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he Falconers Fair is upon us once
again and this year sees some
changes in the format of the event.
You can read what the changes are
on page | 2. It should be something

to look forward to and hopefully, the crowds
will come and support the fair as they have in
the past.

There’s another mixed bag of stories in this
edition and | must thank Ben Long for providing
the short article on how to get permission to fly
a kite and lure when training a falcon. How many
of us know who to contact to get this
permission?

Also, you can read the latest from the Hawk
Board concerning a meeting with Elliot Morley,
MP and the different proposals that have been
put forward that will have an effect on falconers
throughout Britain. Falconers take note.

| hope that you will join me in congratulating Neil
Forbes who has been awarded the Dr T| Lafeber
Avian Practitioner Award. This award has been
given to Neil for career achievements of an avian
practitioner and is the first to be given to a vet
outside the USA. Well done Neil. I'm sure many
falconers and friends are grateful for all the hard
work that you do.

If you do attend the Falconers Fair, please come
to The Falconers Magazine stand and say hello. In
the meantime, have a good read.

oo £
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Send all your news and product information to peter.eldrett@tiscali.co.uk

The CLA Game Fair 2005 is being held for
the first time in its 47 year history at the
stunning venue of Belvoir Castle, Nr
Grantham, Leicestershire on Friday 22 -
Sunday 24 July.

Along with the UK’s largest shooting,
fishing and gundog exhibitions will be the
comprehensive and professional Falconry
area as one of The Game Fair's core features.

Covering all aspects of Falconry visitors
will watch exciting displays taking place in the
Falconry Mini Arena where there will be a full
daily programme of events all relating to the
ancient sport of falconry. Newcomers will
have the opportunity to experience handling a
hawk and see over 30 different birds of prey.
For those already involved in the sport the
trade stands will have lots on offer and
experts will be on hand to give advice on all
areas of falconry for enthusiasts and
beginners.

The falconry displays are being organised
by The Hawk Board, whose chairman, Jim
Chick, will be leading the twice daily displays
in The Game Fair's main arena along with
Terry Large, Chairman of The Campaign for
Falconry. Their exciting displays will include
the ever popular Harris' Hawks, high flying
falcons and a very aerobatic eagle.

The CLA Game Fair is the annual get-
together for all country sport enthusiasts,
professionals and everyone who enjoys the
countryside. The sheer scope of The Game
Fair and the endless have-a-go opportunities,
which range from 4 x 4 driving, fishing tuition
and laser shooting, to bungee trampolining,
aerial trekking and quad bikes, have ensured
that this world class event has become
renowned as a great day out for all the family.

Full details on all the demonstrations,
features, competitions and events can be
found on The Game Fair website on
www.gamefair.co.uk To book your tickets in
advance telephone 01264 226211, caravan
and tent bookings contact by telephone or fax
on 01908 588051 or e-mail
gamefaircampsite@hotmail.com, for hotel
bookings telephone 0870 225 8015.

We are delighted to offer a family ticket;
two adults and two children 9 — 18 (under
nine free) to the first five correct respondents
to the following question:

Which popular hawks will be displayed in the
main arena? Visit our website to enter.

Abu Dhabi

The Falconers' & Raptor Conservation Magazine
will, hopefully, be attending the International
Hunting & Equestrian Exhibition which will take
place in Abu Dhabi and we are giving readers
the chance to accompany us to this event.

The exhibition is the premier show that will take place in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, United
Arab Emirates providing a suitable setting for manufacturers of guns, hunting vehicles,
shooting, fishing, falconry, other outdoor sports equipment. The Exhibition will be held, under
the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Hamdan Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the UAE's Deputy
Prime Minister. With over 300 exhibitors from 30 countries it should be an event worth visiting.
If you would like to attend this event with us, please e-mail the editor at:-
peter.eldrett@tiscali.co.uk before 31 May when more details of travel, accommodation and
prices will be available. The exhibition is held over five days and will be from 12 to 16
September 2005.

New products from

Falcon Leisure

The Ultima hawking Jacket

This is the new jacket has been designed with falconers specifically in mind. It is not a re-hash
of a shooting or fishing jacket; it comes with all the features you would expect on a top quality
hawking jacket. The generous meat pocket has a removable lining and there are separate
pockets for leash and swivel as well as for a small pair of field glasses and the hood. There are
several useful sized zip pockets as well as a large inside one for car keys, etc.

Across the back of the garment is a quarry pocket that has easy access via a full-length zip
on each side. The whole garment is machine washable and comes in a full range of sizes. At
£85 plus £3 post and packing the Ultima Hawking Jacket is excellent value and should give
many years of use.

The URima Hawk Box

Bob Dalton has introduced two new hawk travelling boxes to his product range. Fed up
with poor delivery dates and supply problems when dealing with others he has decided to
have his own boxes manufactured. The Ultima box comes in two sizes at present, medium
and large. There are plans for a small and an eagle sized box to be added to the range
shortly. The shell of the box itself is polyprop and all the fittings are stainless steel. The box
comes complete with covered perch and carrying handle. The door shuts against a
rebated panel for added safety and rigidity. Air holes are deliberately located low down so
as to ensure a good flow and restrict light entry as much as possible. Being made of
polyprop the whole thing is easy to hose down clean and disinfect when required. Prices
for the boxes are £125 for the medium and £130 for the large. Carriage is extra.

Both products will be on the Falcon Leisure stand at the Falconers Fair.

o The Falconers & Raptor Conservation Magazine



a review of what's new in our spo

The Oriental White Backed Vulture is a critically endangered species,
due to the use of a veterinary drug called Diclofenec in cattle. Along
with two other vulture species, it is believed that it will be extinct in the
wild within three years unless conservation efforts are successful.
Many agencies around the world are actively involved in trying to halt
this species decline.

The Hawk Conservancy Trust in Andover co-ordinates the
European Species programme for this vulture, but with only 14 birds
in participating zoo's in Europe and America, there is a drastic need to
breed more birds. The Trust is working with WWF Pakistan to co-
ordinate and establish a captive flock in-situ in Pakistan.

In order to help raise funds for this vital work the Trust has
launched a special raffle to allow all raptor lovers the chance to play a
part in this bird's survival. The prize is a limited edition bronze,
number five of only 12 editions, Griffon Vulture sculpture by the
internationally renowned sculptor Geoffrey Dashwood. Geoffrey was
born in Hampshire in 1947 and has spent his working life in the New
Forest. His work has been exhibited successfully in galleries all
around the world and the strength of his sculpture comes from his
intimate knowledge of wildlife and his passion for his subject. His
simplified work is well balanced between classical forms and

naturalistic features and avoids the
sentimentality often associated with
works on a natural subject.

The sculpture is a beautiful
work of art that retails at around
£12,000 and would grace any home
or garden.

A limited number of 2,500
tickets have been produced for this
raffle with tickets priced at £10.00
each. The raffle will be drawn on
Sunday 19 June 2005 at a
fundraising wildlife art exhibition to
be held in the grounds of the Trust
featuring a wide range of wildlife
artists and sculptors.

If you would like to contribute towards this vital work of the Trust
in preventing this species from becoming extinct and have the chance
to win this wonderful bronze , please contact the Trust on 01264
773850, or visit the website on www.hawk-conservancy.org or write
The Hawk Conservancy Trust, Andover, Hants, SP118DY.

CLASSICAL
FALCONRY

A Treatise on Rook and Crow Hawking

As the sub-title makes clear, this is a
very detailed analysis of hunting
Rooks and Crows with Falcons. This
book is essentially the experiences
of Nick Fox, gained through managing the Northumberland Crow
Falcons.

Though covering all corvids, Crows are the primary quarry, as they
can provide the ultimate objective, the elusive but spectacular ‘Le haut
vol', ‘High flight' in which both falcon and its prey climb high into the
sky, striving for aerial supremacy.

This form of hunting requires vast areas of relatively open terrain
and is undertaken from both cars and from horseback. Everything that
can and does effect the hunt is covered here in detail. From selecting
land, gaining landowners permission, topography, wind speed and
direction the quarry and their flight styles, selecting and training the
falcons, weight management and their fitness and motivation. There is
a section on the horses, their care and specialised training, together
with an extensive insight into the establishment, management,
equipment and logistics involved in bringing together the NCF.

Not many of us will ever have the opportunity to experience this
branch of falconry. Given the huge area required and massive
logistical operation and the specific flight style, you may feel that this
form of hunting could never be aspired to; therefore this book is of
little relevance or interest to you.

How wrong you would be. This book is a fantastic read and very
effectively conveys an approach to falconry that can and should be
adopted, regardless of which bird you fly or what land you have

Wick Fox:

Classical Falconry

A Treatise on Rook & Crow Hawking

NiCk FOX / Publish

available. The author's attention to detail and thirst for knowledge |
found inspiring, not humbling. It renews ones desire to be the very
best you can be. To strive to produce the very best hunting partner in
whichever branch of falconry you practice.

At one point, he observes that “Falconry is like a tapestry, it is all
little stitches. Only when you stand back does it make a picture”. To
extend the analogy; “The quality of a tapestry is judged, by the
density of the weave”. Nick Fox looks at every tiny detail that may
impact on his sport, so as to understand and improve each one in
turn. He approaches them all with equal fervour and when it does all
come together it must surely produce a picture of the highest quality.

However, the detail alone cannot convey the pleasure that falconry
brings. Here he manages to combine both.

It is beautifully presented, with a wealth of supporting
photographs. Charming and informative sketches are used to
introduce or illuminate the information and where necessary, technical
descriptions in the text are further illustrated by clear charts or
diagrams. The result is that the reader is never left unsure about a
specific point.

An additional pleasure is that many sub headings or fresh
observations are augmented by a relevant passage of poetry or
prose, taken from the ‘golden age of falconry’. These cleverly
establish a poignant link between the thoughts and feelings of the
contemporary falconer with that of our illustrious forebears. The
effect is to make the reader (if a falconer) feel a part of something
very special. | would wholeheartedly recommend this book to any
falconer.

The Falconers & Raptor Conservation Magazine o



New
Publication

Martin Hollinshead is releasing a new Harris' hawk book this
summer and will be at the falconers fair taking orders for I
signed copies. The book is hard bound, contains 16 pages |
of colour photos and is priced at £19.95. Martin says that _
the book is a companion volume to A Passion for Harris' 5'
Hawks, giving those who enjoyed this book a chance to i
help themselves to another serving. Il
If you are not going to be at the fair, you can contact !
Martin on 01902 561075 or e-mail |
martin.hollinshead@virgin.net. Mention The Falconers and
Raptor Conservation Magazine and get your copy post free!

Dearn Ser,

| have just been reading the sad story in the last issue of The
Falconers Magazine about the female Harris Hawk that was
electrocuted. We (that is my son and |) have two Harris Hawks, a
female, Pheobe, which belongs to my son and a male who belongs
to me.

| felt | must write to you because on New Year's day of this year
Pheobe also received an electric shock as she landed on a pylon.
She tumbled to the ground, lifeless and we thought it had killed her.
This is why | had to write this letter because she survived the ordeal.

The eleciricity had struck her right wing, which made it droop
down badly and ran down her leg. We took her to Great Western
Referrals in Swindon and Neil Forbes operated on her straight away.

Over the weeks that followed it was very frustrating for us, as well
as Pheobe. She kept nibbling at the dressing that was on her wing
taking out the stitches and opening up the wound.

One time she did this she lost quite a lot of blood, so it was an

Dear Edctor,

Through your publication | would like to thank Bob Dalton for the
vote of confidence in the Hawk Board. It is a thankless and largely
voluntary task which we don't pretend to get right every time.

For those who think it doesn’t apply to them because they fly Harris
hawks, remember the following;

1. You can still feed day old chicks because of our representations.
Think what would happen if this food source was outlawed!

2. You can still fly Harris hawks (and other non-indigenous birds of

emergency dash back to Swindon at 8pm on a Friday evening,
another operation and this time they tried bandaging part of her wing
but Pheobe was not having any of it. She pulled that away so, in the
end Neil attached a device to her top beak so that she could no
longer nibble the dressing. The only thing this time was that she had
to have all her food cut up for her, but it did the trick. She did look
very comical with the device on the end of her beak.

She finished her treatment at Great Western on 25 February. Her
wing is fine now (touch wood) and it no longer droops down, it's just
how it should be. Neil Forbes and his excellent team have done a first
class job. We now look forward to a successful hunting season with
her.

We count ourselves lucky that we still have Pheobe with us,
unlike that poor gentleman and his wife who lost their hawk.

I must just add that we very much enjoy The Falconers Magazine, it is
always full of interesting articles and useful information. Keep up the
good work.

Yourns facthfully, Lynn Scome-Gould

prey) because we stopped the Bern Convention outlawing them.

3. You can still fly hawks and falcons at quarry because we keep an
eye on all legislation (UK & EU) on your behalf.

We are all you have got, please support us. If every British falconer
and bird of prey keeper gave us £5 every year, we would keep your
sport safe for ever. So when you come to the Falconry Fair in May,
give us a thought, give us a fiver.

Vick Rester, Commaunications Officer
(Fawt Board)

0 The Falconers & Raptor Conservation Magazine



2003 Gyr chicks Gyrs - all colours
Gyr x Saker 1/2to 7/8
FALCON SALES DAYS Gyr x Peregrines - white and black

6th and 7th August 2005 Peregrines Peales & Scottish
(Other species & Hybrids available)

BAZ, hat-bird - Please telephone for full list
e = 7 (Full Price list is also available at website)

Tel 0044 (0)1795 877707
Fax 0044 (0)1795 871256
Tel (GSM) 07786154349
Fax (GSM) 07786159002
E-mail kfcc2@aol.com
www.kentishfalconry.co.uk

2 Southleas Farm Cottages, Lower Road,
Minster on Sea, Sheerness, Kent ME]2 3SW
England

Accipitrine Behavioral Problems

A comprehensive book written on accipitrine psychology. It is based upon a study in which 100 accipiters with behavioral
problems were correctly diagnosed and then successfully treated by their trainers. Imagine having the background experience
and knowledge of having trained 100 accipiters at your fingertips when you encounter your next problem. Written as a
graduate level textbook this book is far more advanced than the Imprint Accipiter; in fact, it blows it out of the water!
Encompasses all accipiters from imprints, passage, chambered, and parent raised. Peer reviewed, short production run,
available exclusively through the author, 208 pgs. 158 quality photos, 70 1b. paper, color, gold embossing, 80+ action photos!

ABPBOOK.COM

Accipitrine Behavioral Problems
Diagnosis & Treatment

$10.00 for shipping outside the U.S.

4| Send check or money order to:

“| Michael McDermott

24570 pike 9262
Clarksville, Mo. 63336 USA

Michael McDermott
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he Hawk Board has been in

existence since July 1979,

and is the liaising body

between those people

keeping, breeding, hunting,
flying and working with birds of prey and
owls in the United Kingdom and also with
the UK and overseas government and
recognised bodies.

The Hawlk Board works to protect
falconry and the keeping of birds of prey
by collecting and collating scientific
evidence on all aspects of captive birds of
prey. It also promotes that the standards
of bird of prey keeping are of the highest
in the UK.

The Hawk Board is a voluntary
organisation of unpaid elected members.
It was set up to represent keepers
through their clubs and organisations.

—| hawk board news

The members of the Hawk Board bring
to that body their own specialist
professional skills and from within their
own professional fields.

The Hawk Board acts in both UK wide
and also within the devolved structures.
It has an excellent working relationship
with DEFRA (Global Wildlife Division).
Hawk board representatives for
meeting with DEFRA
Jim Chick — Chairman
E-mail:
jim@countrypursuit.freeserve.co.uk
Web: www.hawkboard.org.uk
Dr Nick Fox - Vice Chairman
E-mail: office@falcons.co.uk
Web: www.falcons.co.uk
Mark Hinge - elected member
E-mail: mark.hinge@public-affairs.co.uk
Web: www.public-affairs.co.uk

HAWK BOARD - DEFRA

(26 JANUARY 2005)

RAPTOR REGISTRATION AND
CITES FEES

The aim of the review of Part | of the
WCA 1981 is to “ensure that the
legislation delivers appropriate levels of
protection for biodiversity with
minimum control on people’s
activities.”

DEFRA proposals are to retain the
Registration Scheme but increase the cost
to breeders. This amounts to a significant
control on the activity of breeders,
without delivering any added level of
protection. An example of the cost
increase to a medium-sized breeder who
breeds and exports three species is
shown below.

Note: registration and Al0 fees are per
bird. CITES are per species per shipment.
This is a ten-fold increase; prices will rise
up to £233 per bird. Thus a male
peregrine would rise from £427 to £660,
a 55% price rise, increasing the incentive
to not register. Big breeders would face
fees up to £44,174 pa plus their own
admin costs, to produce 250 birds.
Overall for the industry, |,987 raptors
bred each year represent a rise from
£33,779 to £317,920, even before CITES
fees are considered.

The Hawk Board Proposals

We propose two tiers to Schedule 4 of
the Wildlife and Countryside Act.

4a. Would include all wild-source or non-
UK-source specimens of all species
included in Schedule 4 under the new
criteria for listing.

4b. Would include all captive-bred close-
ringed specimens of the species listed in
Schedule 4, PLUS all those that require
Article 10s.

Schedule 4a. Would continue the same
as now and is targeted at species of
conservation concern according to
criteria currently under review. Only
specimens taken from the wild or of
unconfirmed origin would be on Schedule
4.a. They would be fitted with a UK ring
and all details would be maintained on a
Defra central database as now.
Schedule 4b. Would consist of
domestic-bred specimens that are
wearing a DEFRA approved closed ring,
either of approved UK origin or of an
accepted similar type from a participating
country. The specimen would also have
travelling with it for life a single document
that meets both the requirements of an
Article |0 Certificate and a Breeder's
Certificate. As this bird changes hands,
the new owners would be listed on this
certificate. This certificate would not be
on a central database, but the Breeder
would.

M The closed ring would have a country
prefix (e.g. UK) and a registered
breeder’s prefix (e.g. 123) followed by
a unique number for each bird.
Therefore each bird would be
traceable both to country and breeder.

B The rings could be supplied in bulk by
Defra to the breeders prior to each
season at minimal cost. The blank
certificates could be supplied either as
a Defra online template to registered
breeders, or as paper copies.

B When supplying the ringed bird, the
breeder would make three copies of
the Article 10/Breeder’s Certificate:
one for the new owner, and one for
his permanent records, and one for
Euro CITES. The certificate would

Current DEFRA Charges Proposed DEFRA Charges
Clutches Young | Reg. | Al0 | CITES| Total| Per bird Reg. | AlI0 | CITES| Total| Per bird
£17 £0 £10 £60 £100 [ £100
Species | 9 54 918 0 90 | 1008 18.7 3240| 5400( 900 | 9540 176.7
Species 2 6 12 204 0 60 | 264 22 720| 1200f 600 | 2520 210
Species 3 6 6 102 0 60 162 27 360 600 600 | 1560 260
Total 21 72 | 1224 0 210 | 1434 19.9 4320 7200, 2100 | 13620 189.2
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travel with the bird as an EU
Passport for life.

Defra will maintain a central database
of all registered breeders’ details and
their prefixes. All birds therefore are
traceable to source and DNA
verification tests can be carried out.
Breeders could retain DNA samples
as now, for verification purposes.
Registered breeders could be required
to make an electronic end-of-season
‘Breeding Return’ listing the details
of all birds produced that season.
Inspections should be done after the
rings have been fitted, but before
most offspring have been sold
(Junefjuly). This would enable the
inspector to verify ring numbers,
check the appearance of each
(feathered) bird, obtain a feather DNA
sample, and check that paperwork
and breeding records are being done
correctly.

Any domestic raptor which has had its
closed rings removed, for whatever
reason, should lose its 4.b. status and
go to 4.a. It should wear a fitted ring
and/or be microchipped, and be
registered with DEFRA, with a
Registration Document.

B EU Passports (Article |0 certificates)

should not be required for parents of
birds for which an application for an
Avrticle 10 is being made. Article 10’s
should be obtainable at any time

Current Registration System

v Provides full controls on captive wild
birds.
X Covers only Schedule 4 species.

v/ Provides full document traceability.

v Allows DNA traceability.

X Not geared for EU needs.

X OKiin 1981, but now overwhelmed
by numbers.

X Not linked to Article 10s.

X Unrealistically expensive to run.

X Fees discriminate between raptors
and passerines.

X Meets resistance from parrot owners.

X Hopeless for EU database.

X Inspector ring delivery system
ineffective.

X Incomplete Article 10 coverage.

X Treats captive-bred birds as wild.

X Unproven conservation benefits.
X Widely misunderstood schedules
and annexes.

during a bird’s life using the Certificate
of Breeding as the basis for
application, as is done in the rest of
the EU thus enhancing harmonisation.

W A diagrammatic assessment of the proposals, as described

Hawk Board Proposed System

v Provides same full controls on captive
wild birds.

v Covers Schedule 4, PLUS all captive-
bred raptors that need AlOs.

v Provides full document traceability.

v/ Allows DNA traceability.

v Fore-runner of pan-EU controls.

v Capable of indefinite expansion.

v Linked to Article 10s.

v Minimal costs.

v Non-discriminatory between user-
groups.

v Supported by parrot organisations.

v/ EU Breeder database is achievable.

v Effective inspector verification.

v 100% Article |0 coverage (incl’s gifts).

v Complies with proposed revision of
WCA definition of ‘wild bird’.

v/ Promotes sustainable production.

v User friendly.

This one hour video shows training and
hunting with Harris Hawks. The emphasis
being very much on hunting. Shows
hawks being flown singly, in a cast and in
a group of three. Also working with ferrets
and a pointer. Some truly excellent

hunting footage.

! £23.50 inc par

This book contains 136 pages. with
some superb drawings by Andrew
Ellis, Ron Digby and Jim Naylor, as
well as being profusely illustrated
with colour photographs.

Signed copies are available at-

£12.50 inc pap

An exciting one hour
video showing
training and hunting
with Goshawks.
Available at:-

£23.50 inc Par

\Both Hunting with Aplomado|
Falcons and Hunting with
Goshawks are available on

Order your copy today!

WRITE OR PHOME FOR
CATALOGUE OF FULL RANGE OF
EQUIPMENT, Books & VIDEOS

This video is one hour long and
shows housing, training,
DVD. equipment, hunting with ferrets

This 40min video
captures some
excellent footage of
hunting with Aplomado
Falcons in South
America.

£15 50 inc P&P.

;f’ull“}\') Ko

and dogs.

Hunting is with both single

hawks and a cast.

£24.50 inc Par

FALCON LEISURE

Pointers Rest, 1 Witt Road, Fair Oak, Eastleigh, Hants SO50 7FW
Tel/Fax: 02380 696921 Mobile: 07774 267790

E-mail bobdalto:

falconleisure.fsnet.co.uk Web site: www.fal

nleisure.com
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British Falconry

& Raptor Fair

he |5th annual Falconry Fair is rapidly

approaching and once again the event

will be hosted by Chetwynd Park, just

outside Newport in the beautiful

Shropshire countryside. Visitors from
far and wide, who have an interest in Falconry and
Raptor Aviculture, will be heading for the venue on
the Bank Holiday weekend of | —2 May.

Once again the country’s leading specialist hawk
and animal food suppliers, Honeybrook Animal
Foods, are the principal sponsors of the event. Their
generosity and co-operation will help to ensure that
the Fair, like their own product range, gets ever
larger whilst still retaining quality as its main
objective.

This year will see several changes to both the
structure and the entertainment at the event. The
weathering ground is being moved onto the top
plateau above the main flying arena. This is to
facilitate better spectator viewing and to
accommodate the increased number and varieties of
trained raptors that will be on show. The space left
by where the weathering ground has always been
will be expanded to ensure that both Raptor Rescue

and the mini arena have the desired amount of room.

As usual the mini arena will be used to show close
up and personal various raptor and falconry related
topics. These can range from equipment used, to
working dogs, to basic training. There will be several
demonstrations each day and these will be
announced at regular intervals.

Raptor Rescue will, as normal, be putting on their
own mini weathering and members of the
organisation will be on hand to discuss the work that
they do in rehabilitating injured raptors. Those two
stalwarts of the organisation Jane and Dean
Hemmingway will oversee the stand.

Whilst appreciating all that has been contributed
over the years by the usual people that take part in
the main arena flying displays it was felt it was time
for a change. And a change is certainly what we have
this year.

A group of Dutch falconers and raptor breeders
are gathering together in their own marquee and will
be proudly carrying on their country’s long

association with British falconry. For centuries it was
the Dutch that provided most of the professional
falconers to the rest of Europe and for many decades
provided, amongst others, British falconers with
passage Peregrines. This year some of those that will
be exhibiting in the miniature Dutch community will
also be flying eagles and other raptors in the main
arena. It will be nice to see something different and
another first for the British Falconry Fair.

Another new item on the display menu for this
year's event is something very special. Dr Nick Fox
will be giving us an insight into the classical falconry
he and his companions in the Northumberland Crow
Falcons enjoy.

The Crow and Rook are classical quarry for
falconers because, like the Kite and the Heron in the
olden days, they will try to fly high into the sky to
escape the falcon. The flight can go a long way very
quickly so the falconers must be very mobile. Crows
will also try to reach bushes or woods to escape
from the falcon, so the country must be as open as
possible.

There are not many places in the UK suitable for
the high flight, but on the fells of Northumberland
there is a group of falconers who hawk Crows in the
traditional manner. Of course it will not be possible
to show a Crow flight in the arena, but the falconers
will be showing how the falcons are trained for the
flight at Crow. The young falcons learn to catch
dummy Crows and develop a “search image” for
Crows rather than any other distracting quarry such
as Pigeons or Pheasants. Also the falcons are
exercised with pole lures to teach them how to cope
with the twists and turns of the Crow at close
quarters.

The horses too have to be trained to work with
Falcons, following the flight across country, being
used for luring and radio tracking, and waiting while
the falconer picks up the falcon from the dead Crow.
The horses you will see are Anglo-Arab or Arab
horses used solely for hawking and hunting, not the
show ring.

Dr Fox, who has managed the Northumberland
Crow Falcons since 1992, aided by some of the
members, will give a commentary. If you are
interested in flying the sable quarry then this is an
itemn that must not be missed.

Dr Fox will also be signing copies of his new book
Classical Falconry at the fair. This is a limited edition
book so make sure you get a copy while they are still
available.

One of the old perennial favourites of the fair is
the Wildlife and Raptor art exhibition which is so
expertly staged each year by Chris Christoforou.
How Chris manages to come up with such a
successful blend of new and established artists each

00

year is simply amazing. But manage it he does. The
list of names that have exhibited under his
experienced eye and umbrella reads like a who's
who of raptor art; Martyn Brook, Carl Bass, Michael
Demain, Andrew Ellis — the list goes on.

But there are more artists to be seen apart from
those in the main art marquee. For those that visited
the first ever fair at Stoneleigh |5 years ago, some
may well remember a young lad tucked away in the
corner with some paintings to sell. How many
people wish they could put the clock back all those
years and snap up all of the paintings that were being
exhibited at such ridiculously low prices. The young
lad was Andrew Ellis and his work stood out to
anyone that had an eye.

Always a crowd pleaser Michael Sagar of Hounds
Magazine will again be introducing us to various foot
and mounted packs. This year the item may well
prove to be even more popular than ever, for very
obvious reasons. Michael always manages to
persuade a selection of packs to attend the event and
the commentary he gives is always entertaining, as
well as educational.

All the usual favourites will be making an
appearance too. The Parachutists and a Regimental
Band to name just a couple.

There will be plenty going on outside of the main
arena with dog agility demonstrations, a gun dog
scurry, Lurcher and Terrier shows, Archery, Clay
Pigeon Shooting, etc. There really is just about
something to suit everyone's taste.

Of course the fair would not be complete
without the myriad of equipment makers selling their
wares. This event really is the only chance the
falconer and his hard earned cash get to see all the
equipment malers side-by-side. Not just British
equipment makers but also those from Holland,
USA, France, Belgium, Mexico and Eastern Europe.

It is not just exhibitors that venture across to our
island for this truly remarkable event in the falconry
calendar. From enquiries received at the show office
we know that visitors from USA, Canada, Mexico,
Dominican Republic, Japan, China, Arabia, North and
South Africa, as well as practically every country in
Europe will be descending on Chetwynd Park. The
British Falconry and Raptor Fair is a truly unique
event and this is borne out by the number of times it
is imitated. But there is only one Falconry Fair. Make
sure you are part of it.

If you require further details of the Fair then
please ring the show office on 01588-672708. This is
the same number if you have any suggestions as to
what you would like to see at future fairs or things
that you would prefer not to see. On behalf of the
organisers please be assured all comments are given
the consideration they deserve.
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& Raptor Club

Founded in 1988

Is the local falconry club serving the following counties: -
Warwickshire, Northamptonshire, Leicestershire, & the West Midlands.

We meet on the second Sunday of each month at 8pm, throughout the
year, at the Sports Connexion, Leamington Road, Ryton on Dunsmore,
Coventry.

" CLUB MISSION STATEMENT

| The mission statement of the C.ER.C. is to offer people the opportunity
to embrace all aspects of Falconry in a spirit of good
companionship. There will be a warm welcome to
people of all ages, whether they are experienced
falconers, novices, or families.

For more information e-mail:

cen.falc@ic24.net or phone
John Hill 07973 224609
www.central-falconry.co.uk

§ The Welsh
Hawking Club

SOUTH WALES, Usk
Contact: Paul Dillion  Tel: 01633 276411

NORTH WALES, Chester
Contact: Neil McCann  Tel: 01512 930364

SOUTH WEST, Exeter
Contact: Dave Scott Tel: 01752 830382

BATH, Hinton
Contact: Bob Martini  Tel: 01934 862446

THE MIDLANDS, Loughborough
Contact: Mike Kane Tel: 01773 811491

COTSWOLDS, Evesham
Contact: Shaun Healey Tel: 01386 832812

ESSEX, Colchester
Contact: Andy Hulme  Tel: 01206 729363

% FOR ALL GENERAL ENQUIRIES CONTACT %

Jan France, secretary, 01279 842440

Brittany Club
of

Great Britain

For information and help on all aspects of this
versatile breed phone:-

01482 651614

or e-mail:- infobcgb@yahoo.co.uk

Falconry, shooting, companion, or show this
enthusiastic working dog suits everyones needs.

Contact our Falconry rep, Tony Ellis, on:-

01666 510067

or visit the club website www.brittanyclub.co.uk

WEST OF ENGLAND
HAWKING CLUB

We are a fast growing club with members ranging from

complete novices to seasoned falconers.

We meet the first Monday of every month at the Bull Inn,
Hinton nr Bath. Our meetings are informal and friendly and
provide an opporfunity to exchange experiences, arrange

field trips and establish contact with local falconers.

Guest speakers and falconry furniture suppliers regularly

attend. We also run beginners’ workshops.

ALL NEWCOMERS WELCOMED.

For more information please telephone:
® Rob Kelly 01275 891813
® Keith Wicks 01454 315810
@ Tony Ellis 01666 510067

@ The Falconers & Raptor Conservation Magazine




Northern
England
Falconry Club

Club meetings are held at:-

“The White Swan”
Public House, High Street, Yeadon.

(2 mins from Leeds & Bradford Airport).

Contact: G Shaw on

01274 780800

he Cleveland
Hawking Club

“Sharing the knowledge”

A fast growing club catering for the novice and the
professional. Guest speakers, videos, furniture and hawk
food. All enjoyed over a few drinks in a relaxed informal

environment.

Monthly meets on the first Sunday of the month at 6.30pm.
Venue:-

The Falcon Inn, Hilton near Thornaby-on-Tees

For further information contact:-
Lee Copeland on 07802 251502
or Jono on 07788 725501

E-mail: clevelandhawkingclub@yahoo.co.uk

www.clevelandhawkingelub.20m.com

EP.. .

Lancashire Falconry
& DBawhing Llub

Meetings held at:-
The Sand Knockers, Halifax Road,
Smallbridge, Rochdale.

2ND TUESDAY EACH MONTH.
From beginners to experienced falconers, tuition
where needed, advice where
needed and a friendly
welcome extended to all.
Promoting falconry throughout
the Northwesl.

For information contact:
07711 514073

www.lancsfalconry.co.uk

Falconwy Clube
Our meetings take place at 8.00pm on the third
Wednesday of each month at the

Rockingham Arms Public House, Wentworth,
Rotherham, South Yorkshire.

THIS 15 JUST OFF THE M1 AT JUNCTION 35.

Membership includes;
@ Public liability insurance
® Affiliation to the Hawk Board

For further information please telephone Steven on

07736 319 347 ™
THE o -
};g::co visit our website F"_ ~

www.yorkshirefaleconry.co.uk

\

The South East
Falconry Group

AIMS TO SUPPORT FALCONERS IN THE CONTINUATION AND
PRACTICE OF FALCONRY.

Drawing its membership from around the South and East of
England, the SEFG provides a forum for falconers and
would-be falconers to meet, discuss and practice the art.

Members benefit from having access to a wealth of
experience and knowledge, good facilities and field meeting
opportunities throughout the winter months.
Meetings take place on the last Tuesday of the month at
Tilbury in Essex.

For members in our Southern region informal meetings take

place nr Winchester, Hants.

For further information or an application form please contact -

Dean White (secretary) on 01489 896504

E-mail us at enquiry @sefg.org or
visit our web site www.sefg.org

__

THE SCOTTISH
HAWKING CLUB

FOR THE DEDICATED FALCONER

The largest club in Scotland protecting the
needs of falconers.

AFFILIATED TO:- Countryside Alliance - Hawk
Board - Scottish Hawk Board - Zimbabwe
Falconers Club - North American Falconers
Association - International Association for
Falconry

Further details from:
Tommy Bryce
01620 850209

* We are a D.E.F.R.A. recongnised club %

F -

'
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" THE BRITISH |
HAWKING |
ASSOCIATION

Regional field meetings held regularly. A family association
that welcomes both the experienced falconer and the novice.

HAWKING
CLUB

Meetings:- Held 2nd Tuesday of every month at 8pm.

J Venue:- Railway Hotel, Mill Lane, Heatley,
The British Hawking Association . . . 4 ' Nr Lymm. Cheshire

showing the way forward. ! We have speakers and falconry furninre manufacturers

“ | in regular attendance.
CHANGING ATTITUDES TO IMPROVE STANDARDS.
EXPERIENCED AND NOVICE FALCONERS WELCOME.
Contact the BHA via its website:-
www.thebha.co.uk

Contact: Jeff on 01942 201995

or e-mail to Secretary @thebha.co.uk or Jenny on - 0151 424 7217

BRITISH
FALCONERS’
CLUB

We meet at Bagshot, Surrey, on the third Tuesday
Founded in 1927 of the month.
The oldest and largest Hawking Club The aim of the club is to promote good husbandry
in the country. and practices in raptor keeping and flying and our
Ten Regional Groups - membership ranges from complete beginners to
Scotland, Yorkshire, Midlands, Cotswolds, Eastern,

seasoned falconers.
North Western, North Eastern, Southern, Wales and Our programme includes guest speakers and
South Western.

demonstrations, and field meets are held through
Please send A5 SAE + £1.01 stamps to:-

HOME COUNTIES |
HAWKING CLUB |

Affiliated to the Hawk Board.
Group member of the Countryside Alliance.

the season.
Mr Graham Irving - Membership Secretary : =
THE BRITISH FALCONERS CLUB (F.M.) Ring Laila on 01945 410150 or |
- 16 Kenilworth Drive, Bletchley, Bucks MK3 6AQ Alan on 01784 250577 after 6.00pm
7/

i

South Eastern Raptors Association (S.E.R.A.)

Established for some 25 years, and now affiliated to the Hawk Board and holding group membership to the Countryside
Alliance, the aims of S.E.R.A, are to further and maintain the standards of falconry in the South-East of England.

With a broad band of knowledge and experience within our club, we extend a warm welcome to new members, whether %

practising falconers or complete novices. Where practicable, novices will be allocated a mentor. Helpful, honest and friendly
O advice is always available.
Sl Yy

Our meetings are held at 10.30am on the second Sunday of each month throughout the year at
The Junction Inn - Groombridge, Kent. (Opposite Groombridge Station)

THE
Outings, guest speakers, field meets, (at home and away) videos, quizzes and other special events are ever-present features %ﬂ‘f’f
of our club calendar and may be viewed on our website.

BOARD
Please visit our website at: www.sera.freeserve.co.uk or telephone Brian for information on: 01732 463218
VISIT OUR CLUB STAND AT THE FALCONER'S FAIR

N _ < JNE.
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Q: 1am new to the sport of falconry and |
own and fly a Harris Hawk, which | keep
bowed down in the weathering. | have
heard of a disease called bumblefoot. Can
you tell me what it is and what causes it
and what | can do to prevent it.

Alan (by e-mail)

A: This is the ‘classic’ disease of raptors and is
still seen quite commonly. What is it? Basically, it
is an infection of the foot that can be caused by
a variety of bacteria or, more rarely, yeasts.

However, the infection is only a part of the
story as it mainly represents invasion of tissues
by bacteria when they're given the chance.
Underlying factors are far more important in
the development of the problem, which is why
it can be so difficult to treat:

|. Check Bumblefoot is a two-footed
problem! Although we normally see it in both
feet we sometimes see a bird with a problem
on just one foot. In these cases we carefully
check the so-called good leg for the reason
why the bird is putting all its weight on the
other side to cause bumblefoot. The results are
often worrying with lesions in the ‘good’ leg
ranging from arthritis to healing fractures.
Often the problems in the leg without
bumblefoot are far more severe than the
bumblefoot and contribute heavily to a poor
outlook.

2. Species Bumblefoot does seem to vary in
severity between species. Although there are
always exceptions, it does tend to be less
severe in hawks and far worse in falcons and
eagles. Part of this also relates to the way in
which birds may be kept and lesions in
tethered birds tend to be picked up much
earlier than in, say, an aviary-kept Eagle Owl
where it is only detected when it is very well-
advanced.

3. Immunity Some bacteria do seem to be
more likely to cause problems than others. The
obvious culprit is Staphylococcus aureus, which
is commonly found in bumblefoot. It has been
claimed in the past that this is the only cause of
bumblefoot but this is certainly not the case.
The problem with Staph. aureus is that birds
often have relatively poor immunity to this
bacterium. Essentially it is usually found on

human or dog skin as a normal inhabitant
(commensal) and may become transferred to
the bird skin where it is not normally found and
where the immune system may be naive to it.
That's alright as long as the skin is intact and not
compromised to many bacteria. However, if
there is damage then the Staph can enter and
disease results. It is also no coincidence that
bumblefoot always tends to occur in the centre
of the foot as this is where the blood supply is
poorest. It is therefore a site where bacteria
are most protected from the immune system.

4. Perching Poor perching can cause pressure
sores on the feet that can then become
colonised by bacteria, particularly if the
environment is unhygienic. Perches should be
designed with respect to the size and species of
bird and should always be kept clean and in
good repair. Covering with Astroturf seems to
help as the bird will shift position more often
and this improves blood flow round the feet
(see later). However, if the feet are sore or
damaged then the astro should be covered
with soft leather. This provides a soft springy
surface and avoids sharp pieces of astro sticking
into sore feet.

5. Vitamin A deficiency This has been
proposed as a cause, though | suspect itisa
minor one. Nonetheless it is no bad thing to
give affected birds a Vitamin A supplement.

6. Injuries Occasionally we will see a case
where the problem has begun with a trauma
but these are quite unusual. The traditional
story of the bird grabbing its own foot is very
unusual indeed.

7. Blood flow A very interesting theory
involves the blood flow around the feet. The
most commeon time to see bumblefoot is in
tethered birds at the end of the flying season
just after they begin the moult. Traditionally this
has been linked to the increased bodyweight
putting more pressure onto the feet and
producing sores. However, this is not the
whole story. It is common at this time to
radically change diet in a very short time; one
day the bird is working hard and being kept
‘keen’ while the next it has loads of food and
has to do no work at all. This produces various
metabolic changes that can affect peripheral

Do you have any veterinary questions relating to your bird? If so, send
them to the editor (see address on page four) and they will be passed
on to John Chitty - BVetMed CertZooMed CBiol MIBiol MRCVS

blood flow to the feet. In birds this can cause
blood to pool in the feet especially if they are
tethered and inactive and at a higher weight.
Bird blood is not sterile so these ‘pools’ are the
perfect place for bacteria to settle and
proliferate; ie the infection starts inside and
breaks OUT rather than the traditional view
where it enters via broken skin. This certainly
fits the pattern of many of the cases and we
have seen several birds where cysts and foot
swelling appear before the bumblefoot. These
problems are reduced by moulting birds in
aviaries where they will be more active and by
gradually reducing exercise and increasing food
rather than doing it abruptly.

So, there are many possible causes.

What about therapy. In the very mild cases
(before an abscess has formed) antibiotics and
padded dressings or perches are normally
sufficient.

However, once abscesses have formed
things become much more involved and tricky.
We normally x-ray the foot to ensure infection
hasn't penetrated into underlying tendons or
bones. Swabs will be taken of the infected
areas to see which bacteria are growing and
which antibiotics they are sensitive too.

Surgery will be required to open and clean
out the abscess. The infected areas may then
need to be flushed or packed with antibiotic
impregnated beads. If possible the skin wound
is sutured but often needs to be healed by
means of special dressings.

The feet will then need padded dressings so
there is no pressure applied to the surgical
areas. Antibiotics and painkillers are essential.
Treatment can take a long time and if the feet
are badly scarred then the bird will be prone to
future bouts of bumblefoot.

All-in-all prevention is better than cure and
there are certainly many areas of the hawk's
management that can be manipulated to
reduce the chances of bumblefoot. However,
the condition is not completely understood so
bumblefoot can result no matter how much
care you take. In which case regular checking of
your bird will at least mean that the problem
can be detected and treated before it becomes
too far advanced. If in doubt about any marks
on your bird's feet then seek advice from an
experienced raptor vet. Delay in treatment
could mean big delays in cure!
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terview

This is a continuation of the
interview | had with Lloyd, the
first part of which was published
in the last issue of The Falconers
& Raptor Conservation Magazine.




Peter Eldrett

What about any other recent
programmes that we may
have seen on television
involving your birds?

In the programme shown last year, Animal
Olympics, we did a really good opening
sequence for that with Tilley (my Golden
Eagle) where she was carrying the torch
over the stadium and dropping it to light the
flame — we did a lot of that in the studio
against a blue background and they put it all
on to the mountain and the stadium. She
took part in the weightlifting competition
because in comparison with their body size
Golden Eagles are the second best in lifting
weights — second only to the Rhino Beetle
which, in ratio, can lift the equivalent of 58
tons. Tilley, in comparison to the human
size, could lift the equivalent of 400 kilos,
which is still a lot.

In the Alan Titchmarsh series on the
British Isles, all the close up work with
Peregrines was using our guys. And also our
Barn Owl, Kensa was featured in an earlier
programme. What we've done with her
which is quite interesting — we've trained
her to fly to little sound boxes on 30 foot
cables. I've got a little controller box and |
can place the boxes out in the meadow and
| can get her to quarter just like a wild Barn
Owl does. Not only that, but she’s actually
learnt to catch prey and she catches her
own voles — that's the second barn owl that
I've done that with successfully. It’s
interesting, because captive-bred Barn
Owls generally don't make it when they're
released because they’ve not been trained
to use their hearing as they should use it.
But with Kester, we never flew her to the
fist, we only flew her to the little sound
boxes. | imprinted her on that sound and it
works fantastically — and she's gone on to
catch her own prey —it's really interesting.

| understand that you and
Leo have made a new film
together involving base
jumping. Can you tell me a
bit about that ?

That's our new one which we did in Italy.
It's called The Falcon That Flew With Man
and we filmed it in Arco in the Dolomites.
That all happened at the end of Ultimate
Killers which we filmed in Spain. What we

We could
suddenly see the
potential that
there was to get
more Information
apout what

speeds they do —

that's what really
excited all of us

®ladyonarock . . I
BT i Rl SO

® Leo with Lucy on wrist

s

did for this film is very different. When we'd
done the stuff from the balloon, we all
knew when we came away, that we'd got a
little window into the Peregrines’ world
that probably only Ken Franklin had before,
the guy in the States who sky-dives with his
falcons. We could suddenly see the
potential that there was to get more
information about what speeds they do -
that's what really excited all

of us.

What interested Leo and Andy was that
they'd always thought that they were pretty
good at skydiving because they'd done so
many jumps, but suddenly when they saw
Lady, the Peregrine Falcon, cutting through
the air they realised how fantastic these
birds were at flying and how absolutely
useless humans were. So we thought we'd
try to do a follow-up programme. But the
problem was that because it was such an
ambitious thing to do because of the base-
jumping and all the things we planned, no-
one thought it would be possible and we
didn't get any backing from anyone.

So we went on and did it ourselves
anyway —and pulled it off ! It was really
good — we found out some really new,
interesting facts about falcons that are
provable — because we've got computer
data to prove it. A friend of Leo’s who is a
skydiver and also a computer whiz-kid (he
designs games for Sony playstations and
writes the programmes for them), designed
this gadget for us — Leo called it the
accelerometer. What it actually does is
measure many times per second the
acceleration, G-force and the bird's angle of
flight in the sky. So it can work out what
speed, what acceleration and what G force
the falcons are doing. So we can 100%
prove what speed they were doing. (Ken
Franklin had done some work with his birds
and proved some speeds there. They used
some different kind of method and
technology.) But this was a really clever little
gadget — I'm not scientifically minded in that
sort of way and | don’t know the ins and
outs of it. | just know it was really great.
Dave Pratt would download it and it would
take him a long time to come up with the
speeds — because it involved a lot of
complicated mathematical equations. For
example, we found that Lucy was going
from 0 to 60 in half a second. I'm on the
edge of a mountain on a safety rope and
she’s sat on my fist and by dropping off my
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We found that Lucy was going from O to 60 in half a
second. I'm on the edge of a mountain on a safety
rope and she's sat on my fist and by dropping off my
fist going downwards she could get to 60 in just over
half a second. Phenomenal — that is mind-blowingly
quick. | think Michael Schumacher’s Ferrari takes about
2 seconds to get to 60. She's very, very fast

fist going downwards she could get to 60 in
just over half a second. Phenomenal — that
is mind-blowingly quick. | think Michael
Schumacher's Ferrari takes about 2
seconds to get to 60. She’s very, very fast.

You and your wife, Rose,
have been working together
for many years now. Do you
ever have conflicts regarding
the training of the birds ?

" k ';‘.‘

s ‘h“&.

No, not really. We get on really well
considering we work together seven days a
week with the birds — they are like our
family. It's not just birds of prey though.
We've got two Whooper Swans which will
fly following a boat or car; they're nine
years old and they still follow; we've got a
Raven, a Crow, a Barn Owl, a Tawny Owl,
a Golden Eagle, my Tawny Eagle (Sasha)
who's 14, Peregrines, the Goshawk and
two trained pigeons ! In fact, my pigeons
have been killed in more peregrine film
sequences and lived to tell the tale than any
pigeon | know! In most of the BBC
sequences where you see a Peregrine killing
a pigeon, in all the close-up “grab” shots it's
mostly little Smudge who, obviously, has
never actually been grabbed by a Peregrine
and survives.

We got fed up with people asking us
over the years for pigeons for filming,
because nobody had got really well trained
pigeons. So we imprinted two on the same
principle as you would do a bird of prey
flying them to the fist for seed at a flying
weight and it worked fantastically. They're
remarkable pigeons — you can call them
into the fist, and you can fly them by the car
as well.

Rose tends to do the waterfowl more
than anything else. We sometimes have
slightly different ways of doing things and if
we do have any words about anything it's
usually over really stupid little things, like
the water bowl not being filled up enough
but we don't actually argue, it's just stupid

things like that. But generally we get on
really well.
There's a bit of competition
between us with falcons though,
because Willow, the tiercel,

is her falcon so there’s always a competition
as to which one is the best flyer or the
prettiest falcon, When I'm flying Lucy or
Sage, | always think it's Sage (she’s my
favourite) and Rose thinks it's Willow.
We're always having this debate as to which
is the best one.

Do you ever get any
problems with local people
when you are filming ?

When we were in Italy we were very
aware of the locals. Obviously we got all
the correct permissions for the base-
jumping. But there is a very strong hunting
contingency in the area where we were
and we were aware that these people just
don't stop at shooting game birds. They’ll
shoot anything. So our local guide made a
point of going around to all the local hunting
people to say that we were there with our
falcons and if they saw a falcon that had
wandered off, please don't shoot it.

Fortunately there were no problems,
but wherever we go in Europe with the
birds, this is always something in the back of
your mind and we have to be very careful,
a lot more than we do in this country.

What projects have you got
planned for the future but
have not got around to doing

yet ?

This year Rose has just imprinted eight Bar-
headed Geese to follow a contraption
called a paramotor, which is like a
paraglider but the guy has an engine on his




back so he can propel himself. She took
them to the south of France for six weeks
of training and she flew them over Mont
Blanc at 13,000 feet. This was for a new
series that will be on in about two years
time, all about incredible journeys, with
Steve Leonard presenting it again.

We're going to be doing a lot more with
Clockwise, from right: Andy jumps o : NG & BHEAR Nina, the Goshawk, for a new Animal
after Lloyd's release, Dave and o 3 oy . Planet series next March. She's in adult
t:govsv;;:cgh:t;zrstf:é ;_ucy strikes ' plumage now and looking really stunning.

I'd like to do some more exciting things
with Tilley in some more remote places,
more remote mountainous regions with
her for the filming, from a photographic
point of view. | think there’s some really
good stuff to be done there that people
haven't necessarily done before.

I've always had an inclination that I'd like
to try to get the eagle to soar with a
paraglider — that would be something
worth thinking of doing. I'm sure she would
do that because she's so steady and that
would be a really nice thing to do. Although
there are a few people now who paraglide
with birds of prey, there’s not that many
people who do it with an eagle.

Next year it looks like we might be
doing a big feature film, imprinting some
more swans and using pretty much all the
birds we've got. Hopefully Tilley could
feature a lot in it as well, so that will be
pretty good.

What we've realised with the Peregrines
is that, despite all that we've done with
them, we're still only just about scratching
the surface. For instance when we came
back from Italy at the end of that month,
the Peregrines were really only just getting
into it and getting the hang of it, learning
how to cope with the turbulence of the
sky-diver and how to keep close and that
sort of thing. And you know what it’s like,
money comes into it, the budget ran out
and we had to come back. But you're
always left thinking you could do a lot more
—we all are. For example, | think there's a
lot more potential with the sky-diving. We
could learn a lot more as the birds get
more experienced.

So | think we can all watch this space with
anticipation of Lioyd pushing the boundaries
in the world of filming wildlife. Lloyd and Leo
Dickinson’s latest film, The Falcon That Flew
With Man (reviewed in the last issue) can be
obtained from www.AdventureArchive.com
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® A specialist service to
all birds of prey keep-
ers.

® Fully equipped avian
hospital facilities.

@® 24 hour expert avian
service every day of
the year

Great Western Referrals

Neil Forbes

BVetMed CBiol MIBiol DipECAMS FRCVS
RCVS and European Recognised Specialist

Debbie Monks, Petra Zsivanovits, Steve Smith
M’sRCVS

Email:gwr@gwreferrals.com

Great Western Referrals
Unit 10 County Park Business Park,
Shrivenham Road
Swindon, Wilts SN1 2RN

Tel: 01793 603800

Web: www.gwreferrals.com

AUTHORISED DISTRIBUTOR FOR F10 DISINFECTANT

and after insemination
® Collecting seman from the male Goshawk
® Imprinting a chick
® Dual imprinting
® Lure training
® The first flight

Windmill Hill, Hutton, Somerset BS24 9UP

he Imprint Goshaw

Part one

by Dave Jones Part two

Four years in the making

£27.50 each

includes P&P

E-mail:- sales@sunset.vg

Cheques made payable to:
Morgan Jones Film Promotions

Southern Lights

® Tame hacking a Gos
® Tail mount without casting

® Following-on through woods

® Flying a cast of Goshawks

@ Waiting-on and hunting in mountains

@ Hunting and flying your Goshawk off the fist
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John Chitty

BVetMed CertZooMed CBiol
MIBiol MRCVS

London Road
Andover
Hants
SP10 2PH

Tel: (01264) 352323

Mobile: 07775 796432
Fax: (01264) 336296

E-mail: xmo32@dial.pipex.com

Avian and Exotic Animal
Medicine and Surgery

Strathmore Veterinary Clini

Faster moults
Better flying
Better breeding

Raptor Essentials
and
Raptor Breeder Essentials
Probably the most sophisticated supplements
available for owls and raptors

We can also help with problems like flat-fly and
other parasites, bird health and stress.

Contact our free advice service:
0845 130 8600 (local charge from UK),
E-mail: advice@BirdcareCo.com,

Web: www.BirdcareCo.com (find the raptor section in the
English articles).

IBR contact 0870 608 8500 /, THE
www.ibr.org.uk g hinmcARE
Trade and export enquiries welcome. Leatig The ey = hatirell

VETA

£ 1
PRQFESSIONAL. -

Veterinary formulated to be the best
Price inc pé&p
Aaf}::\%t:ﬁn and mineral suppl t 509 £0.60
with w‘t; A,C &E and carciur:fleor adults 2509 £19.00
& breeding birds

NUTROBAL

ZOLCAL-D

S 4
- CRITICAL CARE FORMULA 1509 £11.00
THE Liquid food for emergencies 500 ﬂ £35 00

Tel: 0870-243-0384
Fax: 0870-243-0382

High calcium multivitamin and
mineral supplement for young birds 2509 El 2.50

s T 500ml  £20.00
g — T
and nrebigur: soluble fibre e 3009 £19.00
Tamodine 100ml  £9.00
Wound cleanser
- ARK-KLENS 250ml  £8.50
érpem safe disinfectant for 1 litre £19.50

cleaning mews
| ARK- KLENS Ready to Use 500ml  £6.50
1] in handy refillable spray

| TAMODINE-E

BB 250ml  £9.50
LU ‘.‘ Veterinary anti-viral disinfectant
i e,
At } F10 specialist disinfectant llitre £70

VETARK PROFESSIONAL
POBox 60, Winchester Available from vets, good retailers,
5023 9XN by mail order or via our web sites:

100g £6.75

120ml  £7.20

Larger sizes o
also available

mast products are

www.vetark.co.uk
www.nhoahs-cupboard.co.uk

Falconers
Diaries

Keep a day-to-day record of your birds’
life with subjects such as weight, food
given and quarry taken. Write down
your comments for future reference.
This is an essential diary for falconers
everywhere.

Binders for your favourite falconry
magazine. In stock today.

£8.00 rerrrez

To order telephone

0870 224 7830

All major credit and charge cards accepted.
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Ticket Hotline: 0845 230 5175
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A countryside
showcase with
something
for everyone

* The Main Arena

Mitsubishi Motors World Series Qualifier

“ European Field Target Championships

Autarky Working Dog Arena
Hound Puppy Championships

' Gundog Scurries
' Terrier and Lurcher Show

Falconry Village and Classrooms
Ferret Racing

ATEQ Junior Airgun Series
Children’s Entertainment

Antiques and Craft Fairs

' Rural Crafts and Vintage Vehicles
* Live Music and Quality Trade Exhibitors

www.countrymanyairs. co. uk
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With the game fair season in full swing, Countryman Fairs are
looking forward to welcoming visitors to their two summer
shows; the Southern Counties Game Fair on 29 and 30 May; and
the Sussex Game Fair on 11 and 12 June. No show is complete
without a falconry display; always a favourite with visitors young
and old and Ray and Wendy Aliker of Ye Olde Redtail Falconry
will be taking centre stage in the Main Arena at both shows.

However, Countryman Fairs have gone one better than this, and
each of their events features a dedicated Falconry Village and full
arena programme. Bryan Patterson and Terry Large are both
familiar faces with visitors, and together they co-ordinate events
in and around the Falconry Arena, which is supported by
Honeybrook Animal Feeds. This year's display programme at the
both shows will include the Hawk Board, the Campaign for
Falconry, training demonstrations, the falconer’s ferret and the
falconer’s dog.

With all the field sports facing an uncertain future, it has never
been more important to encourage new interest and promote
proper understanding. The children’s falconry classrooms at all
Countryman Fairs’ events are an essential part of this initiative.

With an emphasis on responsible bird
ownership, Terry explains the history of
falconry and the basics of training, before
taking all the kids into the Arena to fly Harris hawks in front of
their friends and family. The classroom sessions are free for
youngsters and any donations that their parents make goes to
the Campaign for Falconry.

One feature of the Falconry Village that is rapidly growing in
popularity is the Fly To The Kite competition. Essentially a race



Y g ,
Showtime! M

toa lure, flying from a delta. kjte up to 700ft abgve the Arena, this Saturday 11th &
is a fantastic spectacle for visitors and often brings the crowds to Suisdav. [2¢h 2005
a standstill. Exhibitors in the Falconry Village are invited to enter unday 12th June

their birds into the event, but visiting falconers are also welcome

to compete. Anyone wishing to enter the event can contact Parham Park,

Countryman Fairs on (01889) 563232 for more information. West SI,ISSGX RHZO 4HS
’

Working gundogs, lurchers and terriers are all featured in Opem'ng times 9.000m—5.30pm

dedicated arenas at each event. The Southern Counties Game

The best of

country life and
rural heritage

Arenas & Attractions

® The Main Arena
® Mitsubishi Motors World Series Qualifier

® Autarky Working Dog Arena

® Food Festival
® Garden Courtyard
® Gundog Scurries

Fair has a particularly canine focus, with special events including
the Hound Puppy Championships. Renowned HPR specialist
Kelly Kelly will be appearing in the Autarky Working Dog Arena
and also providing a free gundog behavioural clinic and
consultation service for visitors. New for 2005 are the Nova
Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever Display Team, who will be
highlighting the history and unique working abilities of these
decoy dogs.

® Terrier and Lurcher Show

® Falconry Village and Classrooms
® ATEO Junior Airgun Series

® Children’s Entertainment

® Rabbits and Cavies

In the Ferret Arena, Simon Whitehead will be throwing And so much more...

new light on the important role of working ferrets. A
self-described ‘man on a mission’, Simon has attending game
fairs for over 25 years with the aim of dispelling many of the
myths surrounding ferrets and demonstrating their uses for
countryside pest control. Ferret racing displays are brought to
audiences by International Ferret Welfare and Rescue, who will
also be arranging showing classes on both days.

® Antiques and Craft Fairs
® Rural Crafts and Vintage Vehicles
® Live Music and Quality Trade Exhibitors

All attractions may be subject to change.

Game Fairs the way they used to be!

There is a whole host of other attraction around each show,

including clay shooting, airguns, casting tuition, rural crafts, . ' .
vintage vehicles, live music, good food and drink, home and T!Cket HOtllne' 0845 230 51 75

garden areas and over 200 trade stands at each show. For more =
details and to book tickets, telephone 0845 230 5175, WWW. countr yman fa } rS.CO.U ].\?
/ L

or visit www.countrymanfairs.co.uk.
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orn in Cyprus in1954, Chris Christoforou moved to

England with his family in the late 1950's. As a child he

spent all his free time watching wildlife, especially on

Hounslow Heath on the edge of West London where he

grew up. This at the time was still quite an extensive wild
area and although being so close to Heathrow Airport, the heathland
had a very diverse range of flora and fauna.

Species found there ranged from the common raptors such as
Kestrels, Sparrowhawks, owls and the occasional Hobby to reptiles
such as Grass snakes, Slow-worms and the Common Lizard which
at the time were in abundance. Small ponds, which were actually
bomb craters left over from the Second World War, were full of
newts such as the Smooth Newt and one particular deeper pond
had a healthy population of Great Crested Newts. Invertebrates like
Stag Beetles and Great Diving Beetles could be found on the heath,
as could many species of butterflies and moths such as the
Hawkmoths.

Chris would often stay on the heath until dusk to see some of
the more elusive nocturnal animals like the Badgers, on the edge of
the woods near the boundary of the heath. All this wildlife and
beautiful countryside was an inspiration to the aspiring naturalist and
young artist. He would draw much of the wildlife around him but
also some of the more exotic species such as the tropical butterflies
and moths from his collection of specimens, some of which he still
has to this day. Chris was very taken by insects after encountering a
male Stag Beetle with it's impressive antlers. He used to keep and
breed many species of butterflies and moths and release them back
into their natural environment, which at the time was unspoilt.

B Clockwise from top:
Black Gyr Head Study,
Snowy Owl,

Black Gabar Goshawk




Chris Christoforou

However, by the late 1960's the land
and woodlands were being destroyed by
developers, because the area was to be
used as building plots for the growing
demand for housing. For Chris this was a
devastating blow and coupled with the
family moving to North London where no
such land existed, this put an end to an era
of inspiring wildlife and artistic indulgence.

For a period of around |0 years Chris
did very little in the way of artwork but
pursued his other great passion and that
was playing music. This was an activity he
loved and was always in one rock band or
another; even to this day where he still
plays.

By the late 1970s, Chris found he had a
renewed interest in art and decided he
would like to consider taking art as a full
time occupation. He enrolled in to Barnet
College as a mature student at the age of 26
and embarked on a graphic design course,

which would hopefully help him find a job in
the artworld. As it turned out Chris was
offered a full time job in a publishing house
after only a year and a half of his four year
course. He accepted this position and within
six months he was promoted to studio
manager. Whilst he was working in the
publishing industry he still managed to
produce artwork of his own and indeed
learnt many new techniques.

As a result of his private work, a chance
meeting with a couple of film producers
through an agent led Chris into the film and
television industry. He enjoyed this period
immensely, especially on one particular TV
project for Chanel 4 Television. Chris was

employed as the conceptual artist and
supervising art director for a sci-fi comedy
featuring the comedian Alexi Sayle and
Gavin Richards of Eastenders and ‘Allo Allo
fame. He also worked with other stars such
as Rowan Atkinson on a TV commercial for
the Blood Donation unit of the NHS.

With all this experience since leaving
college and with the varying types of
artwork he had to produce, this made him
into a good all round artist. He could tackle
any type of subject for painting or drawing
and used all types of mediums. By 1987
Chris decided to concentrate on his passion
for natural history and wildlife art, so he
took the plunge to become a professional
wildlife artist. He has now generated an
international reputation for his artwork and
is particularly well known for his paintings of
Big Cats and Birds of Prey. Portraiture and
figurative work also often feature in his
schedule.

For the past 20 years, art material
manufacturers have been very keen to use
Chris and his reputation as an artist to
promote and endorse their products.
Companies such as Chromacolour
International who produce acrylic paints and
The Cumberland Pencil Company who
manufacture the Derwent range of artists
pencils. He is very often called upon to
‘product test’ new materials and evaluate
them before they are launched into the
public domain. Chris has written several
articles for art magazines on painting
techniques and has held many workshops
and demonstrations for these publications.

Organising events is another forte that

Chris has and his most notable project has
been the Wildlife & Raptor Art Exhibition,
held at the British Falconry & Raptor Fair.
Many falconers will be familiar with the
exhibition, as it has been a favourite part of
the fair for the past |5 years. Chris always
manages to pull together some of Britain's
finest wildlife artists to exhibit each year and
has for several years included top artists
from Europe as well. He has organised
several other shows at different country
fairs in the past, but the exhibition at the
Falconry Fair has been and still is the most
outstanding.

A field trip to East Africa was another
event Chris had organised in which he
had invited three other wildlife artists to
join him, to gather research material for a
charity project. The results were a series
of paintings to be sold at the Christie’s
and Sotheby’s Wildlife Art Auctions. The
sales at these auctions have established
Chris as a truly international artist, whose
work is sought after by many art
collectors. A good example of this was
when a wealthy art collector and investor
contacted Sotheby's auction house. He
enquired about working with a wildlife
artist on projects he had in mind. So
Sotheby's recommended Chris for the
job and gave the client his details - the
rest is history.

September 2004 saw Chris jetting off
to the Abu Dhabi Hunting Exhibition. He
was invited to exhibit by an Arab Sheikh'’s
business manager. Abu Dhabi being in the
United Arab Emirates meant that his
subject matter had to be chosen carefully.
He chose to paint Gyr Falcons, a favoured
bird by the Arab falconers for hunting and
as deadlines were tight, he only had three
weeks in which to produce the work.

Upon his return from the United Arab
Emirates, Chris has been commissioned
to paint a portrait of Sheikh Mohamed
Faisal Al-Thani, who will be posing with one
of his White Gyr Falcons. He has once again
been invited to exhibit at the next Abu
Dhabi Hunting Exhibition in September
2005. As a result he is now working
towards this show and also for the British
Falconers Fair in May, alongside
commissioned work that comes in.

For further details on Chris's work,
you can contact him on:
Christo Exhibitions Tel: 01525- 237549,
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" COCH-Y-BONDDU BOOKS |

Pentrerhedyn Street, Machynlleth, Powys SY20 8DJ, U.K.

Phone: 0870 300 2004 Fax: 01654-702857
paulmorgan@anglebooks.com www.anglebooks.com

NEW BOOKS ON FALCONRY & RAPTORS NEW LIMITED EDITION FALCONRY BOOKS

HAWKING & FALCONRY FOR BEGINNERS. Adrian Hallgarth, HBK. .ooveeveeeeenricennnnns £19.95 CLASSICAL FALCONRY: A TREATISE ON ROOK & CROW HAWKING.

CAPTIVE RAPTOR MANAGEMENT & REHABILITATION. Naisbitt & Holz. Hbk........£20.95 Hbk. Nick Fox £75.00
TRAINING BIRDS OF PREY. Jemima Parry-Jones. Pbk. £12.99 FALCONRY IN LITERATURE. David Horobin. Hbk £29.95

UNDERSTANDING THE BIRD OF PREY. Dr Nick Fox. HbK. oo £43.50 THE LOO FALCONRY. Van de Wall. Hbk, £60.00
BIRDS OF PREY HEALTH & DISEASE. J.E.Cooper. Hbk. £65.00 DUCK HAWKING. Joe Roy II1. Hbk £29.95

HOOD, LEASH & LURE: FALCONRY IN THE 20" CENTURY, Roger Upton. Hbk. ...... 0.00 | 1000 YEARS OF FALCONRY. Kenyon Gibson. Hbk. £125.00
A MIXED BAG. Martin Hollinshead. Pbk. £12.95
COMPLETE RABBIT & HARE HAWK. M Hollinshead. Hbk. £28.95
A PASSION FOR HARRIS HAWKS. M Hollinshead. Hbk. £22.95 By Michael McDermott
HAWKING GROUND QUARRY. Martin Hollinshead. HBK. oovooovosecreosssonsesssenisseee eeerern£20.95 Author of THE IMPRINT ACCIPITER.
THE HARRIS HAWK: Management, training & hunting. Lee ACCIPITRINE BEHAVIORAL PROBLEMS: DIAGNOSIS & TREATMENT. Hbk...£50.00
William Harris. Hbk. A £24.95
THE RED-TAILED HAWK: COMPLETE GUIDE TO TRAINING & HUNTING. Liam BARGAIN-PRICED HAWKING BOOKS
MEGrRnaghan, P, ........cooussueeossrmssssssssssssis £2095 JEMIMA PARRY-JONES’ FALCONRY: CARE, CAPTIVE BREEDING & CONSERVATION.
IN PURSUIT OF THE PEREGRINE. Dick Treleaven. Hbk L£20.50  Pbk. (£12.99) £7.95
ARAB FALCONRY. Roger Upton. Hik £60.00  FALCONRY: ART & PRACTICE. E. Ford, Pbk. (£14.99) £7.95
FALCONRY IN THE LAND OF THE SUN - MEMOIR OF AN AFGHAN FALCONER, $.M, UNDERSTANDING OWLS. J. Parry-Jones. Phk. (£12.99) £7.95
Osman, Hbk. £2995 THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF FALCONRY. Adrian Walker. Hbk. (£39.95) . £19.95
New!! MUSINGS OF AN AFGHAN FALCONER. Sirdar Mohamed Osman, HbK, ............ £30,00 FALCONRY FOR YOU, H. Drummond Hbk. (£12.95) £4.95
THE SINEWS OF FALCONRY. Gordon Robinson. Hbk. £30.00  FALCONRY REFLECTIONS. Bob Dalton. Hbk. (£16.95) £4.95
THE SPARROWHAWK: A MANUAL FOR HAWKING, Liam O"Broin, HbK. ....oocooovvee £7500 GOLDEN EAGLE YEARS. Mike Tomkies. Hbk. (£14.99) £5.95
ON WING & WILD WATER. Mike Tomkics. Pbk. (£8.99), £3.95
LIMITED EDITION REPRINTS OF CLASSIC BOOKS PIRATE OF THE PLAINS. Adventures with prairic falcons in the High Desen.
REMINISCENCES OF A FALCONER. Fisher. Hbk. £30.00 Bruce Hank. Pbk, (£16.95) £7.05
FALCONRY. Gilbert Blaine. Hbk. £2500 | EQUINOX: LIFE, LOVE & BIRDS OF PREY. Dan O"Brien. HbK. (£19.95)...c..ovoovvconionns £7.95
ATREATISE ON MODERN FALCONRY. Campbell £5000 | RITES OF AUTUMN. A falconer’s journey across the American West,
BAZ-NAMA-YI NASIRI: A PERSIAN TREATISE ON FALCONRY. Li-Col. D.C. Phillott......£75.00 | . S0, ™ el e : £2.05
O RS TION O B IERINEALCONEY: 7500  THE GOLDEN EAGLE. JeIY Watson, Hbk. (£29.95)............ £20.00

We have the most extensive collection of out-of-print books on falconry and raptors (as well as the largest stock of fishing and sporting books in the world). If you need a
particular title just phone or e-mail. We always want to buy collections of second-hand sporting books.

\ U.K. postage extra up to a maximum of £5. Overseas postage at cost. MASTERCARD / VISA / SWITCH /

COTSWOLD
/ Wildlife Park

— and Gardens —
PLUS

® ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND
@ PICNIC AREAS & CAFETERIA

@® NARROW GAUGE
RAILWAY
@ CHILDRENS FARMYARD

from ANTS to WHITE RHINOS and
BATS to the BIG CATS in 160 acres of
landscaped parkland.

Bird of Prey demonstrations:
May 1st, 2nd, 28th, 29th, 30th & 31st
June 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th

www.cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk

Burford, Oxon 0X18 4JW
Telephone: (01993) 823006

Open daily from 10.00am.
Mid-way between Oxford & Cheltenham
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promised Peter Eldrett | would put an

article together about the joys of my

hybrid for over a year so here goes.

| felt | wanted a new challenge but

wanted to have an experience that |

feel only a Hybrid can give. After many
calls | found what | was looking for, my
chosen bird was to be a small but very
powerful Gyr-Barbary. | have never flown a
hybrid of this type but thought it had a lot
to offer after seeing some the year before.
Large feet and a chest to match but with a
menial flying weight of | pound 5 ounces —
just right.

If you hadn't already guessed this is a
male and goes by the name of Ash. He
arrived at home and settled in quite slowly
in comparison to a peregrine | bought a
few years ago. Ash has never been a
nervous bird but will only do what he
wants, when he wants to do it. Anyway the
training had to start so after a week getting
used to his surroundings | started offering
the usual feeding off the fist campaign, and
to my surprise Ash ate the first evening
way above his flying weight.

This response carried on right up until
the creance was introduced, then, you've
guessed it, Ash did not do what Ash did not
want to do.

Fears taken away

Weight reduction was reinforced until a
respectable response was reached, this
turned out to be 0.5 ounces under his
current flying weight.

He was manned every day both indoors
and outdoors being shown as many
distractions as possible to take away any
fears he may have had.

After only |0 days Ash was off the
creance, and | am sure who ever invented
the creance only did so to put people off
falconry. Although an excellent tool they
can be an absolute pain in the butt.

Ash’s first experiences of free flying
were not too great as he acted more like a
kestrel than a very intelligent hybrid.
(apologies to any offended kestrel flyers!)

This is when | realised Ash would always

the Gyr-Barbary Hyord

take the easy option unless | made it hard
for him. | considered this bird a possible
game hawk and this is the direction |
wanted to go, however how could | get
this kestrel impersonator up and waiting
on?, because the old fashioned techniques
were not working.

| had never used a balloon or a kite but
after reading some articles on the internet |
thought | would try Ash on some kite
training. | am not going to go into much
detail but | feel the kite has taught me and
my bird a lot of new tricks,

| would recommend you read Dave
Scarbrough’s article on “how | learned to
stop Ballooning and love the Kite" for full
details but | will tell you how | went about
it with Dave’s help. After getting the full kit
together | went for a trial run without Ash.
“What a lot of aggro!” | thought after
getting the 8 feet kite up to 1000 feet and
having to get it back down. | didn't think |
would do this for long but how wrong |
was.
The first day with Ash | put the kite up
to approx 300 feet but had a small lure fully
garnished hanging about |5 feet above the
ground. Ash was unhooded and as soon as
he spotted the lure without the usual rouse
he was off the fist and bound straight to the
lure. My spine tingled like the first time |
ever let a bird free, a response like | had
not seen before. After the lure came to the
ground Ash had his fill and stepped up to
the fist without hesitation.

Improving all the time

The next day was just as good but | had
raised the lure to 40 feet from the ground,
Ash was responding really well and | was
waiting for the inevitable problem to occur,
but it didn’t, well not just yet. | continued
raising the lure from 40 to 60, then 100,
200, 300 feet, all this in only 6 days and
what fun | found it.

Ash went from strength to strength until
he reach approximately 500 feet, then for
some reason he did not want the lure but
just wanted to fly around the kite, and take
in the view. With no explanation, after 2

A

m Ash going straight
up to the kite

days of no kite and lure only served in front
of him on the lawn, off he went again, 600,
700, 800, 900, and then 1000 feet.

This little bird is like lightning. He will
never rouse when he is unhooded and sees
the kite, but is off in a flash, powering
straight up getting faster each day. Falcons
have been flying high for many years before
the modern day kite was used, the kite is
not a necessity but | must admit it sure did
get my bird where | wanted him to be.
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What will happen when | take the kite
away | thought, surely he will not be
interested in going up to 1000 feet? My
fears were unfounded. Ash ringed-up
beautifully. He was now putting on muscle
and was ready for some hunting but how
could | be sure he would go up without the
kite? | decided to give him 3 days rest from
the kite and readied my flying ground for
the big day.l needed to be sure if Ash did
reach a good pitch he could be served a
flush that would reward him well.

The big day

The day arrived which was to reinforce
what | had thought about this little falcon
and off | went into the field with some
apprehension. | came across a good point
after only a short time, off with the hood
and well, Ash sat for a second, looked for
the kite, but when he realised it was no
where to be seen he was off, no not off
away but off up. Although the conditions
were perfect Ash set his pitch at about 400
feet, although not 1000 feet, a good
enough pitch to be rewarded.

The flush was none too clever as | was
expecting a partridge to leave for the
heavens, to my concerna grown cock
pheasant came out of the grass like a bat
out of hell.

With no coaxing Ash went into a full
stoop and hit this pheasant with so much
force it was instantly dead. This was an
impressive sight - a | pound 5 ounce bird
sitting on top of another bird twice his size
and he knew it.

Ash made the most amazing noises |
think | have ever heard after a kill, he
deserved this victory and | let him gorge
himself.

Ash continued to take more head of
game in great style showing speed, power
and aggression only seen in this type of
hybrid. My only complaint with him is he is
never really consistent with his pitch and
has never gone up to that magic 1000 feet
since. However, 1000 feet has never really
been necessary with his skill, speed and
strength.

Through the season | used the kite on
off days to reinforce powering up toa
reasonable pitch and to hold his fitness.

Dave Green

End of the season

| finished the season with what | thought to
be a respectable falcon that was just about
to go into the moult and have a well
deserved rest. | will not go too much into
this season as it was cut short but as you
can see from the photo he continued his
skills with that Hybrid Vigour that | feel
cannot be beaten.

Ash has been a major learning curve for
me and | am sure many of you could learn
a lot from this courageous powerful little
falcon, but the biggest impression he made
on me was his unfaltering faithfulness.

Let's Go Fly a Kite...but legally ...

Flying your raptor to a kite can be an invaluable aid to fitness and
overcoming some falcons' apparent ‘vertigo', shown in their
reluctance to fly above a certain height.

However, the maximum height that the kite can be flown without
official permission is 60 metres, or 200 feet in English money, above
ground level (agl). It doesn't sound much, but it is a pretty reasonable
height for a game hawk to wait-on, particularly in relatively enclosed
ground. Kite flying up to 200 feet can also be very useful for fitness
and footing training for broadwings and shortwings and, although this
is an area so far little explored, it can prove rewarding and
entertaining.

As the rule is not to fly the kite at more than 200 feet above
ground level, if you are lucky enough to have a steep hill nearby,
particularly if it has an easterly-facing slope so that the prevailing wind
blows away from the face of the slope, it does mean that the kite can
be flown above the slope. If the falcon is hooded off from lower
down, another one, two or three hundred feet could be added to the
total height. This doesn't sound much but, bearing in mind the wind
direction, the falcon is having to mount into a serious downdraft, as
the wind always follows the downward slope of the hill. It would be
fair to say that mounting 100 feet in such conditions would be harder
than climbing 1000 feet in a slight updraft or convection current, and
it's always more difficult for the more heavily wing-loaded peregrine.
Cleverer falcons can even learn to mount away from the downdraft,
and then return to the overhead.

However, to fly your kite above 200 feet requires the permission

of the CAA. Those of us who fly aircraft for fun believe the initials
stand for “Campaign Against Aviation”, but it actually stands for Civil
Aviation Authority. You can contact them best via their web site
www.caa.co.uk and they are quite amenable to kite-flying requests. If
your application is successful, you will have a little certificate issued,
and your area will be notified to aireraft in the form of a “NOTAM" - a
NOTice to AirMen (even in these emancipated times there are no
“NOTAWSs"), which are issued daily in huge lists, and which pilots (are
supposed to!) check out prior to flying. It is possible that you would
not get permission, depending where you intend to fly. Larger airports
have Control Areas (CTRs) extending in all directions to a
considerable distance, and upwards from ground level, and military
bases have similar airspaces, known as Control Zones (CTZs). Even
small registered airfields have ATZs (Aerodrome Traffic Zones),
extending to either 2 or 2.5 nautical miles radius from the runway
centre.

Most of all, don't be tempted to ignore the 200 feet rule. The
magic figure, which people wish to fly their kites to, 1000 feet, is much
higher than you'd think. Most general aviation is perpetrated at above
1500 feet, usually quite a bit higher, but military fast jets tend to fly
between 500 and 1000 feet agl. Jet jockeys are pretty unusual people,
but not good enough to spota |0 foot kite whilst closing on them at
300+ miles an hour, and when said kite disappears up the intake that
will be some millions of quids worth of aircraft making a big hole in the
ground. That would be enough to get you locked up for a long time. If
the pilot goes with it, it will be a very, very long time . . .
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hree friends and | recently
made the journey to the far
North of Scotland for some
rabbit hawking and
relaxation. Everything had
been arranged so that we would drive up
through Friday night and arrive Saturday
mid-morning. The hawks and dogs would
have the rest of the day to weather and
get over the journey and we would
familiarise ourselves with the estate we
would be hunting over. We would then
have the following six days to just relax
completely and concern ourselves only

with hawking and indulging in some of the
local brew.

The original intention had been that
two of the party would be taking female
Harris Hawlks, one a male Goshawk and
the other a female Goshawlk. We would
also be taking a Brittany and a Vizlaand a
couple of ferrets for good measure. The
Brittany is a very experienced worker and
can also be relied upon to give her best.
The Vizla is a young bitch that is still being
trained. But it was felt that some really
good work could be put into her during
the week, so she accompanied our party.

Stmple

Pleasures

Some eight days before our trip the
male Goshawk was lost flying quarry.
After three days there had been no
sightings so the falconer concerned
decided to pull one of his breeding
females out of the aviary and take her
instead. She was an experienced Gos with
five seasons or so flying behind her. It was
felt it wouldn't take too long to get her
going and so she was included in the
group.

We drove all through the night and
arrived at our destination mid-morning.
Having collected the keys to our cottage
from the big house it was time to get
ourselves, dogs and hawks settled in.
None of us had any intention of flying of
the first day.

Arrival

Unlike a great many cottages that are
rented out to falconers as part of a
package deal, this one had a proper mews
and kennels attached. The mews was very
good indeed with a shelf perch and
individual compartment arrangement for
at least half a dozen large hawks. There
was also a fridge, a freezer and a large
worktable. All-in-all it was very near
perfect. The kennel was a little more basic
but it was dry, warm and sheltered from
the wind. The attached run was a decent




size, so the dogs were going to be just as
comfortable as the hawks.

The human accommodation was also
very well appointed, even including electric
blankets on the bed. Whilst we were in the
process of getting hawks, dogs and ourselves
settled in the keeper showed up and
introduced himself. One of our party went off
with him to look over the land that we were
allowed to fly and have the boundaries
pointed out.

The hawks were duly put out to weather
and each one was given a freshly filled bath
with the exception of one of the Goshawks
that was being weathered on a high perch.
These high perches (Renz Waller) are not a
new idea and have been around in one form
or another for a great many years. Many
people with larger shortwings use the Renz
Waller perch or a derivative of it. Hal
Webster has used high perches for falcons for
several decades. But for some reason the
idea seems to be finding favour again and
certainly one of our party now swears by
them. He maintains that the higher position

In my opinion the
secret of training a
dog is not to overdo
things and make each
lesson or training
session a glorified
extension of play

helps make the hawk steadier when it is
weathering and being up off of the ground it
can't rub its wing tips or end of it’s tail.

I think they are quite a good idea for a
hawk or falcon that is very well manned and
the only real disadvantage that | can see is
that you have to take the hawk or falcon to a
more conventional perch in order to be able
to offer them a bath. As | prefer to give my
hawks or falcons the opportunity to bathe at
the start of nearly every day (obviously
extreme cold, Northerly winds and foggy
days being the exceptions), it means | have to
have two perch set ups to cope.

Once the needs of the hawks had been
seen to and we had got ourselves settled in it
was time to take the dogs for a walk and see
just what was around the cottage. The
answer, in brief, was plenty of rabbits and a

few pheasants. The little Brittany was coming
on point every few minutes and the young
Vizla was getting a good lesson in finding
game and remaining steady on the point.
Each time the Brittany locked onto
something the Vizla would be brought in
behind on a lead. At first it wanted to rush in
and see what it could grab. But it didn’t take
too long for it to settle down a little bit and
start to hold the point, or rather back the
point of the Brittany.

In my opinion the secret of training a dog
is not to overdo things and make each lesson
or training session a glorified extension of
play. Twenty minutes for each session is
enough | feel but the sessions can be
repeated so that the young dog actually gets
three separate sessions each day.

With the amount of rabbits we were
finding in the immediate vicinity of the
cottage all looked good for our week's
hunting. We put the dogs in the kennels and
went for a walk on the adjacent moorland
just to have a look around. We were
fortunate, whilst on the moors, in spotting a
Jack Merlin and towards the end of the day a
haggard Peregrine Falcon. Then it was time
to go back to the cottage and drive into the
nearest town and stock up with food and
drink, etc.

The following day

The plan for the following day was to take
the Harris Hawks out in the morning and the
female Goshawk that was flying already out in
the afternoon. Of the two Harris Hawks one
was a youngster of the year and the other
was a |2 year-old veteran. The youngster had

Bob Dalton

had a few kills but she hadn't yet had a good
clean hard flight at a full grown healthy rabbit.
Her luck was such that each time it was her
turn to fly the rabbit would have myxy or was
half grown or a combination of both.

The falconer with this particular hawk set
himself a target for the first day and this was
to catch just one rabbit with his hawk but to
catch a good one in fair flight. If this was
achieved the hawk would be fed up on the
kill there and then in the field and then taken
back to the cottage and put out on the
weathering lawn for the rest of the day. Here
she would be allowed to slowly digest her
reward.

The veteran Harris Hawk, which belongs
to me, had been in a breeding project for the
last couple of years although prior to that she
had been a very successful hunter. So, | too
was looking for just one kill on the first day
but | wanted one of quality. | would then also
feed my hawk up if she was successful and
start hunting in earnest the following day. |
wanted to get my old hawk ‘Maud’ back into
the swing of things and the last thing | wanted
to do was take her off of her first kill in a
couple of years without giving her a decent
reward.

The female Goshawk was a once
intermewed eyass and had managed to get a
few kills under her belt in her first season.
She had been flying loose a few days before
being taken up to Scotland and her owner
was looking to make a good clean kill with
her. He reasoned that if she caught a very
simple rabbit on the first day then he would
take her up and press on. But if she made a
good kill he would call it a day at that and
reward the hawk.
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At first light the next morning the hawks
were put out to weather and for the first half
an hour were given the opportunity to bathe.
Around ten o'clock we took up the Harris
Hawlks and walked from the cottage to our
first hunting destination. This was a patch of
reeds and miram grass some 40 yards from
our cottage. The young Harris Hawk was the
first to fly and it was decided to see how she
would take to working over the Brittany.
When this particular Harris was being trained
the Brittany and its owner were often
around. The Brittany would be made to sit
close to the falconer as he called the Harris
Hawk to him. At first the hawk didn't like it
but it didn't take too long for the hawk to
accept the dog. But they had never hunted
together which is a little bit different.

Dog put to work

The Brittany was sent into the rough cover
and was very soon on point. The falconer,
with the Harris Hawk on his fist, made his
way over to the dog and then sent the dog in
to flush the rabbit. A rabbit did flush but the
hawk was a little startled by the dog dashing
forward and concentrated on it rather than
what it was producing. This happened again
and it was decided to withdraw the dog and
see if we could just walk a rabbit up out of
the rough. The clumps of grass and reeds
were just a little too close together to be able

humanely as possible. The rabbit was opened
up and the hawk allowed to have a little
warm liver and heart as well as flesh. It was
only when the hawk had already had quite a
good feed that it was noticed that the rabbit
had the start of myxy. It wasn't bad and the
rabbit had run well but it did just take the
shine off of the proceedings a little.

Next up was my old girl ‘Maud'. She is
very experienced and has worked with dogs
most of her life. But as the last two years
have been spent in an aviary | thought |
would either ferret or walk up a rabbit on
this occasion.

We walked on a little way to another
rough patch and walked it through. No
rabbits were spotted or flushed for us. We
then decided to ferret a bury that was on the
top of a small hillock. Two ferrets were
introduced to the holes and we sat back and
waited. | have to say | fully realise that
without ferrets some falconers would never
see a rabbit to chase. | also acknowledge that
ferrets provide tremendous sport. But | can't
stand ferreting and all the standing around it
entails. There also seems to be more digging

The young Harris Hawk was off the fist
Instantaneously and giving chase for all

she was worth

to get a rabbit to bolt clean. There were
plenty of rabbits in but they just ran from one
clump to another never giving the hawk an
opportunity to actually fly them.

The patch of rough ground tapered
almost to a point and we decided to walk it
and see if we could push a rabbit out of the
end. We set about doing this and the rabbits
decided they didn't want to co-operate.
Instead of coming out the end they kept
dashing back past us. It was all getting a little
frustrating. Then about 20 yards behind us a
rabbit broke out to one side and made off
across open grassland. The young Harris
Hawk was off the fist instantaneously and
giving chase for all she was worth. The rabbit
was making for a burrow out in the field and
the young Harris was closing the gap well but
would she be in time?

Only just was the answer. She nailed her
rabbit less than a foot from its hole. It had
been a good clean flight of a decent length
and the falconer rushed over to his hawk to
make sure the rabbit was despatched as
quickly as possible. After all falconers owe it
to their quarry to despatch as quickly and as

involved than most of those that ferret would
have us believe.

But | am glad to say on this occasion a
rabbit popped up within a couple of minutes.
Trouble is it popped straight back down
again. ‘Maud' had reacted instantly and was
off the fist immediately. But even her quick
reactions weren't enough to endanger this
rabbit. It had only shown itself for a couple of
seconds. But at least | knew ‘Maud’ was her
old self and keen to have a close word with a
rabbit if possible.

Nothing else emerged from the bury,
with the exception of the ferrets, so we
moved on and looked for another spot to
work. Within a few minutes we had found
another bury that had all the signs that rabbits
were in residence and the ferrets were
introduced to the holes again. We had an
initial repeat performance of what happened
with the other bury. Again ‘Maud’ was off the
fist instantly but to no avail. As she was flying
back to the fist another rabbit bolted clean
behind her and made off for all it was worth.
My Harris Hawk momentarily touched my
glove and was off in pursuit. She chased the
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rabbit for a good distance and despite its
efforts to throw her off with a last minute jink
she had it firmly round the head and it was
going nowhere.

| ran over and despatched the rabbit and
then paunched it so as to be able to give my
hawk some warm liver and heart. | was
extremely happy. Our hunting partnership
was back on course and the goal for the day
had been achieved. We all walked back to
the cottage pretty pleased with ourselves and
with our hawks. The two Harris Hawks
were put out to weather again and we went
inside the cottage and had rabbit, fried in
garlic and butter with chunks of freshly baked
bread. Excellent.

After lunch

After our hunters lunch it was time to take
the intermewed Goshawk out and see if she
could catch a rabbit. We went up onto a
grassy bank that edged onto a patch of
moorland. We were pretty confident we
would find rabbits sitting out and this proved
to be the case. We walked up three or four
directly under the Goshawk and they bolted
in plain view of her but she hardly took any
notice at all of them. She certainly didn't bate
at them.

We moved on and ran the Brittany for
her and took her in over several good points
and again she refused them all. In the end we
ferreted a bury for her and at least three
good chances presented themselves to her
and she ignored them all. We all knew full
well this Goshawk could hunt and hunt hard
when she felt like it. But it was obvious her
mindset was just not on hunting at that time.
And in all fairness to her falconer he did not
do what so many less experienced falconers
would have done and that is throw the
Goshawk off at one of the rabbits in
frustration. This certainly would have done
far more harm than good. He was
experienced enough with Goshawks to know
that when they are like this there is nothing
that you can do other than go home and try
again tomorrow.

Whilst we had been ferreting for the
Goshawk the last member of our party had
gone back to the cottage to fly his Goshawk
on the creance in the hope that she would be
ready to fly at quarry before it was time to
head back down south again. It was dark as
we trudged back to our temporary home but
we felt we had all in all had a good day. When
we finally got back to the cottage we found
that a tragedy had occurred. A tragedy for
the Goshawk that is. Having had its session

on the creance the owner of the Goshawk
was taking off the creance and putting the
leash back on. Instead of putting the leash on
and then taking the creance off he was doing
it the other way round. Whilst walking along
he had stumbled and let the Goshawk go
with no leash or creance attached, but with a
swivel still connecting the jesses.

The most stupid and basic of mistakes
was very probably going to cost this superb
Goshawk its life. Anyone can make a mistake
and most of us at some time or other do but
to make one like this is almost unforgivable in
my book. This is why | personally never tie
the creance to the swivel, but directly to the
jesses. This way a slip in the same situation
would have meant the Goshawk still flying off
but at least its legs wouldn't have been
shackled together.

It was also dark as the Goshawk had
flown off and so nobody had any real
indication of where she might be. It was
going to be an early start next morning with
all our attentions turned to trying to find the
unfortunate hawk. We telephoned the
keeper to let him know what had happened
and he was extremely helpful. This
Goshawil's favourite prey is pheasant and the
keeper brought us four dead ones down
from his game larder. This way we could
have one each to hopefully entice her with
when we went looking for her. She was still
apparently up in weight and a bit skittish. But
her owner thought she would probably
come down to a dead pheasant thrown out
on the ground. If who ever found her then
stood back and let her really break in to it
they should be able to pick her up without
too much trouble.

First light

Long before first light we were out and
looking for the Goshawk and listening for her
bell. We did in fact find her relatively quickly.
But she moved away each time we
approached. She ignored the dead pheasants
and was gradually moving higher up the valley
and flying directly into the wind. We had
thought she would go downwind and
certainly go onto lower ground not make her
way higher and higher. We lost her after
about 40 minutes and only found her again
because a Merlin gave vent to its feelings
about her being in his territory.

But again she would have nothing to do
with us and kept moving away. We followed
her for another hour or so and then she
disappeared over a ridge. By the time we had
climbed it and got over the top there was no

sign of her. Despite looking for the rest of
the day we never saw or heard of her
again. What a desperate shame and what
a complete and utter waste. Just shows
what a moment's carelessness or
complacency can do. The problem is it is
always the hawk or falcon that pays the
price for human stupidity.

It was a very dispirited group that
returned to the cottage that night. It was
decided that the owner of the Goshawk
would carry on looking the next day and
the rest of us would carry on hawking.
This was not because none of us cared it
was simply that we couldn't do anything.
There was no telemetry on the Goshawk
and we did not know in what direction to
look. It was merely a case of the owner
driving round and watching for tell tale
signs from Rooks, Crows, Ravens and the
like. If he was fortunate enough to get a
sighting then we all had mobile phones
and could get to wherever he might be
pretty rapidly.

The next morning it was back to
hawking with the Harris Hawks with the
Goshawlk scheduled for the afternoon.
But the weather was against us and
hawking had to be abandoned for the
best part of that day. We did manage to
get out for the last hour of daylight with
the young Harris Hawk, but it failed to
make a kill. It had several good
opportunities but its inexperience let it
down and the rabbits made a monkey
out of him. Each time it closed on a rabbit
the rabbit would jink and simply dump
the Harris Hawk. As we walked home
I'm not too sure who was more
disillusioned, the hawk or its owner.
There hadn't been time for me to fly

We lost her after
about 40 minutes
and only found
her again
because a Merlin
gave vent to Its
feelings about her
peing In his
territory
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Simple Pleasures

‘Maud’ and the same was true for the
Goshawk. So, they were both fed lightly in
readiness for tomorrow.

The owner of the lost Goshawk
returned to say he had not seen neither hide
nor hair of his hawk and felt that further
searching was futile. He would wait in the
hopes of receiving a call from one of the
many people he had contacted. The wait
turned out to be a vain one.

Out early

The next day we were out early again with
the Harris Hawks and the day went well right
from the start. We were ferreting a high bank
and managed to bolt a rabbit that then ran
down hill. ‘Maud’ was off and closed rapidly.
The rabbit jinked but ‘Maud’ is too old and
too much the experienced hand to be fooled
by this and stuck a leg out and grabbed him at
the last second. They rolled down the bank a
further ten yards or so before coming to a
halt. | got straight over to them and
despatched the rabbit. This time | would
allow ‘Maud’ a small reward, as | wanted to
catch another rabbit with her on this
morning. But a good start, one flight one
rabbit.

The young Harris Hawk was up next as
‘Maud’ took a breather. We bolted a rabbit
from the same bury and this one ran up hill.
The young hawk chased hard and after some
fifty yards or so had closed the gap. The
rabbit jinked but the young hawk had learnt
her lesson from the previous day. As the
rabbit jinked so did the hawk and took him
with both feet around its head. A good kill
and a lesson well learnt. This is what the
falconer with the young hawk had been
hoping to achieve on this trip. He wasn't after
a large bag but a decent quality flight. He
wanted his hawk to learn some field craft and
become slightly more experienced with her
footing. He felt, as did we, that this had been
achieved. He would feed his hawk up on her
kill today and then just enjoy the rest of the
week. He felt that the self-imposed pressure
he was under to help his hawk perform
properly had been lifted.

| wanted another kill with ‘Maud’ and
duly got exactly that. In fact | got a truly
spectacular kill and one that will live on in my
memory for a very long time.

We ferreted a bury that was on the lip of
aridge. Over the ridge was a drop of some
twenty feet to the edge of a lake below. We
thought that if we could get a rabbit to bolt it
would have to run uphill to one of the many
holes that were above us. The hawk would

have an uphill flight but she would have the
chance of catching the rabbit well and truly
out in the open with a fair way to run. Things
were looking good for a decent flight and
hopefully a good kill. Problem was that the
rabbit had not read the script.

After a relatively short wait a rabbit did
bolt. But it ran over the edge of the ridge and
ran along the ridge just over the lip. We
couldn't actually see the rabbit, just its head
every now and again as it bobbed up and
down. But apparently this was enough for
‘Maud’ and she was off after it and at a good
pace. She closed on the rabbit and as its head
momentarily appeared it was suddenly
wearing a female Harris Hawk. But ‘Maud’
had hit him so hard that the two of them
sailed out into mid air. Then they both
started to drop as one. ‘Maud’ was actually
underneath the rabbit and we saw her switch
one foot from the rabbit's head to its
hindquarters. Fortunately, gravity played its
part and righted the pair so that the rabbit hit
the ground with ‘Maud’ uppermost.

| scrambled down the bank and made
sure the rabbit was dead. ‘Maud’ was given a
massive crop as a reward and | sat beside her
full of pride for her prowess as a hunting
hawk. That most certainly was us finished for
the day. It was back to the cottage for us all
and the two Harris Hawks were put out to
weather, both with full crops. We had a light
lunch and then made preparations to out
with the Goshawk.

Before the other Goshawk had been lost
the Goshawk we were about to fly had
showed signs of wanting to join the green
party or become a vegetarian. We ardently
hoped that today she would remember what
she was put on this earth to do.

Open land

Our starting point was a decent bury right
out in the open and we hoped a bolting
rabbit in this sort of situation would stimulate
her. Eleven rabbits later we realised that this
was not going to be the case. To be fair all |1
were probably not really first class
opportunities for her. But at |east one of
them should have turned her on and at least
made her bate at it.

How easy it would be at this point for a
less experienced falconer to think this is
purely a weight related problem and the
hawk needs taking down a bit. None of us
believed that for a second. We still held the
belief it was a state of mind and she would
switch herself on when she was truly ready.
We moved on to a reedy area and hoped

Before the other
Goshawk had been
lost, the Goshawk we
were about to fly haa
showed signs of
wanting to join the

green party or
become a vegetarian.
We ardently hoped
that today she

would remember
what she was put on
this earth to do

that perhaps a walked up one would do the
trick. Certainly the first one did not. It could
not have been better as a slip. It got up at our
feet, ran out of the reed bed and then some
hundred yards or so across open grassland.
What more could you ask for, other than a
Goshawk hot on its heels.

The next rabbit did not bolt clean and
moved from one patch of reeds to another.
Never showing itself for more than a couple
of seconds at a time. But after it had moved
for the third time the Goshawk suddenly
crashed into the patch of reeds in an attempt
to foot the rabbit. It missed and the rabbit
scurried for another patch. Again the
Goshawk tried and again failed. This went on
for three more attempts till the Goshawk
was taken up on the fist and we moved on. It
was good she had suddenly switched back on
but we did not want her switching off again
out of sheer frustration.

The next rabbit we walked up never
stood a chance. The Goshawk saw it move
before we did and the rabbit had barely got
20 yards before she was on it. She sat on her
prize as if she had been doing this all day
everyday. We all felt a tremendous relief that
she had finally switched on. She remained
switched on for the rest of our break.

The last couple of days of our break saw
all three of our hawks flying well and showing
good sport. We didn't catch huge numbers of
rabbits but then that was never the intention.
What we did have was some good sport and
some excellent fun. Good falconry is one of
the very finest field sports. Poor falconry is
nothing less than a travesty. | felt we had had
good sport and enjoyed some excellent
falconry. The only cloud was the tragic and
unnecessary loss of the older Goshawk.
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We specialise in the production of

Glove B;‘lckskin
Natural Kangaroo

whole skins only

= ¢

Most credit cards accepted

Email: jeremylaw@moccasin.co.uk Website: www.moccasin.co.uk

DEPT. FM o CITY HALL o DUNKELD @ PERTHSHIRE o TEL 01350 727569 » FAX 01350 728748

Chicks & Raptor food
In Scotland and the North of
England. Top quality blast frozen
day old chicks, quail, rats and mice.
More outlets equired throughout
the North.

DISCOUNT ON BULK PURCHASES.

Astroturf
The real thing, use the best for your
bird. Cut lenghts, rolls, 1/2 rolls.

Phone Scotland

0870 907 7907

RaptorBox

Transportation Boxes & Cadges, Shelf Perches
& Imprint-Tanks e

For more information on
products call Paul on

01952 415418

Website: www.raptorbox.co.uk
E-mail: info@raptorbox.co.uk

Also custom transportation unit for 4x4s & vans
MADE BY FALCONERS FOR FALCONERS

Going away? Who is going to look
after your Birds of Prey?

WE WILL

Birds are keprt in secure surroundings and
specialist feeding requirements can be mer.
Birds are tethered in weathering during the day “&&

and shelf perched in a secure building at night.

We also have a superb German Wirehaired Pointer dog available
for stud.

For details contact Tony Bryant on 01454 294258 (Glos)
Mobile 07770 580687

E-mail: tonshei@aol.com www.raprorcare.biz

Szzppliers oj '

Nubuok gloves, falcons: 1"?32#:. hawking vests, rafito

A

Websiter swww.raptoroniginals, coRia

MEail: raprorinyarkalk . dseali.go.uk
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We hai_'nes_s the best manufact'urers of radio y ;D.'altunr? QEIEEtl‘UIIl[S 1th

electronics in the world today, to bring you what we

belive to be the best telemetry systems available, bath Are the UK distributor of

in quality and price. Merlin Systems Inc. range of
We understand that buying a telemetry system is not falconry transmitters.

only a major purchase, it can also be a bit of a lottery. From a high power 35 day

To remove the risk element and to show just how transmitter to a tiny 4 gram, 15

confident we are in our systems, we offer a genuine 21 mile, short 6.5 antenna unit.

day no quibble money back guarnatee. 4 We I'!ave a Merlin transmitter
To top it all, we now have one of the best RF to suit you.

technicians in the UK working along side us, which 4

vt sy SO SR Falconry Electronics Lid

In short, no other telemetry supplier offers a more ' & . i/ 19 Chestnut Close
comprehensive range of services than we do. 3 AR Greetland

@ Electronic tracking equipment i : Halifax
® Receivers and transmitters ex stock e, T R W. Yorkshire HX4 8HX
@ Sterling high power transmitters ) = . i Tel'ephonelFax: 01422 376127
® Pointer dog activity transmitter collars = ok ; = APy
~ E-ma falcoelectro@anl.com

® Telemetry repair and re-calibration sery

® Most types of equipment repaired

The Ultima
Hawking Jacket.

A proper sleeveless hawking
jacket that has been designed
specifically for the falconer. Deep
quarry pocket across the back
and a whole host of other
pockets, some with zips. A
special hood pocket is included
as well as a large internal zip
pocket for car keys, etc. The
meat pocket has a separate
lining and the whole garment
can be safely washed in a
machine. It comes in small,
medium, large and extra large
sizes. In stock now.

The Ultima Hawk Box

Top of the range transport box available in
medium and large sizes. Incredibly strong,
yet very light. Made from high quality
materials and has stainless steel fittings and

fixtures. They have a rebated door for added Price £85.00 plus £3.00 post
security and a fold flat carrying handle. Why and packing.

let your hawk settle for anything less? In

stock now. Prices Large £130.00 WRITE OR PHONE FOR CATALOGUE OF FULL RANGE OF

Medium £125.00 plus carriage. EQUIPMENT, BOOKS & VIDEOS

FALCON LEISURE &=

Pointers Rest, 1 Witt Road, Fair Oak, Eastleigh, Hants SO50 7FW
Tel/Fax: 02380 696921 Mobile: 07774 267790 =

E-mail bobdalton@falconleisure.fsnet.co.uk Web site: www.falconleisure.com

FALCON LEISURE
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| Register it BEFORE you lose it!

‘new IBR DIRECTORY
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* Registration — £10 for 3 years cover
* Documents & Certificates of Captive Breeding
< Lost, Found & Stolen Database for all birds of prey.
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IT COSTS NOTHING TO REPORT A LOST BIRD.
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=== Tiercel House, Falcon Close, Scotton c
North Yorkshire DL9 3RB

Q Established ten years - family owned
{0 RUN FOR FALCONERS by falconers
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Animal Foods
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Looking for a falconry
club near you?

Go to:-

v falconclubs.Jsnet.co.k

You will also find some
raptor food suppliers

CLUB DIRECTORY

Wireless cctv camera
New bird watch wireless system with SOUND
| AUTOMATIC OR MANUAL
: @ CAMERA SELECTION
@ & é COLOUR.BLACK / WHITE
| PICTURE IN TOTAL
DARK NEST BOX

*s“ff::/“ £320.00

www.birdwatchbox.co.uk

NEST WATCH

Wireless Single Unit
Low light colour/inrared

black andjwhite

o

Order line 01892 6646!

Just plug in  WATK
and watch TO
on your :
television

£119.00
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he best part of

25 years ago, | invested in
my first electronic ferret
finder and have never been
without one since.

In fact the original is still working. It's
had a couple of services and has been
buried more than once but continues to
keep going. | had previously been out a few
times with ferreters using Heath Robinson
style devices, including one that worked off
a transistor radio and when it found a
ferret on Sundays we would be digging to
‘Family Favourites’ which, for some reason,
it seemed to tune in to. Attractive though
the proposition of excavating to the strains
of Bernard Cribbens singing of an “Ole in
the ground’ was, | opted for one of the
then revolutionary Deben ferret locators,

the greatest leap in ferreting technology for
a few years. They still sell them now,
although a new re-designed version should
be available at about the time you read this.

An investment made

At first | ferreted as if | was still using a
liner but the old hob was fitted with the
locator collar instead of a collar and ‘line’.
When my jill lingered, in would go the
hob and nine times out of ten digging
would commence in pretty short order.
Then an associate, rather brighter than
me, let slip he only worked his jills but
fitted them all with collars and dug to
them. This was a revelation. | invested
some hard earned cash in another couple
of collars and my ferreting was

dggno

O

VIC

® Myxamatosia is a disgusting way to die

4ﬂ The Falconers & Raptor Conservation Magazine
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Raobin Tarrant

transformed. It really sped up the whole
operation. If a ferret failed to show after
five or ten minutes and there’d been no
action then out came the locator. Prior to
this I'd have left her in there for half an
hour without worry. My eyes were
opened as to how many rabbits the jills
were killing below ground and the
locators depth wheel made me suddenly
aware just how deep some of these
buries really are.Now | seldom put a
ferret to ground without a locator collar.
The ferrets get used to wearing them and
| keep close tabs on them. It avoids
delays.

This is especially important when
ferreting for hawking. Waiting around
quietly for half an hour or so may be all
part of successful ferreting to nets but a
(what is the collective name for hawkers?)
of hawkers can grow impatient. After a
while the attention of the ‘on standby’
austringer and hawk can wander to the
sometimes not quite-so-muted
conversation of onlookers waiting their
appointed slip. Maybe a hub-bub of
hawkers would be appropriate. To avoid
this wherever possible it's best to ferret
small shallow buries in preference to deep
hundred holers that inevitably lead to a
hole-hopping session. That way things
move along and when a dig does happen
it's a few spade-fulls, rather than a major
excavation project.

When you've recovered the ferret
remember that whilst you may have had a
hard dig she’s had a bit of a battle down
there. A little drop of milk for the ferret is
a fair reward.

Myxomatosis hits hard

There was a bad outbreak of myxy locally
about six to eight weeks ago and it has
really affected sport. Once rabbits have a
touch of this disgusting virus, whether it is
the start of an infection or recovery from
one, they become reluctant to bolt. | guess
that because they are not up to par they
feel there is a better chance of survival by
battling it out with a ferret below ground
rather than bolting. In conditions like these
a few digs are inevitable and a good
locating/digging technique is essential.

Check the locator

The first rule of using locators is — check it
is working effectivley before putting a




ferret to ground. It doesn't take a few
minutes to do but you'd be surprised just
how often it's forgotten. Get a tape and
either lock it at say three feet out (current
locators are in imperial) or put a mark on a
convenient wall or tree. Put the collar on
the ground and test the locator at that
distance from directly overhead. How
accurate is it? If it’s not reading right are the
batteries fresh? Are the contacts nice and
good clean? Don't forget the inside of the
collars battery retaining cap is a contact too
and give it a clean out with a wire brush
and a bit of wet and dry paper. This is a
really useful tip and if you have any old
collars that have stopped working give the
battery cap a thorough clean up and it
might just be a case of ‘not quite dead'.
What happens is that if it is tightened a bit
too much a clear corrosive liquid leaks
from the battery and reacts with the
aluminium cap forming a hard clear coating
destroying the contact.

Does your locator get it's best reading
from directly above the collar. I've seen,
and used, odd ones that read slightly out,
getting a louder click-click from a position
slightly to one side of the collar. When

® A drop of milk
is a fair reward

marking for a dig these few inches make all
the difference and it can be easy to dig
right past a tunnel, wasting time and
possibly losing a rabbit. If you know this
before starting you can auto-correct. | do
hate leaving a rabbit down there!

At the end of the day

The group of falconers | ferret for have
taken to scoring proceedings as though it
was a football match. On one Saturday it
was hawks four — ferrets three, which
wasn't exactly fair because it was really
ferrets five but they'd killed two a bit too
deep (in the absence of a JCB) for me to
dig down without holding up the day.
What's in the bag is what counts. But

that’s life | guess — a rabbit in the bag is
worth two in the ground.

Another little thing I've noticed is that
when | have a successful dig and magician
like pull a rabbit from the hole I've just
sweated over, what happens? | get shut
out! They cuddle their hawks to their
chests and turn their backs on me, hiding
my triumph from the birds sight. It's really
quite upsetting to such a sensitive soul as
me. Are they sore losers or what?

But it has been explained to me that if a
bird sees the rabbit I'm holding it will want
to bate madly towards the bunny. | now
see the sense of hiding the rabbit from the
birds and the falconers don't get upset with
me anymore. Still, they like the tea | brew
at the end of the day!

Line bred for g
character and

Falconry Originals 15 Rustic
Lincolnshire DN21 3LF, England.
Tel: 01427 628511 or 01427 628439 FAX: 01427 628511

Renowned as the best
range of falconry
equipment in the

world
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obbie was educated at Rugby

School, a very famous school in

England, having been

established in |567. It was here

at Rugby School that his
interest in Falconry was sparked when
Captain Knight made a visit to the school
with his Eagle, Mr Ramshaw.

In 1932, when he was just |6 years of
age, he was already flying a Goshawk
named “The Black Prince”, and he also
owned a Cormorant by the name of
“Charles”. It was also in this same year that
Bobbie met Jack Mavrogordato. They
were to become firm friends and hawking
companions. As his story unfolds it will
become obvious that Bobbie was highly
respected, as a person, and as a Falconer
by Mavrogordato. This is reflected in the
July 1949 issue of The Journal of the British
Falconers’ Club where he writes of Bobbie:

“He first arrived on the scene at
Avebury in 1932, a schoolboy with a
screaming gos and a cormorant; and to my
lasting good fortune he apprenticed himself
to me. He had soon mastered all | had to
impart on the subject of short-wings, and
in future years proceeded to learn from
Major Allen and others the very different
art of flying peregrines. Combining
enthusiasm, keen vision, an untiring
physique, and natural insight into falcon

mentality, he soon outstripped all his
contemporaries, and in “Rufus” trained a
first-class rook tiercel, which for many
years did great execution on “the plain”. In
1935 he and | conceived the idea of
reviving the sport of magpie hawking in
Ireland, and for three consecutive seasons
took out a party to the West of Ireland for
the purpose and met with ever-increasing
success. The war put a stop to this sport,
to the resumption of which after the war
he was looking forward with the greatest
impatience. It was not to be: and while
those of us who are left are doing our best
to carry on, as he would wish, it is with a
vivid sense of loss and the knowledge that
many a future magpie will owe its safety to
the absence of that boyish whip-cracking
figure on the skyline.”

Bobbie was a member of the British
Falconers' Club and is recorded as such in
the first ever copy of The Journal which was

Bobbie was born Robert Richard

Patrick Spens, the son of Sir Patrick
Spens, K.B.E., Q.C., M.P and Lady

Hilda Spens. He was born in India
as his father was stationed there
with the British Army. He had an
elder brother Michael and two
younger sisters Patricia and Susan.

May 1937. Not only was he a member, he
was also a Member of the Committee as
was Mavrogordato, George E. Lodge,
Gilbert Blaine and T.A.M. Jack. Bobbie flew
his birds with these Falconers and many
others that are known to us.

It is known that he flew a Merlin at one
stage but his main passion was the
Peregrine, which he flew at Rooks and
Magpies. In this same copy of The Journal
Bobbie has the honour of having the first
ever article published which is entitled
‘Magpie Hawking'. At the time he was just
21 years old.

His sister Susan recalls that their
childhood was a very happy one. Being
much younger than Bobbie she cannot
remember too much about his birds
except for Charles the Cormorant. In the
summer of 1933 they took Charles
swimming at Littlestone on Sea and he had
a Washing Line attached to him. She recalls

Falconers
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him being fed in the kitchen of their house
on Herrings that cost them |d each (One
Penny).

She also remembers two Falconer
friends coming to visit them. One was
Mavrogordato and the other TA.M. Jack.
She was always amused when her brother
was with Mr Jack. When they spoke with
each other they never used Christian
names, always referring to each other as
Spens or Jack. When she enquired why,
Bobbie informed her that this is how it was
done at school.

On leaving Rugby School, Bobbie went
to Wye College in Ashford, Kent where he
received a Diploma in Agriculture in 1937.
During his time there one of the birds he
was flying was a Peregrine Falcon by the
name of “Lindsay”. Bobbie was a friend of
George Lodge and a recently discovered
painting by Lodge, which has not been seen
outside of the family for many years, shows

Paul Beecroft (UK) & Peter Devers (US)

- T C
B Bobby and Black Prince

“William Rufus” or “Rufus” as it was
better known. There are several
recorded mentions of this bird by
both Mavrogordato and Lodge.

Mavrogordato, in his book, A
Falcon in the Field had the following
to say:-

‘Tiercels, too, are capable of
taking both rooks and crows, and |
have myself known at least one, a
small tiercel named “William Rufus”,
trained and flown by Robert Spens
before the war, who was equal to
the best rook-hawks in dash,
perseverance and courage, if not in
style’.

Lodge in his book, Memoirs of an
Artist Naturalist says:-

‘| have only once seen a hawk
capable of catching rook in a tree;
this was an eyass tiercel called
"Rufus”, flown on Salisbury Plain by

The tiercel tried to catch the rook on the
ground, but of course the rook dodged
around the stack and got away out of

sight of the hawk

“Lindsay” sitting on her block in 1936,

From Wye College he went to
Castleacre, Norfolk and took up the
position of Estate Manager for Captain
Keith. Working here gave Bobbie plenty of
time for Falconry with many acres and
numerous Rooks and Magpies to hunt.

It was also during 1937 that Bobbie and
Mavrogordato made their first trip to
Ireland for Magpie Hawking following in
the footsteps of Capt. Salvin nearly 100
years before them. Accompanying them
was Bobbie's sister Patricia Spens who was
also a member of the BFC and perhaps the
first ever female member. Pat herself was a
falconer who trained and hunted a 1934
Austrian Goshawk named “Cleopatra”, a
Hobby named “Felix”, and a Kestrel named
“Chally” among others.

She helped out considerably and was a
welcome addition in any hunting party. A
Merlin owned and flown by Dr. H.O.
Blandford, another BFC member was
named ‘Girl Pat’, possibly after Pat Spens.

By all accounts Bobbie also flew an
exceptional Tiercel Peregrine named

R. Spens in 1937. There was a
certain tree by a small farmhouse,
which was a favourite refuge for
rooks that were being flown in the
neighbourhood. On one occasion a
rook was being flown by “Rufus” and
put into some stacks as the hawk
stooped at it. The tiercel tried to catch the
rook on the ground there, but of course
the rook dodged around the stack and got
away out of sight of the hawk. Spens had
run up just in time to help his hawk, of
which he seized hold and flung after the
rook, now a hundred yards away. The
hawk chased the rook to this tree by the
farm, hunted it through the branches of the
tree, forced it to the ground and took it
there.’

‘The next day the same hawk was
slipped at a rook on passage in the same
neighbourhood. The rook after being well
flown took refuge in the same tree, where
a carrion crow joined in to mob the hawk.
But the crow had made a bad mistake, for
he was caught in the tree by the tiercel.’

Tragically, “Rufus” met with an accident

when he took quarry that he was not being
flown at. In his autobiography, Behind the
Scenes, Mavrogordato writes:

“The best magpie hawk was Bobbie’s
small tiercel Rufus. He came to an untimely
end. He had been slipped at a party of
magpies when a flock of domestic geese,
alarmed by our shouting, took wing, and
Rufus checked at them and pursued them
out of vision. We eventually discovered him
in a ditch, on the back of one of the geese,
which he was of course unable to kill. The
goose for its part had managed to scratch
open the hawks back with the claws of one
foot. The wound turned septic, and this
brave little tiercel soon afterwards died
from septicaemia.”

On September 39 1939, England
declared war with Germany and for many
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We

Falconers

members of the BFC, including Bobbie,
Falconry took a back seat. At the
outbreak of war Bobbie joined the Royal
Artillery and was attached to 65 (The
Norfolk Yeomanry) Anti-Tank Regiment
as a Lieutenant.

On 22" September 1939 he married

his sweetheart Elisabeth Leach. Elisabeth
was a friend of his sister Pat and had
accompanied them on their hawking
expedition to Bellmullet, Ireland in 1938.
She was a vivacious and engaging person
who, though not a falconer herself,
passionately enjoyed watching the
beauty of the flights. Her participation in
falconry culminated at the first BFC
annual dinner following the war where
she was an honoured guest.

On 9th February 1940, Bobbie and

his Regiment sailed for France on the
Ulster Monarch, one of the few Belfast
Ships to survive the war. His Regiment
took part in the battle at Arras in mid
May as part of Polforce and Frankforce.
By the 20th May, Arras was surrounded
but still holding out. The Regiment
suffered heavy losses during the retreat
to Dunkirk as it went through
Poperinghe and battery’s had to be
amalgamated. They were finally
evacuated on the 315t May. During the
battle Bobbie was wounded, but during
the course of the battle he was
mentioned in despatches for

B Ulster Monarch

distinguished and meritorious service
and was awarded the Military Cross.

Bobbie recuperated from his wounds

in England and by August 1940 was back
with his Battery in Doncaster. Falconer,
Gilbert Blaine’s Hawking diary reveals
the following entry.

August 1940. It was impossible to fly

hawks until near the end of the month
owing to the high winds and bad weather. |
sent one young Sanaig falcon to Robert
Spens, who is marking time with his
battery at Doncaster..............

This Sanaig falcon, a hacked eyass

peregrine, was one of those given to

Gilbert Blaine by Kim Muir’s sister Gillian.
Muir, another ardent falconer, was killed
during a battle in France in May, 1940.

On 5t October 1940, at Sibton Park,
Lymminge, Kent, Bobbie and his wife
Elisabeth celebrated the birth of their
daughter Helen.

In early 1941 Bobbie once again found
himself fighting in another part of the
world, this time in North Africa. His
Regiment were engaged in heavy fighting in
June at Capuzzo and by November they
were in the Bir Fakrun, Sofafi and Jerabub
area. On 26t November the Regiment
were supporting the New Zealanders
around Sidi Rezegh and by the beginning of
December they were at El Duda just south
of Tobruk and then at Gazala.

It is hard for many of us to imagine what
life must have been like for individuals such
as Bobbie, fighting courageously far from
home, with imminent death a constant
companion. The hardships that he had to
endure must have been stressful and soul
stinging. His thoughts were often of home,
of his family and his falconry. During what
was possibly a short lull in the fighting
Bobbie penned the following poem, a
poem that has not to date been seen by
any, except Bobbie's family. With the
permission of his daughter Helen, below
are the thoughts of a young soldier falconer
we'd like to share with you.

Western Desert / December 10th 1941

| stood and stared at this waste of land

At the hard dark ridges and stretches of sand
And | saw again the woods and fields

OF the South of England, its downs and wealds
The trees that are bare and the fields, green

Or rich dark brown where the plough has been
And | heard again the whistle of bells

As my falcon made the stoop that tells

And | felt again the winds and frost

OF winters gone by that are almost lost

But then, above, | heard the hum

Ofa p|ane and | thought of the weeks to come
Of war and the desert, where there was no rain
| turned to my truck and drove on again.

Shortly after writing this poem Bobbie
was once again wounded in action and was
then captured by the enemy and he was
taken prisoner. A decision was made to
transport all Allied prisoners to ltaly for
internment, and Bobbie along with
hundreds of others, was herded aboard
an Old ltalian transport ship and locked in
its hold.

On the voyage to Italy, aboard this

transport ship which was devoid of any
markings showing that it was a POW ship,
Bobbie Spens once again heard “the hum
of a plane” overhead. The engines he
heard were war planes of the Allies,
coming, not to rescue him, but to destroy
as much of the Axis shipping as possible.
His convoy was heavily bombed and
strafed. The transport ship he was on was
sunk, somewhere uncharted, in the cold
waters of the Mediterranean.

Bobbie never again was to see “the
woods and fields of the South of England”.
He was never again to see the daughter
born to him while on duty, or hear again
his wife's sweet voice. His thoughts must
have been of them as his ship went down.
Family, friends like Mavrogordato, Muir,
Jack, and Knight, and his homeland of
England must have warred for time in his
mind and heart as the waters closed
around him. And perhaps, for the ghost of
a minute, as his heart beat its last, he
smiled as the names of his hawks and
falcons came to mind. Perhaps, at the close
of his life, at 26, for the final time, “he
heard again the whistle of bells, as my
falcon made the stoop that tells”.

thanks to:

B Copyright Poul Beecroft & Peter Devers
graphs reproduced from ariginals supplied by Helen Scott

Suson Spens
¢ch reproduced from o Fostcard

coner’s Club with their kind permission for the extracts
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B Wye College
B Roger Uipten
B Derek Barton
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Now Available - Limited Edition

Falconry Books |
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Only 1,000 signed and numbered copies have been printed

Classical Falconry by Nick Fox, US$125 - The Loo Falconry

by JWM van da Wall, US$100 - Duck Hawking by Joe Roy I,
US$50, Falconry in Literature by David Horobin, US$50

(Iprnr‘ T}lp{nr And in unlimited numbers HAWNING s FALCONRY
Captive Raptor Management o NS
A & Rehabilitation US$39.95, i
by Richard Naisbitt & Peter Holz [ '
1 and Hawking and Falconry JJQ
for Beginners, US$29.95, | Y
"by Adrian Hallgarth ‘ lr

email sales@hancockhouse COM - WWW. hancockhouse com
Hancock House Publishers, 1431 Harson Avenue, Blaine, WA, USA 98230-5005
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college of
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www.acreswildfalconry.com

Situated within easy reach of the M20 and Ashford
International Station from London and via the channel
tunnel from Europe.
280 acres with on-site college and hawking facilitics.
Courses tailored for individual requirements and bird
species beginners introduction.
% Raptor management
* Courses from one day to full five day courses
% Bird handling days
* Dedicated species tuition, husbandry and education
* Photograpic work
* Film and TV
% Educational visits for all students and associated animal
management programs
* One to one tuition for specified speices
* Raptor leathercraft and handling classes

Please call us for details, bookings or an informal chat

01233 660100

Acres Wild Falconry College, Kingsnorth,
Nr Ashford, Kent

Introducing Buddy, the
Worlds first digital
egg Monitor.

Details and prices from:

Avitronics, Rose in Valley,
Lower Hugus Road,
Threemilestone, Truro,
Cornwall TR1 2YR.
Phone/Fax: 01872-262777

E-mail: avitronics@globalnet.co.uk
Web site: www.avitronics.co.uk

The National
Birds of Prey
" Centre - School

(The National Birds of Prey Centre),
Newent, Gloucestershire, GL18 1]]
Tel: 0870 990 1992

FLY BIRDS OF PREY & OWLS

Join us for the ultimate experience...
An opportunity to practice one of the world’s oldest
country sports

The National Birds
of Prey Centre

is now offering you the chance to

choose your day

% Spend a morning handling
birds of prey with a choice of
hunting with hawks or
flying a falcon in the
afternoon.

% Spend a day handling and ﬂylmz a \-arlcry of owls.
* For a more intense experience into falconry, why not try our 5
day course? I
The National Birds of Prey Centre, Newent,
Gloucestershire, GL18 1]]
Tel: 0870 990 1992 Fax: 01531 821389
Email: kb@nbpe.co.uk www.nbpc.co.uk

For more information on the Experience Days & Courses visit our website as above.

The Falconers & Raptor Conservation Magazine @



Classified

Tel: 0870 224 7820
Fax 0870 224 7850

FALCONRY FURNITURE TAXIDERMY

HAND CRAFTED FALCONRY
FURNITURE BY

JAN VANCE

Renowned for quality workmanship and
practicality, all at an affordable price.

SAE please for catalogue.

MARTIN JONES
FALCONRY FURNITURE

Full range of equipment available
For colour catalogue please ring
01600 750300 or write to:
The Parsonage, Llanrothal,
Monmouth NP25 5QJ

E-mail: sales@falconryonline.com

80 Ramsey Drive, Arnold,
Nottingham. NG5 6QQ
Tel: (0115) 9203682.

e-mail: sales@falconryequipment.com
web site: www.falconryequipment.com

www.falconryonline.com

TAXIDERMIST

Registered with the Guild of
Taxidermist requires all legitimate

Robert Marshall

Natual History Services

TAXIDERMIST

Stoke-on-Trent

Birds, Mammals, Fish & trophies
mounted to high standards.

0779 083 1987

istoouk  Eemaik robiith co.uk

Birds of Prey. Best prices paid.

Tel: 01263 822481

07957 856281
Fax: 01263 821587

for further details

f. ?f /M
LARGE & FINNISH GOSHAWKS
& HARRIS HAWKS 01708 222322

BIRD INSURANCE

Call 0800-015-4484

or email gvinsurance@aol.com

for your free info pack.

Golden Valley Insurance, The Olde Shoppe,

Ewyas Harold, Herefordshire, HR2 OE

VETERINARY SERVICES FOOD SUPPLIES

Co ]- HALL Veterinary Surgeons

Members of the Association of Avian Veterinary Surgeons and the British Veterinary
Zoological Society.
Full hospitalistion and diagnostic facilities, endoscopy and ultrasound.
Full laboratory back-up.

Tel: 020 8876 9696 Fax: 020 8878 6359
15 Temple Sheen Road, London SW14 7PY

DOG FOR SALE

TECKEL. (Continental Dachshund)

18 month old bitch for sale, Stud book registered bred by
Ryedon Chase Hunt. £250. Read about dachshunds in Rabbit
Hunters Dogs and this is one better with a short back and
longer legs. Not a house dog but born to hunt.

Look at the website www.teckel-society.co.uk.

01268 763902 (Essex) aquila72@tiscali.co.uk

Raptor & Reptile
Nutrition Ltd.

Suppliers of Europe’s premier quality frozen raptor foods
from Kiezebrink of Holland.
Deliveries throughout the Midlands, Wales and
South West of England.

Raptor & Reptile Nutrition Ltd.
Unit A2, Churcham Business Park
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Churcham, Glos GL2 S8AA
Contact Charlotte Hill on 0777 978 8916
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New perspectives for
perfect observation:
~ The new Swarovski EL binocular
es you to easily enjoy
ing viewing experiences.
ightweight, compact

qualities
1 the EL series.

AROVSK

CORIP RSN

Swarovski U.K. LTD. = Perrywood Business Park * Salfords, Surrey RH1 5JQ * Tel. 01737-856812 * Fax 01737-856885



THE WORD “LOST” IS LOSING ITS MEANING. PMarshall

RADIO TELEMETRHY
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BP Transmitter AT Plus Transmitter PowerMax Transmitter Micro Transmitter

Stealth G2-100 Tracking Receiver Stealth Dash-Mount Car Receiver PowerPoint Dog Transmitter

&

PowerPoint HP Dog Transmitter

-1

\ CALL GARLANDS: 0044 (0)1827 383300

GAR LAN DS: We are the official

distributors of
o 1 8 2 7 astroturf for
falconry and
associated sports
383300 and hobbies.
For supplies and full

E-mail: Sogsr
janette.thompson@garlands.uk.com please call.

No one goes to the lengths we do.

Complete system with hard case

Field Marshall Receiver

www.marshallradio,com

® [ - . [ A\ B A

Used around the world by leading
veterinarians, breeders and owners in both
therapy and biosecurity programmes.

Here's why:
= Tested by internationally accredited laboratories ~ » Economical - general disinfection at 1 to 500 in
* and independently evaluated in veterinary controlled water. Ask for user guidelines.
field trials. * Use for disinfection of surfaces and equipment,
'® Fast kill times for bacteria, fungi, yeasts and as a food rinse, water treatment, as a mist spray. Garlands Ltd
moulds, viruses and spores. * MNon-corrosive even with prolonged use. :
« No resistance build-up despite extended periods = Stable for over 12 months after mixing. Raddle Lane, Edingale,
of use. « Biodegradable. Tamworth, B79 9JR, UK.
» Safe - non-toxic, non-irritating, can be used inthe  * Long shelf life minimum of 2 years. Tel. 0044 (0)1827 383300
presence of birds, mammals and reptile species Fax 0044 (0)1827 383360

at recommended concentrations. janette.thompson@garlands.uk.com




