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The Falconers Magazine is up to its' fourth issue and gaining in popularity in Great Britain and abroad,
inlcuding places as far a field as Canada, America and Saudi Arabia. We have been attending Craft Shows
and Game Fairs all over the country and have had an encouraging response and 1 would like to assure
verybody that the Falconers Magazine will be with you for the foreseeable future. Some of you are due to
re-subscribe so please do not forget to send off your forms. This is the most important thing you can do for
the mag as it lets us know you want it and we know it is worth us continuing. We are always looking for
udding writers so if you feel like having a go, please feel free, we would love to hear from you. This is also
ery important as without articles there would be no magazine to subscribe to.

As Falconry and conservation go hand in hand, we would like to place more emphasis on conservation in the
magazine. This will be by way of articles by organisations such as the R.S.P.C., etc. We would like to think
that Falconers are very conscious of such matters as the welfare and preservation of our wildlife and
countryside, without which we could not practice our sport. We are also in future issue going to be including
more articles on hunting for all you bloodthirsty falconers out there, especially with the forthcoming hunting
season in everybodys mind. If you have any views on either of these things or storys you would like to recount
lease send them to us. Thankyou for your continued support we look to hearing from you.
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CHRIS
MILLER

FALCONRY

* TOP QUALITY FALCONRY FURNITURE

AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
* BUCKSKIN HAWKING GLOVES
* HAWKING BAGS
* HARDWOOD FALCON BLOCKS } ALL BLOCKS
* ARAB BLOCKS A S TEEL SPIKE

* ELECTRONIC SCALES (IDEAL FOR
SPARROWHAWKS AND ALL SMALL TO
MEDIUM SIZED RAPTORS)

FOR COMPLETE PRICE LIST PLEASE SEND
S.AE.TO:
CHRIS MILLER FALCONRY, PO BOX 9,
WEST PDO, NOTTINGHAM, NGS8 3DY.

ALL GOODS COVERED BY FULL MONEY BACK
GUARANTEE
ALL EQUIPMENT HAND TOOLED FOR QUALITY

A moving air incubator with the
proven AB automalic
temperature and humidity control
using the latest solid state

] | A.B. NEWLIFE 75 Mkl |
technology, with the temperalure
accurate to + 0-25°C. Features

! include electronic humidity

? control, 3 egg trays as standard

with inserts suitable for any size
of egg. The machine has its own
water supply for the humidity and
wet bulb. The cabinels are made
from thermally efficient material
with an attractive durable finish
which is easy lo clean and
sterilise.
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The AB NEWLIFE 75 has a
success record of incubating all
types of avian species including
parrots, birds of prey, gamebirds
and waterfowl.

A.B. Incubators Ltd
40 Old Market Street Mendlesham

Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 5SA England
Tel: (0449) 766065 (ofterhours 766471)

NEW VIDEOS

"A FISTFUL OF FEATHERS" - and
"RED TAILED HAWK HUNTING VIDEO"

A varled and sometimes light-hearted look at modern day Falconry
The Flying & Keeping of Owls, Incubation, The Flying of Lanner Falcons, Lugger
Falcons, Kestrels, Barn Owls, Eagle Owl & Buzzards.

Inc. rehabilitation & release of "Sweep"” the injured Tawny Owl.

Flying a Saker & a Red-tailed Hawk at quarry and the basic training and flying of
a Tawny Eagle.

The duration of the VHS video is approx. 1 hour.

A Fistful of Feathers £20 post free
Red Talled Hawk Hunting Video £17.50 post free
Speclal discounts for more than one copy.

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME
Send cheques/PO, Barclaycard or Access to:

The Falconry Centre, Kidderminster Road South,

West Hagley, W.Mids, DY9 0JB.
Tel: 0562 700014

THE FALCONRY _# ¥ ~

GUEST HOUSE
|OTTER AND WILDLIFE SANCTUARY iy
SPRINKS LANE . KINGSLEY . Nr CHEADLE . STAFFS ST10 ZBXTELDS;B 754784 W]

"In the beautiful Chumet Valley, as featured on Anglia T.V. Holiday Programme -
Anything Goes".

Residential, and non ial comprehensive falconry courses, 2, 3 or 4 days, good
food, hospitality, and individual tition, for beginners 1o advanced.

Looking at Wildlife, a one day study, for those with a more general interest in natural
history, where guests can become involved in the care and rehabilitation of birds and
mammals, which is pant of the sanctuary'’s voluntary wildlife rescue service.
Educational and guided tours with flying displays (weather pemmitting) for day visitors
- by appointment.

We also visit schools, clubs, societies etc., and attend summer fetes. Open all year, Zoo
licensed, fully insured. BB & EM. ETB member. Stockists of falconry fumiture by Ben
Long.

=1

‘ BASILDON Z0O

Tel: BASILDON (0268) 553985
OPENING TIMES: 10am - 6pm in summer
10am - Dusk in winter

Last admission 1hr before closing

Set in what were the gardens of
Vange Rectory.

Wide variety of Birds including
Birds of Prey.

Cafe and Refreshements.
4 4 4 4+

PET SHOP
Birds of Prey for sale
Individually Frozen Chicks, Rats and Mice

For Pet Shop enquiries
Tel: Basildon (0268) 550844
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This year saw the very first Falconers Fair,
incorporated in the Countryman and Game-
keepers Fair two day event staged at
Stoneleigh in Staffs on 19th & 20th May.

It was organised by Ron Morris and Brian
Paterson. Brian did three very impressive
Falconry displays throughout the day, ex-
plaining the handling, training, maintenance
and flying of birds of prey, to give people an
insight into the age old art of Falconry.

A special Guest appearance was made on
both days by Hungarian Laurent De Bastyai.
It was a great honour for many people to
meet aman who has such a great standing in
the Falconry world and so much experience,
who is also willing to share his knowledge
with others.

The Falconers Fair was attended by Fal-
conry Furniture makers, artists, photogra-
phers, taxidermists, clubs, incubator special-

TMCONE‘K,S FAIR - -
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ists, Raptor Rescue and of course The Fal-
coners Magazine. Everybody,when asked,
said they were very impressed and pleased
with the response. Visiting Falconers said it
was great to have somewhere where they
could all get together once a year.

AL O R
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Apart from the Falconers Fair there were
100’s of other stands covering everything
from stick-making to clothing, books to pest-
control, camping to feed specialists.

There were demonstrations of archery,
claypigeon shooting, working gundogs, in-
cluding obstacle courses, scurrys and straight
retrieve competitions. Terrier and lurcher
showing and racing, ferret showing and rac-
ing, hound sports, stick-dressing, fishing, 4 x
4 charity drive, side saddle riding.

All in all the Falconers Fair was a huge
success and much enjoyed by everyone. It
has been long awaited and it arrived in style.
Wehopetoseeit go from strength tostrength
in years to come. For details of next years
Falconers Fair please keep your eye on The
Falconers Magazine early next year and as
soon as we hear anything we will let you
know. Hop to see you all next year.

HIGH AS A KITE

Peter Litherland and Michael Duffy who run the Falconry
Centre at Holdenby House are pleased to announce the arrival
of the first Yellow Billed bred in captivity in this country. It
hatched at 11pm on 6th May 1990. Its parents are a 12 year
old male and a 25 year old female. The female is on loan from
Jemima Parry-Jones of The National Bird of Prey Centre. In
February 1989 they were introduced together into an aviary
and to everyones surprise they laid and sat a clutch of eggs but
unfortunately they were infertile. At the beginning of April
1990 she laid one egg and she sat it and lo and behold 34 days
later the egg hatched. They do not know yet what sex it it but
as you can see it is a lovely bird, and well worth t.he wait.

FELIN GERI FALCONRY
AND HAWKING CENTRE

John McGinty, with finance and partner, Michelle Legg have
fulfilled their ambiiton to start a falconry centre. Althoughon
a small scale at the moment, with just 17 birds, they have
plans to extend. John devotes a great deal of time to talking
and explaining the art of falconry to the audience. They have
a nicely laid out weathering ground and an open work-shop.
The falconry centre is in the grounds of Felin Geri, which is
one of the last working 16th Century water powered flour
mills in the country which supplies its own bakery and is
owned by Mike Haycock. A meal can be had in the Japanese
restaurant and the children can have great fun in the adventure

playground.

hawking.

Future plans for the centre are all year courses and the op-
portunity for falconers either with or without birds to go

John and Michelle in the Workshop
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Newsconimed \T AL AYSIAN BROWN FISH OWL

We have our first egg of the season, began my original article penned in January, and
there it may have ended, without the promised update, when , seven days later the egg
was candled and proven infertile. However, on February 27th another egg was pro-
duced by our erstwhile pensioners which at seven days incubation showed the beautiful
tell talered blood vessels with atiny jelly fish nucleus, “fertility”. It was notto be plain
sailing however when at 28 days incubation the parent birds gave up and abandoned it,
we found the egg ice cold but, still forever the optimists we reasoned that one Fish Owl
egg equals three Tawny Owls and did a nifty swap. It worked and on day 33 the first
Malaysian Brown Fish Owl was born, an all fools day baby which certainly fooled the
Tawny's who reared it as their own for the first three weeks at which point we did a
further nifty swap and transferred it to the European Eagle Owls torear along with their
own which had just begun to hatch. They are brilliant parents and kept it so well
covered that it was to be eight weeks later before we saw it again, from ten weeks it
began to explore the surroundings beyond the nest confines. Now at twelve weeks it is
still not quite grown but we are guessing it to be a male and with plumage many shades
paler than its parents. He is strong and healthy and should now be assured of survival
but of course the next great problem presents itself, that of locating a potential mate for
him when he matures, in about three years time, if there is a lonely female out there

perhaps she might get in touch.

THE KESTREL. _
By ANDREWVILLAGE. | i KeEilun T
This is a comprehensive study Andrew Village .

by Dr Andrew Village, of the
Kestrel taken over five years in
Eskdalemuir in Scotland and
seven years in two agricultural
areas in Eastern England. The
book contains carefully cata-
logued data covering all facets
of the Kestrel, its life and habits
. From Kestrels around the
world, through diet, hunting,
moult, territory and nesting sites,
with special attention paid to
breeding, which covers five of
the twenty-one chapters, popu-
lation and age and sex ratios. The book is written in such a way that it
is very readable as well as being very informative.

The author Dr Andrew Village, who also studied under the supervi-
sion of Ian Newton on his sparrowhawk project, has provided us with
the most in-depth and up to date book on Kestrels available today. The
book contains over forty-five excellent photographs and artist Keith
Brockie has contributed over 30 superb illustrations. THE KESTREL
by ANDREW VILLAGE is published inhard back by T & A D Poyser.
Itis available at all good book stores or on mail order from; Foots Gray,

High Street, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 SHP Price £18. (inc. p&p UK only).
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THE POINTER AND HIS PREDECESSORS
By WILLIAM ARKWRIGHT

Reviewed by John Merim

Good books on dog training are worth THE
their weight in gold. They can save
you an awful lot of time, both in the gg,lﬁz,E,,E
initial choice of the dog and then un-
derstanding how to train and work it.
The most important book ever written
on the English pointer is undoubtedly
William Arkwright’s “The Pointer and
His Predecessors” which was first pub-
lished in 1903, and then in 1906, 1977
and 1989.

Most people know that there is a dif-
ference between the working pointer
and the show pointer. But as1read Arkwright's chapters on “Early His-
tory™ and “Later History™ describing the origins of the dogs, then their
development in Britain from first importations in 1725, | began to
realise why modern working pointers vary so much, even in Britain.

Arkwright goes on to discuss “the present” (at the turn of the cen-
tury!) under “Shows and Trails” (there were grumbles about The Kennel
Club even then!), then to “Characteristics of the Pointer” and “Breed-
ing and Selection”. The chapter on “Alien Crosses” condemns the
introduction of foxhound, bull terrier, and greyhound blood to “im-
prove” the dogs for trials and the bench. All fascinating stuff.

“Shooting Over Dogs™ was probably my most enjoyable chapter, for
obvious reasons, and it is followed by a useful and practical chapter on
“Breaking” with quotations from earlier authors that are as applicable
to today’s dogs as they were nearly four hundred years ago. Falconry,
sad to say, is scarcely mentioned but that is not surprising considering
the period in which the book was written.

Allin all,1 would strongly recommend this book to anyone interested
in pointing dogs, especially to any falconer even contemplating game
hawking. There have been many books since on this breed, and many
have gone, but Arkwright is immortal. This is a book which should be
on the shelf of every serious dogman or falconer.

“The Pointer and His Predecessors” by William Arkwright (ISBN O
906924 03 0) is published in hard back by Derry Argue at £20 (Cash
with Order) including post and packing from: Argue Publishing, Miller's
Place, Fendom, Tain IV19 1PE.

William Arkwright




10 x 40 BGA

Brilliance and precision in a compact form

The excellence of optical design and construction engineered into this
instrument, provides the user with a unique neutral image, exquisite natural
colours, superb contrast and definition. Full field for spectacle wearers.
Black rubber armoured, compact and lightweight.
13 f( ig ggﬁ " 2277?3 Close focus to approximately 5m. .
8 x 32BGA . £340 8 x 32and 7 x 42 models are also available.

SPECIALIST RANGE

Rubber armoured, fully multi-
coated. Provide full field for
spectacle wearers. Supplied in
de-luxe leather case.

OSIRIS RANGE

Featherweight quality binoculars
with rubber or leather coverings.
8% 30ZCF ...covvcccrnirnines £130
8 x 30 ZCFIGA
8 x 40ZCF ...
8 x 40 ZCFIGA
10 x 40 ZCF ...
10 x 40 ZCF/GA ...

BIRDWATCHERS’
MOST POPULAR

MosTroruLaR _ALPIN

Compact & Lightweight 10 X 40 BGA

These now famous binoculars used by birdwatchers and
naturalists the world over, are exceptionally lightweight

525g (180z.) and easy to use.

‘Ceralin’ multi-coated optics to give the user an exceptionally
bright and clear image with natural colours.

Black rubber armoured, with a long eye relief that gives full
gIvIcH gy g OTHER POPULAR ALPIN MODELS

field of view for spectacle wearers. Close focus down to 5m.
10 x 50 BGA

Asuperbinstrument and a pleasure to own. Price only £205. 12 50pga
7x50BGA .....ccoccenn

Fixed length,

TBS 80 GA-THE TELESCOPE

OTHER QUALITY OPTOLYTH TELESCOPES

OF THE FUTURE TB 80 GA body ........ £334 30x60GA ... £205
; 20x W 22X 60GA i £210

30xW 22-60 X 70GA ....... £353

40X o 2xXT70GA ... £290

22-60x zoom 15-40 x 60 GA ....... £265

green rubber armoured body with

a 45° angle for easy viewing. This
telescope is the result of over a century of
experience on optical research and manufacture by e
Optolyth-Optik of West Germany, that culminates in an instrument

of unparalleled image quality at all magnifications. Available with a range of wide
angle eyepieces, most notably the ‘extra wide field' 20 x WW. The above model is now available
with ‘straight-through’ viewing facility to meet all and every requirement of the serious birdwatcher.

.

Importers:

For further information, advice, colour brochure or your
nearest Optolyth dealer, please phone or write to Sole

For those who want the best! The
most popular birdwatching telescope
ever. Used by the RSPB for the
observation of ospreys, and by the
Wildfow! Trust for the observation of
wildfowl. Price £318

30 x 75 GA 30 x 80 GA

TBS80GA body 45 angle £320
TBG 80 GA straight body ... £320

0|oticron

The top instrument which would be 20 x WW £88 IMPORTERS, EXPORTERS AND DISTRIBUTORS

bou%hl:gainbyits'cu;‘renlmznfrsor DO o OF QUALITY TELESCOPES AND BINOCULARS

to which owners of other models ¢

would changs. Price £353. S OPTICRON (Dept. B), PO Box 81, Marlborough
22-60 Z00M .............. Trading Estate, 25 Lattimore Road, St. Albans,

Hertfordshire AL1 3NT. Telephone (0727) 56516
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CALL OF THE WIND

by

Alan Gates

“What on earth made you want to fly
golden eagles?”. I was once asked, by a
smartly dressed falconer with a dainty
peregrine tiercel stood on his fist. The
answer is not as easy as one would imag-
ine, and somewhat impossible to sum up
in a few words. Looked at logically,
there are possibly a lot more minuses to
flying an eagle than there are pluses, but
then attraction is rarely based on sen-
sible reasoning.

It was twenty five years ago when |
was given my first opportunity to fly a
golden eagle. A regal adult male, witha
gentle temperament. We flew him at
hare on the South Downs, and although
1 thoroughly enjoyed a few days sport in
the company of this fine bird, the attrac-
tion of flying an eagle had not got a hold.
Or at least, 1 was not aware that it had.

In those days of the mid sixties, only
a few falconers owned golden eagles.
There were less then nine eagles wear-
ing jesses in the British Isles, and only
three or four of those regularly flown at

uarry.

The few who had attempted to train a
golden eagle to hunt, accounted for may
of the legendary stories of bad tempered
eagles attacking their owners or specta-
tors in the field. In general most of the
experienced falconers of the day who
put pen to paper to extol the art of fal-
conry in book form, would, upon listing
the various species of birds of prey suit-
able for the hunt, usually leave the eagle
until last. Then recount a catalogue of
disaster that befell some poor unfortu-
nate who had been foolish enough to
attempt to train this most un-predictable
and ferocious of birds. These stories
usually ended with the poor owner at his
wits end, giving the eagle to a zoo or
menagerie. The writer who had proba-
bly never encountered an eagle, warn-
ing the reader never to be tempted for
what ever reason. I had grown up with
this advice ringing my ears, many good
falconers had had eagles, but had soon
given up with them. Unpredictable, with
a slow, sluggish and boring perform-
ance was usually their verdict.

After twenty one consecutive seasons
flying solely golden eagles, it is only
now that 1 feel able to criticise those
eagle falconers of the past. Their great-
est error was to consider an eagle as just
a large version of a goshawk, instead
one should look at how these birds hunt
in the wild, adapt their training and
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hunting methods, and above all respect
their greater intelligence. My decision
toown and fly agolden eagle was alldue
to a short telephone conversation, when
1 was offered the fine male eagle, which
1 had flown on the Downs a few years
previously. I was so taken aback and
felt a little honoured a this offer, that 1
accepted withouta great deal of thought.
But then 1 was young and impetuous.

At the time 1 lived in the Channel
Islands, which are situated in the Eng-
lish Channel, just off the coast of North-
ern France. Not the most suitable place
to hunt with a golden eagle, and quite a
different terrain from the rolling hills of
the South Downs.

After many hours of acclimatising
myself to handling my new eagle ‘Ivan’,

Maria in full flight
I was ready to start to hunt, and it was on
the western coast of my native island of
Jersey that 1 chose to start.

Here was probably the largest open
space on the island. Something like four
square miles of sand dunes, with a rea-
sonable population of rabbits in resi-
dence.

Our early outings were a little in-
tense, I was often worried that Ivan might
take it into his head, for what ever rea-
son, and fly out to sea. A prospect that
filled me with dread, as | would be un-
able to follow, just stand and watch. As
my confidence grew and his flying abili-
ties developed 1 watched in admiration
as he rode out the sea born up-drafts.

Now 1 was experiencing or the first time
what was to attract me to flying eagles
for many years to come.

After a couple of seasons a natural
team developed between myself and
Ivan. Ibecame a lot more confident as
we both learnt to hunt the available
ground that was suitable for an eagle.
This in the main was the headland slopes
above the islands sea cliffs. The north-
ern and western coasts of Jersey. and the
eastern and northern coasts of the tiny
island of Herm were our favourite haunts.
These headlands were steep, bracken and
bramble covered slopes about two
hundred yards wide and a few mileslong.
The main quarry here was the rabbit.
With almost total cover they were a wily
adversary.

Ivan adapted a technique which was
both exciting and successful. Using the
natural up-draft from the cliffs he would
ride backwards and forwards, as 1
struggled through the bracken beating
the most likely looking hiding places. If
anything moved, near me or ahead he
would sail across and above the spot,
roll over, close his wings and stoop,
punching his way through the dense
cover to grab a rabbit.

He would often miss, as he would only
get a glimpse of a rabbit as it sped its
way through a network of tunnels,
trampled by tiny feet under this vast
blanket of bracken and brambles.

If there was a strong wind blowing, 1
would check on the direction, as it would
determine as to which coast we would
head for. I would fly Ivan in winds up
to,and sometimes in gale force. In these
conditions 1 defy anyone to stand, or try
to stand with me, and say that a trained
eagle is a boring performer. Here on the
top of our sea born cliffs the wind has
powered its way right across the Atlan-
tic, with nothing in its path to dissipate
its strength. Finally its smashes into the
base of the islands granite cliffs, its full
force now directed in an upward thrust.
I found it difficult to stand, and had to
lean into the wind, in these conditions
extra care must be taken not to go too
close to the cliff edge.

Ivan with only his wing butts pro-
jecting, would power across the sky like



a fighter jet. He would dip low over the
tops of the dead bracken and pass me at
high speed, above the noise of the wind,
1 could hear a high pitch whine. At this
speed his single leg bell would act as a
very efficient whistle. He would turn
towards the cliff edge and hit the full
blast of the up-draft, within a second he
rose at least two hundred feet vertical.
Now he would ride back over where 1
was beating, in these winds he can
manage two speeds, Dead stop, as he
hangs over a place where he last saw a
rabbit, and with a slight tilt of his tail,
full speed across the wind.

On days like this it is so easy to be-
come aspectator, just to stand and watch
as he plays with the might of the wind.
As he hangs high in the sky, gulls mill
around scornful of this dangerous look-
ing intruder. Sometimes a pair of Great
Black Backed Gulls would escort him,
one either side. At first Ivan would take
no notice, to the gulls this is a sign of
weakness. One would slip behind him
to try and tweak his tail. As] watched 1
could see Ivans head turn, instantly he
would let the wind lift him up and then
push him back over the gull. Now he
was in a position to dive on this cheeky
varmint and chase him a mile or so up
the coast.

I would watch him speed off into the
distance, with the gull desperately trying
to out-manouvre this now very deter-
mined pursuer. Soon Ivan would come
back, hanging in the sky over my head,
a rabbit moves and he crashes into the
bracken. If he was successful he is
rewarded and the rabbit goes into the
bag. If not he would peer in disbelief all
around, sometimes poking his head
through the bracken and trying to look
along the runs. Then when he was fi-
nally convinced that the bunny had
shown him a clean pair of heals, he would
half open his wings and the wind would
lift him from the spot to about one
hundred feet.

Thankfully we rarely caught more
than three or four rabbits in a days out-
ing. The weight in the hawking bag on
the long walk home, might have bal-
anced out the weight of the eagle, but
neither did much for my tired old legs.

When 1 moved to mainland Britain,
Ivan showed me he had not gone soft
with rabbits, and took the large brown
haresin fine style. The huge arable fields
of Yorkshire and Lancashire gave many
happy hare hawking outings. In the
embryonic days of the Falconers Asso-
ciation (Hunting Group) in the early
seventies, quite large meetings of fal-
coners and their hawks would gather on
the Bleasdale estate in Lancashire. Here
we had permission for some 10,000 acres
over which to fly our birds. Unfortu-
nately the weather was not always kind
to us. High winds, and, on occasion

"Maria" a 17 year old female Golden Eagle

blizzard snow soon grounded the gos-
hawks. Not Ivan, he was up, with about
thirty beaters below all trying to serve
him. Two or three hares could be on the
run at once. He would swoop down on
the nearest, and if it jinked out of his
clutch, he would rise up and swoop after
another.

These displays of hare hawking cer-
tainly encouraged a few falconers of that
time to consider the eagle, and with the
possibility of obtaining licenses to take
golden eaglets from their highland ey-
ries, it made what had once been an im-
possible dream, a bit more of a reality.

June 1973 found me in the Grampian
Mountains in the Highlands of Scotland,
I had just lowered a cane basket down
the steep crag, inside was Mariaa down
covered female eaglet. Sat behind me in

the eyrie was her brother, 1 had just hand
fed him a few slivers of grouse meat
before I too lowered myself off the ledge
and out of his life.

Maria was about three weeks younger
than 1 had hoped for, but she already
weighed eight and a quarter pounds and
my time in the highlands was running
out. She was the first female eaglet taken
under licence, and at the time there was
only one other trained female eagle being
flown in Britain.

I was subjected to the same negative
reaction from fellow falconers, that 1 had
had when firstembarking on eagle flying.
Golden eagles in general still carried a
bad press, and anyone attempting to train
afemale really had lost his marbles. After
all Capt. C.W.R. Knight attempted to
train two females, and returned both of
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them from whence they came. One, very
nearly caused the loss of one eye when
she too hold of the side of his face. Both
these females started to develop a seri-
ously bad habit of grabbing at his free
hand whilst standing on the gloved arm.

Maria grew up in an open straw lined
penof the farm, she was given unlimited
food and just left to bask in the sun and
grow. This she did and was soon a
magnificent dark uniform brown, with a
golden head and superb white banded
tail. The most striking feature (no pun
intended) was the large span of her feet,
each foot had an equal span to my hand
and was fearsomely armed.

The early stages of training Maria
were very straight forward, 1 encouraged
her with great care to return to the fist, or
should 1 say arm. The ultimate rule in
this practise, is never take away any of
the reward held in your fist. Always
allow the eagle to eat all that you offered
her, if you fail to follow this basic rule
you will encourage her to guard her food,
gripping your gloved hand with crip-
pling power and lashing out to grab your
bare hand as you attempt to make away
with her prize.

What takes most novice eagle fal-
coners by surprise, is the speed in which
an eagle will sus out your mistakes in
training her. Sloppy moves in which
you might trick a goshawk and the like,
an eagle will notice, assess and take
advantage of , by the third time you try it
on.

I flew Maria to the fist for about a
year, one soon learns to compensate for
the moment of contact as she lands. The
only reason 1 stopped was attributed to
inexperience on both our parts. It was at
the end of an afternoon hare hawking
over some winter wheat fields, a stiff
wind was developing and dusk was fall-
ing. Time to call it a day, Maria was
sitting in the middle of a large oak tree in
the hedgerow, from where she had com-
manded an excellent view as 1 walked
the field towards her. I held up my arm
as | walked away from her, and as usual
she left her position to return to me. The
direction of her approach gave her a tail
wind and the visibility was dropping , 1

heard her approach
and felt her land, one
foot on my arm and
the other on the back
of my head. I bent
forward and she con-
tinued onto the
ground in front of me,
luckily she had not
gripped and 1 had no
marks, but 1 can still
feel that foot clasp-
ing the back of my
head today. I took it
as a sort of warning,
and now she returns
to a reward on the
ground.

She was soon rid-
ing the up-drafts from
the moorland valleys,
here in the high hills
Maria pursues the hill
fox and the occa-
sional roe. With her
much greater weight
than the male eagle,
she packs an al-
mighty punch from a
high stoop. She has
killed both these spe-
cies of quarry stone
dead with one stoop, the largest to go
this way was a roe at fifty two pounds in
weight.

Once again here was proof against
those disparaging remarks of a female
golden eagles performance. Maria de-
veloped adevil may careattitude to flying
in wild weather, similar to horses it
seemed to excite her as she tore across
the sky on half open wings.

We would often hunt over hillsides
covered with small sized oak plantations,
and Maria has often pursued above the
trees, ground game running along the
woodland floor. She obviously calcu-
lates where there is the least obstruc-
tions and dives through the branches .I
make this statement because she is never
hurt or deflected off her aim, but the
resounding crash and the number of small
branches she breaks as she punches her
way through the trees , often makes me
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Ivan coming to the authors fist

flinch as 1 despair at her disregard for
her own safety. With suitable quarry
quite scarce on the moorland hills, she
will regularly play on the wind. Letting
it take her higher, then swooping earth-
wards she levels out, streaking along the
flat moorland tops, passing me at shoul-
der level she cocks an eye to me, then
out over the edge and bang straight into
the up-draft and vertically up for a couple
of hundred feet.

This is what attracts me to flying
golden eagles, as 1 walk the hills she
defies the elements to throw all they have
ather,and sheridesitlike aroller coaster.
We do not need any quarry to see a
spectacular display, evolution has honed
this bird to aerial perfection all that is
required is the wind and real eagle coun-
try in which to fly her.

FOOTNOTE

Although it gives me pleasure to share
my experience of eagles with fellow
falconers. I sincerely hope it does not
encourage anyone to embark on attempt-
ing to train an eagle for falconry, with-
out first considering all that is required.
Firstly a vast area of open deserted land
is required. A commodity that is very
very scarce these days, even in Wales,
Northern England and Scotland it is
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becoming more difficult every year to
be totally alone in the hills.

As most eagles that become avail-
able for training originated as eyasses,
they invariable become imprinted on
their handlers. The makes them ‘one
man birds’, which can have very serious
drawbacks as the guard their territory to
all on-comers except their handler.
Passing eagles through many owners
does nothing for their temperaments, and
so one must be prepared to own an eagle

for life, which can be thirty or more years.

Sadly there are far too many eagles in
menageries, falconry centres or just
caged up in a vain hope that they will
breed. Some excuse these actions by
proclaiming that these birds are flown
daily, although many never leave their
blocks. A few hundred yards flapping
around a field is not flying an eagle, and
anything less is nothing short of physi-
cal and mental cruelty.
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- THE MAGNIFICENT >

considered the ultimate Falcon

for the chase. That is up until
the turn of the century, when
for all intent and purpose, the
art of keeping Gyrs in good
health and condition had been

lost. The falconers of that pe-
riod that had the good fortune
to obtain Gyr Falcons were gen-
erally disappointed with their
performance and alarmed at the
rate at which they fell ill and
died.

But the modern Falconer has
re-learnt the important lessons
of keeping Gyrs fit and healthy.
As aresultthe Gyris once again
considered the most exciting
longwing to fly at quarry. They
are the largest and without
doubt, the fastest of all the fal-
cons. Gyr falcons fly at around
3 Ibs 40zs and male Gyrs
(known as Jerkins) fly ataround
21bs 80zs. Bearing in mind a
good sized Peregrine Falcon
flies at just under 2lbs, Gyrs
really are large and powerful.

The wild Gyr is a bird of the
northern hemisphere and is
divided into seven races by
ornithologists. The Falconer
doesnot classify the Gyr by race
but by colour. The grey phase,
the black and the dramatic look-
ing white phase.

The diet of the wild Gyr is
chiefly birds, particularly ptar-
migan and grouse, but they will
take all birds from small pas-
serines to ducks and geese.
Very occasionally they will take
ground game such as lemmings
and other small mammals.
Their home range varies tre-
mendously, depending on re-
gion and quarry available. For
example in Iceland the average
territory of a pair of birds is 25
square miles, while in Alaska
this can be anything up to 400
squaremiles. Pairs donotbreed
every year but will miss a year
if food is in short supply. The
female lays anywhere between
2 and 7 eggs, although the nor-
mal clutch is 4. The eggs are
incubated for 28 to 29 days,
having been laid at three day
intervals. The young fly at about
fifty days, but stay with the
parents for another month or so.

Thanks to captive breeding
Gyrs are no longer beyond the
reach of the average falconer.
But what must be considered,
before obtaining one of these
magnificent birds, is can the
average falconer do the bird
justice. They require a tremen-
White Gyr Falcon dous amount of room in which
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to fly and hunt. The first time
they are flown free they will
scare the average falconer to
death. Unlike Peregrines which
tend to stick close in the early
days of flying, Gyrs like to
stretch their wings and range
out an astonishing distance. I
have known of one go out of
telemetry range, fifteen miles,
and come back overhead con-
siderably later. The falconer
requires nerves of steel in the
first few weeks.

Even when stooping to the
lure their turning circle has to
be seen to be believed.

But once fully trained they
arca joyto fly. They are flown
mainly from the fist, out of the
hood, and make very attractive
rook hawks. But when flown at
pheasant and partridge the Gyr
shows its true speed. They can
overhaul a cock pheasant in full
flight with deceptive ease. Gyrs
are also very efficient at wait-
ing on flights for grouse and
duck. In fact one of the most
successful grouse hawks of
recent years has been a captive
bird, grey phase jerkin.

It is mainly German and
American falconers, that have
re-discovered the art of flying
Gyrs to their full potential. The
Americans have been particu-
larly successful with captive
breeding and have advanced to
the stage of producing Gyr
hybrids to suit their needs. The
most common being either Gyr/
Peregrine or Gyr/Prairie. These
combinations produce large
powerful birds with hybrid
vigour. For example a male
Prairie will fly at around the 11b
loz mark, whereas a Gyr/Prai-
rie hybrid male flies at around
11b 100zs. There have even
been Gyr/Merlin crosses, but 1
have never seen one of these
first hand, let alone fly one. So
1 am not in a position to com-
ment on their capabilities.

The German falconers do not
like the Gyr/Peregrine combi-
nation, butinstead prefer a Gyr/
Saker hybrid. These are big
birds and more than capable of
taking brown hares. Their
method of capture is to strike
the hare several times, around
the head if possible, and then
grab the animal once it is suffi-
ciently stunned.

When training Gyrs there are
several points to be bomme in
mind. They have great powers
of fasting, and unlike Peregrines
do not dehydrate quickly, and
therefore can go five or six days
without food and not suffer any
harm, providing they were in
good condition to start with of
course,

They also have a very supe-

rior intelligence, when com-
pared to other birds of prey.
Therefore when being flown to
the lure it must be presented in
as many different ways as pos-
sible and should not be given to
the bird, at the end of the exer-
cise period, by throwing itup in
the air. The Gyr should always
be allowed to catch the lure
during exercise. This way it
will believe ithas won the game
and therefore will remain inter-
ested.

It should also be mentioned
that Gyrs are very playful and
enjoy human company. They
should be put out to weather
where they are able to see plenty
of life and action. Most Gyrs
also like a tennis ball, or some-
thing similar, to play with.

Gyrs must be flown every-
day, without fail, to keep them
fit. They get out of condition
very quickly indeed. When
being entered they need to be
extra keen or they will not take
the game too seriously, but once
entered they can be flown in a
relatively high condition.

Continental falconers have
found that the best way to moult
a Gyr and keep it healthy is to
let it loose in an aviary, but not
feed it as much as it would like.
As is the conventional way.
They find thatbirds stay health-
ier if they are kept tame and
only allowed to go two or three
ounces over their flying weight.
The birds are made to come to
the fist for their food and the
falconer remains with the bird
whilstiteats, talking to it all the
time. Only fresh food is used
for Gyrs, never frozen. The most
popular food on the continent is
two week old chicks or quail.
A Jerkin will eat three quail a
day.

With all this talk of Ameri-
can and Continental falconers
it should not be forgotten that
probably the most successful
falconer of modern times with
the Gyr is our own Ronald Ste-
vens.

As mentioned earlier, Gyrs
are used mainly for game or
rook hawking, except in the
middle east where a few are
flown at Houbara. But the vast
majority of Gyrs that end up in
the middle ecast die of heat ex-
haustion sooner or later. Butin
the halycon days of falconry,
the Gyr was used for heron and
kite hawking. It was normal to
fly a cast of falcons ( a cast being
two falcons) at both these quar-
ries and flights of great length
and sporting quality ensued.
The flights were followed on
horseback and would last for
several miles.

Due to changes in country-

side and conservation laws these
flights are no longer possible,
butaGyr flown atrooks or game
is still a spectacle to be mar-
velled at. As D'arcussia said
“to own a Gyr is to be disap-
pointed with all other hawks”.
For those who would like to
read about the Gyr two books
arerecommended;
Observations on modern fal-
conry by Ronald Stevens
Traite De Fauconnerie by Sch-
legel and Wulverhorst
both books are available from
Falcon Leisure, 52 Bennetts
Close, Cobham, Surrey, KT11
1AJ. Telephone 0932 64404.
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Above:

Dr Faris Al Timiml
in Qatar with

a Female Grey
GyrFalcon

Below:
Black Gyr Falcon
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There is probably no need to pose the
question, why do you need a dog for
falconry? The answer is self-evident.
But why should you go for the best you
can afford?

I believe the answer to that question
must be that an animal or bird is trained
by success. A falcon learns to go high
because height means morekills. A hawk
or falcon will try harder if everything is
done to consistently serve it with quarry
at the critical moment. To guarantee
this process, you need the best dog you
can get.

The behaviour pattern which makes a
falcon strive to achieve height in game
hawking is established more readily by
the certain knowledge that birds will be
sprung when it has reached its pitch. A
fast ranging stylish dog with stamina
will get you points when others have

CHLUNLERE i v b

1 g™ e e it 3 S
*ﬁmﬁ'-nm..;;,..‘,,: S i s

..

any contact with the dead bird and some
may even express no interest in dead
game the objective is the same, the
destrucion of their prey.

Many owners forget this basic fact.
Successful training depends on getting
the message across to the dog that the
bird can most efficiently be killed by
following the role man has chosen for it.
Getting this message across seldom has
anything to do with the dog’s reluctance
toleamn orits inability to do the job. Dog
training is a communications problem.

For this reason it is usually advisable
to shoot over a young pointer or setter
for its first season and it goes without
saying that birds should only be killed
over the dogs points. Killing a bird with
a falcon is too remote from it’s work for
the dog tocomprehend. The falconlearns
it has a better chance of a successful

- -

;

Llewellin setter pups are highly instinctive

given up and come into heel. Getting a
consistent production of game at the
point. Consistently reliable points will
only be obtained with dogs which have
the required instincts bred in.

The traditional bird dogs, the pointer
and the three breeds of setters, are highly
instinctive hunters. Working them is not
too far removed from flying a falcon.
They often work at extreme range and
being predators their mental processes
are not dissimilar to a bird of prey’s.
Although a pointing dog may never have
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stoop if it goes high; the dog has to learn
that it will succeed by pointing staunchly
and participating in your sport. When
did you last congratulate your dog be-
cause your bird had a successful flight?

I once trained a setter to work with a
net for catching live grouse for research.
Theactof two men pulling a net over the
dog when on point made that dog much
keener on her work than shooting had
done. I can only conclude the dog felt
more involved in the process and so the
procedure made more sense to her. The

slight touch of the tail of the net on her
rump caused her tomove forward to flush
the birds and catching grouse en masse
became so efficient it was easy to see
why the netting poachers were so hated
by gamekeepers.

The pure dogs are best for the open
grouse moor or expansive partridge
manors, if such still exist. The best
working dogs really do not make the
best pets. They are far 100 active and
keen for work. For more enclosed coun-
try a less hyper-active dog would be
better. There are of course “look-at-my-
bird-look-at-me” falconers to whom the
ownership of a dog is just part of the
image they are secking. Choice in this
case rests with what will best suit the
fashion, preferably something exotic,
exclusive and of show stock!

There are many breeds of imported
HPR varying considerably in tempera-
ment. Research is essential to make sure
you get a dog which will suit your tem-
perament and style of training. Frankly,
ldonotlike these breeds, but 1 admit that
my experience of them is limited. Butif
1 wanted a pointing dog for work in more
enclosed country | would simply cross a
well bred lab with a good example of
one the British pointing breeds. That
way | would be sure to have a dog with
atemperament suited to British training
methods and bred for the purpose in
mind.

I started my career in bird dogs about
thirty years ago with Irish setters when
the breed was at its pcak. Now, 1 would
not choose an Irish setter for falconry
although a good one is hard to beat. They
get very clever, like an old fox, but need
a bit too much handling for falconry in
my opinion. Irish red and white setters
are merely a variation on the same breed
but have been bred from too small a
genetic base so that nervousness is a
problem in some 1 have seen.

Pointers came into my life next and it
is easy to see why they took over in
popularity from the setters when first
imported in 1724. They are primarily a
shooting dog. The pointer will accept
training over a longer period than a set-
ter but it requires a certain amount of
“maintenance training”. The English
setter, a breed 1 have come to favour,
needs to be trained only once. But it is
justaseasy to put the wrong information



into the dog’s head, or leave the training
too late, and find that you cannot crase
the problems bad training has caused.
But that is the trainer, not the dog.

The history of the Llewellin, a sepa-
rate strain of English setter, is a fascinat-
ing story but too long to tell here. Suf-

fice to say that these were the purebred
English setters owned by the late Wil-
liam Humphrey, the famous falconer
and field trialer. These were the dogs
insisted upon by Ronald Stevens and
other earlier top falconers for game
hawking.

Ronald believes a dog should work
without the need for training. To some
measure, | agree but it helps to train them!

Really, it is a matter of giving the dog
the opportunity to gain the right experi-
ence whilst keeping it from harmful in-
fluence but perhaps I will cover thatina
future article.

The Gordon setter is a much neglected
and under-rated breed. True, they are

"Advie Palladin, the writer's Pointer , on the moor"

among the wrong colour (a criticism
which can also be applied to Irish set-
ters) but 1 have seen one worked with
fluorescent orange waist-coatand it stood
out like nothing 1 have ever seen. It is
not generally realised that the Duke of
Gordon responsible for putting this set-
ter on the map was a keen falconer. If
you are lucky you might still get hold of
a Gordon setter of good working breed-

ing. If you do, you will have a very
intelligent, instinctive,and loyal hunting
dog. Most Gordon setters of the right
breeding have super noses, tremendous
endurance, and a lot of natural sagacity.
But they really do have minds of their
own.

Whatever your choice, a good dog
will not only enhance your sport but
could really make it. A good dog should
be as much a part of the falconer’s equip-
ment as his bird. A good dog will last
for up to ten years and probably work
out the cheapestitem of your team ....but
it will contribute well in excess of 50%
to your sport.
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 WATCH OUT!
THERE ARE THIEVES ABOUT!

Sharon O'Gorman

We all insure our cars, our homes,

our lives and everything else that is
precious to us - but what about our
birds?
One night’s work for a thief can devas-
tate years of training and ruin breeding
programmes plus the financial loss, so
why do we take a chance?

None of us believes that it can hap-
pen to our birds in the environs of our
own homes but it can, and does, with
increasing regularity. Then we get hit
by hurricane force winds as we did in
January and February of this year. What
happens when our aviaries are torn apart
by high winds and the occupants soar
up and away - or a tree falls and kills
the birds? Notonly thieves, but natural
phenomena can lead to heavy financial
loss. Malicious damage or vandalism
is another scourge of modern times and
1know of birds that have been shot whilst
sitting in their aviaries. Death by acci-
dent, illness or disease can be covered,
and that includes the savaging of one
bird of prey by another. There was a
case recently where a Red Tailed man-
aged (o get into the aviary of a Ferrugi-
nous Buzzard and the Buzzard was
killed.

Because 1 have kept birds myself for
the past 11 years, including the success-
ful rearing and returning to the wild of 2
Tawny Owls and a Kestrel, and because
1 am a registered insurance broker with
my own company, | set about putting
together a special insurance package
specifically for birdkeepers to cover
every type of bird - including birds of
prey.

After 6 months of negotiation with in-
surance companies and meeting with a
great deal of reluctance of their part, |
eventually succeeded in setting up a pilot
scheme 4 years ago. Such was its suc-
cess, that the large insurance companies
became very interested in taking on the
scheme and after careful consideration,
I decided upon Norwich Union and they
became the insurers on November 4th

1988 with myself as underwriter.

Security is of paramount importance

to birdkeepers so it was arranged that |
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would be totally responsible for the
running of the scheme. Whilst 1 need a
list of birds that are kept in collections,
the information is not kept on computer
and even Norwich Union don’thave any
records. When the birds are insured with
my firm,1am the only one with access to
collection details.

A scparate claims division has been
setup by Norwich Union specifically to
handle bird claims and, in most cases,
settlement is finalised within 10 days.
The largest payout for a single bird was
£18,000 last November and the cheque
was on its way to my client within 24
hours! That is the type of service 1 like
to offer.

Why should I insure my birds?

First of all, quickly tot up the total
value of your collection and you’ll find
that it runs into hundreds or thousands
of pounds. You’ve spent endless hours
training your birds you fly. You have
carefully selected your breeding pairs.
You’ve waited for months to find a suit-
able mate for your Goshawk. You’re
eagerly awaiting the hatching of your
young Harris Hawks. ALt last, you’ve
obtained your Peregrine x Barbery. And

what happens? Thieves find outyou’re
away for the evening at a Falconer’s
meeting. They throw meat into the
kennelrun that you’ve put close to your
aviaries where your dogs are on guard.
They cut a hole in the roof of your
flight after breaking the bulb in your
security lighting system and they take
your pair of Goshawks while your wife
is still up and about in the house.

I’'m sure you’re thinking “what a load
of scaremongering rubbish” but that
event happens to be perfectly true and
happened to one of your fellow falcon-
ers on June 27th. And it isn’t an iso-
lated case, either.

I’ve had another case where a bird
was shot with an air rifle whilst it satin
its aviary. The Ferruginious Buzzard
savaged by a Red Tailed Hawk is also

atrue case. And then there are the claims
for losses during the storms this year. In
one case, a pair of Sparrowhawks es-
caped when their aviary was torn apart
by the winds and they weren’t seen again.
In another case, a pair of Goshawks es-
caped. The female was recovered be-
cause she wasa trained bird but the male
disappeared. That same female was
stolen only afew weeks ago when thieves
entered through the back of the bird’s
accommodation, evading the security
system.

During the past 4 months, Norwich
Union has paid out £45,264 in claims for
losses during storms and as a result of
theft. That is a lot of money and repre-
sents a lot of birds belonging to fellow
birdkeepers. Birds that cost money to
replace. Those birdkeepers were fortu-
nate, their insurance paid them out in
full for the value of the birds they lost.
They were able to buy replacement birds.
If the worst were to happen to your
birds,would you be able to replace them
without financial difficulty? Nothing
can replace the characters and person-
alities of your birds, nor the hours of
training that you’ve spent but at least
with the money in your hand, you can
make an immediate start on rebuilding
your collection. That is why we should
insure our birds.



PAUL SLY

Commissions Undertaken.
Work can be seen at
The Cotswold Falconry Centre.

"WILDLIFE ARTIST

Call for a FREE quotation
(0203) 307280

106, MEADFOOT ROAD, WILLENHALL, COVENTRY CV33DT

o e e e e e

TURN-X INCUBATORS FROM £129.
IROLL-X INCUBATORS FROM £346.

Ip1.US VAT AND CARRIAGE.
I BOTH MODELS ARE FORCED AIR & AUTO TURN.

' IMMEDIATE DESPATCH, OVERNIGHT DELIVERY.

EXPERT ADVICE, SPARES, SERVICE, REPAIRS, ELECTRONIC
l SCALES, THERMOMETERS, CANDLERS AND EMERGENCY
l POWER SYSTEMS.

I TALK TO THE EXPERTS TODAY. NO OTHER INCUBATOR
l SUPPLIER HAS THE RAPTOR EXPERIENCE THAT WE HAVE.

IROBIN HAIGH INCUBATORS, ABBEY
lBRIDGE FARMHOUSE, COLONELS LANE,

CHERTSEY, SURREY, KT16 8RJ.
I ™TEL 0932 560236, TELEX 8814255 NAUTIC G, FAX 0932 561144,

ROBIN HAIGH FALCONRY EQUIPMENT
MANUFACTURERS & SUPPLIERS TO THE WORLD'S FALCONERS SINCE
1969.
IH()()DS. GLOVES. BAGS. BELLS (4 TYPES). '”"SSi“.SX SWIVELS. LURES.
l BLOCKS. BOW PERCHES PLUS THE FULL RANGE OF FALCONRY
EQUIPMENT .
THE LARGEST SELECTION ANYWHERE OF NEW. SECONDHAND & RARE
FALCONRY. RAPTOR AND OWL BOOKS. WE BUY INDIVIDUAL TITLES OR
WHOLE COLLECTIONS. i
JUST IN BROWN & AMADON'S EAGLES HAWKS & FALCONS OF THE
WORLD. VIDEOS. UNDERSTANDING FALCONRY. HAWKING THE WEST
THE GOSHAWK £1995 EACH. FALCON GENTLE £11.95. PRICES INCLUDE
P&P,

FRESH OR FROZEN CHICKS FROM THE UKS MOST MODERN AND
l HYGIENIC PRODUCTION UNIT. ANY QUANTITY AVAILABLE FOR COL-
LECTION. DELIVERY POSSIBLE ON LARGE ORDERS. PHONE FOR QUOTE.

MALE IMPERIAL EAGLE & FEMALE TAWNY FOR SALE TO EXPERIENCED
FALCONER. WOULD MAKE EXCELLENT DEMO BIRDS. ALSO LANNERS &
FERRUGINOUS. SERIOUS ENQUIRIES ONLY PLEASE

| ROBIN HAIGH FALCONRY EQUIPMENT, ABBEY
BRIDGE FARMHOUSE, COLONELS LANE,

I CHERTSEY, SURRY, KT16 8RJ.

TEL: 0932 560236.

OId Wil Burford, OxfordshiD

Life Park "™
A World of Wild Animals

In 200 beautiful acres of gardens and woodland,

PLUS:
@ Adventure Playground @ Picnic Area
@ Narrow Guage Railway
@ Brass Rubbing Centre @ Bar & Restaurant

Open Daily from 10am to 6pm
Midway between Oxford and Cheltenham
19th August 1990

Falconry Display throughout the day from 10am. p

Meets every second Tues of the month at the
Plough P.H. Ashton-in-Mersey, Sale.
Video, Raffles, Guest Speakers.

For details ring Phil Rowland
0625 22299

Venue soon to change
Watch this space for details

COLLECTORS HOUSE,
HIGHSTREET,
THE CRANLEIGH,

SURREY. GU6 8BB.
\ { \ STUDIO

(0483) 276636.

SOLID BRONZE SCULPTURES BY PAUL EATON
(Left to right) Merlin £75, Japanese Falconer £57,
Falcon on fist £65.

Further falconry gifts are available, please send for details
to above address.
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Adult Osprey

Ospreys are not the only birds of prey which eat fish, but they

are the most specialised among those which do so. Their long,
fairly broad wings enable them to circle and patrol slowly over
the waters where they hunt, but they also seem much” more
efficient in steady, ﬂzla;pping flight than many raptors of compa-
rable size and build. For such b'lﬁ hawks, they have rather small
narrow heads and fine-tipped bills, but these features are not all
that surprising in a bird which tears up the comparatively soft
flesh of fish. Ospreys have rather short, thick legs and powerful-
looking toes, with long hooked talons; areversible outer toe and
tiny sharp spicules on the undersides of the toes are clear adap-
tations for grasping and holding wet, slippery fish.

In Britain, we tend to think of Ospreys as birds which fish
freshwater lakes and rivers, but in fact they are equally at home
hunting shallow coastal bays and estuaries. In some countries
they are exclusively sea feeders. Hunting birds normally circle
above the water, often hovering, and take fish in their talons
following a fairly shallow, headlong dive. Most dives are from
a height of 20-30 metres, but Ospreys sometimes fish from
considerably greater heights, or dive from justa few metres up.
In coastal waters especially, they may even fish in a very low
horizontal flight. Shallow dives from a convenient perch over
the water are by no means unknown.

Normally, fish are quickly juggled around so that the flying
bird carries them in both feet, head foremost, ratheér like a tor-
pedo slung beneath an old aeroplane. The fish taken are those
commonly found at or near the surface: while at the coast floun-
ders are the most frequent. Ospreys only rarely eat anything
other than fish - but an interesting record from the Red Sea con-
cemns birds regularly dropping large conch shells from a height
to smash them open. JE

The Osprey runs the Peregrine a close second in belqg one of
the most widely distributed raptors in the world, breeding from
northern Europe across Asia to Japan (with outposts in the
Atlantic Islands, the Mediterranean and the Red Sea) in South-
east Asia and Australia and in north America. Broadly speak-
ing, northern populations are migratory and those further south
fairly sedentary. Ospreys can clearly adapt to different climate
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- their basic requirements being a rich source of food and some-
where suitable to nest. I have seen tree nests in northern Europe,
sea-cliffs nests in the Mediterranean, ground nests on islands in
the Red Sea and eyries on telegraph poles, pylons, buildings and
man made “Osprey poles” in the USA. Where they are not mo-
lested by man, Ospreys can be surprisingly confiding birds.

In Scotland, Ospreys used to nest on island and rocks, and
one of their best-known old sites was on the ruins of the Wolf of
Badenoch’s castle on Loch an Eilein, Speyside. Today, though,
only tree sites are used - mainly living trees, with a distinct
preference for Scots Pine. All being well, the number of young

X 0 W BN
) G ire .

y ey, e . 4 "~
S )

Adult and well grown youngster on !

Ospreys which have flown from Scottish nests since 1954 will
pass 800 this year. It is a remarkable total, but then the whole
story of Scotland’s Ospreys is remarkable.

All the evidence points to Ospreys being quite common in
the Scottish Highlands at one time, but by the end of the 19th
century they had been virtually wiped out by persecution and by
egg and specimen collectors. They vanished from England long
before that. The last Scottish pair bred during the First World
War and it was almost 40 years before Ospreys bred in Britain
again: a pair reared two young at a Speyside site in 1954. The
following four seasons were years of uncertainty and frustra-
tion, with abird shot in one year and eggs robbed in another, but,
under intensive RSPB protection, a pair reared three young at
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Loch Garten on Speyside in 1959. A bold decision was made
that year - to open the site to the public (under careful supervi-
sion of course): it was a huge success and the birds attracted
14,000 visitors in that first year of “Operation Osprey”.

Recolonisation proceeded slowly at first . It was not until
1963 that a second pair attempted to breed and young were not
reared from twonests until 1967. Gradually, the numbers grew,
reaching 50 pairs by 1987; in 1989, we knew of 54 pairs,of
which at least 49 laid eggs. Over 50 young were reared for the
first time in 1985 (53); there were 81 (the most so far) in 1988
and 78 in 1989.

ical exposed eyrie in a Scots Pine
| byp

Over 35 years after the comeback began, Ospreys still make
the news. The media still announce their arrival at Loch Garten
each year and later give details of their breeding success. This
continuing publicity, plus the showing of the Loch Garten birds
to well overa million people over the years, has done an enormous
amount to foster public interest in bird conservation. Loch
Garten has also become world famous as a site where the tech-
nique of showing rare birds to people was pioneered. It has also
been important in taking a lot of pressure off breeding Ospreys
elsewhere.

The Osprey story in Scotland demonstrates how, with care-
ful protection, a new wild population can become established,
can increase and can prosper without any more “artificial” help

All photographs by M. W. Richards

than the building of a few suitable nest platforms , or (as Loch
Garten) the repairing of old ones. There have been problems,of
course, over the years. In the early days, it was not too difficult
to provide 100% protection , but as the population grew beyond
the first two or three pairs this became impossible. Today, a
system of relying on the help, the goodwill and the vigilance of
landowners, keepers, foresters and other local people augments
the close protection of a few pairs. The system works extremely
well and the Ospreys owe a lot to many largely anonymous and
unsung helpers.

Sadly egg collectors remain a problem: Ospreys are clearly
prime targets for these mindless vandals who, despite a consid-
erable inputof time and resources (and several successful prose-
cutions) remain very difficult to stop. Our Osprey statistics
include some which are disgraceful: take 1989, for example - 9
nests robbed, or over 18% of the total. We know of three nest
robberies, and one attempted robbery in 1990 too .......

Despite egg-collectors , despite the hooligans who have twice
tried to cut down the nesting tree at Loch Garten and despite
birds being shot on their migration down to winter quarters in
West Africa, the Ospreys are firmly re-established. Numbers
will continue to increase and it is not impossible that one day
pairs will nest in England . Our annual programme of ringing
Scottish Ospreys (which includes year-coded colour ringing)
has not only told us about where these birds spend the winter,
and about those shot during migration, but also that our popula-
tion is self-sustaining - the ultimate test of the success of re-
colonisation.

A number of falconers helped with round-the-clock watches
in those early days when the Ospreys were trying to secure a
foothold. Those lknew were as optimistic as the rest of us about
the eventual success of what we were doing - little did any of us
realise just how well it would all turn out!
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The Strike. At the last moment the diving Osprey swings its feet
foreward to seize a fish
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PREY

I stood
Ankle deep in the mud of the ditch
Blending, in the stillness,
With the backdrop of the trees behind.
I watched with bated breath
The sheer magnificence
Of this, an aerobic engineer
The likes of which [ cannot call to mind
Up, Up, hundreds of feet above
Swept by the currents of the rising wind,
The graceful creature hovered there
Barely within my range of vision
Yet, I was confident
That every move [ made was soon observed
So finite her capacity for sight,
Sensitive to even a convulsive shudder
She stooped
And, barely feet above the ground
She swerved
Positioning herself with expertise
That, in an instant, then before my eyes
Revealed her prey
Grasped in her own sharp taloned stranglefold
Twas hers
Twas not for me she d sought to slay
Food for her need - no more-
Was all that motivated any Kill
I let her feed and stood quite still.
But not until her catch was quite devoured
Discretion was the plan
Not gluttony
So [ approached quite close, but carefully,
And bending as [ drew myself quite near
On one Knee, just to minimise her fear,
I reached a gloved hand over where she ate
And murmured, ‘Come, my beauty, it is [ate”
Only an instant wasted in delay
And in my hand
I firmly grasped the Kill
While she
Upon my glove now quite secure
Fluffed at her feathers and, once more demure,
Looked an unchallenged, “Didn 't [ do well?”

STEVE COBB
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4 Buzzard

In this issue, Raptork will be taking a look at the birds available
to the novice or beginner, for people who have limited experi-
ence in the handling of birds of prey. I will state again that this
magazine is not to be used as a means of learning Falconry, that
should be left to the professionals or a Falconer who is willing
to share his time and expertise with you. When you have had
some tuition then you must make a decision as to which bird to
have. For the total beginner 1 would recommend one of three
birds , The Common Buzzard, The Harris Hawk or the Redtailed
Buzzard. There are other birds e.g. The Kestrel, which the
beginner could have but the three above have the size and
temperament suitable for your first bird, as they can withstand
the small mistakes that you will inevitably make. If due to
mismanagement they were to lose half an ounce, because of
their size it would not be critical but for the Kestrel it could
prove fatal.

The Common Buzzard (Buteo buteo) Males 21b, Females
2.51b approx., are not particularly fast in flight but with dedica-
tion and perseverance they can be encouraged to take rabbit and
moorhen.

The Harris Hawk (Parabuteo unicinctus) Males 21b, Females
2.5Ib approx., is now more readily available than ever before
and they make superb hunting birds, they will fly at a variety of
quarry including: pheasant, partridge, rabbit and moorhen and
females will also take hares.

The Redtailed Buzzard (Buteo jamaicensis) Males 31b, Fe-
males 3.51b, approx., like the Harris hawk is easily obtainable.
They are larger, faster and more aggressive than our Common
Buzzard and will take rabbit, moorhen, hare and sometimes
pheasant.

A& Harris Hawk

When buying your first bird, do you homework and make sure
you get advice from other Falconers so that you make the right
decision for your sake and the birds. Remember these large
birds can live for over twenty years.

' Rediailea All the weights mentioned above are approximate full weights
4 Buzzarad before training and should only be used as a rough guide.
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MAKE SURE

Your security lighting meets
your insurance requirements ...

... before your birds have flown

For further information ring Tasley
or your nearest leading electrical wholesaler.

TASLEY LTD -
LEADERS IN PIR DETECTION TECHNOLOGY

TASLEYY

Tasley Ltd.,

Sunbeam House, 221 Pontefract Lane,
Cross Green Industrial Estate,
Leeds LS9 ORZ.

Tel: 0532 350022.
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Sanctuaries for precious birds of prey have long been an ideal target for bird thieves. Inevitably, an increasing number of
insurance companies have become either insistent on tighter security, or are offering lower premiums to encourage better
security. In fact, one recent case of bird theft resulted in the insurance company actually refusing to meet the claim of a bird
sanctuary because sufficiently effective security measure had not been installed.

Light of course, is one of the most effective deterrents to the would-be burglar, both by suggesting that premises may be
occupied, and also illuminating areas to restrict a thief’s cover of darkness. Unlike burglar alarms, which are only activated when
the intruder is on the premises, and breaks a light beam, the passive infra-red detectors work on the principle of detecting heat and
body movement over significant distances. One Company has the ideal security lighting system for such applications - Tasley
Ltd.

Tasley Limited was founded in 1977 by Graham Midgeley, the current chairman, his initial objectives to provide a range of
products of the highest quality to the electrical wholesale industry. Concentrating on external lighting products, Tasley was the
first British company to introduce fully enclosed Tungsten Halogen floodlights in a compact format, and at a price which was
readily accepted by the trade. This type of floodlight has now become the standard adopted by the lighting industry.

Six years ago, Tasley became interested in Passive Infra Red, used in conjunction with external lights. They were quick to
recognise the benefits that could be derived from this new conceptand applied the technology initially to stand alone units, which
could be linked to all types of external luminaries but, because of the significant interest aroused, developed the concept by
applying the same technology to a variety of different applications. During this period of development, priority was given not only
to produce products of the highest specification, but to endeavour to incorporate a high level of reliability.

This was a period of pioneering, very few people had even heard of Passive Infra Red, being only aware of the Active Infra Red
used in internal burglar alarm systems. Early successes came through enlightening prospective customers, advertising, and

gaining interest through trade publications. This early experience was truly beneficial and has resulted in Tasley being
recommended as one of the market leaders in Europe in PIR associated products.

In early 1989, the Company launched a new product ideally suited to the vagaries of protecting premises of any scale.
Particularly significant for the protection of bird sanctuaries is the fact that the Sentry 500 alarm system, even when activated is
totally silent. This is of course, a prime consideration when valuable birds are involved, particularly during the breeding season
when the birds are even more susceptible to stress.

Sentry 500 is a high intensity floodlight with an integral passive infra-red detector. Most PIR detectors are designed for optical
operation at 2.5m, whereas floodlights perform efficiently at somewhere between 3 and 4m.

The 500 was designed with this in mind, and the PIR was designed to operate at the higher fixing point. Included with every
unit are sector blinds which can be inserted segmentally to exclude, where necessary, such objects as swaying trees, or anything
else which may spuriously activate the light.

The 500 features integral universal mounting brackets, LED-controlled walk test facility for daytime testing, adjustment to vary
the operating time from approximately 10 seconds to 10 minutes, and automatic reset after the protected area has been vacated.
The range is approximately 13m-15m.

Guaranteed for one year, the unit can incorporate a manual over-ride switch to provide floodlighting at any time. It has a die-
cast alloy body, uses a SO0W tungsten halogen bulb, and is weatherproof to IP54.

Tasley also offers a wide range of security products which offer alternative methods of protection for the bird owner, including:
SENTRYLITE

Specially designed poly-carbonate bulk head with integral PIR, switches 1800w ideal commercial and industrial applications.
SENTRY 110

110 degree detection with 2000w. Switching capacity and pre-wired for easy installation.

SENTRY 200

The ultimate PIR detector with 200 degree angle detection adjustable time delay, lux level and sensitivity control.

Graham Midgeley is Chairman of the Tasley Group in Leeds.
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In 1980 ex-teacher Ceri Griffiths (Griff to everyone who knows
him), purchased a run down, financial disaster known as Cardiff
Zoo. This complete with lions, tigers, leopards, bears etc.etc.
Over the following ten years these animals have been rehoused
and their accommodation converted to aviaries which are now
home to around 350 birds of prey. Their are over 40 species of
raptor in the collection including such rarities as Red Headed
Merlins, Hobbies, Swainson Hawks, Savigines Owls, Bald
Eagles, White Gyr Falcon to name but a few.

One of the most amazing sights can be witnessed during the
breeding programme from late April to mid July and that is
Peregrines, Lanners, Luggers and Tawny Eagles incubating and
later feeding their young at very close quarters often as little as
five feet. This is made possible by the parent birds having been
correctly imprinted for artificial insemination and so are happy
with human company so close.

Birds like this Peregrine Falcon are introduced to the hood and
Pointer at a very early age
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Griff is the only person in the country to have artificial insemi-
nation on video tape available for lectures and sale to interested
parties. He has some of the male birds imprinted so they can be
stripped of semen without distress for long periods (often up to
three months). Other males are trained by displaying to them
four or five times a day wearing a special copulation hat, the bird
lands on the hat and copulates with it, the semen is then col-
lected, a sperm count made and providing all is satisfactory the
female inseminated at the correct time.

To witness an adult bird feeding its young in the same way as
a wild bird is a truly wonderful experience. Many birds bred at
the centre breed in natural pairs in wire fronted aviaries, these
include Tawny Eagles, Harris Hawks Swainson Hawks and
Peregrine Falcons. These copulate, lay their eggs, incubate,
hatch and rear their young in full view of the public. To see so
many species doing this must be a unique experience world
wide.

The centre breeds between 200 and 250 raptors each year.
Whilst at the centre we saw many young birds being hand raised
(imprinted correctly) for A L or flying. These species included
Bengalese, Great Hormned, Turkmainean and Mackinders Eagle
Owls, Tawny Eagles, Sakers, Goshawks and different falcon
hybrids all in full public view. We later saw some of the earlier
years imprints flying none of which mantled or screamed, a
tribute to the way they had been raised and trained.

Falconry displays are given three times a day and last about
half to three quarters of an hour. A commentary is given over a
loud speaker about each bird as it is flown describing its habitat,
quarry, behaviour and uses in falconry. The public is encour-
aged to participate with the flying of some of the birds during
these displays.

The Welsh Hawking Centre has expanded recently in order to
provide interest for all the family especially the children and
now contains pigs, sheep, ducks, geese, rabbits, donkeys, ponies
and cattle. There is also a small children’s adventure play-
ground with swings, slides and a sandpit.

The latest project currently underway ( completion Easter
1991) is a children’s zoo where younger members of the family
will be able to see and handle various animals and reptiles.

The centre also runs a Barn Owl and a Merlin release project
as well as taking in most of the wild injured birds in the area (up
10200 ayear). Future major building will be a wild bird hospital
and a lecture theatre (sponsors please note this one says Griff!!)
when funds allow.

There is plenty for the visitor to see and do to keep them
entertained all day. There is a cafe seating 60 which is strategi-
cally placed in the centre of the park providing a comfortable
vantage point from which to view the birds.

The gift shop sells a wide range of momentos of your day at
the Welsh Hawking Centre and also stocks Falconry Equipment
by all the major makers including Ben Long and Martin Jones.
All types of frozen hawk food is always available.

Allin all The Welsh Hawking Centre provides a great day out
for the falconer who need not feel guilty as his family is also well
catered for.
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DISEASES OF CAPTIVE "HAWKS"

Arabia conjures up images of deserts, heat, thirst, camels and
falcons.

Since oil was discovered, the lifestyle of the local bedu in the
Middle East has changed considerably. Falconry in modern
Arabia is considered a direct link with the old way of bedouin
life and is now seen as a way to strengthen tribal unity. Local
falconers consider the Arabian Bustard (Chlamydotis undulata)
or houbara to be the ultimate prey. The rarity of this species in
the United Arab Emirates, has forced the hunting parties to
travel to Pakistan and Morocco, where small and declining
numbers of houbara are found. The harsh climatic conditions of
the Middle East restricts the hunting season to the winter months
lasting from November to March. In the past, “ Hawks” were
trapped at the beginning of the season and released at the end.
This commendable practice is no longer seen, except in the
larger collections; as a result ‘hawks” are kept in mews during
the summer months, when the temperature in the shade can
reach 49 degrees centigrade. Many of the mews are excellent,
with air-conditioning, adequate lighting and clean, sand-based
floors. Others are less than adequate, resulting in an increased
mortality rate. Because the “hawks” are destined to hunt the
houbara, which can weigh up to 1.2kg, the larger species are
favoured e.g. female sakers (Falco cherrug) and peregrine fal-
cons (Falco peregrinus). Approximately 70% of the “hawks”
presented for treatment were female sakers as the peregrine
falcon is considered less well suited to the harsh climatic condi-
tions. Several reviews of falconiform diseases are available
Cooper 1969, 1978, Greenwood 1977, Kenward 1981. This
communication describes the diseases observed in approximately
350 captive “hawks” presented for treatment at Al Ain Zoo in
the United Arab Emirates, during a two year period.
BUMBLE FOOT (Pododermatitis).

Bumblefoot has been a recognised disease of captive Falconi-
formes for centuries . In this study, most cases affected the
metatarsal pad of the foot, and were often presented at an ad-
vanced stage exhibiting gross swelling, often in conjunction
with overgrown talons. Damage to the skin by talons appears to
be the major initiating factor in the development of the disease,
allowing bacteria, usually Staphylococcus aureus, to enter sub-
cutaneously producing localised infection and tissue damage.
“Hawks” with an impaired immune system may be less likely to
combat this infection and a life - threatening disease can de-
velop. Antibiotic therapy by intramuscular injections, followed
by corrective surgery and post operative casting of the foot to
reduce pressure on the surgical site, has proved highly success-
ful (Riddle 1981). Prevention of pododermatitis involves regu-
lar inspection of the weight bearing regions of the feet, routine
talon care and the use of suitable blocks. The traditional Arabic
falconry blocks are not ideal as they are nonabrasive, allowing
talons to become overgrown. For this reason many of the more
progressive falconers are now using stone blocks in the mews
which appears to reduce the incidence of pododermatitis . Early
diagnosis and professional treatment of bumblefoot are essen-
tial because a delay in treatment often results in advanced dis-
ease which may not respond to surgery. An ingenious device,
which is frequently used by the Syrian “hawk” trappers, is a
modified hood which is used to prevent self inflicted mutilation
of the digits. During the trapping process, some “hawks” incur
toe injuries at which they begin to bite. If neglected the “hawk™
can destroy the complete toe. The modified hood prevents the
“hawk” biting at the injury allowing the damaged area to heal.
The hood is removed at feeding time and when the “hawk”
supervised. I have found this device useful in selected cases of
self-mutilation.
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FALCON POX

Falconers in the United Kingdom are fortunate that falcon pox
is rarely diagnosed in “hawks” in their country. In the Middle
East this disease is a common, often debilitating and sometimes
fatal, viral disease associated with biting insects e.g. mosquitoes
(Gerlach 1986). The disease occurred during the cooler months
when mosquito numbers were highest. Falconers report that on
hunting expeditions to Pakistan, mosquitoes plagued the “hawks”
in the evenings and after returning from such trips, many cases
of clinical falcon pox were observed. The disease is character-
ised by crusty, proliferative lesions of the skin around the eyes,
cere and feet. Severe cases involving the mouth and crop,

) . :
Falcon on Mangala

required intensive supportive therapy including force - feeding.
Lesions on the toes often resulted in the loss of one or more
talons which permanently disfigured the “hawk”. Treatment
consisted of the application of topical antiseptics and Vitamin A
injections. Vaccination studies were attempted but further re-
search is required.

TRICHOMONIASIS (Frounce)

Many of the cases presented with trichomoniasis were at an
advanced stage and showing many of the typical signs of disease
including excessive salivation, exaggerated swallowing mo-
tions, firm swellings in the crop and pale, cheese-like material in
the mouth. Microscopic examination was necessary to differen-
tiate the disease from bacterial abscesses, capillaria infestation
and Vitamin A deficiency. Most cases responded to therapy
with Vitamin A injections and oral metronidazole but debili-
tated “hawks” often required supportive therapy with fluid
administration and force-feeding. The practice of feeding pi-
geons to “hawks” is widespread in the U.A.E. and is considered
to be a primary factor in the development of the disease.
ASPERGILLOSIS

Aspergillosis has been reported as acommon cause of mortality
in captive Falconiformes (Cooper 1978). In the Middle East ,
thisdisease iscommon,and advanced cases rarely recover despite



IN THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

by Peter McKinney MVB, MRCVS

intensive therapy with anitfungal drugs and supportive therapy.
“Hawks” which do respond to treatment often have chronic air
sac and lung damage which are sever handicaps for a hunting
“hawk”.

In the initial stages of aspergillosis, or “radat” as it is locally
known, diagnosis by radiology and blood analysis, allows the
disease to be treated before sever damage to the lungs and air
sacs occurs. Aspergillosis is often seen in conjunction with
bumblefoot, air sac infestations by Serratopiculum parasites
(see later) and falcon pox. It is likely that aspergillosis is the
result of a reduced immune response which can be caused by a
variety of factors e.g. stress of capture, inadequate diet, in-
creased exposure to fungal spores in the mews, and concurrent
disease. Prevention of aspergillosis involves a reduction in the
number of fungal spores in the environment, and of course
treatment of any disease which might stress the “hawk”.
PARASITES

Many of the “hawks” presented with a history of poor flying
performance or excessive weight loss, were often found to be
infested with parasites. In most cases parasitism was exacer-
bated by a very low level of nutrition. Parasites detected in-
cluded, Serratospiculum air sac worms, Capillaira, tremena-
todes and coccidia species. Serratospiculasis was considered
the cause of death in three peregrine falcons. Massive infesta-
tions caused sever air sac disease resulting in breathing difficul-
ties, poor appetite and death. Many clinically normal “hawks”
were found to have small numbers of Serratospiculum ova in the
faeces and in these cases no treatment was administered unlesss
clinical signs developed at a later date. Anthelmintic therapy
was successful in treating most cases of parsitism and should be
recommended at the start of the training period before the food
intake of the “hawk” is reduced.

MISCELLANEOUS

Several cases of sal ammoniac poisoning were observed. This
chemical is used by local falconers, to clean the crop and in-
crease the appetite or keenness of the “hawk”,and is usually
given after the moult. The chemical is usually vomited by the
“hawk” soon after administration but if vomiting fails to occur,
the drug is absorbed and can induce anorexia, diarrhoea or
death, depending on the dose (Allen 1980).

Several cases of lead poisoning were presented for treatment.
Usually the source of lead was gunshot pellets present in the
doves or pigeons used for food for the “hawks”. Two cases of
tuberculosis were presented. One such case was presented with
ahistory of weight loss over a two week period, and was initially
diagnosed as capillaria infestation. The “hawk” dies two days
after treatment and post-mortem examination revealed the typi-
cal signs of tuberculosis in the liver. In this case the parasitism
was possible secondary to the generalised effects of tuberculo-
sis.

In my opinion, the stress induced by capture, training, and a low
plane of nutrition may be a factor in the development of some of
the diseases observed during the two year period. Captive-bred
“hawks” would be less susceptible to stress factors but are rarely
used for falconry in the UAE, although interest has been ex-
pressed. Traditional medicine, including the use of ther-
mocautery, is still widespread in the UAE so cases presented for
treatment may not reflect the actual prevalence of disease'in the
captive “hawk” population because many “hawks” are not pre-
sented for treatment. Modern veterinary medicine has an im-
portantrole in “hawk’ management and it is encouraging to see
how the local falconers have accepted it.

Arab Falconer with Falcon

I wish to thank David and Cheryl Remple, Kenton Riddle and John Cooper for their advice and encouragement.
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THIS SPECIAL OFFER BROUGHT TO YOU BY

Fhe

- - - .
This magnificent set comprises 850 limited edition prints by Philip Charles Tumner
(Approximate size 17" x 10")

THE GAME HAWK (Falco peregrinus)

A single print of your choice £10,
the collection(s) £35 plus £2.50 p & p.

AN IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFT

I
I
I
Please make cheques/PO payable to; |
The Falconers Magazine

allow 28 days for delivery and send to: |
The Falconers Magazine I

C.T.C. Publications, Dalkeith House, Dalkeith Place,
Kettering, Northants NN16 0BS. I
|_ Tel: 0536 411636 _J GOSHAWK (Accipiter gentilis)




AN ARTIST AND A FALCONER

Philip Charles Turner

This issues special presentation
offer of a painting produced in
a strictly limited edition, of a
Peregrine Falcon dispatching
Red Grouse is of particular
appeal to the Falconer, in de-
picting the culmination of the
art; namely the taking of grouse
by a trained Peregrine from a
stoop. It is therefore not too
surprising to find that the artist
has created this painting from
his own personal experience of
this magical feat of nature, as
realised through the trials and
skills of falconry and, even more
rarely, as witnessed in the wild.

Philip Charles Turner was
presented with this challenge of
creating, specifically for the
Falconers Magazine and there-
fore Falconers, a special paint-
ing on the theme of Peregrine
taking Grouse. Undaunted he
took on the project with zeal,
not too surprisingly, as on fur-
ther investigation Philip Char-
les Tumner proves to be admira-
bly qualified for such an under-
taking. He is an active falconer,
BFC member since the early
1970’s and more recently a
member of the Welsh Hawking
Club. Appropriately he has
flown his own Peregrine Tier-
cel and falcon at grouse in the
idyllic and breathtaking setting
of Caithness. Latterly the pair
have proven compatible for
breeding and producing eggs,
therefore he is positively en-
couraging this and has not
removed them from the breed-
ing aviary for hunting purposes
this season. Currently he flies
his tiercel Goshawk in his own
locality of Scarborough, border-
ing the North Yorkshire Moors.
Ideally he would like to spend
the summer months flying Pere-
grines, either future progeny, if
forthcoming or his own pair
followed by the winter months
spent locally flying his Gos-
hawk.

Practising falconry, apart
from its obvious advantages as
regards painting this picture, is
also a good stance of having
some idea of what appeals to
the falconer. Whilst executing
this picture Philip remained
constantly aware of the Falcon-
ers experienced and critical eye
perusing the result and so con-
stantly strived for perfection.

In a broader sense Philip is
an all round “countryman”,

having various other interests
which embrace a knowledge,
awareness and involvement in
the countryside, namely; pho-
tography; angling; beckeeping;
walking and birdwatching. All
of which provide a means of
observing all aspects of wild-
life, birds in particular, which
help the execution of his paint-
ings, in which he aspires to
capture in paint what he so
admires, for the enjoyment of
other people.

Just a love of, and interest in,
thenatural world has been a life-
long passion, Philip has also
always expressed himself artis-
tically, enjoying his painting for
his own personal pleasure.
Latterly a combination of his
interest in wildlife and painting
has been used to produce pic-
tures for the enjoyment of oth-
ers.

nues to develop his own style
and technique.

He has worked in various
mediums and still enjoys work-
ing in oils, but it is in recent
years that he has found satis-

Philip at work in his study

His artistic career is firmly
rooted in basic study at art
school where he acquiredan ‘A’
level in art and completed a
design course in graphics. He
has retained an interest in, and
an admiration for, past masters
and great painters from Van
Gogh to the exacting styles of
the wildlife artists who particu-
larly inspire him, Sir Edwin
Landseer, Archibald Thorburn,
Charles Tunnicliffe R.A., Alan
Hunt, Raymond Ching etc.
Whilst admiring and studying
other artists, Philip has been
actively following various ave-

faction in working with gouache
and watercolours as this me-
dium is most suitable for his
beautifully detailed bird paint-
ings. This exacting style re-
quires immense concentration
and painstaking execution
which Philip Charles Turner
finds challenging and reward-
ing. He likes to draw on first
hand knowledge of his subjects
as observed in the field, con-
solidating this with his own
photographic records, personal
field sketches and post mortem
drawings as well as studying his
own birds of prey.

Y,

Philip with one of his Per;egris

When creating a picture, fore-
most attention must be paid to
detail making the subjects
stance and feather detail all
correct and feasible but the
whole effect depends on appro-
priate setting, compatible to the
birds natural habitat. This is
where first hand knowledge is
indispensable. Philip is not
concerned solely with bird por-
traiture, but in painting birds
within theirown domains, hop-
ing to capture some sense of
their lifestyle within his paint-
ings.

Philip has previously enjoyed
success with his first two lim-
ited edition prints, namely,
Merlin (falco columbarus) and
Goshawk (accipiter gentilis),
both of which capture a ‘mood’
far beyond mere physical rep-
resentation, The Goshawk sharp
set and in Yarak, hunting from
the vantage point of an old oak,
The Merlin, lone and solitary,
resting on a coastal vantage
pointduring its’ winter sojourn
from the moorland, where it
spends the summer. These have
proved wide-ranging in appeal,
selling as far away as Canada.

Philip accepts original
works, accepts commissions
and other illustration work. He
feels the benefit of producing
prints from his paintings, is to
make a picture accessible to a
wider audience and this may
influence some people in the
way they look at nature. Philip
is a keen conservationist.

In this picture “Game Hawk”
Philip hopes he has captured for
posterity an event close to every
Falconers heari.
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BIRD INSURANCE
For all types of birds

A policy designed by our proprietor, Sharron, who has kept birds of all types for over 10 years.

When you insure your birds with us, you know that you are dealing with someone who understands your
hobby. Our police gives very wide coverage and there is a choice of two levels which can

be mixed and matched on the one policy. For those with large collections, the main core can be

insured under Standard Cover whilst certain individual birds could benefit from Supercover. The choice is
yours.

STANDARD COVER - theft, fire, lightning, explosion, earthquake, storm, tempest, flood, riot,
civil commotion, malicious persons or vandals and falling trees.

Cost: £50.00 for the first £2,000 worth of birds, £10 per extra £1,000 value.

SUPERCOVER - all the same cover as Standard but with the additional benefits of death by accident,
illness or disease and including vets fees.

Cost: £15.00 per £100 value (or £12.50 per £100 if vets fees are deleted).
Under Supercover, keepers of birds of prey have the option

of having cover for non-return of birds being flown, instead

of vets fees. The Insurers will pay out half the value of

the bird if a claim arises from non-return. All other claims

are paid out on the full value of the bird.

FREE INFORMATION Pack '+ UNDERWRITTEN BY
GOLDEN VALLEY FINANCE

23A MONK STREET m@ %
ABERGAVENNY. GWENT NP7 5ND | UNION &=

10% Discount
for readers of
The Falconers Magazine
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All letters should be addressed to:-
THE EDITOR, THE FALCONERS MAGAZINE,

C.T.C., DALKEITH HOUSE, DALKEITH PLACE,
KETTERING, NORTHANTS, NN16 0BS.

Dear Sir,

The Heart of England Raptor Club was recently invited by the Welsh Hawking Club to support their efforts to clarify certain issues regarding
new proposals in D.O.E. regulations soon to be announced. A letter was drafted and all members of the H.E.R.C. were asked to send one to
their respective M.P's. The response from Westminster was predictably poor - certainly from one party in particular, however one M.P. - Mr
N.Fowler said via a letter that he would raise the points with the minister concerned and send the results to us. We now have that letter and
since the points it covers are of interest to all bird keepers 1 enclose a copy for you to consider for inclusion in your magazine.

Yours faithfully
J. Sealey

Press Officer
HERC.

Dear Norman,
Thank you for your letter of 21 May about the matter raised by your constituent, Mr A Glohessy of Sutton Coldfield concemning proposed
changes to regulations under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, governing the registration and ringing of birds of prey.

I think your constituent may have misinterpereted some of the proposals on which the Department recently sought the views of falconers and
bird-keepers. We donot intend to change the existing regulations in so far as they apply to birds which have escaped. This particular proposal
was purely an administrative means designed to meet concems expressed by falconry representatives over the possibility of challenge while
recovering such a bird. In the event, the proposal has not found favour and we shall not now implement it.

Neither do we propose any change in the circumstances under which a licence is required to recover a lost bird. The terms of the 1981 Act
do not require the grant of a licence to recapture any bird which has been bred in captivity, as the consultation paper made clear. The type of
ring wormn by the bird is irrelevant in this context. However, a licence is needed to recapture a bird which originated in the wild, or to employ
atrap: this has been the case since the 1981 Act was passed and the reference in the consultation paper was included merely as a reminder of
the position. You may be assured that the Department will issue such licences, where appropriate, very quickly indeed.

Your constituent also expresses concern about a proposal to require information on the exactdate that eggs are laid. Other breeders have also
told us that they would face practical difficulties with this; and we shall give their views very careful consideration.

Finally, you may wish to reassure your constituent that the changes we propose are in no way intended to inhibit the legitimate pursuit of
falconry. The purpose of the registration system is to deter the theft from the wild of some of our most vulnerable bird species. To enhance
its effectiveness, we are proposing certain amendments to help ensure that the Department's records are as accurate and up-to-date as possible,
so that apparent offences can be easily identified. Previous experience has shown that the requirement to renew registration of all birds every
three years allows us to keep inaccuracies to a minimum and to provide the strongest and most effective statutory protection for our most
endangered wild birds - an aim which 1 am sure your constituent would support.

We do, however, intend to amend the regulation so that each registration runs for a full three years. At present there is a fixed three yearly
cycle and many new registrations run for less than the full term. This particular change will enable us to check records regularly, while
providing a more efficient service and better value for money for bird-keepers.

Yours
David A Trippier RD JP MP

A Brief Outline of the Welsh Hawking Club

The Welsh Hawking Club was founded in 1961 by a handful of Welsh
sportsmen. Their mentor was a Hungarian gentlemen, Lorant De
Bastyai, a Falconer of International fame. They met once a month at
the Caerleon Inn where they talked and leamnt of their sport and saw
practical demonstrations which would be invaluable when they ob-
tained Hawks. The following year they attended the field meeting of
the German Club, Deutsche Falken Orden. Here the W.H.C. made
many friends and a few returned with Hawks on their fists, gifts from
these new found friends. Hawks were hard to obtain in those early
years and the W.H.C. obtained many of theirs from overseas. Atten-
dance at more International meetings was to follow with members now
taking their own Hawks and the W.H.C. soon became Internationally
recognised, and the Club then started holding its own field meetings.
The membership was now steadily growing and there were very good
turnouts at the monthly meetings. These were good times for our sport,

the only thing to discuss was Hawking. Unfortunately those days are
long gone and the W.H.C. has had to change with the times. The Club
now has around 400 members and still holds monthly meetings in
South Wales and also an informal gathering in North Wales. As
currently no licences are being issued to take Hawks from the wild for
Falconry, the Club has invested a great deal of money in its breeding
programme, breeding aviaries and the acquisition of stock,the aim
being to be able to supply our members with suitable hunting Hawks.
The Welsh Hawking Club has always had areputation for being a close
knit friendly club and this continues today with many founder members
still holding office, including Lorant De Bastyai as President. The
increase in legislation affecting the sport means that Hawking is far
from the only thing discussed at meetings. The flying of a hunting
Hawk however remains our absolute priority.
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OUR LOVABLE RASCAL

After reading the article in your maga-
zine about Amber The Bengal Eagle Owl
1 just had to tell you about our Bengie. I
guess you will know by his name that he
isalso a Bengal Eagle Owl. My son and
1 got him last summer to keep for a few
months. He was in very poor condition
and had two very sore and swollen feet,
it was doubtful if he would recover. We
spent a lot of time and effort trying to
pull him through and it really paid off.
Heisalovable rascal and we were dread-
ing the time when we would have to part
with him. After much bargaining and
heckling we finally got to buy him. He
is now three years old and each day we

have him gets better, as for myself 1 just
live for him he is the best thing that ever
happened to me. He is really funny,
when he calls me | answer him and he
calls back.

We do exercise him and fly him free.
Anyone interested in having one of these
birds must be prepared to spend a lot of
time and give them plenty of love and
they will reap their rewards. I am en-
closing a picture of Bengie, we think he .
isjust gorgeous and last but not least we
arereally enjoying the magazine and find
most of it very helpful indeed.

by Marjorie and Ian Patterson

UNUSUAL BIRDS

This photo of a 9 month old tiercel peregrine has been sent
in by Peter Hogan. It was bred by Ray Turner from parents
that have been bred from before, yet they nor any other pair
have produced anything like him. It is Peters hope that when
he moults out this summer he will not lose his unusual

Rapic

Dear Sir,

Could you please publish this letter in your next edition of the “Fal-

coner” magazine:-

As an active member of Raptor Rescue and part of a Barn Owl Breed
and Release scheme 1 am interested in anyone who may have young
Barn OwIs suitable for release. Through talking to people at shows it
is clear that many people keep and breed Barn Owls very successfully
in captivity but do not know what to do with the young or how to go
about hacking them back to the wild in unrelated pairs.

Through leaflets handed out at the shows we are building up an
extensive list of suitable release sites all over the country and the
interest being shown by farmers and landowners is very encouraging.

If you have a pair of Barn Owls or would like any information about
therescuesite register, the breed and release scheme or Raptor Rescue
itself, please contact me on telephone number 0902 - 744234,

Regards
Jim Cooper

Rescue

(Buds of Prey Rehabilitation)

feg. Charity No: 283733

markings.

with Bryan Paterson

with Bryan Paterson

Ben Long and Bryan Paterson will
be attending the following:-

Aug 18/19 Ragley Hall, Alcester, Warwickshire & West
Midlands with Bryan Paterson

Aug 26/27 Newham Park, Plympton, Devon
B.A.S.C. Game Fair with Terry Large

Sep 9th Oak Edge, Rugeley, Staffordshire

Sep 15/16  Midland Game Fair, Weston Park, Telford,
Shropshire with Bryan Paterson
Sep 29/30  Yorkshire Country Fair, Harewood House
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CLASSIFIEDS

TELEPHONE (0536) 411636

GUNDOG TRAINING

Gundogs trained by prof s onal
gundog trainer with over 20 years
experence of practical falconry.
Trained and part-trained pointers for

" Itisan offenceto sell orofferto
buy or sell most birds (and other
ammals oralive, without alicence
or exemption from the Depart-
ment of the Environment, or (for
dead birds only) registration
under section 6 of the Wildlife

sale.
Guy Wallace. 0874 754311 and Countryside Act 1981. All
advertisements should be accom-
- - n anied by a declaration form
English Springer Spaniel Pups pani R
Sire and Dam worked with hawks. obtainable, with an explanatory
21 FTCH and 10 FTW in pedigree note, from the Advertisement
Tel: (0443) 222157 Manager”.
Continental Breeder offers Falco
Peregrinus and Europcan Unframed photographs of American
Goshawks guaranteed parent Bald Eagle and Tawny Eagle.
reared with C1T.ES., etc. Presented in a brown folder. Image
Enquiries 0772 613526 size 7"x 5", £12.00 P&P. Cheque
payable to Andrew Greenway, to:
English and French Partridge for Andrew Greenway, 175 Coed-y-
sale. Poults and breeding stock. gores, Llanedeym, Cardiff, CF3
Tel: 0772 613526 NI,
FOOD SUPPLIES VETERINARY
FRESH & FROZEN SERVICES
Chicks - £3 per 100
£27.50 per 1000
Turkey Poults - Bt_‘!oﬁ Pel'&g) SQRG[CAL SEXING (\_vilh
TEL: 053755) 2025 LEICS. AREA M’c’f'ci‘;*’oﬁﬁ‘“ﬁ““ﬁ‘ft- i
(0977) 676113 YORKS. AREA Telephone A.D.Malley MRCVS.
COLLECTION ONLY - AGENTS Veterinary Surgeon, Wickford,
WANTED FOR MOST AREAS. Essex (0268) 560660.

PERSONALISED &
CLUB CLOTHING

Sweatshirts . T-Shirts

Caps . Body Warmers

You name it - We can do it

Latest computer embroidery/screen printing.

Full design facilities.

As little as one garment can be ordered.

Factory prices, Direct to you, The end user!

2 M.E.A. Promotions
on 0284 706888 or
FAX 0284 706091

ATLAS HOUSE . CULLUM ROAD .
BURY ST. EDMUNDS . SUFFOLK IP33 3PB

Falconry on Video

A year in the making,
“Understanding
Falconry" will
encourage the initiate,
advance the novice and
entertain the
Journeyman. Covering
every aspect of living
with and training both
Hawks and Falcons,
Jemima Parry-Jones
takes us on an
expedition of fact,
anecdote and discovery
from Gloucestershire
to the wilds of
Scotland.

To order a copy of this
exciting and unique
video, please send a
cheque or P.O. for
£22.50 to

WCP Video,

Millers House,
Roman Way,

Market Harborough,
Leics, LE16 7PQ.
For Access or Visa
orders telephone

0858 434242,

60 minutes of Falconry with one
of the country’s leading experts.

N =

INSURANCE
FOR
FALCONERS

Our policy can insure Death, Theft,
Vets Fees, Liability, Non-Return

Please ask for information

CLIVERTON LTD

Vale House, Stody, Norfolk
or Telephone 0263 860388

WE ALSO INSURE 'OTHER' BIRDS,
ANIMALS, REPTILES ETC ETC

The Faiconers Magazine 33



FALCONRY BOOKS FOR SALE

Jemima Parry-Jones'falconry & conservation £16.00
Amanual of falconry. Michael Woodford £12.50
Observations on modern falconry. Ronald Stevens.........cococervnens £13.50
A hawk for the bush. Jack Mavrogordato .. £16.00
Theartof falconry. Gerald Lascelles............ccoveeerenrinreseressenssesssssessnes £4.95
George Lodge: artist naturalist. Much on raptors & falconry ......... £25.00
Traité de fauconnerie. Schlegel & Verster de Wulverhorst ............. £30.00

A supplementary bibliography of hawking, being a catalogue of books
published in England between 1891 and 1943. R.H.Barber. Small booklet,

limited to 1000 copies & published in 1943 ..... ..o £10
Observations on falconry and Pakistan. JOhn COX......coveveevereeserannns £12.50
The Africanfish eagle. Leslie Brown £12.50
O for a falconer's voice: memories of the old Hawbng Club. Roger Upton.

Editionlimited to 100copies £250

O for a falconer's voice. Ordinary edmcn Inprintat£16. 95 My Price.£7.95
Owned by an eagle. Gerald Summers. A few copies left and reducedt0 £2.95
Coursing & falconry. (Badminton Library) Cox & Lascelles. Formerly £15.95
........ £7.95
Guns & goshawks. Richard Brigham. Reduced from£10.9510......... £4.95
Vanishing eagles. Philip Burton. Large format American book. Bargain
prll’P ..... £3 95
British birds of prey. LesheBmwn Recent reprint at bargain price ... £5.99

Purchasers will receive my current catalogue of new and
out-of-print sporting books.
(Catalogue price for non-purchase is £3)

Postage is extra up to a maximum of £3.
Access/Visa/Mastercard taken.

IBUY BOOKS, OLD OR NEW, IN ANY QUANTITY,
ON THIS AND OTHER SPORTING SUBJECTS.

COCH-Y-BONDDU BOOKS (PAUL MORGAN)
Penegoes, Machynlleth, Powys. SY20 8NN.
Telephone (day or night): 0654 702837

CEDARS HOTEL
Accommodation for

""""" THE FALCONRY CENTRE
HAGLEY
If you're visiting The Falconry Centre at Hagley why not stay at
THE CEDARS. A Private Hotel with quiet high quality rooms at
reasonable prices.
Special rates at weekends. B & B from £19 per person twin and
£28 single.

Cedars Hotel, Mason Road, Kidderminster. o2
For brochure:
HIGHLY

Phone 0562 515595 or Fax 0562 751103  acciamen

The Hobby Press -

Brick Kiln Cottages, Kenninghall Road,
East Harling, Norfolk NR16 2LH
Telephone: East Harling (0953) 717514

Reproductions of 18th century wood
engravings combined with your address
make this hand painted notepaper a
pleasure to send and receive.
Correspondence/visiting/business cards
also available.

For further details and samples
write or phone now.

RAY PRIOR FALCONRY o

EQUIPMENT, S

4 Hackney Bottom, Hampstead ‘;-;’ ¥

Norreys, Newbury, Berks,
RG16 0TU.

For top quality falconry
equipment at affordable prices.

Now including the largest range of
Bow-perches anywhere.

Falconry tuition for beginners
"Phone or send large S.A.E. for the 1990 catalogue.
Telephone: (0635) 200545

34 The Falconers Magazine

WANT TO
ADVERTISE

For details of Advertising Rates,
Copy Design and Copy Dates

Please telephone:-

DAVID HUNT
(0536) 411636

who will only be too pleased to help you
with your requirements.

C.T.C. PUBLICATIONS
DALKEITH HOUSE,
DALKEITH PLACE,

KETTERING,
NORTHANTS,
NN16 OBS.




BEl;I LONG, still making the best falconry equipment.
: ~ The widest range, the finest quality.
g Often copied, never equaHeJ :

nNe=>Z—=0—x0

BRYN HYFRYD,RHYD:"Y- MEUDW*, LLANELIDAN; RUTHIN, CLWYD.
TELEPHONE: 08245-742.

“BIRDS OF PREY’

Superb 1991 Calendar in full
colour featuring:

THE WEST MIDLANDS GREAT COUNTRY EVENT OF 1990

GOLDEN EAGLE
GREAT GREY OWL et/ B ' :
FERRUGINOUS HAWK - WARWICKSHIRE &
EUROPEAN EAGLE OWL _ WEST MIDLANDS

PEREGRINE FALCON % G AME
TAWNY EAGLE { \

only £5.99 f.en FAIR
(including post and packing) At 3

__ 1 RAGLEY HALL - ALCESTER
Orders and enquiries to: NV § SAT']BTH & SUN 19tH AUC. 1990
—~ - - iy I W -" e Slarts 9.30a m, Arena Evenls commen i
Eaglgrg’_ressi, bdg %Tﬁg}z ark, mnmnasm EVENTS IEXHIBITIUHSIDISPLAYSI DEMONSTRATIONS B TUITION & ADVICE i
ingaon 8 COMPETITIONS B OVER 150 QUALITY TRADESTANDS B PLUS MUCH MUCH MORE
Tel. 0235 861044 B FALCONRY B WORKING GUNDOG CENTRE BCRAFTS B 1ESLEY

: II'.:I.JM|I SHOOTING B AIRGUNNING B WILD BOAR EXHIBITION B | sy

; 5 B SIDE SADDLE DISPLAYS B HELICOPTER RIDES B " EXRSIT
rom the Cotswold Falconry Centre, Batsford, FREE CAR PARKING -Admission: Adults £4.00 Children £2.00 Under 5's FREE
Moreton-in-March ‘E

Bv Kind nermissaon of the Mamuess & Marchioness of Hertford
GA S (.-Eb [)&H T ’1\ L,P:\ || THE PUBLI
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