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SLC BINOCULAR
MODEL ILLUSTRATED 8 x 30 SIX MODELS IN THE RANGE

The compact SL model has a new roof prism system to provide a !
neat and lightweight binocular you can take anywhere. Like its big !
brother the prisms are first laser aligned then secured so they are
shock resistant. This process also eliminates those slight
mis-alignments which you can't usually see, but

can cause eye-strain and sometimes headaches.

FULLY
WATERPROOF

FULLY
WATERPROOF

AT80 TELESCOPE

With a large 80mm diameter objective

lens, the latest AT80 observation scope

gives optimal performance even in poor light.
Exchangeable oculars with bayonet catch and
replaceable turn-back eyecups make for
comfortable viewing, whilst ultra-fast focusing
down to 6m provides a good all-round range. An
integrated optik adapter enables the connection
of a reflex camera for a new dimension in close-
up photography.

FULLY
WATERPROOF

8 x 20 B COMPACT BINOCULARS

The pocket sized Habicht 8 x 20 B binoculars
represent the latest in state-on-the-art
technology. Featuring a wide field of view with
high-resolution image, they are the latestin a
superb range of binoculars from Swarovski Optik,

noted for its excellence in high quality optical performance.

All Swarovski Optik products are
manufactured in Austria and carry a full warranty.

For further information and a full colour brochure please write to:
SWAROVSKI UK LIMITED,

One The Boulevard, Blackmoor Lane, Watford, Herts. WD1 8YW. ‘
Telephone: 0923 816366. Telefax: 0923 816005, Telex: 24958 SWARO G. ThC natural ChOlceo
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AR5 The beginning of the year got off to a very worrying start, February 14th saw the
rejection of the Wild Mammals Bill by a very small margin, just 12 votes. When the

SUMMER 1992 Bill resurfaces, AND IT WILL, please make the effort and write to your MP. There

are over 5,000,000 sportsmen and women in the country and only a small amount

N 11 bothered to write. Don't leave it to other people, it is your sport as well.

0. On a lighter note, we would like to thank all those who have contributed to the

Front cover photograph: magazine over the last two and a half years - keep the ink flowing. We would also

New Zealand Falcon like to receive more of your letters and would like to hear of ways in which you think

by Chris Christofou we could improve the magazine.

Published quarterly by: : :

FALCON PUBLISHING In our last issue we mistakenly reported that there was to be a celebrity opening at

Muncaster Owl Centre on the 19th May. This in actual fact took place last year.

Z’;: : ‘::‘a‘;,’:.'ﬁ Repiar We would like to thank Chris Christofou for painting this issue’s front cover
agazine . SR

D & LR Wilson picture of a New Zealand Falcon. Chris is very concerned about Raptor

20 Bridle Road, conservation. If you wish to see more of his work, he will be exhibiting, along

Burton Latimer, with other artists, at the Falconers Fair at Stoneleigh.
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BOOIRS

Eagles, Hawks and Falcons of the World, Brown &
Amadon. 2nd edition. Reduced from £39.95 t0.£29.95

Falconry, Arts and Practice./ Emma Ford........... £16.99
Seasons with a Kestrel. Gordon Riddle.............. £16.95
Birds of Prey in the British Isles. Brian P. Martin £16.99
Owls. Chris Mead £6.95

Eagles. John A. Love ..£6.95

All current and many out of print Falconry and Raptor
books available.
Postage is extra. Telephone orders are preferred.

Access / Visa / Mastercard

COCH-Y-BONDDU BOOKS (Paul Morgan)
Penegoes, Machynlleth, SY20 8NN

0654 702837

7=
/ [an Vance
= falconry
g ‘<~ Suppliers of prestigious
/N “\_  falconry furniture
LN Swivels, Bells, Hoods, Gloves and
i much, much more.

Furniture renowned for style and
quality by Ian Vance.

Large Stocks — Prompt Despatch

For new 1992 catalogue please contact:-
Ian Vance, 10 Beauvale Crescent, (Falconers Magazine),

i_] Hucknall, Nottingham NG15 6PA.
IB Tel: (0602) 633836 @

il Cottage Metos

"I don't remember when [ last had a holiday!" Sounds
familiar? Don't despair! We have the answer to your
problem.

Experienced falconer / owl keepers have purpose-built
accommodation for boarding any species of raptor.

Clean, secure mews / weatherings with 24-hour
supervision.  Variety of food available to suit all
customers! Birds taken on a daily / weekly basis - rates
on application. Close to M4, M40, M25, M3.

Opening shortly. Please ring Sue or Di for further
details on 0734 696501/340301.

This
years

f a i r
promises to be
even better than the
previous two with just about
every aspect of raptors and
falconry fully covered. The fair
will follow its previously
successful formula, which has
been expanded to provide more
entertainment, and will also
include some new items. There
really will be something for
everyone that has even the
slightest interest in raptors or
falconry.

The display of raptor orientated
art will be a great deal larger than
last year and a lot more artists will
have their work on show. There
will of course be a tinge of sadness
to this part of the fair as both John
Haywood and Ken Wood have
passed away since last year.
Fortunately, their work remains
and will serve as a permanent
memory to them. They will both
be sadly missed.

Raptor Rescue will be in
attendance again and will put on a
static display as usual. This
organisation does a tremendous
amount of work in re-habilitating
raptors and should be supported in
their endeavours.

The

flying displays will be given

by Bryan Paterson, Terry Large
and various friends, and are sure
to be up to their normal very high
standard.There will be several
displays each day in the main
arena, and also a superb static
display on the shaded weathering
ground. Most species of raptor
used in modern falconry will be
represented. But a word of
warning. please do not bring a
hawk or falcon with you unless
you have been asked to do so by
the organisers, To turn up with a
hawk on the fist will only lead to a
refusal of admission.

Another main arena attraction
that proved a massive success last
year was the Falconers Dog talk
and display by Gordon Ayers.
Practically all the breeds currently
used by falconers for their sport
will be there. Gordon’s light-
hearted and informative talk went
down really well with the crowd
and should prove equally popular
this year. Itis hoped to have a
Bracco Italiano present. This is a
little known Italian breed of

RAY PRIOR FALCONRY
EQUIPMENT,

Norreys, Newbury, Berks,
RG16 0TU.

A full range of top quality Falconry
equipment at affordable prices.
S.A.E. or phone for 1991 price list.

Coping, Imping, Bell and Jess fitting.
Frozen quail and chicks usually available (collection only)

Falconry tuition for beginners on a one-10-one basis
(maximum two persons)

Callers always welcome, but please phone first

New Brochure Now Available

TAXIDERMY

by
Martin Bennett

Commission work undertaken
please phone for quotation.
Top prices paid for specimens.

Telephone 056482 6671 or eve. 021 430 2334
Lower Inkford Farm, Alcester Road,
Wythall, Birmingham B47 6DL

4 Hackney Bottom, Hampstead

For a personal, friendly service phone Ray on (0635) 200545

FALCONRY

rasconsr”

SUPPLIES

Smestow Watermill, Heath Mill Road, Wombourne

WYV5 8AP. Telephone: 0902 898213
We are suppliers of all types of Falconry and Hawking Equipment.
Le., Blocks, Bows, Baths, Portable Weatherings.
Bells in both Brass and Nickel Silver - in fact, you name it "We
supply it."
One "Offs" to your design a speciality.
Phone anytime for immediate attention.
This Quarter SIO - Bells SM MD - £6.50 per pair
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Hunter,
Pointer/Retriever of which there
only about twenty or so in the
country. Also look out for “Lady”,
a lovely little Brittany Spaniel that
is really enthusiastic and happy
dog.

New to the fair this year will be
a series of half hour talks covering
just about everything connected
with raptors. Dr Nick Fox will be
speaking on captive breeding in
general. There will also be talks
on Barn Owl breed and release,
veterinary aspects, incubation and
the breed and release scheme
covering the Red Kite. These
seminars will take place on both
days so that no one need miss any
of the talks to take in something
clse.

Amongst the stands there will
be three significant newcomers to
the fair.“Cage and Aviary Birds”
Magazine. The Department of the
Environment and the Hawk Board.
The DoE and the Hawk Board will
be there to answer any questions
covering legislation concerning
birds of prey.

One of this years innovations

be a

two day
tcket. These
will include access
to limited camping
facilities and to the entertainment
that has been laid on for the
Saturday night. Normally, this is
for stall holders only, but these two
day tickets are limited and are on a
first come, first served basis.
Those that are interested should
ring Organiser Ron Morris on
0588 672708 as soon as possible.

As with the previous two years
Lorant de Bastyai will be visiting
the fair and chatting to falconers
young and old. This grand old
man of the sport always has an
encouraging word and a warm
smile for fellow falconers, whether
they be old hands or complete
NewCcomers.

As well as all the stands
connected with falconry there will
also be the normal array of country
sport related stands and
entertainments. Plus, of course,
plenty of refreshment stands, both
liquid and otherwise. All in all,
just about everything has been
allowed for and taken care of.
This years fair should prove to be
as popular and as friendly as ever.

So make sure you are there.

Debbie
0384 265461

ESCOPTISH ACA

Falconry. plCONRY

Exciting All Absorbing Holiday
With a Difference l ,

Scotlands renowned centre offers holidays in
which you will be flying falcons and hawks, in
scenic and beautiful Border countryside.

& RELATED STUDIES
From Novice to Advanced courses including
falconry from horseback.
Fully residential status. We cater for all age
groups.
Send now for full colour brochure or telephone
L.& D.M. Durman-Walters. The Scottish Academy of Falconry
& Related Studies, Hyndlee, Bonchester Bridge, Hawick TD9 9TB
Telephone: 045086 666.

FOULD UP DIRECTIONAL AERIALS FOR
FALCONRY RESEARCH
AERIAL FREQUENCY'’S 173-226-216
THIS AERIAL OUTPERFORMS ANY EXISTING
YAGI, SPECIALLY DESIGNED FOR FALCONRY
TO MEET THE NEED FOR A SMALLER MORE
COMPACT AND DIRECTIONAL UNIT.

AERIAL SIZE
81/2" X 21/8" X 11/4n
Tel: 0609 771288

Forge Cottage
Danby Wiske
Northallerton

North Yorkshire
DL7 ONF

WINNIE HANRAHAN

Oil Painter and Pastelist
Accepts commissions for Portraits and Paintings of
Falcons, Raptors, Gun Dogs, Sporting Dogs,
Horses, Domestic Animals and Wildlife.

Her work will be on show at the British Falconry
& Raptor Fair, Stoneleigh, Warwickshire
16th & 17th

All enquiries to:
Winnie Hanrahan,
West Cottage, Melford Road, Acton,
Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 0BA.

Tel: (0787) 73722

ay ‘92.

QUALITY EQUIPMENT SUPPLIED BY ROY
HART

NOW IRIGAIDYE YOUIR
FIRITE 1992 CATAILLOGUS

Twelve pages of the finest handcrafted
equipment using only the best quality
materials and made -

exclusively in our
own workshops.
Send S.A.E to:-

G‘Tl_m
FALCONER"
“Woodcliffe”
L Rhych Avenue

PORTHCAWL
Mid-Glamorgan =

CF36 5DB. -\ { (S
§

Tel: 0656
788687 Simply the best in the field!
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DOGS IN FALCONRY

“Biggles”

hose falconers thinking in terms

I of obtaining a setter to assist in
controlled quarry location and
subsequent flush will undoubtedly
appreciate the added satisfaction
gained in utilizing the “available”
abilities of a suitably trained canine
assistant. They are not without
precedent; as early as 1387 Gaston
Phoebus wrote of “les chiens d’oysel”
and two hundred years later in George
Turberville’s “The Book ST
of Faulconrie or
Hawking” we read
“How necessary a
thing a Spanell (setter)
is to falconrie and for
those that use that

pastime, keeping
hawkes for their
pleasure and

recreation, | deem no
man doubteth as well
as to spring and
retrieve a fowl, being
flown to the mark, as
also divers other ways
to assist and ayde
falcons and
goshawks.”
Contemplating preceding that earlier
word “available” with a qualifying
“readily” would not strictly be accurate,
since potentially good dogs are neither
effortlessly procurable nor particularly
cheap, which may well account for the
fact that some falconers use slightly
flawed material, in that the dog may
have a fault or indeed several faults
which might preclude their use in trial
competition but would not prevent the
dog being a useful worker and would
understandably reduce the cost of a
dog to perhaps more acceptable levels
for this particular purpose. There are as
those who have followed the articles by
Guy Wallace will be aware, several

EE=wW T 3

breeds of pointing/setting dog from
which to make selection and since |
have been associated for over forty
years with the Gordon Setter and their
working consideration | would hope to
acquaint the reader with the more
relevant facts concerning this particular
breed.

Whilst hesitating to suggest that the
Gordon can trace origins back in time
as distant as the ancient and
honourable sport of hawking, certainly
they were around well before firearms,
probably known as the Black and Tan
Setter, when the net cast over the covey
was the alternative to hawking, and
some dogs to this day will still go down

- s ko

Gawcott Aviator "Biggles”. An unusual tri-coloured Gordon Setter.

at the point/set as if to allow the net to
be the more easily thrown over and in
front of them.

| have already qualified the breed
lines under discussion by mentioning
working consideration and this is a most
important factor, since there are
considerable numbers in this breed that
have seen no work for many years, are
totally unsuitable for finding and holding
game or indeed for training since they
appear to have lost the ability to absorb
and retain instruction together with
partial or complete mental abberation at
the first whiff of game scent.

Fortunately there is however, a core
of handsome aristocratic

—y— 5T

representatives of the breed which have
over the last two decades risen again to
the top of the league in field trials as
well as in the shooting situation where
dogs are used to locate game and are
shot over; a convention in which,
incidentally there is a pronounced
revival.

The origins of the conventional
colouring black with tan points, are lost
in the mists of time and in fact for many
years the fourth Duke of Gordon who
gave the breed the name, introduced a
good deal of white, producing tri-
coloured specimens which can still
occasionally be seen today.

Known also as the Scottish Setter,
rather more ruggedly
built than the Irish and
English setter, examples
of this breed are well
known as a one man dog
that will work all day and
every day at a steady
rate to produce game.

My experience of
working these dogs for
the falconer is confined
to the grouse moor but
reports from others
indicate that  the
combination also works
very well on all low
ground game and this
breed can also be
trained to readily point
fur. There was doubt at
one stage as to their suitability for
hawking when considering the
occasional difficulty encountered by
handlers not easily marking a point
because of the subdued colouring of the
dog, thus implying that a falcon waiting
on may have the same problem, but
experience suggests that in fact the
darker dog appears to stand out from
the ground cover quite starkly from
above and is easily seen, somewhat
illogically contrasting with the reaction
of the quarry bird which will often lie to
the darker colouring of a Gordon, but
flush wildly at some distance to a dog
carrying more resplendent coat

6 The Falconers & Raptor Conservation Magazine



GORDON SETTERS -

. 5‘.@

colouring.

Gordons appear to be singularly well
suited to working in conjunction with the
falconer; every handler working within
this context is well aware of the
difficulties in persuading game birds to
lift readily when there is a raptor on high
and Gordons seem to be possessed of
the patience and tenacity to bring about
the flush despite this understandable
reluctance. Shakespeare was
obviously well acquainted with such
obduracy when he had Warwick say:

“Neither the king nor he that loves
him best,

The proudest he that holds up
Lancaster,

Dares stir a wing if Warwick shake
his bells.”

Puppies of this breed are the slowest
to mature of the setter breeds and do
not develop full potential until their
fourth year, creating the need for an
early alliance with one person to whom
they are able and willing to give their full
and unqualified allegiance.

Ease of training is on a par with the
other breeds and variations in extremes
of learning ability are not normally
experienced.

The gene pool of working dogs is not
large, having declined since the
beginning of this century when large

" Altzaga Blacksmith of Assarts "Foego”, F.T.W

. e ."' 413

numbers of Gordon setters
maintained for shooting over
dogs dwindled until few
remained, consequent upon
the arrival of driven bird
shooting as popularised by
the Prince Consort, thus
making pointing and setting
dogs virtually redundant.
Imports from Norway and
the U.S.A. over the last
decade have ensured
stabilization of bloodlines, but
there are very few breeders
who specialize in the true

" working dog, including a small

number in Ireland and it may
be necessary to wait for a
puppy for several months.
Young stock vary in price, but
the usual cost of
an eight week
old registered |
pup with parvo | &
vaccination
might be £200 -
£250 at the
kennel gate,
whilst a started
dog could be
double that
amount.
Trained dogs
are rarely

“Dandan”

Hifalutin Danny “DanDan”,
Irish Breed

available and because of
the intensive training
involved, expensive; you
could be looking at four
figures. All breeders wil!
be anxious to provide a
pup that will fulfil your
expectations and you can
assume full and frank co-

£ 0

(tri-éoioured)

operation to achieve a
mutually satisfactory
result. | leave you with Whyte Melville’s
lines:

"Foego”

“There are men both good and wise
who hold that in a future state,

Dumb creatures we have cherished
here below

Shall give us joyous greeting when
we reach the golden gate;

Is it folly that | hope it may be so?”

If you require further information
about the Gordon setter availability,
training techniques etc., please feel free
to contact me through the Editor of The
Falconers Magazine or by telephone
0993 811854.
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7 7 THE BRITISH Dl
7 /5 P;gcki[:\nm OF
FALCONRY -
Z East of England Z S COUNTRYSIDE
'//' 7 ACTIVITIES
ot g2 | RAPIOREAR S
:;;' Country’s newest J ‘/ /5 © Birds of Prey Arena
A 2= © Falconry & Associated
;;and most exciting S 5/ LS ’ "
7  Birds of Prey %, N\ The CoUNTRY SPORTSMAN'S SHOW T
VA // / / Art Exbibitioa
./A Centres- /‘/// ’ ./A © Craht Fair
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7. Stockists of top quality Falconry Furniture. ;; Under LIS FREE
7 Z. Ample FREE
V7 . 7z CAR PARKING
7 StJacobs Hall, Laxfield, Suffolk. 7
Z Tel: (0986) 798844 7 i
7 4
AR R ¥
—
is a professional wildlife illustrator, whose work is regularly " F A L C 0 N R
published worldwide in books, magazines, prints and cards etc., y
suchas BBC WILDLIFE, COLLINS, R.S.P.B., AMERICAN O R I G I N A L S
EXPRESS, BIRDWATCHING, BRITISH BIRDS, CHESHIRE LIFE, .
INTERCONTINENTAL of N.York, Texas's OCEAN WORLD and have their first permanent exhibition
Turkeys TURQUOISE magazine etc. of falconry equipment and products.
He has exhibited in many of Londons top venues, i.e. THE SOUTH The Craft Centre unit has on display and
BANK, THE BARBICAN, ASS. OF ILLUSTRATORS, SOCIETY OF for sale, everything in the current catalogue
WILDLIFE ARTISTS, THE TRYON GALLERY, THE DESIGN (over 200 items), all of which have been
CENTRE, OLYMPIA, and in the R.A. exhibition of BRITISH ART in hand-crafted using the finest materials,
Saudi Arabia. He specialises in raptors in landscape, particularly in EERENGS h litv of finish which
flight and welcomes commissions. The illustrations in this issue, of maintaining the quality o .
Scottish raptors; are closely has made Falconry Originals a worldwide name.
based on his own field Come and see our great range, and learn about an
sk(cajt%hes andt o;gn dpgf);o'% ancient and fascinating sport.
and he has studied birds :
many countries.lThat illuslt[:a- Falconry courses are available for the new falconer,

tion is for sale; in addition to
a selection of Limited edition
prints of raptors etc. For
details, colour samples,
enquiries to PHILIP SNOW

and falconry experiences can be arranged for those
who would like to take part in an unforgettable day.

For further detail please contact

GLANABERCOTTAGE Ben Long, at Unit 11, The Craft Centre,
PENRHYN PARK . .

BANGOR Ruthin, or 23 Clwyd Street, Ruthin, Clwyd
GWYNEDD

LL57 3UR

Tel: (08242) 7452
Fax: (08242) 5169

RE=

Originals Marketing Group

Telephone: (0248) 351223

Strictly limited edition full
colour photolitho
MERLIN.

(18"x 14"image size)
£49incl. Vat and p&p
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PHOTOGRAPHIC

WIN THESE SUPE R
HABICHT 8 x 20 B
BINOCULARS

T Ty e : he little HABICHT 8 x 20 B
?Sggsl?n?: aor:vee r?ot Lyt;r l pocket binoculars combines

i Sy all the features determining ‘ HABICHT

' 2. Winni . : ; 8x 20 B
n{l,‘e‘igb’ﬁhséi‘;.?iounc?;‘ in | the quality and value of a field
vinter Issue. | glass — optimal image quality,
large field of view, eyepiece The special eyeniece pormis eyogiass-we
_nformatlon on | designed for eyeglass-wearers, slegalade e O
he back of the photograph ie. | \atertight due to interior ' |

! :le;dmseex aar?c;a o;tg;drg;tsmrdzn d focussing, and central wheels for
phone number. : dioptric ~ adjustment  and
focussing.

you w1sh your photo to be Through its extremely small size
eturned please enclose an SAE. | and weight, only 7.6 oz, it fits

S comfortably in any jacket or
breast pocket — always right
where you can get at it quickly for

hotographic CMpeﬂtion,
0 Bridle Road,

urton Latlme; e those special moments when you O L,
r.Kettering, discover something worth seeing. mafen el locs

Northants., NN15 5QP.

Results for Spring Issue

FREE ENTRY TO THE FALCONERS FAIR 1992

donated by Ron Morris, Fair organiser.

Mrs E. Barham - London. Mr C. M. Raynor - Surrey.
Simon Brockless - York. A. J. Cooke - Formby.

John S. Jarvis - W. Yorks. S. Packham - Okehampton.
Mr B. A. Wood - Staffs. R. Mitchell - Bucks.
Christine Richards - Oxon. Brendon Lally - Kent.
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THE ART OF CONSERVATION

by Kim Thompson

Conservation is an issue
with which most people in this
country have become familiar
in recent years. Public
awareness of the destruction of
the natural world has led to
greater interest in the need to
protect threatened
environments and the birds,
animals and insects living in
them. It has also promoted
interest in wildlife art as
people come to admire and
respect nature’s myriad
species.

The role of today’s wildlife
artist has changed dramatically
from what it was in past
decades of ‘animal art’.
Today, wildlife artists have a
deep affection for their subject,
their careers rooted in
conservation and a fascination
with nature. Often they are
involved in conservation
schemes to preserve threatened
habitats. It seems to be a
natural progression for their
interest in conservation and
zoology to lead to painting
careers. For example, Alan

b

RED SHOULD

wildlife painters.

Raptor painting features
strongly in the work of some
established and up and coming
wildlife artists. Some devote
their careers to this subject
and, as with all areas of
painting wildlife, raptor art is a
demanding field. Some raptor

wildlife, raptors have possibly

‘suffered more than most from

the persecution of man.
Raptor artists have helped
highlight the need to protect
these birds and preserve their
habitats by producing works
which capture their

——p v

PEREGRINE ON THE HUNT by COLIN WOOLF.
A watercolour artist who lives in North Wales and paints many
birds of prey, but also has a passion for painting woodcock and

other game birds.

artists are also keen
falconers, keeping
their own birds and
spending as much
time on this pursuit as
they do on painting!
Their knowledge of
falconry is extensive,
based on the first hand
experience of flying
their own birds. This
enables them to
achieve the sort of
accuracy in painting
raptors which is so
important.

Raptors are also one
of the most popular
subjects in wildlife
painting. The appeal
of birds of prey is
undeniable, both for

ERED HAWK by artist & conservationist ALAN

M. HUNT, who has found great success painting raptors and
other wildlife subjects, especially for the American market.

Hunt, a British artist of
international renown, describes
himself as a “zoologist
painting wildlife”. It is this
understanding of their subject
which is the foundation of the
work of the most successful
and internationally admired

the artist and for those buying
wildlife art. Inspired by the
elegance, power and ferocious
beauty of one of nature’s
supreme hunters, artists
continue to produce works of
art which will always find an
appreciative market. Of all

tremendous grace and beauty,

GYR FALCON by ANDREW BENFIELD.

elements which continue to
attract and inspire the public.

As interest in wildlife art
grows in Europe and America,
it can be seen that wildlife
paintings have considerable
investment potential. Already
in America wildlife and raptor
artists, many from Britain,
command high prices for their
work. In this country wildlife
art, and especially raptor
painting, is well represented at
a number of country shows.
Chief among these is the
popular Falconry and
and Raptor Fair,held
annually at Stoneleigh in
Warwickshire, which is a
showcase for all aspects
of falconry and includes
a large exhibition of the
work of some of
Britain’s established and
developing wildlife art
talents.

Wildlife and raptor art
- has increased public
awareness of the need
for conservation
although, sadly, this
continues to be an uphill
struggle and there is still a long
way to go in the battle to
protect the natural world and
its many threatened species.

A young wildlife artist who has developed an interest in
conservation due to the nature of his work, which includes
wildlife art & sporting themes for limited edition prints.



RED KITE COUNTRY by STEVE KINGSTON
Steve has been a commercial artist for many years and has now turned his artistic attentions
to wildlife art, especially " The Predators”, birds of prey and big cats.

HEADING FOR COVER by CHRIS
CHRISTOFOROU. A raptor and wildlife artist for
a number of years. He has contributed to many
books and magazine articles and has paintings in
many private collections.

GOSHAWK by ELIZ!BET H HALSI' EAD.

2 5 Elizabeth's knowledge of wildlife and the countryside is extensive. She
HARRIS HAWK by MIKE DONNELLY. has a great love for Scottish wildlife and travels to Scotland several

A skilled graphic designer & illustrator, Mike has worked on several limes a year.

nature publications since graduating from Liverpool College of Artin
1979. Mike is also a keen falconer.

i ablL BALD EAGLES by DAPHNE BAXTER.
BARN OWL by ANDREW ELLIS Daphne lives in a 17th Century cottage in Herlfordshire, set in

In 1986, Andrew won the Junior Section of the BA.S.C.'National woodland which provides her with many subjects for her wildlife
Wildlife Artist of the Year' award. Since then he has had a book paintings. She has had many exhibitions in this country and her work

published in 1991 featuring his fine paintings of game shooting. is very sought after by private collectors.
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A new centre is all set to
open this Easter in the East of
England.

It is the idea of businessman, Peter Bridges who has
put a lot of time, thought and energy into it.

-, P

Falconers - with cast of SAKER -FALCONS.

FALCONRY
CENTRE.

It is not the largest centre you will ever visit but it is well
designed, with the welfare of the birds being the main
consideration. There are 18 aviaries containing a variety
of birds, all the aviaries are beautifully designed and
constructed. There is a lecture room, tea rooms and a gift
shop and a large flying area.

The centre also incorporates a hospital for The Raptor
Trust a registered charity established in 1984. The
hospital will be mainly manned by Graham Page who
devotes much of his free time to this work. In charge of
the birds at the centre is Micheal Raphael a dedicated
falconer of ten years experience who quite obviously
knows the birds inside out. And training under his expert
eye is apprentice falconer Paul Mander.

School visits can be arranged as can outside displays
and any enquiries should be made to their Administrator,
Nigel Carrie on 0986 798844.

Also the centre provides full access for the disabled.

FIRST SKY TRIALS IN SPAIN

Last year saw the very first sky trials in Spain, and to my
knowledge in Europe. The event was held in the picturesque
town of Ecija situated in the heart of the Andalucian
countryside. Ecija is well known for it's monuments, palaces
and churches, and yet more to the point it's very flat and open
countryside. This quality makes it ideal for flying longwings.

Ecija was long ago the favourite hunting ground of His
Highness Prince Juan Manuel of Spain. He and his court
hunted the flat expanses with Peregrines and Sakers. Their
intended prey, the Red-legged Partridge, was and still is
plentiful as are ducks and Bustards. Now almost two centuries
later, the same countryside has been host to this international
event featuring classic waiting on flights.

The event was organised by the Andalucian delegation of the
Spanish Association of Falconers. Olympus were sponsors for
the event with the town of Ecija and it's “Alcaide Major” as
hosts. | must highlight the fact that without the experience and
organisation of the President of the Sky Trials, Diego Pareja
Obregon, this event may not have been possible. Diego, a
close personal friend of mine, has travelled to the United States
for birds and information and put these Sky Trials together.

The trials were held on the 6th, 7th and 8th of December
1991, a National holiday in Spain and a very appropriate break
for the purpose. Unfortunately the weather was not at all
friendly with gusts of up to 25 knots and a few thunderstorms
and heavy downpours. Nevertheless the turn-out for the event
was impressive, much more than expacted, with over sixty birds

by J Saez

and their respective falconers inscribed and a total of about
three hundred falconers attending as spectators, participants
and salespersons. Various countries were represented namely
United States, ltaly, France, Mexico, Gibraltar and of course
Spain’s provinces.

Friday the 6th in the evening saw the reception at the Hotel
“Ciudad del Sol” where the formal presentation and opening of
the trials took place. This was followed by the draw for the
allocated times for flying the birds over the next two days. The
latter were spent flying from 9.30am to dusk and despite the
inclement weather, most of the participating falcons and their
falconers did rather well. Although the pitch attained by the
falcons was not very high, there were some spectacular stoops
and tail chases.

The falcons used were mainly Peregrines of various
subspecies, hybrid gyr/peregrines and a couple of Lanners.
The Peregrines outclassed the other falcons as they were more
prepared for the field than the rest and some of the finer flights
of the two days were had by them. The Lanners faired well but
were no match for the Peregrines in the air although one caught
it's pigeon . The hybrid falcons did not fair well, raking
downwind and in one case chasing a distant and obviously
more interesting prey. Personally | feel that these birds are not
well understood and possibly the falconers handling them will
improve given time as they are just too different to the normal
Peregrines. None of the falcons or falconers were lost although
some of the |atter were quite tipsy after they had competed due
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to the abundance of red wine and anisette.

The intended quarry, the Racing Pigeons, were at most times
more than an equal match for the falcons and of over two
hundred used only 5% of the total were taken by the falcons.
Saturday evening was spent at the private club at Ecija, an
enormous and beautiful palace in Medieval architecture. There
was a video show featuring captive breeding projects in

storm, a very appropriate name for the winner given the
weather conditions.

Second prize went to Mr Isiahs Martin flying brookei peregrine
intermewed eyeass falcon called “Stojer”.

Third prize went to Mr Carlos Torres flying brookei peregrine
eyeass tiercel called “Jeremias”.

Mrs Amparo Saez (no relation to myself) took the prize for the

Andalucia and an [

. . ) best lady falconer this

exhibition of paintings and

being a large sculpture of

sculptures of birds of prey
by painters and sculptors
of renown in Spain. A g
special mention here for
sculptor/artist Alfredo
Fillol's talents whose
marvellous work was the
source of much admiration
and who donated two
pieces from his collection
as trophies to be awarded
on Sunday. There were
also various falconry
furniture stands of
exceptional quality rivalling
names such as Ben Long
and Gene Johnson.
Hoods, gloves and so on
and even some birds were up for sale.

Sunday evening saw the presentation of trophies at the
aforementioned hotel with the. discotheque being
commandeered for the purpose. Points were awarded as per
the American Sky Trials Regulations.

First prize went to Mr Miguel Lopez Gil flying Peales
Peregrine intermewed eyaess tiercel called “Tormenta” meaning

For more information write to J. Saez, 33/B Catalan Bay, Gibraltar.

an eagle in it's nest by an
unknown artist. The prize
for the participating
falconer coming from
furthest away went to Mr
Etienne Carole from
France. Juan Orta the
renowned falconry bell
maker gave an exotic
touch to the evening
selling his wares dressed
as an Arab sheik.

On the whole it was a
splendid long weekend
spent talking birds,
making new friends and
meeting old ones. | must
thank my falconer friends
for their hospitality and for all my falconry which would not be
possible without their cooperation. A special mention to Alfredo
Fillol for his talent, hospitality and his wife's cuisine.

Hoping to be there this year at the 1992 trials | send out an
open invitation to those who wish to participate and see these
spectacular Sky Trials of Ecija.

Thursday,

19th

A TWENTYFIFTH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

AT SWAROUSKI

lubs

LIST OF CLUBS

AVON & SOMERSET

Derek Smith. 0373 812950.

D. Sutton. 0225 837530.

BRITISH FALCONERS CLUB

John Fairclough 0543 481737

CENTRAL FALCONERS & RAPTORS CLUB
B. Dalton 0276 67008

CHESHIRE HAWKING CLUB

P. Rowland 0625 22299

EAST LONDON FALCONERS CLUB

0708 756015/081 517 9362

HEART OF ENGLAND

Steve Wright 0789 298365

LONDON HAWKING CLUB

Paul 071 515 7754. Rusty 081 980 2373
NEW FOREST FALCONRY CLUB

Frank or Christine 0202 478862
NORTHERN ENGLAND FALCONER CLUB
Barry Schofield 0246 825209
SHROPSHIRE HAWKING CLUB

Steve - 0952 612900

Mike - 0952 616645

SOUTH EAST FALCONERS GROUP

Gary Biddiss 0268 728860

Dean White 0375 671302

WELSH HAWKING CLUB

Adrian Williams 0443 206333

WOLD ASTRINGERS & FALCONERS CLUB
Jonathon Foster 0724 733482.

March, saw a visit by
the Duke of Kent to
Swarovski UK to
celebrate their 25th
anniversary. The visit
lasted 50 minutes
during which time he
was taken around the
showrooms
displaying Swarovski
binoculars,
telescopes and
Swarovski crystal. He
was also shown
around their
warehouse and was
given a chance to
view things from a
diffferent angle, behind the lens of a
Habicht AT 80 telescope and various
types of binoculars, including
Swarovskis' tiny pocket size binoculars.
All of which He was very impressed with.
Before the Duke left a presentation was
made of a piece of Silver Crystal
Sculpted into the shape of a giant
diamond and a pair of binoculars.

His Royal Highness was attended by
Commander R Walker, RN and was
received by the Lord Lieutenant, Mr
Simon Bowes Lyon.

His Royal Highness, together with
Prince Alexander of Yugoslavia, was

His Royal Highness The Duke of Kent with Mr J. Harris.

presented to several local dignitaries
including The Mayor of Watford,
Councillor M Singh Chhina, The
Ambassador of Austria, Dr W Magrutsch,
The Austrian Trade Commissioner, Dr G
Kernthaler and The Right Hon. Lady
Es'terhazy and was escorted on the tour
by Managing Director, Mr J Harris.

After His Royal Highness had left the
remaining guests were provided with a
suberp champagne lunch.

Speeches were made and toastsdrunk
and a huge cake in the shape of the
Swarovski Swan was cut and donated to
the local hospital.
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THE BUZZARD

uzzards are probably not very

highly rated in falconry, but I
have never met a raptor
enthusiast of any sort who didn’t
have a soft spot for them.
Watching the effortless soaring
technique of this thick-set, broad-
winged bird is always a joy -
more so when there are two or
more together and on those
memorable occasions when
territorial or courtship display is
in full swing. Like many raptors
of their size, they frequently
surprise the watcher with their
speed and agility.

Versatility of another kind is the
key to the Buzzard’s success as a
species and to its wide
distribution across Europe and
Asia. It is generally a bird of
semi-open country of various
kinds, almost always with some
degree of tree cover, only
extending into woodland and
forests where these include ample
clearings or adjoining patches of
open terrain. In parts of Britain,
and throughout Europe, it is
commonly found in cultivated
areas. Buzzards are not really
mountain birds and where we see
them in hill country in Britain
there are always trees somewhere
to hand: in other countries they
are not normally found far
beyond the tree line. Like many
raptors, they commonly hunt
from a perch, employing the
classic watch-and-pounce
technique, or launching a short-
range flying attack. Prey is not
necessarily taken only at close
quarters, though, and on longer
sorties Buzzards often make
clever use of cover and dead
ground in approaching their
target. Another common hunting
technique is searching for prey
while soaring and circling,
generally at no great height, with
the quarry often followed up on
the ground if the first strike is
unsuccessful. Buzzards hover too
- perhaps not as expertly as
Kestrels, nor as habitually as
Rough-legged Buzzards, but very

poe P
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Buzzard landing at rabbit.
Photograph by Dennis Green

effectively nonetheless. This
technique seems to be used most
often in very open terrain where,
like Kestrels, Buzzards are
effectively using a “perch in the

-

air”. An impressive variation, |

commonly seen over exposed
hillsides, is facing into the wind

and just hanging there, almost |-

motionless. Buzzards also forage
on foot, searching for earthworms
or insects.

Invertebrates feature as prey

quite frequently and birds are | -

taken fairly often - very regularly
by some Buzzards - but in Britain
small mammals are generally the
favoured prey. Where they are
common, Rabbits are particularly
favoured and it was this source of
prey, or rather the sudden lack of
it, that caused a major change in
the Buzzard’s fortunes in the
middle of this century.

Although there are large areas
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THE ROYAL SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF BIRDS

Ao

of Britain where it is something of
a rarity, the Buzzard is our third
commonest raptor, after the
Kestrel and the Sparrowhawk.
The most recent estimate puts the
UK population at 12 to 15,000
territorial pairs. Along with
JT almost all

the raptors
and owls,
Buzzards
w e r e
w4 ' relentlessly
| | | persecuted
as vermin
during the
19th century
in the
supposed
interests of
livestock
|farming
and, in
| particular,

I
N
'

\ Y
rearing. Two hundred years ago,
there were breeding Buzzards in
suitable areas virtually
throughout Britain and Ireland,
but by the First World War they
were practically confined to parts
of the western Highlands,
Galloway, Cumbria, the uplands

of Wales, the New Forest and the
extreme south-west of England.
The Great War brought a respite
from persecution and the
considerable social changes
which followed it led, among
other things, to reduced numbers
of gamekeepers. Buzzards were
able to regain much lost ground,
but even by 1954, when it was
thought that there were some
12,000 breeding pairs, they had
failed to recolonise the whole
eastern side of Britain and, in
Ireland, had established a toehold
in Ulster. A small bonus had
been the colonisation of the Outer
Hebrides.

Then came myxomatosis and
the crash of the all-important
Rabbit population. The effect on
Buzzards varied from area to
area, but there was a marked
overall fall in numbers and a
general reduction in breeding

success. In due course, Buzzards
increased again, more slowly in
some areas than others, and by
1970 their numbers had recovered
to around 8-10,000 pairs. The
increase has continued, but when
a national survey was carried out
by the British Trust for

RSPB

Ornithology in 1983 it became
clear that the birds had been
returning to areas occupied
earlier this century, and
increasing there, rather than
expanding their range to any
great extent. Subsequent
observations show that, nearly
ten years on, the position has
hardly changed at all. If you look
at a current breeding distribution
map, you will see that the
Buzzard has failed to re-establish
itself in virtually the whole of
central and eastern England and
parts of eastern Scotland, despite
the fact that there is much
suitable habitat available.

It is not entirely clear why
Buzzards have been unable to
recolonise these regions. While it
is true that substantial areas must
have changed almost beyond
recognition since the Buzzard’s
heyday two centuries ago, there
is undeniably a lot of country
which ought to have breeding
pairs. It is widely believed that
continued persecution is
implicated. This view is
supported by quite a lot of
circumstantial evidence and is
strengthened by the results of
RSPB investigations into the
illegal persecution of all birds of
prey and owls. In the years 1979-
89, there were 679 confirmed
incidents, involving a total of 814
birds. No fewer than 367 of these
were Buzzards; 228 were the
victims of deliberate poisoning
(Buzzards come all too readily to
carrion) and 139 were either shot
or trapped. For obvious reasons,
only a small proportion of
persecution incidents ever come
to light and probably not all of
those are reported. Furthermore,
many reports never get beyond
the “suspected” stage to become
“confirmed incidents”. In other
words, the figures for Buzzard
persecution must represent only a
fraction of the true total.

Some of you reading this have the
good fortune to live in Buzzard
country. The really sad part of the
Buzzard story is that we are not all
so0 lucky.
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TIElS
FALCONRY
LODGIE

Suppliers of Falconry equipment
and furniture.
Main stockists of
Womborne Falconry equipment.

We offer a full range of quality furniture
and a friendly personal service.

Books, Films, Wax Coats, Scales,
Lure Wings, All Tools, Tailmounts,
Hoods, Gloves, Bags, Bowperches etc.

Food - Rats, Mice, Chicks, Turkey Poults.

Superflora Garden Centre,
Theobalds Park Road, Crews Hill,
Enfield, Middlesex.

Telephone:
081 367 9276.

Proprietor:
T. Brown.

FALCONRY WEEKENDS

Stay at a 3 star hotel for 1 or 2 nights and
spend 2 days learning the art of flying and
handling various birds of prey.

Prices range from: -/
£130 per person - fullboard @™
for 2 days or AN
£420 for an intensive 5
days course.

Phone Cathy at the
Red Lion Hotel for
more details on this
interesting and
rewarding weekend.

RED LION HOTEL

Castle Street, Luton, Bedfordshire LU1 3AA

Telephone: Luton (0582) 413881 Fax: (0582) 23864 Telex: 826856
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Allbirds of prey ondisplay with
flying demonstrations, including
Falcons, Hawks, Eagles and
Owls. =R

A wide range of Falco = .

Furniture isg avai.lable.my ////f,'/*"’ A1y

Falconry courses are available.

THE CENTRE IS OPEN A )
to visitors from 9.30amto5.00pm, ¢ >, &g

6 daysa week (Closed Mondays C
except Bank Holidays)

Lastadmissions 4.30pm.

YOU'LL FINDUS AT y,0 CK SACRE

AQBATIC NERSERY

WOPHAMS LANE, BIRDHAM , CHICHESTER
TELEPHONE: (0243) 512472

nry

P L, Lakeland

%
*
#

£

£

MPirkenmuaald

GERMAN SHORTHAIRED POINTERS

The only kennel in the UK to breed from
PURE GERMAN BLOODLINES

5 dogs Imported since 1980, from Germany's top FT winning
kennels
AT STUD: Our latest FT winning import: HATZ VOM
POETTSIEPEN (liver/white)
and BIRKENWALD NICCO (winning solid black import in dam).
Both are at stud to approved bitches only
PUPPIES FOR SALE: By HATZ out of Int FT winning,
(black/white import) and Nat
FTA winning dams, 26 German FT champions in pedigree.
Especially suitable for Hawking
- deerstalking - hardworking shooting companions. Exceptionally
good temperament.
BLACK/WHITE AND VERY RARE SOLID BLACK A
SPECIALITY.
All breeding stock HD and eye
tested
DER DEUTSCH KURZHAAR - THE GERMAN SHORTHAIRED
POINTER
** NEW GSP BOOK *** NEW GSP BOOK ***
Nearly 400 pages, hundreds of photo‘s .and drawings, many in
colour. History - training -
genetics etc. Dog Book of the Year award. A worldwide
encyclopedia on the GSP. A must
for every GSP owner. £45.00 plus P&P.
Telephone Fordingbridge, Hants (0425) 654414

kS

& Bivd of Prey
T Centre

THE OLD SCHOOL, KINGS MEABURN,
PENRITH, CUMBRIA, CA10 3BU

Open daily from 10 30am

Spectacular flying displays at 2 & 4pm
Information and Tea Room

Courses and Hunting Days

Accommodation in beautiful unspoilt
countryside

For course brochure or any further information

\please telephone 09314 273
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by
Ron Jones
L.R.K

ortunately, not

many birds have

come to me with

injuries caused by
being shot, but in one case
a Tawny Owl came into my
care with severe damage to
its plumage. After close
examination | found shot
gun pellets just under the
flesh of one wing.

These were quickly
removed and the wounds
treated with potassium
permanganate to control the
bleeding.

Because of the damage
to the primaries the owl
would not have been able to
fly and this meant that it
automatically became a
long stay patient.

Once the wounds had

back into the wild.

An organisation dedicated to ensuring that all injured and sick birds of prey
are cared for by suitably qualified persons and whenever possible released

healed the owl was placed
into an aviary ready for
when she had moulted the
damaged feathers.

During the convale—
scence a young Tawny
came in, which had fallen
from around its nest area
and had caused slight
damage to both wing tips
(2nd digits).

The obvious concern of
imprinting presented the
usual problem, so the
answer was to put the owlet
into a closed nest box, in
with the injured (shot) owl
so the immature had
permanent visual contact
with its own species. On
first sight of the adult the
owlet called incessantly all
night and every night!

They both progressed
until it was time for training
for release using “hack
board” method.

Because they had been
together in the aviary |

decided to train and release
them together.

As soon as they were
coming 6’ to the fist the
training went out to the area
| had chosen for the final
release.

After 12 days the owls
would bate towards the
board on entering the field
and fly to it from 50 yards at
any angle. Three days later
their jesses were removed
and both released, For 3
weeks the mature Tawny
returned for food and the
immature for a further three
months until the food

provided was not taken at
all.

Herts EN11 9AJ.

If you find a Raptor in trouble and
need help and/or advice please ring
- 0920 463649. If you would like to
join you can write to Miss A. Rossin,
3 Highwood Road, Hoddesden,

Hoods painted to individual requirements - also initialling

Clubs & Societies Welcome
Beginners Kit Available

67 Chapel Street, Gorse Hill, Swindon, Wiltshire. SN2 6DA. Telephone: 0793 487574

Brittany Sporting
Supplies

FuLL RanGe OF QuALITY FALCONRY FURNITURE INCLUDING:

B Buckskin Gloves (made from finest Deerskin)
B All Hood Types available (including Snakeskin)

B English Hardwood Blocks & Leather Padded Bow Perches (indoor/outdoor)

B Canvas & Leather Hawking Bags

B Fibreglass Baths
B American Style Swivels
H Bells

& Electronic Scales
B Lures & Creances
M Leashes & Jesses

Sundry ltems: Stainless Steel Closing Tools, Eyelet Pliers, Revolving Leather Punches, Cable Ties,

Spare Eyelets, Vircon S.

* NOW AVAILABLE %
Artificial Insemination Equipment

Portraits to order

Stamped Addressed Envelope for Price List

Advice given free
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—HAWKBOARD NEWS-

“he Haw : vBoard has had a very‘

resources are: stretched to-the
Aimit. . »

trade in wild birds
- ‘brought into the

Wi have two major pomts
- first; we want:a clear differentiation in
-CITES and-the European legislation
-between wild-caught birds and
domestic ones. ‘We circulated world
--authorities to establish-an international
~checklist:of -domesticated species of
idiurnal raptors: (sée separate-article)

.and provided-graphs from Dept of the"

Environment data outlining the major
. progress achieved in hawk-breeding.
“Secondly, we ‘want a change of
" emphasis within CITES away from the
designation commercidl, which is
undefinable in the context of hawk-
keeping, towards the use of
- sustainable. For example, the import
*of wild-caught European goshawks, if
' sustainable because‘they are in pest
numbers, should be allowed.
' Martin Jones, Jemima Parry-Jones
and Nick Fox attended a pre-Japan
"meeting with Ian Muchmore who
represented the Dept  of the
Environment in:Japan, and Dr Fox
attended a further meeting with Tony

busy three months“and our -

SPB:? ; After much

J-de Coune;

. Baldry, Junior-“Minister: for thi
“~Environment; 'who'was
Japan. :
‘representatives from':ICBP; TRAFFI
RSPB, RSPCA, Greenpeace ‘Floraand -

This* ‘meetin;

Fauna Preservation Society;: and the

.Joint Council for Nature, many of
whom were busy: button;holingj;ffl_"onys -
-~ “Baldry to curtail the trade in wild birds.

* Fortunately, because of our efforts and

success in breeding, and because of

registration, we are in a moderately -
- 'secure position especially when you:

.-see what is happemng in the cage-brrd,:
-5 world.

Frnally, we helped fund Mr Chnstlan

t0 go to Japan to beat the drum‘for-us
and we woke up Mr Nakajima:of the
Japan Falconiformes Center in the
middle of his night by Faxing the

information to be crrculated to

,delegates'
There is shifting sand in Brussels
We now have the final draft of the

European Consultation Document.

which is an attempt to reconcile CITES
with European legislation. -‘We are now
preparing a discussion document for
the DoE, giving our views. There is
every chance of The European
Consultation Document being adopted
during the British presidency of the
EC, which starts in July, and this means
we have a better chance of sortmg out
any anomalies.

Hawk- keepmg is legal in Denmark
but falconry isn’t. There has been
pressure there to ban hawk: keeprng
entirely in the forthcoming review of
hunting legislation. Obviously this
would set a bad precedent in Europe.

President of the.
International Association of ‘Falconers,

‘ Therefore the Hawk Board and the

rthe Damsh ane Ivﬁmster an semor'
‘ministers; ‘protesting: against this* move

and giving reasoned’ arguments on why
it 'would'be ‘a bad step. ‘We have
received courteous replies promising to
take our points-into consideration, and

L it'was obvrous that the ‘ministers had
" been ‘unaware of the true situation with’
‘regard to hawk-keeping and falconry.

Keep your fmgers crossed for- the
Danes!.
The MacNamara Bxll was’ defeated

by only 12 votes and-Labour have
. -promised to resurrect it if ‘they get in
‘Many ‘MPs received very few letters

from’ fieldsportsmen Did YOU write?’
When ‘this Bill re-surfaces we want:
100% -of hawk-keepers to write.
DON’T leave it to others.

Owing to the increasing extent to
which ‘we are havmg to use the media
to try to pressurise for hawk-keeping,
the British Field Sports Society kindly
gave us a media training day on March
13th at John Fairclough’s house. It was
well attended by members of ‘the Hawk
Board and representatives of -the
recognised clubs. This was a very
positive and useful day and now each
club has its well-briefed spokesman
Thank you BFSS.

By the time this magazine comes out,
the Hawk Board elections should be in
full’swing. " If you are not already on
the electoral roll (you should have
received notification from the DoE)
contact the new Hawk Board Secretary:
Sue Dewar, 6 Glendevon Rd,
Woodley, Reading, Berkshire RGS
4PH. Tel (0734) 696501.

The production of registered aviary-bred diurnal raptors in UK 1980-1991.

Dr Nick Fox, Hawk Board, UK, compiled from
Department of the Environment statistics.

The first efforts to breed diurnal raptors in aviaries were made
by falconers in the 1960°s and 70’s. In 1980 the UK Department
of the Environment initiated a ringing and registration scheme
for this group of birds, supported by a verification system of
inspections and checks. We thus have good records covering the
early domestication period for 37 species and can discern trends
over an eleven year period.

Early attempts were with three common indigenous species
(frgure A), Falco tinnunculus the Common Kestrel, Accipiter
nisus the European Sparrowhawk and Buteo buteo the Common
Buzzard. These were widely held in captivity at that time, being
available under licence from the wild and also frequently
rehabilitated. They are of mild interest to falconers and breed
fairly easily. Many breeders learned their skills on these species.
By 1986 kestrel production peaked; breeders could not dispose
of the young and began to switch to other species.
Sparrowhawks and buzzards followed suit soon after.

The three indigenous species of most interest to falconers,
Falco peregrinus the Peregrine, Accipiter gentilis the Northern
Goshawk and Falco columbarius the Merlin are shown in figure
B. These started from a much lower base and are slower or more
difficult to breed. The peregrine and Merlin have probably now
nearly satisfied market demand, particularly the male peregrine.
The goshawk is a less reliable breeder and until 1990 surplus
continental birds were imported to augment breeding stocks.
The supply and demand for this species will probably be erratic
for some time to come. A fourth species of interest to falconers
Parabuteo unicinctus, the Harris Hawk, was heavily imported in
the 80’s from American breeders and has yet to satisfy a large
market demand, it is shadowed by a similar exotic Buteo
Jamaicensis the Redtailed Hawk (not shown).

Figure C shows exotic species of mild or limited interest to
falconers which have started from a small existing base and
which are approximately in balance with demand. They will
probably continue to increase at a slow rate.

Figure D shows, or lists, nine primarily exotic species which
have started with a fairly restricted population and gene pool and
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The production of registered aviary-bred diurnal raptors in UK 1980-1991.
Published by the Hawk Board. UK. from Department of the Environment statistics.

Figure B

Parabuteo unicincius
Hams Hawk

Falco peregrinus
* Peregrine Falcon

_ Atcipiter gennlis
i Northem goshawk

Falco columbarius
Merlin

Falco cherrug
Saker Falcon

Falco biarmicus
Lanner Falcon

Buten regalis
Fervugsnous Hawkh
Falco qugger
Lugger Fatcon

Falco mexicanus
Prainie Falcon

Falco sparverius
Kestrel
Falco novaeseelundiae
New Zeakmd Falcon
Speuacs with similar producivities to ihuse 1 higure D nclude Faleo cubluteo European Hobby.
rusticolus Gyr Falcon. I . ‘ihieras semitorguuaius African Pigmy Falcon. Mulvies migrans Black Kite,
Aquila rapax Tawny or ateppe Eagle, Acciprier melanoleucus Black Sparrowhawk.

Species with marginal producuvities include Aguila chrveaeins Golden Eagle, A. auwdux Wedge-Lailed
Eagle, Huliacetus leucocephalus Bald Eagle, /lieraacius fasviatus Bonellis Eagle, Falco pelegrinndes
Barhary Falcun, Phalcoboenus austratis Stnated Catinaea, Pobhoras planus Crested or Comnin
Caracara.

The production of registered aviary-bred diurnal raptors in UK 1980-1991.
Published by the Hawk Board, UK. yrom Depanment of the Laviranment statistics

cover specialised or limited market demands. Some will
increase slowly and some may die out unless supplemented with
further imports. Below these are even more marginal species
which breed only sporadically owing to a long generation time,
such as with the eagles, or to the presence of only one or two
breeding pairs.

It thus appears that market forces are the main factors in
production, limited primarily by the availability of initial or
supplementary founder birds and by the breeding characteristics
of each species. Worldwide 30 species of diurnal raptors have
now been domesticated (ie have produced second generation in
captivity). We have produced a checklist of these and the list is
still under review; there may be some further species which we
don’t yet know about.

Overall, it is going to get harder to import wild-taken birds of
prey. We are now virtually dependent on the stock we already
have, or on imported domestic stock, which mainly means birds
from Europe or North America. We must therefore do our best
to husband the stock we have both in terms of numbers and in
terms of managing the gene pool. Owners of minority species
must do their best to rear the young so that they will be suitable
for breeding, either naturally or by artificial insemination, and
also to make sure that single birds are paired up and not lost
from the gene pool. No doubt some falconers will maintain that
they are only interested in four or five species and that the rest
are just second-rate or of little interest. This is a very blinkered
view. In the sixtics when one could obtain a wide variety of
species and we were able to fly all sorts from shikras to hawk-
eagles, the differences were fascinating and the characteristics of
one species gave insight and understanding of another similar,
but different, one. We must do our best to maintain this rich
tapestry for our own children.

INTERNATIONAL CHECKLIST OF DOMESTICATED
SPECIES OF DIURNAL RAPTORS

The following species have been bred for two generations in captivity

ie F2 and have internationally recognised domestic populations, most of

which are numerically and genetically self-sustaining:

Vultur gryphus Andean Condor

Milvus migrans Black Kite

Milvus milvus Red Kite

Haliaeetus albicilla White-tailed Sea Eagle
Gyps bengalensis Indian White-backed Vulture
Cypsfulvus Grifron Vulture
Accipiter genlilis Northern goshawk
Accipiter nisus European Sparrowhawk
Accipiter cooperii Coopers Hawk
Parabuteo unicinctus Harris Hawk

Buteo jamaicensis Red-tailed Hawk

Buteo buteo Common Buzzard
Buteo regalis Ferruginous Hawk
Agquila chrysaetos Golden Eagle

Aquila rapax Tawny or Steppe Eagle
Polihierax semitorquarus African Pigmy Falcon
Falco sparverius American Kestrel

Falco tinnunculus
Falco punctatus
Falco chicquera
Falco columbarius

Common Keslrel
Mauritius Keslrel
Red-headed Falcon
Merlin

Falco novaeseelandiae New Zealand Falcon
Falco subbuteo European Hobby
Falco biarmicus Lanner Falcon
Falco mexicanus Prairie Falcon

Falco jugger Lugger Falcon
Falco cherrug Saker Falcon

Falco rusticolus Gyr Falcon

Falco peregrinus Peregrine Falcon
Falco pelegrinoides Barbary Falcon

Print out date: 17/2/1992 The Hawk Board, UK.
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Sketches & text by PHILIP SNOW

Southern Florida’s famous Everglades National Park is a sub-tropical ‘River of Grass’, consisting of wet sawgrass prairie, pine
isles (hammocks), Cyprus Swamps and coastal mangroves. Inevitably it faces the same ecological problems as other major
wetlands of the world: pollution, drainage and ‘improvement’. Happily, many people are fighting on its behalf.

One reason is its rich and often easily accessible birdlife, including many prominent birds of prey. Florida is one of the few
states left with a good population of BALD EAGLES (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) and this slightly smaller southern race is
relatively common around Flamingo, in the south west corner of the park. (On my January visit they were drinking from the
camp site water fountain)! OSPREYS (Pandion haliaetus) also love the fish rich waters, with at least three pairs breeding at the
tiny port and are generally seen around Florida’s coast.

Both BLACK and TURKEY VULTURES (Cathartes aura and Coragyps atratus) soar and scavenge widely here; and a
possible ten different ‘hawks’ (mainly buteos) can be seen, although only four are common.
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The distinctive RED-TAILED HAWK (Buteo jamaiciensis) is widespread in America, preferring drier ground to the locally
abundant RED SHOULDERED HAWK (Buteo lineatus). This strongly marked raptor can be VERY confiding in the protected
park, alongside masses of posing pelicans, herons, egrets, ibis’s, darters, alligators and racoons elc!

The migratory and rare BROAD WINGED HAWK (Buteo platypterus) has both light and dark phases and the handful that
winter in the Everglades could be confused with similar plumages of the SHORT TAILED HAWK (Buteo brachyurus), a
tropical raptor with its whole tiny North American population in South Florida. But don’t expect either to be noticeably broader
winged or shorter tailed than the other Buteos and uncommon hawks; which include FERRUGINOUS, SWAINSON’S,
ROUGH-LEGGED and the odd escaped LESSER CRAB HAWK.

Two accipiters, the SHARP SHINNED and COOPERS HAWKS (Accipiters striatus and Cooperii) also breed here, with the
tiny dashing ‘Sharpie’ the commoner. Also there are two rather special kites, the graceful migratory SWALLOW TAILED
KITE (Elanoides forficatus) and the uncommon SNAIL (formerly EVERGLADES) KITE (Rosthramus sociabilis) now
confined to a few sites in Florida. happily, though, a recent cyclical increase in their numbers means that its languid harrier type
flight can be seen over open wetlands, like Shark Valley, seeking out their specialist Apple Snail prey. The superficially similar
NORTHERN HARRIER (Circus cyaneus), formerly MARSH HAWK), hunts these areas to a winter visitor like the familiar
PEREGRINE (Falco peregrinus) and MERLIN (Falco columbarius). The AMERICAN KESTREL (Falco sparvarius), still
sometimes confusedly called ‘Sparrowhawk’ is the smallest North American falcon. It is a strikingly pretty raptor, similar in
habits to our own Eurasian kestrel.

The Everglades is justly famed for its spectacular wildlife, but needs our constant attention to preserve it from damage and over
exploitation by agriculture and the many thousands who yearly flock and retire to America’s sunshine state.




THREE WAYS OF INCUBATIN

THERE ARE THREE BASIC WAYS OF INCUBATING EGGS, EACH WITH ITS OWN
ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES THEY ARE :-

1. Natural. i.e. Let the parents lay and sit their own eggs.

Advantages.

+ Providing that both the parents are known to be good, (and that can
be a big if!) then there is little doubt that they will make a better job
of it than any box!!

« No problem with power cuts.

+ Very little trouble to look after, (apart from mental strain and worry of
not being able to help if things are going wrong.)

Disadvantages.

» Difficulty in knowing if they are sitting fertile eggs.
- Disturbance may cause them to break the eggs.

If the nest ledge or the eggs themselves are dirty this may cause

disease to enter the eggs and prevent them hatching.

+ Only one clutch may be taken, as most birds will not recycle if they
are allowed to sit full term. (Most Harris Hawks are the exception to
this.)

+ Good sitters may not be good raising parents and one may have to
move quickly to remove the young before disaster strikes.

2. Foster Parents.

These may be other hawks of less value who are proven good sitters or broody hens .

Advantages.

» No power cut problems.

« It seems that they do better than most incubators over the first five
days of incubation.

» No humidity problems to deal with, | do not know how they do it but
| have had a broody successfully hatch two eggs at the same time,
one that needed to be hatched very dry (Lugger) and one which
needed to be relatively wet (Mackinders Eagle Owl).

Disadvantages.

+ If using other raptors they may not be broody at the right time and
they will not often sit long over their time unless you can give them
a succession of eggs which have been incubated long enough for
the female to feel movement in the egg, these can be chicken eggs,
but be careful not to let them hatch under the bird or she will stop
sitting immediately.

+ Broody hens. There is undoubtedly a skill that is almost an art. In
working Broodies it is not just a case of finding the nearest farmyard
broody and popping the eggs under.

3. Incubators.

Advantages.
» The eggs can be monitored right through their incubation time which
can let you “look" after problem eggs easier.
= With proper care less chance of disease and egg breakage.
« Problem eggs can be helped to hatch.

Disadvantages.

+ Every incubator needs a technique to operate it which cannot just
be learned from reading a book, even incubators of the same make
and model differ slightly.

+ Warning systems need to be built in and a standby generator needs
to be on hand. They need to be monitored closely (at least twice a
day) before problems become fatal. They need to go into a room
with a stable temperature and humidity to give good results. Good
ones are relatively expensive.

Now that we know the different ways it can be done let
us look at the individual techniques necessary for
success.

It may sound trite but no matter what system you decide to
use it can only be as good as the fertile egg that you start
with. So how do you get good strong and as disease free as
possible eggs? No later than Christmas make sure that the
whole aviary has been given a good clean and wash down,
we use a weak bleach solution,
we also remove all old nesting
material or gravel on the nest
ledges and replace with fresh.
Pay particular atiention to the
food that you are feeding. On
the good advice of our vet, Dick
Best we now try to feed food
approximating what the wild bird
would get i.e. Redtails, ground
quarry (rats), Lanners/Sakers,
mixture (rats pigeon and grown
on chicken), Peregrines avian,

chicks. | feel that they

are a maintenance |
diet only and whilst
some birds  will
produce eggs that will
hatch, others certainly
will not. Four years
ago because of a
shortage of pigeons, |
had to feed my A.l.
hat peregrines a chick
diet. The semen that
they produced was of
a very poor quality, after consultation with the vet, the diet
was returned to pigeon and after four weeks the semen
quality was back to normal. | mention this because if | had
not been checking this semen on a daily basis | would not
have known of the problem. If the birds had been naturally
copulating | would have had either non fertile eggs or ones
that were so weak that they would have died early on in
incubation with no idea as to what had caused the problem.

Super Rolex Icubator

being used as a hatcher.

(pigeon). You will note that no 7op of the range Curfew Incubator. It is possible to use a combination of the three techniques,

mention is made of day old A lot of incubator for the money.

like, let the parents sit for seven days, then put the eggs
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RAPTOR EGGS

by Ceri Griffiths

under a broody or in an
incubator. Pick up the eggs as
soon as they are laid, put
under a broody for seven days
then put into an incubator.
Why do | keep talking about
eggs having seven to nine
days natural incubation? It is
generally agreed that the most
critical time for an egg is the
first seven to nine days of
incubation and unles; you are . g newlife Incubator

very sure of your incubator spoying egg turning movement.
and your own technique then it

may be advisable to let nature do it for you, either under the
parents or a broody hen.

NATURAL PARENTS SITTING.

There is very little you can do here to help. |f the birds you
have sitting are expensive ones we always check out their
sitting ability with a clutch of Kestrel eggs first. Be careful
not to under feed, this makes the female aggressive and
restless. Do not overfeed. Some males insist on putting all
the spare up on the nest ledge, some females will put spare
food (particularly day old chicks) under them and sit them
along with the eggs which leads to major disease problems
with the eggs.

BROODY HENS.

The chicken that you intend to use as broodies must be
hand fed from Christmas onwards to make sure they are
super tame. At the same time the purpose built broody
boxes are cleaned out and the hens given a good coating of
“Johnstons Anti Mite.” Here at the Centre we use Silky X

Game Bantams and : = =
these are prized and :
looked after for years. |
They are calm and can
easily be lifted off their
eggs and returned to
them. They will sit for

without a
break,
although this
we regard as
the absolute
limit and we
have never
had one break
being broody.
| find the = DY
handling of Strip of eight Broody Hen boxes.

broodies harder than learning to use incubators so do not
regard this as a easy option - although it is, however far
cheaper!!

INCUBATORS.

For an egg to hatch it needs a correct temperature for its
type over its incubation time and to lose between 12 and
18% of its fresh laid weight by the time of its hatch. This
sounds easy and no doubt for the eggs, mum, or a broody
hen it is. Over the centuries man has built more and more
sophisticated warm boxes for doing just this. An Incubator is

a box which can be kept at a steady temperature. They
come in two basic types, still air and fan assisted. For our
eggs, only the fan assisted is good enough. The incubators
that we use at present are Marsh A. B. and Curfew.

If it is sophisticated (and expensive) then it will also turn
the eggs and be able to control how wet it is. It will also
have back up systems and warning alarms built in. All they
are striving to achieve is this steady temperature within 1/4
degree fahrenheit. An accurate means of controlling the
humidity. A change of air (eggs breath and need oxygen). A
means of moving the egg through 90 degrees about every
hour. Hawk eggs are, | do not have to tell you, rare and
expensive so we breeders try to hatch every egg laid (an
impossibility). It is a fact of life that eggs laid in an aviary
situation are not as viable as eggs laid in the wild. The wild
bird has a better diet, is stronger and lays in fresh places (no
disease), we try by all means to improve the quality of our
eggs, but until we can match our birds wild cousins, our
incubation techniques must be spot on. As the hatch rate
can only be as good as the egg, so the incubator can only be
as good as the thermometer in it. It will be necessary to
either buy (about £50), or borrow a Master thermometer.
These are the only ones that are checked accurate!! You
can then calibrate all your thermometers against the master
by putting the tips in a ball of plasticine in the incubator.
Expect up to a three degree error! This does not matter so
long as you know and can allow for it.

If the incubator has been used before wash in a weak
solution of washing soda, then fumigate using potassium
permanganate and formalin. Do this outside as the fumes
are noxious. Allow to stand for 20 minutes then run up for 30
minutes. Place in the incubator room. This room should
have a stable temperature of about 70 degrees, this is easily
obtained using a fan heater and a wall thermostat. The
incubator should then be run up for at least seven days to
settle down before you think of putting eggs in it. Before you
collect your eggs, wash your hands, people think that egg
shells are solid, they are not. Disease can all too easily
permeate through the shell. So before you touch the eggs
always wash your hands, or better still, wear polythene
disposable gloves. When you pick the eggs up, handle them
with care, do not shake or handle roughly. Place them one
at a time in an egg box round side up. Go into the incubator
room, black it out and candle the eggs, if they have been sat
for more than seven days you should be able to tell if they
are fertile, note the size of the air sac. Place eggs in the
incubator, most eggs hatch best if stood upright with their
blunt end uppermost, some of the smaller ones (like Barn
Owils) hatch best on their side. | will let you know which as |
do more research. Check the incubator at least night and
morning for main temperature. The wet bulb should be set
initially for 85 degrees and the eggs candled every three
days to compare the air space with the diagrams below. If
you feel that the space is too big then increase your humidity
and if too small dry it out a Little. Make all adjustments very
slowly.

In the next article | will show you how to control the weight
loss of the egg very accurately (humidity of incubator) and
how to get the best from the three makes of incubator that |
have mentioned. Also how and when to get into problem
eggs, help out weak chicks and how best to feed and raise
young birds in brooders.
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Twyford Country Centre,
Evesham, Worcestershire

0386 443348

The Owl Centre

H.Q. of the British Owl Breeding & Release
Scheme (B.O.B.A.R.S.)

One of the most comprehensive collections of owls
in the world.

See all the British species living communally in the unique

Layboumn Aviary.

Leam about our World Owl Project by joining one of our 1

which teach the techniques of wild study and captive breeding.

Guided tours available for groups and individuals.

Historic castle, world famous grounds with superb views, nature trail, wildfowl
Eond, Buttery Restaurant, Garden Centre and shops. World of Owls
xhibition, CCTV on some nests, ‘Meet The Birds' demonstrations daily.
Owl Centre open every day of the year. 11 amto 5 pm.

S.A.E. for further details from The Owl Centre, Muncaster Castle,
Ravenglass, Cumbria CA18 1RQ. Tel: 0229 717393,

or 3 day courses

E Falconry Courses:

Hunting Parties:
Early booking is essential for 92/93 hunting parties.

on:-

May 30th, June 27th and July 25th.

Cotswold Falconry Centre, Batsford Park,
Moreton-in-Marsh, Glos. GL56 9QB.
Telephone: (Blockley) 0386 701043,

Open 7 days a week from March 1st - October 31st and open weekends only
during November and December.

Join us for a day on our very popular introductory course.

We now sell Honeybourne Farm’s best quality boxed chicks.

Ray Prior will be here with his full range of Falconry Equipment
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NEWS Continued

RAPTOR CONVICTIONS

A list of stolen raptors still outstanding from 1991. The descriptions
(where possible) are as they were at the time of the theft.

PEREGRINES
1. Male Ring No. UK64916
2. Female Ring NO. UK 76338
3. Male Ring No. 6755W. Also wearing metallic blue WHC ring.
Part imprint. Two centre deck feathers imped.

RED-TAILED HAWKS
1. Female Ring No. 0015X. 8 years old.

HARRIS HAWKS
1. Female Ring No. 3648W. 1 year old. Scar on back of right leg.
Squawks a bit but is not an imprint.
2. Male Ring No. 4865W. Has had a broken right leg.

GOSHAWKS
1. Male Ring No. 2359V. 5 months old. Imprint and screamer.
1/2 Harris-Hawk feather imped into deck.
2. Female Ring No. 0550W plus UK79696. Aged 7 years.
3. Male Ring No. UK76402. Aged S years.
N.B. Nos 2 & 3 are a breeding pair.

NEW ZEALAND FALCON.
1. Female Ring No. 0123U.

THE FOLLOWING OWLS ARE ALSO OUTSTANDING:-
1. Pair European Eagle Owls. Age 6 years plus.
2. Pair of Great Horned Owls.
3. Turkmanian Female.
4. Bengal male.

During 1991 a large amount of raptors were stolen and there is no

indication that these thefts will not continue. The list of stolen birds is
longer than given, but some have now been recovered and it is not
worth mentioning the others as there is no description and the owners
have not bothered to get back to me with even the ring number in
some cases.

The good news is though, in respect of the raptors recovered there
has or will be prosecutions to follow. Police Forces throughout the
country are now aware of these thefts and are working hard in an
effort to eliminate them. I feel a mention should be made in particular
to Chester Police, York Police and Lancs Police who have between
them recovered 10 stolen raptors including owls for which
prosecutions will take place.

The following persons have recently appeared at court:-

Walter William Taylor of Ellesmere Port, Chester.
Appeared Wallesley Magistrates Court on 20.12.91.
(a) Selling wild kestrels Fined £100

Costs £50

Lawrence Martin Cook of Harperhey, Manchester.

Appeared at South Ribble Magistrates Court on 29.1.92.

(a) Receiving stolen property (Peregrines & Lanners)
Fined £200 Costs £100. Compensation of £1000 to be paid
following the death of one of the Peregrines.

(b) Illegal possession of Peregrines/Lanners.
Fined £200.

I would once again appeal for any information in connection with
theft of raptors or any offences connected with them. Any information
received will be treated as confidential. I am contactable at Twyford
Police Station Tel: 0734 536000 ext 6257 or by telephone answer
phone 0734 321243 for anyone who would like to leave a message
only.

¥
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Introducing the Bird of Prey and Falconry
Centre at Bridgnorth.

At the centre we have a varied variety of birds
to see. Owils, Falcons, Hawks, and a six month
old Tawny Eagle. We open at 10 - 5.30 7 days a
week, flying birds daily (weather permitting).

Our supply of falconry equipment is the largest,
and at the lowest possible prices in the Midlands.

The Falconry Centre is set on a 10 acre site
with other attractions such as, Seasons Garden
Centre, The Candle Workshop, one of the largest
pet shops in Europe, an arcade which boasts
many Crafts Shops and a licenced Gardeners
Rest eating house, all set out in the countryside.

For further information please contact us at
The Falconry Centre on 0902 701115.

PEREGRINE KEEPERS

Dr D. Parkin of the Nottingham University has
approached the Department of the
Environment for assistance in contacting

Peregrine Falcon breeders to help in his
research into D.N.A. tests (genetic fingering).
He requires blood samples from groups of
related peregrines (e.g. parent and offspring)
to extend his research.

RAPTORS IN THE
EVERGLADES

Philip Snow has produced another superb centre
spread painting exclusively for the Falconers and
Raptors Conservation Magazine and is offering
the original for sale.

If you are interested please contact Philip on

0248 351223
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HAWKS 2 HORSES

article in The Field
(September 1991) by the
President of the British

Falconers’ Club, Anthony Jack,
mentioned that the Old Hawking
Club last hawked rooks with a
mounted field in 1926 on Salisbury
Plain. Although | was born in
Salisbury and spent my early years
up on the downs at Ashmore | have
never hawked rooks there.
However, over the last 22 years |
have used horses in falconry from
time to time, both in UK and in New
Zealand, with varying degrees of
success. .

-| have trained six horses for hawking,
two light cob types, a thoroughbred, a
New Zealand station hack, an Arab
and a half-Arab. The thoroughbred
was too excitable, but the others
proved satisfactory. My current horse,
Peter, is a 15.3 Arab cross Cleveland
Bay who has been raised with hawks
and now, at 13 is in his prime for
hawking. My wife's horse, Henry, is
pure Arab and has also been reared

rather than the pommel where it would
be in danger of being crushed if the
horse moves. Since 1974 I've used a
purpose built hawking saddle and my
wife uses a Syd Hill Australian stock
saddle. These allow good contact with
the horse along the whole leg, together
with a very secure seat. The horses
need to be very light mouthed and we
use jointed snaffles. | cannot cope with
a double bridle one-handed. They are
taught to neck rein and to stay in an
even pace on a loose rein with leg aids
only. In my experience stock work is
the best way of achieving this although
mounted games are probably just as
good. The horses need to be patent
safety in traffic, with dogs etc and with
other horses and hunting is a good
preparation for them. They are taught
to stand still when one has to get off to
attend to the hawk and a leather-
covered 6 b weight attached by a six
foot line to the bit rings is an effective
portable tether. They must be able to
jump cleanly and go cross-country at
an even pace.

..«m
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Crow hawking in Wales

with hawks but at five years old this is
his first season out with the hawks.

In my experience the best hawking
ponies are not too big; 15.3 is about as
high as | can get on carrying a hawk
without groin strain or split breeks.
One mounts from the ‘wrong’ side so
that the hawk goes over the cantle

When the horses are young they get
used to hawks whizzing around being
given a pipe-opener in the same field.
The horses are initially introduced to
hawking using an old towel covered in
fresh hawk mutes and with bells
attached. This is rubbed all over the
horse and he is allowed a good sniff at

by Dr Nick Fox

it. | then work the horse in all paces in
figure of eights, shaking and waving
the towel all over the place until he is
completely reliable and will not flinch or
change pace. Usually one lesson is
sufficient. Then | continue but carry a
hooded falcon. One could if necessary
use blinkers but | have never had to.

There are three main aspects to
using a horse with the hawks. The first
is manning. Never being one to walk if
| can ride I've found that in the summer
a hack out with a young falcon,
hooded, settles the bird down well and
starts to get the horse and the dogs fit
for the forthcoming season. The next
aspect is looking for a slip. | loath
driving round in a car. | hate the
feeling of being all warm and
comfortable one moment and then
being spat out into a freezing wind with
a fast-disappearing hawk the next.
Also | hate the mind-numbing
monotony of driving around for hours
looking for the perfect slip and getting
more and more fussy. Once | drove for
over five hours without finding a good
set-up. With a horse one hears and
sees a lot more and can get in position
better. Once the flight is in progress it
is much easier to keep in touch. This
is the third aspect and obviously the
most fun. To be able to go like stink,
devil take the hindmost, after the falcon
on a horse which will look after you is, |
believe, the most exciting falconry
there is. To reach them, as falcon and
quarry come down locked together is
an experience forever etched on my
memory.

Not having anyone from the old days
to teach me | have had to work it out
as | went along. This has meant
making quite a few mistakes, some
hilarious and some potentially
dangerous. When galloping over
rough ground, all ones hawking gear
takes a hiding. You could as well tow
the radio on a piece of string behind for
all the jolting it gets. Erecting a yaggi
on horseback in a stiff breeze on top of
a Welsh mountain is character-forming
stuff, not improved when you think you
hear a bleep and decide to start
swinging the lure as well! The receiver
is fitted in an interior pocket of the
hawking bag and the bag is secured by
a belt and a shoulder strap. Threaded

26 The Falconers & Raptor Conservation Magazine



EEEEERET R el .

-V

BEE SBNTE WA TSR T wesw

up the shoulder strap is some fishing
trace connected to the antenna socket.
This acts as a simple, line of sight, not
very directional, aerial— effective up to
a mile. It is connected all the time and
at a flick of a switch | can tell if the
hawk is line of sight or not. If the
situation warrants a yaggi | have one
made by Tony Owens which folds right
up into my hawking bag. One strapped
to your back is unsafe in the event of a
fall.

All the other gear must be well
stowed. | have had the lure bounce
out at speed and tangle in the horse's
back legs. | have also inadvertently hit
the horse on the head with the lure
while at speed. I've slipped the hawk
and been just about to gallop after it
when I've dropped the hood onto the
ground. | always use a belt block and
carry a spare hood in the saddlebag.
You cannot easily ride with an
unhooded crow hawk. | also carry
fencing pliers and sometimes, hobbles.

Obviously for rook or crow-hawking
the ground needs to be as open as
possible and preferably ridable at
speed without the risk of running into
bogs or having to go round them. The
best ground is permanent pasture but
this is often in the form of large fields
with wire fences. In this case the
system we use is that once the flight is
under way, one of the Field must reach
the gate and open it for the falconer to
go straight through and he will then
kick on and try to get up with the
falcon. If the hawk is down one needs
to be cautious galloping up the last
couple of hundred yards because of
beaten rooks flushing from some small
place right under the horse. On one
occasion | managed to get right under
the flight only to have the crow dive
down and try to hide under the horse,
with the falcon right behind. Another
time | had to use the horse to chivy the
crow out from where it had come down
among some cows and calves. Finally,
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Sandy with a rook in a small patch of nettles.

Nick Fox, Bruce Cameron, Diana Durman-Walters & Sandy with a carrion
Crow.

once on a hot day | got up to the hawk
and picked her off the kill. Unnoticed
by me she muted straight into my hard
hat lying on the ground. | put the hat
back on and went on my way, thinking
how warm and sticky the weather had
become!

This year my wife and | treated
ourselves to a few days on the Scottish
Borders on some ground which Diana
Durman-Walters kindly lined up for us.
We boxed up the horses and took with
us a young hacked falcon ‘Sandy’ out
of one of my sakers using semen from
Martin Jones peregrine junior. We got
the horses fit and Sandy killing crows
here in the Welsh hills before we left.
On our best day Bruce Cameron joined
us on Baxter. Leaving Bonchester we
took in the down wind side of Mr
Hamilton s Moss above Hawthorn Hill
and slipped Sandy at a pair of moor
crows on passage 450 yards up wind.
Sandy went hard at them and they all
climbed. We had a good run up the
side of the moss. Sandy bested the
crows and they tried to outmanoeuvre
her in the air with twisting dives almost
to ground level. We covered the
ground as best
we could to try to
head them off as
the crows were
making progress
across the wind
to Chapel o'
Cross Plantation
about 400 yards
away. The crows
stuck together
which effectively
meant that Sandy
was flying two at
once. Whenever
one crow was
free for a moment
it climbed and

went for cover. We couldn't make it in
time to help Sandy and we pulled up
two hundred yards short of the
plantation when the crows put in and
she threw up.

We took her down, covered the
remainder of the moss with no further
crows and then headed out over
Hoggfield Hill. From the top of
Hoggfield Plantation we spied a good
lot of rooks only about 300 yards into
the wind. Sandy went hard at them
climbing and | pulled out all the stops
on Peter. Bruce followed me up and
my wife kept along the ridge in case
they went right-handed over the hill.
The flight was a melee for a while
driving upwind considerably faster than
we could gallop. | have no recollection
of what ground we covered. | left Peter
to do his best on a loose rein while with
eyes streaming | tried to see how
Sandy was faring. They weren't high
up, only about two tree heights, and in
the confusion | caught glimpses of
brown as the falcon flicked over. | got
caught at a gate which | daren't jump.
| slid off, yanked it open and as Peter
pushed past | swung back on, leaving
the gate for the others. On we went,
the rooks trying to make the trees at
Eastside Farm Steading. Out of sight
of the others we clattered down past a
drystone wall. Some of the rooks had
made the wood and then | saw them
spiral up and knew that Sandy was
down on a kill. | trotted down through
the yard past the hayshed, listening for
her bell. | jumped off Peter and let him
go. The others, coming up over the
brow of the hill caught him up and led
him back down. | heard the chink of
the bell but being deaf in one ear |
couldn't locate it. | sorted it out with
the radio. She was discussing an old
rook in a small patch of nettles just
twenty yards short of the trees.
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Dear Editor's

| am putting pen to paper in response
to various articles and letters which
appeared in the Spring '92 edition of your
magazine.

Falconry in Britain has two things
which really should be strengths but seen
to be quite the opposite.

The first is the passionate enthusiasm
of all those partaking in this ancient art. 1
am sure that most people like me would
vote for higher taxes and interest rates in
any election where the alternative was a
loss of our sport.The second is the room
for individualism allowed us by present
legislation.

Sadly, our passionate enthusiasm
seems to make us talk from the heart, not
the head which is something we blame
the antis for. Surely no falconer would
like to see our sport threatened yet we
still feel we can make ourselves look
good by knocking others.

Mr Hawkins letter | thought made a lot
of sense but it would have been better to
say “many falconers do not rate lanners,
luggers, etc but my experience is this. . .”
Instead he brands all those with views
different to his as “so called falconers.”
They are not “so called falconers” but
genuine enthusiasts with their own
individual view.

Like-wise, Ceri Griffiths article was a
joy to read. | have met Griff a few times
and respect his experience and have had
the good fortune to fly many birds which
have lower moulting than flying weights.

The sad thing is that his article would
have been of just as much interest to the
enemies of our sport as it was to the
supporter.

Another case of our room for individual
views causing weakness.

| too have met falconers who make my
stomach turn usually for no more reason
than a personality clash or a strong
difference of approach.

| feel it is time we buried the hatchet
and started to be more objective. If a
falconer you dislike has completely
different views and techniques to you and
his birds are as healthy as yours, he is
your friend. | don’t mean we should not
speak our mind or that we should go
around patting each other on the back.

What we should be doing is, no matter
how badly someone annoys you by his
views, always bear in mind that you and
he have too much in common to allow
these things to divide you, so for that you
will jeopardise falconry in order to make
your argument heard.

Before writing this | spoke to a few
falconers that | do get along with (yes,
there are one or two) and all agreed to
make an effort to be more united in 1992.

Yours sincerely
lan McCheyne
Banff,

Dear Editor,

In reference to the article in the Spring
'92 Edition "Hawking in the District of the
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River Isak-Kul"(translated by Lorant de
Bastyai). It stated that the bird would fly
back to the lure as far as 10-12 verst, but
Lorant did not know how far a verst was.

| was recently going through an old
book and it stated:-

3 ARSHIN = 1SOJEN
500 SOJEN = 1VERST
1 ARSHIN = 2°¢

Therefore 1 verst = 3500ft or 1.067 km.
So a bird returning 12 verst to the lure is
flying some 42000 ft (7.95 miles) or 12.8
km. I'm sure this would test most
falconers nerves.
Yours sincerely
Andy Cotton.

THE BUCKINGHAMSHIRE
BARN OWL GROUP

The Barn Owl, once a common sight in
our countryside, is now gravely threatened,
due to the loss of traditional hunting
grounds and nest sites. The
Buckinghamshire Barn Owl Group, which is
part of the Hawk & Owl Trust's Barn Owl
Conservation Network, is desperately
seeking information of sightings of Barn
Owils in the county, so as to extend their
conservation management programme to
save these beautiful birds.

All reports would, of course, be dealt with
in the strictest confidence, on our “Hootline”
number (0296) 415474,

Mark Chester,
10 Twitchell Lans, Aston Clinton, Nr.
Aylesbury, HP22 5JJ. Tel 0296 631857.



E The professional range
of vitamins, probiotics and
VETARK  disinfectants for raptors,

PROFESSIONAL
available direct or from vets

and local stockists.

Remember!
A day old chick was an egg,
it is just as imbalanced as a
h diet.. Lab or farmed rodents
lij on artificial diets lack many
vitamins and mineralsinc

ACE-High
a supplement with extra amounts of vitamins P&P
A.C and E. Formulated so that a small and 908 £5.00
palateable amount fulfills the birds needs for 100g £7.00
these essential vitamins

Nutrobal

a bigh potency supplement formulated as a

calcium balancer to correct deficient diets, 100g £4.25
it can be used mixed with ACE-High in

breeding birds

The ultimate probiotic
AVIPRO the proven probiotic and
electrolyte blend for stressed or sick birds for
on food or in water used by avian vets, very 100g £6.90
useful when having antibiotic treatment

VETARK ANIMAL HEALTH, P.0.Box 60, Winchester, S023 9XN

Tel 0962-8803786, fax 0962-881790

The Owls Nest

Bookshop ==,

Birds of Prey of the -
British Isles B. Martin £16.99 March ‘92
Falconry J. Parry-Jones £17.95
The Barn Owl D. Bunn £16.00
Falconry & Hawking P. Glasier £35.00

Hunters of the African Sky  P. Steyn £50.00

The Enchanting Owl C. Toops £16.95
The Kestrel A.Village  £18.00
Population Ecology

of Raptors I. Newton £19.50
Eagles, Hawks &

Falcons of the World L. Brown £35.00
Birds of Prey P. Burton £14.95
Birds of Prey. ed. Dr. I. Newton £14.95
Falconry Manual F. Beebe £12.50
Falconry Art & Practice E. Ford £16.99 NEW
African Birds of Prey P & B Pickford£25.00

Birds of Prey of S. Africa P. Steyn £30.00

Plus over 600 other titles on birds all listed in our
FREE brochure
P+P £2.00 per book max £4.00 per order.

Order from: The Owl’s Nest Bookshop, Birdworld,
Holt Pound, Nr Farnham, Surrey. GU10 4LD. Tel: 0420
22668 Fax: 0420 23715

I.H. & J.A. Clark

Day old chicks of superior quality
£15 per 1000 collected fresh

or
blast frozen & boxed.
BOO .veeevveeeeeeeeeereeeseesesesseeesseseresesaesees £19.50
T50 e eeeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereesesesesarenrens £22.00
1000 .. eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeee et eesrsenensenns £28.50

Yes! These prices include chicks and delivery
to your door!

LARGER QUANTITIES DELIVERED
AT SUBSTANTIAL DISCOUNTS

Rats and mice also available at competitive
rates.

Send cheques/postal orders to:-
L.H. & J.A. Clark
Wrainhow
Lewth Lane
Wood Plumpton
Preston, Lancs PR4 0TD.
or telephone:

0772 690583 or 0850 741569

Understanding Birds of Prey

“Raptor Emergencies and First Aid - a
course for Falconers and Rehabilitators”

This course is intended for all those who work closely
with birds of prey. It is designed to help Falconers and
Rehabilitators to cope with emergency situations, and
to help distressed and injured birds of prey to survive
until they can receive specialist veterinary help.

Principle lecturer - Neil Forbes B. Vet. Med MRCVS.
Course Organiser - Mike Nicholls Ph.D, M.Sc.

Course outline - Health and Disease; Nutrition;
Housing and Transport; Emergencies; Treatment of
Shock; Assessment of Viability of Injured Birds.

Date of course - Saturday 18th July 1992, between
10.00am and 4.30 pm.

Course fee - £50, including full course notes; a take
home first-aid kit; Lunch, Tea and Coffee. This does
not include overnight accommodation, which can be
provided at extra cost.

Venue and Further Information
- Shelagh Mason, Science Department, Christ
Church College, CANTERBURY,Kent. CT1 1QU.
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What It Is All About

Falconers tend to think that a dog is
an automatic game finding machine.
Handler removes lead. Dog finds game.
Dog points game. (Falconer eventually
ready. ) Dog flushes game. Hawk
catches game. Home for tea.
Absolutely correct in an ideal world but
with the proviso that the handler trains
the dog first! Before anyone sets about
training a dog to do anything it is vitally
important that,first, he knows what
objective he is trying to achieve and,
secondly, he knows how to go about
achieving it. All very elementary stuff
but if the trainer does not know what he
is meant to be doing, what chance has
the poor dog got?

At the risk of teaching anyone’s
grandmother to suck the proverbial eggs | shall lay out the
requirements of a falconer’s dog and say a little about the two
vital factors of wind and scent. The whole process of training
any animal or bird to do anything is to teach it a simple action in
response to a word of command (e.g. SIT [beside you]) and
then, as it masters lesson 1, use lesson 1 as a platform to teach
lesson 2 (e.g. Sit [while you walk away]) and that mastered, use
lesson 2 as a platform to teach lesson 3 (e.g. SIT [at a distance
from the trainer]) and so on. Each lesson or platform can be
regarded as a row of bricks and the initial lessons are the
foundations and the subsequent lessons are the house. No
foundations - house falls down!

In addition to the normal basic lessons of SIT, DOWN, HEEL
and HERE, the falconer requires a dog that will “quarter” the
ground (i.e. zig-zag backwards and forwards in front of the
handler), locate the game, point it, hold its point, road in and
flush the game on command and then drop to flush.

Why does the dog quarter? | am frequently telephoned by
falconers and the conversation runs along these lines, "My dog
won'’t point. | saw a pheasant and the dog didn’t point it.”

“Which way was the wind blowing?”

Viszla learning to point pheasants at the warren.

The author in Caithness

“What's that got to do with it?”

“.... Clot (or similar words!”

There is almost always a wind blowing in some direction. The
Beaufort Scale for windspeed varies from O to 10. There is
seldom a force 0 (and fortunately, seldom a force 10 -
Hurricane!). The prevailing wind can be seen from the cloud
direction but at ground level trees, hedges, hills, valleys, dips
and mounds can make winds in the immediate vicinity blow in
any direction and also change direction every few yards.
Furthermore the wind direction at human head height may be
different from that at dog head height. Howaever for training we
require a large flat expanse of ground with a constant wind
direction and preferably a warm, moist South Westerly force 2 -
3.

Now a pointing dog locates game by the body scent of the
game being borne on the air at about 18” - 24” above ground
level towards and into the dog’s nostrils. When the dog
encounters this scent (which can be imagined as coming from
the game in a cone shape) it's own experience will tell it that the
origin of this scent lies upwind, i.e. into the wind, at the point of
the cone. Now in order to find game if a dog “bores” upwind in
a straight line it will only scent game directly in its path on a one
yard wide front. However if a dog quarters backwards
and forwards, say 200 yards either side of its handler,
it will locate any game across a 400 yard front thus
having a 400 times better chance of locating game.
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Having scented the game it can then point it (of
which more later), the pointing instinct having been
induced by several hundred years of selective
breeding.

Therefore in order to locate game a pointer must
have the scent of its quarry borne to the dog on the
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Doug Morgan, a founder member of the Welsh Hawking Club,
shooting over one of the authors pointers in Caithness. He never
had a classic stance, (the dog, not Doug), but he never told a lie
(the dog, not Doug).

wind. But, in practise,.one cannot go on hunting into the wind
for ever or one is soon over the boundary. A compromise is to
hunt the dog on a “cheek” wind i.e. a side wind (or a wind that is
blowing on one cheek or the other). Not as effective but still
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On NO ACCOUNT EVER hunt a dog downwind i.e. with the
wind or you will end up with a long range spaniel because the
dog will “oump” the game before it knows the game is there and
will probably chase the game it has put up into the bargain! Put
the dog on a lead and lead it back downwind to the starting
point, move over one beat and start again parallel to the
previous one.

How far either side of the handler should the dog quarter?
How long is a piece of string? In the open i.e. a grouse moor, |
like the dog to hunt as far on either side of me as it will go and
let the dog turn when he wants to provided that the control is
still there i.e. | can still turn it or stop it at maximum distance if |
need to. Control is like a length of elastic - the longer it gets,
the thinner is gets! In cover 15 - 20 yards either side of the
handler is plenty. Take three sticks, push one in the ground and
then pace out 15 yards either side of it and push the other two
in. Have a good look at what 15 yards looks like and memorise
it.

The other factor involved is scent. The scent of game is
extremely unpredictable and variable due to relative ground and
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G.W.P learning to point rabbits at the warren. (Rabbit Is out of
dogs sight).

air temperatures, humidity, atmospheric pressure, wind
strength and quality, etc., etc. “Nowt so queer as scent, ‘cept its
a woman” as the great man said. One day a dog may wind a
pheasant at 100 yards and the next day the same dog may
wind the same pheasant in the same place at 2 yards, so our
imaginary cone is of variable length before petering out. If one
dare generalise the specialist “English” pointers and the setters
will wind game much further away than the continental Hunter
Pointer Retrievers (HPRs) which have other qualities under the
same scenting conditions. Therefore on each “beat” of its
quartering a dog should take in as much ground i.e. cast
forward before turning, as it can cope with according to the
scenting conditions at the time. Putting it at its most ridiculous,
if a dog can wind a bird at 20 yards one day it should turn into
its next beat 19 yards on from the last whereas if a dog can
wind game at 50 yards it should take in 49 yards. All very fine
in theory. With experience a dog can adjust its beat and pace -
the worse the scent, the slower the dog should run and the
better the scent, the faster it can run - to suit scenting
conditions but with a young dog the handler wili have to do this
thinking for him. Since all hunting breeds of gundog have
infinitely better noses than us and an inbred hunting pattern,
the essence of training one is TO LET IT TRAIN ITSELF BUT
(paradoxically) NEVER LET IT GET AWAY WITH ANYTHING.

FOOTNOTE - Seeing your list a clubs in the last issue
reminds me of the Bagshot Bypass Hawking Club when four of
us flew goshawks three full afternoons a week, every week in
Surrey, Sussex, Hampshire and Berkshire in the late '60s and
early ‘70s. Wae flew our hawks from the BFC Falconers’ Feast
(first Friday in November) - leaffall - until the Spring Meeting
(first Friday in May - too much leaf. Although the rabbits had
not made a full comeback following “myxy” we clocked up over
100 head per hawk per season but could never have done it
without our GSPs and English Springers not to mention our
ferrets.

BIRD PORTRAIT

4

T £100
Head & Shoulders

Full Bird ’i

Send me a photograph and I will do a portrait of
your bird.

I will require £30 deposit and a clear l
photograph. ,
Settlement is required upon completion.

Please send to:
JASON WHITCOCK
61 WESLEY AVENUE, WESTFIELD,
RADSTOCK, Nr. BATH, AVON. BA3 3XD.




Cotswold )

4UW
Tel: (0993) 823006

Why not come and spend a day in
beautiful surroundings at the
Cotswold Wildlife Park and enjoy a
Birds of Prey Demonstration on:-
July 19th, 25th and 26th.
August 2nd, 9th, 15th, 16th and
23rd.

September 6th.

b

Other attractions include
a large and varied collection of
animals from all over the world,
children’s playground e train rides ¢
bar ¢ restaurant and refreshments

The park is situated on the A361, two
\\mz’les south of its junction with the A40. }

BRITISH FALCONERS’ CLUB

Founded in 1927

We offer free help and advice to anyone who wants to take
up the sport of falconry.

Westrongly recommend that nobody should acquirea hawk
without first learning how to handle, feed it, and generally
see to its welfare.

We are the largest and oldest hawking club in the country.
We work closely with the British Field Sports Society (BFSS),
The Federation of Field Sports Associations of EEC (FACE)
and other organisations to see that legislation in EEC or
Britain does not endanger falconry.

For free leaflets please send an A4 S.A.E. with 32p stamp to:-
THE BRITISH FALCONERS’ CLUB

HOME FARM, HINTS, Nr. TAMWORTH,
STAFFORDSHIRE B78 3DW.
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“BIRD OF THE FIST”

e 55 minutes of action packed footage of
Rabbit Hawking with Finnish Goshawks.

e Excellent close-up flight sequences -
many towards camera.

¢ 20 minutes of slow motion
* Superb soundtrack.

* This video contains edited highlights of
four years of falconry and belongs in the
library of every falconry enthusiast.

Please send your cheque/Postal Order for
£25 (including postage & packing) payable
to D. Parry, ¢c/o0 The Falconers Magazine,
20 Bridle Road, Burton Latimer,
Kettering, Northants., NN15 5QP.

Please allow 21 days for delivery — All tapes
sent ‘Recorded Delivery’.

Jo N Em o D S 1
G+ ROBIN HAIGH INCUBATORS -
N THE UK. DISTRIBUTORS FOR LYONMARSH  Jris

f) FARMS SUPER ROLL-X & TURN-X INCUBATORS.
THE BEST SELLING RANGE OFHOBBY &
AND RESEARCH SIZE INCUBATORS.

A
ﬁ
USED BY EVERY MAJOR BREEDING PROJECT WORLDWIDE
ALL MODELS FEATURE FORCED AIR & AUTO TURN WITH SEE-THROUGH
DOMES, AUTO HUMIDITY AND COME COMPLETE WITH THERMOMETERS, FULL
H‘JDS\}BECSESOJ]% EAND. OF COURSE, UNLIMITED ACCESS TO OUR INCUBATION I
IMMEDIATE DESPATCH EX STOCK. OVERNIGHT DELIVERY. WE EXPORT
WORLDWIDE WITH SEVEN DAY DELIVERY TO MOST COUNTRIES. EXPERT
ADVICE, SPARES, SERVICE, REPAIRS, ELECTRONIC SCALES, THERMOMETERS, I
CANDLERS, ALARMS AND EMERGENCY POWER SYSTEMS. NEW! ELECTRONIC
HUMIDITY GAUGE. WE CAN ALSO OVERHAUL AND UPRATE YOUR OLD ROLL-X
INCUBATOR TO THE LATEST SPECIFICATIONS, USUALLY WITHIN 24 HRS. WE I
ARE THE LEADERS IN THE FIELD OF RAPTOR INCUBATION. NO OTHER
INCUBATOR SUPPLIER HAS THE RAPTOR EXPERIENCE THAT WE HAVE.
ROBIN HAIGH INCUBATORS, ABBEY BRIDGE FARMHOUSE, COLONELS LANE,
CHERTSEY, SURREY KT16 8RJ. ENGLAND
TEL/FAX: 0932 560236.

n--—---——--—-—

OBIN HAIGH FALCONRY EQUIPMENT.
MANUFACTURERS AND SUPPLIERS OF EQUIPMENT AND BOOKS TO THE
WORLDS FALCONERS SINCE 1969, I
WE SUPPLY A COMPLETE RANGE OF EQUIPMENT PLUS TELEMETRY
RECEIVERS, TRANSMITTERS, ANTENNA INCLUDING E.G. U.S.A. MADE MN10
REGEIVER/TRANSMITTER & POUCH, £550. I
BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS. NEW, SECONDHAND, RARE AND ANTIQUARIAN.
WE STOCK THE WORLDS LARGEST SELECTION INCLUDING TITLES ON
FALCONAY, RAPTORS AND OWLS. AL OUR BOOK PRICES INCLUDE POST & l
{F YOU ARE LOOKING FOR ANY PARTICULAR TITLE GIVE US A CALL WE
PROBABLY HAVE IT IN STOCK. WE ALSO BUY WHOLE COLLECTIONS OR |
INDIVIDUAL TITLES.

VIDEOS
A GOOD RANGE OF QUALITY VIDEOS AT KEEN PRICES. FRESH & FROZEN I
CHICKSFROM THE UK.'S MOST MODERN AND HYGEINIC PRODUCTION UNIT.
GOOD DISCOUNTS FOR LARGE QUANTITIES, COLLECTION ONLY, PHONE FOR
DETAILS. CRDERS TAKEN NOW FOR 1982 BRED TOP QUALITY HARRIS HAWKS, '
REDTAILS, LANNERS AND LUGGERS. ALL BIRDS FROM UNRELATED STOCK
ﬁrPEPh?gEN'E%EARED. PLEASE INCLUDE A SELF ADDRESSED ENVELOPE WITH
ROBIN HAIGH FALCONRY EQUIPMENT, ABBEY BRIDGE FARMHOUSE, I
COLONELS LANE, CHERTSEY, SURREY KT16 8RJ. ENGLAND

TEL/FAX: 0932 560236.



During regular meetings held since 1989 by
the JNCC Barn Owl Liaison Group which
discusses all issues relating to Barn Owls, the
subject of Barn Owl reintroductions was
raised, and the Barn Owl Working Group for
the Department of the Environment was set
up. It was composed of representatives of the
British Bird Council, British Owl Breed and
Release Scheme, Barn Owl Trust, British Trust
for Ornithology, the Hawk and Owl Trust, the
RSPB and the RSPCA. Recommendations
from the Working Group resulted in the
agreement of the Minister of State for the
Department of the Environment that the Barn

Young in nest

Owl should be
included on
Schedule 9 of
the Wildlife and
Countryside
Act 1981.
Whilst some
concerns have
already been
voiced over this inclusion, the decision was
the result of a unanimous agreement between
the organisations represented on the Working
Group, and is something that responsible
operators of reintroduction schemes have
themselves been calling for for a number of
years.

It is estimated that there are up to 30,000
captive Barn Owls in the UK, compared with a
wild population of around 5,000 breeding
pairs. Yet as many as 5,000 domestic-bred
Barn Owls are released into the wild each year
in an effort to bolster the declining wild
population. Many reintroductions are carried
out in a responsible manner, with sites being
chosen which offer suitable habitat, sufficient
prey and adequate nest sites, and records
kept on the subsequent success or otherwise
of the released birds. Even so, a large
percentage of birds, which are released into
unsuitable habitats using methods which are

Barn Owl returning with food.

inappropriate, are destined not to survive, and
it is for this reason that inclusion of the Bamn
Owl on Schedule 9 has been recommended.

Annexing to Schedule 9 is unlikely to take
place until later this year. In the meantime the
Working Group is preparing and agreeing
guidelines for Barn Owl reintroduction,
adherence to which will form part of the
eventual licensing conditions. All persons
currently carrying out reintroductions will be
invited to apply for a licence in 1993, and it is
believed that almost all of those operating
responsible schemes would be likely to
receive licences for that year. It is anticipated
that licencees will be asked to complete by an
“End of Year Report Form", the content of
which is currently under discussion.

It is stressed that the Working Group is not
currently considering the possibility of
changing the status of the Barn Owl by
including it on Schedules 3 or 4 of the Act.

The organisations represented on the
Working Group are all committed to Barn
Owl conservation. The Hawk and Owl
Trust has been actively involved for many
years, and following the publication of
“The Barn Owl - its Past, Present and
Future” (C. Shawyer, 1987) and other
conservation booklets, has initiated many
Barn Owl conservation projects. One of
the most exciting has been “Operation
Riverside Link” in Lincolnshire. A joint
scheme with the National Rivers
Authority, Anglian Region has resulted in
the erection of 46 pole-mounted nest
boxes within 50 km of grassland corridor
on the South Forty Foot River and the
Glen River. The project has already
achieved a high level of success with
Barn Owls and Kestrels breeding
successfully in about 10 of the boxes
each year.

“Operation Barn Owl - South West
Scotland” began as a survey in 1982
which identified the rapid loss of natural
nesting sites. In 1984 nestboxes (made
for the Trust by the inmates of a local
prison) were erected in the study area.
At that time the population under study
numbered around 20 pairs, two of which
were nesting in Hawk and Owl Trust

nestboxes, and 18 at natural sites the
majority of which were considered
vulnerable. By 1991, 47 pairs were
breeding in nestboxes with a further nine
at remaining natural sites. Since 1984,
159 pairs have fledged 597 owlets from
Trust boxes, and a large proportion of
these have been ringed. In total at least
1,000 owlets have fledged from the
Trust's study area, from both artificial and
natural sites, making this the most
successful conservation project in
Europe.

The Hawk and Owl Trust's Barn Owl
Conservation Network aims to secure the
future of the Barn Owl and its habitat
through a countrywide programme of
creative conservation, practical research
and imaginative education. The
Network’s advisory team consists of over
100 voluntary and experienced owl
enthusiasts, researchers and
professional ornithologists.

In the UK as a whole over 300 owlets
have fledged from Hawk & Owl Trust
boxes which have been placed on newly-
created habitat corridors, and this work is
proving so successful that it is continually
being expanded into new areas.

The Hawk and Owl Trust is to hold its

AGM at St. William’s College, York, in
April, followed by a day's field trip to the
North Yorkshire Moors. Further details
about the Trust can be obtained by
writing to “The Hawk and Owl Trust, c/o
Zoological Society of London, Regent's
Park, London NWI 4RY”.

Sue M. Dewar
Hawk & Owl Trust

Hawk and Owl Trust making entrances
to possible nest sites.
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CLIVERTON LTD
Vale House, Stody, Melton Constable
Norfolk NR24 2EG
Telephone (0263) 860388

The
Butt&ezrﬂy
Falconry Park

Long Sutton Lincolnshire
OPEN March 28th - November 1st DAILY 10am to 6pm

Hundreds of free flying exotic BUTTERFLIES inside one of
Britain's largest walkthrough tropical houses.

Falcons, Hawks and Owls at our Falconry Centre,

Live displays at 12 noon and 3pm every day
in the attractive settings of the park.

GIFT SHOP - COUNTRY FAYRE SHOP - TEA ROOM

15 ACRES of Fun Outdoors — Farm animal centre
Large adventure playground — Nature trail — Pets corner
Wildflower meadows — Picnic area.

FOR LATEST INFORMATION — PRICES ETC Telephone: 0406 363833 / 363209

Party rates available from
Butterfly & Falconry Park. Long Sutton, Lincolnshire PE12 9LE
JUST FOLLOW THE SIGNS OFF A17
LONG SUTTON BYPASS

THE FALCONRY ﬁ‘_

PR
CENTRE (HAGLEY) “ii4ii
Hurrans Garden Centre, Kidderminster Road South, Hagley,West
Midlands DY9 0JB. Telephone: (0562) 700014 Fax: (0562) 700177
FALCONRY COURSES
4 days and 2 days Beginners Courses (All Year)
1 Day Hunting Trips (Nov - March)

VIDEOS All credit cards accepted

Fistful of feathers £18.00

Hunting Hawk £12.50

Owls £5.95
Postage FREE

4]

ANDBESEY ™

QL
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Quail are recogniéed as an excellent food source
for breeding and flying birds of prey.

We can supply any number of top class Quail
(approx 8oz) at 50 pence each plus packing and
delivery.

Sorry - no live birds.

Tel: 0235 772040

34 The Falconers & Raptor Conservation Magazine

eview |

BIRDS OFPREYIN ..

THE BRITISH ISLES

by Brian P. Martin
Paintings by Alastair Proud |

m' 'v‘
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The first specialist work
on all British raptors,
including owls, to appear
since 1976 - Brian Martin
takes a detailed look at the
lives of our twenty-three |8
regular breeders and
visitors.

A fascinating introductory
chapter describes how all [
these birds are superbly " ;
adapted to predatory life,
focussing on their heightened L
senses and unusual structures. There is also information on
Britain’s vagrant raptors; those great rarities which excite bird-
watchers everywhere.

Superb colour illustrations featuring specially cornmissioned
paintings of all the birds by Alastair Proud, complement the
text. Silhouettes to aid identification, charming old engravings,
and many colour and monochrome photographs make this a
book to fascinate and delight all those with an interest in these
magnificent birds.

Available from: David & Charles Publishers, Brunel House,
Newton Abbot, Devon TQ12 4PU.

Price £16.99 incP & P.




HOUSING AND
WEATHERINGS

By Robin Haigh

The choice of housing for your bird of prey will be
governed not only by species requirements but also cost
and space available.

Accommodation will be required both for daytime
weathering and night quarters.

Although | know of many falconers who weather their
birds on blocks or bow perches on the lawn unattended |
would suggest that this practice is inherently unsafe.
Lawn weathering should always be supervised for there
are far too many misfortunes that can befall a tethered
bird.

Foxes both two and four legged have been known to
take trained hawks and falcons from their perches in
broad daylight, not to mention the
attention that the smaller raptors
may receive from the local
Tomcat!

Leashes and jesses
occasionally break and a bird
loose with its jesses fastened
together is in serious trouble, but
if weathered during the day in a
custom built enclosure equipment
failure ceases to be a problem
and adequate materials and
locks should ensure that the bird
is not easily got at by
undesirables.

A simple outdoor weathering
can be constructed in an
afternoon and may be of the
lean-to type. say 10ft wide with
8ft long sides and a 3ft flat or
sloping roof. Height should be enough to allow
comfortable access for picking up the bird and cleaning
without stooping. The distance from perch to front mesh
is critical and should be sufficient to allow the tips of the
wings clearance.

Remember that birds on bow perches will require more
space than those on blocks.

Materials for the day weathering can be half or three
quarter inch ply on a 2 x 2" framework, with a ply roof
covered with felt or simply painted with bitumen, which
will last almost as long. | will never use plastic sheeting
of any type again, for it usually becomes brittle and
breaks off and blows away and if it doesn't it acts like a
huge wing and can help the building to take off in a high
wind.

The open half of the roof may be plastic coated chain
link or weldmesh for the larger birds or 3 x 1 weldmesh
for smaller species. A stout door and good locks will take
care of security. It is as well to make sure the enclosure
is securely fastened down so that it can not be blown
over.

Ideally the weathering should face south so that the

Raptor{

HELP & HINTS

bird has a choice of sun or shade, the roof and sides will
protect the bird from wind and rain.

It has occurred to me that perhaps the whole
weathering quarters should be mounted on a large
turntable so that it could face in any direction you wish or
even have a vane on the top rather like a windmills
cupola so that the bird would always be out of the wind.

As an aid to hygiene | fit plastic bulldog clips to the
back wall to hold large sheets of cardboard, from old
cardboard cartons, to protect the timber from hawk
mutes. Once or twice a week it is then a simple matter to
replace the cardboard with new, burn the old and keep
everything hygienic. | will often use cardboard on the
floor underneath the perch also.

Apart from the bow perch or
block the only other facility that
may be required is a shallow
(6”) bath. These can be made
for almost nothing from blue
plastic lime juice or paint drums
with the aid of a jigsaw.

| am not happy to leave any
bird tethered day and night and
would never keep it in an
exposed weathering tethered
during the winter for this is
simply asking for trouble
particularly with some of the sub
tropical species such as Harris
Hawks and Lanners, which are
both susceptible to frostbite and
associated problems such as
“blain”, the old name for a
bursitus of the end wing joint.

Instead | keep all my birds loose in enclosed aviaries,
of at least 16 x 8 by 7ft high, where they can choose
where they wish to sit. - Turned loose in an enclosed
aviary your bird will be comfortable, snug and unlikely to
suffer any problems even in the coldest winter.

The advice in this article only applies to manned birds,
any that have not reached the stage that they will not
come to, and sit on the glove willingly should not be
turned loose in shed or enclosed aviary but should be
kept tethered to an indoor perch during training.

If space is a problem and you have nowhere to site and
enclosed aviary then a large shed with a perch at either
end, double entry doors and vertical barred window will
do the job. Do make sure there are no hooks, nails or
obstructions that can damage the bird.

There is of course a lot to be said for having your hawk
in the home with you, for this can only improve its
tameness and in my opinion a well trained bird must take
everything from loud noises to sniffing dogs in its stride.
And you should be able to walk up to it, around it and
even step over it while feeding without the bird batting an
eyelid.

s
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aird SHOW DATES 1992 e ROSE COTTAGE, BURYBAR LANE,
19 - 20 April Yorkshire Festival of Transport NEWENT, GLOS. GL18 1PT.
e, ﬁ:‘;?ﬁf;“:m;ﬁ"“m' Falconry courses tailored to suit individual
¥ Chilham Castle, Canterbury, Kent. requirements from novices onwards.
27- 28 June Midland; Ang:icam vshow Also hunting days for rabbit, hare, partridge and
Himley Hall, Dudley, West Midlands ; H ;:
e Devon & Decset Game & Country Fair pheasant in beautiful rural Gloucestershire.
Allhallows School, Rousden, For more information please write to the above
Nr Lyme Regis, Dorset. address or ring 0531 821753 and ask for Biff,
19 July (1993) Sussex Festival of Transport Jess or thp.
St Michaels School, Burton Park,

Duncton, Nr Petworth, Sussex.

1-2 August Chilham Castle Game & Country Fair
Chilham Castle, Canterbury, Kent.

15 - 16 August Sussex Game & Country Fair
St. Michaels School, Burton Park,
Duncton, Nr Petworth, Sussex.

29 - 31 August Lexus National Carriage Driving and
Country fair,
Windsor Great Park, Windsor, Berks.

30- 31 August Midsummer Mania
Chilham Castle, Canterbury, Kent.

26 - 27 September Yorkshire Game & Country Fair
Harewood House, Leeds, Yorkshire.

1 November Firework Fantasia

Chilham Castle, Canterbury, Kent.
For further information on any of the above, please contact:
County Fairs Show Office, 9 Beechfield Rise, West Midlands,
QSIB 6EL. Tel: 0243 544181 or 0543 264162 Fax: 0243 54406&

Wriaamrr WINDSOR

AS DEADLY

CHORLTON

CANCELEER

“If you read only one thriller
this year make it CANCELEER.
I can’t believe there will
be a better one. The real
stuff, and told in great style”

Tep ALLBEURY

£15.99 384 pages
Hodder & Stoughton Publishers
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The. falcon stood on it's Master s fist:
Proud, e ‘en insolent, she stared around;

She tested the jess as she moved to the wrist,
And she pressed her claws down on the leat

Slowly she turned her majestic proud headl J J
A full half turn without effort; 4
Disdainfully staring, no fear nor dreadji
of we mere mortals: her subjects insteg

: :4
The falconer turned slightly to facghti
The arm moved upwmris' on which the
fZTw wn&t urned briefly, the uessage




CLASSIFIEDS

Guy Wallace has a limited
number of vacancies for
pointing breeds of gundog to be
trained for next seasons
hawking. We also train spaniels

and retrievers.

0874 754311

TAXIDERMY

TELEPHONE (0536) 722794 :
tory note, from the Advertisement Manager*
BIRDS FOR SALE BIRD INSURANCE
) (UK and Overseas)
For your FREE information pack
GYR/SAKER/PEREGRINE 0981 2400522 anytime
PURE-BREDS, HYBRIDS, GOLDEN VALLEY
TRIBREDS, NEW ZEALAND FINANCE & INSURANCE
FALCONS, MERLINS AND Ewyas Harold, Herefordshire HR2 OES.
LARGE HARRISES.
For Colour Brochure telephone: ENGLISH AND FRENCH
Py | | PARTRIDGE FOR SALE.

Dr Nick Fox, 0267 233864.

We represent several long
established breeders of
Peregrines, Goshawks,
Harris Hawks, Saker and
Lanner Falcons. All birds
from first class, proven
strains with references
available.

Phone free to discuss your
requirements on:
0800 333999 or
Fax: 0534 23890

THE RAPTOR CENTRE

1892 PRICE LIST
Lanner Falcons £450
European Eagle Owls £200

Peregrine Falcons
These are dark, full blood
Scottish birds.

Tiercel £500
Falcon £750
Plus many other species
Please call for details
Ring: (0227) 730368
(Canterbury, Kent)

Day old poults and breeding stock.

Also ex-lay, frozen quail.

Tel: 0772 613526.

DOGS

Trained "English" and
German Pointers.
Experienced Grouse,
Pheasant and Rabbits.
From £450.

Guy Wallace
0874 754311

MERLIN GUNDOGS
(Specialists in Dogs for Falconry)
GERMAN WIRE-HAIRED POINTERS
GERMAN SHORT-HAIRED POINTERS
Professionally trained to your own requirements.
Puppies - Part trained and fully trained.
Dogs usually available.

All enquiries please to:-

Gary or Jill on:- 0768 64718

A GREAT DAY OUT

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 10.30am - 5.00pm
BIRDS FLOWN DAILY (Weather permitting)

FALCONRY COURSES AVAILABLE

FROM SEPTEMBER 1992 TO MARCH 1993

wplﬁb ?Eaamkmg Centr

HI-TRAK
TRACKING SYSTEMS

This falcon tracking system was developed specifically for Saudi
Arabia and the Gulf Area. After three years of exhaustive field
trials in the Middle East, we believe we can justly claim to have
produced the best falcon tracking system in the world.
THE HT2000 RECEIVER
THE HT300 TRANSMITTER
THE BEST TELEMETRY SYSTEM OF ITS
TYPE IN THE WORLD

Bryan Paterson, 4, The Crescent, Wolverley,
Kidderminster, Worcestershire. DY10 3RY.
Tel: 0562 850329 Mobile: 0860 832349
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PENNINE
TAXIDERMY
STUDIOS

Best prices paid for deceased
legitimate birds of prey.

Telephone: 0457 762715

*Itis an offence to sell or offer to buy or sell most birds (and other animals dead or alive. without a licence or exception
from the Department of the Environment, or (for dead birds only) registration under section 6 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981. Alladvertisements should be accompanied by a declaration form obtainable, with an explana-

PHILIPP LEGGETT
TAXIDERMIST BIRDS,
MAMMALS, FISH,
SCULPTED,MODELLED
AND MOUNTED TO
HIGHEST STANDARD.
TEL. BOLTON (0204) 23622.

VETERINARY
SERVICES

.V;F) SOUTH BEECH

VETERINARY
S SURGERY

S
SURGICAL SEXING (with

Microchip Identification if required)
of monomorphic birds.

Telephone: A.D. Malley MRCYVS,
Veterinary Surgeon Wickford,

(0268) 560660. Fax: (0268)
562083.

Kestral €50
Red Headed Merlins £1000
Redtail Buzzard £550
Peregrine from £450/800
Lanner £450
Tawny Eagle £2000
Goshawk £650/1000
Merlin £400
Turkmanian Owls £350
European Eagle Owls £300
Snowy Owls £350
Alncan Spotted Owls £125
Black Spars £750/1250

WELSH HAWKING CENTRE

Weycock Road, Barry, South Glamorgan CF6 9AA. Telephone (0446) 734687
We are now taking orders for TOP QUALITY 1992 bred birds.

Orders should be sent by letter with a 10% deposit.
Hawk foods are available at the Centre during working hours.
Chicken chick - £3 per bag of 50 « Turkey Chicks £7 per bag of 100.
Rats £1 for 3 « Mice £1 for 5 * Pinkeys £1 for 10.

Sparrowhawk £50/150
Common Buzzard £200
Feruginous Buzzard £550
Prairie/Peregrine £450/600
Prairie Falcon £450/650
Harris Hawk £750/1000
Lanner/Peregrine £500
American Kestrel £300
MacKinders Owls £350
Savignys Owls £400
Barn Owls £50
White Gyr/any Falcon £1200/2500
Sakers from £450/600

t-=rf‘

We specialise in Nets for covering breedlng pens and alsorelease
pens. The prices are in our brochure which also includes fruit
cages, garden nets and sports nets.

Falconers buy our netting to prevent birds of prey damaging

themselves.

A copy (with samples) will be sent on request.

KNOWLE NETS

(Dept F.), East Road, Bridport, Dorset DT6 4NX
Telephone:0308 24342




MARTIN JONES

urniture S
) ¢

THE FIRST NAME IN PRACTICAL, TOP QUALITY, ORIGINAL FALCONRY EQUIPMENT.

Over 25 years unrivalled experience supplying superior equipment to a wide range of falconers, including
many of the world’s leading exponents.

Only top quality materials used in manufacture.

Our unique working knowledge of most birds currently used in falconry enables us to produce a range of
equipment unsurpassed for fit, quality and practical use.

Most items are available ex-stock, or can be made to customers requirements

BOOKS, VIDEOS AND PRINTS

We stock one of the largest range of books currently in print, as well as several out-of-print titles, plus a
comprehensive range of videos. We also supply a few fine art prints from world-famous artists.

Send S.A.E. for Furniture & Book Lists to:-
Martin Jones, The Lodge, Huntley Manor, Huntley, Gloucestershire GL19 3HG.
Telephone: 0452 830629

FULL ACCESS/VISA FACILITIES AVAILABLE. FAST MAIL ORDER SERVICE
Customers welcome to visit us weekdays (or at weekends by arrangement)

ADVICE:— We offcr free advice on all falconry and raptor keeping matters (please "phone during normal
working hours if possible).

BUY NOW — 1991 PRICES HELD UNTIL 31st MAY 1992

Top Quality Birds

at sensible prices

1992 EYASSES FROM MARTIN JONES

Bred from stock actually proven in the field ( a rarity). The progeny
are also of proven ability, enabling us to match a particular bird to
your requirements. All eyasses are genuinely parent-reared in
skylight and seclusion aviaries (unless otherwise specified). Please
telephone and discuss your requirements, without obligation.
LONGWINGS

Peregrine - game or rook hawking types available. The
gamehawking strain has acquired a very high reputation, and have
excelled themselves at grouse and partridge. Can be hacked if
desired.

Peregrine x Saker hybrid - Combining Peregrine speed and
trainability with Saker manoeuvrability and tenacity, these birds have
made a tremendous name for themselves as all-rounders. Can be
flown in country often considered too enclosed for most longwings.
Arguably the most successful hybrid for UK conditions and quarry.
Merlin and Peregrine x Merlin hybrid - Limited production. A few
occasionally available.

SHORTWINGS

Harris Hawk - Bred from unrelated stock which has proven itself in
the field. Not only are the eyasses parent-reared but are normally
kept with the parents until six months old, thus avoiding any risk of
screaming or imprinting often associated with Harris Hawks from
other sources.

SEMEN

- Proven Peregrine semen available from top quality donor (sire of
over 100 eyasses).

All birds are guaranteed free from any genetic defect.

Contact:-
Martin Jones, The Lodge, Huntley Manor, Huntley,
Gloucestershire GL19 3HG.
Telephone: 0452 830629

Falcon Telemetrics

The complete British-made system operating to maximum
range. Specially designed by practical falconers for use with
Longwings and Shortwings. better than most imported
systems, with the added advantage of immediate back-up
service available in the UK. operates on 173,200-173, 275
mhz. (the legal frequency). Competitively priced.

Basic Price: (to 31st May, 1992):-

RECEIVER £315
FOLDING YAGI £35
CAR MOUNT AERIAL £19.50
SINGLE STAGE TRANSMITTER £45
SMALL LIGHTWEIGHT SINGLE STAGE

TRANSMITTER £47.50
TWO STAGE TRANSMITTER £60
SUPER TWO STAGE TRANSMITTER £70

(in metal tube)
BATTERIES, SPARE ANTENNAE Available at
TAIL MOUNT KITS ETC Competitive prices

(All prices are subject to VAT at the standard rate)

COMPLETE SYSTEM (Receiver, two stage transmitter,
folding yagi and co-axial cable, plus all batteries)
£410 + VAT (Post-free)

FALCON TELEMETRICS

The Lodge, Huntley Manor, Huntley,
Gloucestershire GL19 3HG.
Telephone: 0452 830629

FULL ACCESS/VISA FACILITIES AVAILABLE




CHRi1s CHRISTOFOROU & ALAN M. HUNT

present

THE WILDLIFE & RAPTOR ART
MEWS EXHIBITION

at the
BRITISH FALCONRY and RAPTOR FAIR

NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL CENTRE, STONELEIGH, WARWICKSHIRE

Sat 16th & Sun 17th May 1992

Participating Artists
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Andrew Ellis

LAWY | DEMONSTRATIONS |
i) L\ ON
Steve K]ngston - BOTH DAYS






