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then he said':

etalittlecloser

It wasn 't the first time Melissa had
noticed Giles. But then he has the
kind of style that immediately sets
him apart from the crowd. Rugged
yet sophisticated, and with a taste
for the country life, he was down as
quite a catch in every girl's book.

¢

“'When he invited me to Lake Vyrnwy
in picturesque mid-Wales | just
couldn 't resist. Of course I'd heard
all about his reputation. An eye for
the birds someone said. And how
right they were.

¢

“‘He whispered, ‘Come closer, and
then we shared our first magic
moment, high in the hills above the
tranquil lake - the first annual visit
of a Glaucous Gull.

¢

““‘Such a change I thought, to meet a
man so well equipped for the great
outdoors.”

¢’

With acknowledgements fo the
RSPB and Severn-Trent Water.
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Hello to all our regular readers and welcome to our new ones.
We are now on issue 8 (did any of us ever think we would get this far?) and looking towards the

The Falconers Fair at Stoneleigh was a resounding success, and | am sure we are all looking
forward to next year. As Falconry seems to be a very individual sport, it was greatto see so many

We believe that Falconry needs something like this to represent it as the general public, especially,
still do not understand it fully and there are a lot of strange ideas still floating around which we need
- to dispel and also a lot of beginners who need to be taught Falconry the right way, alongside an
- experienced Falconer and not on their own, by trial and error as there is very little margin for error
with a Bird of Prey, so it it up to us to bring Falconry into the 90's and help it to grow in the right way.
. Anyway, back to the magazine, | musttake this opportunity to tell you that the magazine is now fully
. run by David and myself, so please note address and telephone number changes throughout.

- And last, but definitely not least, a note to Owl Keepers, WE DO WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!!!
. Outthere are a lot of very knowledgeable and dedicated Owl people and we want you to write to us.
Well that's it for this time, nice talking to you all, be back again in November. (P o
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Raptor Research Foundation’s annual
meeting will be held November 6-10 at
the Westin Hotel, Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Oral papers, poster papers and films
on any aspect of diurnal or nocturnal
raptor biology are invited. For an ab-
stract form contact Scientific Program
Chairperson, M. Alan Jenkins, G.M.
Sutton Avian Research Center, P.O.
Box 2007, Bartlesville, OK 74003
(0918) 336 2473 (BIRD), for other in-
formation contact the Local Commit-
tee Chairperson, Ms. Keven Colbert at
the same address. Deadline for ab-
stracts is August 15, 1991.

A day at the Warren

Sunday 1st April saw another one of Guy Wallace's very popular Gundogs for
Falconry days. The day started with an introduction to the breeds available to a
Falconer and advice as to which would be the most suitable for each individual
Falconer taking into consideration the ground you have to hunt over and which
type of bird you will be hunting with.

Guys main objective is to head you in the right direction and, if mistakes have
already occurred then advice to correct them. Whether you are experienced or
have never had a dog before or are considering getting one then a day at Guys
in the beautiful Brecon hills should set you off on the right road.

FIRST EVER SMALL FALCONERS CONFERENCE -

The Hawk & Owl Trust is organising the first ever conference on the “Biol-

ogy and Conservation of Small Falcons” at the University of Kent, Canter-

bury from 6th to 8th September 1991.

The conference promises to be well worth attending with over 40 speakers,

including many from overseas. Carl Jones and Willard Heck will be describ-

ing the Mauritius Kestrel project, under which this species, once consid-
eredthe world’s rarest bird of prey, has been dragged

back from the edge of extinction.

eview

NEW

Other contributors to the conference, which brings
together both professional and amateur ornitholo-
gists and other biologists from all over the world, in-

BREEDING

BIRDS OF PREY

Breeding Birds of Prey, by Jem-
ima Parry-Jones, is a very well
thought out and well presented
video.

It starts at the beginning, explain-
ing what sort of aviaries they have
found most successful and taking
you through the various stages of
pulling eggs, incubation, hatching,
brooding, candling, feeding the
young and returning themto their

RELEASE

. -,'m‘ 3

clude British vet John Cooper, who is world famous
for his work on the health of free-living wild animals,
especially birds of prey and reptiles, David Parkin,
whose Nottingham-based research group is applying
DNA fingerprinting techniques to wildlife, and Jem-
ima Parry-Jones who will discuss the techniques in-
volved in breeding African Pygmy Falcons in captiv-
ity.

Topics will include breeding ecology, health and dis-
ease, hunting and foraging behaviour, captive breed-
ing and associated research, taxonomy and evolu-
tion of small falcons.

In addition, there will be a book shop, art and poster
displays, workshops and films, with Jim Flegg attend-
ing as guest of honour and speaking at the Confer-

parents.

ence dinner.

At no time are you 'told’ to do anything, everything is left up to the
individual, Jemima just tells you what methods she finds work the
best for her.

Again, as in the Owls video, her sense of humour is evident,
making for easy watching. There is a lot of information and on a
second viewing you will notice a lot of points that you missed the
first time around.

For anyone considering breeding Birds of Prey, or having prob-
lems this video is well worth watching.

Available from William Clarke Productions, Millers House, Roman
Way, Market Harborough, Leics. LE16 7PQ. Price £19.99 + £2.00

p+p.
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Full details of the conference and a booking form can
be obtained from Fiona Swingland, Durrell Institute of
Conservation and Ecology (DICE), University of Kent,
Canterbury, Kent CT2 7NY.




Warwickshire & West
Midland Game Fair

An event that will be of interest to all country minded folk is The
Warwickshire and West Midland Game Fair, which takes place in the
stately surrounds of Ragley Hall, Nr. Alcester, Warwickshire on Satur-
day 17th and Sunday 18th August. This will be presented by the same
team that organised the recent British Falconry and Raptor Fair at
Stoneleigh in May.

The Fair will present all the country sports and pastimes with a particu-
lar accent on Falconry. Apartfrom the presence of some of the top fur-
niture makers, and Chris Christoforou, Alan Hunt and Judi Kent-
Pyrah, there will also be four half hour Main Arena demonstrations by
the well known falconer, Bryan Paterson.

Ten huntsmen from France in full livery will play a selection of tradi-
tional sporting fanfares, which will add music, colour and a pageantry
to the occasion.

A spectacle well worth watching is Ken Jones' gundog training demon-
stration, with six Springers, which seem to be electronically controlled.
A breath of the Frozen North is brought by the presence of Lesley
Monk and her racing Husky team. Lesley and husband Roy are
veterans of the 1100 mile Iditarod Race for sled and husky teams
which takes place in Alaska every March.

A spectacular Main Arena event is British Champion Hywel Morgan
and his long distance casting, while Austin Bennett gives a delightful
portrayal of how to train a young sheep dog.

New additions for this year will be a hound show and also a new terrier
championship, both of which take place on the Sunday at 12 noon.
Clay shooting, archery and fishing along with over 100 Trade Stands,
all go to make a charming and interesting day out for all.

Ragley Hall is on the A435, eight miles North of Evesham and two
miles south of Alcester.

East London Falconer’s Club

At present we are a small club and have been running for four years.
Most of our members are flying and hunting their birds, redtails and
harris hawks being the predominant species. We also welcome people
who are ‘beginners’ and want to learn, even if they do not have a bird
of their own. We are hoping to increase our membership and want
both experienced and inexperienced people - with a view to the expe-
rienced ones helping the others. During the summer months we
attend shows and give talks to local institutions and in the past we
have arranged coach trips various places of interest for the benefit of
our members and their families. We meet twice a month on Wednes-
days at 8pm at Bretons Club, The Manor House, 411 Rainham Road,
Rainham, Essex.

Anyone interested in joining should either write to East London Fal-
coner's Club, c/o Bretons Club, The Manor House, 411 Rainham
Road, Rainham, Essex or telephone 0708 756015 or 081 517 9362.
We also welcome enquiries from anyone who would like us to attend
their events.

London Hawking Club

Dear Sir

| am enclosing this information about the London Hawking Club which
has been formed for 5 years now, at this time we have 15 dedicated
members which keep our meetings very friendly and all new members
are encouraged to partake in all club activities. We have a wealth of
experience in breeding and flying birds. Between the club members
we have quite a range of Hawks, Falcons and Owls.

We have one meeting every month onthe third Tuesday from 8 - 10pm
in the cabin at Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park, Southern Grove.

The meetings are a friendly affair and members are encouraged to
gain experience in Falconry and have a say in the aim of the club.
We do have our own hunting land and arrange shows and outings to
different Falconry Centres around the country.

Yours faithfully

T. Peasy, Secretary

Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park, Southern Grove, Bow, London E34
PX.

Telephone: Rusty on 081 980 2372 or Paul on 071 515 7754

could hunt when trained.

The Duke of Gloucester made a recent visit to the Butterfly Park,
Long Suttonin Lincs, where he met Falconer Philip Gowdy with his
collection of Birds of Prey. The Duke was greatly impressed with
the birds and commented on the way the mews display had been
made to blend nicely with the surroundings. He asked about the
difference in the birds and their uses and the kind of quarry they

The South East
Falconry Group

| would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank the editor of the
Falconers Magazine for the op-
portunity to promote the SEFG
and for providing a much needed
forumin which falconers, conser-
vationists and raptor keepers can
express their many varied views
and experiences.

The SEFG was formed in 1981
and is this year celebrating its
tenth anniversary. The Club has
seen a steady growth over this
period and now has a very healthy
core membership, with a total
membership in excess of one
hundred. Being a relatively new
Club, which has expandedinline
with the growing interest in Fal-
conry, we have a youthful and
energetic outlook and this is re-
flected in the informal way in
which the Clubis managed. The
officers of the Club see this as a
great strength and one of the main
reasons why core membership
continues to steadily increase
leading hopefully to the SEFG to
attaining “Recognised Club"
status with the Department of the
Environment by the middle of
1992.

In the main our membership is
drawn from practising falconers,
who provide a wealth of experi-
ence and advice for those less
experienced members requiring
it. Itis the clubs policy to remain
primarily a Falconry club but
ensuring thata strong emphasis
is placed on conservation and
captive breeding. The latter of
these continues to meetwith great
success.

The Club holds meetings here
once a month and these are very
well supported. It is here that
special evenings such as talks,
demonstrations, and lectures are
held and at most meetings fal-
conry equipment is made by our
own members and professionals
is also available. We also en-
courage members to air their
experiences and where possible
ensure that members with spe-
cific interests such as Game
Hawking or captive breeding
meet members who, are and
have, achieved success in this
area.

Of course, as a Falconry club
there are a number of field meet-
ings held each year but more
importantly, new members are
encouraged to join in with the
informal meets which take place
every weekend during the sea-
son.

In conclusion, the South East
Falconry Group does of course
invite the readers of the Falcon-
ers Magazine to attend one of
our meetings and further infor-
mation is available by contacting
myself on the number below.

Dean White ,

Secretary

Telephone 0375 671302
or

Gary Biddiss,

Chairman

Telephone 0268 728860

The Falconers & Raptor Conservation Magazine 5



WILDLIFE

s BRITISH FALCONERS

" Terry Large with Lanner Falcon, Organiser's Ron
and Bryan Patterson with Lanner Falcon.

Now into it's second year, The British Fal-
coners and Raptor Fair, setin the ornamen-
tal gardens at Stoneleigh Showground,
Warks. Was greeted with overwhelming
success from Falconers not just from Britain
butaround the world, with visitors from as far
afield as the United States.

The weather was kind enough to stay dry
and the sun managed to show itself once or
twice over the two days. One of mostunique
things about the fair was the amount of Fal-
conry related exhibitors, who included Sir
Michael Leighton and lan Evans, who came
along to explain the plight of the Red Kite,
bringing with them photographs and infor-
mation accumulated over many years, dur-
ing which they have dedicated themselves to
its' conservation. Also we met world famous
artists Alan Hunt and his

wife Judy Kent-Pyrah and Chris Christoforou
who came along to support the Fair and
brought with them some stunning examples
of their work. They told us they are very
concerned with the conservation of Birds of
Prey and hoped to help increase public
awareness.

There were other artists, including Ken Wood
and up and coming young Andrew Ellis, a
name to watch out for in the future. J.T.O.
Telemetry were showing their revolutionary

Sir Michael Leighton explaining the plight of the
Red Kite

Keith Brassington, Ken Wood with some of his paintings
— TISHING &
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Falcon Leisure with Derek Yates minding the sho

Paul Morgan Christine and Chris Johnson



AND RAPTOR FAIR

vorris  David and Lyn Wilson - The Editors. “BRILLIANT weekend,

see you all next year”

new aerial which folds down small enough to
fitinto your pocket, and they also explained
they are working on a transmitter that will fit
into your pocket as well and the nice thing
about it is it is not to hard on your back
pocket.

The other unusual thing about the fair were
the flying displays, which started at twelve
noon going through to about five thirty in the
afternoon on both days. Our thanks must go
outto Bryan Patersonwho as always, puton
abrilliant display, being helped by Terry Large
from the Welsh Hawking Club, Jim Cooper
from Raptor Rescue who talked about Rap-
tor Aid and Conservation and Derek Yates
from Central Falconry Club who's little male
Merlin flew superbly.

There was an introduction to the different
breeds of dog used with the birds for
hunting, given by Gordon Ayer.

It was a Falconers dream, with everything
Falconry related from Furniture makers (of
which there were ten) to Books, Clubs to
Schools, Taxidermy to Bells, Artists to Con-
servationists and of course, The Falconers
Magazine.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank
Ron Morris and Major Peter Wainwright and
Bryan Patterson for making it a memorable
weekend,

I": ‘ 'i .

ss and Gordon Ayer

Ea
lan and Jane Vance

The British Falconers Club was represented by Bob

Stanley and Peter Dodd

Welsh Hawking Club.

Adrian Williams, Terry Large,
Cindy Head, Doug Morgans,

Dave and Jean Diamond are

in there somewhere!

Sally Yates with
European Eagle Owl

1

Martin Bennett with

Scott Bells - John McColl

—————

FURNITURE MAKERS —_

Kevan Crew, Keith Brittle




——Tale of a Rediail

I had seen so many moun-
tain hares when | was out
gathering sheep on the hills,
that they had driven the two
collies to distraction. And al-
though the Sparrowhawk is
really my love, | just had to
get a Redtail to give these
hares a bash.

It would have to be a fe-
male redtalil, Ithought, to cope
with the constant wind that
blows on these, the Inner
Hebrides.

After a few phonecalls | had
some luck, someone had a
1990 female Redtail, one they
were going to keep them-
selves but now they found
themselves over birded. The
long drive from Oban to the
Midlands took all day but
when | got there and was
shown the bird she was a
beauty. Her back was choco-
late brown and she was re-
ally big. We weighed her, 31b
90z. She was put into the
carpet lined tea-chest | had
brought along and | set off
home.

Right fromthe start she was
very steady, very calm, al-
most gentle and never given
to mad bouts of bating or
squeezing the glove. She
took all manning in her stride
and after only a few days on
the farm totally ignored the
cattle and sheep milling
around us and sat unper-
turbed wherever | would take
her.

By dropping her weight a
little, she first stepped, then
hopped and later flew to my
fist after very little delay. |
never did use a lure for her, |
didn't need to with my last
Redtail but then he was a
much more aggressive bird
than this and here, of course,
was my first mistake with her.

She was now 31b 20z and
obedient to the fist, so | took
herto an area | knew | would
find rabbits lying about. Rab-
bit after rabbitgot upand she
hardly looked at one, let alone
flew one, this , of course was
my fault. Atthe 'centre’ | don’t
suppose she ever had any-
thing to eat but chick and rat
and | had fed her on rabbit
and chick, but rabbit neatly
butchered and not at all like
these grey things dashing
around the field. So | offered
her a dead one on her perch
at feeding time and she
promptly bated away,

by
David Rampling

screaming, as if frightened of it.
| sat with her there and cut
pieces off, bits she would rec-
ognise and with careful coax-
ing, by the end of the feeding
session | had her pulling meat
fromthe carcass. The next day
was easier, she was afraid at
first but when | cut it open she
soon tucked in and by the fol-
lowing day she was 'footing’ the
rabbit like a veteran.

By now she was very fat but
atleast she knew what abunny
was for. made up a rabbit-skin
lure and started again, this time
alternating between fist and
lure. In less than a week she
would start for, and bind to a
rabbit skin lurethat Jan, my wife,
would be running with, maybe
300 yards away.

The nexttime the weather was
perfect, | was back with her at

David with his female redtail

My pulse raced as a rabbit got up from
under my feet, she was off in an instant
but it just made it into a patch of rushes

my rabbiting area. My pulse
raced as a rabbit got up near
my feet, she was off in an in-
stant but the rabbit just made
it into a patch of rushes be-
fore she had caught up. The
Redtail sailed overthe topand
landed on a nearby rock,
overlookingthe area. | walked
over and by walking through
the rushes | sent the rabbit
out of the other side, it ran
straight towards the hawk,
who just stepped off the rock
and caught it, head on. Not
very spectacular but | was
more than happy. She caught
a few more rabbits and soon
| figured her ready for ago at
the hares.

It was one of those perfect,
sunny, still winters days and
after she had been easily out-
flown by a few grouse, she
didn't even bate after them
anymore. The only way for
her to learn, | thought. There
in the heather, about a
hundred yards away, | had
seen a movement and as |
walked over, away shot a
mountain hare, half brown,
half white (they rarely go
completely white on Mull) and
off shot the Redtail. Although
a Redtail never looks particu-
larly fast it always amazes me
how quickly they can catch
up with a hare. And she al-
most had it when the hare
dived into some rank heather,
where it was well hidden. The
Redtail hungthere like a huge
Kestrel, gained a little height,
folded and crashed into the
heather. The squeal told me
she had made a direct hit and
I rushedinto assist, although
I hardly needed to, she had a
very good hold on it's head
and loins. | fed her up and
headed for home.

After seeing Kelvin Rush-
meres’ superb collie working
with his Redtail, | have been
temptedto use one of my col-
lies for the same purpose.
She will work sheep, catch
rabbits at night, with my old
lurcher, using alamp andfind
hares for the Redtail. | am
going to teach her the alpha-
bet next and encourage her
to write a book next year!

| like nothing better, after a
good day on the hill, than to
sit in front of the fire with my
dogs curled up on the rug and
the Redtail on my fist. | just
wish | could housetrain her’!
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WIN ONE OF THESE FABULOUS PRIZES!

A pair of Habicht-SLC
Mark 11 100%
waterproof Binoculars
donated by
' SWAROVSKI UK LTD.

g l..\
Lo
w515

3RD PRIZE:- Silver Paperknife donated by Robin Haigh.
Made to measure Glove donated by Graham Dudmish.

4TH PRIZE -
Bow Perch donated by Ray Prior.

5TH PRIZE -
Falconry bag donated by lan Vance.

6TH PRIZE -
Print - Goshawk on fist donated by Andrew Hutchinson.

Four runners up prizes of a years free subscription to the Falconers and Raptor conservation
magazine.

HOW TO ENTER

All you have to do is answer all the questions correctly, put your name and address on the back of
a postcard or sealed envelope and send to: David and Lyn Wilson, The Falconers and Raptor
Conservation Magazine, 20 Bridle Road, Burton Latimer, Nr. Kettering, Northants., NN15 5QP.
The first ten correct entries picked out of the bag after the closing date will win.

Closing date is August 31st 1991. Winners will be announced in the Winter issue (November 91).

__ QUESTIONS
What bird of prey escaped from L n Zoo in 1965 _
Which according to the Guinness Book of Records is the fastest stooping falcon in the world

What does H.P.R. mean (with respectto dogs)
If Hawk :

di o

The Falconers & Raptor Conservation Magazine 9



FHEE SCOTETISHE 1

FALCONRY

Exciting All Absorbing Holiday <
With a Difference (

Scotlands renowned centre offers holidays in
which you will be flying falcons and hawks, in
scenic and beautiful Border countryside.
From Novice to Advanced courses including
falconry from horseback.

Fully residential status. We cater for all age
groups.

Send now for full colour brochure or telephone

L.& D.M. Durman-Walters, The Scottish Academy of Falconry

& Related Studies, Hyndlee, Bonchester Bridge, Hawick TD9 9TR
Telephone: 045086 666.

Falconry.

& RELATED STUDIES

Allbirds of prey ondisplay with
flying demonstrations, including
Falcons, Hawks, Eagles and

Owls.
A wide range of Falconr // 7
Purmmrelfavaﬁablt, y//./////’
Falconry courses are available.

THE CENTRE IS OPEN A
to visitors from 9.30amto5.00pm,
6 days a week (Closed Mondays “
except Bank Holidays)
Lastadmissions 4.30pm.
YOU'LLFINDUSAT ,0 CKSACR g

AQEATIC NERSERY

WOPHAMS LANE, BIRDHAM , CHICHESTER

TELEPHONE: (0243) 512472

a8
FALCONRY
LODGIE

Suppliers of Falconry equipment
and furniture.
Main stockists of
Womborne Falconry equipment.

We offer a full range of quality furniture
and a friendly personal service.

Books, Films, Wax Coats, Scales,
Lure Wings, All Tools, Tailmounts,
Hoods, Gloves, Bags, Bowperches etc.

Food - Rats, Mice, Chicks, Turkey Poults.
Superflora Garden Centre,

Theobalds Park Road, Crews Hill,
Enfield, Middlesex.

Proprietor:
T. Brown.

Telephone:
081 367 9276.

CENTRE

Norton, Nr. Evesham, Worcestershire
(0386 443348

*BRYAN PATERSON PRESENTS*

Displays - Talks - Demonstrations
Mammals - Birds of Prey - Creepy Crawlies - Waterfowl -
Childrens Touching Area - Tropeial House - Twilight Zone -
Lecture Room.

Stockist of Ben Long Falconry Fumniture
Hawk/Reptile food

also
Gift Shop - Garden Centre - Country Cafe - Health Foods -
Cane Centre - Craft Workshop - Farm Shop - Conservatories -
Miniature Railway - River Fishing - Country Walks - Approx 200
acres for you to share.

"SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE"

CRAFT
ORIGINALS

A fuII range of quality hand crafted falconry furniture
all made by myself. Gloves, bags, blocks, bells etc,
also available hand crafted Table Lamps : The Falconer,
The Peregrine, The Barn Owil - all hand painted.

For personal friendly service and advice
ring lan on 0246 271944
or send SAE for price list to
21 Baiweswood Close, Dunston Newbold,
Chesterfield, Derby's S41 8BW

Cotswold Wild Life Park \

Burford, Oxford, OX8 4JW
Tel: (095 382) 3006

k Why not come and spend a day in beautitul surroundings at the
Cotswold Wild Life Park, and enjoy a
FALCONRY DISPLAY
Displays will take place on the [ollowing Sunday«<:

21st and 28th July -4th, 11th and 18th August
1st September
Other attractions include:
a large and varied collection of animals from all over the world
children's playground « tramn rides « bar,
restaurant and refreshments

The Park is situated on the AS61.
twe miles south of s junction with the Ad0 /




MAJOR
EUSTACE
POLES

by Derry Argue

Imet Major Eustace Poles in
the early 1960's and immedi-
ately made a firm friend. |1was
very sorry to hear of his death
last year.

Eustace Poles would best be
described as a charming old
rogue with a twinkle in his eye
that no fellow sportsman could
resist. My first recollection was
a firm handshake from a hand
like old leather and that mis-
chievous grin as if from some
Devon pixie! He was a very
keen dry fly fisherman for trout
and that immediately put us on
the same wave length. He was
also a very experienced fal-
coner with a wide experience of
training eagles and other short
wings in Africa. Eustace’s rep-
ertoire of fascinating stories was
endless; and they were all
gleaned from real life with no
need for embellishment or fal-
sification. Eustace Poles had
led avery fulland adventurous
life.

Born in June 1902, Eustace
Poles was educated at Bedford.
In 1922 he joined the British
South Africa Police which then
maintained order in what was
known as the Rhodesias. The
duties of this force included
dealing with inter-tribal disputes,
arresting criminals and trouble-
makers, and protecting lone
farms and settlements in vast
areas which were virtually un-
mapped. It was work which
required utter self-reliance and
skills of horsemanship, marks-
manship, and the mastery of
languages. Most of all, it re-
quired the instinct of self-pres-
ervation and an ability to almost
smell trouble.

During the Second World War
Eustace served in India withthe
11th East African Division. He
then joined P-Force, a special
unit of Burmans, recruited to
carry out harassing operations
behind the Japanese lines to
the Chindwin River. From
February 1945 Eustace was
appointed Commander of Fer-
ret, one of three groups that was

The late Major Eustace Pole with black Sparrowhawk

parachuted into south-west
Burma. It was because of his
work there that Eustace was
awarded the Military Cross.

Ferret's task was to round up
fanatical and isolated groups of
Japanese which work continued
up until October 1945. After
the war, Eustace Poles joined
the Northern Rhodesia Game
and Tsetse Control Depart-
ment, later called the National
Parks and Wildlife Service,
Zambia, and had charge of a
huge area of country including

the Luangwa Valley and Bang-
waulu Swamps, all of which had
to be traversed on foot. He left
the Department in 1957 and
took charge of the Blue Lagoon
Ranch (now the Blue Lagoon
National Park).

When | knew him, Eustace had
imported one of the first Black
Sparrowhawks from Rhodesia
which he flew at pheasants near
his home in North Devon. He
also flew European sparrow-
hawks with some success. Ire-
member him taunting me at a

fieldtrial onthe late Lord Rank’s
ground to get him a pheasant
as the place was moving with
them! Anothertime he needed
a sparrowhawk. On neither
occasion did he go home empty
handed, so highly did I hold him
in my estimation as a sports-
man and friend. What was par-
ticularly endearing was his
humility and willingness to lis-
ten to anyone with something
worth saying, which was almost
equalto his intolerance forfools.
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In 1989 Geoff Dalton, Owner of The Cots-
wold Falconry Centre at Batsford Park,
acquired a pair of Bataleur Eagles from
Canada.

They were about sixteen years old and to
the best of his knowledge had nevershown
any signs of breeding. As the aim was to
breed the eagles they were placed in a
large aviary 30'x24'x30" with a nest ledge
at about 15’ off the ground. This was to
cause problems as the female would spend
most of her time on the ground displaying,
while the male would stay on the ledge out
of the way. This problem was solved by
placingthemin asmalleraviary 15'x24'x15',
this and the arrangement of the perches
suited them much better. After about six
months, with a good diet of rats, day old
chicks, quail and six week old chicks the
eagles looked much more settled, their
ceres and feet went a lovely deep red, as
they should be and their plume a glossy
black. About July/August the birds were
looking superb, nesting materials were in-
troduced to encourage them to start nest
building. The female started carrying sticks
about almost at once, the male showed
very little interest at this time. But on Sep-
tember 1st copulating was observed, tak-
ing place about twice a day for the first few
weeks gradually building up to about 15
times a day after six weeks. To the delight
of Geoff and everyone at the centre an egg
was laid on the 14th October, everyone

was surprised as this was the earliest re-
corded eqg for Bataleur eagles in this coun-
try, most eggs were laid after Christmas. It
was decidedto leave the egg, they only lay
one, with the parents. Forthe firstfew days
the male wanted to do some of the sitting
but the female was reluctant to let him and
so she did all the sitting herself. Strangely

-

With a good diet of rats, chicks, quail and chicken's the eagle's looked much more
settled, their ceres and feet went a lovely deep red and their plum a glossy black as

they should be

there was no food parcelling seen. As the
incubation period was about 53 days that
wouldtake them into December and at that
time of the year the weather can turn quite
nasty, if the egg was fertile then the chick
would be hatching at the worst time of the
year. As a safe guard the egg was removed
to an incubator, it was hoped that the fe-
male would recycle but she didn’t. The egg
was matt white with no markings at all and
the thickness of the shell made it impos-
sible to candle. On the 23 November it was
a good time to see if there was anything in
there. The egg was put on a flat surface
and left for a minute, as the embryo cooled
and got uncomfortable it should start to
move and, to Geoffs delight, it moved. A
second opinion was arranged to make sure
Geoffs eyes weren't playing tricks on him
and sure enough the egg was seen to move
by four people simultaneously, the egg was
placed back into the incubator for the re-
maining weeks. The 3rd of December was
the most rewarding to date as Geoff heard
the chick chirping frominside the egg, quite
a vocal chirping with a good strong voice.
Then on the 55th day of incubation disaster
struck, Geoff awoke to find that there had
been a power cut, the generator was im-
mediately started and the incubator was
brought back up to the righttemperature, in
the meantime Naomi, Geoffs wife, was
keeping the egg warm in bed to the best of
Geoffs knowledge the electricity had been
off for about 3 hours, the egg was placed
back into the incubator, the next few days
were agony waiting to see or hear some-
thing from the chick but unfortunately they
never did. The decision was made to turn
the incubator off, the egg was removed and
opened up, the chick was in perfect condi-
tion and should have hatched had it not
been for the power cut. Next year Geoff
says he will pull the first egg in the hope
that they recycle,and hopefully leave the
second egg with them.
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ing place about twice a day for the first few
weeks gradually building up to about 15
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was decidedto leave the egg, they only lay
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the male wanted to do some of the sitting
but the female was reluctant to let him and
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would be hatching at the worst time of the
year. As a safe guard the egg was removed
to an incubator, it was hoped that the fe-
male would recycle but she didn't. The egg
was matt white with no markings at all and
the thickness of the shell made it impos-
sible to candle. On the 23 November it was
a good time to see if there was anything in
there. The egg was put on a flat surface
and left for a minute, as the embryo cooled
and got uncomfortable it should start to
move and, to Geoffs delight, it moved. A
second opinion was arranged to make sure
Geoffs eyes weren't playing tricks on him
and sure enough the egg was seen to move
by four people simultaneously, the egg was
placed back into the incubator for the re-
maining weeks. The 3rd of December was
the most rewarding to date as Geoff heard
the chick chirping from inside the egg, quite
a vocal chirping with a good strong voice.
Then on the 55th day of incubation disaster
struck, Geoff awoke to find that there had
been a power cut, the generator was im-
mediately started and the incubator was
brought back upto the righttemperature, in
the meantime Naomi, Geoffs wife, was
keeping the egg warm in bed to the best of
Geoffs knowledge the electricity had been
off for about 3 hours, the egg was placed
back into the incubator, the next few days
were agony waiting to see or hear some-
thing from the chick but unfortunately they
never did. The decision was made to turn
the incubator off, the egg was removed and
opened up, the chick was in perfect condi-
tion and should have hatched had it not
been for the power cut. Next year Geoff
says he will pull the first egg in the hope
that they recycle,and hopefully leave the
second egg with them.



Breeding Raptors The Welsh Hawking Centre Way

As | write this we have just hatched our 103rd baby raptor this
year, remember though that | have many more potential breeding
pairs than most people. What counts is the percentage of potential
breeding pairs that produce young birds. In our case this is around
40%, a low figure, but we do have some species that we know little
about.

The private breeder can often attain a much higher figure because
of the individual care that can be given, because of the fewer
numbers. The other figures that need to be looked at in any
breeding project are, percentage of fertile eggs, percentage fertile
that hatch and the percentage hatched that fledge. It is at these
stages that I think our returns are good. About 70% of the eggs are
fertile, parentbirds are allowed to lay infertile eggs fortwo clutches,
afterthis, depending on circumstances, the male is changed or we
decide to use artificial insemination.

About 85% of our fertile eggs hatch. Every egg that does not hatch
should be opened and examined to try to find out why they failed.
Eggs which looked clear on candling are often found to have died

One of the young Falcon’s br at the centre

within the first 72 hours of incubation. This is easily seen by exami-
nation of the germinal disc with a magnifying glass. This is often
caused by poor food for the parent birds or poor incubation. (This
is the most critical time for an egg)

Eggs which pip and then are weak, we deal with in the following
way; as soon as they pip they are placed in a hatcher with the
humidity as high as we can raise it. They are left alone for 48 hours,
at this stage a small window, about 5mm in diameter, is made in
the blunt end of the egg, the exposed membrane is then painted
with distilled water at 100°F, this exposes the blood vessels onthe
surface of the egg. While arterial blood is flowing, to take out the
chick is to condemn it to almost certain death. The window is
covered with cling film and the egg is replaced in the hatcher. Itis
re-checked every hour until the colour change from bright red
arterial blood to dark brown non-circulatory blood is seen. The
chick can then be carefully removed from the egg. If the yolk sac
has retracted all will be well, if not then this will need to be tied off.
Our success rate with un-retracted yolk sacs is about 50%. We
have successfully raised an American Kestrel chick with and un-
retracted yolk sac weighing 4 grams on hatch’

Problems hatching are usually caused by-weak stock, bad feed-
ing, poor incubation or odd shaped eggs, the cure is often in our
own hands, wild birds hatch better than 90% under their own
parents and this is what we should aim at.

On hatching all chicks have their navel smeared with antiseptic
cream and are placed straight in the brooder baskets set at 100°F
under the bulbs. They are not fed for 12 hours unless they demand
it.

by Ceri Griffiths

FEEDING

All our babies are fed on skinned, eviscerated, food processed
rats, to which we add a vitamin supplement and bone flour. This is
never prepared more than 12 hours in advance of use as it goes off
very quickly, even when refrigerated. We have tried chicks and
quail for the babies but found that although unpleasant to prepare,
the rats are much better, resulting in bigger babies with no tummy
troubles.

Baby eagle owl being fed rats

BROODING

Our brooder baskets are simple but work well. At one end two 150
watt bulbs are wired in series through a light dimmer switch. The
basket is a plastic vegetable basket with the solid bottom cut out
and replaced with a plastic mesh. This lets the chick control its’
own temperature by moving up and down the basket and the mesh
allows the mutes to drop through, keeping the chick very clean and
making it very easy for us to clean the baskets.

. Rt o
T

Harris Hawk in '‘Brooder’

RINGING

The birds need to be D.O.E.Rung at about 10 days, maybe a day
ortwo earlierfor big Goshawks or Merlins. The growth rate in baby
raptors is incredible so if you are a first time breeder, be careful, 48
hours can be the difference between a very loose ring and an
inability to get it on at all.

At this time you will have to decide how you want your babies
raised. Full imprint, creche reared, parent reared behind wire or
parent in a seclusion aviary.

In my next article | shall discuss the pros and cons of the four
methods and there may be a few raised eyebrows at my conclu-
sions.
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NEST SITE LEAFLETS

The Hawk & Owl Trust, in conjunction with the BTO, have
produced a new set of six leaflets on artificial nest sites for birds
of prey. Individual leaflets cover the Barn Owl, Tawny Owl, Little
Owl and Kestrel, with a separate one on artificial stick nests and
platforms for birds such as the Osprey, Goshawk and Hobby,
and a further general leaflet on fixings, materials, technigues,
habitats and general conservation measures. They have been
written by Hawk & Owl Trust Vice-Chairman Dr Phillip Burton
and Conservation Officer Paul Johnson, together with David
Glue from the British Trust for Ornithology.

To obtain copies of the leaflets, please write to The Hawk & Owl
Conservation Trust, c/o Zoological Society of London, Regent’s
Park, London NW1 4RY. The leaflets cost 30p each. Please
enclose a large stamped addressed envelope when requesting
leaflets.

THE BARN OWL

The Barn Owl or White Owl can be found
on low lying farmland throughout most of
the British Isles. It is however scarce in
many counties. One reason for this has
been the gradual disappearance of suit-

bance. Barns both old
and modern are used
if they provide wide
ledges, wall cavities or
spaces among bales

Adult Barn Ow returning with food

able nesting sites. It rarely breeds at alti-
tudes greaterthan 500 feet above sealevel.
It is not an owl of dense woodland, prefer-
ring open land and the woodland edge,
where rank tussocky grassland provides
good numbers of voles, shrews and mice,
the Barn Owl's favoured prey. This owl
does not hoot, but utters a long drawn-out
screech. Despite its name, the Barn Owl
will nest in a wide variety of situations, but
always prefers roomy and well sheltered
places free from excessive human distur-

of hay or straw. Spacious tree cavities are
also a favoured nesting site, particularly in
eastern England, but loss of elms caused
by Dutch EIm disease has greatly reduced
the availability of suitable trees. Barn Owls
make no nest as such, but lay an average
of 5 eggs in early May. Each egg haiches
after 31 days. A very long fledgling period
follows with the young remaining in the nest
for eight to nine weeks, rarely leaving it
until late August. In years of high food
abundance two broods are sometimes

e
Young Barn Owls

reared. Boxes not only provide suitable
nesting quarters, but offer additional roost-
ing sites which are important for this bird.
Boxes are most successful when erected
on farms where Barn Owls have been seen
orin places where they are already known
to roost. Occupied sites can be recognised
by black pellets about the size of a human
thumb which the owl ejects fromthe mouth.
Accumulations of these pellets splattered
with profuse white droppings denote a fa-

voured roosting place.

Interior type.
Converted tea chest nailed
to beam in barn

Tea chest lid, fixed on
after box has been
nailed to beam

L

Entrance hole 6"x 8"

Tray in front of box for
young Lo exercise
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FALCONRY

& COUNTRY PURSUITS

WEEKEND
September 14th & 15th

Falconry

Field target shooting
Clay pigeon shooting
Archery

Gun dog displays
Fishing displays
Trade stands

Family entertainments

Situated at
HOLDENBY HOUSE & GARDENS
HOLDENBY, NORTHAMPTON

For further detalls ring
Sylvla Parks on 0604 770074

WELSH HAWKING CLUB
i Clwb Hebogwyr Cymru | Y
President:

wl
é" i Lorant de Bastyai - 2

- L=
The Welsh Hawking Club was founded in 1961 by a handful of Welsh
sportsmen. Their mentor was a Hungarian gentleman, Lorant de Bastyai,
a Falconer of Intemnational Fame. The following year the W.H.C . was
invited 1o attend the International Field meetings of the Austrian and
German clubs, Osterreichischer Falknerbund and Deutscher
Falkenorden. The W.H.C. made many friends on these trips and some
members retumed with Goshawks on their fists which were gifts from
their new friends. The club soon became Internationally recognised and
started to hold its own field meetings. Membership steadily grew and the
W.H.C. is now one of the largest Hawking clubs with around 400
members drawn from all over the British Isles. We hold our monthly
meetings in South Wales with a more informal meeting in North Wales.
Al these meetings there are occasionally speakers on Falconry related
subjects, several leading furniture makers exhibit and sell equipment ,
club raffles are held, advice is freely available, ale is consumed and
exciting flights are relived! The club has invested a great deal in its
breeding programme witha view to supplying some Hawks to members
and we currently have many Hawks and Falcons out on loan, Field
meetings are held, members receive an annual magazine
“The Austringer” several newsletters, can borrow club receivers foruse
with their own transmitlers, are offered discounts by some fumiture
makers, lelemetry dealers, bell makers, anthors etc, and can purchase
club badges, car stickers and sweaters. The Welsh Hawking Club has
always had a reputation for being a friendly club with a large proportion
of its members being keen Falconers rather than armchair Falconers and
many founder members still hold office including Lorant de Bastyai as
President. Despiteincreased legislation and many other pressures flying
a Hawk at quarry remains our priority.

Our annual subscription is £17.50 plus an initial fee of £5.00.

For further information contact The Hon. Secretary, Adrian Williams,
Maendy Farmhouse, Church Village, Near Pontypridd, Glam.
Telephone: 0443 206333.

Cotsmold
Falconry Centre

We stock Ben Long’s
Falconry Equipment

Falconry Courses and Hunting
Parties are available in conjunction §
with Falcon Leisure

range of Falconry Equipment on:-
SAT Aug 31st, SUN Sept 22nd &
SUN Oct 20th

Cotswold Falconry Centre
Batsford Park,
Moreton-in-Marsh,

Glos

Telephone: Blockley (0386) 701043

Open 7 days a week from March 10th - November 30th
10.30am - 5.30pm

ounty
airs

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 1991
Bryan Patterson, or Redtailed Falconry, Flying Display, Hawk and Owl
Trust, Raptor Rescue, Falconry Fumniture Makers and The Falconers and
Raptor Conservation Magazine will be attending the following County Fairs:
August 3rd/4th 1991
CHILHAM CASTLE COUNTRY FAIR
CHILHAM CASTLEGARDENS,KENT
(5 miles SE of Canterbury on A262)
August 17th/18th 1991
THESUSSEX COUNTRY FAIR
ST.MICHAEL'S, BURTON PARK, PETWORTH, SUSSEX
(10 miles North of Chichester on A285)
August 25th/26th 1991
WINDSOR GREAT PARK NATIONAL DRIVING
CHAMPIONSHIP & COUNTRY FAIR
WINDSOR GREAT PARK, SURREY
(Exit 6 M4)
September 14th/15th 1991
MIDLAND GAME & COUNTRY SPORTS FAIR
(Associate Show)
WESTONPARK, SHIFNAL, SHROPSHIRE
(6 miles from Junetion 12 M6 on AS Watling Street)
September 21st/22nd 1991
THEYORKSHIRE COUNTRY FAIR
HAREWOOD HOUSE, HAREWOOD, LEEDS, YORKSIHIRE
(3 miles North of Leeds on AG1)
TRADESPACE AVAILABLE
For further information on any of the above, please contact:
County Fairs Show Office, 9 Beechficld Rise, West Midlands WS13 6EL.
Tel: 0243 544181 or 0543 264162 Fax: 0243 544068
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What breed should | have?

This is the first article on the stage-by-stage
sequence of training gundogs for falconry.
Assuming that you have reached the con-
clusion that most successful falconers
through the ages reach fairly early on, viz.
that a trained gundog is, at worst, a neces-
sary evil to showing sport and having got
used to the idea of having a dog, probably
the most frequent question that | am asked
is "What is the best breed to have?” "One
man'smeat ......... “and, within reason, any
dog owner/trainer will get on better with a
breed that he likes and wants ratherthan a
breed that is foisted on himby a (so called)
expert.

Having said that it is an inescapable fact
that some breeds are more suitable for
certain types of hawking than others. If a
would-be falconer moves to a new location
the first thing he does is to assess the coun-
tryside around him and ascertain the na-
ture of the ground and what quarry it con-
tains. He then acquires a suitable hawk for
the area. Sowith a dog. Itis a question of
horses for courses. Before looking at the
various breeds of gundogs available (and
one can only generalise with regard to any
particular breed) | should perhaps state that,
as a professional gundog trainer, | do not
have a favourite breed. Atthe time of writ-
ing | have ten different breeds in training

including a number of pointers andfive HPR
breeds so what | have to say is purely ob-
jective. | might also add that | have flown
longwings and shortwings over dogs inthe
United Kingdom and abroad for over twenty
years.

Gundogs are divided into four separate
categories: retrievers, spaniels, pointers
and setters (bird-dogs to use a convenient
American expression) and HPRs (Hunter
Pointer Retriever breeds from the Conti-
nent). Retrievers which include labradors,
flatcoats and golden retrievers are primar-
ily concerned with collecting dead game
ratherthan finding live game and although
they can be taught to hunt after a fashion
are completely unsuitable as a falconer's
dog. Iwould gosofarastosaythatanyfal-
conerwho only owns aretriever should set
about acquiring a second breedto useas a
hawking companion. Spaniels, for which
read working English Springer or cocker
are grand little hunting dogs (a Brittany
spaniel is an HPR of which more later).
Clumbers (much beloved by the late Jack
Mavrogordato), Welsh, Sussex and Field
Spaniels have had many or all of the work-
ing qualities bred out of them by the show-
ing fraternity as have the show English
Springers and show cocker spaniels. |
always flew my Goshawks in the UK and

Left to right:
Britanny, Large Munsterlanders, Vizsla, G.S.P.
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Black Sparrowhawks in Africa over English
Springers but spaniels have the great dis-
advantage of not pointing their game. If
one flies longwings over pointers, spaniels
are also very good at flushing “on the but-
ton”if the pointer is "sticky”. Again a span-
iel would not be an aspiring austringer's
first choice.

If you are fortunate enough to practice
what is probably the cream of all fieldsports
let alone the cream of falconry - flying
longwings at game overdogs - a pointer or
setter is the only logical choice. One as-
sumesthat the falconeris looking for“class”
from his falcons and therefore requires
class from his dogs. They have a graceful,
effortless gallop, a wider range when quar-
tering and a more exquisitely tuned nose
than the other breeds which is invaluable if
game is “jumpy”. The four breeds from
which to choose are Pointers (there is no
such breed as an "English” pointer), Eng-
lish, Irish and Gordon Setters. Beware: all
breeds have completely separate showing
and working lines. Pointers are the most
readily available andthey have a lot of white
on them which makes them easy to see at
a distance against the heather. English
setters also have a lot of white about them
and were used by a number of pre-war
falconers including Gilbert Blaine. The rus-
set coloured Irish setter and the black and
tan Gordon setter are difficult to see against
the heather but a wide collar covered with
"dayglo” material offsets
this problem somewhat.
Do not imagine that you
will get through a day’s
falconry let alone aweek
oraseasonwith onlyone
bird-dog. However fit
they may be, they burn
themselves out quickly
unless rested and run
turn and turn about.
Severalfalconerscan run
one dog each in this way.

The last category of
gundog is the Hunter
Pointer Retriever (HPR).
These include German
Shorthaired Pointers,
German Wirehaired
Pointers, Weimeraners
(Germany), Large Mun-
sterlanders (Germany),
Hungarian Vizslas, Brit-
tany Spaniels (France)
and the Italian Spinone.
HPRs are to the bird-
dogs what the cob is to
the racehorse or the lur-
cher is to the greyhound
- a versatile utility breed
with more stamina but
less “class” or quality,
They are the first choice
for the austringer or for



the falconer who flies longwings as well as
shortwings or broadwings. Probably more
than with any category of gundog, individ-
ual dogs within a breed or even within a
littervary tremendously in their natural ability
due, in part, tothe fact that they are bred si-
multaneously for work and show. The
qualities that the handler requires are to
quarter the ground with a wide beat in the
open and a much reduced range in cover,
to enter thick cover both when hunting and
to flush game, to swim, to be staunch on
point but to flush instantly on command. A
lot of dogs will do most of these things and
a few will do them all. Probably the most
important quality of allis to be biddable and
under control. Wild, uncontrollable dogs
running amok on either your own or your
neighbour's ground are the easiest way to
ruin adays sport and to lose good hawking
ground not only for yourself but also every-
one else.

The German Shorthaired Pointer (GSP)
is numerically the strongest of the HPRs in
Britain. They point well but their hunting
ability varies from excellent to only just. A
good one takes a lot of beating. German
Wirehaired Pointers (GWP) are either very
good or downright awful with very few in
between. A Weimeraner would not be my
first choice. They are better guard dogs
than shooting/hawking dogs and males tend
to b stroppy with other male dogs. | have
trained some excellent Large Munsterlan-
ders for roughshooting which equates with
an austringer's requirements. Allthe Ger-

man HPRs tend to be noisy and/or destruc-
tive if separated from their owners even |if
only by a kennel door. The Hungarian
Vizslas suit sensitive trainers and are gen-
erally good all-rounders. Forthose livingin
asmall house and garden (and few falcon-
ers seen to have addresses like
“Grousemoor Hall” these days!) the little
Brittany Spaniel, called only a Brittany over
here, might well be the answer. In essence

it is a wider ranging springer or cocker
spaniel that also points. They are bonny
little dogs with none of the social problems
ofthe larger German dogs. | have very little
experience of ltalian Spinones but | have
heard of one being successfully used for
falconry in East Anglia. “Yerpays yer money

ml'n the next issue | shall talk about obtain-
ing a suitable puppy and how to go about it.

An ltalian Spinone learning to point live Pheasants at the warren
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SKYHUNTER DESIGN

Detailed birds of prey prints
in black and white and colour.
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Falconry Centres and Wildlife Parks.
Trade enquiries welcomed.

Write or phone for leaflet.
Limited Edition of 450" Peregrines mid-air
food pass. Numbered and signed by the artist.
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1 Barn Owl entering barn
2 Bald Eagle in tree

3 Kingfisher on a branch
4 Barn Owl on fence
Pencil Drawings
5 Baby Barn Owl
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RAPTORS IN WALES, So/senvaton

Sketches and Text by Wildlife Illustrator PHILIP SNOW. B.A.

RED KITE (Milvus milvus) In Britain, the elegant and languid flight of the Red Kite is synony-
mous with a few picturesque wooded valleys in Mid-Wales, but this certainly is not typical
habitat. It just happened to be its’ last British refuge by the turn of our century and required
rigorous conservation efforts by the Kite committee, (RSPB and latterly NCC) to ensure its’
future. Happily they succeeded and a steady increase from just 11 pairs in 1950, to about 82
pairs (250 birds) in 1990 resulted.
The climate though, doesn't really
favour them, and inbreeding, small
clutch sizes, the idiot and
indiscriminate illegal poisoned bait
laying all take their toll. Video
surveillance, a falconry aided
fostering scheme and re-introduction
of fenno-scandia birds are all helping
them and perhaps, at last, they may be
able to start recolonising a Britain in
which they were once very common.

BUZZARD (Buteo buteo) If the Red Kite is The prize Welsh

raptor for many, the numerous soaring Buzzards are much more

typical of its’ hills and valleys, with between 4-5,000 pairs, a quarter

of the British population. This adaptable and non-specialised raptor

breeds in most habitats, most successful in central and east Wales,

but uncommeon on Anglesey. Like most birds of prey, it has bounced

back from the 60's pesticides crash, being more strongly affected by the 50's
myxomatosis outbreak. The population is now fairly stable, not much persecuted
and could possibly help to re-colonise eastern England?
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SHORT-EARED OWL (Asio falmmeus) One of the most

wonderful, but now, sadly, fairly uncommon sights on open moor,

marsh and dune is the slow, dancing flight of this owl; slowly quartering
for its' favourite prey, the short tailed vole. Indeed, its breeding success
is closely linked with that of the vole, fluctuating accordingly. 1988 was a
good year for both, but this could still only raise about 23 successful pairs
in Wales; temporarily arresting a decline which has seen the entire
Anglesey and other lowland populations disappear since the 60's. As usual,
forestry and loss of heather moor have hit them and they winter on the coast
with continental birds. In flight, the scarce but easily overlooked LONG-EARED
OWL (Asio otus) is similar. but darker overall

and usually gliding on flat wings not raised.

KESTREL (Falco tinnunculus) The ‘wind hover is another adaptable

and successful ariel predator, being relatively, if locally, common on

seacliff, farmland, mountain and moorland here. This beautiful little long

tailed falcon feeds mainly on small mammals, insects and birds;

largely taken from its' precise and stepped hover. Even whilst hanging

E o in very strong winds it manages to keep its head rock steady, also using
Mewviim Sparrowhawk/Merlin tactics to catch birds, probably mainly at fledging time.
Like the Buzzard and Sparrowhawk, it is little persecuted.
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GOSHAWK (Accipiter gentilis) This huge and powerful bird
is well known to Falconers and, thanks to their deliberate
and accidental releases, is well on the way to becoming re-established
in Britain, (Albeit in contusing, different races'). Afthough almost
exterminated by the beginning of this century, by the usual game
interests, this magnetic and secretive bird is sneaking back to delight
us with occasional sightings. Much of Wales seems ideal for them,
and during their distinctive display flight they become more
noticeable, 'pothooking’ up and down above their favoured

site; undertail coverts putfed out and almost encircling

the tail base. Even with eggers gamekeepers and some

talconers still after them, they will, | think, prevail’
SFPARROWHAWK (Accipiter nisus)

Excellent numbers, continually growing. Seems as common

as the Kestrel here, with no particular problems.

MERLIN (Falco columbarius)

Recent pronouncements of calamity accompanied this

elusive raplor, as it appeared to be as doomed as its’

favoured heather moor’ Happily, more nests are being

found in forestry, as in most of its British range.

The R.S.P.B. and N.C.C. are keeping a close eye on
developments and anyone wishing to see them should go

to cur large estuaries in the winter months, where they are

joined by their northern (and often larger) cousins.

LITTLE OWL (Athene noctua) Gradually spreading westward in
Waes, but common on Anglesey.

TAWNY OWL (Strix aluco) Widespread and locally common,

but the BARN OWL (Tyto alba) is, as elsewhere, declining; though
with a good number on Anglesey. Well intentioned re-introductions of
A.B C.R. birds are, unfortunately, not helping much; mainly because
factors that lead to their demise, i.e. habitat loss are not addressed.
HEN HARRIER (Circus cyaneus) This harrier disappeared from Wales in
the 20's; first proved breeding again in 1938, building up to about 27 pairs
inthe late 70's. Like the Merlin, it seemed to crash again in the 80's,

but recovered enough to fledge 29 young in'89, and possibly again in
1990, It is being closely monitored by the R.S.P.B and N.C.C.

(now Countryside Council for Wales), who think that only

immigration is saving them, as 43 pairs breed on nearby

Isle of Man, in young forestry. (100 strong winter roosts’) s ,
Grouse keepers, a seeming distrust of forestry e G
(unlike elsewhere), and monogamy number amongst their Welsh problems

(Chapelinfluence?) and their future is very uncertain. The Beautiful MONTAGU'S HARRIER (Circus pygargus)

alas, is now only a rare passage immigrant, but used to breed here sparingly, with a mini explosion of up

to 5 closely monitored pairs on Newborough Warren N.N.R. in the 60's. Anglesey was also the last
Welsh breeding site for the MARSH HARRIER (Circus auregenosus) in 1974 and with more
passage and occasional overwintering birds, it could do so again.
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PEREGRINE FALCON (Falco peregrinus) Wales is, undoubtedly, one of the strongholds
of this tenacious and spectacular falcon, which reached a disastrous nadir of only

1 successtul nest in 1963' The R.S.P.B.’s estimate was of 250 pairs in 1989,

but callous South Walion pigeon men added their bizarre armoury of

exp oding and poisoned pigeons to the long list of obstacles this

favourite bird has had to overcome. Nevertheless,

conservation is definitely winning.
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Saturday and Sunday
September 21st & 22nd

The Midlands
Country Fair

Himley Hall

Himley, Nr. Dudiey, West Mids

Located on the junction of
A449 and B4176

40 Bird Sporting Shoot
offering Teal, Woodcock,
Duck to decoy and
combination of standard and
midi targets
Prize money 1, 2 and 3 daily

Falconry displays
by Jemima Parry-Jones
and the Falconry Centre
Books and Equipment
by Martin Jones
Veterinary Advice
by Neil Forbes

Gundog Arena
Demonstrations
by lan Openshaw
Commentary by

Martin Deeley

Gundog Scurry bu
URC (Midlands)

Fly Casting Tuition
. and Demonstrations
%y by David Malpass
¢ Fly Casting Competition
by David Finney
F1y Tieing Demonstration
by Peter Deane

Many other attractions
Good selection of Trade Stands
Craft Village
Archery Demonstration and Competition
Ferret Racing Sheep Dog Display
Rabbit Fanciers Competition
Childrens’ Puppet and Magic Shows

Open 10 am - 6 pm
Admission Adults £3.00
Children and OAP's £2.00

Enquiries: Sporting Heritage Country Fairs
061 231 3626 0562 700014
Trade Stand Enquiries 0902 837836

Hawk and Owl Trust

Save the Barn Owl Appeal

Please help us to continue our vital
long term programme of creative
conservation by sending a donation

To : Hawk & Owl Trust
Barn Owl Appeal
FREEPOST
London SW15 3BR

Grand

TRENTHAM GARDENS
ESTATE

STOKE ON TRENT

% Falconry and Gundog displays

¥ Dog Show and Demonstrations

¥ Trade stands and exhibitors

% Clay pigeon shooting and
laser shooting

% Archery and Karting

% Fishing competitions and
demonstrations

% Kiddies Funfair and electric cars

! "

Just £2.00 for adults .
Children under 14 free !

Just 2 minutes from Junction
15 of the M6

Trentham Gardens reserve the right
to amend attractions in any way

For details phone

(0782) 657341

OWLS NEST
BOOKSHOP

Have A FALCONRY MANUAL
by FRANK L BEEBE £9.95 + £1 P+P

We also have 600 other bird titles in stock.
Send S.A.E. for free catalogue
To: Owls Nest Bookshop, Birdworld, Farnham,
Surrey GU104LD
Telephone: (0420) 22668




Dear David and Lyn

This is a photograph of our Bengal Eagle
Owl whose name is Jaffa. My younger
brother named him Jaffa because his eyes
look like Jaffa cakes.

He was one year old on 29th April 1991 and
we now have him flying free at 21b 20z.

I would like Jaffa to catch rabbits but so far
he is only willing to fly at his rabbit lure.
Thanks to akindlocalfarmerwe are able to
fly him in open country-side which is great

nd James Williams with J.

fun.

Aged 8
Worcs.

Oliver Williams

Dear Editors

With much encouragement
from friends, | have decided
to write this letter about the
problems and difficulties of
keeping birds of prey in Lon-
don. Over the last fifteen
years, | have collected quite
a few birds, among which, |
have a beautiful European
Eagle Owl. | decided that |
wanted to fly her and soon
realised that this wasto be a
difficult task, however, being
a very determined person
after many weeks of enquiry,
| was at last granted permis-
sion to fly my bird in the vast
grounds of the local hospital.
My collection also includes
the indigenous species, Barn
Owl, Tawny Owl and Com-
mon Buzzard. | have often
taken these birds to local
schools. Some people would
say taking indigenous spe-
cies would only encourage
people to try and obtain one
for themselves. | find this is
not so. The children and also
the adults, have never seen
their native birds at such close

—Living in a city —

quarters and | find it does
nothing but good to allow
them to see how beautiful
these creatures are and also
that they must be protected
in the wild. As well as learn-
ing about conservation they
also learn about the birds
themselves. | keep my birds
athome in my mediumsized
garden in South London and
often people, mostly children,
willcome tothe door and ask
to see them and not once has
anyone asked, “How can |
buy one”. | know London is
not the best place to keep
birds of prey but | feel that as
long as they are looked after
properly, have ample space
and are exercised regularly,
and because the children in
my area have learned so
much about them, for ex-
ample, when | used to fly a
Kestrel a little boy said to me
“Isthat an Eagle Miss?", Yes
I dofeel it can do nothing but
good.

Pauline Taylor.
South London.

All letters should be addressed to:-
THE EDITORS, THE FALCONERS AND

RAPTOR CONSERVATION MAGAZINE,
20 BRIDLE ROAD, BURTON LATIMER,
NR. KETTERING,
NORTHANTS., NN15 5QP.
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"Would you like to come with us tomorrow?” he said.

“Sure thing” | replied. "OK be here at four o'clock ,

we'll have some coffee and make a start” Four o'clock

..... in the morning? Oh well, it could be good, flying
peregrine/gyr hybrids at black duck.

| was talking to Mark Fanning, the foremost falconer

in Maine, which is the northernmost state in North

America, next to the Canadian border. It is January 1991

and | have never been so cold in my life before. This was
afternoon, and although | am wearing long johns and several
layers of clothes, the minus fifteen degrees of cold creeps into
your bones "Do you mind if | take photographs” | asked.

“Not a bit, take all you want" he said.

| took some photographs of Steve’s Peales falcon - a big dark
=\ Dbird almost black and Eric’'s Peregrine Gyr cross and Mark’s Prairie
\ Gyr hybrid. Giving a pat to Mark’s rangy dog "Shotgun” | bid them
' goodbye until four o’clock in the morning.

It is half past three, pitch black and quite cold in the house. | get
as many clothes on as | can and still move about - and creep downstairs
to make a cuppa before moving off. | collect the camera and my
packed lunch and quietly leave the house for the garage. First of all |
have to unplug the heater which keeps the radiator and the anti
freeze from freezing. Then try the car. It starts. Good, now we're
under way. |drive along the deserted Maine highway easily, in

this part of America, they are very efficient and the roads are kept
clear of snow almost as soon as it falls. Every fourth house seems
to own a 4 x 4 pickup with a snow plough or a snow blower on it so
there is little chance of anyone being blocked in by snow for long.

It is still dark when | reach Mark’s house but he’s about and Eric is
putting his bird into the back of his truck. It sits quietly hooded on
his beautifully made cage. Hunting bags are thrown in and then as
we finish our coffee they make a final mental check and we climb in
for the fifty mile drive to New Hampshire. It is Sunday and you are not
allowed to hunt in Maine on Sunday - you can hunt in the next state southwards
on Sunday so that's where we are heading. Mark looks at me and grins, “A day
without hunting is a day wasted!” Off we go with Eric following on.

The journey was quite an education too. Mark told me of other kinds of hunting
trips. In Maine anyone that lives there can get a licence to shoot one bear and
one deer a year. This is black bear and white tailed deer but there are moose in
Maine and cougar and coyote, not to mention racoon and ground hog and skunk.
Itis too cold for most of the smaller hawks to survive the bitter winters but there
are goshawks and the golden and the bald eagle both reside in the mountains
and lakes of Maine. In size terms it is a big state, about the size of England,
with a 3500 mile coastline but only a tenth of it is inhabited, and that’s mainly the
southern part of the state. So here is a state which is sparsely populated and
has short summers and very long winters. Only the hardy survive here. With the
wind chill factor it can easily get down to minus fifty, to commit suicide you need
only take your hat off and stand outside for a bit!

We travel down the freeway keeping below the speed limit so as not to upset
the Highway Patrolman lurking underneath the bridge. He could be quite
unassuming at this time of the morning. We drive on and pull up next to the
hunting grounds which are a huge expanse of salt flats. They are tidal and the
outgoing tide has frozen over the spartina grass so that our footsteps crunch
through the crispy surface.

It is Eric’s turn to fly first and since | do not know the territory | follow on behind,
my camera slung around my neck and rubbing my hands together to try to keep
the circulation going. Within minutes my eyes are streaming and my nose begins
to run. We cross a stream and make our way towards the middle of the acres
and acres of mud flats. “Some of this mud is deceptive” says Mark. “It can look
firm enough to stand on but you could find you're up to your armpits in cold
oozey stuff in double quick time!” | said that | would follow them and try not to
make a fool of myself. The mud had taken on a new meaning for me.

Just then the first duck of the day was spotted. Flying low, we watched it to

see where it might land. “You can’t see them but there's scores of duck all hiding
outin these little waterways, the whole place is criss crossed with these streams
and what we have to do is get a few duck airborne so that the hawk can get at
them”. Three more duck are sighted and Eric stikes the hood and gives his bird
a chance to see where itis. The duck although a long way off seem to be flying
towards us and the hawk bobs her head as she sees them approach. Eric gets
the big bird into the air and we watch her as she begins her slow climb. She
seems to be going in the wrong direction and we all shout and call to her to keep
her attention in the right area.

DUCK HAWKING AT HAM
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PTON FALLS by Michael Bignold

She is now up about a hundred feet and has completely ignored the black duck that flew
past us and alighted out of sight in the mud shallows. Eric's bird is more interested in
seagulls and has veered off and is painfully not paying any attention to the job in hand.
Eric whistles to her. Nothing happens. She is still climbing but going away, she's at least
a mile from us and seems to be getting smaller. | know they have telemetry on but it would
still be a worry that far off. Just then she turns our way and we see she is following a duck
weaving across the flats about four feet above the ground.

Eric and Mark start running and calling to encourage the hawk. She half closes her
wings and stoops to the duck. We are silent watching the bird. She misses. The duck
has disappeared and the hawk shoots up on the curve, she looks beautiful in the sun, we
can see her looking back over her shoulder as she rises away from us. A fabulous quick
turn and she is down again very fast cruising along the flats at zero feet. We try again and
although we put up two more duck she doesn't really get close and Eric decides to call a
halt. He throws out the lure to bring her down. She has no trouble seeing a lure being
thrown and is down on it like a grey flash. A quick feed and she’s hooded and we beair +-
walk back to the car.

I've taken some shots of the bird flying but with
a wide angle lens she will look very small, |find S g S
the mud flats are fascinating and it was more fun »
to record the falconers leaping into the mud heaps
in the middle of streams with their hooded hawks
waving about.

—_— —_——

I change the film in the camera with difficulty €rwer wwza = —me=——"T "2 = - - - -
as it is so cold | can hardly open the back and  _ — ~

threading the film is extremely fiddly with frozen _ AT R e e
= /;"/I— = _— —_ = ———

fingers and streaming eyes. | have to take my = -
gloves off to do this and | wonder if my hands

will ever feel warm again. Eric’s bird is put away —»~
and Mark gets his ready. We take a quick =
sandwich and set forth again. | photograph
some skunk tracks going over the snow -thatis -~
something I've not seen in the wild before. -
We take a different route, stepping carefully
through shallow water and hopping on and off

mud pillars, in the middle of the bigger streams l% j'

and Mark soon has his bird out of the hood and
getting up to a good pitch.

We move along the crunchy banks of the
windswept river with duck rising in pairs and
singles - we look up at the fast beating pointed
wings above - she's not ready yet, we have to
give hertime. Up and up she goes she's about
three hundred feet high now. Waiting in the icy
cold | had forgotten how long it takes a falcon to
gain a good height. | vaguely remember a guy
telling me that he used to hunt grouse in Scotland
and he would put the dogs out on the moor, find
the quarry with them, let loose the hawk and put
the dogs back in the truck for an hour while she
got up to her pitch. He watched her with A
binoculars until she began to wait on at 1500 feet or so W&

A duck rises from the bend and suddenly the
falcon stoops ... the closing speed is phenomenal ...
Whammmm, the duck is hit and the hawk wheels
round and dives down on the stricken bird. Mark
cheers with delight at the kill. He caught nineteen
duck with this bird last year and he was hoping to
break that record. This duck has made it for him ... =
she has caught her twentieth duck! It's almost the S
last day of the season. He has reached her now and =
taken the trophy away and she’s feeding up on some ﬁ '

tit bit from the hawking bag. Mark begins to pluck the
duck while it is still warm, in minutes it is a neat plucked
bird almost ready for the oven. We have a photo session
and we stand in the freezing wind staring at the peregrine
feeding up on her chunk of meat that Mark brought along
for her. This will be her last flight of the season and from
today onwards she will be getting weight on. The bird is
picked up and hooded and hunched up against the knifing
wind we make our way back to the cars. The birds are
settled and we drive to the nearest cafe for a welcome cup
of coffee before the homeward trip.
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At any time of the year, the Kestrel is |
probably the most numerous and|
widespread of all our birds of prey: it |
is thought that the breeding popula-
tion is around 70,000 pairs. The his-
tory of this population is rather com-
plicated by many local ups-and-
downs, but broadly speaking the pic-
ture is one of increase and spread
around the 1960s (despite a pesti-
cide-linkeddecline inthe arable lands
of eastern England), with numbers
now fairly steady after a slight gen-
eral decline. The period of increase
saw the well-known spread of Kes-
trels into more and more built-up
areas, including the largest towns and
cities, and also the birds’ gradual
discovery that grassy motorway
verges were good hunting places.
Alook atthe Kestrel's winter distribu-
tion shows that in Scotland numbers
tend to be greatest in the south-west
and the east, while in England there
are more birds in the central and
eastern parts of the country. There is
quite a lot of movement from higher
ground into lower-lying country, with
some suggestion of a preference for
cultivated land. Some British Kestrels
emigrate in winter, but we also re-
ceive winter visitors from Europe,
mainly into eastern England.

In conservation terms, the Kestrel is
not athreatened bird - in fact it seems
to have adapted to living with man
more successfully than any of our
raptors. Habitat loss is only ever likely
to affect Kestrels in a very local (and
probably short-term) way; where there
is a lack of nest-sites, Kestrels will
readily use nestboxes. There are still
cases of young being taken illegally
from nests. What is much more sur-
prising is that Kestrels are still perse-
cuted by an ignorant minority in the
supposed interests of game preser-

vation: the RSPB report Death a

Design records 68 known cases (in
reality there must have been many
more) between 1979 and 1989, with
40 birds shot or trapped and 28 poi-
soned. The latter figure shows two
things - that Kestrels, like many rap-
tors, will take carrion when it is avail-
able and (yet again) that poisoning is
totally unselective.

Asked about the bird in the wild, the
average person will probably think
first of two things - the fact that Kes-
trels seem to occur just about every-
where, regardless of habitat, and,
secondly, their habit of hovering.
There is nodoubt that the Kestrelis a
versatile and adaptable bird. It is at
home in open and semi-open coun-
try, even where this includes wetland,
and is no stranger to built-up areas.
Altitude is no barrier: | have watched
Kestrels hunting overthe highest

in Britain and found their nests while
surveying breeding Golden Eagles.

Only dense, closed woodland deters |

them. In north-western Europe, Kes-
trels are mainly rodent-feeders, with
a particular preference for voles
where they are common, so some
open ground is the one habitat fea-
ture they must have. Other prey is
widely taken, however, including
small birds, lizards, insects and earth-
worms; some of this may be taken on
a seasonal basis, as and when it is

most available, ordiets may vary from |

place to place, again reflecting what
is there to be caught. The flexi
shown by Kestrels in terms of diet
and habitat has led some people to
categorise them as “"generalised”
rather than "specialist” raptors. In fact
they are specialised, but have been
extremely good at using their abilities
in a wide range of circumstances -
hence their success as a species.

k|
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Kestrels someti

birds on the wing and many observ-
ers have seen them giving a good
account of themselves as “true” fal-
cons. They are a good deal faster
and much more manoeuvrable than
we often think: | remember how sur-
prised | was during a winter break in
Mallorca to see a Kestrel hunting
ground-feeding flocks of finches and
sparrows by using dead ground for
its approach and launching its attack
at great speed and only inches off the
ground. Its tactics at once suggested
a combination of Sparrowhawk and
Merlin. Most Kestrels, though, most
of the time, use two distinct methods
when hunting - from the air, with fre-
quent bouts of hovering, or from a

look-out perch, in the second case

.
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usually at no great height above the |

ground.

Perch-hunting is amethod commonly
employed by a great many birds of
prey, including some which are popu-
larly supposed to use only more
spectacular tactics. For Kestrels, it
represents an energy-efficient type
of hunting, but one which has some
minor limitations - it results in a fairly
low rate of return, but this will be
entirely adequate in most situations
when the bird is not feeding young.
Perch-hunting can be used against
most kinds of Kestrel prey. Although
many of them do so at least occa-
sionally, very few European raptors
hover persistently: Black-shouldered
Kites and Kestrels are the main ex-
ponents, with Rough-legged and

#h

ommon Buzzards and Short-toed
Eagles ranking somewhere behind
them. Kestrels use a lot of energy
when hovering, especially when there
is little wind to help them, but itis a
method which produces a very good
rate of capture and, with other flight-
hunting, is used when food demands
are high, such as when there are
young to feed. Hovering is used

ainly for catching small mammals.
Although Kestrels are such common
and familiar birds, most of us know
surprisingly little about them. Luckily,
though, we can once againturnto an
excellent modern work of reference: |
thoroughly recommendthat you read
The Kestrel, by Andrew Village, pub-
lished by T and A.D.Poyser.




i ODE TO GOS ress b e
\{ A magnificent bird, a handsome brute.
N Steel claws like a sabres curve,

By Forit’s prey, it’s death, to serve.

Sat on her perch, of prey to dream, |
The thought of which maKes her red eyes gleam. ,‘
Off the g[ow with bells a jangle,

o 7N 3‘ A lowly seifat his master’s feet,
: ) Do call her off with a tasty treat
Then again, she’s free, in the air
And [ can only stand and stare
She's way up there and flying free
I can only hope she [l return to me.
A beautiful, living, death machine,
To me, the greatest HawK that has ever been.

John Davis

An organisation dedicated to ensuring that all injured
and sick birds of prey are cared for by suitably qualified
persons and whenever possible, released back to the wild

by Mick Robins

Wednesday 27th March, 8.15am, the first of two days off after
seven days of quite “high pressure” work. | am looking forward
to a nice quiet day, doing nothing very much, thankyou.
8.20am the telephone rings and | get a distinct feeling of fore-
boding. It is my local police station requesting my services to
rescue an Eagle Owl stuck up atree, not at all the usual place
for birds to need help getting down from. About three miles
from my home and Ifind it is indeed a European Eagle Owl, 50
feet up a dead Oak tree and very firmly caught up by its
jesse’s. | get dizzy looking down from my own height, so Iwas
most definitely not going up the oak for anything much less
than a pools win'

The fire brigade were duly called, and after an initial double-
take arrived very quickly. | was heartened by their refusal to
tackle the job without the use of specialist machinery in the
guise of “SIMON SNORKEL”, commonly called an hydraulic
platform. It made me feel less of a coward. Even then, the
platform crew would not risk the ascent until overhead power
lines were switched off and we had another delay whilst the
road was closed off and the electricity board came to do the
necessary. By now, this was without doubt the most expen-
sive Eagle Owl in Britain’ It was then that | made my first
horrendous mistake. "Any tips guvnor?” said the fire officer
“We don't like the look of that beak” “It's not the beak you need
to worry about” says | “it's those ****** great feet”. With that
yours truly is unanimously elected by the fire service to go up

with them. Afraid | wasn't, petrified | was, but with the aid of
brown trousers and bicycle clips | made it to the top, eventu-
ally.

After a short struggle the owl was brought down and quickly
identified as “Carlos”, who had escaped from a nearby wild-
life park some six weeks earlier.

If youfind a Raptor in trouble and need help and/or advice
please ring - 0920 463649. If you would like to join you
can write to Miss A Rossin, 3 Highwood Road, Hoddes-
den, Herts EN11 9AJ.

M:ck (d sgubed as aﬂremn) abour to recover Carlos




Female Sparrow;rhawk

|t was through no-ones fault but my own that | recently lost the
Sparrowhawk that | was flying, she was the first one | had flown,
but left an impression in my mind one would find hard to forget.
| had lost her due to flying her quarter oz over weight, | could
probably have got away with it it the end of the season, however
it was the beginning of the season and | was anxious to get a few
Kills under her belt.
She was certainly the most courageous little so and so | had ever
come across and would literally bate at hares when we used to
disturb themin the tramlines. Although | will openly admit that the
bag was never bursting with quarry, it was insignificant in the
wake of my enjoyment, obtained from flying her. Herfirst season,
unfortunately, only lasted two months, due to her putting her front
talon through her back toe whilst hawking one afternoon, inevita-
bly bumblefoot set in, but after two quite large lancings and six
weeks of sharing the bedroom with me, she was cured. Inthattwo
months she caught eleven head which was made up of two
poults, two woodies and various other small birds.

Her second season was more of a memorable one, totalling 21
head I know there will be a few of you who have Goshawks in your
mews who can boast seasons of fifty head and more who will be
laughing, but when you're sixteen, with a students bank balance
and when it's just you and the hawk, without the assistance of a
dog or beater, 1 maybe 2 kills a week from a bird that is giving its’
all is a most rewarding and satisfying feeling.

| hold a lot of respect for these little hawks and what | admire
them for is there ability to dive flat out into the thickest of thorn
riddled hedges, only to be picked up and do exactly the same
thing five minutes later' | am still trying to work out whether this is
a result of pure guts and determination or just a serious case of a
shortage of brains’ A combination of both | don't doubt.

| remember one afternoon whilst out hawking | saw three
moorhens enjoying freshly drilled seed, they all noticed us and
made a dash forthe nearest cover, the slip was over 50 yards and
with only 20 yards to run | didn't give her very good odds, however
| gave her the benefit of the doubt and slipped her. The outcome
was very surprising, she pulled round and hit this moorhen right in
the front, knocking it flat on its' backside, slightly dazed, it got up
and continued to run only this time carrying, sorry dragging a
hawk under its’ belly. She then let go and re-positioned her grip
onto the moorhens back. Now, not being quite able to match up to
Linford Christie, | was unable to assist her in her struggle and
began my search in the cover into which she had been dragged,
I expectedtofind hersitting in an adjacent tree somewhat shaken
but not stirred. After ten minutes of no bells or response to the
whistle | heard the familiar cry coming from the ground, | looked
round and saw her sitting at the foot of a moorhens hole on the
other side of a small brook, absolutely drenched, she looked at
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Paul pays tribute

to a "Fine Hawk

For The Bush”

me with an expression which said where the hell were you when |
needed you? | can only assume that she held onto the moorhen
while it dived under the water in order to lose the company of its un-
welcome passenger.

To conclude, in my opinion, to fly a Sparrowhawk properly it
takes a special kind of falconer who can devote fulltime and atten-
tion, something of which | had difficulty doing because of studying.
Despite this | did notice, and couldn’t turn a blind eye to, the fact
that after each moult she became progressively more difficult to
handle and man and despite being only an arms length away from
her at dawn the morning after | lost her, she flew off and had al-
ready responded to the call of the wild. However, I've been keep-
ing track of her and | know she is still about because | have seen
her and herkills, she had field jesses on so has come to no harm

It is still my ambition to be good enough to be able to fly a
Sparrowhawk successfully, season in and season out. To date |
know of only one person who flew a sparrowhawk for 10 consecu-
tive seasons, he has now retired her to avoid losing her and who
can blame him? However until then | have some spare time on my
hands which will doubtless be taken up training my pointer pup for
the coming season, that is in between trying to pass my ‘A’ levels’
But who knows, maybe when the pheasant season has closed and
the rabbits are scarce | willcall upon a Sparrowhawk to provide me
with the frosty winter morning flights which | enjoy the most,
because | amsure allthose who have flown these birds will agree,
the Sparrowhawk really is a "Fine Hawk for the Bush™.

by Paul Clay

Paul with Mirahana after a successful mornings hunting
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The New Video by
Jemima Parry-Jones
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PHILIP SNOW

is a professional wildlife illustrator, whose work is regularly
published worldwide in books, magazines, prints and cards etc.,
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EXPRESS, BIRDWATCHING, BRITISH BIRDS, CHESHIRE
LIFE,INTERCONTINENTAL of N. York, Texas's OCEAN WORLD
and Turkey's TURQUOISE magazine etc.
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up the sport of falconry.

We strongly recommend that nobody should acquirea hawk
without first learning how to handle, feed it, and generally
see to its welfare.

We are the largest and oldest hawking club in the country.
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HOME FARM, HINTS, Nr. TAMWORTH,
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Probably the most intriguing of all falconers
birds is the Harris Hawk. Not only are its
looks unusual but its behaviour both in the
wild and in captivity sets it apart from other
raptors.

Inthe wild it is gregarious, hunting, roosting
and even breeding in groups sometimes
with one male mating with several females.
In falconry these social tendencies are
encouraged and within this relationship
imprinting need play no part.

Harris Hawks give the impression that they
actually enjoy being with people ratherthan
just tolerating them as most other raptors
do, they have been known to home to the
house orfly in through the open car window
and perch on the seat to await the falcon-
ers return. This trait can be a real nuisance
whenthe falconeris looking forwardto along
days hawking and the ‘lost’ bird s sitting in
the car waiting to go home!

While most falconers will have discovered
the positive side of Harris Hawks and con-
siderthem Gods gift to stress free hawking
many are not aware of the drawbacks.
Harris Hawks originate from the southern
United States and south through Mexico
and beyond, far warmer climes than the
cold and damp British Isles therefore great
care must be taken with them in the winter.
They are prone to frostbite and the cold
related ‘blain’ more correctly called bur-
situs which affects the end joint of the wing
around the alula. They should not be kept
tethered to low perches exposed to
draughts, damp or severe cold. Wind and
cold together produce what is now known
as the chill factor capable of lowering
ambient temperatures by many degrees.
If you mustkeep your Harris on a low perch
in winter ensure that it is in a well insulated
and draughtproof structure. Far betterkeep
it loose in a part roofed enclosed aviary
where it may have a choice of perching
sites. Of course adjust the hawks diet ac-
cording to the temperature so that it is
always flown in the highest possible condi-
tion commensurate with good behaviour.
The Americans have learned to their cost
that Harris Hawks are very susceptible to
carbon monoxide fumes, more so than other

raptors. Do take care when travelling birds
long distances that the vehicle is not suck-
ing in exhaust gas, this particularly applies
to flat backed vehicles, hatchbacks and
pick-up trucks with clip on tops which are
more common in the USA.

Harris’s are slim boned, light feathered
hawks that are slow to grow to full weight
and are often flown too soon at quarry that
is too large. Not only can this put the bird off
but can lead to broken limbs. Even a large
adult Harris will not tolerate the kind of
impacts that the rough tough Redtalil expe-
riences and flies away from almost daily.
A waterlogged Harris is a common experi-
ence, they love to hunt waterfowl. | have
seen them in Mexico hunting in a group of
half a dozen or so around the edge of a
shallow swamp. They invariably end up in
the water and are very unwaterproof! On
rainy days they become saturated very
quickly. | have resorted to the hair drier
more than once to bring a shivering Harris
back to normaltemperature. It makes sense
to leave the wetter parts of your hunting
ground until the end of the days hawking.
Inbreeding has resulted in many very poor
quality birds being produced. Some breed-
ers with an eye only on the money have de-
liberately inbred birds that are now show-
ing all the classic problems, small size young
with physical & skeletal defects many with
organ troubles, in fact just about very prob-
lem under the sun! Any genuine breeder
will tell you who these cowboys are and
remember even if the bird they offer you is
half price it is still too expensive! Some
have taken to importing Harris Hawks from
the surplus birds that the breeders have in
the USA. It would be naive to imagine that
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Female Harris Hawk

these left overs were anything more than
the ones that were unwanted by American
falconers and yes they have inbreeding
problems too!

The Harris afficianado will tell you that his
bird is the Superior race or whatever sub-
species when, if the truth were known,
Harris's were obtained from such a hotch-
potch of sources no one could even guess
what the domestic F2 & F3's origin was.
Even accepting that there are any subspe-
cies, remember the derogatory American
term for a Harris is ‘Clone’

After laying out all the problems let it be
said that | fly a Harris, | love Harris Hawks
forthey take all the pain and anguish out of
hawking.

Perhaps it is because | am getting older
thatcan no longertolerate the spoiled brat
sulking behaviour of the Goshawk and the
Harris is much quicker to train and harder
to lose than a Redtalil.

The Author [
with Female | :
Harris Hawk
Inset: Harris
Hawk down

a rabbit hole 8
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Sultana - The Heron

Sultana the Saker Falcon

g _

When | came to this country
about 36 years ago | was fortu-
nate enough to bring my Heron-
Saker Sultana with me. Atthat
time there were no such things
as import licences or quaran-
tine so we arrived happily here
with Sultana. | settled in at my
brother's place in Stratford and
naturally because Sultana was
usedtoflyingeveryday I started
to fly her in the fields around
Stratford. Also | went to the
friends | had corresponded with
from Hungary, Michael
Woodford, the Hon. Secretary
of the British Falconers Club
and Jack Mavrogordato, Tony
Foster, Stephen Frank etc.
When | was staying with
Michael Woodford | met Philip
Glasier. He lived in the neigh-
bouring village of Mellbury
Osmond in Dorset. There Iwas
flying Sultana to the lure for
him and Mike and lots of other
falconers. However my favour-
ite flying places were the marsh
fields near Stratford by the river
Avon where | walked nearly
every day when I stayed there.
Once it happened that when |
was flying Sultana and she was
in the air and | was swinging
the heron lure a heron got up
near the river from the reeds.
Sultana was just in that direc-

by Lorant

tion and you could see herthink-
ing that was just what she had
wanted since moving from the
fish farms on the Hungarian
Plains. So there she was off
after the heron who was flap-
ping his wings as fast as he
could and croaking to get as far
away from the Saker as he
could. Sultana was in her old
fighting mood in seconds and
swooped at the heron and nearly
lost her balance back into the
edge of the reeds, but in sec-
onds was back in the air again
flying as fast as she could. By
this time they were on the other
side of the river and | was really
worried. Luckily something
happened and the heron went
down in the bushy reeds and
disappeared fromthe Sakerand
| heard the bells of the Saker
from above the reeds and sud-
denly there she was flying to-
wards me. But somebody else
was also there not too far away
- a policeman. | already knew
that Herons, the same in Hun-
gary, are a protected species.
So there | was with my Sultana
in the air and also a policeman
leaning himself on a willow tree

o .

Sultana on grey heron killed on the bank of a little canal which is s
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Saker and Shakespeare

de Bastyai

watching carefully to see what
was happening. | picked up
Sultana from the lure using a
bit of chicken meat put the lure
into the Falconers Bag and
feeding Sultana on my fist
startedto walk towards the town
and towards the Policeman. My
greatest worry was that when |
picked up Sultanafromthe lure
the policeman was already
walking towards me. Naturally
when the policeman got to me
| stopped and said hello and |
remember that my voice was
not the strong one | use to call
backthefalcons. Perhaps | was
waiting for the policeman to
take out his notebook and
pencil and ask me some ques-
tions which | would find uncom-
fortable to answer. However he
didn't do any of those things
butsmiled at me and said "What
a shame she didn't get the
heron - it was-a marvellous
sight to see when the falcon
showed her courage and
chased a bird much biggerthan
herself”. | explained to the po-
licemanthat Iknew thatin Eng-
land, like Hungary that herons
are protected species and | was
glad Sultana hadn't got the
heron and broken the law. The
policeman told me he was an
angler and he knew that her-
ons take lots of fish from the
river Avon. During the walk to
town | fed Sultana with some
shin of beef after the chicken
so that she should know she
had done very well and come
back from the heron so obedi-
ently. When we got nearto the
town the policeman said
goodbye and went on his way.
| started walking towards the
town because | have always
wanted to see Shakespeare's
grave. | never managed to go
before because | had been
carrying Sultana on my fist. This
time | had Sultana on my fist
but standing in the door of the
church was the vicar who was
waiting for a coach load of
American tourists. When | was
near to the church the vicar
asked if he could come and look
at my falcon. Naturally | told
him he could with great pleas-
ure. After he had looked and
praised the bird he suddenly
said “I've seen you several

times walking with your falcon
and | thought you might one
day come into the church and
look around”. Naturally | an-
swered, “How could | come in
with abird on my fist - | couldn’t
just leave her outside on the
back of a bench” “No” said the
vicar “You should bring your
magnificent falcon into the
church like in medieval times
the noblemen did and the la-
dies”. So that was a great en-
couragement for me and | took
Sultana into church. | was
standing silently before the
grave of Shakespeare and his
family and was speculating how
many falcons Shakespeare
knew and he referred to them
in nearly all his poems and
writings. Whilst thinking about
these things | had not noticed
that two or three coach loads of
American tourists had arrived
and filled up the church com-
pletely. Suddenly I noticed that
Sultana’'s tail was starting to
come very slowly but surely up
which meant that in any minute
she would drop something on
the graves. With all the Ameri-
can tourists behind me | could
not reach the door of the church
because Shakespeare’s grave
was at the other end, not even
it 1 ran like a rabbit or a grey-
hound. | was thinking that Sul-
tana was going to leave a white
mark on Shakespeare’s grave
and all the American tourists
would be able to help the vicar
to lynch me. My other thought
was to put my hunting hat dis-
cretely and nicely below the tail
of the saker so that's what | did
and Sultana dropped her "white
card” in the middle of my fal-
coner's hat. It was all so dis-
crete that nobody noticed ex-
cept myself because after fif-
teen minutes | walked fromthe
church towards my brother's
house and it started to rain. |
forgot , all about what was in
the falconer's hat and put it
nicely on my head. Only laterin
the afternoon when the barber
was speculating about what
kind of haircream leaves a dry
white thing on your head and
he washed my hair. For long
years afterwards the white
mark remained in my hunting
hat to remind me of the church
in Stratford on Avon where
Shakespeare and his family are
buried.

Sultana catching the wing of a heron (Photographs and draw-
ings are over 35 years old)

Photograph by Dr Zultan Tildy

Sultana versus herons on the rice fields
Drawing by Peter Udurnoki
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Help and Hints

All tied up?

Dear David and Lyn,

A number of Falconers are concerned about the practice of using
cable-ties as bell bewits. Most of you will have seen the method
and | hope rejected it. Instead of using leather bewits a cable-tie is
passed around the leg and through the bell loop. When this idea
was first used it was soon found that when you nipped the end of
the tie off a tiny piece was still exposed. A Hawk might pull at this
thereby tightening the tie and strangulating the blood supply to her
foot. The problem was solved by slipping a length of tubing over
the cable-tie so preventing the tie from closing. O.K. what are the
advantages of the cable-tie over leather bewits? Well its neat,
doesn't come loose and is quicker and easier to fit than leather
bewits, so saving time and trouble. | wonder what Jack Mavro’
would say about that? He said “ If you are looking for a sport in
which you can save yourself trouble, falconry is not for you ! *
Right,so what are the disadvantages you ask?

One. But one writ very large. One which responsible Falconers
must consider. All Falconers are agreed that every effort should be
made to ensure that a lost Hawk survives in the wild. Take the lost
Hawk wearing leather bewits. Soon the leather will weaken and
break. The Hawk parts company with the bell and bewit and is
unencumbered. Now look at the Hawk wearing a cable-tied bell.
When the bell loop breaks the bell will drop off leaving the cable-
tie still around the leg. The cable-tie will probably never come off.
Sooner or later the Hawk will become caught up and hang or will
suffer an injury when something goes between the tie and the leg.
Traditional jesses were used until Guy Aylmer thought of some-
thing betterwhich practically everyone uses.Let us continue to use
traditional materials like leather and if you don't like traditional or
button bewits why not try one of the other methods. Try a tail bell
or a neek bell,attach a bell to the aylmeri through a very small
eyelet or use a bewit joined by an eyelet through which you attach
the bell. Why not send in your ideas on bell fitting to Raptork?

APOLOGY

In our Spring '91 issue we
printed a letter by Wendy

in any way connected to any
of the vets who write for or

Smith of Northants, aboutthe
importance of agoodvet. We
have had a good, positive
response to it but also it would
seemwe have offended some
people along the way. So; we
would like to state that neither
of the vets in the article were

advertise with us.And as they
are advertising with us they
are obviously a good choice
foranyone seeking veterinary
advice ortreatment for one of
their birds. We would like to
apologise for any offence
caused, none was meant.

A FALCONRY
eview

A FALCONRY
MANUAL.

Frank L. Beebe

Frank L. Beebe has managed to pro-
duce a comprehensive Falconry
manual that successfully works on | FESE o /@ N2 TaT5) 0 o)
two levels. The first level offers an L=

accurate and informative source of knowledge for the novice,
whilst the second level delivers to the more experienced practitio-
ner a good quantity of Falconry gems and titbits that should keep
him interested throughout the more standard stuff.

The main aim of the manual is to provide sound instruction in the
art of Falconry.

The manual covers the great majority of Falcons and Hawks,
taking care not to assume too much of the reader. This classifying
of the birds takes just under half of the entire book. The rest of the
pages are used to examine; Falconry equipment, care and atten-
tion of your bird, training, capturing wild raptors, hunting, etc.

All sections are well covered. Diagrams attempt o illustrate how to
make more of the equipment required, while the training section is
offered in a helpful step by step manner. Fortunately the hunting
section is the last chapter, because by the time you've reached
and devouredthis part you cannot help butfeel eagerto get up and
go and fly your pride and joy.

The inclusion of a section on how to capture wild raptors was
somewhat disturbing for a country which has outlawed such acts.
However he goes to great lengths to make sure that none of his
trapping devices causes any unnecessary stress.

All the same allowing for the fact that learning Falconry from a
manual is the same as learning to drive from an armchair. Mr
Beebe has compiled a coherent work that will long be a source of
reference for Falconers, old and new alike.

Price £9.95 + £1.00 p+p From OWLS NEST BOOKSHOP, BIRD-
WORLD, HOLT POUND, FARNHAM, SURREY GU104LD

A FIST FULL OF
FEATHERS

‘A Fist Full of Feathers’ is, as Chris
Neal of The Rehabilitation Centre in
Hagley, tells us 'a light hearted look
at modern day Falconry.’

Although it begins back in the reign
of Charles 1, when Falconry was at
its’ zenith, we are soon brought back
to the Twentieth Century as we are
invited to watch a baby Barn Owl
emerging from its’ shell and then
compare its’ size with that of ‘Oswald’
a baby Bengalese Eagle Owl.

We are then introduced to 'Sweep’, a very sooty Tawny Owl,
brought to the centre, having been saved from an untimely death
down a ladies chimney. No prizes for guessing why they call him
Sweep.

‘Tubbs’ the male Kestrel, illustrates the pure beauty of a small
falcon flying to the lure.

The video also covers school children enjoying Raptors at first
hand as they learn about the need for conservation, (the children
that is not the raptors).

Having seen Chris fly a male Saker Falcon at a partridge and on
the day of filming bag a rook, we watch Tally get down to some
serious hunting, taking a very large squirrel and a rabbit.

This is just a taste of what proves to be a very enjoyable and action
packed sixty minutes of film that will delight non-falconers and
falconers alike.

Price £20 inc. p+p. Available from: The Falconry Centre, Kidder-
minster Rd South, Hagley, West Mids.

If you would like The Falconers and
Raptor Conservation Magazine to review
a book, video etc. please contact us at
20 Bridle Road, Burton Latimer,
Nr. Kettering, Northants., NN15 5QP.
Telephone: (0536) 722794.
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CLASSIFIEDS

TELEPHONE (0536) 722794

BOOKS FOOD SUPPLIES TAXIDERMIST VETERINARY |

BOOKS on all aspects of
Shooting, Fishing, Natural History,
Birds of Prey, etc.

Wanted and for sale.
Catalogues by requesl.
Hereward Books, 32 High St.,
Haddenham, Eley, Cambs.,
Tel: (0353) 740821.

FURNITURE

SCOT-BELLS
FALCONRY FURNITURE
and
CUSTOM KNIVES
damascus blades forged to order, details
from
JOHN McCOLL, 35 GREEN STREET,
STONEHOUSE, LANARKSHIRE,
SCOTLAND ML9 3LW
TEL: 0698 792223

COURSES

*It is an offence to sell or offer to buy or sell most birds (and other animals dead or alive. without a licence or exception
from the Department of the Environment, or (for dead birds only) registration under section 6 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981. All advertisements should be accompanied by a declaration form obtainable, with an explana-
tory note, from the Advertisement Manager*

GLEN MANOR
Fresh & Frozen Chicks
& Turkey Poults

£3.50 per 100 (approx)
£32.50 per 1000 (approx)

Collection only

Leics. Area (053759) 2025
Yorks. Area (0977) 676113
Cumb. Area (09314) 273
Lincs. Area ( 0406) 380076
Ozxon. Area (0869) 242248

PHILIP P LEGGETT
TAXIDERMIST BIRDS,
MAMMALS, FISH,
SCULPTED, MODELLED
AND MOUNTED TO
HIGHEST STANDARD.
TEL. BOLTON (0204) 23622.

Glos. Area (0594) 530424

D.of.E. Registered Taxidermist
requires all legitimate birds of

Prey.
Best price paid.
BIRDS P]e:fs?: ring:-
Morcot (057287) 531
for further details
1991 BUZZARDS RS
Parent reared TAXIDERMY
; : . STUDIOS
Ring David Wilson Best prices paid for deceased,
on 0536 722794 legitimate Birds of Prey
Telephone 0475 856681

HAWKSPORT

For hunting or courses
please ring
Biff or Philip
on 0531 821753

WANTED

Male Redtail,
for breeding project.
Buy or loan, for 1992
Ring 0536 722794

DOGS

Trained "English" and
yerman Pointers.
Experienced Grouse,
Pheasant and Rabbits.
From £450.

Guy Wallace
0874 754311

To advertise in the classified section of

THE FALCONERS
& RAPTOR CONSERVATION MAGAZINE

telephone

(0536) 722794

or write to:

The Editors, 20 Bridle Road, Burton Latimer, Nr. Kettering, Northants., NN15 5QP.

A GREAT DAY OUT

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 10.30am - 5.00pm

BIRDS FLOWN DAILY (Weather permitting)
FALCONRY COURSES AVAILABLE
FROM SEPTEMBER 1990 TO MARCH 1991

SERVICES

SOUTH BEECH
VETERINARY
SURGERY

SURGICAL SEXING (with Microchip
Identification if required) of
monomorphic birds.
Telephone A.D.Malley MRCVS,
Veterinary Surgeon, Wickford, Essex.
(0268) 560660, Fax: (0268) 562083.

f] Peter W Scott

MSc.BVSc MRCVS.MIBiol

8 |*¥surgical sexing,
E' microchip ID, etc
Winchester (0962)-883895

cellphone (0836)-217686
fax (0962)-881790

SITS VACANT

FALCONER AND BIRDS
WANTED
New Falconry Centre - Franchise and
Housing available.

Full time, married, franchisee required.
Must have wide selection of birds
and experience.

50,000 visitors per armum including
school children.

Business experience, stamina and
co-operative nature essential.
Apply in writing, before 30th September:
The Falconers and Raptor Conservation
Magazine, 20 Bridle Road, Burton Latimer,
Nr. Kettering, Northants NN15 5QP.

An opportunity has arisen for
an experienced Falconer with
own birds to work on
Airfields and Landfill sites in
Various areas.

Full time posiiion,
accommodation available.
Good salary offered.

For more details please ring

0536 723195.

Weycock Road, Barry, S.Glam (0446) 734687




Hawlk

and
Owl Trust

The Hawk and Owl Trust is holding the first International
Conference on “Biology and Conservation of Small
Falcons” from 6th - 8th September 1991 at the University of
Kent, Canterbury.

International speakers will cover breeding ecology, health
and disease, hunting and foraging, captive breeding and
associated research. Registration is open to all.

Details from: Fiona Swingland, DICE, University of Kent,
Canterbury, Kent CT2 7NY

GRUMBACH INCUBATOR &
IBE INTENSIVE CARE MODULE

“A great team! The best for your
egg and chick”

INTERNATIONAL
B} = NERNATORA
E| BREEDING

» 5'7, EQUIPMENT LD

THE WEST MIDLANDS GREAT COUNTRY EVENT OF 1991

s V‘% SAM]

RAGLEY HALL - ALCESTER
SAT 1771 & SUN 187 AUG. 1991

2 -l 5 \)‘ ! Starts 10am - Bpm. Arena Events commence 12 NOON
B MAIN ARENA EVENTS W EXHIBITIONS N DISPLAYS B DEMONSTRATIONS B TUITION & ADVICE B

I COMPETITIONS M OVER 150 QUALITY TRADESTANDS B PLUS MUCH MUCH MORE
B FALCONRY B WORKING GUNDOG CENTRE M CRAFTS M

FREE CAR PARKING -Admission: Adults £5.00 Children & Senior Citizens £3.00
Under 11's FREE iif mpanied by an adult)

nt, St Athan, S.Glamorg
el. No:0446 750248

n, CF6 9PE.

RALLYE B CLAY SHOOTING (i8v waps oniy) B AIRGUNNING B MINK HOUNDS
| S R ol Ao O
 NATIONAL WORKING TERRIER FEDER IONSHIP FINAL B
|FROM HORMANDY| W SIDE SADDLE DISPLAYS ® HELICOPTER RIDES M | SHAAY ML)

o @
O
-
ENN
BEs..
Phices start from L695 Price £495.00

10 Beaulieau Road, Alum Chine,
Westhourne, Bournemouth, Dorset
Tel & Fax: (0202) 762854

EN

VISA

Formerly Alum Chine Birds

GRUMBACH INCUBATOR
The finest in German Engineering. Solid state, automatic turn
and humidity, and digital controls. Models from 84-432 chicken
egE capacity.

INTENSIVE CARE MODULE
Now available British manufactured. The perfect environment for
vour baby Parrol, chick or small animal. Digital heat and humidity
control - temperature fail alarm, Module totally detachable for safe
easy cleaning — the perfect brooder.

only available from IBE - CONTACT CHRIS GRIFFIN

- e Tl -
; L)

]

|

|

/

-

Long Sutton, Lincolnshire
OPEN MARCH 16th - NOVEMBER 3rd
DAILY 10am to épm
Hundreds of free flying exotic BUTTERFLIES inside
one of Britains largest walkthrough tropical houses.

INSECTARIUM - Compelling Exhibifs such as scorpions

W, and Tarantulas

<, M %

MOUSE HOUSE - See mice af work, rest
'MVN\,@ and play, it's fascinating 1!
Gift Shop, Country Fayre Shop and Tea Room.

15 ACRES of Fun Outdoors - Farm animal centre - Large
adventure playground - Nature trail - Pets Comer -
Wildflower meadows - Herbs.

0 e miste checs bty e s 0839 222012

Party Rates available from Butterfly Park,
Long Sufton, Lincolnshire.
7 ,f.JUST FOLLOW THE SIGNS OFF A17 LONG SUTTON
P BYPASS




Falcon Fine Arts

Present the

ARAB HOOD

One from the MEWS COLLECTION £180.00 plus £3.25p&p
Limited edition of 750 worldwide.

Over the years different regions of the world have developed
their own particular styles of hood. The ARAB HOOD used in the
Middle East for centuries, is now very popular amongst falconers
today.

This superbly detailed Arab Style hood is HAND CRAFTED in
STERLING SILVER made to half actual Peregrine Tiercel size. It
stands on a highly polished mahogany base and is complimented
with a glass dome. Each one is hallmarked and numbered by the
artist and is accompanied by a Certificate of Authenticity making
this an extremely desirable ANTIQUE OF THE FUTURE.

To order your ARAB HOOD simply complete the order form
below. You may pay the amount in full or convenient instalments of
£90.00 plus £3.25p&p. You may also reserve your Arab Hood by
telephoning (0768) 64718

U.K. Order form

To:- Falcon Fine Arts, Keepers Cottage, Inglewood Bank,
Penrith, Cumbria CA11 8RZ

Please send me an Arab Hood. | enclose my cheque for
(please tick box)
[] THE FULL AMOUNT OF £180.00 plus £3.25 P&P
[] THE FIRST INSTALMENT OF £90.00 plus P&P

| understand that | will be invoiced 5 R P e e S e

forthe balance of £90.00 prior to
despatch of my Arab Hood

If | am not delighted with my Arab
Hood | can return it intact to
Falcon Fine Arts within 7 days for
a complete refund.

As each Arab hood is hand
crafted please allow 6-8 weeks
for delivery

AT L et Ve s e b

B 1 S e el s

RONALD A BILLINGSLEY
ARTIST

6 New limited edition prints

measuring 7" x 10",
signed and numbered:- 750

Price per single print £8.00 inc. P&P

Price per single print mounted and
framed 15" x 12" £20.00 inc. P&P

Direct orders with remittance to:-

RICHMOND ARTS
114 DINAS LANE
ROBY
LIVERPOOL
L36 2NT

ALSO PORTRAITS UNDERTAKEN
E.G. YOU WITH YOUR FAVOURITE
BIRD (HAWK OR OTHERWISE)
PLEASE RING 051 489 6189

FOR DETAILS AND QUOTE

GOSHAWK PEREGRINE

3

SPARROW HAWK REDTAIL HAWK EAGLE




