgan,
South Wales.

Tel. (0446) 748700 or (0656 71) 8687




EYE LEVEL PHOTOGRAPHY

are pleased to present three more classic studies from
their superb “Birds of Prey” collection by the
Master Hawk photographer Ray Aliker

e
A b

T L

The Goshawk

Printed by Hand to the highest quality,
mounted, heat sealed and attractively
framed and ready to hang. Available in
two sizes: 20" x 16" at £68.00 or 15" x 12
at £47.00 (please include £7.00 p & p/
overseas postage £14.00) or print only
20" x 16" at £28.00 (please include £3.50
p & p/overseas postage £7.00)

Please add £7.00 (15" x 12°) or £9.00
(20" x 16°) for guilt and Oval frame.

framed framed unf ramed
20" x 16" 15" x 12" 20" x 16"

;’.I'c‘r]’r't' tick m g‘”ﬁawﬁ ]:I I:I
The Saker Faleon [ ] ]

(]

|

Please send me

The Bam Ouwl [ ]
1 enclose a cheque/P.O./for [_
Name

Address

The Barn Ow!l Buoile == __ = -2
payable to EYE LEVEL PHOTOGRAPHY, 80 Morley Grove,
I Harlow, Essex CM20 1ED. Tel: (0279) 410379 I

Please allow 28 days for delivery




