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BRITISH HAWKING
ASSOGCIATION

Est. 1967

PIONEERS OF A REALISTIC 5 YR
HAWKING APPRENTICESHIP SCHEME

ASSOCIATION MOTTO:
EQUALITY OUR STRENGTH
UNITY OUR ENDEAVOUR

1) Our objective is to eliminate unethical attitudes and
practices that exist in the hawking fraternity today.

2) Embrace unity for all.

3) Secure you and your childrens future in hawking.

If you are an aspiring falconer tell us about it, you will
get the recognition you deserve with the 'British
awking Association',

If you are a dedicated falconer, a novice falconer or
sim}?lly a falconer who wants to aspire to a higher
'pitch’, social status wealth or poverty, it's just commit-
ment and dedication that secures your membership, pro-
vided that you have not committed any offences under
the 'Wi]dii?{le and Countryside Act'. ether you fly a
Kestrel or a Golden Eagle we at the B.H.A. can assure
you of a warm welcome and the considerate under-
standing you equally deserve at all levels of the sport.

If these few principles apply to %ou, lease send a
stamped addressed envelope to: .H.A.Membership
Secretary, Kennel Farm Cottage, Old Kennel Lane,
Annesley Park, Annesley Nottingham. NG15 OAU

THE B.H.A IS AN EQUAL
OPPORTUNITIES ORGANISATION

THE

HAWK CONSERVANCY
ANDOVER HAMPSHIRE
SP11 8DY

SPRING PROGRAMME

The Centre is open to the general
public from the 1st :

March, every day, s
until the last Sunday L3 &
in October.

Opening times are from 10.30am.
until last admission 4pm (grounds close
Spm) in SPRING, last admission Spm.
(grounds close 6pm) in SUMMER.
Flying demonstration times are
12noon, 2pm. 3pm. & 4pm.

v Y

Two-day Introductory

Falconry courses, limited to

4 students, are available through-
out the Summer on Tues/Weds:
Thurs/Fri. & Sat/Sun. One-day
Introduction to Birds of Prey courses are available

Monday to Friday throughout the Summer.

We are taking bookings now for Hawking Days commencing
Ist Oct "94. Further details Write to Mrs G Keegan, or ring
10am-1pm any day on: 0264 773850, Fax 0264 773772.

Deposits on any of these days can be
paid by CreditCard on the telephone.

SOUTH WALES FROZEN FOOD SUPPLIES
Raptor & Reptile Food

Alicia Thompson

Penybont Farm
171 Waterloo Rd
Penygroes,Dyfed
SA14 7PU

All Food Individually Frozen

Tel: 0269 844610
Fax: 0269 831593
Mobile:0831 221855

THE FALCONER
QUALITY EQUIPMENT BY ROY HART
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Finest handcrafted equipment,
using only the best quality
material and made exclusively
in our own workshops. ! _
/ALTON WAY z ha\N&
WALTON RD i
WELLESBOURNE JREERE
WARKS. Simply the best in the field!
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PHILIP SNOW BA Hons.

is a professional wildlife illustrator, whose work is regularly
published worldwide in books, magazines, prints and cards
etc., by such as, BBC WILDLIFE, COLLINS, RSPB,
AMERICAN EXPRESS, BIRDWATCHING, BRITISH
BIRDS, CHESHIRE LIFE,INTERCONTINENTAL of N.
York, Texas's OCEAN WORLD and Turkey's TURQUOISE
magazine etc.

He has exhibited in many of London's top venues, |.LE. THE
SOUTH BANK, THE BARBICAN, ASS. OF ILLUSTRA-
TORS, SOCIETY OF WILDLIFE ARTISTS, THE TRYON
GALLERY, THE DESIGN CENTRE, OLYMPIA, and in the
R.A. exhibition of BRITISH ART. in Saudi Arabia. He spe-
cialises in raptors in landscape; particularly in flight and
welcomes commissions.

The painting of raptors in this issue is for sale and closely
based on his own field sketches and photo's and he has
studied birds in many countries. For details of limited prints
or commissions please contact: P SNOW.

2 Beach Cottages, Malltraeth, Gwynedd, LL62 5AT.
TEL: 0407 840368.

. £9

Brooding Peregrine Sketch. Signed, Limited edition of 200
colour reproductions. Size 6'°" x 8" £14. inc p&p
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Dear Readers,

As editors of a magazines that tries to be fully inde-
pendent, we feel we are restricted when it comes to express-
ing our views on paper. although we have no trouble when it
comes to talking. In this issue we have taken the liberty of
airing some of these views, mostly because of things which
come to our attention purely because we are the editors of the
magazine. Falconry is something we have inherited from our
ancestors, something to be cherished and looked after for
future generations, not to be abused just because it is becom-
ing more popular, and can be seen as a way to make a few
quid.

Anyway, on a lighter note, we have the article you
have all been waiting for; from Adrian, Andrew and Geoff,
who have just come back from a two week Falconry Safari in
Zimbabwe. Loads of News and Letters again and lots of con-
victions, proving that crime really doesn’t pay. We must
thank Paul Beecroft for his vigilance and dedication, and by
the way Lynn, there was no holiday!

Well here comes the next season, and when we
speak next it will be nearly Christmas so have lots of fun and

Keep Falconry Safe”. David& Lyn

The Falconers & Raptor Conservation Magazine 3



CHANGE OF VENUE FOR RAPTOR
DIPLOMA COURSES

The Raptor Diploma course held for the last
five four years at Kent University now has a
new home. As from April "95 the course,
with additions, will be held at the National
Birds of Prey Centre, Thus giving a back-
ground of many captive birds, local wild
native raptors and beautiful scenery for those
attending.

There are four courses available.

The two year part-time Diploma Course lead-
ing to a Diploma awarded by University of
Kent. (first year 3 x 5 day blocks of tuition,
second year supervised home study)

A one year part-time course bearing a
National Birds of Prey Centre Pass
Certificate. (first year as above).

A one year part-time course (without exam)
bearing an Attendance Certificate.

One or more three, five day blocks 1o include

specialist areas of study: Basic Raptor
Biology: Captive management: Management
and Impacts in the Wild, bearing Attendance
Certificate.

All the courses are taught by internationally
known experts from university departments,
private veterinary practices, government
departments and specialist raptor collections.
These courses will be invaluable to university
graduates, students, reserve managers, enthu-
siastic amateurs, curators or keepers in spe-
cialist raptor collections, conservation work-
ers or anyone with the desire to further their
knowledge in birds of prey or owls.

For turther information write or fax Jemima
Parry-Jones or Monica Garner at The National
Birds of Prey Centre, Newent Gloucester
GLI8 11J. Tel 0531 821581/820 286 FAX
0531 821389

REHABILITATION RESEARCH IN CANTERBURY

If you have ever found an injured by the side of the
road, taken it home, nursed it back to health then
released it, you know the feeling. Watching it soar
(or flitter. as the case may be) off to carry on its nat-
ural existence is an unmatchable thrill, the pride of
knowing you have done something good is reward
in itself, and even more so if the bird in question is a
bird of prey. But, have you ever wondered what hap-
pened to that animal, what will be the effects on the
natural population, or what could vou have done dif-
ferently?

A project is now underway through the Ecology
Research Group in canterbury that will attempt to
answer these type of questions. This study will
examine the rehabilitation of birds of prey in the UK
using ecological methods as well as questionnaires,
interviews with key experts and surveys of pub-
lished material. the aim is to gather knowledge from
a variety of sources which will give a fuller picture
of the conservation value of rehabilitation.

This research will look at rehabilitation on several
levels, to include national, local and individual,
national statistics on numbers of birds treated and
released each year will be collected, through the help
of rehabilitators and (hopefully) the DoE.
Information on the wild populations will be gathered
from scientific articles and, with the co-operation of
such orgamsations as the RSPB and BTO and
Raptor Rescue. Rehabilitators who agree to collabo-
rate will provide valuable data on local activities.
finally, individual rehabilitated birds, fit for release,
will be monitored by radio-tracking after being
hacked back into the wild.

Enormous amounts of resources and personal com-
mitment are invested in wildlife rehabilitation and a
wealth of knowledge and expernience in this field is
available in the UK. Unfortunately this is still a grey

area where many people are unsure of correct proce-
dures and, even whether what they are doing is the
right thing or not. And, as vet, there is no central
organisation that co-ordinates this work on a nation-
al scale. This project will draw upon this knowledge
and experience to highlight common problems and
provide possible solutions, in the form of guidelines
for rehabilitators, These solutions may be crucial
for conservation programmes involving endangered
species, particularly where captive breeding and re-
introduction methods are being used.

If you would like to assist with this project. have
any suggestions. or want further information. please
write to the address below. A questionnaire about
the work you do will then be sent to you. Although
this project is still in the ground-work stage, it is, as
vet unfunded and the work is now being done with-
out any financial resources, Any suggestions for
sources of funding to allowing this work 1o continue
would be most welcome.

Please Write to: Renata Platenberg (a.k.a. Betty),
The Ecology Research Group, Christchurch
College. Canterbury, Kent CT1 1QU Tel. (0227)
T6T700.

PAIR OF BIRDS
STOLEN

I have had two Harris Hawks stolen from an

aviary. The female was three years old and

imported from Canada. The male was bred by

Jane Simcox. Both birds were flown for the last

two years and put into an aviary this year for

breeding.

The female has broken its front talon and its

second primary feather is twisted.

They stole the birds, Sunday night/Monday

morning 15th-16th May, by entering double

doors and closing them again behind them. All

my other hawks and falcons were not touched

and [ cannot see where they tried to look for

anything else.

It seems they knew what they wanted and

where to find them.

[ am offering a reward of £500 for the safe

return of the birds.

FEMALE RING NO: UK81815/CX010502
(Canadian Gov't Ring)

MALE RING NO: 9942W

e = L. __ S i ———a

COMPETITION
RESULTS

1st Scott Baldwin, Chingford - Chose:

A Manual for Hawking, Liam OBroin

2nd J Ferguson, Banffshire - Chose:

Raptor Traveller, Highlander

3rd Neville Butler, Mansfield - Chose:

Voucher. Peter Mulholland

4th C Butler, Mansfield - Chose:

The Modern Falconer. D Durman Walters

5th Richard Jones. Gwynedd - Chose:

Rabbit Lure, Cornish Hawking Centre

6th Mr R J Newton, Peterboro” - Chose:

Training Birds of Prey . J. Parry-Jones

7th Robert Cullen, Bristol - Chose:

Bow Perch, K.J. Falconry

8th Mr J Catt, Hailsham - Chose:

Lanner Print , Anthony Raw

9th Mike Smith . March - Chose:

Bronze Keyring, Pentapoint

10th A J Cooke, Formby - Chose:

Signed Andy Rouse Print, Geoff Dalton
(Batsford)

Our thanks must go to Mr B A Stone who

compiled and sent the competition, which

you all, obviously enjoyed.

Or write to: 1 Pearson,
3 Horton Mill Cottages, Horton,
Nr Retford, Notts. DN22 8DY

FURNITURE COMPANY CHANGES HANDS

Earlier this year, Falconry Originals, formerly owned by Ben Long,
was taken over by lan Pearson of Nottingham.

He wishes to assure everybody that although ownership of the company
has changed the quality of the furniture will not.

For more in formation lan can be contacted on :0623 836071.
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CONVICTIONS.

1. John Raymond EDWARDS of Petworth W. Sussex. Convicted at Chichester
Magistrates court on 22.4.94
Following a visit by Police and RSPB at his home address in July 1993, blood samples
were obtained for DNA testing from a number of peregrine chicks and an alleged parent
bird. DNA analysis revealed that the birds were not related and Edwards appeared in Court
for the following offences:

1. Possession of a Wild Bird, namely a Peregrine Falcon

2. Possession of a Wild Bird, namely a Peregrine Falcon

3. Selling a live bird, namely a Peregrine Falcon

4. Selling a live bird, namely a Peregrine Falcon

5. Possession of Peregrine Falcons.
For these offences he received the following:-

I. Fined £100

2. Fined £100

3. Fined £200

4. Fined £200

5. Fined £150

Costs £100

Forfeiture of all birds,

(Charges 3 & 4 relate to charges brought under CITES)

It is worth mentioning Charge no. 5 in this. this related to the alleged parent birds and
Section 18(2) WLCA 1981.was used in this case. The prosecution alleged that as these
alleged parent birds had been used to pass of other birds as being captive bred then an
offence under this section had been committed. These birds were also subject of a forfei-
ture

2. Joanne WILLIES-WILLIAMS of Rodborough, Stroud Glos. Convicted at South
Gloucestershire Magistrates court on 26.4.94

1. Possession of unregistered Redtailed Hawk

2. Possession of unregistered Peregrine X Saker
For these offences she received:-

1. Fined £25

2, Fined £25

Forfeiture of both birds
3. Harry NICKERSON of Newlands Estate, Bacton, Norfolk. Convicted at Cromer
Magistrates Court on 6.6.94.

|. Possession of unregistered Kestrel

Fined £250

Costs £50
4. Martin PEEL who runs Hopton Wildlife Hospital in Norfolk. Convicted at Great
Yarmouth Magistrates Court in Jan "94

1. Possession of two unregistered Kestrels and One

Sparrowhawk.

Fined £250
4. Thomas Hans CARNIHAN of Great Houghton, Northampton appeared before
Daventry Magistrates Court on Friday 10th June 1994 charged with the following
offences:

1. On Sunday 30th May 1993 did keep or have in his possession or under his control a
Lanner Falcon within 3 years of having been convicted of an offence under part 1 of the
Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981,

2. An identical offence relating to Monday 31st May 1993

3. An identical offence relating to Sunday 20th June 1993

4. A further identical offence relating to Sunday 20th June 1993,

The circumstances of this case are as follows:

On 28th June 1991 at Northampton Magistrates Court CARNIHAN was con-
victed of an offence under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, Under the terms of the
Act, Sect. 7 (3) (b) then came into force. This Section states “If any person keeps or has in
his possession or under his control any bird included in Schedule 4 within 3 years of his
having been convicted of any other offence under this part so far as it relates to the protec-
tion of birds or other animals (or any offence involving their ill treatment)”,(not relevant in
this case), “he shall be guilty of an offence.”

Following this conviction, Ms Lynn Garvey of the Department of the Environment wrote
to CARNIHAN informing him of Section 7 (3)(b} now being in force.

Some months later CARNIHAN replied to this letter stating that he had sought legal
advice and did not accept that this Section applied to him.

Ms Garvey replied again, stating that the provisions of this Section did apply. CARNI-
HAN stated he never received this reply.

On Sunday May 30th 1993 at The Falconers Fair, held at Althorp House, Northampton,
CARNIHAN was seen to fly a Lanner falcon in the arena after the show had closed.

On Monday May 31st again at The Falconers Fair he again flew a Lanner Falcon in the
arena. On this occasion the Fair was still open and the incident was witnessed by many
Falconers who were annoyed over this. As a result the Police and DoE received many
complaints.

An enquiry was commenced by the Police into this matter and a percentage of statements
were taken from witnesses.

On Tuesday 1 June 1993 Carnihan went to the DoE at Bristol where he spoke with Mr
Williams from the Wildlife Inspectorate. It was at this time that Camnihan stated he had nor
received a reply from Ms Garvey. Mr Williams did then write to him and enclosed a copy
of Mr Garveys letter confirming that the Section did apply to him.

On Sunday 20th June 1993 at a show in Burton Latimer, Northants, CARNIHAN was seen
to fly two Lanner Falcons in the arena this incident led to charges 3 and 4 which were wit-
nessed by a DoE inspector.

Afiter a one day trial at Daventry Magistrates Court he was found guilty of all 4 charges.
He received a Conditional Discharge for 2 years and ordered to pay £150 costs.

Although two of these offences occurred at The Falconers Fair it is right to say that no
blame can be attached to the organisers of this Fair as they were not aware, until after the

event, that any offences had been committed. Once they became aware they did support
police proceedings in this matter.
6. On Monday 16th May 1994 following a two day trial, at Bicester Magistrates Court,
Peter CLINTON, 28 of Smiths Quarry, Ardley, Bicester Oxon, was found guilty of the fol-
lowing offences:

1. Possession of a wild bird, namely a Peregrine Falcon.

2. Making a false declaration to obtain registration for a

Peregrine Falcon.
These charges related to a female Peregrine which was to become known as the “M40
Bird”,

3. Possession of a wild bird, namely a Peregrine Falcon.

4. Possession of a Peregrine Falcon that was not ringed and

registered.
These charges relate to a Male Peregrine.
The circumstances leading up to the matter are as follows:
In August 1993 following information received from Central Televisions' The Cook
Repont, Officers from the Thames Valley Police visited CLINTON's address 1o search for
two Peregrines suspected of being kept illegally. They found, and seized a ringed
Peregrine Falcon (female). CLINTON was interviewed by Police and said that a lorry dri-
ver had handed the bird to him after it had been treated by a vet for a broken right leg and
the leg had been in a plaster cast at the time. He was not able to supply details of the lorry
driver or the vet who treated iL.
During the course of the interview a second Peregrine Falcon came to light, CLINTON
stated that he had responded to a call and collected a wet, exhausted, starving male
Peregrine from a woman's garden. this garden was located some 400 yards from his house.
giving evidence, he stated that it was a wild bird and after feeding it up he released it two
days later. he stated that he had not notified the DoE as he only had it for a short time.
The civilian witnesses who found the bird however were able to say that the bird had
‘leather straps” hanging from each leg and that the bird had stood on CLINTON's gloved
hand showing no signs of distress. This was denied by CLINTON.
A Veterinary surgeon also gave evidence to the fact that he had examined the female pere-
grine and X-rays revealed that the right leg had never been broken although the left
revealed an old fracture. CLINTON was not able to account for this and admitted that he
had not taken the bird to a vet while it was in his care and had in fact removed the plaster
cast himself.
The Magistrates found him guilty of all four charges. After taking into account that CLIN-
TON's livelihood was Bird Clearance using Birds of Prey and that Schedule four was
about to be amended, the court gave him the following:

1. Conditional Discharge

2. Pay costs of £300

3. Forfeiture of the Female Peregrine.

Thefts of Birds of Prey, both from the wild and captivity, still continues. So far this
year we know that the following species have been stolen from the wild; Peregrines,
Goshawks, Merlins, with reported thefts of Buzzards, Kestrels and Sparrowhawks.

Theft of birds from captivity has reached an all time high. In the first five months of 1994
more Birds of Prey were stolen than in the whole years since my records started in1989,
The list is varied but the majority of the birds stolen are no longer on Schedule 4 and there
is now only a remote chance they will ever be found. Since de ion two sep
incidents of Kestrels being stolen have been reported. It is virtually impossible to trace the
respective owners. Birds have been given away in the past because we do not know who
they belong to. Blood samples are the not easy answer. If, suppose, three birds of identical
species are stolen from different locations throughout the country and all three keepers had
blood samples of their birds, we would not know where to start. The respective police
forces would not foot the cost of DNA analysis on a hit and miss operation. The onus is
without doubt on the keeper to make his or her bird identifiable at all times. Please do not
think that because the bird has a talon missing or a leg injury from Squirrel bites etc. that it
is identifiable - it is not as easy as that. There are many birds with this type of injury that
are either missing, lost or stolen and it is very easy to change the appearance of a bird and
add a few more injuries,

Tam currently in contact with a microchip company in an effort to bring prices down and [
will keep you informed of what is happening.

STOLEN BIRDS
1. Stolen from Leicestershire May 1994,
i. Female Harris Hawk, 3 years old, Ring no’s UK81815 & CX010502
ii. Male Harris Hawk, 2 years old, Ring No. 9942W
2. Stolen from Hampshire March 1994
i. Male Goshawk, 2 years old, Ring No. 5521V. Social Imprint.
3. Stolen from Wiltshire May 1994
i. Male Peregrine, Ring No. 7055V
4. Tawny Eagle Ring No. 00072
5. Kestrel, Ring No. UK79056

STOLEN AND RECOVERED
1. Stolen from West Midlands in May 1994 was a Goshawk. This has since been recov-
ered.
2. The birds stolen in February 1994 mentioned in the last issue are now safely back with
their owner.

FOUND BIRDS
1 An Owl has been recovered in the London area with jesses attached and is obviously an
imprint. the Ring No is 143 10A 93U. If you think you are the owner give me a ring and
tell me the species and hopefully it will be returned.

2. A Kestrel has also been found with the Ring No. UK 84156.

NOTICE.
In order to eliminate him from their enquiries, the police want to trace Anthony Cuneo, of
Talbot Crescent, Sheffield. He is a white male, aged 24-28, 6 feet tall, with long, permed
hair, He drives a gold, ‘A’ reg. Mini which is reported to be in good condition.
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| AMAZING GRACE

with burrows for Burrowing Owls, who breed success-

fully every year and live quite happily alongside Little
Owls. The centre was initially set up as an owls centre

Jim Dean set up the Owl Centre in the
grounds of Baytree Nursery nr Holbeach
Spalding. When we went to visit him we
were impressed with the cleanliness of
his aviaries. Every thing was spotless.
He is very knowledgeable about the
ways of owls and this is obvious in the
way his owls are kept. Jim recently bred
a female Milky Eagle Owl by the name
of Grace who has got to be one of the
most beautiful things we have ever seen
and is certainly the star of the centre.
Jim has also provided a barn, complete

but Jim has now moved on to incorporate a few species
of falcons and hawks.

The centre is situated within a large. well established
garden centre complete with restaurant and would make
a good place to visit for a day out.

OUT OF THE RAIN

When setting up a new centre size is not

important as long as the birds are given the

best possible facilities, and when John
Bennett was given the job as falconer at
Fritton Lake Country Park on A143, 6
miles outside Gt Yarmouth, he made sure
they had exactly that.

The birds are housed in what can only be
described as a very large agricultural barn,
fitted out with weatherings and aviaries.

So even if it’s raining you can look at the
birds without getting wet and when it is
time for the displays the fronts are put on
the weatherings and the display takes
place indoors. When it is fine the displays
are outside where there is ample seating
for spectators and a variety of birds are
flown including hybrids and a mature Bald
Eagle.

Also at the park are heavy horses, a large
children's play area, acres of meadow sur-
rounding the lake and a restaurant.

THE SUN SHINES FOR
THE FALCONERS FAIR

After three weeks of many inches of rain the
sun finally shone on the 29th & 30th of May.
for the 1994 Falconers Fair.

The amount of trade stands this year was
larger than ever, with an even greater oppor-
tunity for visiting falconers to purchase all
they need for the coming season.

The seminar marquee was always busy, with
talks on various subjects from de-registration
to breeding and the overall feeling for falcon-
ry was very positive. Clubs are becoming one
of the most important parts of the falconry
world, from people just starting out, and for
those who have been falconers for many
years and have not joined a club, please do as
this lends strength to the voice of falconry.
The flying displays were to their usual high
standard from Bryan Paterson, Terry Large
and Roger James and a few guests, seeing a
larger variety of birds flown than any other
year.

The parade of dogs showed the largest selec-
tion of different breeds used in falconry than
at any other game fair in the country.

The birds on display were kept in the weath-
ering ground under some trees which gave
excellent shade from the hot sun and the
birds always looked relaxed and contented.
The organisers, Ron Morris and Peter
Wainwright along with Bryan Paterson, have
maintained, over the five years the fair has
been going, a very high standard, not just in
the arena but the fair as a whole, you are not
allowed to take a bird along to the show
without permission from Bryan or advertise
birds for sale.

The fair is gaining a worldwide reputation
and we had many visitors from abroad, some
from as far away as Canada.

DREAM
COME
TRUE

DAVE
CRESSWELL

In August 1991 [ bought for
myself a female Common
Buzzard, my first bird. I had
every intention of flying her at
rabbits. Two and a half years
later she had not even seen a rab-
bit, apart from one on the end of
a lure line. Two and a half years
of walking local fields without
even a sight of a rabbit.

One day, while talking to Mark,
a friend of mine, the conversa-
tion centred on his meeting with
Garry Balchin and consequently
the British Hawking Association.
A few further enquiries were
made and soon my application to
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join was in the post.

I attended my first club meeting
in December of 1993, still no
rabbits. January 1994, could this
be the year that my bird would
see her first rabbit? January's
meeting was duly attended and
the banter of Goshawks taking
hares, pheasants and loads of
rabbits could be heard. I must
admit this left me feeling a little
low, but this feeling was brief.
After and introduction to Garry.
and a chat about my experience
and what birds I owned, it was
decided that the following week-
end he would arrange for us to

hunt on land where rabbits were
in abundance. This was it, my
chance to try my bird at rabbits.
Would this be the day? Would
she look at the quarry? Would
she give chase?

The day duly arrived. Garry and
Malc picked us up in Garrys van
and off we went. They had given
up their days hawking to take us
out and for this we were very
grateful. After arriving at the
landowners home, we announced
our arrival and asked for permis-
sion to hunt and this was given.
Off we went into the mist,
myself, Garry, Malc and Mark



armed with a video camera. We
worked the land quickly, beating
cover as we went, but no sign of
rabbits. Could this be another
blank day to add to all the oth-
ers?!

A warren was located and the
ferret sent in. Adrenaline started
to flow, was this going to be the
day after all, was this the
moment | had been waiting for?
We waited patiently, up bolted a

glide down the slope and she had
it. A moment to remember and
all on video, thanks to Mark.
And so back home to crack a few
cans.

Who needs a Goshawk to take
rabbits when you can fly a
Common Buzzard?

A dream come true with the
BHA, and after only two months
as a member, Again many thanks
to Garry and Male for giving

rabbit. my buzzard left the glove their
instantly, two wing beats, a nice

days hawking for a
Common Buzzards first rabbit.

NICHOLAS KESTER

LOOKING BACK OVER THE YEAR

BRITISH FALCONERS CLUB

Every year is momentous as far as falconers are
concerned. The sport has its highs and lows but it
can never be described as boring. At the end of
another season there is no satisfaction equal to the
final feed-up on a kill, and the safe release of
your hawk into a free flight for a clean moult in
readiness for the new autumn,

Looking back over the British Falconers Club
Business, | sometimes wonder how some of us
ever get the time to go hawking at all. Indeed that
someone can juggle BFC business, hunting hold-
ing down a job and keeping peace at home is a
constant source of amazement. Yet the club
newsletters for the year seem to prove that this
does indeed happen.

On the domestic breeding front, the year placed
us one step closer to achieving our goal of a hawk
for every suitable, contributing member at prices
independent of external influence. | hope readers
will note the adjectives that describe member.
There is no right that gaurantees a hawk; every-
body is vetted before becoming eligible.
Following years of investment, during the club
spent £20,000 building aviaries and acquiring
hawks, our breeding our breeding project bore
fruit for the third year running. We bred 17
Goshawks, 4 Peregrines, | Buzzard and 8
Redtails this year. In addition we imported 4
Harris Hawks and 2 Coopers Hawks.

As the breeding success goes from strength to
strength, we must pay tribute to those members
who, for the love of the sport, continue to house
BFC breeding pairs and who dedicate so much
time, voluntarily, to their charges.

The project is now virtually self financing: cost-
ing less than £2 per member a year to run.

On the hunting front, 1993 was our big year at
Woodhall Spa and 1 believe that everybody
enjoyed both the sport and the company. But that
event was nothing more than the visible confir-
mation of the routine activities of the nine region-
al groups. From the newsletters 1 receive, | count
no less than 18 smaller field meets, organised for
local members.

On the political front we have had considerable

input into the proposed Department of the
Environment deregistration. Co-operating with
the Hawk Board and liaising with other clubs to
protect the future of out sport. We continue to
provide input to the BFSS and represent falconry
at as many levels as is possible in the political
arend.

The media has provided less activity than in pre-
vious years. Thank heavens, Of course we had the
Cook Report and what a waste of good television
airtime that proved to be. Not that we condone
those who break the law. We have had positive
points as well as negative. | particularly liked the
RSPCA employee who rejected them in favour of
the BFSS because he could not equate their poli-
cy on hunting with animal welfare. As a lalconer
he made the right decision. Well done him.

The fact that falconers have nothing to hide was
demonstrated when the researcher from the
RSPCA commissioned study was invited to spend
a week grouse hawking in the company of our
Director. I recognise that there have been reports
of over zealous actions by the rank and file
RSPCA inspectorate. Perhaps they will concen-
trate on real animal cruelty once we have got yet
another attempt to prove falconry is something to
be ashamed of, well and truly laid disproved.

Education remains at the top of our agenda now
and in the future. We have spent much time cre-
ating a workable apprenticeship scheme to help
the falconers of tomorrow. Currently this is a
voluntary (although participation might well
become the criteria for a club hawk) but we have
it in place should legislation force it upon us,
most likely out of the dread European
Community.

Falconry schools and courses spring up every-
where. Not all are good but the BFC spends time
with a selected few and recommends them to out
members and in club literature.

Talking of literature, this has been rewritten to
take account of changes in books, courses and
organisations. But as always it spends a fair
amount of time putting people off rather than
selling falconry. The real falconer knows what
he wants to hunt with hawks long before he ever
takes one onto his fist.

We are also looking at a schools pack to help
explain falconry as a field sport and a major con-
tributor to conservation. This apparent paradox is
the hardest to explain to a bunch of urban
schoolchidren despite being blindingly obvious
to most hunters.

Finally, BFC stands will be at the major country
fairs throughout the summer and a willing team
of falconers will be on hand to explain why we
seek to “Maintain the falconer and the falcons
flight.” (Club motto, in case you were not aware.)

THE SCOTTISH HAWKING CLUB

The Scottish Hawking Clubs First Aid Seminar was a great success, a tremendous amount
was crammed into one day and the 70 page course notes covering all, discussed jogged the
memory of any part not quite registered by the grey matter, also the practical, which showed
crop tubing, diagnosis of broken bones and bandaging to immobilise whilst transporting to
the vets was very well received, in fact one group even tried heart massage and mouth to
beak resuscitation but were unable to resurrect their pigeon ( a good try, but it had been in

my freezer for 6 months).

Our visit to the Scottish Game Fair at Scone Palace, Perth, was a tremendous success. We
put on a static display of 15 Hawks, Owls and falcons, with 2 Golden Eagles, a Verreaux
Eagle and a Tawny Eagle and, I think I can say, we were the busiest stand by far. I hope we
were able to promote Falconry at a high standard to the thousands who visited us, our next
event is a charity day in Edinburgh for Cancer Research and then the season starts with field

meetings looking good for 1994-5.
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A RED verrer vay ror

MUSTARD v RAY

[ am not a falconer myself, but
I am lucky enough to live near
to expert falconer and equip-
ment maker, Ray Prior and I
would like to share with you a
recent experience | had with
Ray and his latest partner
‘Mustard’,

Mustard is a Hodgsons Hawk
Eagle, about 22 years old at
the time of the story he had
been in Rays possession for
five week. He had only been
flying free for the last two
weeks.

I understand that Mustard has
had kills with his previous
owner, but not on a regular
basis. For some time Ray has
wanted a bird for hare-hawk-
ing and anyone who has ever
seen the feet on a Hodgsons
Hawk Eagle will understand
why Ray was so keen to get
Mustard!!

You can well imagine my
excitement as we set off one
cool November afternoon to
fly this unusual, even rare
bird. There were about hours
of light left and a light breeze
was coming over the rolling
downland, ridding the trees of
a few more leaves. As we
walked towards a line of trees
and cover that hopefully had a
rabbit or two hidden away,
Mustard suddenly took an
interest in a half-ploughed,
half-planted with Lucerne,
field, that had been cropped
quite short, but still long
enough to conceal quarry from
human eyes.

Ray lifted his arm to give
Mustard the choice of investi-
gating or not. Mustard accept-
ed the offer and took off quite
quickly. He rapidly gained
height and, as he did so, a
cock-pheasant shot out of the
Lucerne to seek other cover.
Mustard realised he was too
far away to give chase and
merely circled twice and land-
ed back on Rays fist. Ray was

delighted with this as Mustard
had never circled like that
before. We carried on towards
the line of trees and, as we
reached them Mustard saw a
couple of squirrels in the field.
Off the fist and into a long,

low, determined flight (straight

this time), Mustard flew after
the first squirrel which just
managed to execute a tight
right turn under a fence as the
huge feet extended above him.
This bird’s a tryer, | thought,
as Mustard returned to Rays

say.“When you're out hawk-
ing, and there’s no interference
from twentieth century
machinery, you can imagine
you are doing the same thing
as centuries ago. Today's date
is irrelevant. Time has stood
still.” Yes, I could relate to
that!

Mustard’s bells brought me
out of my trance as he left his
high perch and glided down
over the field behind us. Ray
ran over to him in case he had
caught anything, but before he

Mustard on that first hare

fist.

Ray decided to put Mustard up
into the trees to follow on as
we worked the cover for him.
Now that we were down in a
hollow Mustard needed the
height advantage the trees
would offer. Unfortunately we
failed to produce anything so
we carried on into the Lucerne
field. As we walked up a gen-
tle slope into a setting, golden
sun | recalled something I'd
heard Reg Smith from the
Hawk Conservancy

could get there Mustard took
off again back toward the
trees. The opinion was that
something had moved before

he got there, and hidden itself.

Beating around the area
Mustard had landed in, [ dis-
covered a squatter. As | called
to Ray, the rabbit took off in
the direction of the trees (and
Mustard).

Could this be the one, I won-
dered, watching anxiously,
hardly daring to breathe.
Mustard swooped swiftly out

of the tree, putting in a couple
of wing-beats to speed him on
his way. He looked tired and
less committed this time and,
as the rabbit changed pace, the
manoeuvre outwitted the big
bird.

[ wondered if Ray would
decide this was enough for one
outing, but he said a rest
would suffice as, with only
two weeks flying time,
Mustard was not yet super-fit.
Standing by the trees, taking in
the view, we were suddenly

aware of a rabbit, standing not
twenty feet from us, right next
to a hole. Mustard was looking
straight at the rabbit, but as he
moved to a better position to
swoop, his bells alerted the
rabbit, who moved a bit close
to the hole. You could almost
read Mustard’s thoughts; can |
get to him before he gets to
the hole? In the the end he just
had to try but as he left the
branch the inevitable hap-
pened; one more disappearing
bunny! Seemingly unper-
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turbed Mustard carried on his
glide into the next tree to.
hopefully. have another go.
As the big bird laddered his
way up through the branches
Ray suggested that we walk
back into the Lucerne field to
make our way back to the van.
We were about fifty yards
apart when I suddenly heard
Ray shout and as I spun round
I caught sight of a white scut
tearing through the crop. At
the same time I saw Mustard
on a steep flight towards the
rapidly disappearing shape.
stood motionless as at last
Mustard connected those large
feet with quarry Fur was fly-
ing as she stopped the moving
target dead in its tracks. I
somehow resisted the tempta-
tion to cheer as I ran across
the field to join Ray. Mustard
and his prize. As | got closer |
saw the big grin on Rays face.
“Red letter day, isn’t it?” he
said, as [ looked down to see,
not as I'd thought, a rabbit, but
a large hare on the end of
those awesome talons.
Mustard’s first. and stopped at
full tilt.!

“It was worth missing those
others for this”, said Ray as
we sat beside the magnificent
bird, reliving those few magi-
cal seconds of flight.

After sitting there for some
fifteen or twenty minutes,
allowing Mustard to feed up
and his adrenaline subside, we
went back to Ray’s home
where the afternoons event
was recorded in red ink! The
hare proved to weigh 71b 4oz.
What a catch! What a flight!
What a bird!

That afternoon 1 felt I had
been privileged to see some-
thing special that I'm sure
many a long-time falconer
would doubtless appreciate.
Many perhaps will never see
this rare bird fly at four
species of quarry and end up
catching the largest.
Needless to say, I can’t thank
Ray enough for enabling me
to share with him the events
I've described. How many
other people will be fortunate
enough I wonder to see a
Hodgsons Hawk Eagle in
action? [ know I will never
forget it!

By
ROEB

HOL GATIKE

— . Lakeland———
fEs’""i-'v; Bird of Prey
& Centre

\ %

Lowther Cumbria 4 Miles from J40(M6)
Set in the beautiful Northern Lake District.
We are currently taking bookings for our popular
‘Davs of Falconry’.
A practical, hands-on, experience day.
culminating in flying trained birds.
Also available: Bird of Prey weekends and Hunting Days.

Centre open until 31st Oct. Displays Daily.
™\ For more information Tel: 093/ 712746 7~

e
C larence C ourt Limited

QUAIL

For large regular supplies of best quality stock
from leading quail breeder.

Please contact: 0242 621228
0242 620145 Fax
P.O. Box 2
Winchcombe Glos
GL54 5YA

ﬁg Cotswold
l%Wildlife Park

‘ Burford, Oxford OX18 4JW

Tel: (0993) 823006
Why not come and spend a day in

beautiful surroundings and enjoy

Bird of Prey Demonstrations on:-
August 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th
September 4th
Also Snake Experience Days:
August 7th & September 4th

(Weather permitting)

OTHER ATTRACTIONS INCLUDE
a large and varied collection of animals from
all over the world, childrens playground e
train rides e bar erestaurant & refreshments
OPEN DAILY FROM 10am
The park is situated on the A361, two miles south

" of its junction with the A40
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THE SCOTTISH
HAWKING CLUB

FOR THE DEDICATED FALCONER
Benefits include:- Individual insurance to
£25,000
Affiliation to British Field Sports Society &
North American Falconers Assn.
£2,000,000 Public Liability at field meet-
ings.
For Further details send S.A.E. to:
THE SCOTTISH HAWKING CLUB
CROOKEDSTANE ELVANFOOT,
BY BIGGAR LANARKS
ML12 6RL

BRITISH HAWKING
ASSOCIATION

We meet on the first Thursday of
every month at the Shipley Boat
Inn, Nr. Eastwood. Notts.
For more information please ring:

George Roach, 0623 751339

AVON & SOMERSET
RAPTOR GROUP

Our aims, much like other clubs,
are to promote all aspects
of Falconry, including keeping,
breeding and hunting Birds of
Prey.

We meet on the first Tuesday of
every month between
Bristol & Bath.

For further information contact
Guy Whitmarsh on: 0272 660770

THE WELSH
HAWKING CLUB

Est 1962
LI
An International Club with
countrywide membership.
We meet once a month.
Northern Meetings nr. Chester.
Southern Meetings at Usk.
For further information, please contact
Adrian Williams on:

0443 206333

THE LONDON
HAWKING AND

OWL CLUB
The only Falconry Club in
London with flying and
breeding experience with
birds of prey.

For more information call:
Paul Barham on 071 515 7754
or
Bill Fiveash on 071 639 9087.

NEW FOREST FALCONRY CLUB
We are a small but very active Club based
in the New Forest area. We have some
80 members. We encourage all our mem-
bers, experienced or inexperienced, to
participate in all activities of the Club.
We are very keen on conservation and
attend local shows with our Conservation
Display Unit.
We have access to 98,000 acres and
organise meetings every week throughout
the hunting season.
We meet the first Wednesday of every
month and for more information please
telephone FRANK or CHRIS on
0202 478862.

BRITISH FALCONERS
CLUB

Founded in 1927
The oldest and largest Hawking
Club in the country.

Nine Regional Groups -
Scotland, Wales & Borders, Midlands,
Cotswolds, Eastern, North Western, North

Eastern, Southern and South Western.
|

For more details send SAE with 52p P & P to:-
THE BRITISH FALCONERS CLUB, |
HOME FARM F.M., HINTS, Nr.
TAMWORTH, STAFFS. B78 3DW. |

THE
CUMBRIAN
FALCONRY CLUB

is now one year old and is
looking for new members.
/Anyone either in or out of the
county is welcome.
For more information
please contact
Colin on: 0900 68063

RAPTOR BREEDERS
ASSOCIATION

Founded in 1976, the Association
aims to facilitate the exchange of
ideas and experiences relating to the
breeding of raptorial species.
Interested persons are invited to seek
further details from our membership
secretary: Robin Pote
2 Old Bell Cottages,
Ludford, Ludlow,

Shrops. SY8 1PP
Tel: 0584 874874

SOUTHERN
COUNTIES
RAPTOR CLUB

We are a small club, nearly two years old,
and welcome new members, with or with-
out birds, who are interested in all aspects
of Falconry, Hawking and Owl keeping.
We have our own club birds and give
displays at local fetes.

We meet every second tuesday each month
in Brighton, for informal duscussions,
slide shows and guest speakers.

For more information contact:

Terry Pearce 0273 542971 eves/w/ends.

THE SOUTH EAST
FALCONRY GROUP

Established 1981
‘Supporting & promoting falconry in the
south and East of England.’

Based at Tilbury in Essex, the South East
Falconry Group continues to provide a
forum for falconers to meet, discuss and
practice falconry. The club caters for both
the experienced and novice falconer.
Meetings are held on the last Tuesday
of every month.

For further information please contact:
Gary Biddiss:0245 226057
Dean White: 0375 671302
or write The Tilbury Community Ass.
The Civic Square, Tilbury Essex

THE CHESHIRE
HAWKING CLUB

welcome guests and new
members to our meetings,
held at The Railway, Mill Lane,
Heatley, Nr. Lymm
Meetings held every second
Tuesday of the month at 8pm.
Tel. Martin on 061 976 3694

or
George on 061 976 1037
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Cotswold
alconry Centre

Falconry Courses:
Join us for a day on our very popular introductory course.

Hunting Parties:
Early booking essential for 94/95 Hunting Parties

Falcon Leisure:
Here with a full range of Falconry Equipment. Books & Videos.

We now sell Honeybrook Farm’s best quality Hawk Food.

Cotswold Falconry Centre, Batsford Park,
Moreton-in-Marsh, Glos. GL56 9QB
Telephone: 0386 701043

THE REDTAIL
DANIEL
BUTLER
Published by
Johnathan Cape
Price £14.99

///,R///
g
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A BOOK REVIEW
BY HAGGARD.

Falconry attracts all sorts of people, Now, as
probably never before, access to this
demanding pastime is now more readily
attained. Whether this is good or bad remains
to be seen but whatever your age, gender or
social position there is one thing that is com-
mon to us all- we have all been a beginner,
No matter the dizzy heights of excellence
you reached with peregrine and Goshawk,
once upon a time you groped in the darkness
with the same lack of knowledge. innocent
naivete, overwhelming enthusiasm and mind-
numbing stupidity as any lesser mortal.

“The Redtail, sharing the season with a
hawk’ by Daniel Butler. is the account of
one such beginner. Mr Butler offers us an
insight into those first few months spent with
a first hawk. With a well written text in an
easy going, enjoyable style, he imparts a cat-
alogue of mistakes that if it did not involve a
hawks welfare could be titled *A comedy of
errors’. From relying on outdated ‘classic’

falconry manuals to food imprinting his
hawk, he runs the full gamut of erroneous
techniques that the majority of beginners fall
foul of. But this is the crux of the matter, Mr
Butler is not an expert falconer and he writes
from the viewpoint of a raw novice and how
many of us can honestly say we also did not,
at least to some degree, feel and do the same
with our first hawk? Perhaps, if we were all
more inclined to admit our mistakes and
learn from other falconers Mr Butler would
not have mentally ruined his hawk and suf-
fered the trauma of losing it. I cannot say that
1 enjoyed his book, for me the unfolding
story was too distressing to be pleasurable
and a sad reminder of what must be happen-
ing all the time we have no organised
apprenticeship scheme in operation.

I would like to make one request to anyone
out there who intends to emulate Mr Butler.
Accounts of one man’s experienced certainly

have their place on any falconry bookshelf

but please, put a nice big sticker on the cover
saying "THIS IS NOT A FALCONRY
MANUAL’. This may seem petty but | have
actually met novice falconers who thought
T.H. White's ‘The Goshawk * to be just that!
You cannot hope to learn falconry from any
book but at least stick to those that are writ-
ten with instruction in mind.

This has been my first attempt at a book
review - as is painfully obvious and writing it
has not been as easy as you would think.
After all, you are only required to form an

opinion after reading a book and transfer this
into legible English. Sounds fine, but it is
difficult, if not impossible. to separate what
you have read from the conclusions that are
to be drawn from the text. Simply put, am |
to comment on Mr Butler, the author, or Mr
Butler the falconer? Read the book and draw
your own conclusions.

THANKS

PAUL BEECROFT WOULD LIKE TO
PUBLICLY THANK THE FOLLOWING
PERSONS FOR THEIR HELP;

Susan Fleetwood of Sky Television for
re-scheduling the Film “Kes”. It was
scheduled to go out at 6pm but she
agreed to move it to 8pm and to follow
the film with a warning in respect to the
law regarding Birds of Prey.

Also, Jemima Parry-Jones, who, in the
past 12 months has given him a lot of
advice and help in respect of Raptors dur-
ing the course of theft enquiries. Also
during a recent enquiry a reasonably seri-
ous problem occurred and as a result she
invited myself and 2 other officers down
and devoted the best part of the day
explaining about Raptors to these
Officers who knew nothing about them.
As a result of this the problem was
solved.
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Mike
Everett

The warmest May this century in many parts
of the country....the hottest June since
1976.....you could be forgiven for thinking
that I've let my imagination run riot, but
these records actually applied to spring
1992. Around mid-May, an area of high
pressure formed over Scandinavia and drew
warm air from southern Europe up over the
North Sea, conditions which lasted well into
June. On effect of all this was to bring Red-
footed Falcons to the UK in unprecedented
numbers.

Small number of Red-foots reach us every
spring, the average number of birds per year
being around 11 for the period 1958-1991.
The spring of 1973 saw the largest influx
recorded up to then, involving 40 birds; the
1992 figure trebled that - 120 birds, mostly
south of the line drawn from The Wash to
the Severn, but with a scatter of records
north as far as Shetland. The weather pat-
tern, the timing of the arrivals here and the
distribution of the birds were similar in 1973
and 1992. Other countries bordering the
North Sea also experienced large influxes
in1992 - 60 in Northern France, 55 in
Belgium, 450 in the Netherlands, and incred-
ible 760 in Denmark and over 100 in
Sweden and Norway; 5 birds reached
Ireland.

The long spell of warm weather produced
high numbers of insects, including dragon-
flies and other aerial species, and this fact
often led to the falcons staying for days in
some locations, giving birdwatchers
unprecedented opportunities for watching
them. There were several birds on view at
once in some places and often (in the
evenings, when both species tend to be very
active) there were Hobbies too, also taking
advantage of the glut of insect food. Like
Hobbies, Red-footed Falcons are agile aerial
feeders, swooping and gliding, grabbing
prey in their talons and devouring it in flight;
like Kestrels, though, they also commonly
hunt from a perch, with a definite liking for
telegraph wires. Small birds of prey seen on
wires in May and June are well worth a sec-
ond look. Adults appear to be almost exclu-
sively insectivorous, with grasshoppers and
crickets being the main prey, but, interest-
ingly, chicks are mainly fed on small verte-
brates - voles, lizards, frogs and small birds.
Unusual weather conditions can clearly
cause a marked westerly shift in the spring
migration of Red-foots and in exceptional
years, like 1992, can result in unusually
large numbers appearing in the wrong
places. In normal years, the falcons (which
winter in southern Africa) move northwards

FALCON

ADULT FEMALE Red Footed-Falcon. Pic By Dusan Bouncy

through West Africa and then cross the
Mediterranean, an a broad front, from
Algeria eastwards. In well-watched areas
along the north coast of the Mediterranean
(the Camargue comes to mind immediately),
good numbers are seen on passage every
spring. In the spring of 1992, a friend made
me green with envy with stories of up to 200
hundred birds seen at once in Italy; perhaps
passage there was heavier than usual? Red-
footed Falcons have a markedly eastern dis-
tribution in Europe, but nest as far north as
Lithuania and, further south, in Slovakia,
Austria, Hungary and Romania. They breed
from European Russia eastwards to central
Asia.

Like Lesser Kestrels and Eleonora’s
Falcons, Red-foots are gregarious birds,
commonly found in small flocks on migra-
tion and tending to breed colonially. As
long as it is rich in the right sort of insect
prey, any sort of open-country habitat within
the breeding range might hold Red-footed
Falcons, but there must also be some degree
of tree cover suitable for nesting. They rely
on the availability of the old or disused stick
nests of larger birds, especially corvids.
Colonies will form where Rook nests are
used. Years ago, rumours persisted among
egg-collectors of pairs nesting in rookeries
in southern England, but these were never
substantiated and the general view at the
time was they owed rather more to wishful
thinking than to reality.

With their smoky-grey plumage, reddish
vent and bright red cere and legs, male Red-
footed Falcons are easy to identify. They are

very different in size, shape, movement and
habits to dark-phase Eleonora’s Falcons and
in Europe at least you are highly unlikely to
encounter the somewhat similar Sooty
Falcon. Once or twice, watching rather dis-
tant Red-foots feeding in flight with Hobbies,
I have been surprised at how similar they can
look, especially in poor light when the char-
acteristic silvery primaries of a male Red-
footed Falcon may nor show up very well.
Field identification becomes more interesting
with immatures of either sex, and with
females, but should not be too difficult for
anyone with a reasonable working knowl-
edge of small falcons. It is well covered in
the standard field-guides anyway and will be
the subject of a detailed paper to be pub-
lished in the journal British Birds shortly.
The first Red-footed Falcon I ever saw was
an immature female, but it was not so much
her distinguishing plumage features that
struck me as the amazing tameness.
Binoculars were hardly necessary! She was
sitting on the tops of small bushes and drop-
ping after insects, sometimes landing just a
few yards from where I was sitting. My track
record with this species is pretty poor and
over the years I have missed more than [
have seen when I have gone looking for them
in this country. I have never managed to
coincide with a good Red-foot passage on
my travels abroad, but I did encounter sever-
al on the breeding grounds on a visit to
Romania. All the birds I have seen have
shown this almost total disregard for human
observers, which, unfortunately, is not the
norm where European raptors are concerned.
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“FALCONRY?... What is Falconry?".
A common question in Australia when
members of the public are presented
with a trained raptor on the fist. When
hard pressed some people may vague-
ly recollect seeing a documentary about
Saudi Arabia depicting some haughty
sheik with a falcon on his wrist, but
that's as far as it goes. Falconry in
Australia is a foreign concept, a sport
that's practiced only in England and
Arabia. Falconry is seen to be a blood
sport, a sadistic pastime that decimates
wild bird populations as trained falcons
frequently go on “uncontrolled killing
sprees”, "maiming and slaughtering
thousands of birds", particularly racing
pigeons. The Federation of Pigeon
Racing Clubs accuse the peregrine of
flying in flocks of up to thirty birds,
actively seeking out racing pigeons, like
some heat seeking missile and killing
thousands in the process.

Falconry, therefore, is a big NO NO, but
times are changing, people are becom-
ing conservation conscious and falconry
now has a place in society, mainly as a
means of rehabilitating birds of prey.
Australia does not have access to expe-
rienced people in the form of falconers,
nor does it have aces to large hawking
clubs that can offer advice. So, on the
whole, rehabilitation is a comparatively
uncomplicated affair, as every year
thousands of raptors are sent to wildlife
shelters and then turned loose after
having their broken bones mended,
with very little preparation for release.

In the state of Victoria there are five
people who know how to use falconry
as a method of rehabilitation, five peo-
ple out of a possible 4 million. These
figures are not confined to Victoria,
other states have even less. There are
illegal falconers, who go about their
business in a quiet manner, flying the
odd bird here and there, catching the
occasional duck or rabbit. These falcon-
ers will not come forward for fear of
prosecution and, as a result, a valuable
resource is lost.

Healesville Sanctuary does practice fal-
conry, in a manner of speaking and
uses it as a tool for conservation. There
are only three comprehensive centres
in Australia, one of which is Healesville
and the other two are literally at each
end of the continent.

| firmly believe that falconry is multi

faceted, it can dou-
ble as a conserva-
tion tool and does
not have to have
hunting as its prima-
ry objective.
Healesville
Sanctuary offers two
flight demonstrations
daily, where we aim
to educate the public
as to the value of
Birds of Prey. We
also rehabilitate birds
of prey, which is our
main objective and
reason for being.

We are now starting
to encourage wildlife
shelters to be objec-
tive about their reha-
bilitating motives, to
be selective and to
make sure that the
birds they release
are indeed
releasable. This has
greater ramifications
and asks new ques-
tions; what is the
best method of
release? What is
most effective? Is fal-
conry actually neces-
sary? While | acknowledge that it is
impossible to generalise, it becomes
clear that wildlife shelters release many
raptors that are not releasable, birds
with eyes missing or severely imprinted
individuals have been and are being
released. Little attention has been paid
to the value of a full set of tail feathers
and that a Peregrine Falcon needs to
have both legs if it is to survive.

Some species may be able to get by
with minor flight imperfections but the
more dynamic species cannot.
Assessment of flying ability can only
made if falconry of used. (Perhaps com-
ment could be made by readers of this
article). The debate rages, but as man-
ager of Healesville Sanctuary's
Rehabilitation Programme, no bird
leaves our care unless it is as close to
perfection as possible.As | said, times
are changing and so are attitudes, and
the future is not as bleak as it seemed
so perhaps falconry has a place here
after all.

f%é’//(/é’

Seven year old Female Wedged Tailed Eagle

Passage Peregrine Tiercel

RICHARD
NAISBITT
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A Tribute To
LORANT DE BASTYAI

Born in the southern Hungarian town of
Szeged in 1910, Lorant de Bastyai was one
of twin boys. Sadly his twin brother died in
infancy. From an early age Lorant took a
great interest in natural history and was
encouraged by his father who was a keen
shot. He presented Lorant with a shotgun
when he was nine years of age. As a lad
Lorant often kept Hobbies and Kestrels
around the farm but admitted that, although
they were tame, he had little idea of how to
train them. The family was engaged in the
textile industry and they had a factory based
at Szeged. However when Lorant was in his
teens another branch of the family involved
with banking persuaded Lorant’s father to
move the family to Budapest. They lived in
a fine house on the banks of the Danube on
the Pest side opposite the parliament build-
ings. Lorant was about 15 years of age
when he saw his first Peregrine. The move
meant access o the Budapest Zoo which
opened up a new avenue of interest and
Lorant made great use 6f the facility.

In 1931 the Falconer. Col Biddulph visited
Hungary to hawk partridges, Lorant hap-
pened to be travelling from his uncles farm
back to Budapest when he met one of the
Pakistani Falconers on the train, imagine
his delight at being able to converse by sign
language with the man. He was invited to
join the group of Falconers at their HQ at
Godollo whenever he could. Every holiday
was to be spent there learning how the
Sakers, Peregrines and Goshawks were
used. Shortly he was introduced to Colonel
Biddulph who Lorant described as, “a very
fit and jolly gent in his seventies”. and so.
his life as a falconer began!

Lorant’s father however had laid plans for
an agricultural course at a college in
Denmark which meant Lorant attending for
two years.

By 1939 Lorant had learned a great deal
about practical Falconry and was instru-
mental in forming the Hungarian Falconry
Association with Geza Kiss de Nemesker as
President. Lorant was soon corresponding
with Falconers world-wide such as: Guy
Blaine. Fritz Loges, Jack Mavrogordato,
Count Mensdorff-Pouilly, Ranz Waller and
Hal Webster.

When the war started he was to join the
Hungarian army and had a difficult time.

He took a Peregrine with him and flew her
at Rooks until the day she crossed the river
Tisza and was lost. Lorant left his Saker
and two Goshawks with his friend George
Lelovich for safe keeping. During the war
he was pleased to meet with Mongolian
Falconers who flew Golden Eagles at
Wolves. After the war Lorant returned to
Budapest and his old life. He started a
Falconry school in 1950 but soon after was
put in charge of the Bird of Prey section at
Budapest Zoo, he became Curator of Birds
and remained there until 1956 when the
uprising took place. Lorant escaped with
many of his compatriots and made his way
across Europe. Whilst his younger brother
settled in Germany, Lorant made his way to
England. His previous experience as a taxi-
dermist came to use when he found a posi-
tion with the world famous firm of Roland
Ward. Later Lorant was to work for Peter
Scott at the Slimbridge Trust where he met
Nancy. who he was later to marry. He
always referred to her as his best Assistant
Falconer. When working at Slimbridge dur-
ing the winter of 1958 he saw something
which set his heart

had passed Ken MacLeur was looking him
up. Ken introduced Lorant to the Newport
Wildfowlers at Caerleon but his tales of
Hawking meant that it was inevitable that
some of the sportsmen asked for instruction
in the sport. Lorant of course was never
happier than when he was talking of
Hawking and so, within a short time a sec-
tion of the "fowlers had been set up to deal
with hawks and shortly it was to branch out
independently as The Welsh Hawking
Club. Often in the old days it was thought
of as a splinter group but it never was that -
it was formed in its own right in 1962 and
so is second only to the BFC in age in this
country, and today is well respected as one
of he largest, fully international clubs.
Lorant was President of the Welsh
Hawking Club from its formation until his
passing in 1993. He had been an honorary
member of the BFC, NAFA, Austrian,
German and French associations. As a for-
mative member of the Hungarian club
Lorant was very pleased, whilst visiting the
club AGM in 1991 to be the first to receive
a bronze plaque from Istvan Bechtold, the

beating, a large
Peregrine plucking a
Mallard Drake. but on
inspection with binoc-
ulars he could see the
thin  moustachial
stripe and realised it
was a Tundra
Peregrine. It took his
mind back to 1951
when George
Lelovich had caught a
Tundra Peregrine at
the White Lake in
Hungary.

By 1961 Lorant had
itchy feet and was
looking for another
position, which he
found, as the district
taxidermist for
Newport and West
Museum. Here his
reputation as a sports-
man travelled quickly
and before a few days

Photograph with kind permission from Kim Oakshott & Danny Keeber
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President, who said the club were founding
an order honouring those who had done
most for Hungarian Falconry. The original
plaque was then placed on the town hall at
Solyman Village.

In his forward to Lorants book “Hunting
Bird From a Wild Bird” Bryan Versey
Fitzgerald wrote. “No man, not even the
great Pakistani Falconers, whose reputation
is and has been for centuries almost leg-
endary, knows more, and certainly no man
has done more to educate the public on the
merits, beauty and value of Birds of Prey,
than Lorant de Bastyai.

His knowledge of Birds of Prey was widely
respected and he went to great trouble to
find the answers to questions which arose,
the like of which most people would let
pass by. If he found that a falcon had been
seen or picked up he had to identify pre-
cisely which species or sub-species it was,
if necessary by writing to several other
experts, world-wide. in an effort to verify
facts. As a falconer he was a friend to
everyone and was always ready to help in
any way he could.

I remember asking him for some Hungarian
girls names when I received a passage,
female Goshawk, which had been trapped
in Hungary. Within a day or so (Lorant was
always very prompt. but unfortunately
expected a return letter within a day!) I had
not a name or two suggested, but about thir-
ty all with English translations and explana-
tions of their meanings. At first I chose Sza
Sza but my friend Mark made some sarcas-
tic remarks about this as he knew of a poo-
dle called Sza Sza so I settled on the infor-
mal version Szara which also served as a
reminder of our visit to the International
meet at Szarvas (pronounced Zara-Vosh).
Not only did Lorant delve into the sub-
species but made in-depth studies of Birds
of Prey as State Symbols and into their his-
torical significance. For instance specula-
tion existed for a long time on what hawk
was depicted on the shield of Attilla the
Hun. In one of Lorant’s articles in The
Austringer (WHC journal nol1-1978) he
explained how different authors had sug-

gested Eagles to Lammagiers but eventually
discussion between Dr Schenk and Prof
Dementiev had resulted in evidence that it
must have been what was known then as
the Turul Falcon and later as the Altai
Gyrfalcon. Again he was intrigued, after
receiving a card from Dominick Kollinger,
who had, in 1982, received a white
Goshawk from Kamchatka (Siberia), Lorant
and Dominick assumed it was A.G.
Bureoides menzibir - the same species that
George Lelovich had trapped back in the
late forties. However research revealed that
in fact both were A.G. Aldbidus menzibir -
The Kamchatka Great Hawk. (source 1982
Austringer).

In fact Lorant had over 40 works published,
including several books. He was working
on his latest at the time of his passing. In
1978, on returning to Hungary for a holi-
day, Lorant was honoured to be met at the
airport with an official car to take him to an
appointment with the President of the
Hungarian Nature Conservancy.

My own association with Lorant began
after I became a member of the WHC and
met him at meetings which were being held

“no man has done
more to educate the
public on the merits,
beauty and value of
Birds of Prey, than
Lorant de Bastyai”

at Caerleon. He was, as ever, ready to
advise and to converse on various aspects
of hawking. He often gave a short talk on
some interesting item that had cropped up
recently. When his health meant that he
attended meetings less often I began to cor-
respond with him and this became almost a
weekly letter. Of course his great enthusi-
asm never waned and this meant that he
often had questions about the club., its field
meets and the monthly meetings. It was
very interesting to hear his tales of old
times in Hungary and how he hunted on his

beloved Hortobagy Plains. His letters will
remain of great comfort and interest.
During his life Lorant had trained
Goshawks, Sparrowhawks, Sakers,
Peregrines, Lanners, Merlins. Eagles,
Imperial, Golden, Tawnys and so on. He
went on 1o become head of the Bird of Prey
school on the great plains after the war but
the government decided the site was too
isolated and the school was moved to
Godollo. George Lelovich, who was assis-
tant to Lorant, did not wish to move and so
Lorant was to be in sole charge. he flew
Falcons at the herons on state fish farms
and also used Kestrels at the sparrows
which were also a pest. He tried to breed at
the station and when some had laid eggs he
removed the top section of the aviary so
that the adults would be able to hunt for
themselves. Lorant worked alongside the
Hungarian Forestry Commission, register-
ing all nest of Birds of Prey using
Hungarian Ornithology Institute rings, not-
ing the contents of pellets and making
reports. The ministry became concerned for
the damage done to carp breeding in rice
fields by Herons, Shooting the herons was
considered impractical. george and Lorant
suggested flying falcons from horseback at
the herons and the idea was accepted. Later
vineyards were cleared using
Sparrowhawks and Kestrels. Dr Nagy of the
Nature Conservancy made films of the
activities and so Birds of Prey and Falconry
were brought closer to the people and this
helped a better understanding and it was
hoped less shooting of Hawks.

Lorant was quite a humourous man,
although many who met him did not realise
this at first. Stories of the comical side of
life with Lorant are rife among his close
friends especially in the WHC. | hope to
include some of these in a later article.
Nancy de Bastyai survives Lorant and is
caring for their Lanneret, Leslie, who is
over 20 years old, at Leamington Spa.
Lorant de Bastvai was loved by everyone
who met him. he had no enemies and his
passing was a sad loss to all who knew. He
will be remembered and revered by them.

FALCONRY & HAWKING
Tuition and Hunting
at Bossington Farm Park
& Birds of Prey Centre

within Exmoor National Park, Somerset
Courses to suit beginners to advanced hunting groups;
B&B in 15th Century farmhouse

Bossington Farm Park, Allerford, Nr Porlock,
Somerset TA24 8HJ; Tel: 0643 862816
Open to visitors 1 March to 31 October, 10.30-4.30
Falconry Courses & Hunting Parties all year

JULIAN STEVENS COUNTRY PURSUITS

Il ST BOTOLPHS GREEN
ELTON. PETERBOROUGH
CAMBS PES 65G

STOCKISTS OF SOME OF
THE HIGHEST QUALITY
FALCONRY FURNITURE
CURRENTLY AVAILABLE

FOR ORDERS AND ADVICE PLEASE CALL
N . 0733 311486 or 0860 381684

asy payment terms available on application
ACCES VISA WELCOME

NOIMAN THELWELL

Weprmahicesd by permiission Thebwe!] Cinmmry (st

LEATHERWORK BY OUR OWN SKILLED CRAFTSMEN
AND STENCRAFT. BESPOKE SERVICE AVAILABLE.

e
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Training Gundogs For Falconry

GUY WALLACE

GAMEHAWKING

it can be done at home.

Therefore do not let your dog get
overweight during the summer

because all that fat has to come off

before the muscle is built up. The
old adage “He who walks furthest
shoots the most grouse™ applies
equally to falconry, The only way
to really become hill fit is to walk
on hills, so try to get some grouse
counting in early August which
most grouse keepers will welcome
and it is excellent preparation for
the dog.( I always think that it is a
shame that the grouse season pre-
cedes the partridge season because
the mind blowing scent of a covey
of grouse must spoil a dog for the
more subtle scent of partridges.)

Larks and pipits are a mixed bless-
ing. Most young dogs cannot resist
chasing larks (hence the expres-
sion “larking about™) but they soon
realise that they cannot catch them
and once they have had a few cov-
eys under their nose will leave
them alone. The Devil finds work
for idle hands and most riot occurs
when game is scarce. Beware the
dreaded mountain (blue) hare!
Larks, like snipe, give off a dispro-
portionately strong smell for their
size and many dogs will point
them staunchly. This is fine if you
are flying Merlins, but extremely
boring, not to mention frustrating,
if you are flying at grouse.
Assuming that your dog is a
staunch pointer - which it almost
certainly is if it holds its point on a
lark - LEAVE THE FALCON IN
HER MEWS and go dog training.
Work the dog and when it comes
on point and subsequently flushes
a lark chide it with the growl
‘WARE LARKS STUPID DOG.
Do not be so hard on it that it will
stop pointing altogether, but at the

same time, make sure that it under-
stands that you are not keen on
larks. On the other hand when it
points and then flushes a grouse
make a big fuss of it. Back to the
old BLACK/WHITE again. If you
fly merlins at larks and falcons at
grouse over the same dog | cannot
help you. However an older, more
experienced dog may well come to
know, in time, which quarry you
are flying.

If the austringer has a “sticky’ dog
(one that remains on point and will
not road in to flush) it is not the
end of the world. You can always
flush the game with your foot or
thumbstick and it is certainly
preferable to the alternative - the
‘flash pointer’. However, when
gamehawking, and you falcon has
gained her pitch and is waiting on,
ready to be served, your dog must
go in and flush ‘right on the but-
ton’ when the falcon is in the opti-
mum position in relation to the
covey and the wind direction.
(This is. in fact, an advantage of
the HPR having a ‘shorter’ nose
than a pointer or setter since it has
much less ground to cover in order
to flush the covey.) The purists use
a spaniel to flush the covey down-
wind over the pointer to ensure the
correct timing of the flush. Apart
from meaning that you have to
have an extra dog involved, it can
make many pointers extremely
jealous so that they will hold their
point for ever until anybody or
anything comes anywhere near
them, when they will dive in. The
same thing can occur when work-
ing a poorly trained brace of point-
ing dogs and. instead of honouring
the other’s point by backing the
forward dog, the rear dog goes in

and steals the point. As already
mentioned in the basic pointing
and flushing lessons the time to
praise a dog on a point is AFTER
it has dropped to flush. This means
that it will road in “on the button™
in expectation of praise and has the
added advantage of you not prais-
ing it for pointing the wrong quar-
ry.

Running a dog on a hill is exhaust-
ing work, particularly in hot
weather when its nose is stuffed
with heather pollen and grouse are
scarce. It is extremely easy to ‘bot-
tom’ a dog and once a dog gets
really exhausted it needs a few
days rest to get over it and is likely
to dehydrate internally. The old
trick of giving a Mars bar at inter-
vals helps keep up the blood sug-
ars but you can still overtax even
an HPR's undoubted stamina.
“English pointers™ burn out far
sooner. It is a good idea to wean
the dog onto a higher protein dog
food before The Glorious Twelfth
and then to gradually go back to
your normal dog food after you get
home. You cannot do a weeks
grouse hawking with only one dog
and, ideally, each falconer in the
party should own a pointing dog
and run them singly, turn and turn
about. As soon as a dog starts to
shorten its beat call it in and rest it.
Do not worry if they all own Field

Trial Champions that can do no
wrong. Insist on giving your
novice its rightful turn (their dogs
were all novices once!) since it is
not going to learn anything sitting
in kennels.

It is extremely important that the
dog sees an ‘end product’ so, after
a successful flight call your novice
dog up to the kill, let it smell the
grouse (most falcon will make it
keep its distance!) and make a big
fuss of it and let it realise that it is
very much a part of the successful
team as opposed to leaving it on
the drop half a mile away!

Many hawks (particularly Harris
Hawks, which probably regard
dogs as coyotes) will tolerate their
“own” dog, say a solid liver GSP,
but bring a black and white GSP
or an orange and white Brittany
and they will “flip their lid".
Arrange to take the hawk down to
the local beagle kennels (fox-
hounds are large enough to rear up
and “chomp” your hawk) and a
“multicoloured” pack of hounds in
the grass yard or on hound exer-
cise will soon “crash man™ her.
The best advice I can give any
aspiring falconer is to train his or
her dog thoroughly before taking it
anywhere near the hawking field -
and then keep training it. In terms
of game in the bag you will never
regret it.

16 The Falconers & Raptor Conservation Magazine




DOGS

GUY WALLACE

rock steady GSP
“Sancho” sat motion-
less beside him. Old
*Cassy”, his redtail
took off and bound to
a moving brown blur
in the long grass.
Suddenly Sancho
growled and flung
himself after the
hawk and within min-
utes a large area of
“The Blasted ‘Eath”

Just as the hawk has to be tact-
fully introduced to ferrets, so has the dog.
Holding a ferret up to a puppy’s nose
while commanding NO and generally
stroking the ferret is usually all that is
required. An over inquisitive pup will
usually get a nip (or stronger!) on the
nose which will teach it respect for ever-
more. Once the dog has worked a few

times with the ferret they will soon
recognise one another as allies.
Needless to say the dog will have to
be ultra-steady to rabbits bolting
under its nose. ( I remember ferreting
rabbits with Jim Chick in the long
grass on Salisbury Plain while his

was littered with very small pieces of a very
dead fox! Unless the owner is also a ferreter the
habit of pointing rabbits in a bury or burrow
should be TACTFULLY discouraged from an
early age. There is nothing more annoying for a
non-ferreter than to have one’s dog with his
head permanently stuck down a rabbit hole.

All the articles that have appeared in The Falconer
WORKING H.P.R.” which is shortly (?) to be pub

Four wheel drive vehicles have seen an insurgence in popularity in recent
years, the various makes and models have become both status symbols and
household names. But somewhere in that rush to build to higher specifica-
tions and more refined levels of trim, the real 4x4 user has been forgotten. No
longer can you put the Dogs and Hawk in the back without fear of getting it
all dirty! Or climb into the drivers seat after finishing on the moor without
worry of staining the upholstery.

Highlander 4x4 have the practical solution to this now common problem.
Their range of four door pick-ups provide facilities not found in other 4x4
vehicles, for on road use you have all the refinements of any saloon car.
Features such as power steering, five speed gear box and the economy of a
diesel engine are all standard, but when you want a working tool the four
door Pick-ups are clearly in a league of their own.

Canopies can be fitted over the pick-up bed, giving a large covered area, win-
dows with fly screens are fitted if required for ventilation. The Dogs can be
made secure inside a Port -a-Pet box under the canopy, still leaving plenty of
room for Hawks and equipment.

The versatility of four wheel drive gives good general off road ability. but
when needed all of these vehicles can be switched to four wheel drive, low
ratio, for any precision manoeuvres, ensuring you reach your destination,

hassle free.
What sets Highlander apart from other importers is that the vehicles are pur-
chased in bulk and stored in bonded warchouses in the UK before they are

sold. There fore the customer is the first registered keeper and not the
importer,
After a legal conversion any VAT can be reclaimed due to the vehicles com-

mercial rating (providing the customer is registered)

The Four Door Pick-Up range starts at £12,495 + VAT (on the road) for the
Nissan Diesel Pick-Up and extends to £14.995 + VAT (on
the road) for the Toyota Diesel Pick-Up. Metallic paint, if
required, is a no cost option and all prices include delivery to
you door (except Scotland).

General delivery takes three to six weeks, most well known
Japanese vehicles are available including

Mitsubishi & Isuzu all in the four door configuration.

Each vehicle is “E” marked confirming they reach all
European safety standards and are therefore legal on British
roads. Highlander 4x4 import and retail the majority of four
wheel drive vehicles all of which are between £2000 &
£3000 cheaper than any franchise dealer and usually on a
shorter delivery time.

Both partners involved with the business are Falconry and
field sports orientated. which ensures customer empathy,
being end users ourselves we realise what expectations our

customers have of these vehicles.
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We purchased Max, a male Harris Hawk
from Robin Haigh in Surrey, We found
Robin and his wife to be very hospitable
and a great source of information. due to
hi long experience breeding and flying
raptors.

Max spent the next 14 weeks in an
enclosed aviary, we had conflicting
advice on whether to start his training
straight away or leave him for three
months, making him in total around six
months old, we decided on the latter.
Once out of the aviary Max was a little
wild but nothing out of the ordinary.
Training went well and, after five weeks,
Max was flying free, He spent four days
on the creance and 1 was confident he
was ready to go loose. The day before we
took him out and introduced him to the
rabbit lure. In my past experience, when
a bird first sees the lure, it's not quite
sure what to do, but not Max, as soon as
he set eves on it he was off his perch and
on it. 1 put this down to feeding rabbit
and squirrel in the aviary before picking
him up. He automatically knew this furry
thing in front of him was food.

The next day was to be his first down on
the farm, sunny skies and no wind to
speak of, perfect for his first ungainly
flights into trees. What happened next |
can hardly believe.

As we walked from the car into the field

two rabbits bolted 50 yds away,
Max bated towards them, I
thought “no, this is too good to be
true”. The birds® I've had in the
past have taken quite a lot of per-
severance to get them entered. But
once again, not Max. | took off his
leash and exchanged his mews for field
jesses. We arrived at the wood, where 1
intended to fly him, It is approximately
25 foot wide and a quarter of a mile long,
so he could hardly get lost and I could
keep my eye on him. In this wood I knew
where there were plenty of rabbits so 1
had the ferret with me. Max showed no
interest in the ferret from day one. We
had a few flights on rabbits but he wasn’t
sure how to go in on them. especially as
the undergrowth was quite dense, all he
lacks is experience. Eventually we came
to the end of the wood and walked out
onto an open field, we walked close to
the hedgerow back towards the farm.
Max caught sight of his intended quarry:
80yds away a rabbit was making its way.
quite casually, back to the hedge. He was
off the fist and in pursuit. Max arrived
just as the rabbit disappeared into the
undergrowth, he swung up into a tree
directly above the rabbit. I got within ten
yards of him and thought the rabbit was
long gone so | called him back. As he
turned to face me he must have seen

some movement below him and he

dropped like a stone. The squeal con-
firmed he had his first rabbit. I could
hardly believe it, our first day out and
Max had his first kill. What a dream start
to our short, but thoroughly enjoyable
season. Max is a superb bird, never
moody and very responsive, he is a sheer
pleasure to fly.

Max is tucked up in his aviary throwing
feathers out, which is a shame, but, if the
experience gained in the 19 weeks we
had to fly is anything to go by, roll on
next season!

Max’s tally in 19 weeks, 4 Mice, 10
Rabbits, 2 Squirrels, 1 Rat, 3 Moorhen, |
Mallard and a Cock Pheasant. Not bad
EH!

Gary
WILLIAMSON

plus delivery.

ANDERSEY QUAIL

Whether you are flying or breeding Birds
of Prey, Quail are recognised as being an
excellent quality food source.

We can supply any number of
Top Class Quail at 50p each,

Sorry, no live birds.

Tel: (0235) 772040

THE NORTH OF ENGLAND
FALCONRY SCHOOL

5 DAY BEGINNERS COURSE
HAWKING DAY
INTRODUCTORY DAY
BREEDING COURSES

For further information please phone 0709
548125 or call at Wentworth Falconry Centre
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RAPTORS of
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SRI LANKA

Three kite species are seen. with the
PARIAH or BLACK KITE (Milvus
migrans) a winter visitor and plentiful
resident but only in the north. The splen-
did RUFUS BRAHMINY KITE
(Haliastur indus) is a fairly common res-
ident around the coast and paddies, in
both wet and dry zones. Although its sil-
houette is not very kite like, and it
appears more like a fish eagle, its flight
is, and contrasting colour scheme of
foxy red, black and white is unmistak-
able. Elegant little BLACK SHOUL-
DERED or WINGED KITES (Elanus
caeruleus) are fairly widespread world-
wide. and also here, although not a com-
mon resident. As usual it prefers scat-
tered woods in open ground to perform
its effortless canting flight over - always
a delight. It is possible to see four harri-
ers in the winter here with the graceful
bird hunting PALLID HARRIER
(Circus macrourus) the most wide-
spread. and the only one I personally
saw the MONTAGUS HARRIER
(Circus pyvgargus) is hopefully still a
fairly common winter visitor largely in
the north, where the larger western
MARSH HARRIER (Circus aerugi-
nosus) is also seen. One of the most
striking and beautiful harriers in the
world, the PIED HARRIER (Circus
melanoleucos) of the oriental region is a
scarce but regular winter visitor, again to
the dry zone grasslands and paddies.
unfortunately my only view of the mag-
nificent male of this species has been
confined to video - as yet! G.M.Henry
mentions the "DESERT" BUZZARD
(Buteo burmanicus), which is the
INDIAN or COMMON BUZZARD an
irregular visitor to all zones. The
CRESTED HONEY BUZZARD (Pernis
apivorus ptilorhynchus) is virtually iden-
tical to our own Eurasian Honey
Buzzard. with the same widely varying
plumage, and is both an elusive resident
and widespread winter visitor. These are
sometimes known as two races the west-
ern and eastern occasionally known as

the Oriental Honey Buzzard, but there
appears to be some confusion.

That slightly odd (because hard to classi-
fy!) group, the Bazas or Cuckoo Falcons
has only two representatives here. Both
the very scarce visiting BLACK BAZA
(Aviceda leuphotes) and the (wait for it!)
BLYTHS, JERDONS or LEGGES
BAZA or BROWN LIZARD HAWK

(Aviceda jerdoni) are small hawks of

wooded hill country, the latter uncom-
mon but widespread. They share the
unique double notched beak of the
Cuckoo Falcons but have broader much
less falcon-like wings and a crow-like
flight. It is superficially similar to the
resident ASIAN CRESTED
GOSHAWK (Accipiter trivirgatus)
including the dark vertical throat stripe,
and is a typically elusive but widely dis-
tributed bird of wooded hill country,
preying both on small birds and mam-
mals. By contrast SHIKRAS (Accipiter
badius) are very common residents, and
from my own observations especially in
the south, where they dash like our
Sparrowhawk through most habitats
from suburban to wooded, avoiding only
thick forest. One of the many I saw
though. was by a forest clearing pool,
and I tried unsuccessfully to transform it
into the scarcer but very similar BESRA
SPARROWHAWK (Accipiter virgatus)
which does prefer wet zone thick forest
or jungle like the aforementioned
Crested Goshawk. Both are supposed to
feed mainly on lizards etc.. but most I've
seen have been bird hunting which their
typical sprinting accipiter flights so suit.
It would appear that none of the falcons
have ever been common on the island,
with the Eurasian KESTREL (Falco
tinnunculus) the most widespread and
likely winter visitor to be seen, with the
much scarcer resident INDIAN
KESTREL (Falco tinnunculus objurga-
fus). The two races of Peregrine are both
rather uncommon., the eastern
PEREGRINE (Falco peregrinus
calidus) although a regular winter visitor

chiefly to the north, and the resident and
widespread SHAHIN or INDIAN
PEREGRINE (Falco peregrinus pere-
erinator). This latter bird is smaller with
very reddish underparts and more adapt-
ed to crags in wooded country than its
many global cousins.

The orangey underparts and dark hoods
are also shared with that rare straggler to
the island, the smaller and slimmer
ORIENTAL HOBBY (Falco severus).
The AMUR or EASTERN RED-FOOT-
ED FALCON (Falco vespertinus
amurensis) are also rare visitors, with
only a couple of recent records. one of
which I was fortunate enough to see in
the far south. They largely differ from
their western cousins with their white
underwing covers and non orangey
females.

Although there are still possibly eleven
owl species to be found here they .are of
course largely elusive, nocturnal and
arboreal, like the Forest Eagle Owl and
Brown Hawk Owl, and only the Brown
Wood Owl, Indian Jungle Owlet and
Brown Fish Owl probably still wide-
spread and relatively common.

So, not a huge list of raptors, but with
over four hundred bird species to be
enjoyed in largely beautiful surrounds,
and never usually far from a tropical
beach, this is a great place to visit. The
people generally, are very friendly and
helpful and their fresh king coconut milk
is the commonest and most refreshing
drink available anywhere. The only real
problems manifest themselves on the
frequently poor roads - the bus drivers
are famous and notoriously kamikaze,
and it is actually cheaper and safer to
hire a driver with your hire car, because
of the insurance! I thoroughly enjoyed
my visit and will always carry wonderful
memories of Brahminy Kites effortlessly
soaring over rice paddies full of white
egrets following the plough, huge Flying
Foxes slowly flapping in evening light
over bustling towns, monkeys, Water
Buffalos, Lily Trotters on pink lotus
lilies. endless temples and huge
Buddha's. splendid wetlands, rivers,
creeks. lakes, tanks and beaches - and
some of the best vegetable curry in Asia!

Text
&
Studies
By
Philip Snow

Painting overleaf
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A F IR T AT

| KNOW IT'S IN THERE

Having been married into “The Business™ at
the grand old age of 26 and immediately
introduced to such hefty gods™ as Emma
Ford and Jemima Parry-Jones before |
could so much as swallow, I may have
thought that the magic of birds of prey was
something that one was inspired with as a
child and otherwise lost forever. I couldn’t
have been more wrong.

In my case then (and | believe this to be
true of most ‘observers’ who make up our
audiences today), 1 was inspired the most,
not by impressively speedy and sadly limit-
less demonstrations based solely on falcons
and falcons alone. but by the exciting and
challenging flights displayed by a variety of
birds. none of which were necessarily the
fastest. largest or cutest.

At The Hawk Conservancy we spice our
demonstrations with the occasional differ-
ent, even obscure, species of bird of prey in
order to show something that little bit dif-
ferent. These species, far from being simply
‘novelty’ birds. treat visitors with a unique
opportunity to admire just how varied bird
behaviour and flight is, amongst a compara-
tively small selection of birds from the hun-
dreds of species of birds of prey and owls
in the world. Increased awareness can only
come through education and experience
and is crucial in the long-term conservation
of raptors. (What child is going to grow up

caring about an obscure species of bird it
has never even heard of, let alone seen?)
This educational aim is quite apart from the
vital role these demonstrations play in
enticing newcomers back again with their
friends. which I hardly need stress is how
we all stay in business in the first place.
One of the most recent birds of prey to
arrive at the Hawk Conservancy was an
African Harrier Hawk or Gymnogene
(Polvboroides tvpus). This bird has proved
to be one of the most successful and excit-
ing display birds in a good few years and
its story began when Ashley jumped wildly
(as he tends to do) at an opportunity to
obtain a pair from London Zoo.

In case you are wondering if a Gymnogene
is some high-fangled invention of the
United States Air Force, it is actually one
of two species of rather large, light-bodied
hawks called Polvboroides, the other being
the Madagascar Harrier Hawk
(Polyboroides/Gymnogenys radiatus), both
of which are rather similar in looks. The
Gymnogene is found mainly in forest areas
of Africa, south of the Sahara, although it is
also found in the wetter, West Africa
savannah's. It eats a diet of birds® eggs and
young, insects, small mammals and rep-
tiles, taken from both ground level and
trees, and is also known to oil palm nuts.
which it reaches by tight-rope walking

NEARLY GOT IT

*hand over hand’ with its feet along the
palm “fronds’ or leaves.

Having found ourselves caretakers of two
of these somewhat obscure creatures, we
passed one bird onto the National Birds of
Prey Centre to pair with one of their birds,
in the hope of establishing a further TAG
group (Taxonomy Advisory Group formed
by the National Federation of Zoos), which
is after all the principle of obtaining a cap-
tive bred, self-sustaining population. This
left us here at the Conservancy with an
immature male. which we decided to fly for
the public rather than leave alone in an
aviary for the season.

So, Ashley (and *Co’ | hasten to add, since
we've now got two rather smartly turned
out, dashing yvoung falconers aiding and
abetting such ongoing work as this) set to
work with his training. This ‘training’
began with manning, which. as often hap-
pens in these cases. took place over a cup
of coffee at ten o’clock one morning in the
staff room. Everybody admired approving-
Iy how quietly *Jimmy" the Gymnogene
(we surely can’t deny ourselves marks for
originality) sat on the fist. However after a
minute or two, everyones attention was
diverted towards his head, which was
beginning to rotate wildly around in the
general direction of the ceiling. While
Ashley began to leap towards the door to

By BRIGID SMITH - THE HAWK CONSERVANCY
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DINNER !

fetch some glucose, the others looked heav-
enward in the vague direction Jimmy was
staring. Lo and Behold. there, stalking
across the ceiling, was a tiny black spider.
Jimmy was not having a fit. but was look-
ing for lunch.

Being uncontainably curious, Ashley took

off Jimmy’s jesses and turned out the staff

room lights. Seven people sat silently
watching to see what would happen.
Jimmy. needing no further cue, immediate-
ly leapt up to the ceiling and began to claw
wildly at the crevices in the woodwork., into
one of which the spider had now. quite sen-
sibly, disappeared. Within seconds Jimmy
had pushed one leg through the same hole,
flapping wildly with his wings to keep him-
self in this painfully awkward-looking,
upside-down position, and retrieved - not
the little spider. but the largest, blackest,
choicest house spider seven people had ever
He then flew down to the back of a
chair to eat with a menacing look of satis-
faction. Incidentally, Gymnogenes are, in
fact, unique in their ability to hang upside-
down for long periods, so perhaps we were
lucky that, in the absence of any African
lizards in the rafters, Jimmy found himself a
suitably tasty spider so quickly. Otherwise
we could have been sitting there all day,
twiddling our anxious thumbs. while Jimmy
stuck, limpet-like, to the ceiling.

SECen.

Astonished by this
event, Ashley was
now desperate o see
what a Gymnogene
looked like flying
free and consequent-
ly, Jimmy’s training
in flying to the fist
on the leash was
somewhat swift. Not
being the
patient of falconers
the Almighty ever
gave breath to.
Ashley let Jimmy go
free as soon as he
had done a couple of
practice runs in the
flying grounds.
Jimmy, naturally,
had things in mind
other than hanging
around a silly man waving around a dead.
day-old chick. Instead of obligingly return-
ing to the plump, juicy piece of meat

most

jostling for attention in Ashley’s gloved

hand. he flew off in the opposite direction
and was later found two miles away literal-
ly throwing himself headlong into several
rather large trees. | seem to vaguely recall
Ashley once stressing that manning and
early training were vital!

The Gymnogene is a somewhat erratic flier,
as we discovered. Although they are appar-
ently capable of soaring steadily. they tend
to float buoyantly on any passing breeze.
seemingly without any great power of their
own when compared with something like
the Kestrel which, although being a much
smaller bird, can stay relatively unmoved in
the face of even moderate winds. In the
wild Gymnogenes are relentlessly mobbed
by other birds almost as soon as they take
to the air, indeed more so than most birds
of prey. Their magpie-style nest robbing
techniques presumably make them an
unpopular visitor to other nest sites.

As Jimmy continued with his rather
unorthodox, suicidal behaviour against one
of his newly found tree-trunks, we discov-
ered that he seemed to have the same objec-
tive as he had had up on the staff room ceil-
ing. While glued to the trunk with his wings
flapping behind him like a butterfly caught

in a jam jar. Jimmy was searching rigorous-
ly for small insects in the crevices of the
bark. To a casual observer this may at first
seem unastonishing, since everyone has
heard of treecreepers and woodpeckers,
until one realises that the Gymnogene was
using his feet to obtain the food. and that in
order to do so, he was bending his ‘heel’
(tarsal) joint in both forward and backward
directions. enabling him to push his legs
into any hole without having to turn him-
self upside-down and back-to-front! try
bending your knee forwards as well as
backwards and you will have some idea of
Just how astonishing this bird’s double-
jointedness really is. (The American Crane
Hawk (Geranospiza caerulescens) is the
only other species to have this peculiar
characteristic and, indeed, may even be
related to the Gymnogene).

Ashley, bless him, being something of an
opportunist himself, constructed a mock
tree to demonstrate Jimmy's unique behav-
iour in front of an audience. The ‘tree’ con-
sisted of a tree trunk drilled with holes,
half-hollowed out and hinged in the middle
5o that “door’ could be opened at the front.
The whole trunk was pivoted so that it
could be turned to different sections of the
audience. This has proved to be the greatest
invention ever introduced, since out
Gymnogene demonstration inspires even
more gasps and coos than that of Duffy, our
European Eagle Owl. which must say
something for Jimmy. (Duffy is regularly
given single malt whisky from a small
number of generous visitors at Christmas,
which he Kindly shares with Ashley and
Myself. I wonder if Jimmy could be tempt-
ed to accept a few bottles?)

If London Zoo enjoy continued breeding
successes, we hope the opportunity arises
for Jimmy to try out parenthood in the next
year or two, during which time he will
mature into a striking, predominantly grey
colour with black and white barred tail
feathers. striped black and white lower
breast feathers and a bright vellow cere and
skin around his eyes. This yellow skin
flushes pink with excitement in a similar
way to Bataleur Eagles, especially around
nesting time in the wild.

The Gymnogene is certainly not the fastest,
largest or cutest bird of prey in the world,
but it must surely rank among the most
unusual, We believe Jimmy's success and
popularity with our audiences shows how
important it is to fly such birds in display.
If. by seeing him, they are inspired to learn
more about, or at least be more aware of,
birds of prey, then we will have achieved
something. whatever positive effects he has
on his audiences, the Gymnogene's unique
behaviour must surely be one of the
strangest sights anyone can see.

PHOTO’S By MICK ROBINSON
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AVIARY/ WEATHERING
BUILDING FOR THE 1990's

A abreeder of birds of prey and owls, |
feel very strongly that it is my responsibility
to make sure that the birds I produce go to
the best and most suitable homes possible,
consequently we tend to put people through
the third degree, on them asking what we
sell. Apart from asking what experience the
enquirer has and why they want a bird and
what for and so on. I ask each prospective
new owner for a photograph of their pro-
posed quarters for the bird they hope to
have from us. Very often the aviaries are
excellent, sometimes they are in need of
some alteration. usually size wise and often
the roof needs to be improved. I then write
back and suggest changes. in the interest of
the birds. generally these are well taken and
1 am always pleased to let our birds go to
people who are keen enough to take advice.
(I am still, to this day.advising against the
use of screen perches, which is a bit sad as
there are plenty of excellent alternatives)
This year I did the same thing as usual, writ-
ing to about four people suggesting changes,
one photograph showed a pen with a trans-
parent roofing material which is asking for
trouble in the sort of hot weather we are
having right now and which is always a pos-
sibility in the summer. because it is a very
good way to cook your bird. the reply I had
was interesting and prompted me to think
about writing this short article.

The chap replying seemed to think that I did
not consider him suitable for one of my

All wood should be
tanalised. You can buy
it already treated. il

)

Stanchions should
be concreted into
the ground W———»

[ T

JEMIMA PARRY-JONES

relief that we had most of the birds in new
housing. Then we had a period of very
strong and unpleasant gales, which not only
made flying the birds pretty difficult, but
also made me quietly pleased that we had
built very robust buildings for the birds.
They are very sheltered in the aviaries
regardless of the weather conditions.
Falconry has an increasing number of ene-
mies in the form of those people who either
do not approve of any kind of hunting, or
those who consider that birds should not be
kept in captivity. Consequently for the
majority of people with only a few birds it is
far more acceptable to keep fully trained
birds loose in aviaries rather than tethered.
It is also much easier, better for the bird and
makes going away for shot periods far less
worrying for any falconer or the owner of a
trained bird. 1 should add here that if you
have as many trained birds as we fly daily
here it is almost impossible to have each
one loose in a pen.

With all the above in mind perhaps I can
point a few people in the right direction for
good aviaries, that will keep their bird safe
from extreme cold, rain, wind and heat. Safe
from harm from foxes, cats, badgers, chil-
dren and all but the most persistent of van-
dals.

Any aviary built should have a double door
system for security. and | strongly suggest a
security passage all down one side of the
pen. This allows for ease in cleaning out

birds, which was not true, I was merely
making a sensible suggestion which would
benefit him and any bird he had. He also
said, and this was the interesting part to me,
that I had considered his quarters good
enough in 1984, so why were they not good
enough now.

Well I am pleased to say that, here at the
National Birds of Prey Centre, we do not
stand still in terms of learning. The sort of
aviaries we build now are very different
from those I would have put up in 1984. In
fact every time we build a new block we
learn and make slight alterations - one of
these days I will get it totally right!

The other thing to remember is that over the
years we find out about different materials
on the market and learn more about building
in general. So add those two facts into the
equation and if you don’t regularly update
your ideas about the very best aviaries to
build for your birds, then you fall into that
large and sad category of people who think
they know it all and are not prepared to keep
improving the way they do anything and
that is a great shame.

Since we started the Centre in1967 the cli-
mate seems to have changed a great deal.
The winters seem longer and the extremes
far greater. Last winter it rained here in
Gloucester from Mid September until
February almost non-stop - I thought about
building an Ark. The ground was sodden
most of the time and I breathed a sigh of

=]

‘ - A small wall on all

[ ‘ four sides can be
built of either

. blocks or bricks

The walls should be built on concrete foundations
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The service passage
should be on one of the
three solid sides, not on
the front.

This is for safety,
observation and to stop
vour trained bird, when
loose in the aviary,
flving into the wire on
your approach.

pens - all rubbish can be put into the pas-
sage and then removed after the inner door
is closed. It allows for birds to be taken in
and out of the aviary with out risk of loss
while jessing up. A bird that is perhaps not
quite right can be watched without realising
it and behaviour spotted that might not be
shown while the bird is knowingly
observed. There are many other good rea-
sons for such a passage, some of which are
mentioned in the book I just had published,
which gives a great deal on aviary design.
We build all pens with three sides solid and
only the front opening, but I would suggest
that anyone keeping a bird in a pen for fly-
ing always has the door in one of the solid
sides opening into the security passage. In
that way the bird is not going to fly into the
wire trying to get to you at flying time. This
goes for all species. including owls. We also
build our aviaries totally roofed in. This
immediately makes the aviary a much
stronger structure and, if well done with the
right material, mush more attractive to have
in your garden. For anyone building large
barns, such as most of mine, the best materi-
al I have found is a concrete fibre sheeting
which is the modern and safe form of
asbestos. But it is very heavy and needs
Very strong support.

For most of us who are building smaller
units of maybe only one or two aviaries you
can’t beat a sheeting made by a company
called Onduline. the material is now made
in Belguim and is a mixture of paper and
tar, with colouring. that sounds pretty use-
less, but it is very tough stuff and. as long as
it is well supported, on shallow pitched
rooves it is excellent stuff.

It is lightweight to handle, has no problems
with condensation dripping on cold birds in
the winter, as do all the metal and plastic
roofing sheets. It is relatively warm for in
the winter and keeps the pen surprisingly
cool in all but the hottest weather. I have
had coloured Onduline on my stables for at
least seven years with no problems. When
we built the small falcon block here, we

Put some light panels in, but
not over the service passage

Welded wire mesh should only be on the front of the aviary, and a small gauge,
approx 1 inch square, to keep out rats and other birds, as the diseases from spar-
rows, pigeons, starlings etc. can kill birds of prey.

This is another reason for having a completely enclosed roof.

It stops bird droppings falling into the aviary

roofed it in the red coloured onduline and it
works brilliantly. You can also getitina
brown and a blue and probably other
colours as well, so you can make your
aviary fit into your surroundings very easily.
As well as being easy to handle and lift
because it is light weight, it is also easy to
cut and to nail up. In fact as an all round
roofing material for aviaries for all types of
birds of prey it is hard to beat and | can very
honestly recommend it to anyone. The com-
pany supplies full instructions for support,
pitch and fixing.

It is a good idea to put in a couple of
translucent sheets to make sure your pen is
not too dark, and these do have to be drilled
before nailing, but then that goes for any
plastic material.

I have tried many different materials on the
floor of aviaries and with great experience |
can happily say that you can’t beat sand, it
does not heat up like gravel and with teth-
ered birds, although it may wear feathers. at
least it does not chip them as pea gravel
does. It is easier to clean, more absorbent,
less wasteful, kinder on the birds feet and,
apart from tethered birds who may swallow
some occasionally on their food, it has less
drawbacks than any other material. I have
never had any problems with sand. In our
smaller aviaries, for the Merlins,
Sparrowhawks and such, we are in the
throws of concreting the floors and putting
sand on top, but this is not a good idea for a
flying aviary as you will always need the
availability of tethering a bird at some stage,
either for training or re-training.

As | said earlier. I have covered a great deal
about building aviaries in Training Birds of
Prey, but for those who are not liable to
want to buy it, I do recommend that if you

can, you keep trained birds loose, for a hap-
pier, healthier, fitter bird and also a better
impression for those who do not understand
falconry. And I also thoroughly recommend
a totally covered in roof. For those who
think it may make their bird less hardy and
waterproof for flying in the British weather
- just look at some of my birds and see what
you think keeping them well sheltered does
for them.

The only birds I would think twice about
keeping loose like this are eagles. They
may well need to be tethered during the
time they are being flown unless you are
very sure of your bird indeed. You should
have a decent aviary for them while they are
tethered which can double as a moulting
aviary where they can be kept loose for part
of the year. In my opinion, NO BIRD
should be kept tethered year in, year out,
without the chance of a rest, loose in a pen.
I do know of people keeping eagles with no
shelter at all, saying that as Golden Eagles,
for example, live in cold, rough countryside
they do not need proper quarters. This atti-
tude I strongly disagree with. All birds,
regardless of where they come from in the
wild, should be given the best shelter possi-
ble as, particularly with tethered birds, they
have not got the ability to move around and
keep warm. not to fly to the lea of a hill to
get out of the wind and rain. That attitude is
just an excuse for poor management.

A well built aviary may be more costly in
the short term, but it will last you a very
long time, not put your bird at risk through
storm or snow damage. will look attractive
and therefore be more acceptable to neigh-
bours and most importantly, keep your bird
safe, secure, snug and happy for a long life
Lo come.
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We have included a grid for
you to chart your birds
weight loss/gain, over a
period of up to 45 days, this
is a quick and easy way to
monitor it in respect to

bt o e T | response and easily referred
to next season.

As every Falconer knows, it is important to keep a record of your birds progress, charting the relevant details to help
you recognise any mistakes or realise when you are getting the best from your bird. As there is nothing specifically
available for falconers to do this we have designed and produce a diary/journal for just this purpose. Case bound in a
deep red, with pages laid out for recording things such as weight, food intake and quarry caught, and with brief out-
lines of the most commonly flown falconry birds. There are no dates so you can start keeping the book whenever you
are ready. using it for more than one bird if you wish. In this way you can compare your birds performance from one
year to the next, always having the information to hand. The diaries will be available from mid-September.(Allow
14 days for delivery)

To Order your diary send a cheque or postal order for £8.50 (p&p free) to:
THE FALCONERS MAGAZINE,
20 BRIDLE ROAD, BURTON LATIMER,
KETTERING. NORTHANTS NN15 5QFP.
FOR MORE INFORMATION PHONE: 0536 722794
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We met for the first
time, 15 minutes before take-
off, all 3 of us a little apprehen-
sive as to what would unfold
during the next two weeks.

It all started with a
telephone call from Lyn, editor
of this magazine, to ask if I
would like to go to Africa on a
Falconry Safari. After a long
thought, (approx 10 seconds) I
said ves and the wheels were
set in motion. Geoff Dalton and

Adrian Williams had similar

phone calls and joined me on
safari in Zimbabwe.

We were met at
Hurare airport by Adrian
Langley and Jeff Boddington,
two of the five who were host-
ing us on this new venture, a
three hour journey south took
us to DEVULI CAMP at
Eastdale, on a 100,000 acre
ranch owned by Lonrho. We
spent the first 6 days here and
met another two of the team.
Pierre Heymans and John
Grobler, Pierre’'s wife Babs
was head cook, although eight
months pregnant.

The days started al
Hbam. and we left the camp by
7am., driving through the high-
velt we saw a most unlikely
looking Africa. the countryside
was of rolling hills with large
patches of woodland and
clumps of Acacia, the dead
grasses were up to 6ft high in
places and concealed Impala,
Bushbuck, Ateenbuck, Kudu
and Warthog, amongst others.
The game for hawking here
was Coqui Francolin, about
Grey Partridge size. Shelleys
Francolin, a little larger, and

SAFARI

| @ B |

ZIMBABWLE

ANDREW KNOWLES-BROWN

Swainsons Francolin. the
largest at Red-Grouse size.
These were abundant in num-
bers and when flushed or
bumped, very rarely tlew more
than 100 yds before putting in
and could very easily be re-
flushed for a second phase
flight. Hawking generally fin-
ished before 10am. because of

the heat and the possibility of

thermalling by the birds. Back
at camp we had ‘brunch’ and
then went raptor spotting until
mid-afternoon, then we
returned to camp., showered
and took the birds for evening
flight at S5pm until dark at
approx 7pm. After dinner we
usually retired before 11pm to
be up by six the next morning.
We flew five
Peregrines, three falcons and
two tiercels, all Peregrinus
peregrinus minor the African
minor. They took it in turns to
fly morning and evening
flights, all did extremely well
and each day good flights and
kills were had. The raptor spot-
ting was quite spectacular with
Bataleur, Martial, Tawny and

Snake Eagles being seen
almost daily. along with
African Hawk and Black
Eagles, Lanner Falcons,

Goshawks, Sparrowhawks and
Peregrines, a lot of these were
seen at extremely close range
or at nest sites. On day 7 we
moved north to LIONS DEN, a
tented camp in the lowvelt,

a much more fertile area with
fields of harvested maize and

half grown wheat fields. Here,
in addition to the falcons, we
saw a Black Sparrowhawk
being flown by Andy Barnes
and an African Crowned Eagle
being flown by Andre
Groenwald, quarry for the fal-
cons was Swainsons Francolin
or Doves, although there were
probably another dozen species
which could be flown at,
including Grey
Crowned Plover and Hornbills.
The Black Sparrowhawk
would be flown at Francolin or
Guinea Fowl, while the
Crowned Eagle flew at Vervet
Monkeys. Orabie (a small
deer), Guinea Fowl or Scrub
Hare. The days were much the
same, starting at 6am, with
breakfast at 9am, a little earli-
er, as it was hotter here.
Evening flying was from 5.30
to 7pm. The food. I might add,
was extremely good consider-
ing our isolation from habita-
tion, with us eating Impala,
Kudu, Crocodile and Orabie, as
well as many native dishes and
local vegetables.

The final two days
were spent at Sanyati Lodge on
the south edge of Lake Kariba,
this is one of the top lodges in
Zimbabwe and was quite luxu-
rious, here we saw at least 40
African Fish Eagles, some sit-
ting on eyries, Augur
Buzzards. Black Eagles,
Ospreys, African Hawk Eagles
and many waterfowl, but the
main reason for going there
was to see big game. Here we

Touraco,

saw Hippo, Waterbuck and
Elephant. the Elephant we vis-
ited by boat and were able to
get within 25ft of a small group
of males, quite awe inspiring.
We. unfortunately. didn’t get to
see Lion, Leopard or Water
Buffalo, but they were in the
area and there was always a
chance they would appear.

So, after 15 exhilarat-
ing days, with experiences so
superb that my description of
them will have done them an
injustice, we left for home,
tired. but vowing to return o
visit our newly found friends,
with final quotes from
Adrian,"Africa was as we
L‘XITL‘L’{L‘(L 11[1L| o see \\"hilt Wi
saw, thanks to the expert
knowledge of the dedicated fal-
coners who were our hosts,
was a great privilege' and
Geoff, "You can’t beat seeing
native Hawks on their native
quarry”.

Thanks must go to
the safari team, and Babs and
Laura, Andre’s wife, for their
fabulous cooking, and to Lyn
& David Wilson of The
Falconers Magazine, for help-
ing to arrange this whole expe-
rience for us.

Anyone wishing to
know more about these safaris,
which could be available in
1995 should contact Andrew.
Geoff, Adrian or The Falconers
Magazine.

Next issue: Longwinging
in Africa with Peregrines.

(See overleaf for photo’s)
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The main lodge at Devuli Camp.L - R sitting: Geoff Dalton, Adrian Williams, Adrian Langley,
Pierre Heymans, Standing: Geoff Boddington, John Grobler, Andrew Knowles-Brown.

Pretending not to
be there! African
Fish Eagle sitting
tight on Lake
LEFT Kariba.

L . . ‘ !
ABOVE. The ‘weighing room’ at

LIONS DEN. that we got within 25ft. of, by

: T()m' of a group of five Elephant
Sanvati Lodge at Lake Kariba
RIGHT. A male KUDU under
an Acacia tree, a common
sight at Devuli |88
) ADRIAN praying to his GOD
for the safe return of NEVANA,
l and she caught something!!

BELOW. DEVULI CAMP. 5000ft.
above sea level in the African
Highvelt
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Andrew, Geoff & Adrian on a Kopje with a Gyvmnogene at
nest below Adrian, an African Hawk Eagle sitting on an
eyrie behind Geoff and a martial Eagle Eyrie behind the
camera with a chick in it SPECTACULAR!!

“1 just want to cuddle Daddv” ‘LUNDI" the 4 vear old African
Crowned Eagle flown at Scrub Hare, Vervet Monkevs and Orabie

o U g - Mg

. 1 The motley crew around the campfire at LIONS DEN after a hard days
m—— = ; - - hawking. From L - R: Andre Groenwald, Adrian Williams, Geoff Dalton,

Geoff checking a Secretary birds nest in an Acacia tree Andrew Knowles-Brown, Andy Barnes, Geoff Boddington, & Adrian

- ’ Langley
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Dear David & Lyn,

I am shocked to read in the last
Falconers Magazine about the Yorkshire
Dales Falconry Centre receiving a £10.000
prize for Enterprising Young Businesses
from Yorkshire Television. I would like to
take this opportunity to let everybody know,
and express my anger about, what I saw go
on at the centre,

It was Sunday the 8th May when my wife
and myself decided to have a run out to the
Yorkshire Dales Bird of Prey Centre, we
arrived just before the 3pm flying display.
The display started off with a young, so
called professional, falconer flying a Male
Kestrel, which seemed to have only half a
tail. The bird was flown from the perch in the
flying area and called to the fist, the Kestrel
was then cast off into a tree, at which point
the falconer joked about it not coming back
down, he even jokingly bet a member of the
public that he wouldn’t get the bird back,
however I know this was done to humour the
public.

I couldn’t believe what I was about to wit-
ness next, another, so called professional, fal-
coner started flying a male Lanner falcon to
the swung lure while the male Kestrel was
still perched in the tree, fortunately the
Lanner Falcon did not attack the Kestrel, the
Kestrel stayed perched in the tree and the
Lanner Falcon returned safely. However,
what happened next was even worse, the first
falconer returned with a Harris Hawk, he cast

the bird off into the same tree where the
Kestrel was perched. the Harris Hawk flew
back and forth from the tree to the fist several
times until the falconer threw a chick leg
onto the ground, when down came the
Kestrel, followed by the Harris Hawk, the
Harris Hawk then attacked the Kestrel, the
falconer tried to separate the two birds while
the Kestrel was screaming for its’ life. The
falconer tried telling the public that the
Harris Hawk couldn’t hurt the Kestrel
because the tendons in its’ legs were torn, |
just wonder how the Harris Hawk managed
to perch in a tree whilst not being able to use
its feet. I couldn’t watch any more, I offered
assistance to the falconer because there was
nobody else in the vicinity who could have
helped. I understand he would not have
known I was a falconer and would have been
able to help him.

As 1 left, after spending only ten minutes at
the centre, I asked the lady on the desk if
there was anybody who I could speak to
about what had just happened, our conversa-
tion went as follows:- I told her what had just
happened and as a falconer and paying mem-
ber of the public, how upset I was, she
replied by saying, she had every confidence
in the two falconers as professionals, I ques-
tioned their capability as falconers and she
asked me if T was a professional falconer
myself or just a weekend falconer. (I don’t
think this really matters, I fly hunting hawks
every day of the week, from Peregrines to
Bald Eagles) the lady asked if I flew a

Goshawk, I took this to mean that only pro-
fessional falconers fly Goshawks.
The point T am trying to make is that
Falconry in general gets enough bad press
without, in my opinion, some idiots making
it worse.
I only wish that centres and displays like
this could be made answerable to some offi-
cial organisation.
Yours deeply concerned,
Philip & Tracey Gibbons.

Dear David & Lyn,

In response to the above letter,
may I first of all express my sorrow that
Philip Gibbons felt he needed to write an
anoriymous letter to the centre, not giving
me the chance to sort this out.

The Centre has extremely high standards of
animal management and is responsible for
setting new standards in the U.K. Our
achievements and customer care are out-
standing. This is the first complaint the
Centre has received in the three years since
opening, with over 180,000 visitors.
Regarding the complaint, the member of
staff came to us with very good references
from the Scottish Academy and when this
matter was brought to my attention, the
member of staff was instantly dismissed.
Your sincerely Chris O'Donnell
Yorkshire Dales Falconry Centre

Dear David & Lyn

On March 14th this year I started my new job as falconer at
Chris O'Donnells Yorkshire Dales Bird of Prey Centre. | was very
excited as there were many different types of birds I had never han-
dled before. As the weeks went past I started to worry about different
practices that went on there and on more than one occasion my blood
would boil at something I noticed that could cause harm to the birds
that I was becoming very fond of.
The incident that is referred to in Philip Gibbons letter was that of
out male Kestrel, Sinbad, being grabbed by the female Harris Hawk,
Hannah.
On this particular day I was welcoming everyone to the centre.
Sinbad began the flying display. He was not on my usual flying team
but. as Chris O’'Donnell was away in Romania it was my job to fly
him. Just before he was due to finish he flew into a nearby tree.
Despite attempts to get him down, there he remained. Our second fal-
coner came into the arena with a Lanner falcon. I stopped showing
the Kestrel the food and left to pick up the Harris Hawk. 1 feel [
should mention at this point that the line up of the birds was decided
before the display.
The Kestrel hadn’t moved. The show had to go on. As I made my
way into the arena I cast off the hawk which went into the same tree
as the Kestrel. Whilst I was talking to the crowd the hawk began to
fly away from the arena, not wishing to lose contact with another I
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inadvertently threw a piece of meat onto the ground to entice her
back. This is when my nightmare began. Down came the Kestrel, fol-
lowed by the Harris Hawk. the hawk grabbed the falcon. The Harris
had bad tendon damage but I was still unable to unlock her grip. 1
looked around for help but there were no staff to be seen. One caring
man did offer to help me but I declined his offer, unaware that he too
was a falconer. When assistance from centre staff did arrive the hawk
let go and, very fortunately, no damage had been sustained by the
Kestrel. I was able to show the public that he was fine although shak-
en.
I realise that I should not have thrown the food on the ground. One of
my objections is that, had it been up to me two birds would not have
been flying at the same time, as had been frequent practice in the
past.
I chose to leave this centre, having been offered a job at a more pro-
fessional establishment, where care of the birds is the first priority.
Chris O'Donnells claims that 1 was sacked are fabricated nonsense.
In any apprenticeship the standards that are taught are the one that
are with you for life, As an ex- student of Heriot-Watt University, I
felt that I was more than capable of assessing the quality of working
standards, or the sad lack of them, and that was my reason for mov-
ing.
Yours Sincerely
Craig Mathewson
Fife




DEREGISTRATION OF CERTAIN CAPTIVE BIRDS OF PREY

Dear Editor

On 25 April 1994, following widespread consultation, Ministers
announced certain changes in to the bird registration scheme. These changes
included the deregistration of Britain’s three most common birds of prey:
the Kestrel: Sparrowhawk: and, Common Buzzard.

Following a report contained in recent publication, it has been
brought to the Department’s attention that the effect of these changes may
have been mis-interpreted by certain individuals, groups or organisations.
This letter is to try and clarify the position.

From the end of 23 May 1994, the requirements for the registration and
ringing of captive Kestrels, Sparrowhawks and Common Buzzards ceased.
However, under section | of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, it
remains illegal to kill. injure of take individuals of these species from the
wild. The penalty for conviction of such an offence is a fine of up to £1,000
and forfeiture of the bird in question. The Department has no plans to
licence the taking from the wild of any of these species no longer subject to
registration.

Keepers of these species, and all native birds, are reminded that the onus is
on the individual keeper to show that any bird in their care is legally held.
The Department recommends that keepers continue to fit close rings and
keep detailed written records of captive breeding, or the origin of each bird
in their possession, The sale and display of birds of the deregistered species
will continue to be permitted under a specific exemption licence providing
that all the conditions are met. If you purchase a bird, it is advised that you
obtain a signed declaration from the breeder stating that it was captive-bred
( and including details of the parent birds). or otherwise legally obtained.
For further information, or copies of the specific exemption licenses, please
contact:-

Dep't of the Environment,

Bird Registration Section,

Room 8/09. Tollgate House. Houlton Street
Bristol BS2 9J

(Tel: 0272 878829

or Fax 0272 878393 )

PLAYING OUT THE BOREDOM

TIME TO LEARN

Dear Lyn & David.

Having read the item on feather
plucking and boredom in the latest issue of the
magazine, | thought I would write and mention
my own Harris Hawk, ‘Jack’.

I noticed during last years moult he
took great interest in a tennis ball we were play-
ing ‘catch’ with. I rolled it to him and he
pounced on it and proceeded to play with it. He
also has a well-weathered piece of driftwood,
which he flies around with in the aviary.

We always ensure he has his ball and
his wood during the moult as he really does
enjoy playing with them Perhaps this would
help alleviate boredom in the other bird.

Yours sincerely
Martin Perryman

£200 SURPRISE RESULT |

Dear Lyn,

In May this year you Kindly gave to Mr
John Welsby, of Poulton -le- Fylde, Lancs, my
telephone number when rang you asking if you
knew of any Raptor related charities. He had been
asked to help a local church celebrate its 900th
Anniversary at a medieval weekend event, on the
18th and 19th of June, by attending in Falconers
costume with his Redtailed Hawk. In return the
church suggested he collect donations for his nom-
inated charity. John subsequently contacted me
and suggested Raptor Rescue be the beneficiary.
This was quite an unusual occurrence for us, being
offered money! Our fund raising is nearly all car-
ried out by a small number of members, and is
done under a strict code of practice when live birds
are being displayed. This is to ensure that the wel-
fare of the birds takes priority.

John will not mind me saying that he is
a relatively inexperienced hawk keeper, but I was

Dear David & Lyn

I am involved in
Falconry on a 365 days a year
basis. and I am pleased to see
how popular the sport is
becoming. However, one cause
for concern is the number of
courses that have sprung up as
aresult.
Let’s be realistic about it, five
days tuition will teach just
about enough to keep the bird
in good health, two days
enough to cost out and realise
the commitment involved. one
day is just a pleasant day out,
there is no way you can learn
enough in two days to qualify
you for keeping a bird of prey.
It matters not one jot that you
have read every book under the

sun, because when you have a
bird on the fist, and things are
going wrong, no book will tap
you on the shoulder and “say
this is where your mistake is.”
Likewise, buying a bird to
teach you Falconry is just as
silly. guns don’t teach you
shoot, birds don’t teach you
falconry. So a good five day
course is the answer, if you
can't fine the time for five a
day course how are you going
to find the time to look after
your bird properly?

90% of Falconry is common
sense, but it is surprising how
much of that common sense
goes out the window on the
first day of a course, that leaves
you with four days to get to

grips with it, the secret of good
Falconry is a mixture of taming
and weight control, if you can
grasp this in a few hours, I take
my hat off to you, it takes a few
days to get the bird from fat to
flying, if you are not in at the
start of this procedure then you
are not learning the most
important part of Falconry.
Far from wanting to stop peo-
ple teaching, | think those of us
who do teach should get
together and standardise a
teaching procedure that will not
only benefit falconry but help
the newcomer, who, at the
moment, can only rely on so
much conflicting advice.

Yours sincerely

Biff Norman

impresses by his realistic self-appraisal and I
motives. I was pleased to give him the go-ahead

REDCROSS

and at that stage I think we both expected the char-
ity to benefit to the tune of about £30. T was
extremely pleased, and I know John was thrilled,
when he rang me on the evening of the 19th of
June to say he had raised over £200. This was a
tremendous result, and we are very grateful to all
who contributed

May I express our thanks to John and to
The Falconers & Raptor Conservation Magazine,
which, quite apart from this specific event, has
been a true friend and assistant to Raptor Rescue
since our regular column first appeared over three
years ago.

Yours sincerely
Mick Robins L.R.K./Chairman,

Dear David & Lyn,

[ would like to know if anyone has

managed to breed Redtail Hawks with a
Common Buzzard and had the chick reared
by both parents. Last year my female Redtail
and my male Common Buzzard reared one
chick out of a clutch of three eggs. The chick
has the build of a Common Buzzard and the
speed and aggression of the Redtail. This
year they are sitting four eggs but I have not
heard of anyone else having luck breeding
these before, I would be interested to hear
from any one who has.

Yours sincerely

Mr W H Butler
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RAISING STANDARDS

Dear David & Lyn

Firstly. thanks for a great
magazine, full of information, vari-
ety and humour.
Sadly I wish to bring up the Cook
Report debate (yet again). If read-
ers were (o cast their minds back to
the mid eighties they may recall the
massacre at Hungerford. A solution
had to be found to control and regu-
late the sport of shooting in all its’
forms. The various shooting organ-
isations had differing views on
what should be done against each
other to protect their own discipline
of shooting. The result of this
debate was that the government
made the decision for them.
Legitimate shooters were persecut-
ed and specific weapons were
banned and the sport declined in
numbers. Today we have armed
police on the street, Mr Cook mak-
ing programmes about the weapons
available to criminals (he seems to
get everywhere).
So what of me? Bird of Prey + man
= Falconer. Wrong! Delete fal-
coner, insert thief, persecutor of

wildlife. enemy of nature, scum,
but not falconer.

But the system is wide open. Itis a
free for all. With no experience or
knowledge you can buy a hawk,
inform the DOE. or not as the case
may be, and go bunny stalking. In
the eyes of yourself and your
friends you are a falconer.

Let’s look at Germany in contrast.
Firstly you register for the next
hunting permit course which will
last, on average, 6 months and cost
approx. £700-£800. After you have
passed the practical and theory
exam you have your hunting per-
mit. To own and hunt with a hawk
you must complete a further course
of 5 weekends, culminating in a
practical and theory exam. Cost
approx £150. The permits are inter-
nationally recognised. Should you
only do the falconers course then
you will be allowed to own. but not
hunt with, a hawk. Should you only
have the hunting permit then you
cannot use a hawk.

Should you break the law and hold
unregistered hawks that can be

proven to be stolen from the wild or
another falconer then, you stand to
lose everything. Your permits,
hawks, equipment, guns, nets and
ferrets can be removed. Then
comes heavy fines and the possibil-
ity of jail. Even if you should be
able to retake your courses after
five years of probation. your repu-
tation has gone, no invitations to
field meets etc., no favours and
constant observation by the authori-
ties. You will also lose your pride
and all the time and money you
have invested. Is it all really worth
it?

In our country we have not really
got much to lose, with the excep-
tion of a fine, hawks and reputation,
but what does a criminal consider
of his reputation, not a lot. With all
the courses available, as advertised
in the magazine. why can’t we have
a standard course which would be
acceptable to the DoE and us? It
would not have to be as intense or
as time consuming as the German
system but at the end of the day the
benefits would be threefold: Firstly,
and most important, the hawks and
falcons would be rewarded by hav-

ing a keeper with the correct
knowledge to keep their hawk.
Secondly. the falconer would
belong to an “order” of falconers
and would know how to look after

his or her charges to a minimum
standard. Lastly, the DoE would
know that the hawks and falcons
were being maintained and cared
for by people who know what they
are doing, know the law and the
penalties of breaking that law.
For genuine falconers who pride
themselves on their knowledge.
experience and standing, along with
compliance with the law, there can
be nothing worse than being tarred
with the same brush that painted the
thief a falconer. We should not
leave ourselves open to “Joe
Public’, the media and the politi-
cians to control our sport for us.
Ask any ‘shooter’ how he felt in the
mid eighties and if he is honest he
will tell you he didn’t do enough
for what he believed in.
Finally, did anyone see a Goshawk
al the Falconers Fair this year? |
didn’t.

Yours sincerely

Cliff Maffia

TWELVE FOOT DEATH TRAP?

INSPIRED BY BLACK JESS I

In June this year a letter was published in
Cage and Aviary Birds written by Graham
Wellstead advocating the use of a twelve
foot leash for an Eagle Owl to use it as a
deterrent for cats in your garden. This is a
ridiculous thing to do. There are many rea-
sons why you should not even consider
doing this: Firstly, the strain put on any
birds legs when it is brought to a dead halt
after having up to 24 feet in which to gain
speed is tremendous and could cause
untold damage, secondly, he does not
advise that there should be no obstructions
on which the bird could get caught and so
maybe hang, helplessly, upside down for
an undetermined length of time, thirdly, if
you do remove all obstacles the bird will
have absolutely no shade and current tem-
peratures have been very high and are a
danger in themselves. There are other
things to be considered also, what if an
unsuspecting child wanders in to you gar-
den and is attacked? We, and I am sure
many others, have written to both Cage &
Aviary and Graham Wellstead, but as yet
there has been no retraction or apology.
We would be pleased to hear something
from either of them in the near future.

The Editors

David & Lyn,.

As a postscript to Andrew Miller-
Mundys notes on Black Jess (Summer "94), her
owner Kim Muir was one of the “Corinthians™
of his time and there is still an amateur steeple-
chase at the Cheltenham National Hunt
Festival. I believe that he was shot down over
France flying a Spitfire.
The painting was also the basis for the British
Falconers Club Badge, as a comparison
between them will show (p.6 &p.23
Summer’94).

Yours Guy Wallace

THE BLIND
LEADING
THE BLIND

We have two letters in this issue asking for
tighter controls on falconry in the form of
either regulated courses and/or tests. We
speak to a lot of people and find that a great
many are in favour of something like this.
Our sport is being invaded by people who
want only to make money from it and seem 1o
have no love or respect for the birds.
Beginners are being taught and advised by
such people and are ending up with no money.
and a badly trained bird. We try hard to
advise people of the right way to go about get-
ting into falconry and to make them under-
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stand that just because a person has a bird this
does not automatically make them an expert,
nor is every course a good one. The most
expensive course you can find does not neces-
sarily give you a higher standard of tuition.
People who give courses should be, [ believe,
mainly guided by their love of falconry and
their consciences. Without these two things
there is only one more guiding factor involved
and that is money. 1 have heard of people
who after a one day course think they are
equipped with enough knowledge to fly a bird.
people who after reading a book on the subject
also think they are qualified. | have even heard
of people who, after taking a course, then set
up a couple of months later as professionals
and give courses themselves. What happens to
the birds who are kept by people who have
been trained by these people? We would like
to hear your views on this subject and maybe
we can encourage clubs to do more for begin-
ners and ask. as a united body. for course
givers to comply with a minimum standard of
tuition. We have to do something about the
way our sport is going and to ensure our
future generations of falconers are, just that:
Falconers. Lyn Wilson

WRITE TO: THE FALCONERS
MAGAZINE 20 BRIDLE ROAD
BURTON LATIMER KETTERING
NORTHANTS NNI5 5QP



LIMITED EDITION

“RONALD STEVENS - FALCONER”

Pen & Ink by

LIAM O BROIN - A Manual for Hawking

OLD ABBEY BOOKS & PRINTS

ARE PLEASED TO OFFER THIS
FACSIMILE PRINT, FAITHFUL IN EVERY
DETAIL TO THE ORIGINAL, SUPERB

PEN & INK DRAWING, WHICH WAS

USED FOR THE DUSTJACKET OF

THE PILOT PUBLISHING 1987 REPRINT
OF RONALD STEVENS® ACKNOWLEDGED
CLASSIC-OBSERVATIONS ON MODERN
FALCONRY - Now a collectors item.

LIMITED TO 100 COPIES ON
250gm’LAID IVORY RAG PAPER, EACH PRINT
SIGNED AND NUMBERED BY THE ARTIST.

Paper size (17" x 11ss")

Telephone orders for credit card customers

UK dial 010 353 41 24133

us 100 353 41 24133

Europe/other countries intl. code + 353 41 24133 (24 hr answering service)
$175 PLUS $5 POST & PACKING  payment by credit card. Personal cheque. Bank draft.

OLD ABBEY BOOKS & PRINTS. SLANE. CO.MEATH. IRELAND

Image size (131" x 934")

PRICE PER PRINT £120 PLUS £5 POST & PACKING

All orders delivered registered Air Mail

BRITISH FALCONERS CLUB
Founded in 1927

We offer free help and advice to anyone who wants to take
up the sport of falconry.

We strongly recommend that nobody should acquire a hawk
without first learning how to handle, feed it, and generally
see to its welfare.

We are the largest and oldest hawking club in the country.
We work closely with the British Field Sports Society(BFSS),
The Federation of Field Sports Associations of EEC(FACE)
and other organisations to see that legislation in EEC or
Britain does not endanger falconry.

For free leaflets please send an A4 S.A_E. with 53p stamp to:
THE BRITISH FALCONERS CLUB

HOME FARM FM, HINTS, Nr TAMWORTH,
STAFFORDSHIRE B78 3DW

FFalcomey
sarmoeEAT yrnituee

THE FIRST NAME IN PRACTICAL, TOP QUALITY,
ORIGINAL FALCONRY EQUIPMENT

Over 25 years unrivalled experience supplying superior
equipment to a wide range of falconers, including many of
the worlds leading exponents.

Only top quality materials used in manufacture.

Our unique working knowledge of most birds currently
used in falconry us to produce a range of equipment unsur-
passed for fit, quality and practical use.

Most items are available ex-stock, or can be made to
customers requirements

BOOKS, VIDEOS AND PRINTS & LONG
RANGE TELEMETRY
We stock one of the largest ange of books currently in print, as well
as several out-of-print titles, plus a comprehensive range of videos.
We also supply a few fine art prints from world-famous artists.
Free Pewter Badge with orders over £25
COLOUR CATALOGUES
Send S.ALE. for Furniture & Book lists to:
Martin Jones, The Lodge, Huntley Manor,
Huntley, Glos. GL19 3HG

FULL ACCES/VISA FACILITIES AVAILABLE
FAST MAIL ORDER SERVICE

Customers welcome to visit us weekdays (or weekends by arrangement)
ADVICE: we offer free advice on all falconry gnd raptor keepi
matters (pn’:asc ;ﬁmne d;tllnngcnonnall wo&lll?'g%oursql'opuss?g[]cn)g
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PRONE
SPARROWHAWK

The sparrowhawk is by nature a bird
that usually keeps a low profile, and
the only time one is noticed is when
the hawk is in pursuit of its prey.
Unlike the Kestrel, that maintains, (to
us on the ground) a high profile, the
Sparrowhawk sits and watches where
its cryptic plumage, against the back-
ground of trees and branches, makes it
most difficult to spot. Sparrowhawks
are, | feel. much more common than
that which is generally supposed, and
probably outnumber the Kestrel. My
supposition is based on two factors.
Firstly, a gentle man on the radio was
engaged in a Sparrowhawk survey in
Staffordshire in the course of which he
was monitoring no less than seventy
nests over a linear distance of about 40
kilometres. In many cases each nest
was nor more than half a kilometre
from the previous. The second reason
is that whilst Kestrels may appear at
any time of the year, it is from the
beginning of July and for the next two
months we receive quite a few injured
Sparrowhawks. So much so that in the
light of experience I tend to think of
July and August and *Sparrowhawk
months’.

t does seem that young Sparrowhawks
have a lot to learn and their enthusiasm
in their quest for prey leads them into
all sorts of problems. I their natural
environment there are many pitfalls,
such as crashing into the interior of a
dense bush with the possibility of
injuring a wing or breaking one of
their delicate legs. The prospect of
man made hazards lead to many young
Sparrowhawk casualties: striking a

By
Ray Turner LRK
SOMERSET

thin telephone cable when in rapid
flight, careering full tilt into a mesh
fence, or hitting a large expanse of
glass such such as a window or patio
door. Injuries resulting from the latter
may lead to a broken neck and death is
instantaneous. More often the hawk is
rendered unconscious, though recovery
from this is quite rapid. The hawk
being left in a darkened cardboard box,
so that when the lid is later removed
the hawk will immediately fly away.
Much more frequent is that either the
radius or ulna in a wing is fractured so
that expert medical attention is
required of a veterinary surgeon.
Provided that the fracture is not too
serious, then the hawk is taken into
care until the time comes when the
fracture has healed and release can be
effected. It is the nature of
Sparrowhawks that they will probably
refuse any food that is offered and
would in the course of time just starve
themselves to death. In this case the
hawk has to be handled for force feed-
ing. The latter is a problem in that with
a wing injury the less that the hawk is
handled the better.

It is important to note that on occasion
the injury can be so serious that whilst
the fracture would mend, the outcome
is that the bird will never again be able
to fly free. In this event the most kind
thing to do is to euthanase the bird.
‘Raptor Rescue’ advocates the policy
of euthanasia of all species of hawk

where full recovery to a normal life is
not possible. There may be mitigating
circumstances where the species may
be rare or severely endangered, and
that a partial recovery from injury may
enable the bird to be kept for breeding
purposes.

The most difficult decision is that of a
Sparrowhawk which had made a good
recovery and yet is unable to fly strong
enough to be released. One looks at
this otherwise vibrant bird with the
pale unflinching stare, and the rather
sad sickening feeling that this is yet
another candidate for euthanasia. From
a personal point of view it is a heart
rending experience that 1 loathe.
However, all I know is that
Sparrowhawks are quite long lived in
captivity, and that retaining all the
casualties would lead to a large aviary
full of these injured birds. We of
‘Raptor Rescue’ experience the great
satisfaction when a fit bird is safely
released back to the wild. Equally,
because we care, it is a saddening
experience to carry out the practice of
euthanasia.

I am aware that the attentions of a
Sparrowhawk may be the bane of
those that keep a well stocked bird
table in the winter, where a bird is
picked up and carried off by a
‘marauding murderer”. Be that as it
may, I still admire the Sparrowhawk
and understand that Sparrowhawks in
general carry of the sick, unwary or
aged bird, and in so doing, ensure that
the resident bird population is kept fit
and healthy to rear a fit and healthy
brood.

AN ORGANISATION DEDICATED TO ENSURING THAT ALL INJURED AND
SICK BIRDS OF PREY ARE CARED FOR BY SUITABLY QUALIFIED PERSONS
AND, WHENEVER POSSIBLE, RELEASED BACK INTO THE WILD.

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE WRITE TO:
MICK ROBINS 122 WARE RD HERTFORD HERTS. SG13 7HR
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CHATS FROM THE WEATHERING GROUNDS

E.K. axo tHE TAWNY EAGLE - REG SMITH

The Vet is probably the most
important outside member of the
staff here at The Hawk
Conservancy. Dennis, our Vet’
has been coming here for about
thirty years. He comes regularly
about twice a week to check on
the health of the stock and is a
personal friend of all of us.
Dennis dispenses wisdom and
understanding as well as veteri-
nary medicine and knowledge.
not only to us, but to lots of farm-
ing families in the district.

I have lots of things in common
with Dennis, - an appreciation of,
old books, our beautiful Wessex
countryside., the stunning beauty
of the wife of our local Member
of Parliament, and we both hold
long conversations with dogs.
However, I digress. In the early
days here at the Conservancy, |
avoided Dennis’s senior partner,
E.K. as much as possible due to
the fact I always owed him lots of
money, and my eye-sight was
sharper than his.

E.K. and I started in business at
about the same time and he
worked like two men and a dog
for years, as well as putling up
with idiots like me. However,
when we gave up farming and
started The Hawk Conservancy,
E.K. was very apprehensive and
not very encouraging.

go”, said E.K., looking apprehensive-
ly at the enormous talons and glaring
eyes of a very big, bad tempered
Tawny eagle.

In the 1950°s the method used to
anaesthetise was chloroform, cotton
wool and a large jam-jar. One poured
the liquid chloroform onto a pad of
cotton-wool, then placed the pad. plus
chloroform into the jam-jar. One held
the bird on it’s back on the operating
theatre table, with the head by your
chest, inserting the head of your
patient/victim in and out of the jar
until one achieved unconsciousness.
One could always tell by the expres-
sion in the bird’s eye the state of play,
so to speak.

The operation itself involved cutting
open the leg and inserting a thin but
strong metal rod, which joined the
two broken parts together. “Are we
ready to go?” said E.K. glancing al
the bird’s talons. “You won’t let go of
the feet Reg, will you?” “Of course
not”, I replied. The operation started
well, E.K. made the incision, formed
the rod into the correct size and start-
ed to insert it. All was going well my
end. Suddenly I noticed that the Eagle
was looking straight at me with some
interest. “l think we need more chlo-
roform this end”, I said. The young
lady assistant leant over my shoulder
and poured some chloroform onto the
cotton-wool. she was very nervous
and a considerable amount splashed

onto the front of my jumper. All
still went well - a few moments
later the room started to rock,
my head hit the operating table
and I let go of the Eagles legs as
I gently drifted into uncon-
sciousness. | remember seeing
the Eagle’s one good talon
grasped firmly into E.K.’s stom-
ach muscles, as they both went
over onto the floor,

This was the first time I met
Dennis. He came into the
surgery just at that crucial time,
dragged me over to a window in
the corridor to the fresh air, then
went back to the surgery to res-
cue his boss, who was still
rolling on the ground. firmly
attached to the Tawny Eagle.
and together they finished what
proved to be a really excellent

job.

I was walking round the
grounds this morning and I
glanced up at Josephine, sitting
in her aviary with her teen-aged
husband and thought, “How
quickly the last thirty years have
gone.”

I did not see E.K. again for two
years. He was a magistrate and I
drove my car very, very careful-
ly after this. As a penance | pay
my veterinary bills before any-
one else and Dennis became The
Hawk Conservancy Vet.

Our first bad casu-
alty, I remember,
was a very large,
bad tempered
Tawny Eagle,
called Josephine,
who had broken
her leg. *I have
never had to deal
with anything like
this before”, said
E.K., when I took
the casualty into
the surgery. “You
know I "'m a farm
Vet. and an expert
on the diseases of
pigs”, - “Can’t you
pretend you are
treating a turkey?”
[ asked. “I'll have a

WIS Yowmn Bl
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Falconry Park

Long Sutton Lincolnshire
OPEN March 13th - Oct 31st DAILY 10am to 6pm
Hundreds of free flying exotic BUTTERFLIES inside
on of Britain's largest walkthrough tropical houses

Falcons, Hawks and Owls at our
Falconry Centre.

- Live displays at 12 noon and 3 pm every day in

the attractive settings of the park.

GIFT SHOP - COUNTRY FAYRE SHOP - TEA ROOM
15 ACRES of Fun Outdoors - Farm animal centre
Large adventure playground - Nature trail - Pets corner

Wildflower meadows - Picnic area.
FOR LATEST INFORMATION - PRICES ETC TEL: 0406 363833/363209
Party rates available from '
Butterfly & Falconry Park, Long Sutton, Lincolnshire PE12 9LE

JUST FOLLOW THE SIGNS OFF A17
LONG SUTTON BYPASS

EAGERLY SHE STOOPS THIS RUNNING PREY

 LOOSEN HARE IN LONG GRASS HID.

HeR CROP TO FILL THIS HUNGRY DAY
TURNING QUARRY LEFT AND RIGHT
STRAIGHTENS THEN HER THRILUNG FUGHT
CLOSING CHASE WITH EVERY BREATH
SHE DROPS HER CROOKED FEET OF DEATH
WITH WINGS SPREAD WIDE THE AIR TO FILL
BINDS FIRMLY ON AND MAKES HER KILL.

Clyde Valley Hawks

BIRD OF PREY CENTRE
&
SPORTING AGENCY
Bookings taken now for '94 Grouse & Black Game,
Partridge, Pheasant, Duck, Hill Hare & Rabbit
hawking by the day.
Full range of Falconry Furniture available at
discount prices.
Falconry courses and hunting trips throughout the
season.
All field sport activities catered for.
CLYDE VALLEY HAWKS
Clyde Valley Country Est. Crossford, Carluke, ML8 5NIJ
Tel: 0555 860 787

RAPTOR REGISTRATION
The Original, specialised, private
registration scheme for birds of prey
- ALSO -
FALCONRY FURNITURE & EQUIPMENT, BOOKS

VIDEOS, HAWK/OWL FOOD, TUITION
HAWKING DAYS

- CONTACT -
PETER MULHOLLAND
BECKSIDE COTTAGE MOORTOWN NR CAISTOR

LINCOLN LN7 6JA ENGLAND
TEL: 0652 678492 ANYTIME

THE HARE

Closer. louder is the falconers tread

And danger soaring o’er his head
With pounding heart in heaving breast
Abandon now this place of rest
Pastures safe must now be sought
To flee the wing and ne’er be caught
Running hard past startled sheep

toward the heathered hill so steep

CALLERS WELCOME - PLEASE PHONE FIRST
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Broad wings of death draw ever near
The peal of bells so loud, so clear
The race for life quickly ebbing away
Beneath the cold winter sky so grey
Kicking, struggling, the final fight

No more to see the morning light.
Both poems written by Colin Delafosse
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WARNING!
SMOKING CAN
DAMAGE YOUR
BIRDS HEALTH.

Recently, a seven week old bird 1 am
socially imprinting picked up, and swal-
lowed a filter tip from a cigarettes. 1
assumed it would come up with its casting
the next morning and [ wasn’t unduly wor-
ried. However within 20 minutes it brought
up the contents of its crop, complete with
the filter tip. Ten minutes after this it
closed its eyes and laid down. | immediate-
ly crop tubed the bird with 2 mls of water,
within minutes the bird seemed to perk up.

I inspected the contents of the crop and and
around the filter tip they smelled quite nor-
mal but around the bottom they smelled
strongly of tobacco. proving how quickly

the digestive system can draw in toxins,
especially in a small bird.

I quickly telephoned for some expert
advice, as my own vet was out for the day.
In fact all the specialist vets I called were
either on their day off or out on call.
However, within 15 minutes Greg
Simpson, then Neil Forbes, rang me back,
from my description nicotine poisoning
was diagnosed. First aid advice over the
phone was: 5 mls of water, crop tubed, (for
this size and age of bird) and to take it to a
vets surgery as quickly as possible for fur-
ther treatment. This was promptly done
and saline injections, followed by more
crop tubed water and liquid food were
given over a period of 12 hours. By the
next morning the bird appeared to be com-
pletely back to normal.

Several things can be learned by my expe-
rience, the first of which has to be DON'T
SMOKE!

If this is not possible I would suggest you

RAPTOR K=——==

keep cigarettes and ashtrays away from
your birds. An empty drink can makes a
good, inaccessible ashtray. Check your
lawn before putting your birds out to
weather and be especially careful if doing
outside static and flying displays.

If you suspect a bird has eaten a cigaretie
end take it to a good vet immediately.

This case appears to be quite rare. but
unless a thorough post mortem is carried
out on any bird which dies for no obvious
reason, who knows?

Grateful thanks must go to Greg Simpson
and Neil Forbes for their expert advice.
Also to Mrs Tilley, my local vet, for
administering the treatment and to
Maurice, for his assistance and fast driving
to the surgery, (just below the legal speed
limit all the way, of course). Incidentally,
the filter tip in question came from a short,
low tar cigarette, maybe, if it was from a
king size. full tar cigarette, the outcome
could have been worse!

A COSY RELATIONSHIP

“1 bet you thought you'd got away with it!"”

If you see this man out hawking
ask him for a cup of tea

FOUND.
A leather item was left on the magazine
stand at the Falconer Fair. If you ring and tell
us what it was we will let you have it back

mNat’o v a voue?
what’s in a name?

In the 1700°s a gentleman by the name of
Carl Linnaeus (1707 - 1778) pioneered a
system whereby an organism has two latin
names; a generic name beginning with a cap-
ital letter and a specific beginning with a
lower case letter. This system is called tax-
onomy.

We have put together a few of the meanings
behind the latin, or in some case greek
names that birds carry alongside their every
day ones:

The Common Buzzard is Buteo buteo
this word just means hawk.

The Rough- Legged Buzzard is Buteo lago-
pus  the greek word is Aayorovo and its lit-
eral translation is hares foot.

The word Rufinous in Buteo rufinous (Long-
legged Buzzard) means red.

The Tawny or Steppe Eagle, Aquila
rapax is a greedy eagle. The word Aguila
means Eagle. The Golden Eagle, Aquila
chrysaetos is literally a golden eagle. The
Imperial Eagle is Aquila heliaca and heliaca
relates to the sun (helios).

The word falcon is a Greek word ¢paikov
spelt falkon.

The Merlin is a lalco columbarius this
word is connected with Doves. The Kestrel,
f. innunculus is the shrill sounding falcon.
and the word Peregrine means wanderer.

The word Accipiter means hawk and the
word gentilis which is a Goshawk means
pagan or heathen hawk (quite apt). For the
Sparrowhawk the word nisus means
extreme, and the word Raptor means to
snatch or grab.

Allbirds of prey ondisplay with
| flying demonstrations, including
Falcons, Hawks, Eagles and
Owls.
A wide range of Falconry
Furniture is available.
Falconry courses are available.
| THECENTREIS OPEN A
to visitors from 9.30amto 5.00pm, ¢ ),
6 daysa week (Closed Mondays
except Bank Holidays)
Lastadmissions4.30pm.

’(he SUSSe‘\,

HAWKSWOOP LIMITED
DAy OLD COCKERELS

FRESH OR FROZEN INDIVIDUALLY

PRICE FRESH £15.00 per 1000

| YOULLFINDUSAT , 0 CKSACRE

AQVATIC NERSERY

WOPHAMS LANE, BIRDHAM , CHICHESTER
TELEPHONE: (0243) 512472

COLLECTED
For further enquiries please freephone:

0800 833038

The Falconers & Raptor Conservation Magazine 37



CLASSIFIEDS
To advertise please ring Lyn on 0536 722794

FRED & PAM TAMS
Suppliers of Fresh or Individual
Frozen Chicks, Rats, Mice,
Rabbits, Guinea Pigs, Rat
Pups, Mice Pinkies & Quail.
Phone: (0782) 550403
Barn Farm, Cheadle Rd,
Wetley Rocks, Stoke on Trent

THE PET SHOP
adj.to BASILDON ZOO
Day old chicks £4 per 100

Mice £4 per 25 Froz.

Rats from 30p each.

Vange, Basildon, Essex,
SS16 4QA Tel: 0268 553985

BIRD INSURANCE

(UK and Overseas)
For your FREE information pack
Call:

0981 240536 anytime
GOLDEN VALLEY
FINANCE & INSURANCE
Ewyas Harold, Herefordshire HR2 OES

MARTIN JONES
FALCONRY FURNITURE
@ THE NATIONAL
BIRDS OF PREY CENTRE

We shall be attending the
National Birds of Prey Centre
on the 3rd Sunday of each
month, with a full range of
furniture etc.

Come and see us and visit one
of the worlds finest raptor
collections at the same time

(Usual rates apply )

YETERINARY.

A.D. Malley, BA, MVB, MRCVS.

SOUTH BEECH
VETERINARY SURGERY
40 Southend Road, Wickford, Essex.,
SSi1 8pU

Special interest in
Avian Medicine
Services include Surgical
Sexing and Microchip
Identification

Tel: 0268 560660
Fax: 0268 562083

DISPOSAL SALE
English Pointer:
Puppies, Sucklings &
Trained Dogs to go.
Guy Wallace:
0874 754311

It is an offence to sell or offer to buy or sell most birds (& animals, dead or alive) without a licence
or exception from the Department of the Environment, or (for dead birds only) registration under
section 6 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981, All advertisements should be accompanied by a
declaration aform, obtainable, with an explanatory note, from the Advertising Manager.

SITUATIONS

WANTED
Falconers to work in Spain
from Jan® 95.

For more information please write (o:
Control De Aves Y Medio Ambiente

Amdaro Saez Castrillo
Biologa Colegiado 48141M
28816 Carmarma

MADRID SPAIN

NEIL FORBES
RCVS CONSULTANT
Wildlife & Zoo medicine (avian)
and Greg Simpson
CLOCK HOUSE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL
STROUD GLOS
TEL: 0453 752555
Full specialist facilities

Guy Wallace has a limited
number of vacancies for
pointing breeds of gundog
to be trained for next sea-
son hawking. We also train
spaniels & retrievers.

0874 754311

_FALCONRY

Stunning, Black &
Tick G.S.P. Dog

22 months old. Excellent
worker. Ready now for
Gamehawking etc.
Tel: 0946 529339

RAY PRIOR
FALCONRY EQUIPMENT
A full range of top quality Falconry
equipment at affordable prices.
Send S.A.E. for 94/95 price list.

4 Hackney Bottom,
Hampstead Norreys,
Newbury, Berks

RG16 OTU Tel: 0635 200545

available

,UUH

BOOKINGS
NOW TAKEN FOR
FALCONRY COURSES
AT HAWKSPORT
Due to demand our Summer
programme is now fully
booked but we are still able
to offer places on our
Autumn and Winter courses.
For more information please
write to: Hawksport, Rose
Cottage, Burybar Lane,
Newent. Glos.

Or ring: 0531 821753

“ENGLISH” POINTER
PUPPIES

K.C.Reg. Best Working
Bloodlines (Embercombe,
Fawley etc.) Lemon/White,
Black/White. b 13 June '94.
Guy Wallace 0874 754311

K.J.FALCONRY
BLocKks., Bows

Tor QUALITY
TEL/FAx 0384 256313
S.A.E.FOR PRICE LIST.
208 ASHENHURST RD.
DupDLEY
W. Mips DY 1 2HZ

HALLS BOOKS

OUT OF PRINT FALCONRY
BOOKS BOUGHT & SOLD
OCCASIONAL PRINTS
PLEASE TEL: BARRY ON
0474 874130

D.of.E. Registered Taxidermist
requires all legitimate Birds of
Prey
Best prices paid.
tel:0263 822481/0860 219157
Fax: 0263 821587
For Further Details

b
%
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THE OWL CENTRE )

ONE OF THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE
COLLECTIONS OF OWLS IN THE WORLD

Where Mépféﬁz Conservation and Capfive
Ermﬁ?;y comne fogwféw' i wonderpid Lakeland :5'awwry

A complete day out for all the family with Historic Castle, Children's Playground,
Restaurant, Nature Trail. Wildflower Meadow, Wildfowl Pond. Gift Shop, Owl
Shop, Garden Centre, Facilities for the disabled.
‘MEET THE BIRDS’ daily on the Castle lawn - 2.30p.m.
*WORLD OF OWLS? exhibition and CCTV on some nests in breeding season.
‘OWL KEEPING & CONSERVATION’- | &3 day courses available for all ages.
Owl Centre and Grounds open every day of the year 1la.m. - Sp.m.

SAE for further details from The Owl Centre, Muncaster Castle, Ravenglas,
Cumbria. CA18 1RQ. Tel: 0229 717393

I hour fromM6 J36.

BOARDING

Don’t forget
when you go away
RAPTORS REST
is here to stay.
Phone Terry or Carol on:
0263 515849
for rates & details

UN CETRERO PROFESSIONAL
(AMAESTRAMIENTO EXHIBICION Y CETRERIA.)
CRIAMOS HALCONES PEREGRINOS ESCOCESES.

ABASTECEMOS: SACRE-LANNARIO-HARRIS,
CERNICALO, ROIO RABO RATONERO,
FERRUGINO, AQUILAS, BUHOS.
ENTRENADOR EN EL MUNDO ENTERO.
FAX/TELEPHONO: (0406 371495 PARA LISTA.

PHILIP GOWDY:

)
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I'HE SCOTTISH ACADEMY (1

FALCONRY

Falconry

Exciting All
Absorbing Holiday
With A Difference

& RELATED STUDIES

Scotlands renowned
centre offers holidays
in which you will be
flying falcons and
hawks, in scenic and beautiful Border
countryside

From Novice to Advanced courses including
falconry from horseback.

Fully residential status. We can cater for all
age groups.

Send now for full colour brochure or telephone
L. & D.M. Durman - Walters,

The Scottish Academy of Falconry & Related
Studies, Hyndlee, Bonchester Bridge,
Hawick TD9 9TB

Telephone 0450 860666

The Owl's Nest Bookshop

Birdworld. Holt Pound Nr, Farnham Surrey
GUI0 4LD Tel 0420-22668

Over 1000 BIRD books stocked open 364 days a year
Bam Owl, The - Bunn D Warburion A No 10321 £16.00

Birds Of Prey - Ferguson-lees No 80261  £30.00

Birds Of Prey - Hammond N Pearson B No. 12777 £14.99

Birds Of Prey Of Europe, North Africa & Middl - Gensbol B No. 91768 £]4.99
Birds Of Prey Of The British Isles - Marun B No 97826 £16.99
Birds Of Prey Of The World, A Coloured Guide - Weick F & Brown L. No. 85183 £39.95
Birds Of Prey, African - Tarboton & Pickford No. 80648 £27.00
Birds Of Prey, Blue Ribbon Techmigues - Veasey W No. 00523 £3905
Birds Of Prey, Veteninary Aspects Of Captive - Cooper | No. 02044 £1750
Falconer, The Compleat - Beebe FF No. 92532 £39.95
Falconer, The Modern - Durman-Walters 1 No. 03683 £19.95
Falconry - Ford E No. 36679 £195
Faleonry - Parmry-jones J Na. 01055 £1699

Falconry Manual, A - Beebe F L1195
Falconry & Hawking - Glasier P L3500
Falconry & Pakistan, Observations On - Cox J L9 95
Faleonry, A Man Woodfond £12.50
Falconry, Art & Practice - Ford E £16.99
Falconry, Intraducing - '\[uhcll E £750
Fa'lt. onry, q’r:ruplu&. Practice - Upton R £1595
ity Peregrines - Saul F No. 9330x% £1005
I8 , Bsiology & vanservation Of Small - No. 18752 12250
Faleon, The Hunting - Haak B No. 92923 L1995
E light OF The Falcon - Tennesen M . £19.95
Hawk In The Hand - Glaster P N £14.95
Hawking Ground Quarry-Hollinshead M DEC 93 7 No. 93202 NEW £25.00 7
Hawks And Practical Falconry, Hmts On The - Harting | £15.00
Hawks In Flight - Dunne P £799
Hawks Owls & Wildlife - Craighead ] & © L11.95
Hunting Birds - Veasey W L1448
Kestrel - Village A L1800
E\uu 1 Seasons With The - Riddle G L1695
1999

L2000

£17.50

£795

£21.00

- Voous k No, 04937

s pe -
Owls Of The Ne n!nm Jlur‘m, phere
L4 (1]

owls OF The Waorld - Boyer T & Hume R No. 81399 L1895
Fal g J. No. 21053 £45.00

- No, 49730 L1695

Raptor Iimmed No. 71643 £31.00
Romancing The s No. 16609 £10.49
Sovereign Wings: North .-\r'u_ 1can Bald Eagle - Gner J No. 38321 £1295
Sparrowhawk - Newton | Mo 10410 L1950
Wildlite Radio Tagging - Kenward R No. 42406 £23.50

1000 BIRD TITLES IN STOCK. SEND FOR NEW FREE CATALOGUE

P+P per book upto £8 00 -80p, £8.00 and up 10%, max per book £2.50, max per order £3 95
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FALCONRY ORIGINALS’ WORLD FAMOUS
GENUINE BUCKSKIN GLOVES.

THE YARAK £40.50
THE YARAK (De-luxe) £59.50
THE CAMSTER £39.50
THE CAMSTER (De-luxe) £42.50
THE DIANA (Wrist length) £29.50

BY FAR THE BEST
HAWKING BAGS AVAILABLE
THE ISLAY - Lge, (De-luxe) £39.50
THE ISLAY - Sm, (De-luxe) £37.75

NEW COLOUR BROCHURE AVAILABLE
FALCONRY ORIGINALS
3 HORTON MILL COTTAGE,
HORTON NR RETFORD NOTTS. DN22 8DY
EXPRESS DELIVERY SERVICE TEL: 0623 836071
QUOTING YOUR CREDIT CARD DETAILS

INSURANCE

Club
Risks
Breeding
Farms

Birds Of
Prey

Falconry

Centres

DEATH

THEFT

NON RETURN
VETS FEES
LIABILITY

\_/
CLIVERTON LTD
Vale House, Stody, Melton Constable
Norfolk NR24 2EG
Telephone (0263) 860388




FEATURED
H :

Exclusive

A ;
hood made to
onr modified
.‘;m-r',‘f“:r:'.u.-
Qiving superior
L”Y fit, comfort
LANGLEY =
Hand-crafted from
the very finest quality
materials, this '

and appearance.

distinctive
range of
hoods is
now available
to all discerning falconers.

Apply today for our
brochure featuring hoods,
gloves, bags and other

hawking equipment.

LANGLEY MEWS

PLEYDELLS FARM, SUTTON ROAD,
LANGLEY, MAIDSTONE, KENT ME17 3ND
TEL: 0622 863297 FAX: 0622 861319

Ridge piece and
roof flashings
adaptable to
~_any angle

Lightweight

_‘ " & X Choice of
/ — il colours
Impregnated with
bitumen and colour ™
for long lasting life
9 9 Guaranteed

Cuts with a saw -
fixes with a hammer

waterproof for at
least 15 years

For roofing - it all points to Onduline.

Onduline is a tough, long lasting , attractive and
versatile roofing and wall cladding material.

Clever do-it-yourselfers around the world know it.
And use it. In vast quantities. On sheds, garages,
carports, cabins etc.

Available in 5 environmentally sensitive colours.
Contact us direct for leaflets and name of nearest
stockist.

Onduli ine_

Onduline Building Products Ltd.
Eardsley House

182 Campden Hill Road
Kensington

London W8 7AS

Tel: 0171 727 0533

NISSAN D21 4 DOOR, 4\’\1) 2 7 I)Il S[l I’I( K UPS

(Reclaimable if registered
£1 2 L] 495 + VAT on the road price)

% other 4 door Diesel Pick-Ups Available

"= TOYOTA 28 £14,995
SHOGUN 2.5TD £14,995

+ V.A.T.

ISUZU 28TD £14,995 }
(ON THE ROAD)

Including the new range
of Canopies & Bed Liners
from Brahma.

Exclusive range of Bull
Bars, Light Guards,
Sump Guards, Wheels &
Arches, tailored for every

type of 4X4. /

—BINDERS —

To hold your collection of the Falconers
and Raptor Conservation Magazine
(each binder holds 10 magazines)

Only £6.50 + £1.00 p&p UK
£6.50 + £2.50 p&p Europe Airmail
£6.50 + £3.50 p&p Overseas

Send cheque or postal order payable to:
The Falconers Magazine and send with your order
to 20 Bridle Road, Burton Latimer, Nr Kettering,
Northants NN15 5QP.

For further
information
telephone:
0536 722794.




