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Well , here we are again - birds are finishing their 
meu!t and it will soon be time for the flying season to 
start. First timers who have come into the sport must 
be excited about getting their firs t bird and all the trials 
and tribulations of training and then entering their bird 
on quarry. I hope that the new falconers have 
everything in place ready to receive their new charge. 

I am looking forward to getting another bird, a red tail, 
in August and am busy getting the second aviary up 
to scratch ready for its new resident. Fingers crossed! 

In this issue there is an unusual article for a falconry 
magazine concerning off-road vehicles written by 
motoring journalist, Maurice Hardy. Some of you may 
already know or have seen Maurice as he 
commentates on some of the flying demonstrations at 
the Hawk Conservancy. 

The time has come for the CLA Game Fair to arrive , 
this year at Harewood House, Yorkshire, and I hope 
that many of you will make the effort to come a long 
and enjoy the wide variety of country sports that will 
be on show. Please come and give support to the 
fa lconry section and the CFF and thanks must go to 
Mitsubishi for sponsoring the fa lconry section. Also 
come and say hello to us on The Falconers Magazine 
stand, we would like to see you. 

In this issue I was hoping to have a couple of articles 
from abroad, but alas, we can only publish one · an 
excellent piece on Golden Eagles in California , USA. 
The other arlicle I was hoping to get was concerning 
birds of prey in Uberia, but with a ll the troubles out 
there, the story was out of the question. I hope to get 
the article in a fu ture edition when things have settled 
down out there. 

In the meantime, have a good read. 
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Send all your news and 
product information to 
peter eldrett dlscall co uk news & products 

as New Video 
HUNTING WITH HARRIS HAWKS 
Presented by Bob Dalton 
This is an excellent video. It 's 
production qua/ity is, for the 
most part, good (unlike many 
other falconry videos I have 
watched). The commentary 
by Bob Dalton I found easy 
on the ear - his tone is 
quietfy authoritative but not 
in any way condescending or 
"preaching" to the listener. 
The video will appeal to both 
novice and experienced 
falconer alike. The basics are 
covered in sufficient detail to 
be informative to those 
thinking of taking up the 
sport, but also will be of interest to those who have been 
practising it for some time. 

For the experienced falconer, the video is full of useful tips and 
wonderful shots of Harris' Hawks in action. For anyone who has 
yet to experience "the thrill of the chase", the video will 
definitely "whet their appetite". I was particularly pleased to 
hear Bob's comment - "good falconry is not about killing its 
about having good fun, good sport and good chases" as I feel 
that this is the essence of modem day falconry but something 
which is all too often forgotten by so many "so called" falconers. 
It is something which, to Bob's credit, definitely comes across 
loud and dear in this video. As he says later in the video, 'Mer 
all, falconry is a sport so we need to be sporting in how we carry 
it out. So we owe it to the rabbit to despatch it as quickly and 
humanely as possible" . 

In this respect, he is a great advocate of our sport. This is a 
truly enjoyable video and would be a great addition to any 
falconer's collection. Highly recommended. 

25th Anniversary Raptor Rescue 
On August 31 st 2003 the Raptor Rescue celebrates 
its 25th Anniversary. a result. this National Charity 
for Birds of Prey is holding a day at Wrest Park, 
Silsoe. near Bedford, 200 yards off the A6. 

Wrest Park is an English heritage site of 
approximately 100 acres and of extreme beauty with 
a very impressive old house as its centrepiece. The 
gardens are said to be inspired by Versailles and later 
adapted by Capability Brown. These gardens are 
perfect for piOlics and a famity get together making 
full use of the beautiful setting. 

During the day, Raptor Rescue and its members 
past and present, along with the public will be able to 
enioy seeing around 3S different species of Birds of 
Prey and furthermore see a large proportion of them 
fly. We have flying teams of nadonal renown. 

The Trustees of Raptor Rescue have worked hard 
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along with other rurally based charity interests, e.g. 
Badgers, Ferrets (with radng), Butterflies, Reptiles, 
Hedgehogs, Mists and Photography to provide a 
very special day for all. 

The thinking behind the day is not only to 
celebrate our achievements over 25 but to 
place our charity more prominentfy in the public eye 
because it is the public eye as well as industry and 
specialised bird handlers along with the veterinary 
dreoit that find birds needng our help and causing 
them to ring our National Help Number 0870 
2410609. When that 'phone rings, the work of the 
Raptor Rescue and all of its helpers comes into its 
own - and we thank you for your help and support 
over the years and those to come. 

We have received much encouragement from the 
folk at the English Herit!ge and indeed the National 

Press for this day, which is 
_ .......... -.. 

Sunday August 31 st 2003 and not the 30th as the 
English Heritage Events diary published. 

For more information you can contact our web 
site at www.raptotTeSCue.org.uk or George 
Duncatf on (01945) 581682 or Michael Heath on 
(0 1628) 520243. Anyone wishing to partiCipate in 
the day, even at this late sbge, should contact the 
above. We are a small group of people and may have 
forgotten some past supporter or another, $0 here is 
your chance to let us know. 

OthelWise, we look forward to seeing you there 
on the day at Wrest Park, Silsoe, Beds, 200 yards off 
theA6. 
DON'T FORGET AUGUST 31 ST - BRING THE 
FAMILY AND A PICNIC AND ENJOY THE 
BEAUTIFUL SURROUNDING GARDENS. 



a review of what's new in our sport 

Allegations made by TV programme 
The New Forest Owl Sanctuary at Ringwood, Hampshire. run by Bruce 
Berry. was the subject of a BBC television documentary screened on June 
30th amid allegations of cruelty to birds of prey. 

The programme, Inside Out, was presented by well known wildlife and 
omithologist expert Chris Packham. It was secretly filmed behind the scenes 
showing the alleged mistreatment of birds and featured former employees of 
the sanctuary commenting on things that had occurred during the time they 
had worked for Mr Berry. Chris Packham said. ''As a bird lover, I was 
sickened by some of the secret filming". 

The sanctuary has a policy of releasing birds back into the wild but the 
programme showed a hack site on the edge of the car park in full view of the 
public and not in a wooded area, It was alleged that owls rescued from the 
wild were taken to various country shows and other events where the birds 
were subjected to contact with people, after which the owls showed signs of 
being imprinted on humans and therefore could not be released. 

It was also alleged that on Mr Berry's instructions, birds that had to be put 
down were 'knocked' - that is to say the birds were hit against a wall or 
bench to kill them to save money on calling out a vet. A staff member on film 
reported that they also sometimes shot birds in the back of the head using an 
air rifle. The programme also alleged illegal trading of protected species and 
showed dirty conditions in aviaries hidden from the public. 

Vet John Chitty of Andover, Hants, visits the sanctuary once a month and 
he was also filmed for the programme but without his knowledge. He has 

since said in newspaper reports that he had found no 
evidence of cruelty to any of the birds that he saw. But 
former staff have said that they rushed him around 
because it meant that he spent less time at the sanctuary 
and they did not have to pay so much money in vets fees, 

A zoo inspection was held last year and The New Forest District Council 
re-newed the licence to continue to run the sanctuary under the 
recommendation of the zoo inspector, However, NFDC have now said that 
they will further investigate the allegations. 

Jemima Parry Jones also appeared on Inside Out She was shown the 
undercover film footage and passed comments on what she observed. She 
said that, given the evidence before her, there was no way the sanctuary 
should be open to the public or have passed a zoo inspection, 

Mr Berry denies the allegations laid before him and has been quoted as 
saying that he will, as a result of the programme, hold his own investigations. 
The Police have also re-opened an investigation, as the sanctuary was under 
observation some time ago and all enquiries were at that time dropped , 

Police and RSPCA inspectors, along with an avian vet, raided the Owl 
Sanctuary on II th July and took away various paperwork together with a 
number of birds for inspection. They also visited two other addresses 
including the home of Mr Berry. The sanctuary was closed to the public for 
the weekend but re-opened on Monday 14th July. 

We await further developments, 

Disgruntled Observer of Fa/conry Demonstration 
Dear Sir, 
Another Bank Holiday has come and gone with the usual Country Fairs and 
Shows, This is probably the only chance for the majority of people who attend to 
get a glimpse of country life and its associated sports and activities. Hence, 
demonstrations of sheepdogs, fly-fishing and of course, falconry, are warmly 
welcomed and, for many, are the main reason for attending, (At this point, you 
can probably guess what's coming!) 

This Spring Bank Holiday I attended a country fair at Broadlands in Ramsey, 
Hampshire, and was unfortunate enough to witness probably the most appalling 
demonstration of flying birds of prey (I won't call it falconry, because falconry it 
definitely was not!) that I have seen in a long time. The man in charge (or not as it 
tumed out to be !) - a Mr. Chris Neal of Hagley Falconry - did absolutely nothing 
to educate the public, There must have been 10,000 people attending the show, 
the majority of whom probably knew very little or nothing of the sport of falconry, 
What an opportunity to impart some knowledge so that they could go away with 
an insight into the sport. What an opportunity missed! 

He flew two falcons. They flew reasonably well and, whilst not particularly 
impressive to anyone who knew a bit about falconry, they probably put on a show 
good enough to impress most onlookers. The accompanying commentary was 
sparse, uninformative and unexciting. However, the "piece de resistance" was the 
Hams' Hawks - these "most biddable and gregarious" of birds of prey! 

Now demonstrations of Harris' Hawks can often be a bit 'samey' once you 
have seen a few - not so this one! Whilst one bird went through the motions, 
albeit very reluctantly, the other was simply 'not playing ball'. It started by sitting on 
the fence "eying up the spectators' chips" as Mr. Neal informed the audience-
"Put your food away, or it'll have it!". The other hawk then took off and landed on 
a nearby gentleman's head - oh, wasn't that funny! The 'chip-seeking hawk' then 
decided it fancied something more meaty - and it headed straight for the burger 
van and alighted on the hot counter! "She fancies a burger - watch out lads!" The 
hawk grabbed a piece of meat (which at a later demonstration Mr, Neal proudly 

Wrong Number 

announced to the crowd was a piece of bacon - wasn't she clever ?!) and flew off 
to sit on top of a nearby marquee. Mr, Neal eventually got the bird back on his fist 
and continued with his demonstration - it didn't go completely according to plan (if 
there ever was one !) but, thankfully, there were no more near disasters, 

Now, whilst I appreciate that you can never totally rely on a bird of prey to act 
according to plan, you can at least give some informed comment, both when 
things are going well but, perhaps more importantly, when things are going 
wrong, Also, if you are in the privileged position of being asked to give a falconry 
demonstration at a show, the very least you can do is to try to impart some Ijme 
knowledge to the onlooking public. I visited Mr. Neal's stand to see his birds and 
to perhaps meet him - there was no-one there. No-one to answer any 
questions that the assembled public might have. No-one to encourage, or 
discourage, the public to take up the sport. No-one with whom to discuss birds 
of prey in general. and falconry in particular. All that was there was a few posters 
and, of course, the birds. (The fact that they were left unsupervised was 
worrying in itself!) 

In your last issue, Paul Manning expounded the view that we should all do what 
we can to act as good ambassadors for our sport. I have to say that Mr. Neal, in 
his role as a professional falconer, did little or nothing for our sport. To the 
contrary, I would think that many of the public left the fair that day with a totally 
wrong idea of what falconry and flying birds of prey are all about. The 
opportunities for us amateurs are limited, but the professional falconers have 
opportunities presented to them almost daily and have a responsibility to 
promote our sport. The Campaign for Falconry is going from strength to 
strength and I know that the many professional falconers do all they can to 
support the cause, Let's hope, for the sake of our sport and its fuwre, that the 
few ·'so called professionals" do not prosper at the expense of the real 
professionals. 
Martin Ford. 
Southampton 

The telephone number for C J Hall, veterinary surgeons, has appeared incorrectly in previous editions of the magazine. The correct number is 
02088769696. Our apologies to all concerned. 
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put on some great flying displays 
dispite the slightly strong wind. 
Some demonstrators had difficulty 
putting a lure kite to any great 
height but the South East group 
had theirs at a good altitude on 
the second day of the fair. 
But the highlight of the 
demonstrations must go to 
Jemima Parry Jones and her 
Merlin. What a terrific display of 
lure swinging, the bird turning "on a 
sixpence" and Jemima comentating at the 
same time. No wonder JPJ was tired after 
she called the bird to the lure on the 
ground and falling onto he r knees at the 
end quite puffed. 
My wife, Marian, and I were kept very busy 
on the magazine stand for most of the two 
days with people subscribing and re-newing 
the ir subscriptions. 
Brinsea Incubators were on show 
demonstrating their new incubators and 
fi rst time stand holders, amews.com, were 
also kept busy. Other traders such as 
Garlands, the IBR, Crown Falconry a nd 
Martin Jones all re ported having done we ll 
over the two days. 
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Legal Eagle 
From the RSPB's investigations newsletter. 
SENTENCING GUIDELINES FOR 
WILDLIFE CRIME 
David Cowdrey, Wildlife Trade Campaign 
Director for WWF. re ports on the new 
wildlife crime sentencing guidelines for 
magistrat es. 
On November 2002 the Environment Minister, 
the Rt Han Michael Meacher. launched an 
environmental crime tool kit for the Magistrates' 
Association , including guidance on sentencing 
wildlife crime. 'WWF and TRAFFIC took an 
active role in developing the guidance along with 
the police. Customs and other organisations. 

Michael Meacher said. " Environmental crime 
needs to be taken very seriously. and the 
penalties for environmental offences need to 
fully reflect the damage caused by the crime, in 
aU its aspects." 

Harry Mawdsley, chairman of the Magistrates' 
Association, said, "The Magistrates' Association 
has recognised that the sentences fo r 
environmental crimes imposed by magistrates 
playa key role in protecting the environment 
through innuencing the future behaviour of both 
companIes , small and large, and individuals". 

He added, "The sentencing guidance being 
launched today is crucial in ensuring that 
magistrates are aware of the issues involved and 
the seriousness of these crimes. The guidance 
will be able to steer the judiciary and encourage 
magistrates to use the full range of penalties at 
their disposal". 

The Magistrates' Association also sent out a 
message to all prosecutors that they can act only 
on the evidence brought before them in court 
and it is vital for all prosecutors to be familiar 
with the e nvironmental trai ning materials and 
sentencing guidance. 

It is also important to state the seriousness of 
these crimes and the huge environmental impact 
these actions may have. 

JAIL FOR PROLIFIC COLLECTOR 
OF EGGS 
On 4 Septe mber 2002, Carlton Julia n 
D'Cruze, Whitemeadow Drive, Thornton, 
Live rpool, was sentenced to s ix month's 
imprisonment by South S efton Magistrates' 
Court on a total of 13 charges. These 
related to the taking of 24 birds eggs and 
possession of 453 eggs, 29 taxidermy 
specimens and egg collecting equipment. 
PC Andy McWilliam of Merse yside Police 
reports on the case. 
"Back in 1996, I helped the RSPB arrange a 
warrant on D'Cruze and although no eggs were 
fou nd. it sparked my interest in wildlife crime 
and this man in particular. Later information 
indicated the D'Cruze was one of our most 
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prolific egg collectors, targeting rare breeding 
birds. 

"Trying to pin down the location of his 
collection proved very frustrating, but on 12 
March 2002 Merseyside Police, assisted by the 
RSPB , executed warrants at two liverpool 
addresses. Entry had to be forced into 
D'Cruze's home and he was caught in the 
bathroom trying to flush eggs and paperwork 
down the toilet. Fortunately, the RSPB was on 
hand with its DIY plumbing skills to take the 
toilet apart and the remains of over 100 eggs 
were recovered . More than 300 intact eggs 
were also found with detailed documentation 
showing the activities of D'Cruze and his 
associates. Egg collecting equipment and a 
number of unusual taxidermy specimens were 
also seized" . 

Among items McWilliam and the RSPB found 
in D'Cruze's collection were eggs from Schedule 
I species (including white-tailed eagle eggs taken 
from the Isle of Mull in 1998). and eggs from 
golden eagles. avocet, osprey and peregrine 
falcons . The taxidermy specimens had evidence 
of having been shot. 

Andy McWilliam takes up the story again. 
"D'Cruze entered a guilty plea. In sentencing. 
the court stated that due to the seriousness of 
the o ffences. the time period over which they 
took place and the fact that O'Cruze was fully 
aware of the impact. only a custodial sentence 
could be imposed . D'Cruze later entered an 
appeal. which reduced his sentence to five 
months in credit of his guilty plea. O'Cruze has 
been one of the UK's main egg collecting targets 
in recent years and we hope that this conviction 
will signal the end of his criminal activities". 

DISTURBING DIARIES 
OF DAVIDSON 
In August 200 I, Michael Terrence 
Davidson of Lanton Street, Haughton-Ie-
Spring, Northumberland, was convicted of 
selling ISS eggs from owls a nd birds of 
pre y, contra ry to the Control of Trade in 
Endange red Species Regulations 1997 
(COTES). 

These eggs were part of a larger collection 
that he had sold to another collector for £750 
in 1996. Davidson received a three-month 
suspended sentence, although he was later 
sentenced to 41 days' imprisonment for non-
payment of £ 1.1 00 costs. 

In addition to the COTES offences. there 
was the outstanding matter of possession of 
items for the purpose o f intentionally disturbing 
Schedule I wild birds. contrary to the Wildlife 
and Countryside Act 1981. The items in 
question were a computer, extensive 

documents, photographs, a camera and 
climbing equipment. 

It was alleged that they had been used by 
Davidson to visit nest sites of Schedule I 
species for which he had never held an 
appropriate licence. 

His detailed diaries illustrated his disturbance 
o f breeding peregrines, merlins, ospreys, 
golden eagles and goshawks over a number of 
years. 

On 19 August 2002 at Haughton·le-Spring 
Magistrates Court. he accepted that he had 
illegally disturbed birds in the past. However. he 
claimed that due to a heart attack, he was no 
longer capable of visiting nests and therefore 
could not possess the items for the alleged 
purpose. 

The court did not accept th is account and 
imposed a two-year conditional discharge and 
£500.00 costs. They also ordered forfeiture of 
ali the items other than his camera. Davidson 
has since entered an appeal. 

RODENTICIDES KILL FIVE 
RED KITES 
Ten red kites were found dead in the UK 
during the 2002 breeding season. Three 
were poisoned through pesticide abuse. 
Five contained levels of rodenticide 
recognised as likely to be lethal. 

A red kite found in Wales in May died 
through the approved use of the rodenticide 
Difenacoum. One found in March in Scotland 
also contained lethal levels of Difenacoum. 
likely to have been caused by rodenticide 
misuse. 

Two adult birds from the Midlands were 
poisoned by Difenacoum and a juvenile by 
Bromadiolone. Despite the losses, the breeding 
season in the Midlands was very good, with 
more than 40 young fledging from 25 breeding 
pairs. 

PIGEON FANCIER SHOT 
PEREGRINE 
Pigeon fancier Jame McCormick was fined 
£400.00 at Kircudbright Sheriff Court on 
26 September 2002 after shooting a 
peregrine near his pigeon loft at Ringford 
in May. 
He also handed in his shotgun and firearms 
certificate. The peregrine suffered a broken 
wing and wi ll never be able to be returned to 
the wild. 

Sheriff James Smith said that he had to take 
into consideration the public conce rn about the 
protection of birds and mark the sero usness of 
the incident by way of a fine . 



LIST OF LOST, FOUND, REUNITED AND 
STOLEN BIRDS FROlVl THE IBR. 

BETVVEEN 6 APRIL AND 9 JULY 2003 

STOLENx7 KOOKABURRA KESTREl 10xx00ES 
BARN OWL tANNER FAlCON x 3 KESTREL 30xxBA96S 

4268X SJA01X WGGER FAlCON x 2 lANNER FALCON IBxx2975W 
HARRIS HAWK 3051W PARAKEET WGGER FAlCON 24x 
1BR11269V PEREGRINE FAlCON x 2 MKAW ASxxEOOW 
PEREGRINE FALCON 12212V PEREGRlNEAlARBARY HYBRID ORANGE-WINGED IWiAlON 15x 
24585W PEREGRINEIlANNER HYBRID PARAKEET 1Jxx95S 
PEREGRINE FAlCON 22554W PEREGRINE/SAKER HYBRID x 3 PEREGRINE FAlCON 26xxVDOE 
1BR24794W RED·TAllED HAWK x 4 PEREGRINE FAlCON IBxx8931W 
llMNEH GREY PARROT IH02071 SAKER FAlCON x 8 PRAIRIE FAlCON 14xx7W 
llMNEH GREY PARROT IH01792 SENEGAL PARROT RlED·TAllED HAWK l1xxDOEX 

SNOWY OWL RlED·TAllED HAWK SWxxROOY 
REUNITED X 86 STEPPE EAGLE SAKER FAlCON IBxx0911W 
AfRICAN GREY PARROT X 4 TIMNEH GREY PARROT SAKER FAlCON 12xx1NGSW 
BAlD EAGLEx 2 TURKEY VULTURE SAKER FAlCON 23xx4W 
BARN OWL X 11 UNKNOWN PARROT SAKER FAlCON 3PxxOOW 
BlACK VUlTURlE TAWNY OWl IBxx1835U 
COI-NK)N BUZZARD x 3 FOUND x 60 UNKNOWN BOP 21xxY 
EUROPEAN EAGLE OWl x 5 AFRICAN GREY PARROT IBxx6015V UNKNOWN BOP SILVER RING 
FERRlIGINOUS HAWK x 5 AFRICAN GREY PARROT UNKNOWN PARROT L1xx16497 
GYRWCON BARN OWL x 12 IBxx799U 
G1!,4'EREGRINE FAlCON BENGAL EAGLE OWL IBxx0153Z DEAD x 49 
GYR/SAKER FAlCON x 4 CARA CARA BARN OWL x 15 
HARRIS HAWK x 23 COCKATIEL 1Sxx02P COMMON BUZZARD x 3 
KESTREl x 4 COCKATIEL 24xxS99P EUROPEAN EAGLE OWL 
tANNER FAlCON COMMON BUZZARD 24xxDOEW GYRA'EREGRINE HYBRID x 2 
WGGER FAlCON COMMON BUZZARD 10xx4W GYRA'EREGRINEIlANNER 
PEREGRINE FAlCON x 3 COMMON BUZZARD 12xxODOEW GYRA'EREGRINE/SAKER 
PEREGRlNEiSAKERHYBRlDx3 COMMON BUZZARD 10xx4WDOE HARRIS HAWK x 7 
RED-TAIlED HAWK x 6 EUROPEAN EAGLE OWL HOODED VULTURlE x 2 
SAKER FAlCON x 5 EUROPEAN EAGLE OWl KESTREL x 4 
TAWNYEAGLE EUROPEAN EAGLE OWL UTIlE OWL x 2 
lURI<EY VUIJURE EUROPEAN EAGLE OWL 07xxC02Z LUGGER FAlCON x 2 
WHrrEBACK VUIJURlE FERRUGINOUS HAWK OOXXX SAKER FAlCON x 2 

HARRIS HAWK IBxx212W SNOWY OWl x 3 
LOST X 97 HARRIS HAWK IBxx509W SPARROWHAWK 
AFRICAN GREY PARROT x 10 HARRIS HAWK 59xx TAWNY OWl 
9ARNOWLx 12 HARRIS HAWK 20xx8DOEV TURKMANIAN EAGLE OWL 
BENGAl. EAGLE OWL HARRIS HAWK 95xxW UNKNOWN BOP 
BlACK VUIlURE HARRIS HAWK 3PxxOW 
CARACARA HARRIS HAWK IBxx8637w 
CawAON BUZZARD HARRIS HAWK 11xxYDOE 
EUROPEAN EAGLE OWL x 2 HARRIS HAWK 59xxLE26LF 
GOSHAWK HARRIS HAWK lExxlF798 
GW.1'EREGRINE HYBRID x 2 KESTREL 76xxS 
GYII/SAKER FAlCON x 2 KESTREl IBxx8440S 
HARRIS HAWK X 23 KESTREl 11xx7S 
KESTREL X 9 KESTREL 1Bxx95675 
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The plan for winter had been dr.l.wn up months 
earlier. Most of the birds would go to our sister 
centre in lower Austria. However, a few would 
stay at the castle, tended by the only three 
members of staff to remain, Tonya, Hanni and l. 
Providing suitable winter accommodation for these 
birds was something of a problem. We needed to 
bui ld aviaries, but where? The difficulty when 
adding anything foreign to an ancient building is 
gening it to blend in. We'd had to wrestle with this 
when planning the small shelters for the 
demonstr.l.tion birds before the season started, but 
got away with it by keeping things modestly sized 
and using suitably old looking materials. But 
aviaries were different, they would be very difficult 
to lose. 

So Where? 
We came up with two possibilities: 'The Shooting 
Range Courtyard' and the 'Hanging Garden'. The 
Shooting Range Courtyard got its name from one 
of the many chapters in the castle's past. The place 
had once been a police tr.l.ining school, and in this 
courtyard firearms pr.l.ctise had been conducted. 
There were even the remains of the target r.l.nge, 
remains being an apt description - wow they'd let 
off some steam! For the inquisitive, the courtyard 
had another story [0 tell. As your eye followed its 
rear wall up, starting on a natural rock face and 
eventually meeting the looming bell tower, you 
noticed various rusted metal fixtures. Your mind 
immediately said: hand and (oat holds? Dead right. 
Remember the Where Eagles Dare connection? It 
was here Richard Burton and Clint Eastwood 
made a perilous climb to a high window. In the 
movie the climb is done by rope and there is no 
courtyard, but this was the Spot. 

But that was all in the past. Now this courtyard 
was its own secret kingdom locked away behind a 
giant metal-clad door. Never seen by visitors -
never visited by anyone - Tonya and I had used it 
all summer as a retreat from the madness of the 
main centre. Up here, you heaved the door slowly 
open to be in another world. You were no longer 
in a tourist-filled castle, you were in some peaceful 
alpine meadow with long grasses, flowers, 
bunerflies and lizards. The lizards! I've never seen 
so many. They were everywhere, their lithe bodies 
weaving through grass stems and basking on the 
film-climb wall. And with them. voles. lots of voles, 
who scurried about the rock face looking like tiny 
hyrax. 

The idea was not to build in the courtyard itself 
- which would have been a terrible tragedy - but 
to convert an enormous tower that sat at its 
furthest end. It was an easy job: a suitable door, 
slatted windows, a few perches - finished! And the 
kites that went into it gave it an immediate thumbs 
up, whizzing around its circular interior like a 
fairground wall of death. 

The Hanging Garden was a bigger challenge. 
Imagine a swallow's nest slapped high on an 
outside wall of the castle, just clinging to the sheer 
face. This was the Hanging Garden. It had once 
been the secret courting place of a long-ago castle 
official. You could imagine the clandestine 
meetings, see the lovers entwined on the little 
Jawn, shaded by the small fruit tree. And they 
were safe, for nowhere on the castle would you 
be less likely to be disturbed. And the guarantee of 
this? The staircase down to their hideaway. 

It's impossible to describe the staircase. like the 
garden, it clung to the sheer wall, a desperate 
caterpillar set to lose its grip at any moment. It 
started high above the garden, plunging steeply. 
And as it went down, it paused at a crazy 

mid-descent change in direction. It was almost as if 
testing you, giving you time to think about what 
you were doing. Then on you went, white-knuckle 
hands clinging to the rail, the mere wooden rail to 
go with the mere wooden staircase - yes, just 
wooden steps between you and a one-way ticket 
into the blue! Believe me, your feet were planted 
on those steps like your life truly did depend on it. 
And down tllis staircase we carried the building 
materials for three small aviaries! 

Free as a Bird 
With some members of the flying team there was 
no accommodation worry. The vultures just went 
free! They were released in their upper courtyard 
and allowed to come and go as they pleased, flying 
up and over the high walls that surrounded them. 
It wasn't quite the act of lunacy it appears. They 
had flown all summer at the castle and were 
strongly bonded to the building. This, 
complemented by careful feeding and monitoring, 
would avoid any tendency for them to roam. It 
was an approach I had known used very 
successfully at other castles. 

It was weird having the vultures loose. They 
became ghostly figures, appearing and 
disappearing, leaving you never sure where you 
might encounter one: you'd pass under an 
archway only to have a rustle of feathers frighten 
you out of your skin. They tended to favour the 
rooftops near their courtyard. Here they sat, living 
gargoyles from some fantasy novel: monstrous 
griffons, guardians of the castle. 

And when the weather was right, the guardians 
flew. They lived for winter storms, and the 
rougher it got, the more it suited them. Deep 
purple skies, wind enough to tear the roof off, and 
against the mountains they rode the elements in 
full command, excited, electrified. And how right it 
was, great prehistoric birds in a L1nd That Time 
Forgot setting. Summer flying paled by 
comparison, and it was ours alone. 

Snow Arrives 
Before long we had our first snow. I'd spent 

time in places where you got heavy snow, but I 
wasn't prepared for what fell on the castle. It 
started to snow and it didn't stop. We peered from 
our tiny bedroom window, children mesmerised 
by the great heavy flakes. We'd had warning, had 
watched the mountains opposite gradually change 
colour - the white line slipping ever deeper - but 
it still left us open-mouthed. You've never seen so 
much snow. You dug yourself out of the front door 
- then you had to dig yourself back in! 

More snow. And more digging. Everywhere you 
went - or attempted to go - you took a spade. You 
didn't walk anywhere - you dug a passage. Before 
long the place looked as if some giant burrowing 
creature had gone mad. And on regularly used 
routes, the repeated clearing operation resulted in 
deep wartime trenches. It was exhausting. Your 
arms and shoulders ached with the workload. 
During the summer we'd gained massive legs to 
cope with the gradient and the gruelling always-
on-a-slope maintenance work, now we were 
going to get the upper body to match! 

Getting to feed the birds was a nightmare. They 
were just such a long way from our 
accommodation in the main falconry centre 
courtyard. The trek to the kites was nothing short 
of an expedition: in through the base of a tower 
(the one used to get to the vulture courtyard), up 
the stairs, out, past the cannons, through the giant 
door - and then snow-battle your way the entire 
length of the courtyard. And then, totally 

exhausted, you were put through slow torture. To 
maintain tameness, the kites had to be occasionally 
fed on the glove. Imagine it. You're high in some 
desolate arctic ice castle in temper.l.tures so low 
that any bits of you not moving are immediately 
frozen solid, and you have to st.1nd and glove-feed 
birds! I'll never forget the agony of those feeding 
sessions: the glass fingers - the ears to go with 
them - and a body shaking so badly it loosened 
fillings. Winter ferreting sessions? A tropical treat! 

The Hanging Garden offered a different 
experience. You still got the shaking body, but this 
time more from terror! That treacherous staircase 
was now covered in snow, and when it was 
cleared, it grinned and senled for ice! You 
shovelled, you ice-picked, you gritted - you drew 
straws to avoid the descent - bllt that <;tairca<;e 
was just waiting to send someone to the next life. 

All in the Mind 
lone feeding trips could be a bit eerie. The 

castle was a massive building - some of it we 
hadn't even seen due to the pressure of work -
and the high courtyards and connecting 
passageways could be a linle unsettling. 
Imagination easily got the better of you, and as it 
tightened its hold, in crept a feeling of being 
watched by more than vulture's eyes. Across 
every open area you scanned the snow for foreign 
footprints, and every wind-rattled shutter and 
every creak had you wire-tight with tension. You 
got things under control with r.l.tional cool-headed 
adult thinking. Then imagination came back with 
how easy it would be for someone to remain 
hidden all winter long in this vast place: a Phantom 
of the Oper.l.living a secret existence. And you 
were reminded of those autumn-discovered 
clothes in an abandoned tower, a tower where 
someone had obviously been sleeping rough. Then 
there was ... Enough. Enough! 

Day to Day 
Days at the castle were pretty quiet. There was 

the odd chore - a bit of equipment making, and of 
course, snow clearing - but by and large, our time 
was our own. I was quite busy with writing, adding 
the last touches to a manuscript and doing some 
articles, but more than anything we used the time 
to explore. I've always been a keen walker - a pair 
of boots and a rucksack and I'm in heaven - but 
getting anywhere in the deep snow was a bit of a 
problem. But if you could dig yourself out of the 
castle, there were numerous clear-kept mountain 
roads you could walk right into the high country. It 
was fantastic! The crystal mountain air, the space, 
the altitude - the sheer rush from all that glory. 
And the snow covered forests, their floors littered 
with evidence of the previous night's wildlife. It 
was a tracker's paradise. Hares ruled and their 
prints crossed every dearing. At the castle we had 
one of our own. He came over from these very 
mountains, our wooded grounds being part of his 
nightly wanderings. We would follow his route, 
always excited to see he had been about, always 
that bit of worry that his visits might abruptly stop. 
They were wonderlul times, just the mountains 
and no need to do much of anything. We were in a 
white winter escape. 

Then one day, winter was over. The line that 
had slipped down from the high tops, slowly 
started to recede. Spring was on the horizon and 
soon our ice castle would once again be baking 
under the heat of an Austrian summer. Birds 
would be coming back, costumes dusted off, 
routines rehearsed. It would be time to do it 
all again. 
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club dire 

Join and support your local today! 

The Central Falconry & 
Raptor Club 

is the local falconry club serving the following counties 
Warwickshire, Northamptonshirc, Lciccstcrshirc and the 

West Midlands 

NEW VENUE 
We meet on the second Sunday of each month 
throughout the year at the 
SPO RTS CO NNEXION on the 
Leamington Road, near Ryton-on-
Dunsmore, Coventry. (8pm start). 

For more information 
e-mail: cen.falc@24.net or 
John Hill on 07973 224609 
wwwocentral-falconry.coouk 

HOME COUNTIES 
HAWKING CLUB 

Affiliated to the Hawk Board. 
Group member of (he Countryside Alliance. 

We meet at Blackwater on the Surrey/Hants border 
on the 3rd Wednesday of the month. 

The aim of the club is to promote good husbandry 
and practices in raptor keeping and flying and our 

membership ranges from complete beginners to sea-
soned falconers. 

Our programme includes guest speakers and 
demonstrations. and field meets are held through 

the season. 
Ring Laila on 01945 410150 or 

Alan on 01784 Z50577 after 6.00pm 
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... The Welsh 41. 
Hawking Club 

SOUTH WALES, Usk 
Contact: He/ell Scollrse Tel: 01600 860458 

NORTH WALES, Chester 
Contact: Neil McCaJm Tel: 01512 930364 

SOUTH WEST, Exeter 
Contact: Dave Scott Tel: 01752 830382 

BATH, Hinton 
Contact: Dave JOlles Tel: 01934 811300 

THE MIDLANDS, Loughborough 
Contact: Mike Kalle Tel: 01773 811491 

COTSWOLDS, Evesham 
Contact: Shallll Healey Tel: 01386832812 

YORKSHIRE, York 
Contact: Malcolm Allisoll Tel: 01944 

738369 
ESSEX, Colchester 

Contact: Andy fllllme Tel: 01206 729363 
* FOR ALL GENERAL ENQUIRIES CONTACT * 

Mike Clowes, secretary. 01529 240443 

Northern England 
Falconry Club 

Club meetings are held at:-
"The White Swan" 

Public House. 
High Street, Yeadon. 

(2 mins from Leeds & Bradford Airport). 

Or contact: G Shaw on 

01274780800 
E-mail : NEFC@ lineone. net 

-



Jlona15fjire folconrp 
& Jl)ofuking 

"'feelings held 
Haslingdon cricket Club 
Haslingdon, J5 off M65. 
2ND TUESDAY EACH MOl\'TH. 

From beginners to experienced fa lcone rs, tuition 
where need ed , advice where 
needed and a friend l), 
welcome exte nded to all. 
Promoting JalcolU)' Iluv llghout 
the Northwest. 
Fo r information com act: 
01942 205151 
or 0771 151 4073 

THE SCOTTISH 
HAWKING CLUB 

FOR THE DEDICATED FALCONER 
The largest club in Scotl and protecting th e 

needs of falconers. 
AFFILIATED TO:- Countryside Alli ance - Hawk 
Board - Scottish Hawk Board - Zimbabwe 

Falconers Club - North American Falconers 
Association - Intern ational Association for 

Falconry 
Further details from: 

Tommy Bryce 
0131 654 1720 

* We are a D.E.FA recongnised club * 

BRITISH FALCONERS' 
CLUB 

Founded in 1927 
The oldest and largest Hawking Club in 

the country. 
Nine Regional Groups -

Scotland, Yorkshi re, M idlands, Cotswolds, 
Eastern, No rth W estern , North Eastern, 

Southern and South Western . 

For m ore details send SAE with 88p P&P to:-
Mr John Callaghan 

Membership secretary 
THE BRITISH FALCONERS CLUB 

(F.M.) 
, 3 Top Fold. Doncaster Road. Ardsley. 

Barnsley. S. Yorks S71 5EL 

WEST OF ENGLAND 
HAWKING CLUB 

We are a fast growing club with members ranging from 
complete novices to seasoned falconers. 

We meet the first Monday of every month at the BuH Inn, 
Hinton nr Bath. Our meetings are informal and friendly 

and provide an opportunity to exchange experiences, 
arrange field trips and establisll contact with local falconers. 
Guest speakers and falconry furnitu re suppliers regularly 

attend. We also run beginners' workshops. 
All newcomers welcomed. 

For more information please t elephone: 
• Rob Kelly 01275 891813 
• Keith Wicks 01454 315810 
• Tony Ellis 01666 510067 

The South East 
Falconry Group 

AIMS TO SUI' I'ORT FALCONERS IN T ilE CONTINUATION ANI> PRAC-
T ICE OF FA LCONRY. 

Drawing ils membership from around lhe South and Easl of 
England . the SEFG providcs a forum fo r falconcrs :lIld would· 

be falconers to mcct. discuss and practice the art. Members ben· 
efit from having access to a wealth o f ex perience and knowl· 

edge. good f:l ci li tics and fi cld mccting opportuni ties throughout 
thc winter months. 

Meetings take placc on the lasl Tuesday of thc month at Tilbury 
in Essex . 

For members in our Southern rcgion informa l meeti ngs take 
place nr Winchestcr. Hants. 

For f l/rlher in/ormation or wllIpplicario/l form 
please comac/ . 

Dean White (secretary) on 01489 896504 
Email us at enquiry@scfg.org 

or visit our web site www.scfg.org 

THE BRITISH 
HAWKING 

ASSOCIATION 
Regional field meetings held regularly. A 
family association that welcomes both the 

experienced falconer and the novice. 
The British Hawking Association .. . 

showing the way fo rward. 
CHANGING AlTITUDES TO IMPROVE STANDARDS. 

Contact the national 
help/enquiry line:-
0870 7590210 
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THE CHESHIRE 
HAWKING CLUB 

Meetings:- Held 2nd Tuesday of every month at Spill. 
Venue :- R:li lway Hotel. Mi ll Lane, Hemley, Nr Lymm. Chcs. 
We have speaker.\' (llld Fa/collI)' Fumillll'e Mallll!aCfl/ren' ill 

reglilar altelldllllce. 

EXPERIENCED AND NOVICE FALCONERS WELCOME. 

Contact: J elT on 01942 201995 
or J enny on - 0151 4247217 

Glamorgan Hawking Club 
We welcome novice nnll experienced falconers 10 our frie ndly meetings 10 
provide experience and tOlUac! with other fa lconers. We have regular guest 

speakers and a supply of bird food lind falconry furniture. We hold meetings 
on the fi rst Tuesday of cwry month . stilrting lit 7.30pm. 

Meetin gs arc held Nr. Drigdcnd in the Soulh Wales Valleys. 

For further details plcase telephone our sec retary. Martin. on 

01656745008 0, 07970397 466/0793 1639 178 
E-mail: glam hawkingclub@aol.com 

oftGreat Britain 
For information anG he(p on all aspects a this breed phone , , , 

01788860048 or 
Falconry, shoot ing, 'cOIJ panion, or show this enthusiastic working dog 

su it,s need s. J 
Contact our Falconry rep, Tony Ellis, on 

01666"510067 
or visit the club website w\-vw:l.frittanyclub.co.uk 

CLEVELAND HAWKING CLUB 
"Sharing the know/edge" 

A fas t growing club catering for the novice and the professional. 
Guest speakers, videos, furniture and hawk food. All enjoyed over a few 

drinks in a relaxed informal environment. 

Monthly meets on the first Sunday of the month at 7.30pm. 
Venue; T he Falcon Inn, Hilton near Thornaby en Tees. 
Tel: Lee Copeland on 07802 251502 

e-mail: falconer55@hotmail.com 
Web site: www.clevelandhawkingclub.20m.com 

FALCON LEIS 
Falconry 

Gilbcn Bbin" 

New reprint of the all time 
classic book 

£27_50 inc P&P 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
FALCON LEISURE 

A new superb one hour video 
showing training and hunting 
w ith Harris Hawks. The 
emphasis being very much on 
hunting. Shows hawks being 
fiown singly, in a cast and in a 
group of three. Also working 
with ferrets and a pointer. 
Some truly excellent hunting 
footage. 

Available now at 

£23.50 in P&P. 

Pointers Rest, 1 Witt Road, Fair O ak, Eastleigh, H ants 8050 7FW 
Tel / Fax: 02380 696921 Mobile: 07774 267790 

E-mail bobdalton@falcon leisure.fsnet.co.ukWebsite:www_falconle isu re .com 
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T ime and time again 
wherever and whenever 
I'Ve done a falconry 
display, the one question 

that people ask after the display 
is, "Do they mind being tied up 
like that!" 

life, I doubt very 
much that you would 
drag yourself out of 
your cosy bed and 
earn a living, would 
you? Of course you 
wouldn't. The same 
applies to birds of 
prey. 

I like to point out to 
people that when 
they take their dog to 
a park. or the kids to 
a zoo, the animals 
have a barrier! It 
might be a park wall 
or a cage they are 
limited to where they 
can go. 
But when a falconer 
nies his or her bird, 
they have the sky to 
fly in w hich equates 
to limitless space. If 

I would have thought that the fact the bird is 
sitting there says it doesn't mind in the 
slightest! 

I do like to point out to people that when 
they have seen a Kestrel hovering it is 'hunti ng', 
not going 'wheeee, this is fun'. Birds of prey 
are lazy creatures but how many people do 

you know that spend their weekends as couch 
potatoes? They have two legs but unless they 
have to work they are happy to just sit down 
and watch the world go by. Birds of prey have 
two w ings but that does not mean they want to 
Oy all the time. If I offered to pay your 
mortgage off, give you a car and feed you for 

the bird understood freedom and wasn't happy 
it would just flyaway and the few that do get 
lost usually crash into someone's house when 
they realise how hungry they are . 
I hope my fellow falconers can get this point 
across to Mr and Mrs Public the next time they 
are asked ... "does it mind ... ? 

EAST ANGLIA 
FALCONRY FAIR 

10am - Spm 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28TH 2003 

Please join us for our 7th event, 
to be held at the 

BRITISH BIRDS OF PREY CENTRE 
STONHAM ASPAL • SUFFOLK 

FALCONRY FURNITURE· TELEMETRY 
CLUBS. MAGAZINES. IBR 

TAXIDERMIST· WILDLIFE ARTISTS 
RAPTOR TRUST· HAWK FOOD 

CAMPAIGN FOR FALCONRY COUNTRY 
CLOTHING· INCUBATORS 

ARENA EVENTS 
3 FLYING DEMONSTRATIONS 
GUN DOGS· FERRET RACING 

ADMISSION: ADULTS £5, CHILDREN £3 
For more details, contact Andy Hulme 
Tel: 01449 711425 Fax: 01449 710118 

e-mail: info@falconry-east.co.uk 

www.falconry-east.co.uk 

For a new on-line shopping experience 
visit our site. 

A comprehensive range of high quality 
products for falconers; from Astroturf and 

Avian first aid kits right through to 
weighing scales! 

AN EXCITING NEW WEB-SITE BACKED BY THE 
EXPERTISE OF 

1\Jeil Forbes FRCVS RCVS 
Specialist Zoo Anilllal nlld Wildlife Medicine 
(Avian) and Europeml Veterinary specialist 

Avian medicine nlld surgery. 

Authorised distributors of 
FlO DISINFECTANT 
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Report from the biannual Conference of the ... 
O n alternate years the 

two bird vet 
organisations shown 
above have a joint 

conference at a diHerent European 
location, on this occasion it was on 
the delightful island of Tenerife. 
Avian medicine and surgery is a 
young science and as such is 
advancing fast with new 
discoveries, treatments and 
medications becoming known on a 
regular basis. The time taken in 
preparation of any text book means 
it is 18 months out of date by the 
time it is published, so for vets at 
the 'cutting edge' the attendance at 
such a conference is the only way to 
keep on top of the discipline. 
During five days of conference, 89 
papers, two Master classes and 
eight wet labs were presented, over 
200 delegates attended from 20 or 
so countries. Although the meeting 
covered a wide variety of avian 
species, Neil Forbes brings you the 
latest developments which relate to 
birds of prey. 

The first raptor paper was delivered by Neil himself 
on the subject of the on going control and 
prevention of Caryospora (a form of coccidia - a 
protozoal parasite) infestation in falcons. Many 
readers will already be familiar with the problem, 
which is the largest and most Significant parasitic 
disease of captive falcons, but rarely found in free 
living falcons. The disease predominandy affects 
young birds when undergoing initial weight 
reduaion and training. Neil has been researching 
this disease for a number of years, looking at the 
incidence, age and season of infestation. effective 
treatment protocols and finally the hopeful 
development of a safe and effective vaccine. This 
paper described the completion of a vaccine trial. 
The results of the trial prove statistically that the 
use of the vaccine achieved at least a 45% 
reduaion in relative risk of vaccinated birds 
suffering from the disease compared with non 
vaccinated birds (the trial results reported showed 
that 47% of non vaccinated birds suffered clinical 
disease when chaJlenged with Glryospora, 
compared with a 0% incidence in vaccinated 
birds). A considerable amount of further work is 
required (in particular DNA identification of all the 
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European College 
of Avian Medicine 

and Surgery 
and European 

Association 
of Avian Vets 

pathogenic species of Glryosporo which affect 
falcons), before a commercial vaccine could be 
produced. This ongoing research project has 
benefited from the receipt of research grants from 
the Campaign for Falconry and the SE Falconry 
Group, for which Neil is extremely grateful. 

Petra Zsivanovits (a European College of Avian 
Medicine and Surgery Resident working and 
studying with Neil Forbes in Stroud), next spoke on 
a research project which she and Neil have been 
conduaing looking at the serological incidence of 
falcon and owl herpes virus in captive and free living 
raptors in the UK. The research was triggered by a 
dramatic increased incidence reported in Germany 
over the last few years, which coincided with a 
perceived increase in clinical cases In the UK. 
Although the overall incidence was low (4.7% and 
7.4%) in both groups of birds, the levels in free 
living birds was Significantly greater, which 
reinforces the need for the quarantining of ex wild 
injured raptors. The indusion of injured wild 
raptors into a falconry centre is shown to constitute 
a potential risk to the resident birds in the centre. 
It is worth remembering that the commonest route 
of infection of falcons with falcon herpes virus is by 
the feed ing of fresh or frozen pigeon carcass. 
Falcon herpes viris is a rapidly fatal viral infection for 
which there is no effective treatment. 

Tom Bailey is an English avian vet who has been 
working in the Middle East for the last 9 years, 
currently positioned at the Dubai Falcon Hospital. 
Tom has recently completed an MSc in Wild Animal 
Health, for which he conducted research with Nick 
Fox on the management of small populations of 
falcons (New Zealand falcons) as welt as research 
into field techniques required for the freezing of 
raptor semen (as a tool for the preservation of 
genetic material). Tom explained that the key to 

any controlled breeding project, but in particular 
one involving an endangered species, was the 
maintenance of good records. including a complete 
stud book and commencing with divergent genetic 
individuals. The study population had been derived 
from 6 wild caught birds, although the subsequent 
population was only generated from 5 of them. 
(the other bird having died before it had bred). 
Subsequent DNA analysis of the New Zealand 
falcons had shown that despite initially requesting 
birds from different geographical areas, 4 of the 
birds were so genetically similar that they were in 
fact likely to all be siblings. Inbreeding coefficients 
and other population statistical analysis were 
performed demonstrating an excessively high level 
of Inbreeding. It is evident that for this population 
to be viable and sustainable long term, fresh genetic 
material is essential. Tom concluded that it was 
only because this colony had over the years been 
managed in a scientific manner that such an 
accurate and objective assessment could be made. 
In relation to the semen freezing, Tom described 
how he had compared three methods of freezing. 
Good quality semen samples were equilibrated at 
50C for 15 minutes and then mixed with an equal 
volume of diluent containing 18% DMA (82 parts 
Lakes diluent with 18 parts dimethylacetamide) in a 
cryovial. Then three different freezing methods 
were used. 
I. Samples were inserted in a Mr Frosty (5 I 00 

Cryo 10C Freezing container; Nalgene), placed 
inside a freezer (-200C) (or 1.5 - 2 hours and 
then plunged into liquid nitrogen. 

2. Samples were inserted Into a 'Mr Frosty' and 
placed inside a domestic freezer (- J 20 q for 1.5 
- 2 hours and then plunged into liquid nitrogen. 

3. Samples were plunged directly into liquid 
nitrogen. 

-
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• Post mortem of falcon which died of Falcon 
herpes virus showing typical white spots in 
the liver 

Tom later thawed all samples and analysed the 
sperm motility and viability. Whilst the levels were 
low (4.3% and 16.4% respectively). such levels 
have been proven sufficient to achieve egg 
fertilisation. There was no statistically significant 
difference in post thaw motility and mobility using 
the different methods, although there was a 
significant difference between individual birds. 

Richard Jones is a former protege of Neil 
Forbes, who having spent two years studying for an 
MSc with Professor Pat Redig at the Raptor Centre 
in Minnesota, retumed to work in Cheshire. 
Whilst in the US Richard conducted a project to 
assess the feasibility and safety of endoscopic 
vasect:omisation of neonate quail. This project was 
stimulated by the current debate regarding the use 
of hybrid birds for fa/conry. Vasectomy was chosen 
over castration as he does not want to interfere 
with secondary maturation and muscle 
development in the patients, which could have a 
subsequent deleterious effect on flight ability. 
Although such te<::hniques would remain a relatively 
specialised procedure, Richard was able to show 
that the technique could be safely performed in 
young birds (at any age prior to leaving a breeder), 
without any apparent adverse side effects. 

Michel Uerz a German graduate, who having 
worked in the Middle East for two years has now 
returned to Germany to run the avian clinic at 
Berlin University gave the next raptor related 
paper. Michel had conducted a study using the 
'Buddy' (Vetronic Services UK) digital egg monitor 
to non invasively monitor turkey and chicken 
embryo heart rates during incubation. The Buddy 
comprises of a plastic body (measurement 
chamber), battery. monitor and computer chip. 
The Buddy emits infrared rays at the egg, blood 
flow in the embryo alters the infrared rays, enabling 
the Buddy to measure the heart rate. Detection of 
heart rates was possible from day seven 
throughout incubation (in contrast to candling). 
Embryo heart rates were artificially slowed by egg 
cooling and then re-wanned and the effects on 
heart rate were readily monitored. Michel noted 
that embryo movements were increased if any 
noises were made (including talking) in the 
incubation room. Unfortunately the design of the 
Buddy is such that larger eggs do not fit into the 
measurement box, moreover it is not effective in 
some larger thicker shelled eggs such as eagles. 
Despite these reservations the equipment will 
obviously be very useful for many raptor breeders. 

• Bumblefoot lesion 

Michel Uerz then spoke again regarding a study 
which he had undertaken on the incidence of 
bumblefoot in falcons in the Middle East. Michel 
had be<::ome aware that the majority of 
bumblefoot cases in the Middle East occur in 
fakons shortly after the end of the flying season. 
He described a study in which he had divided 
falcons into two groups. One group ceased 
exercise suddenly at the end of the flying season 
and tended to increase weight fairly swiftly whilst 
in the other group flying (and hence exercise) was 
gradually reduced over a period of 3-4 weeks at 
the end of the season, with a slower increase in 
body weight. There was a clear differential in the 
incidence between the two groups, with those 
whose season was gradually curtailed, suffering a 
significantly reduced incidence of bumblefoot. 
There is perhaps a useful and important lesson 
which should be learnt for all long wingers from 
this interesting study. 

Nigel Harcourt-Brown will need no 
introduction to readers (an avian specialist with 
vast experience based in Yorkshire) then gave a 
paper on an incidence of microphthalmia in 
artificially incubated faicon chicks. An 
experienced falcon breeder had produced a 
number of chicks (some 4.5%) of his production 
of that year, with one or both eyes being 
abnormally small. Careful post mortem 
investigations revealed that these eyes had failed 
to develop correctly. The incidence of this 
abnormality is rare in both falcons and poultry. All 
aspects of bird husbandry, diet etc. was identical . 
The only change had been a 0.20C increase in 
incubation temperature. Moreover it appeared 
that the thermometer used for mapping the 
incubator temperature had never had part of its 
wrapping transit material removed, so that it had 
been reading a temperature lower than it actually 
was. Research has previously shown that an 
elevated incubation temperature (even a very 
slight one), will cause developmental, including 
eye abnormalities. This was a useful paper, 
reinforcing the importance of paying attention to 
every small detail when carrying out artificial 
incubation. 

Readers will be aware that birds often be<::ome 
very rapidly sick and that for vets to restore the 
bird to normal health, they must make a specific 
diagnosis, i.e. to know exactly what is wrong with 
them so that appropriate therapy can be 
administered. Various speakers (Ulrica Hofle 

• Sporulated cyst of loryospora henryae 

from Spain, Jaime Samour from Saudi Arabia and 
Peter McKinney from the United Arab Emirates) 
all gave papers on advances in diagnostic blood 
testing in raptors. These papers covered blood 
protein, liver function, acid: base and ion 
disturbance investigations. Whilst fascinating to 
the audience they have little relevance to the 
readers of this magazine and hence are omitted 
from this article. 

Various speakers referred to ongoing research 
and clinical uses for the newly available 
disinfectant FlO. This product seems to continue 
to show great promise and application in raptors. 
John Temporely from Health and Hygiene 
(manufacturers of FlO) was present at the 
conference and discussed use of the disinfectant 
with many delegates. This disinfectant has the 
efficacy range of other well known disinfectants 
but is non corrosive to metals, is stable when 
mixed for one month and has a broad range of 
activity against bacteria, viruses and aspergillosis. 
The product is fully licensed, it is very non irritant 
and can even be breathed in or drunk by birds. 

Lastly there was a paper presented by Cheryl 
Greenacre from USA. She had conducted a study 
investigating the effect of the manual restraint of 
birds on their body temperature and respiratory 
rate. She was able to demonstrate that there was 
a statistically significant increase in body 
temperature and respiratory rate after just 5 
minutes of manual restraint. Furthermore after 
IS minutes manual restraint, the body 
temperature had risen on average 2.SoC and 
respiratory rate had increased by 95% (i.e. nearly 
doubled). Whilst we are all aware that manually 
restraining birds is stressful to them, it is useful to 
quantify just how stressed they be<::ome. The take 
home message from this study is not to manually 
restrain birds for excessive periods of time. If a 
lengthy procedure is essential, i.e. imping several 
feathers, placing a tail mount, then the keeper 
should consider splitting the restraint period into 
two or more shorter periods, or performing the 
procedure under veterinary induced anaesthetic. 

The author hopes that this article gives a 
flavour of the research and advances which are 
constantly ongoing in the field of raptor medicine. 
The tragedy is that funding and support for such 
proje<::ts is typically non existent in the UK, with 
no fuJI avian medicine and surgery departments in 
UK veterinary Universities. in contrast to the 
situation in Europe and America. 
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I was born in 1964 in 
Nottingham. I was fortunate 
that I lived on the outskirts 
of the town and that my 

house was surrounded by fields. 
Spending most of my time playing 
in the fields, it wasn't long before I 
started to t ake an interest in the 
animals and birds that I saw there. 
The primary school that I attended 
at the time took a big part in 
developing my passion for the 
natural history, as this took in 
injured animals and birds that I 
spent many hours looking after. 
Adjacent to the school there was a 
small wood that was owned by the 
local council. One of the teachers 
being interested in natural history 
gained permission to allow the 
school to develop this into a nature 
reserve. A group of the children, 
including myself, undertook the 
task of developing the wood to be 
wildlife friendly, ie. pond 
constuction and the placement of 
nest boxes a .. ound the wood fo .. 
diHe .. ent species of bi .. ds. Being 
involved in this spu .... ed on my 
inte .. est fo .. the natu .. al wo .. ld 
a .. ound me. 

First encounter 
Art has always been a big part of my life and 

drawing the birds that I saw out in the fields 
was always an ongOing passion. Birds of prey in 
particular were always an inspiration. The first 
Barn owl I encountered 

encouraging me in my interest and often 
brought me books. One in particular was the 
AA book of British Birds. To me this book was 
stunning, a great inspiration as the plates inside 
were exceptionally detailed and captured the 

softness and detail of plumaged. 
later I came across paintings by George 

Lodge and Archibald Thorburn. These artists 
gave me a new concept of art as they involved 
their animals and birds within their 

environment. I was 
was on one winters day 
when the fields were 
deep in snow and I 
remember watching the 
owl drifting over the 

My first paintings were in watere%ur 
and in the style of Thorburn and Lodge 

always good at art as a 
child and was 
encouraged to take my 
talent further by my art 
teacher at secondary 

fields searching for its next meal. Slowly as the 
years went by I spent many hours out in the 
field bird watching and learning to understand 
their characteristics . My parents were always 
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character of the birds well. Many artists 
illustrated the book, but the plates by Raymond 
Harris Ching were stunning. I copies these over 
and over again trying to produce the same 

school. But I didn't like the school environment, 
the thought of more years in education did not 
appeal to me. I didn't go to art college and so 1 
missed out on formal training in composition 
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As the years went by I became more involved with field sports, 
such as fishing, shooting and ferreting. It was then inevitable 

that along the line I would cross the path of falconry 

and art techniques. I don't regret this as most 
art courses cover a wide variety of art subjects 
and I would have lost interest and not followed 
it to the end. as the art that inspires me the 
most is wildlife art. 

First Bird 
As the years went by I became more involved 
with field sports, such as fishing. shooting and 
ferreting. It was then inevitable that along the 
line I would cross the path of falconry. When I 
did, I could not resist finding out more about 
the sport. It wasn't until I got my first house 
that I would have the chance to acquire my first 
bird. That bird was a Common Buzzard and so I 

Falconer & Wildlife Artist 
learnt a lot (rom that bird , which I called Able. 
(because was I ABLE to get her to catch 
rabbits? No!) . This was not through lack of 
trying. as I bolted rabbit after rabbit. She would 
never attempt to make contact and would veer 
off at the last minute. So an upgrade was 
needed and I purchased a Redtail. This proved 
more fun than I ever imagined. She took 
rabbits. hares and pheasants when fit . Over the 
next four years of flying the Redtail. I 
encountered through my friends the Goshawk 
and grew more excited by the challenge of this 
bird. I acquired my first Goshawk. a male that 
flew at I lib IOoz. The Goshawk and 
Sparrowhawk have become my main interest in 

the sport. I still have the Redtail and fly her at 
the beginning and at the end of the flying 
season. although this is not enough to get her 
fully fit . but I cannot face parting with her. 

Returned to Painting 
Falconry and my art seemed to take the same 
path at the same time. Having my first house 
enabled me to start my education in falconry 
and having several bare walls to full. I started to 
paint again. My first paintings were in 
watercolour and in the style of Thorburn and 
Lodge. Slowly the paintings grew in number and 
wall space ran out. At this point friends and 
relations started to ask for pictures and so my 

The Falconers & Raptor Conservation Magazine f:l) 



first commissions were undertaken. 
I started exhibiting at small country fairs. 

These went well and I got better which built 
up my confidence. Being a falconer I inevitably 
visited the falconry fair, right from its first early 
years. The art marquee, run by Chris 
Christoforou, immediately caught my eye and 
as the fairs went by, friends and my wife 
encouraged me to find out about exhibiting in 
the art marquee. 

In 1997 I approached Chris with an interest 
in joining the art marquee. I was asked to 
forward a portfolio which I did in 1998 and so 
I exhibited for the first time at the 
international falconry fair. Over the next 
couple of years, Chris gave invaluable help and 
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guidance to me and introduced me to acrylics. 
Acrylics allowed me to gain more detail and 

depth . Over the period of time that I have 
exhibited at the falconry fair, I hope I have 
gained respect as a raptor and wildlife artist, 
this has helped me to sell to clients all over the 
world. 

Working with oils 
At present I am producing some exciting work 
in oils . which I am enjoying, as they allow me 
to be free with my brush to achieve a soft but 
realistic impression. The Peregrine falcon is 
the bird that inspires me at present, as its 
beauty and sheer power is a challenge to 
capture in pai nt. 

To find out more about 
Martyn's work and 
forthcoming exhibitions 
telephone 0 I I S 961 
8980. The next 
exhibition is at 
Chatsworth Country Fair 
on 30th and 3 I st August. 
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Teachin£ 

to survive 
Joe Atkinson 
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n California, USA, golden eagles are 
very numerous, in fact. quite common. 
With a large population of deer, 
ground squirrels and black tail jack 

rabbits to prey on, the golden eagles thrive. 

With as many eagles are there are, some will 
inevitably get into trouble. Be it through injury, 
sickness or just plain bad luck. a certain percent 
wi ll need man's help to get going on their way. 
Golden eagles that had a major injury 
requiring the loss of a wing or other body part 
have little options and certainly cannot be 
returned to the wild. Adult eagles that have a 
more treatable problem, and will most likely 
fully recover, can be released, as they already 
have the skills to survive. But what about the 
very young golden eagle that either falls out of 
the nest, flies into someone's back yard, or is 
sick and recovering? These eagles pose a 
differem problem because once deemed 
physically healthy, they still do not have the 
necessary skills for survival. In the past, these 
young eagles were placed in a large flight 
chamber and offered live food, the idea being 
that they would learn enough about catching 
prey to make it, once released*. However, a 
large percentage of this group was showing up 
in re-hab centres because they were starving. 
They just did not have the skills to make it on 
their own. So. the question was what could be 
done? 

Illegal falconry used 
Dr Vicky Joseph is a avian veterinarian that 
founded CFBp, the Center for Birds of Prey. a 
rehabilitation center in conjunction with her 
veterinary practice in northern California. Dr. 
joseph and her falconer husband, Andy. realised 
that falconry could playa very importam role in 
successfully returning these young eagles to the 
wild. Through the use of falconry, young golden 
eagles could be flown and hunted for a given 
amount of time, thus allowing them to gain the 
necessary skills to survive, and then released. 
After all, falconry has been useful in returning 
many other species back to the wild ... why not 
golden eagles? 

The idea sounds very simple. However. Dr. 
joseph had a few bumps in the road to 
overcome. The first major bump was that the 
golden eagle is not a legal falconry bird in 
California. In some states, American falconers 
can. under certain conditions. fly golden eagles. 
but not in California. The second problem was 
a product of the first - if falconers can't fly 
eagles in California. then where does CFBP find 
falconers who have experience with eagles? As 
anyone who has handled a golden eagle knows. 
they are dangerous, not only to the handler, but 
also to every other animal that might come in 
comact with them. 

I have been a falconer all my life. and living in 
the foothills of California, I have come across 
many golden eagles. From the time I was a 
young college student, I have handled and flown 
golden eagles. whether in a free flight bird show 
at a local zoo or on a film location for a wildlife 

movie. Dr. joseph and t crossed paths at a local 
TV station. We both talked about golden eagles 
and one thing led to another. Soon I was to be 
one of only two falconers flying eagles in 
California for CFBP. For me, this was a dream 
come true. Although I do enjoy flying falcons at 
game, the golden eagle holds a big place in my 
heart. But please don't tell the falcons thatl 

Once the young eagle is trained, meaning it 
can be flown with a reasonable amount of 

The reason for this is that adult golden eagles. 
the females in particular, are very good are 
rolling over in mid flight and snatching the 
stooping red tail out of the air. I have witnessed 
this many times. including one time in particular 
when I was able to get the eagle to step off the 
red tail hawk before she began to eat it. That 
was one very upset red tail hawk! So, the red 
tail hawks concentrate on the immature eagles. 
One good hit, or even a glancing blow, can 

Photos by Chrlny Atkinson 

confidence that it will return, the education 
process can begin. Young eagles are shy and 
very unsure of the world, which makes sense, 
because, in the wild. mistakes can be very 
costly. For a young eagle that is learning by 
watching how its parents handle things. life is 
somewhat easier. But for a youngster that has 
only a human as an example, life will be harder 
and slower. 

Eagles and the redtail 
come together 
In California, as in other parts of the world, 
young eagles are harassed without mercy by a 
whole host of attackers. The biggest lesson 
young golden eagles must overcome is the 
almost constant attack from red tailed hawks. 
Just as the red tail is the hated enemy of the 
kestrel for the taking of young kestrels. so is the 
eagle to the red tailed hawk. I have watched 
many a young. trained eagle soaring with a red 
tail hawk stooped at it time after time. and all 
the while a kestrel is stooping just as heard at 
the red tail hawk. Adult golden eagles do not 
get too excited over the attacking red tail 
hawks. even though they could deliver a serious 
blow, sometimes causing great damage to the 
eagle. Red tail hawks seem to know that it is 
best to leave the adults alone. maybe going imo 
a not too serious stoop, just to send a message. 

freak out a young eagle to the point that 
anything and everything becomes a stooping 
red tail, even a bee or a swallow! The end 
result is that the young eagle is driven to the 
ground and is afraid to show itself for fear of 
more attacks. 

Troubled at a young age 
This. I believe, is the biggest threat to young 
golden eagles that have been released without 
being flown. The scared young eagles stop 
huming and learning and time is not their friend. 
They only have a given amoum of energy and 
strength, and once used up, they are in deep 
trouble. Flying these young golden eagles using 
falconry allows them to have all the traumatic 
experiences life has to offer, and then be called in 
and fed and ready for another day. 

To take a young and scared eagle through its 
first free flight and watch it as it learns to soar, 
gaining control of the wind. then making its first 
kill. and having played a small part in the life of 
that once scared eagle, is an experience that 
gives me immeasurable satisfaction. And to finally 
watch as the eagle flies off. a confident. skilled 
hunter with a chance to become an eagle is, for 
me, something deeper than words can express. 

· Please note that is illegal to feed a bird live game 
in an aviary in this country. 
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I began practising falconry back in 1983 when I 
started with a Kestrel and a Buzzard. (these 
were alii could afford at the time). I was still 
living at home and spent a lot of time on the 
dole. I learnt my trade with these two, flying one 
in the morning and the other in the afternoon. 
Nothing exciting but I still look back to those 
times with fond memories. 

Then work took over. Aso marriage, children, 
more work and moving around with new jobs 
meant I had no time for my birds. So I had to 
give up and concentrate on family matters (not 
easy, but it had to be done). 
Anyway, back to 1999. I settled into my new 
night job, children growing up and happy, house 
decorated (well, sort of) and wife content with 
her lot (not an easy feat) . I was now in a position 
to take up the sport again. 

I wanted to progress and I had always fancied 
a Lanner falcon, they always fly well at all the 
shows I had been to, so I thought I would pit my 
wits against a falcon (also I could not believe 
how reasonably priced they had become). 

1999-2000 Season 
I obtained the entire equipment needed, aviaries 
built and collected Xena in July, I had forgotten 
how hard it was starting from scratch again but it 
wasn't a problem. Right from the first day I was 
just so impressed with how gorgeous she was, 
She tamed easily, training went well and she was 
soon flying free . I hadn't lost my touch! I did have 
a bit of trouble getting the hood on, having not 
done this before, but with a bit of patience and 
timing I slowly improved. I confess to finding this 
a very fidderty process. I worked on her fitness 
and did not really bother about hunting. I had 
read the books, watched videos and realised that 
we did not have the correct quarry to go after; 
Lanners are intelligent and would only hunt if 
they felt they could kill easily. So I was just happy 
to see her fly well. I wanted to see good height, 
waiting on well and a good work out to the lure. 
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The first thing that I noticed was how the 
weather affected her perionnance. If the 
conditions were bright, with no wind, she 
would soar away, sometimes just becoming a 
dot in the sky. Then it was a question of how 
long my nerve could hold out until I lured her 
in. I think back to those times now, she must 

have some distance away because she would 
always drop down at distance. Then it was a 
case of how long she took to get back to me, 
but bad weather. i.e. cloudy, windy and cold, 
she would fly but stay close and just wait for 
the lure, a little disappointing to how I 
imagined her flying, again comparing her 
to the Lanners I had seen flown at the 
falconry shows. 

I stayed at the same flying ground a short 
distance from my home and was fairly content 
with what I had achieved. I had put a lot of time 
into her and she was very pleasing to watch.We 
had 167 trips out with no kills. 

2000-2001 Season 
The first half of the year was pretty much as I'd 
left the last. Retraining was no problem after the 
moult and we soon got into the swing of things 
again. I felt we had both improved - my lure 
swinging and her flying. But then I had a bit of 
luck. I had managed to negotiate some new 
flying ground. This was a large pig farm set in a 
valley. It has to be two and half miles long, about 
a mile wide with grass fields sloping up both 
sides. Excellent for flying as you can watch her 
soar, making height and was genuinely a nice 
area. The one thing I didn't take any real notice 
of, apart from the fact that we could scare them 
all off for a while, was the rooks and gulls. They 
loved it here: no exaggeration there has to be 
SOO+every afternoon at around 2.30pm. The 
farmer feeds the pigs and the rooks come in 
from all different directions. 

It was in November that she is just getting fit , 
but today Xena pushed off. She has disappeared 
before, maybe for 10 minutes or so, but always 
came back looking for me, so after 20 minutes I 
was starting to worry. The rooks were going 

mad in the distance. much more than usual so 
this was the direction I headed. 

I actually had to get out the telemetry. This 
was the first time I'd used it and it took me the 
best part of an hour wandering around, 
following the signal. I knew I was getting closer 
but she had headed back towards the village a 
couple of miles away and it was awkward to get 
[0 where I needed to be. Then I spotted her. I 
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lured her in but she was a little apprehensive. As 
she got closer I could see she had a full crop. J 

couldn't believe it. r threw the lure out and 
retrieved her. I was so cross; her first kill and I 
had missed it. I had no proof, except for the big 
black pellet the next day. It had to be a rook. 

We carried on through the season and she 
continued to be a display bird just for me. But 
she caught three rooks, one I saw her take in a 
tree (as he had just perched), the other cwo I 
had to track her down. NQ[hing happened close 
or in view. I guessed she was taking them in trees 
and bushes because I always came across her 
next (0 these. never in the open. If I could get 
there fast enough I could help her, but I 

October - I 
November - 2 
December - 2 
January - 2 
February - 0 
March - 6 
Notice six kills in March, before I put her down 
to moult. She just clicked. This was six kills out 
of I 3 trips out. When the whole season was I 3 
kills out of 97 trips, but are the rooks not harder 
to catch in March, when they are 
fitter? It makes no sense. When 
she's in the mood I have seen 
some great chases, I have 
watched rooks dive into pigpens, 

Sometimes she would just fly straight into 
them, taking the quarry as they took off 

from the ground and sometimes she made 
height and soared 

wondered how many had got away. Foot and 
mouth cut in just as things were starting to 
get interesting. We had I 21 trips out, three 
kills and three escapees. 

20ot - 2002 
Once again this season we both improved. 
The one thing I had learnt was that she 
needed to be fit to tackle rooks. Basic stuff I 
know, but what I mean is you could tell if she 
had missed a few days through bad weather. 
I still could not put my finger on what 
triggered her to be in the mood to hunt so 

I tried lowering and increasing her weight but 
this did not seem to really matter. She made 
kills from 1.4 - 1.70z and 1 really think she just 
picked flights herself. She knew if she had a 
chance or not. 10 rooks, two jackdaws and 
one wood pigeon were our total for the 
season. The other thing I had noticed was that 
all the rooks were immature (black faces) so 
these were obviously easier to handle than the 
older birds. 

under water troughs, or even under a pig. 
Anything to avoid capture. 

It is just so puzzling that she can soar around 
them one day and take one out the next. 
97 trips out and 13 kills. 

2002 - 2003 
I started retraining at the end of September. By 
the end of October we already had I I rooks. I 
couldn't believe it, and better still, I was getting 
to see a lot of the chases. She was now taking 
them in the open and I could see her different 
styles. Sometimes she would just fly straight into 
them, taking the quarry as they took off from the 
ground and sometimes she made height and 
soared. Then you could see her slip into another 
gear and speed off, and you knew she had one in 
her sights. 

As before there were times when I had to 
track her down but at this moment in time I was 
on top of the world and really thought I had 
cracked it. Yet again they were all first year 
rooks. 

She was coping with them a lot better; she had 
developed a headlock that Mick McManus would 
have been proud of. Then she went off the boil 
again, only four birds during 
November/December. So frustrating. 
Some days she really tried and I had seen some 
enjoyable chases, other days she was happy just 
to float around. I felt as though I was back to 
square one. 
December and January the telemetry conked out 

September -
October -
November -
December -
January -
February -
March -
April-

- no flying. 
In the months of February 
and March we were fighting 
fit again, but no joy with 
rooks. 

This brings us up to date; 
she looks great and is really 
fit. We get out most 
afternoons but with the odd 
chase thrown in it's been 
very disappointing. I 
thought, perhaps we have 
over hawked the pig farm 
and the rooks have become 

used to us. 
retraining 
2 rooks, 20 trips 
2 rooks, I 2 trips 
I rook, 6 trips 
I rook, 7 trips 
o rooks, 21 trips 
I rook, 25 trips 
I rook, II trips 

I carried on hawking into April to try and make 
up for some of the time we had lost when the 
telemetry was on the blink and also to make the 
most of the good weather. 

I have seen some super soaring and that first 
stoop to the lure has been breath taking. As for 
the rooks - she had a few chases, she even 
chased a partridge one day, which was a first. 
That's another season over, here's looking 
forward to the next! 

Summary 
In the last four seasons you can see the steady 
progress Xena has made. We have stuck at it 
through thick and thin. 

I hate the phrase "on her day", but it really is a 
case of on her day she is a cracking little falcon. 
Her size is against her and I'm sure there have 
been many occasions when the cloud of rooks 
attacking her on the ground has pushed her off 
her victim. 

I know I do not always get to see the action, 
but you can hear the roar go up and she can 
sometimes be half a mile away. Getting over to 
her to help can be very difficult. 
The weather is also of great importance for her 
to go well. I have made mistakes but all's well 
that end's well. Sometimes I get carried away 
and expect too much of her, rooks are a tough 
quarry and I would hate to see her hurt. 

So there you have it. I can now put away my 
spell checker, give back the borrowed pen and I 
will keep you informed of further developments. 
I am sure there will be much more to come. 
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T he last flights of the game 
hawking/shooting season 
are usually spectacular, as 
the game that have 

survived are usually of the highest 
quality. Strong and wily, the fittest 
birds will usually make up the 
breeding pairs for the spring. The 
hawks are usually good too, as they 
have a season behind them and 
have worked out strategies to out-
manoeuvre seasoned birds. 

GP (General Purpose) - my gyr/peregrine - in his 
first year, flew as good as an older bird and got 
very deadly towards the end of the season. 
The last day was on a keepered estate, where 
red-leg pargridge ruled the day. He'd already 
knocked a grey down which had escaped into 
cover, so I was trying to find a good set-up for 
his last flight. Ash, myoid pointer, was 
working a massive field of onions when he 
came on point. I released GP who made his 
way up effortlessly. At around 500ft he 
circled, waiting for the flush - but red-legs 
being red-legs, they 
had run! I urged the 
dog on but even after 
a few hundred yards 
they still did not flush. 
Meanwhile, a bunch 
of wood pigeons had 
caught GP's eye and 

he had flown off to investigate. At this point the 
partridges decided to go. Well out of position, GP 
spotted them and turned. Instead of stooping at 
an angle from where he was half a mile away, he 
shot across the sky at the same pitch until within a 
few hundred yards of the departing birds. One 
partridge decided to leave the covey and make for 
cover: Mistake! He turned over and dropped like 
a teardrop. The partridge was dead when we 
arrived. Moulting time! 

Of all GP's flights, his most dramatic was on 
another estate where partridge, duck and 
pheasant were in plentiful supply. The keeper said 
that a wild peregrine falcon had been seen 
regularly of late. Cover had prevented the 
conclusion of a successful flight at partridges, so he 
suggested we tried for ducks. A small pond in the 
middle of a field usually held a few. So we made 

our way there. It was GP's last flight. as time was 
pressing. As I unhooded him he stared intently 
into the sky. A dot became bigger and 
materialised. It was the peregrine. She flew past at 
about 400ft. I put the hood back on GP until she 
had disappeared (to our eyes!). When I struck the 
hood, he again stared intently in the direction that 
the peregrine had disappeared. Even with 
binoculars I couldn't see anything, so I released 
him. We were a few hundred yards from the 
pond so nothing had been disturbed. GP shot 
straight up in the direction the falcon had taken. 
At about 3/4 mile and 800ft up. the falcon was 
seen again. GP was with her in a flash! They 
circled each other kekking. To bring him back 
over, the other falconers present and myself swung 
lures frantically. He wasn't interested. This was a 
much more entertaining game, wooing a big 

female! I urged the keeper to flush anything that 
might be on the pond in the hope that it would 
bring him back over and we might flush a late one. 
The keeper ran across the fie ld and flushed half a 
dozen mallard that were hiding in the reeds. 

Looking back towards the hawks, only the 
falcon (presumably) could be seen. The sound of 
tearing paper issued from the same direction. The 
bird got bigger as he stooped at an acute angle 
towards us. He was definitely doing more than 
I OOmph as he flashed past. The ducks were going 
well too. They were well out and going top speed. 
GP knocked the tail end Charlie out as if it was 
standing stil1- which was a large mallard duck! 

Sometimes the last flight of a falcon's career can 
end not as antiCipated. My first peregrine/saker 
falcon turned out to be the best cock pheasant 
killer I'd ever had. Female peregrines had been 

excellent but they had lost a lot on the ground 
after knocking them down. This is where the 
saker part of the hybrid came into play. She was 
really tough on the ground - reminiscent of a 
goshawk. If a cock and hen were flushed together, 
she'd always take the cock. In her third season she 
had a good bag already under her belt when we 
made a last trip to some ground that had been 
earmarked for development. A few wooden 
marker pegs had even been stuck in the ground. 
Ash. the pointer, worked out into the middle of 
what was a weed seed field. He jack-knifed on 
point. dead centre. The hybrid was released and 
my falconer friend and myself sat back to watch 
the flight. The pheasant would have to fly a couple 
of hundred yards to cover so it should be a good 
flight. She went out and turned at 1/4 mile, rising 
in the wind all the time. Most of her kills were not 
from great pitches as her wing loading was such 
that she could fly down and catch them with 
relative ease. As she came over. a small flock of 
wood pigeon floated slowly under her. disturbed 
from the field . This was too good to resist. She 
turned over. and stooped from about 400ft. which 
was a good pitch for her. The pigeons flared and 

Ellis Phythian 

she picked one out. The birds merged with the 
cover at the end of the stoop. Had she caught it? 
We ran over to find nothing. not even a feather. A 
search in the general area revealed the falcon was 
dead! I picked her up and walked back along her 
line of flight. A marker peg lay on the ground. She 
had hit it 1/2" from the top where it had stuck up 
through the grass. A crushed skull had killed her 
instantly. 

Looking around. we noticed that Ash was still 
on point. My friend was flying a tiercel. but I still 
urged him to fly the point as it could tum out to be 
a partridge. The tiercel made a good pitch, we 
flushed a pheasant. The tiercel acknowledged it 
but it was too big for him. 

Had the hybrid been flying it would have put the 
quarry in the bag. 
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s o you've got your land, 
built the weathering for 
your hawk, actua lly 
acquired the bird, and want 
to get out in the field . 

It's then that falconers start thinking about 
what vehicle they should buy. and the natural 
assumption is that it should be something with 
four wheel drive. But it doesn't have to be unless 
you intend to do a lot of off-road work. Provided 
you aren't dealing with masses of ruts or boggy 
ground. then an ordinary estate car might suffice. 
or maybe something like a Subaru. 

True, the Land Rovers, Range Rovers, and 
Toyota Land Cruisers of this world look the part 
and are superb at getting to places other vehicles 
cannot reach. But they cost a lot to buy. a bundle 
to run, and are not that practical as everyday 
transport, a factor you need to bear in mind if 

you can't run to the luxury of two cars. 
Assuming that you can, or that you can cope 

with a bulky four wheel drive as your main car, 
then what should your choice be? 

life is not as easy as it may seem at this point. 
There's a vast choice but not all are suitable for 
the hard life you have in mind. Doubli ng as a 
family car may mean you have to choose 
something with a bit of comfort. On the other 
hand, if this is to be purely a vehicle for hawking, 
then a more utilitarian approach will be the 
order of the day. 

A short or long wheelbase land Rover could 
be your ideal hunting partner. There's room for a 
boxed bird or two plus dogs and ferrets and if 
you buy a long wheelbase model you can take a 
few people along, too. 

Now known as the Defender, the o riginal 
style land Rover is a hard worker but the best 
buys probably come between 1990 and 1998, 
when land Rove r used ilS own Tdi series 

engines, fi rst the 200 and then the 300. The 300 
is slightly more powerful but most land Rover 
experts will tell you the 200 is more durable, and 
that's what you want. So in the land Rover 
stakes, you can narrow the field down from 
1990 to 1994, which should get you a vehicle 
that 's affordable. Budget £5,000 to £6,000 to get 
a good one. Condition is more important than 
age, so price guides are not a re liable indicator of 
true values. Study some of the specialist four 
wheel drive magazines or check your local Auto 
Trader for a few weeks. 

Do n't think that because land Rovers have 
aluminium panels rust is not a problem. The 
chassis and bulkhead at the front of the cab are 
made of steel and these can go rotten quite 
quickly. The good thing is that Land Rovers are 
built like Meccano kilS and you can chop off the 
bad bilS and weld in new ones. With plenty of 
pattern part suppliers around , the bits are not 
expensive. What you should try to avoid is any 

When you w ant to 
land Rover made after the 1998 
introduction ofthe TdS engine. It's 
great while it's going well but I've 
heard some horror anecdotes 
about it. It 's also computer 
controlled everywhere you want 



to look while older Landies can be 
fixed with a bag of spanners and a 
couple of screwdrivers, much easier 
in a muddy field than wondering how 
to connect up the diagnostics plug! 

The other good thing about 
choosing a four wheel drive is that 
now's a good time to buy one. The 
market is depressed as the weather's 
good - or as good as it gets in Britain, 
more likely - but as soon as October 
and November come around a hint 
of bad weather means that 
everyone's looking for 4x4s again, 
And if you buy one now, you have 
time to fit it out just as you want. 
Some clever lateral thinking will 
mean you pack a load of gear even 
into a short wheelbase Land Rover. 

There's plenty of japanese tackle 
in the 4x4 sector, vehicles like the 

built like a car, and often fitted with light 
shades of interior trim, they can soon 
look more like a dog than your GSP. 

Among the ranks of ordinary estate 
cars, my favourites would be the Peugeot 
406, Ford Mondeo, and Volkswagen 
Passat, although not necessarily in that 
order. 

Diesels will offer the best running 
costs, but the earlier Mondeo diesels are 
rough to drive, Later Mondeos with the 
TDCi engine are much sweeter but they 
are still the wrong side of £ I 0,000. The 
406 is fine and has good diesel engines, 
but my money would be on the Passat, 
which has a strong body, good trim, and 
excellent diesel engines, just the 
combination you should be looking for. It 
also has a roomy load bay but, as with all 
these estates, make sure you bird boxes 
or cadges will fit in the back. 

get out in the field ... 
Maurice Hardy 

Mitsubishi Shogun and Isuzu Trooper. 
The latter has always been bought as 
a workhorse, so early ones may now 
be suffering a bit from heavy use. 
The Shogun is very popular as a used 
grey import from japan - you' ll see 
plenty of these around and the 

giveaway is often the Pajero name 
badge and the small bonnet-

mounted rear view mirror 
on the nearside. Shoguns 

like this can be fine, but 
bear in mind that you'll 

be able to make few 
checks on their 
histories and that 
not all the parts may 
be easily available 
when the thing 
inevitably breaks. 
Shoguns also 
seem to be 

popular with 
thieves and I know 

two falconers living in 
the same small town 

who have had theirs 
stolen. 

Where estate cars are 
concerned, the obvious 

hybrid between big 4x4s and the 
ordinary models comes from Subaru. 
These cars, not all of which actually 
have 4x4 systems, so watch out, will 
tackle some pretty rough going and 
the beauty of them is that they are 
light enough not to cut up the 
ground. The downside is that being 

Those of you who are really lucky 
and qualify for a company car, or maybe 
have their own businesses that are VAT 
registered, may also like to spare a 
thought for the latest generation of 
double cab pick-ups. 

The Mitsubishis are the biggest 
sellers, but are also cursed with a big 
thirst, and the Toyotas have long lost 
their supremacy in this sector, although 
they still command good values 
secondhand. 

Of the current crop of pick-ups, the 
Nissan Navara is probably the best. It has 
a 2.5 litre turbodiesel engine and rides 
better than its opponents, so you shou ld 
arrive in the field without finding that you 
hawk's tail has been shaken out on the 
way there. 

The advantage for company car 
users is that these pick-ups are classed 
as commercial vehicles for taxation 
purposes at the moment, so you 
don't pay anything like the personal 
tax penalties that you do with a car. 
For VAT-registered people there's also 
the possibility of claiming back your 
VAT, provided the vehicle has a payload 
of more than one tonne. Check 
carefully, as while the current new 
ones do some of the older used ones 
don't. 

Stick a hard top on the back of your 
pick-up and you have a really versatile 
vehicle that will double as family car and 
workhorse too. just watch the bone-
hard ride and the dodgy wet weather on-
road handling, that's all . 

Falconers & Raptor Conservation Magazine G 



I realise that I am very fortunate in that my pursuit of falconry takes me 
to some fascinating places around the world and a great many Interesting 
locations here in the UK. As well as enjoying seeing a wide selection of 
trained hawks and falcons being flown at various quarry species I have 

also been fortunate enough to have had the opportuntty to see varloLlS wild 
raptors in their natural environment. 

The raptors I have seen vary considerably and 
cover spe<:ies from the magnificent Golden eagle 
down to the beautiful. but diminutive, Taita falcon. 
As my own personal falconry preference is for 
flying longwings then it is only natural that thiS 
preference should follow through in my 
enthusiasm for watching wild hawks. I have been 
lucky enough to have observed Gyrs, Peregrines, 
Barbaries, Sakers, Lanners, Hobbies. Merlfns, 
Taira's, Prairies. Aplomado's, Bat falcons, Kestrels 
(both European and American) Laughing and 
Collared Forest falcons. Although the last two 
species are not what most falconers would think 
of as falcons. 

On the hawk front , I have been fortunate 
enough to observe Goshawks. Sparrowhawks, 
Red Breasted Sparrowhawks. Gabor Goshawks. 
Sharp Shins. Coopers, Redtails, Harris Hawks. 
Ferruginous. Pale Chanting Goshawks, Auger 
Buzzards. Omate and Black Hawk eagles. 

My eagle observations are somewhat limited as 
they do not hold a massive appeal to me as a 
falconer and therefore I have never gone out of 
my way to go and observe them in the wild. 
NormaJly I have seen them as an incidental whilst 
being in pursuit of falconiforme of some 
description or other. Those I have been lucky 
enough to see are Golden, Black, Tawny, Steppe. 
Martial, Crowned, Bald. Snake. African Fish and 
Bateluer. 

Eaqles in Mexico ... 
Whilst I appreciate that eagles are magnificent 
birds of prey, and have nothing but admiration for 
those that fly them well in suiQble country. they 
just don't tend to exdte me in the traIned state. 
Nevertheless. I do have several memories of 
encounters with wild eagies that do stand out in 
my memory though. When hawking in Mexico a 
few years ago a pair of Golden eagles put on a 
magnificent flying display that lasted all of 20 
minutes. It was a very hot aftemoon in a steep 
valley just south of Agauscalientes. Our party 
were flying a team of intermewed passage 
Peregrines at ducks. We had stopped to take a 
drink and to let the buming heat of the midday 
pass before continuing with our sport. We spotted 

a female Golden eagle soaring over a ridge at a 
$onsiderable height. She hit a thennaJ and rapidly 
gained height until it was getting difficult to spot 
her with the naked eye. 

All of a sudden she closed her wings and 
stooped till he was just over the ridge again and 
then glided effortlessly along it. Then she hit 
another thermal and went up again. she did so 
a melee drifted across and joined her. The pair 
then proceeded to perform the most amazing 
aerobatlc manoeuvres all across the sky. They 
would stoop together and then rise back up to a 
tremendous height again. They did this repeatedly 
untr1 the male broke away and flew down to the 
ridge and was lost from sight for a couple of 
minutes. When we did spot him again he was 
working his way back up to get level with the 
female. But this time he had a stick held firmly in 
his beak. When he reached the female he 
dropped the stick and then stooped after it. 

Having recovered the stick he flew back up 
with it and dropped it again. Twice more he 
repeated this display of prowess to his would be 
partner before eventually letting the stick fall to 
the ground. Eventually the pair drifted off and left 
us to get on with our hawking. But as an example 
of controlled and powerful flight it had been a 
stunning example. 

... and Scotland 
Another slighdy more fleeting encounter with a 
Golden eagle was In Scodand a couple of years 
ago. Whilst driving along a dual carriageway in 
Perthshire my eye was drawn to a covey of 
grouse that crested a rise to one side of the car. A 
Golden eagle was in hot pursuit and was stoOping 
at the covey just like a falcon. To see such speed 
and manoeuvrability in so large a predator was 
very impressive. Many people think that eagles are 
lumbering creatures with no great speed or 
finesse In their fligh t. Those that think like that are 
very much mistaken. 

Eaqles on the hunt in Africa 
Eagles, generally speaking, are master of the air 
and lords of all they survey. Often making 
spectacular kills in fine style using their raw power. 





T he Hawk & Owl Trust 
was formed in the 
sixties by a group of 
conservation minded 

falconers, including Jemima 
Parry Jones's late father 
Phillip Glasier. It is the only 
charity in the UK dedicated to 
the conservation of all birds 
of prey and owls and is now a 
leading advisor to landowners 
and government departments 
on issues aHecting this group 
of birds. 

The Trust prides itself in its active work. including 
its nestbox projects, where thousarJds of wooden 
best boxes have been installed around the country 
for Bam 0Nts, Tawny ONls, Unle ONls, Kestrels 
and in some cases, Peregrine and Osprey. 
Combined with a sustained effort to encourage 
landowners to create vole rich habitat, this work 
has been of tremendous benefit to declining birds 
such as the Bam Owl. 

The Trust also researches persecution issues 
affecting different raptor species and the results are 
presented to government and other bodies. 

Ian McGuire -
Chairman South 
Glos & North 
Bristol Group 

Projects covered in the past 
include Peregrine/Racing 
Pigeon conflicts, the effects 

Working for the conservation ora ll birds of prey and thei r habitats. 

of Hen Harriers on Grouse populations and the 
decline of farmland birds, relating to the 
Sparrowhawk. The Trust is currently campaigning 
against the shooting of raptors in the 
Mediterranean, where hundreds of 
Honey Buzzards, Harriers, Eagles and 
Osprey are shot whilst on migration. 

With just a small number of paid 
staff, the work of the Trust is 
supported by a network of 
volunteers in various parts of the 
country. Local groups run local 
nestbox projects, hold regular slide 
shows and organise events where there is an 
opportunity to educate landowners and the public 
in bird of prey conservation. These enthusiastic 
volunteers also assist in surveys. 

In 200 I , the Trust acquired the shooting rights to 
Sculthorpe Fen in Norfolk, and the Trust's first 
reserve was opened. This important site has 
breeding Marsh Harriers and Bam Owls, with Hen 
Harriers regularly seen. Funding enabled the 

appointment of a Norfolk Conservation Officer, 
and the reserve is now run by the newly formed 
HOT Norfolk Group. The Trust hopes to raise 
enough money in the future to open more 

reserves, where it can then extend it's 
education and conservation programmes. 

Despite it's standing in UK 
conservation, the Hawk and Owl 
Trust has a membership of only 2000. 
Ie is working hard to raise it's public 
profile and encourage bird of prey 

enthusiasts to become members and 
support it's work. With a single member 

rate of just £ 15. membership of the Trust is 
great value and gives free entry to local group 
events through the year, an opportunity to get 
involved in the practical conservation work and a 
twice yearly colour 'Peregrine' magazine. A 
membership form and more details of the Trust's 
work can be found on the Trust's website at 
'vVWW.hawkandowLorg or by ringing Barbara 
Handley on (01761) 4620 17. 

Join us today · 
we need your support The Fa/coners & Raptor 

Conservation Magazine 
Yes, I would like to help conserve threatened 

wild birds of prey and their habitats 
by joining The Hawk and Owl Trust 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss) ............................................ ................ . 

Initials ........................ Surname ............ ................ ......... .. . 

Address .................................. ...... ..................................... . 

Postcode .. ............................................... .......................... . 

I ENCLOSE A CHEQUE/PO PAYABLE TO 
THE H AWK AND OWL T RUST FOR £ ....................................... .. 

Individual [15.00 0 Student (U-2 1) 0 
Family £ 18.00 0 (P/e'J!.e fide) 

Send this form with payment to: 
The Hawk and Owl Trust 

I I St, Mary 's Close, 
Abbotskerswell, Newton Abbot TQ 12 SQF 

f%) The Falconers & Rapeor Conservation Magazine 

has teamed up with Webscribe to provide you with an 
interactive website where you can buy and view your sub-

scription online and at your leisure. 

To subscribe online and get Falconers & Raptor 
Conservation Magazine delivered to your door, go to 

'IY'VNoJ.webscrjbe co,uk and find us under Sport. Just click 
on the 'Falconers & Raptor Mag' and following the online 

instructions. 

Available to all Falconers' Subscribers! 
If you already subscribe to Falconers' you can now look at 
your subscription status whenever you want. Your online 

account gives you details on the publication and despatch 
dates of the current issues and it will tell you when your 

subscription is going to expire. You can also change your 
delivery address details and when its time to renew, you 

can do that online too. To look at your subscription 
account, visit WWIN webscrjbe,co.uk and click on 

'Subscribers' then log in using your unique Subscription ID 
and Password. 

For further information subscriptions to Falconers & Raptor 
Conservation magazine and to find out your unique 

Subscription I D/Password , please contact us on 

01442 879097 
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F alconer, conservationist 
and legendary display 
giver, Jemima Parry-
Jones, was caught 

unawares at the Falconry Fair 
(4th May) when Marie-Louise 
Laschallas, founding president 
of the Campaign for Falconry, 
presented her with an 
engraved decanter on behalf 
of the UK's falconers and bird 
of prey keepers. Mima, as she 
is popularly known, leaves the 
UK at the end of the year for 
a new opportunity in America, 
and will stand down as the 
chairman of the Hawk Board. 

In her typically blunt style, Jemima 
said: '" was staggered. To be recognised by 
your peers is very humbling. something I don't 
have much of a record of! I hope that I have 
made a contribution to the future of falconry 
through my chairmanship of the Hawk Board, 
and, through the National Birds of Prey 
Centre, to conservation and a better 
understanding of raptors the world over." 

" I have marched, argued, cajoled and, on 
occasion, pleaded for birds of prey. It has 
been fun and frustrating in equal measures 
and. perhaps, has made some small 
contribution to the future of falconry." 

Second presentation 
at Falconry Fair 
Campaign for Falconry (CfF) treasurer, Derek 
Starkie presented Neil Forbes FRCVS with a 
cheque for £ I 000 as a substantial contribution 
to his research into the clinical disease caused 
by a protozoa l parasite named 'Caryospora' . 
Caryospora is a type of coccidia. Forbes and 
others have previously demonstrated that it is 
the single largest cause of death in merlins and 
is responsible for the disease and, on 
occasion. the death of a significant number of 
young falcons. Indeed Caryospora is the 
commonest parasitic disease of falcons . The 
parasi te can affect owls. but is commonest in 
falcons. It has not been recorded to affect 
hawks in the UK. 

Forbes' research project has until now 
been entirely self·funded and the Campaign's 
contribution constit utes some 10% of the 
li kely overall cost. 

Campaign chairman, Terry Large . said: 
"There were many reasons why we set up the 
CfF and this is one of the most important. It's 
all very well fighting for the right to keep and 
fly birds of prey. but it is also cri tical to ensure 
th eir good health . Neil has been a long· term 
supporter of falconry and is one of the 
greatest authorities of raptor medicine. We 
are thrilled to be able to provide him with 
some tangible assistance." 

Campaign for 
Falconry 

Nick Kester 
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Binderrs 
Binders for your favourite falconry 
magazine are now available. 
To order, just fill in the order form below. 

falconerrs 
DiaFies 

Keep a day-to-day record of your birds' life with subjects 
such as weight, food given and quarry taken. Write 
down your comments for future reference. This is an 
essential diary for falconers everywhere. 

onIV:QS.15 + E.1.25 P&P 

TELEPHONE OROERS TAKEN ON (01202) 659930 between the hours of 9.00am - 5.00pm. 
Outside these hours your order will be recorded on an answerphone FAX ORDERS TAKEN ON (01202)659950 
Or please fill in the details ticking the relevant boxes, a photocopy will be acceptable to save you cutting your treasured copy! 
To: PW Publishing ltd., Arrowsmith Court, Stalion Approach, Broadstone, Dorset BH18 8PW. 
Please send me 0 binderls)@£8.75 eac h + £1.25 P&P. Please send me 0 diary(ies)@£7.00 eac h + £1.25 P&P. 

PAYMENT DETAILS 
I enclose my Cheque/Postal Order- for £. ............................. . 
made payable to P'W Publishing ltd. (*Delete as necessary) Name ................................................ .... ........ .... ............................. .. 
or please debit my AccesWisa/Amex card No. 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I Address .................................................................... . = ! >'/Sol I ;7.:@ Expiry Date ..... ... 

I I I I I I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1,---,----,--,---,1 IT] 
lSI Switch Start Date ....... Postcode ........................ . 
Switch Issue Number (i f on card) ....................... .... ...... ..... ..... ....... . . 
Switch Expiry Date .............. Signature Daytime Tel. No..................................... .. .. ....... ..... . ................... ......... : , 
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OTSWOLD 
'--'1 Wildlife Park 

- and Gardens 

• ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 
• PICNIC AREAS & CAFETERIA 

• NARROW GAUGE 
RAILWAY 
• CHILDRENS FARMYARD 

from ANTS to WHITE RHINOS and 
BATS to the BIG CATS in 160 acres of 

landscaped parkland. 
Also, Birds of Prey demonstrations 

all weekends from 19th/20th July through to 
30th/31st August. 

www.cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk 
Burford. Oxon OX18 4JW 

Telephone: (01993) 823006 

Open daily from 10.00am. 
Mid-way between Oxford & Cheltenham 

o Established ten years - family owned 

o RUN FOR FALCONERS by falconers 

o Suppliers to major breeders, zoos and 
collections 

o Top QUALITY chicks, quail & rodents 

o All our products are carefully selected, 
packed and blast frozen by Honeybrook 
Animal Foods 

o Major sponsors of the CAMPAIGN FOR 
FALCONRY tirelessly working on behalf 
of EU falconers and raptor keepers 

o Raptor Retum - FREE registration, FREE 
rings, FREE 1.0. tags, FREEPHONE for 

Honeybrook Animal Foods 
for all your raptor's needs 

r) ..... r-'J .->-j ..... r) 
J ...1"'::: -.-:oj ::0 ...::: J ...1 

The and found agency 

Register it BEFORE you lose it! 

new IBR DIRECTORY 
VOLUME 62Q03.2004 

n..oo .. t1 .. ,1'l.8' --* Closed Breeders Rings * Telephone Rings * Registration - £10 for 3 years cover 
* Documents & Certificates of Captive Breeding 

* Lost, Found & Stolen Database for all birds of prey. 

Tel: 0870 608 8500 
Email : jenny@ibr.org.uk www.ibr.org.uk 

WHAT HAVE YOU GOT TO LOSE? 
IT COSTS NOTHING TO REPORT A LOST BIRD. 

The White House Business Centre = 
Hatton Green, Warwick, CV35 7LA 
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T he last flights of the game hawking/shooting season are 
usually spectacular, as the game that have survived are 
usually of the highest quality. Strong and wily, the fittest 
b irds will usually make up the breeding pairs for the spring. 

The hawks are usually good too, as they have a season behind them 
and have worked out strategies to out-manoeuvre seasoned birds. 

Behind bars at H .M .P Elmley on the Isle of 
Sheppey. lays the newest and most innovative 
education programme combining birds of prey 
and key skills. 
It took two and half years of blood. sweat and 
major grovelling skills, but on Saturday 21 st June 
2003 The Elmley Raptor Education Programme 
was linaliy officially opened by David Van D ay. 
The day was a huge success with over 100 visitors 
including. Dr Nick Fox. Dr Mike Nichols, Lee 
Holmes from the Hawking Centre and Wesley 
Moon from Eagle Heights. 
Senior Officer Dave Green, a keen falconer 
himself. put the project in motion after meeting 
with an ex·prisoner who had taken up falconry 
and had since learnt to read and write, but more 
importantly through the love of the birds had not 
re·offended for some fifteen years. 
Gaining permission from the Governor to use a 
waste pie<:e of ground within the prison walls was 
the first hurdle. A business plan was put together, 
along with the promise that most of the centre 
could be established without cost to the 
governor's budget, and would eventually with any 
luck be self-supportive, so the permission was 
granted and work began. 
A team of specially selected inmates were chosen 

El) The Falconers & Raptor Conservation Magazine 

to help build and organise the centre and a 
barrage of begging letters sent out to companies, 
large and small and many individuals within the 
hawking world asking for help of any kind. 
With the exception of just a few, everybody w ho 
received a letter was more than generous and 
everything from the buildings down to the grass 
seed, to the incubators and the aaual birds were 
donated or given at COSt. In today 's world this in 
itself I find amazing. 
Both Dr. Nick Fox. and Mike Nichols from 
Canterbury University fully support this 
programme, and along with Dave Green and the 
Open College Network. are currently putting 
together the education and correspondence 
courses that will be available not only to 
prisoners. but eventually to anyone wishing to 
gain qualifications in this way. 
The aims and hopes of The Elm[ey Raptor 
Education Programme is to provide a sanauary 
behind bars where staff can go and relax and 
w here offenders can learn to care for and fly the 
birds, in a controlled space, and learn key skills 
such as numerousy. literacy and communication, 
thus gaining qualifications and life skills to help 
them after their release. 
Less Clime. less victims. 



If you have birds of prey, you need to insure them 
with the UK's longest established bird insurers. We 

have been insuring birds since 1982 and the specialist 
policy is undenvritten by Lloyds. 

Ca\'cr far dC;Hh, VCIS fces, lheft , fire, storm. tempest. malicious 
damage, vermin att;tck. etc. 

(VelS fees up to £2500 per claim with a .£12.00 excess) 

Cost: £15.75 per £100 value of the bird. 

Non-relLl rn is where we pay half the Sllm insured if yau ;tre 
out nyi ng the bird and il doesn ' t ret urn to you - costs an extnt 

£2.62 per £ 1 00 

l'a)111enl Cim be madc by cheque. crcdit card or by monthl ), direct 
debit instaHrnenl pbn. 

CAu. us TODAY A,"I;U ASK f OR \ 'O UK n J u . nIRDCOVt;R INt'O I'_\ CK. 

Telephone freephone 0800 015 4484 
Fax: 01981 240451 

GOLDEN VALLEY INSURANCE 
The Olde Shoppe, Ew)'as Harold, Herefordshire HR2 OES 

E-mail: g..insur.lncc@ao1.com 

1\dve,nisemems are expecre?to conform {Q rules and standards n laId down by the AdvertisIng Standards Authority. Most do. 
The few that don't we'd like you to write in about. 

And if you'd lil<e a copy of these rules for press, poster and 
cinema advertisements, please send for our booklet. It's free. 

The Advertising Standards AuthOrity., 
We're here to put it right. 

ASA Ltd. , 2 Torrington Place. London WCIE 7HW 

RQ 1M 
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Going away? Who is going to 
look after your Birds of Prey? 

WE WILL 
Birds are kept in secure surroundings and 
specialist feeding requirements can be met. 
Birds are tethered in weathering during the 
day and shelf perched in a secure building at night. 
We also have a superb German Wirehaired Pointer dog 
ava ilable for stud, 

For details contact Tony Bryant on 01454 294258 (Glos) 
Mobile 07770 580687 
E-mai l: tonshei@aol.com www.raptorcare.biz 

tstwtald :FinntracR!r 'Telemetry rwuJ 
'DO'W?£ in prial 
P(ease caff for illfo all nail 
Sll!.!ems, 

, to (fisC llSS the off 
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O ver many years of 
keeping and being 
responsible for many 
predatory birds, I 

have tried to better things in 
relation to training, flight, 
and general husbandry, both 
for myself and the birds 
themselves. For a long time I 
religiously stuck with 
tradition. However times, 
attitudes and materials have 
changed, and in this ever-
changing world Falconry like 
so many things must evolve. 
In the practise of this sport, 
one major aspect has been 
with us since its origin; its 
very essence instantly 
conjures up a view of times 
gone by - it is of course 
tethering. 

The tethered Hawk or Falcon for many is the 
"be all and end all" of their Falconry world. The 
reason being that you have fult personal contact 
with this awesome creature. This alone sets it 
apart from many other domesticated animals in 
captivity behind bars. First let's dissect what we 
are dealing with. For a start a predator that uses 
speed, power and agility to eat requires 
motivation and energy. and their performance is 
greatly enhanced by good feather condition. The 
bird is motivated into flight through hunger, 
which by definition means it is not motivated 
when it's fat. Bearing this in mind, a predatory 
bird at a reduced weight in a caged environment 
will want to hunt! Sadly just like their wild 
cousins they do not understand mesh or glass, so 

w ill consequently try to fly through it to catch 
what they see - food. My own peregrines sit in 
their chambers during the summer months, 
moulting at a slightly increased body weight, 
quiet and steady. The last week in August I start 
to reduce rations. After a few days they start to 
become restless, and eventually will fly from the 
back of the chamber to the barred window at 
the front to pursue the pigeons they see on the 
tennis court in the garden . Now they are ready 
to catch up again and within three days are once 
again hunting for the season. Two things are 
happening during this time: one, the bird is 
wasting valuable energy, and two the bird will 
eventually damage its feathers - both being 
useless fo r the sport of falconry. Obviously an 
alternative is needed and into play comes the 
tethered bird. 

I have watched tethered hawks for as long as I 
can remember, seeing my first one with the late 
Phillip Glasier on a school trip. On asking why 
they were tied down I was promptly told, to 
stop them flying off! Only now do I understand 
the real logic. I know many birds do realise that 
they are tethered, if only after repetitive bating, 
but I am positive in thinking that they also bate 
on instinctive behaviour, realising only after the 
bate that they are tethered, otherwise why 
bother in the first place! In fact as I write this I 
have just witnessed one of my merlins bate 
towards a robin, having been sat on his block all 
morning. Emphasising what I have just written, 
for that split second he assumed he was loose. 

So we now have the concept of why the 
tethered bird - to conserve energy and protect 
feathers is the goal- so, now it's back to how. 
Block perches, bow perches or any perch that 
selVes the above will do. From a bow stuck in 
the ground, or the handle of a sword, to many of 
today's modern elaborate designs - the end 
result being the same, a hawk that is fit to fl y. 
One of the more modern of perches is 
occasionally still in use today· it is the renowned 

MODERN 

screen perch, designed originally as a means of 
keeping a large number of hawks in dose 
proximity under one roof. It is an ingenious 
method of keeping a hawk in a tethered 
environment, revolving around the fact that at 
your eye level the bird feels less intimidated. 
Restriction of movement e nsures conservation 
of energy, in turn minimizing feather damage. I 
have often pondered on the reason for its height 
- ease of use by the falconer, steadier falcon or 
just high up from the rats! This perch has been 

Kevin Riach 



highly praised and deeply frowned on for many, 
many years, but on occasion will still be used on 
a daily basis by some of us, albeit for different 
purposes. I still use it today to keep a young 
hawk steady in the early stages of training, and as 
I write this article there is a young Harris six feet 
away from me on one leg, watching me tapping 
away with one finger! However, as superb as this 
design is, there is one major flaw - if a hawk 
wishes to lie down through sickness or rest they 
cannot, therefore the poor wretched creature 
would hang upside down and die. This fact and 
this fact alone has over the years banished the 
screen perch from modern falconry, sadly not 
remembering its better attributes. Its height and 
its restriction of movement, coupled with the 
fact that birds hate hanging upside down is what 
made this form of tethering so unique. However 
the view of a hawk frantically thrashing about 
and hanging upside down to the untrained eye is 
perceived as the height of cruelty and of course 
in this day and age would be totally 
unacceptable. However could we utilise its 
better points by eliminating its bad one? The 

answer is yes, by combining the best two 
perching systems we have thought of so far and 
hybridise! 

The Screen Ledge, four feet from the floor, 
puts the bird at my eye height, it also puts it 48 
inches away from its own mutes. Of course 
the picture I wanted to show you I 
could not get - one of my Falcons 
spread out lying down on the ledge. 
Yes occasionally they bate, then 
scramble back up the screen to 
resettle, but about 90% less than 
they used to, which even then was 
not a lot. So you see what I am 
saying, in the middle of winter 
when I have about eight 
tethered Falcons in the mews , 
at the same time, I perhaps 
have to tolerate only about 
six or so bates in total per 
week! I have been 
using this system 
now for about 18 
months and as yet 

From a bow stuck in the 
ground, or the handle of a 
sword, to many of today's 

modern elaborate designs· the 
end result being the same, a 

hawk that is fit to fly. 

., 

have had no problems 
with the perch, only the 
attachment of swivel to 
fixed leash , which 
eventually I'll get right. 
Never one to shun 
work, as for 
maintenance mutes are 
in a tray filled with 
silver sand and quickly 
scooped out, to be 
truthful once a week 
(myoid method of 
tethered Falcons saw 
me pressure washing 
every two days!). Sadly 
I have not had the 
opportunity as yet to 
build my mews from 

scratch but believe me when I 
say it's going to be the ultimate 
tethering faci lity, providing that 
is we can still keep tethered 
birds. What you must 
remember is a mews is a 

nighttime roost for your bird. 
Therefore unless you put your bird 

away at last light and put her back out at 
first light (about Sam in the summer!) 

keep the mews dark - you do not 
want about 50 daylight induced 

bates before you even get up! 
As for the hawk species 

what can I say, apart from do 
your very best to keep 

them separate at all times 
- in particular our South 
American friend! A 

more relaxed species 
can of course have 
a more relaxed life, 
and as for picking 
up and putting out 
and picking up and 
putting in forget it! 
I once thought that 
if these guys could 
do that themselves 
then they would, so 
I gave them the 
opportunity, and 
they do, sometimes 
stopping off in the 
summer at about 
6am for a bath on 
the way! Again the 
Running Bar System 
is pretty self 
explanatory: hawk 
comes out or goes 
in at will. But what 
may not be so 
obvious here is that 
again this perch 
helps to alleviate 
bating, by turning a 
negative bate into a 
flight to a perch, 

hey presto, fitter hawk, zero feather damage. I 
am lucky in the fact that my Hawks have a six-
foot wall around them, but you could easily erect 
a mesh fence around the area, or doors could be 
closed on the boxes at night. Boxes, ledges, 
blocks, cadges, and even an entire chamber, 
made of hard durable plastic. If I can't pressure 
wash it, I don't want it, that's what I said a few 
years ago, and I am sure that's what Gilbert 
Blaine would have said today were he around. 

I do hope some of you out there will 
experiment a little and try different ideas. 
Remember this is how things evolve. If you do 
try any of the tethering techniques described 
then good luck, but they have been designed to 
enhance the hawk's life rather than your own! 

Thanks ga ta Raptor Box UK and Godfrey Bragg for 
the photos. 
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HAND CRAFTED FALCONRY FURNITURE 
BY IAN VANCE 

Renowned for quality workmanship and practicality. all at an affordable price. 
SAE pleasc for catalogue. 
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C. J. HALL 
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Members of the Association of Avian 
Veterinary Surgeons and the British 

Veterinary Zoological Society. 
Full hospitil listion and diagnoslic 

faciliti es, endoscopy and ultrasound. 
Ful11aboratory back-up. 
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The innovation you ca n ho ld onto: 
Swa rovski EL, 8.5 x 42 or 10 x 42. With the 
unique slender tubes for a wrap-around 
grip you have everything immediately in 
view, with one hand free, and unrivaled 
viewing : 

• Totally modern, newly designed optical 
system for extreme sharpness of image 
and absolutely natural colour reproduction. 

• Extra large wide-ang le field of view. 

• Distance of 
on ly 8 fl./2.5 m. 

• Airtight, dustproof and 
watertight to a depth of 13 fl./4 m. 

• Only 27.5 oz/780 g owing to an extremely 
light but stil l rugged housing of 
magnesium. 

• A protective ocular cap to keep out dirt 
and rain which can be adapted to the eye 
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• Torsion - free 
twin-bridge construct-

ion for permanent axis 
para llelism. 
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agencies. 
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THE WORD "LOST" IS LOSING ITS MEANING. 

BP Transmitter PowerMax Transmitter 

Stealth G2·10D Tracking Receiver Stealth Dash-Mount Car Receiver PowerPoint Dog Transmitter 

Field Marshall Receiver Transmitter 

CALL GARLANDS : 0044 (0)182 7 3 8 3300 

GARLANDS 
are the official distributors of 

astroturf for falconry and associated 
sports and hobbies. 

For supplies and full details 
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