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Meet the Team
The Living Heritage Falconry Team 2o
pictured at the recent Burghley =
event, Paul Fox, Jon Akerman, Chris
Miller, John Hall, Chris Neal, Andy
Cook, Grabam Glanville, Cbrissies
Owls and Paul Makepeace, the
gundog man. They provide a static
display of 80 to 100 varied birds of S Lo
prey, and fly all day. The Game & Country Fairs
+ Falconry Displays in the Village Arena | @re large Country Fairs with two main show

+ The Main Show Arena displays include | @renas. Specialist Falconry, Fishing & Craft
working with Ferrets & Gundogs Villages, the Food Glorious Food Show,

* Forums & Discussions Working Dogzone - Gundog Clinic and
+ Introductory Lessons for youngsters to | Multiscurry, Lurcher & Terrier Showing and

Falconry in the Indoor Arena Racing, Clayshooting and Archery.

JOIN THE TEAM AT ONE OF THE EVENTS BELOW

THE WOLDS GAME & COUNTRY FAIR  SANDRINGHAM GAME & COUNTRY FAIR
August 1st & 2nd September 12th & 13th,
Sledmere House, Nr Driffield, Sandringham Signed off the A149 Kings Lynn,
East Yorkshire YO25 3XG Hunstanton Rd, A148, Kings Lynn-Fakenham Rd. PE35 6EN

WILTSHIRE GAME & COUNTRY SHOW SOUTH WESTERN GAME & COUNTRY FAIR
August 8th & 9th, Bowood, Calne, Wilts, SN11 OLZ September 26th & 27th, Powderham Castle,

TEST VALLEY GAME COUNTRY Exeter,Devon EX6 8JL
& ANGLING FAIR KNEBWORTH GAME & COUNTRY FAIR

October 3rd & 4th, Knebworth House & Gardens
oD, oo 3 & acgomack NANS: - Directly off Junction 7-A1(M), tevenage SG3 6PY
TATTON PARK COUNTRY FAIR CHESHIRE GAME & COUNTRY FAIR

August 29th, 30th & 31st October 10th & 11th
Tattonupg:rk, Knutsford WA16 6QN Flittogate Lane, Tabley, Knutsford, Cheshire WA16 0HJ

The Living Heritage Series of Game & Country Shows
www.livingheritagecountryshows.co.uk Tel.: 01283 820548
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nce again the Festival of Falconry was a great success. Many

people think that this year’s event was even better than

the first one held two years ago. The number of countries
that were represented was mind boggling, especially in the present
financial climate. The colour, the spectacle and the camaraderie of all
falconers from around the world was something to behold. Let’s hope
the event achieves what it has set out to achieve — that is that falconry be
recognised as an Intangible Cultural Heritage by UNESCO.

| hope you enjoy the report and pictures of the event that starts on
page 18. If you have any thoughts on the festival, why not send me an
e-mail or letter, with photographs if you have them and | will see if | can
publish them in the next issue.

Because of the festival, (and Nick Kester being a
bit busy) there is no Hawk Board News in this issue
but it is hoped for a return in the next edition.

In the meantime, have a good read.
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a review of what’s new in our SpOI’t Send all your news and product information to peter.eldrett@tiscali.co.uk

Rare UK visitor is rescued

Honey Buzzard, rare to the UK, was found floating in the Solent and saved in a dramatic rescue by a couple in an
Ainflatable dingy. It is thought that the bird had become exhausted en route to Britain from its migratory route in Africa.
Amy Lester and her fiancé Richard Fawson saw the bird floating in the sea and, even though they were in a busy
shipping lane, knew that they had to rescue it. Amy said ‘we were worried that being
a wild bird of prey it would struggle and burst the dingy but | really couldn’t leave
it to die. The Isle of Wight Ferry was bearing down on us and it was quite a scary
experience. In the end | just scooped

the bird up in my hands and it was too exhausted to struggle.’

Amy took the bird to her father who is an experienced birds of prey handler.

Tim Lester runs NBC Bird and Pest Solutions, which uses specially trained hawks
and falcons to disperse and deter nuisance bird populations. He said ‘as soon as
| identified the bird as a Honey Buzzard | realised that it would need professional
care, as these birds have a specialised diet, and that’s when | called the Hawk
Conservancy Trust.’

The Hawk Conservancy Trust have a specialist birds of prey hospital in its visitor
centre, at Andover, Hampshire, where it’s staff were able to treat the Honey Buzzard,
which was believed to have lost approximately two-thirds of its body weight.

Chief Executive of the Hawk Conservancy Trust, Ashley Smith, said ‘this Honey Buzzard has been incredibly lucky, firstly
to have been spotted at all in the Solent but then to have been found by such a knowledgeable family. Their quick reactions
undoubtedly made a big difference to its survival chances. We were able to place the Honey Buzzard in a special recovery
aviary at our hospital and were encouraged as it began eating virtually straight away. Our staff at the Trust, particularly Kim
Kirkbride who cared for the bird, have been absolutely marvellous.’

The bird was kept at the Hawk Conservancy Trust where it received treatment until it had gained enough weight to be
able to be released back into the wild. The Honey Buzzard was successfully released at a secret location on Wednesday
10th June by Hawk Conservancy Trust staff.

Nutrition of Birds of Prey

by Joeke Nijboer, Frank Verstappen and Michiel Derks ISBN 978908140361
Reviewed by Marian Eldrett

up with a headache caused by information overload! This is a little book which packs a big punch
in terms of its content.

It is called Nutrition of Birds of Prey but it also contains information on scientific classification,
training, hygiene and health problems, as well as translations and conversions of common terms and
measurements. | have to say that, for your average falconer (if indeed such a beast exists!), this book
probably contains far too much detail. But, if you are the sort of person who wants to know it all, literally
inside out, this may be a book for you. However, it seems that there is still a lot that the authors do not know — “No official
established nutrition guidelines are known for birds of prey”. Given the title of the book, | would have at least expected specific
information on this, rather than having to adapt guidelines given for chickens !

It is a shame that the writers did not show as much attention to detail in the translation of the book into English as they did in
its actual content. The text annoyingly contains many mis-translations and ‘typos’ (a pet hate of mine).

In my opinion, this book is guilty of trying to pack too much in and the result is somewhat confused. Yes, it does have a lot
of good and useful information in it, but the practicalities are often hidden by theory. Its size lends it to being a handy reference
book which can be kept alongside gloves, bags and other falconry equipment. However, it may be lost amongst other falconry
manuals on the shelf, both due to its size and its content.

Nutrition of Birds of Prey is published by NT Services, Bergschenhoek and is available from www.birdsofpreynutrition.eu

F or the purposes of this review, | read this book from cover to cover — not a good idea as | ended
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Book Review

Hunting with
Aplomado
Falcons

By Bob Dalton

Reviewed by
Diana Durman-Walters

plomado falcons are very much a rarity when
A considered in UK falconry terms. They are little
known outside of their
native South America yet are
one of the most intriguing and
accomplished of the small falcons.
Knowing more about Aplomados
and how they will perform in the
field author and falconer Bob
Dalton has written an original and
detailed book on this species
of falcon. His fascination and
knowledge and how to get them
to succeed in the locations that
are both challenging and offer
rewarding flights are just one
of the 10 detailed chapters. It is
written in an easy to appreciate
style which gets across the more
important points about Aplomado
ownership.
One of the points brought to the
reader’s attention is that these
are not for novice hands as they
require experience to get them
entered, as well as to keep them
in condition, particularly if they
are to be flown during the winter
hawking season. These falcons do not readily accept
waiting on flights as many of us are used to with the larger
falcons, as they would far rather be flown from the glove
or T-perch which gives them a chance to use acceleration,
skill in pursuit and high manoeuvrability. In many
instances not unlike the Merlin. However as the author

points out the Aplomado is not restricted by her size to
small birds as females will tackle substantial quarry that
would commonly be associated with much larger falcons.
They are surprisingly confident in the falconers company,
yet when it comes to getting them prepared for the
hawking field they can be tricky. At this point this is where
the book becomes invaluable as it discusses and goes
through many of the barriers, that once understood, will
switch this little falcon into feathered dynamite.

The chapters cover all aspects of owning, housing,
training and entering the Aplomado. In each of these
chapters are excellent examples of how the author has
experienced the behaviour or performance of these in
Mexico, Brazil and Peru. This gives a balanced point of
view and doesn’t leave you wondering if the training and
management would be different in their country of origin.
It is all there for the reader to get the best out of their
falcon. | liked this constant
cross reference as it provides a
factual picture of their approach
to hawking in their natural
environment.

This excellent book is a limited
print run of 500 individually
numbered copies, with front
and back covers depicting
superb portraits by artist Martin
Brook It is no wonder that
Bob Dalton has written a fine
book on Aplomados. Not only
are they good looking they
have provided the author with
some really thrilling hawking
experiences. | would highly
recommend this book to
falconers who might well be
thinking of owning and flying
an Aplomado, and for those
that would have this on their
‘must do’ list here is an author
who has put the Aplomado

in the spotlight and given a
very clear and valuable insight
through his own experiences, the pleasure of flying these
determined and brilliant little falcons.

Falcon Leisure Publishing 2009.
ISSN: 978-1-874110-40-8
£20 inclusive of P&P.

Slovak Falconers Club

Saliby-Diakovce which is an old village in the Sala district of South West Slovakia. Also, on 12 — 15 November another field

T he Slovak Falconry Club are inviting falconers to attend their field meet which will be held on 21 — 25 October in Horné

meet will be taking place in Secovce in the Trebisov district in Kosice region, also in South West Slovakia.
To find out more or to apply to attend the field meets, contact Anton Moravcik (for Horne Saliby-Diakovce) before 15 August
astur@mail.t-com.sk or Martin Bobrik (for Secovce) before 15 September engler1@stonline.sk
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Do you have any veterinary questions rele
them to the editor (see address on page
on to John Chitty - BVetMed CertZooMeo

If a hawk breaks one of its primary
feathers which then hangs with
evidence of blood at the break,
should the damaged feather be
pulled or left as it is? Approximately
how long will it be before the
damaged area is repaired?

On the face of it this is a fairly easy
answer — as ever, though, there are
different ways to approach this problem
and reasons for this

Firstly, there are different problems for
the bird:

I. Blood loss. Usually the mews
look like an abattoir by the time
the bird has finished flapping its
wings spraying blood around!
While the blood feather has a very
rich blood supply and can bleed
profusely, it is unlikely that a bird
will bleed to death unless the
feather is continually traumatised.

2. Pain. There is also a good nerve
supply and it is easy to see that
broken feathers do hurt the bird.

3. Infection. If left, the breached
feather will clot and continue to
grow. However, there is a good
chance of infection entering
the feather pulp and folliculitis
resulting — in some cases this may
result in persistent pinching off
problems in the future.

4. The effects of a damaged feather.
If left, the feather will remain in
place until the next moult. This
may affect surrounding feathers
(hence flight) and it may be
repeatedly traumatised if it is
distorted such that it no longer
lies with the other feathers.

It is, therefore, worth doing something
about this relatively quickly!

What to do does depend largely on
where you are and the various traditions
of that country — eg in Germany
the feather is left in the follicle and
hyaluronidase is injected into the feather

base to stimulate moulting.

In the UK, we tend to remove the

feather. Why?

@ The artery supplying blood to the
feather enters through the base
of the feather. Pulling out and
twisting this feather will close the
artery and stop the bleeding.

® Removing the feather damages
the underlying germinal cap. This
stimulates immediate regrowth
of the replacement feather — the
new one should be visible within
two-three weeks.

We do not tie off the feather nor
cauterise it — these techniques will leave a
damaged feather with the risk of infection
entering.

Can you remove the feather yourself?
The simple answer is yes — the bird
should be cast and the feather grasped
firmly near where it joins the skin (grips/
pliers can be useful) and a firm steady pull
(with a slight twist) applied.

However, if there is not much feather
protruding or if it is a primary feather
affected then it may be worth seeking
veterinary attention as it is often easier to
remove these feathers when the bird is
anaesthetised.

Where there is little feather to hold
there is a chance the feather will break
off within the follicle — this must not be
left or a cyst will result. Cysts can be
very hard to “dig out” without causing
permanent damage to the follicle

In the case of primary feathers, these
implant onto bone — they can, therefore,
be very difficult to pull out as they are so
firmly embedded!

Where there has been a lot of blood
loss it may be worth asking to have the
bird’s blood count assessed to check if
fluid therapy may be necessary. Certainly
a short course of antibiotics (and some
pain relief) will be needed after removing
a primary feather.

Before taking the bird to the vet (or
getting kit ready if doing it yourself) it is
worth stopping the bleeding. The easiest
way to do this is to darken the bird
— either by placing it into a lightproof box
or by hooding it.

This has the effect of calming the bird
(reducing flapping) and lowering blood
pressure enabling the wound to clot.

In some cases digital pressure may be
applied — however, this may have the
effect of stressing the bird, raising blood
pressure and making the problem worse.

Broken primary blood feather — hawk
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(GARLANDS

All your falconry needs...

NEKTON"

MNEKTON® supplements

and foads p.&ﬂld. viol Vitamin Supplements
vitamins, trace elements,

amino acids and calcium gmp‘m Nectar Feed
to maintain health and I'I'l]ﬂm Diet

boost feather-growing, for Lories

colour and maore.

3

o ml!ﬁ

- Falcons - Foggers

- Hawk Food - Hawking Vests

- Hoods - Jesses

- Knives - leashes round & flat
- Perches - Realtree Jackets

- Tail Kounts - Tinyloc Telemetry

- Vitamins

Garlands, Raddle Lane, Edingale, Tamworth, Staffordshire BI9 9JR

Tel: 01817 383300 Fax: 01827 383360  Email: info@garlands.uk com

- HO Health Profucs

Gloves sql & dbl thickness
Hawking Bags

Jess Grease

leathers

Swivels

F10® Super Concentrate Disinfectant is used around the
world by leading veterinarians, breeders and owners in both
therapy and biosecurity programmes.

.

Aviary Cleaners

Skin Barrier
Ointments

Wound Cleaners
& Healers

Videos

i ®

As the official distributor of Astrowr® for Falconry and
assochated sports and hobbies, we always carry stock and can
supply to your desired dimensions,

www.garlandsfalconry.co.uk

NEW BOOKS ON FALCONRY & RAPTORS
FALCONRY: CELEBRATING A LIVING HERITAGE. Edited
by Javier Ceballos. Large hbk. £35.00
IMPRINT ACCIPITER II. Michael McDermott. Hbk.  £40.00
GOSHAWK: MEMORIES OF A SPANISH GOSHAWKER.
Pareja-Obregon. Hbk £50.00
UNDERSTANDING GOSHAWKS. Darryl Perkins. Hbk £75.00
Y2K FALCOMNRY. Pete Smith. Hbk £39.95
SHAHEEN: A FALCONER'S JOURNEY FROM TURKEY.
Paul Harris Jones. Hbk. £25.00
HAWKING & FALCONRY FOR BEGINNERS. Adrian
Hallgarth. Hbk. £19.95
HOOD, LEASH & LURE: FALCONRY IN THE 20th CENTURY.
Roger Upton. Hbk. £30,00
A PASSION FOR HARRIS HAWKS. Hollinshead. Hbk. £22.95
HAWKING GROUND QUARRY. M. Hollinshead. Hbk. £19.95

HARRIS HAWK DAYS. Martin Hollinshead. Hbk. £16.95
THE HARRIS HAWK: M, ining & hunting. Lee
William Harris. Hbk. £24.95
ARAB FALCONRY. Roger Upton. Hbk. £60.00

MUSINGS OF AN AFGHAN FALCONER. Sirdar Mohamed
Osman.  Hbk. £30.00 Pbk. £18.00
HUNTING WITH HARRIS HAWKS. Bob Dalton, Pbk. £12.95
THE RED-TAILED HAWK. Liam McGranaghan. Hbk. £35,00
MY SAN DIEGO AND HER FALCONRY. Craig Culver. Hbk. £25.00
FALCONRY EQUIPMENT. Kimsey & Hodge. Pbk.  £25.00
FALCONRY BASICS. Tony Hall. Hbk. £18.95
SKY HUNTERS: THE PASSION OF FALCONRY. Hossain
Amirsadeghi. Hbk. £45.00

RAPTOR MANAGEMENT & ECOLOGY
UNDERSTANDING THE BIRD OF PREY. Dr Nick Fox. Hbk.
(£43.50) £30.00
ACCIPITRINE BEHAVIORAL PROBLEMS: DIAGNOSIS &
TREATMENT. Michael McDermott. Hbk. £50.00
CAPTIVERAPTOR MANAGEMENT & REHABILITATION. Naisbitt
& Holz. Hbk. £2995
BIRDS OF PREY: HEALTH & DISEASE. LE. Cooper. Hbk. ~ £79.50
RAPTORS IN CAPTIVITY: GUIDELINES FOR CARE

AND MANAGEMENT. Lori M.S. Arent. Hbk. £2995
RAPTOR RESEARCH AND MANAGEMENT TECHNIQUES.
Bird & others. Pbk. £2995
CAPTIVE RAPTOR MANAGEMENT & REHABILITATION. Naisbitt
& Holz. Hbk. £2995
RAPTORS OF THE WORLD: A FIELD GUIDE. Ferguson-Lees &

Christie. Pbk. £2499
GYRFALCON. Emma Ford. Hbk. £65.00
THE GYRFALCON. Potapov & Sale. Hbk. £45.00
THE GOSHAWK. Robert Kenward. Hbk. £45.00
OWLS OF THE WORLD. Konig & Weick, Hbk. £45.00
OWLS OF EUROPE. Heimo Mikkola. Hbk. £25.00

THE REALLY USEFUL OWL BOOK. Jemima Parmy-Jones. Hbk....£4.95
THE PEREGRINE FALCON, Derek Ratcliffe. Hbk.
(£45.00) £20.00
THE COMPLETE WORKS OF JACK MAVROGORDATO.
A FALCON IN THE FIELD, A HAWK FOR THE BUSH &
BEHIND THE SCENES. 3 volumes. £110.00

NEW LIMITED EDITION FALCONRY BOOKS
CLASSICAL FALCONRY: A TREATISE ON ROOK &

CROW HAWKING. Nick Fox. Hbk. £75.00
FALCONRY IN LITERATURE. David Horobin. Hbk. £29.95
THE LOO FALCONRY. Van de Wall. Hbk. £60.00
DUCK HAWKING. Joe Roy I11. Hbk. £2995

REMINISCENCES OF A FALCONER. Major C.H. Fisher. Hbk.£30.00

FALCONRY. Gilbert Blaine. Hbk. £25.00
LAST WOLF HAWKER: THE EAGLE FALCONRY
OF FRIEDRICH REMMLER. Martin Hollinshead. Hbk. ~ £30.00

GERMAN EAGLE. FRITZ LOGES: MASTER FALCONER.
Martin Hollinshead. Hbk. £30.00

BARGAIN-PRICED HAWKING BOOKS.
FALCONRY & HAWKING. Phillip Glasier. New Hbk. (£35.00) £20.00
THE MODERN FALCONER. D. Durman-Walters. Hbk. (£19.95)£9.95
FALCONRY: THE ESSENTIAL GUIDE. Steve Wright. Hbk.
(£19.95) £0.95
JEMIMAPARRY-JONES FALCONRY: CARE, CAPTIVEBREEDING
& CONSERVATION, Pbk. (£12.99) £195
TRAINING BIRDS OF PREY. Parry-Jones. Pbk. (£12.99) £795
THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF FALCONRY. Adrian Walker. Hbk.
(£39.95) £19.95
FALCONRY FOR YOU. Drummond / ap Evans. Hbk. (£1295) £4.95
AMIXED BAG. Martin Hollinshead. Pb. (£12.95) £5.95
EAGLE DREAMS: SEARCHING FOR LEGENDS IN WILD
MONGOLIA. Stephen Bodio. Hbk. (£15.99) £9.95
UNDERSTANDING OWLS, Jemima Pamy-Jones. Pbk. (£12.99) £7.95
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ot so long ago my travel
plans meant that | would
have a week or so in and
around the Houston area
of Texas. Despite the fact
that it was all a bit of a rush and everything
was very much at the last minute | did
my best to make arrangements to take
in some hawking whilst | would be there.
| contacted the president of the Texas
Hawking Association, John Graham, and
he was exceedingly helpful and through
his good services | was contacted by
a couple of falconers who extended
an invitation to join them on several
occasions throughout the duration of
my intended stay. It must be said that
generally speaking members of the North

American Falconers Association are
always extremely accommodating if they
have visiting falconers in their area during
the hawking season. On several occasions
now when | have found | will be in
America and at a loose end for a few days
or so an e-mail and or phone call to the
regional club representative as often as
not will lead to some hawking somewhere
along the line.

The two members from the
Texas Hawking Association proffered
the invitation to join them flying an
intermewed passage male Red Tailed
Hawk and a domestically produced
intermewed eyass male Harris Hawk. For
someone who spends so much of their
time hunting with longwings or traditional

ospitality ana
awking lexas style

rabbit hawking with a female Harris the
chance to indulge in some urban hawking
with a couple of broad wings was one
that | looked forward to with a degree of
relish.

My arrival in Texas was just two
short weeks after the area had suffered
tremendous devastation at the hands
of hurricane Ike. As | made the final
approach to Houston airport and the
plane dropped low enough to clearly
see the houses below the true extent
of the damage became very apparent.
Quite literally hundreds upon hundreds
of domestic roofs were covered over in a
makeshift way with tarpaulins of various
colours. The scene below looked like
some garish ill designed tapestry. Once

Dumpster hawking
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on the ground and clear of the airport the
devastation was all too obvious and it was
painfully clear that any scheme to make
good the damage was going to be a long
and very expensive one. On speaking to
some locals later that evening it became
apparent that a great deal of the obvious
signs that were left by the force of the
winds had already been taken care of. For
example there was very little glass or litter
still lying around and the majority of the
trees felled in the storm had already been
cleared from the streets.

Keen to hunt
Once ensconced in my motel it was time
to make a few phone calls and set up a
meeting with my falconry hosts as soon
as possible. They turned out to be as
equally keen as myself and a meeting was
fixed for breakfast at a pancake house a
few miles down the road the following
morning. Accordingly bright and early the
next day, despite my jet lag, | met up with
Chuck Redding and Mike Wiegel. After a
really good breakfast and a good get to
know you session it was time to make
tracks to the field and do some hawking.
First up that day would be “Dart”
an intermewed male Harris Hawk that
had been lucky to survive the unwanted
attentions of hurricane lke. “Dart” had
been owned by another falconer, Chris
Comeaux who lived on the Bolivar
peninsula. But Chris unfortunately had had
his house and mews completely destroyed
in the hurricane and had no option
other than to pass the hawk on. With his
current circumstances hawking would
be just about the last thing on his mind.
“Dart” was in his second season but so
far had caught nothing when it came to
quarry. He chased rabbits hard apparently
but had, as of yet at least, never managed
to get hold of one. These are Swamp
Rabbits we are talking about here | should
hasten to add and they are considerably
smaller than the rabbits we find here in
the UK. In fact most that | saw would not
be quite half the size of an average British
Rabbit. According to his previous owner
Dart showed no interest what so ever
in small birds which was a great shame
as the areas that Chuck and Mike had
available for hawking held an abundance
of small birds and a somewhat leaner
population of rabbits. If the hawk would
fly small birds then slips just wouldn’t be a
problem.

We set off to the hawking grounds,
stopping on the way to collect Rob Evans
who is the latest falconry apprentice of
Chuck. Rob had trapped himself a passage
female Red Tailed Hawk some eight days
earlier and we also had a quick look at
her before setting off again. The Red
Tailed Hawk in question was a magnificent
example of the species and also a very
large one. She was already very well
manned, took the hood exceptionally well
and was eating quite freely on the fist. She
took very little notice of suddenly being
surrounded by strangers and was a credit
to Rob’s manning skills. Like the vast
majority of American falconers Rob had
made the hawk to the hood and it had
never occurred to him to do otherwise.
When | explained to him that in the UK
the majority of those that fly short and
broad wings did not make their hawks to
the hood he couldn’t understand why, nor
could | give him a sensible answer when
he asked me why this should be the case.

Once we had finished admiring the
Red Tail it was time to get on with the
hawking. We drove a relatively short
distance to an area of small willowy trees,
blackberry bushes and Creeping Virginia.
In total the patch we could hawk was just
less than four acres, which | thought was
going to be a bit of a joke. But the reverse
was true and we spent a good couple
of hours there chasing several rabbits
through the undergrowth. The cover was
such that the rabbits only had to show
themselves occasionally and extremely
briefly in order to be able to get to the
next piece of dense cover. What did take
everybody by surprise was the willingness
of the male Harris Hawk to chase any
sparrows that broke cover when we were
engaged in trying to flush rabbits from
cover. In fact the willingness to chase small
birds could have very easily led to a bit of
a disaster for “Dart”.

As we were walking back towards
where the vehicles were parked “Dart”
was being carried aloft on a T-perch. As
we neared the road he suddenly dashed
off to chase a group of sparrows that
were raking through the dirt of a flower
bed that was in a central reservation of
the busy road. How he missed a car, or
should | say how a car missed him, on his
way to the flower bed and then remained
un-injured as he traversed backwards
and forwards across the road in his vain
attempt to catch one of the sparrows |

by Bob Dalton

shall never know.

Despite the best efforts of five
adults and a hawk the rabbits remained
unmolested and we eventually decided
it was time to move on and try our luck
somewhere else. This turned out to be a
small spinney in the middle of a housing
estate. If truth be told we probably spent
more time explaining to locals what
we were doing and what the hawk was
than actually doing it. But we did have
some very good fun and a young female
Cooper’s hawk came to investigate what
we were doing. She was remarkably
tame and seemed very reluctant to leave.
Whether she thought she could rob the
Harris if it made a kill or indeed could kill
the Harris if given the opportunity | am
not sure. But either way it stayed with
us for a good quarter of an hour. We
also attracted the attention of a juvenile
Roadside Hawk but this quickly left when
the male Harris Hawk came over to
investigate him.

T-Perch success

Again we had no luck with the rabbits
although this time the hawk did get a
foot to one for sufficiently long enough
to make the rabbit squeal and give us a
few seconds of hope. But it wasn’t to be.
We also spotted a couple of snakes which
| was assured were totally harmless. As
well as the rabbits the hawk chased a
Blue Jay round and round and came very
close to catching it. For a hawk that was
supposed to dislike birds he seemed to
spend a lot of time chasing them. This
particular bout of hawking was brought to
a close by the hawk finding a dead squirrel
lodged in a tree which he promptly
started to eat. Fortunately after a little
while the hawk and squirrel combination
overbalanced and fluttered down to the
ground from where the hawk could be
taken back up on the fist and parted from
the somewhat ripe squirrel. The Harris
was returned home and we collected
“Cisco” the male Red tailed Hawk.

We drove for just over an hour to a
completely different area and a slightly
different hawking environment. This
was an area of quite dense cover that
was heavily interspersed with thorn and
mesquite. Chaps were required apparel
and even so we all ended the afternoon
with lots of small lacerations on legs,
arms and backs. But it proved to worth
it with the Red Tail catching two rabbits
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Chuck with Cisco

and a rat. Chuck uses a T-perch when
hunting his hawks and this certainly pays
off in the sort of situations he tends to
hunt in. Without the T-perch the Red Tail
would not have enjoyed any of the kills

it did because its prey would have made
the safety of dense cover before he saw
any of them. However with the height
advantage this type of perch gives the
hawk “Cisco” was able to make the most
of every opportunity.

The T-perch is one that seems to have
found favour with falconers across the
pond far more so than it has here in the
UK. Some people do use the perch when
out in the field here but they are certainly
in the minority. In the States, central and
Southern America they are absolutely the
norm when hunting with Harris Hawks,
Red tailed Hawks, Bi-Coloured Hawks
and even Aplomado Falcons. The hawks
are taught to return to the perch after an
unsuccessful flight and, as with those that
are taught to return to the fist, are only
rewarded with a tit bit occasionally.

Over the following few days “Cisco”
was to prove what an excellent and
experienced hawk he really is. He hardly
ever failed to kill and, as with all Red

Tails, was extremely tenacious and brave
when it came to crashing into cover after
quarry. | must confess that | have never
really understood why Red Tailed Hawks
are, generally speaking, so thoroughly
underrated as first class hunting hawks
here in the UK.

Persistence rewarded

Chuck concentrated on giving “Dart”
as many opportunities as he could in an
all out effort to get the hawk properly
entered. When we went to the field we
were joined by other falconers and the
beating team seemed to grow on each
occasion. Persistence finally paid off
and “Dart” and Chuck were eventually
rewarded for their joint efforts with a
humble mouse and then a Swamp Rat
and a Sparrow. It may not sound much
but it was excellent sport and hawking
in the true sense of the word. Everyone
concerned really enjoyed themselves and
the hawk was dashing here and there
at anything that we managed to flush.
We only had one more scary moment
concerning “Dart” over the remainder
of my stay in Houston. “Dart” had
caught something small, we assumed it

was a mouse, and was mantling over it
some distance away from us. From what
seemed like out of nowhere a juvenile
Red Tailed hawk suddenly appeared and
landed on the ground close by the Harris.
The intention was obvious and the would
be pirate was so engrossed in what he
wanted to do that he ignored our shouts
and whistles until we were all within thirty
feet or so of him. Then discretion became
the better part of valour and he slowly
made off. But not too far, only as far as
the top of the nearest street light. Here
he stayed and we decided it may well

be prudent to move on and try our luck
somewhere else.

As is always the case when you are
having good fun in pleasant company the
time just seemed to evaporate and all
too soon the stay was over. There have
always been a great many jokes in England
about how Texans as a race are supposed
to spend all their time bragging about
how just about everything is bigger and
better in Texas. All | can tell you is that
as far as | am concerned in the case of
their hospitality, warmth of welcome and
willingness to accommodate other fellow
falconers this would be a wholly justifiable
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his year saw the 20th

anniversary of the British

Falconry and Raptor Fair

which was once again

held at Chetwynd Park,
Shropshire. Thankfully the weather
stayed dry which seemed to bring people
out as there appeared to be more visitors
this year than last. Even on the second
day of the fair there looked to be more
visitors than previous years.

Unfortunately, some of the usual

stands were missing, falconry related or
not, including the children’s fairground
and clothing traders. Also, some falconry
clubs did to attend, probably due to
those who were going to the Festival of
Falconry and who could not afford to go
to both events.

Jonathan Marshall
The main area events this year
were, thankfully, more in tune with
falconry rather than people charging
around in medieval costume
swinging swords and axes. One
falconer who was on horseback was
Jonathan Marshall, giving his unique
demonstration, which included
having a falcon stoop down and
fly between his and the horses
legs. This was not everyone’s cup
of tea — especially for the purist
— but Jonathan did point out that
his demonstration was purely for
entertainment and most of the
crowd seemed enjoy it.

Jonathan has a company based
in Devon and he offers to take
guests up in a micro-light aircraft to
“fly” with birds of prey. One of his
micro-lights was flown overhead
and a peregrine was released from
it to stoop to the lure in the arena —
unfortunately the stoop really came
off as a glide. Still, it was good to
see something different at the fair.

Graham Watkins
Another attraction in the arena
was Oxfordshire-based Graham
Watkins and his team of gundogs

-alcon

which consisted of Cockers, Springers
and Pointers. Graham and his team

put on a worthwhile display using

both ferrets and Harris Hawks and his
commentary was very interesting and
informative, especially for those who
were not falconers. Graham has a good
sense of humour and this was in evidence
throughout his demonstration.

Jemima Parry Jones
Of course, no fair is complete without
“the first lady of falconry”, Jemima Parry
Jones. Mima put on her usual excellent
display, flying a variety of hawks, falcons
and eagles and whenever Mima is in
action, everyone has to stop what they
are doing and enjoy the display.

One different aspect of this year’s
display was Jemima giving a master-class
in lure swinging. She talked us through

Jonathan Marshall giving one of his demonstrations

By Peter Eldrett

r 2009

the different types of passes (inside,
outside, ground and overhead) and
demonstrated the footwork that has

to be made to ensure the falcon does
not get hurt and that the lure line does
not get wrapped around the falconer’s
neck. (Okay, who has done that and not
admitted it?).

Overall

This event seemed to me to be on the
way back to the fairs of some years ago
with good crowds, good weather (always
a bonus) and good organisation. It will
always be difficult when the festival is
being put on a couple of months after the
Falconers’ Fair, but at least the main arena
events and demonstrations were of a
higher calibre than usual. Lets see what it
will be like next year, the 21st anniversary.
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o say that wildlife has
always been of interest
to me would be a slight
understatement! It’s an
obsession that runs deep
in my veins and something that may
be partly accounted for by my early
childhood experiences, for which | will be
eternally grateful to both my parents and
other close family members.

When | was young my parents
frequently employed the use of National
Geographic videos as a means of keeping
me quiet and out of trouble. It proved
highly effective as I'd sit for hours
marvelling at the strength and bravery
of grizzly bears, the sheer beauty of
the great whales and the effective and
impressive killing strategies of orcas and
great white sharks alike — usually whilst
eating my breakfast! Needless to say
this worried most people quite a bit, but
was something, that would prove later
to have set me in good stead for other
experiences.

Whilst actually getting to see these
supreme predators in the flesh was
obviously always going to be fairly
impractical, my mother and father both
made enormous efforts to ensure that my
respect and appreciation for the natural
world was based on solid information
and this ensured a firm grounding in
many aspects of the animal kingdom. |
even think of David Attenborough as a
close and dear friend having watched
him so often and within my lifetime we
must have visited every zoo, aquarium
and nature reserve in Britain at least five
times over (well that’s how it seems)! I'm
also lucky in that I'm fairly well travelled
and have always made the conscious
effort to visit and support conservation
projects and zoos all over the world,
including places such as San Diego, Jersey,

Alabama, Tenerife and not forgetting
recent visits to the Middle East and
Holland that were of particular interest,
and which | shall describe in greater detail
later.

Although I've always been fascinated
by birds of prey coupled with a family
friend who displayed them quite near
to home, the real obsession didn’t
kick in fully until | was about 10 years
old when | developed another deep
seated fascination, this time with Native
American culture.

| was aware that Eagles were quite
often taken for their feathers to use in
ceremonial headdresses and smudgers,
but | also took note of how well
respected these colossal birds of prey
were amongst these people, not only for
their power, but for their sheer grace
too. Around about the same time as this
my older cousin purchased a large male
European Eagle Owl called Percy. Though
| found him really very delightful, | always
ascertained that he should have been
renamed “Trouble’ due to the chaos he’d
often cause on his daily flights — no pigeon
or cat was ever safe when he was out and
about! It was this mischievous owl that
caused me to realise just how individual
birds of prey could be in temperament
and character and this only spurred my
interest further still.

As it always has a nasty habit of doing,
life eventually and inevitably got in the
way and veiled over these childhood
ideals and fascinations. My time at school
eventually passed and | moved onto
college. After four years of full time study
| landed a job at an NHS microbiology
laboratory in Portsmouth, where |
worked for two years as a laboratory
assistant. This never really fulfilled my
needs or expectations from a job, so |
took on the task of studying a Human

falcor

Discovering the
rue art o
— abeginnerst

Biology A Level, whilst still working full
time.

Having passed this | was finally
accepted into the British School of
Osteopathy, in London, where | am
now half way through my four years full
time training to become an Osteopath.
Despite being such a demanding course
this would not be the only training I'd
undertake, as | was soon to find out.

It begins

On the |5 August 2008, | found myself
on the grounds of Hamptworth Estate,
just on the borders of the New Forest,
being greeted by Bob Dalton. I'd been
bought a half day hawk experience as a
24th birthday present and was feeling
pretty excited about being in such close
proximity to so many birds of prey

—all at the same time too! The sun was
shining, the air was sweet with the smell
of summertime flowers and little did |
know just how much this day was going
to change my life.

| was struck instantly with how
passionate Bob was about his birds.

He spoke about them with such avid
enthusiasm and handled them with such
care and devotion and they responded
so obligingly . . . it was really quite
remarkable to witness, like watching

old friends meeting and greeting one
another. Here was a man who lived and
breathed what he did and quite obviously
could never do without it. This wasn’t
just someone who had birds of prey for a
laugh or for kicks. | was in the presence
of a rare thing indeed, a dying breed — a
true falconer.

The experience day at Hamptworth is
fashioned so that all participants, as well
as witnessing falcons in flight and learning
a plethora of amazing facts about them,
may have a selection of owls and hawks
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Author with Goshawk

flown to the fist. Whisky, the little Barn
Owl, was definitely the star of the show
for everyone present, but as | watched
Bob fly Sage, a big and powerful Saker
Falcon, to a lure my childhood memories
that | had long been keeping locked
away in a little subconscious dream box
suddenly flooded my mind! As far as |
had been aware, however, working with
falcons and birds of prey would always be
a totally unrealistic goal. More attainable
than working with killer whales or bears
| grant, but | had just put the thought to
the back of my mind all these years while
| concentrated on sorting out my real life
and getting my studies completed.

As the morning marched on my
enthusiasm only grew more intense — it

was like something had ignited in me.
Fortunately Bob was quick to recognise
this and just as the day drew to an end he
threw me a lifeline. The deal was simple
— he would teach me about falconry if |
was able to prove to him that | was truly
serious about learning. | humbly accepted
and two days later | found myself back

at the estate, willing and ready to learn

— hardly able to believe my luck.

No time like the present

So here | am, nearly 10 months later

— still alive and with most of my limbs
and vital organs still in tact! The best bit,
Bob hasn’t really had to press the threat
of throttling me too heavily, so | must be
doing something right.

by Louise Boyer

| get to Hamptworth as often as | can,
usually over the weekend or whenever
my university timetable allows during the
week and | take great pleasure in learning
and helping out with experience days.
It’s been really nice just to think back to
those few really early weeks when | was
learning how to pick a falcon up from
its block. A seemingly simple task, but
as always with falconry a task that was
fraught with potential peril and danger
(more for the hawk than for myself),
especially when the bird is not fully
acquainted with the handler, as none of
the hawks at Hamptworth were with me
at that stage. This caused a few teething
problems, but I've grown to know
each and every one of them and now
appreciate their little idiosyncrasies.

| know a person shouldn’t have
favourites, but I've developed a particular
appreciation for certain individuals,
including two of the Peregrines at the
estate. Ralph is a fairly new addition to
the team but he’s really quite spectacular.
Within a couple of weeks of being with
us he was chasing rooks and crows over
the fields with plenty of gusto. He’s not
particularly large, but he has real heart
and for that | really like him, despite being
a nightmare to hood. He’s especially
appreciated for having recently taken to
swooping at and trying to mob Bob for
food, often giving him a falcon style hair
brushing in the process.

Clumsy, who is 17 years old and is
one of the first Peregrines Bob ever
bred, is extremely gentle, even if he
does occasionally have a few mad
moments. Despite being a hard flyer
and hunter he’s a real softie and after
finishing a meal of chicks he’ll sit on the
fist, his head absolutely covered in fluffy
yellow feathers and look at you with a
very nonplussed expression until you
eventually help to clean him off! Another
fairly new addition is a Common Kestrel
affectionately known as Reject. Until
recently he’s been a total pleasure to
fly, always on the ball and always quick
and ready to respond to a yell. Two days
ago, however, Bob decided to trim his
beak and although it was he who did the
grabbing and the trimming, | am the one,
in the little kestrel’s eyes, that was to
blame for the whole terrible incident. I'm
now well and truly in the dog house and |
think it may be like this for some time to
come yet. | hope to be forgiven one day,
in the not too distant future so we can
resume our pleasant times together in the
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peaceful and, what was once, the serene
setting of the rolling English countryside,
instead of our new routine that usually
involves me chasing him through the
fields, yelling various expletives and trying
really hard not to allow him to get tangled
in the creance. I'm pretty sure | can hear
Bob chuckling amongst the hedgerows
when this happens.

Initially, when Bob first invited me
to take up the challenge it was sorely
tempting to go out and buy a hawk, but
| was quick to realise that in doing so I'd
not only be the biggest idiot in the world
but I'd be doing no one any favours,
especially not the poor unsuspecting

Author with Saker in Dubai

bird. I've realised that my first hawk,
though | feel it may be a way off yet, will
be well and truly earned. I've learned
just how much is involved in this sport
and | now know that it should never be
underestimated in terms of how much
truly dedicated time it will take to get
to grips with even just the basics. Rest
assured that Bob’s utter patience and
persistence over these last few months
has definitely not gone unappreciated.

Recent Travels - Dubai

When my cousin invited my parents and
| to stay in Dubai with him and his wife
for a week at the end of March not only

did we jump at the chance of a fantastic
holiday, but | also saw it as an opportunity
to learn about what kind of a sport
falconry is in this part of the world.

Almost as soon as we arrived we
were headed into Nad Al Sheba, near
Murdif to visit a local veterinary surgery
that specialised in raptors. In the initial
20 minutes we were there at least 10
falcons were brought in. These were
predominantly Gyrs, Sakers, Peregrines
and Gyr/Peregrine hybrids and all looked
very healthy. Upon enquiring as to why
such seemingly healthy and fit falcons
were being brought into the surgery | was
told that every one of them was due to
go on a hunting trip and that before each
of these trips they are brought into clinic
for an endoscopy. These are carried out
to check for respiratory diseases, mainly
aspergillosis. A little extreme, | thought,
but perfectly routine in this region |
was assured, as falcons are simply more
susceptible to it in this part of the world.
| was also interested to learn that falcons
would be put under a general anaesthesia
when having their major flight feathers
imped. Falconry in the Arab Emirates is
not only considered a sport, but it’s also
considered a prominent show of status.

If we talk big bucks in Britain for a falcon,
these guys would talk major big bucks. In
fact, the vet told me that the Sheikh had
recently lost his prized Peregrine and that
the reward for its safe capture and return
was well in excess of £100,000 sterling!
Needless to say, he really wanted his
falcon back.

Whilst in Nad Al Sheba we also paid a
visit to the local falconry centre. Though
it was out of season and | knew the
chance of seeing any real flying was slim |
was still keen to learn and see as much as
| could. This visit would prove to be a bit
of an eye opener into the Middle Eastern
view of falconry.

Falconry, wherever you go in the
world, tends to be predominantly a man’s
sport, but women still enjoy the sport
in fairly strong numbers too. In the Arab
Emirates, however, a female taking part
is quite obviously something that is not a
concept they fully appreciate and | quickly
realised this as we wandered around the
marble halls and the various supply shops.

Some of the tradesmen were less
than receptive and the situation wasn’t
really made any better by the language
barrier! We initially wandered upstairs
into a room that harboured four really
quite fabulous falcons - a black Gyr, a
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black Shaheen, a very nice dark phase
Saker falcon and a very large white female
Gyr, all of which were apparently for
sale. The gentleman who was manning
them, though obviously a little taken
aback by our sudden appearance and
blatant presence of an aspiring female
falconer (how very dare I), was kind
enough to allow us to take photographs
and even handle the white Gyr. She really
was exceptionally large and really very
powerful, though a little out of my price
range. We decided not to hang about
here for too long lest we accidentally got
sold one of these falcons in one of those
comic (but not actually that funny at the
time) situations where communication

is well and truly hindered and chaos and
confusion quickly ensue.

Fortunately we eventually stumbled
into a little corner of the centre that
was run by the Al Hurr Falconry
Services Team, where | had the great
pleasure of meeting David Stead, Simon
Caws and Jannes Krueger and their
fantastic team of Peregrines including
Peales Tiercels, African Peregrines,
an African Peregrine/Shaheen hybrid,
plus a delightful and perfectly behaved
little North African Lanner falcon called
Joey. These gentlemen couldn’t have
been more obliging or helpful, much
to my appreciation and having spent a
considerable amount of time chatting
and exchanging information we parted
company, only to be quite unexpectedly
reunited later in the week in the deepest
darkest depths of Dubai Mall’s gold souk,
where they were doing a public showing
of their falcon team, which was much
admired indeed!

A visit to a Bedouin style camp in the
middle of the desert was to round the
week off nicely. Having been taken out
for a mid afternoon drive and a session
of dune bashing in a shiny white four by
four by our hilarious guide, Shoukath (my
mother screaming in the back the whole
time), we approached the campsite,
parked up and waited for the evening’s
festivities to begin. Though there was a
lot to see and do, including tasting some
local delicacies, belly dancing, which my
father begrudgingly was roped into and
listening to some brilliant local music,
my attention was very much focussed
on a lone, un-hooded Saker falcon, sat
on a block by the entrance. There didn’t
appear to be a falconer in sight but
people were crowded round it, picking
it up and stroking it and all the while

it sat quite calm and happy and didn’t
bate once. If you tried that with Sage
back at the estate she’d just take your
face off! Though it was clearly a mature
bird, getting on in years, someone had
obviously spent a lot of time ensuring that
it felt safe and confident around people,
which was really nice to know. At the end
of the evening when things had quietened
down and the falcon had been given
some time alone to relax | couldn’t resist
the opportunity of having my photograph
taken with him.

Holland

A week after my return from Dubai,
Bob invited me to accompany him to
Holland on a trip to promote his new
book, Hunting with Aplomado Falcons.
Destination — the Falconiformes Centre,
owned by Jan Wooning and co-managed

by Adriaan Koster. Seeing this as another
fantastic opportunity to see some

more birds of prey and meet many a
likeminded falconer | counted myself in
and so we headed off.

We arrived at around six o’clock in
the morning, having travelled all night
and were treated to a warm welcome by
Jan’s staff along with a hot pizza breakfast!
The centre covers quite a large expanse
of ground and after breakfast and coffee
we were allowed to take a look around at
our leisure.

It is heavily guarded by several
impressive looking Argentinean fighting
dogs and for good reason. As well as
many other species it is home to an
extensive collection of breeding pairs
of Gyr falcons, which are never on
display to the public. Because | was with
Bob, however, | was granted the divine

Falconer in Abu Dubai
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and very rare privilege of taking a look
for myself. Though we have two very
impressive white male Gyrs back at
Hamptworth, | was still awestruck and
felt like | was in heaven — aviary upon
aviary of these beautiful creatures, black,
white and silver and all in good breeding
condition, which was truly lovely to see.

Because the open day, for which we
had travelled to Holland, wasn’t to take
place until the following day we had the
whole place to ourselves. As well as the
private Gyr falcon aviaries there was also
an extensive collection of birds that were
on display for public viewing, many of
which were for sale. | armed myself with
a camera and set to work building up a
photographic portfolio of them all.

The first row of weatherings that |
took a look at harboured a White Bellied
Fish Eagle and a couple of nice Steppe
Eagles. Although | found all of these
to be fantastic photographic subjects |
found my true muse in their neighbour
— a truly magnificent and incredibly large

Head study Golden Eagle

female Golden Eagle. Not only was she
stunning but she was also a total tart

to the camera and | loved her instantly!
From the moment | laid eyes on her my
attention could be turned to little else. |
spent so much time photographing and
watching her, in fact, that | believe Jan
was going to offer me a tent for the night
so that | could pitch up next to her! She
was so proud and majestic and looked
like she meant real business, but while we
were watching her she also demonstrated
just how tender and inquisitive she could
be. She’d flown to the back of the aviary
and was busy stripping pieces of wood
from the ledge and pulling off the fabric
from the back wall — basically just being
destructive (as many a man will claim
about most females in general) and
showing us how strong she was. To get
her back to the foreground of her aviary
so that we could photograph her some
more Bob collected a few small white
stones from the path then placed them
on her stone block. She watched with
the greatest interest

and attention as he did
so. He assured me that
her curiosity would get
the better of her. He
stepped back and just as
he had said she flew over
to take a look. Her feet,
I’'m pretty sure, were
bigger than my hands and
yet she never disturbed
the tiny pebbles as she
landed. She merely

N dropped her head and
nuzzled them with her
beak, gently picking
them up one by one,
inspecting them and then
putting them back down
delicately in their original
place once her curiosity
had been satisfied. |
took great pleasure in
photographing her and

| from that instant | now
know that one day |
simply have to work with
one of these majestic
and calculating birds.
Sadly, she was one of
the raptors that was not
for sale. It’s a shame,

but our resident Goldies
back at the estate are
passing sticks quite

contentedly to one another — a sign that
they may produce young this year. If they
do then it would be fantastic to think
that | may eventually go on to develop

a strong working relationship and bond
with one of them. | simply adore Eagles,
though | think | may be a bit too much of
a novice to be taking on such a weighty
responsibility . . . just yet anyway!

Once I'd managed to peel myself
away from the Golden Eagle | went on to
discover the rest of the centre’s extensive
collection. They seemed to have had
an explosion of Harris Hawks in recent
months. They were just everywhere.

I’'m not complaining though, I've always
liked them. We have a breeding pair at
the estate and four resident flying birds,
including Bob’s very famous hunting
hawk Maud, who always makes a point of
threatening the clients and various visitors
we have, which amuses me no end. The
juveniles are so pretty and the diversity

in the colour of their plumage is quite
extraordinary. Along with these were
three juvenile Steppe/Goldie crosses,

a highly prized Imperial Eagle, a Grey
Chilean Eagle, two pairs of Snowy owls,

a very content looking Tawny Eagle and

a large Bald Eagle, all situated around the
main outdoor lawn in large aviaries.

Within a gated and netted display
enclosure nearby were some really nice
specimens, all sat out on blocks and
bows. Included in this selection was a
couple of hybrid falcons, a Great Grey
Owl (another excellent photographic
subject), and several species of vultures
including Griffon Vulture, Turkey Vulture
and a Hooded Vulture. Caracaras were
also a prominent feature, both crested
and striated. Then came the créeme de
la creme, as far I’'m concerned anyway.
Not one, but two Bateleur eagles. Both
were females, one in juvenile plumage
and the other in its absolutely glorious
adult plumage. I’'m not that way out at all,
normally, but the thought of becoming
a thief did cross my mind, especially
with the adult female. It’s not often you
come across these fabulous Eagles and
here were two of them, but | realised
smuggling her away could prove tricky,
so | decided against it! Having spent a
day mooching and taking many, many
photographs | decided to turn in for an
early night so that I'd be rested and ready
for the following day.

Walking down the stairs the following
morning | was greeted by Bob who
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informed me that it turned out he knew
the chap who’d be doing the displays,
Hans Hin from Amsterdam Zoo, and
that he had arranged for me to have

my photo taken with the adult female
Bateleur. | was ecstatic to say the very
least and having this beautiful Eagle sat
on my fist just felt ‘right’, despite her not
being overly impressed at being handled
by a total stranger and bating several
times. As | gingerly went to give her back
to her owner he gestured at the bow
perch behind me. He wanted me to put
her back? Without breaking her? This
was intense stuff. She was far larger than
anything else I'd ever handled before, but
| got the feeling that Hans was keen to
see what Bob had taught me and what

| may be capable of. | set to it and must
say handled myself and the situation
really rather well, even though | had a
real emotional struggle actually giving
her back. This sounds a bit rubbish, but
when you’ve got a nervous eagle worth
several thousand pounds that belongs to
someone else sat on your fist you tend to
be more nervous yourself and far more
cautious than you ever usually would be
(even though I'd like to point out that I'm
always careful when it comes to birds of
prey). With our hawks back in England |
always find that if they bate when you're
trying to return them to the perch it’s
always better to stand, clearing them
safely of the ground, allow a moment for
composure then start again. Eventually
the bird will realise that if it sits still then
the whole thing is over with far quicker
than if it makes an almighty fuss.

The open day was a great success. Bob
very sensibly set up right next to the bar
and despite his constant moaning at being
abandoned | took the opportunity to go
and watch Hans’s display. There were
two in fact and the first went without a
hitch and despite it all being in Dutch |
still found it highly entertaining. Part of
the display was to have pots, disguised as
rocks, with small pieces of food hidden
underneath. They looked really quite
convincing. Then when the Caracaras
were let loose they’d fly in, turn the rocks
over and get their reward. This worked
well, until the second display of the day
when a small child ran into the arena. He
was running as if possessed, a satanic glint
in his eye. It was as if time had slowed.
Hans could only look on in dismay as the
child, who it seemed couldn’t even be
stopped by a herd of wild horses, ran

straight at one of these pots and booted
it. The illusion was ruined and the child

was removed, quickly and | believe

may have been fed to one of the griffon
vultures waiting in the wings!

Another interest | developed whilst
in Holland was for the Red Tailed Hawks
I'd spotted around the place. | was
instantly attracted to them and when
Bob told me that they can be quite feisty
in training | felt my interest grow. I'm
not envious as such, but quite admiring
of the relationship Bob maintains with
Maud, his Harris Hawk. Since | started
at Hamptworth | made it my mission
to learn all that | could about falconry
before actually purchasing my own bird
as | wanted to do the best job | could,
instead of a half decent one. | always
thought it'd be a Harris Hawk that I'd
eventually kick off with and [ still would
never complain about having one, having
seen what effective hunters they are, but
| feel myself drawn to the Red Tails more
and more. It may be a Harris Hawk that
| form my first bond with and | really
hope that in the not too distant future Il
also be able to perhaps develop a similar
working relationship with a Red Tail.

What adventures the future
may hold
I’m back in good old Blighty now, getting
into my normal routine. I've voiced a
desire to up the ante with my falconry
training and have decided to aim to
make a kill. For this task a young female
Harris Hawk called Lucy, one of last
year’s young that was, in fact, bred at
the estate has been selected. Initially Bob
was hoping to use her for experience
days, but unfortunately she’s developed
an extremely nasty temper. Despite this
I’m determined that Lucy and | will make
this journey together and with a little
persistence she has started to open up to
me handling her, instead of just Bob alone
and is now showing really good signs
that she’s ready to make her first kill.
Several cock pheasants around the estate
are now missing their tails for this very
reason and today she even took flight
after a wood pigeon. I'm also keen to
get hunting with Nathan, a young white
Jerkin that we have on the estate, by the
end of August and | hope to be able to
report back on my progress over these
next coming months with regard to both
these tasks.

One thing’s for sure though, the first

thing Bob ever told me about falconry
was that for someone who is meant to be
a falconer it will simply get beneath the
skin and stay embedded there forever
more. He was right. I'm consumed with
passion for it and although my poor
friends have to now sit and listen to

me go on and on and on about it whilst
we escape to Starbucks from long and
sometimes arduous anatomy lectures

(as fascinating as they quite often are),

| really couldn’t have it any other way.
True falconry isn’t just an age old art
form, it’s a way of life. It makes you think
differently, sideways and upside down
too and one remains constantly in awe of
it. Okay, we may have our fast cars, our
Lamborghinis, our motorbikes and our
Harrier Jump Jets, but these are all simply
vessels that we have spent hundreds of
years designing and developing, to what
we foolishly think is sheer perfection

— the vessels that we think will carry us
towards that ultimate goal of fulfilling our
inexplicable and quite unnatural desire
for total exhilaration and thrill. This is all
very well and good, if not a bit quaint,
but as far as falcons are concerned? Well,
they’re way out of my league.

| can think of nothing more stunning
or perfect than a Peregrine Falcon in
the stoop, or anything more humbling
than having a falcon trust you enough to
actually bow its head to you in order to
clean its beak on your glove.

| have found something which has
allowed me to laugh and meet so many
fantastically fabulous individuals. It allows
me the space to ponder and contemplate
deeper thoughts when | can find solitude
nowhere else. Whether it be in torrential,
skin stinging downpour or the glorious
golden sunlight of early spring, the kind
that shines right through the peridot
green leaves of the newly budding trees
and makes even the most dragon-like
individual seem like an angel, it brings
endless surprises and delights. As well
as all this, and the point which is most
important, it allows me to do something |
never thought I'd ever be lucky enough to
do, to work with these astounding birds
and to always remain humbled in their
presence. Long may these happy and
fulfilling days last.

Finally, to the person who had the
good sense and generosity to buy me that
initial experience with Bob Dalton . . . |
shall be forever grateful and forever in
their debt.

The Falconers & Raptor Conservation Magazine G



he second International
Festival of Falconry took
place on Saturday and
Sunday, || and 12 July
2009, at the Englefield
Estate, Theale, near Reading, the home
of Richard Benyon MP and his family.
After the first event two years ago,
expectations were high. Let me say at
the outset thawt | believe they were
largely met, if not exceeded, this year.
| The first obvious improvement this time
| was in the layout of the grounds. The
S8 arena was more central and the various
S exhibits and stands were better spread
around the site. There were also more

food outlets and toilets.

A new feature this year were the
activities on the Friday, organised by
Tina Haynes, Education Officer for the
Englefield Estate. Over 500 local primary
school children took part in the Festival’s

first “Schools’ Day”. The children were
given a rare insight into falconry and its
related cultural issues, such as heritage,
conservation and respect for the natural
environment, as they went from nation
to nation, and tent to tent. A large group
of volunteers acted as guides on the

day, including a team from the Hawk
Conservancy Trust at Weyhill who also
gave educational talks. There was a real
“buzz” around the show site on the
Friday, particularly when all the children
came together in the Abu Dhabi village at
lunch time. Here they were able to learn
about centuries-old Bedouin traditions,
hear falcon tales around a campfire, track
hidden falcons via radio, solve puzzles,
draw a live falcon and receive a Young
Falconers’ pack. They also heard a short
talk from TV presenter, Chris Packham,
on birds of prey and his love of them,
before they carried on in their groups to

visit other exhibitors around the grounds.

H.E. Majid Al Mansouri, Executive
Director, Emirates Falconers’ Club said
“Education is an essential component of
the Emirates Falconers’ Club’s initiative
for the preservation of falconry and the
introduction of the Schools’ Day provides
an ideal opportunity to reach the next
generation of potential falconers. We
also hope that through falconry they will
be inspired by the wonderful cultural
displays on offer at the Festival.”

The organisers of this day’s activities
are to be congratulated - the children
left not only carrying loads of “freebies”,
but undoubtedly also carrying a new-
found respect for and understanding of
the sport of falconry and its importance
throughout the world.

On Friday evening a champagne
reception and buffet was held by
the Hawk Board in the seminar tent




for invited guests. This provided an
opportunity to discuss the day’s events
and to look forward together to the
weekend.

Saturday and Sunday brought the
Festival itself. The programme of events
in the arena was the same each day
and, as last time, gave us an exciting and
colourful view of falconry throughout
the ages and across the world.
Representatives had come from all over
the world, including South America,
Spain, the Steppes of Asia, Japan, Arabia
and Austria, to join with fellow falconers
from the United Kingdom, to show off
the sport of falconry in their country.
| was particularly impressed with the
display of falconry on horseback given
by the Austrians. In all over 50 nations
were represented and this made for
an impressive Grand Parade of Nations
at the end of each day. Mounted horse
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archery and salukis were also displayed
each day in front of the glorious
backdrop of Englefield House.

There was an interesting programme
of seminars lined up each day in the
Seminar Tent, featuring prominent
names in the falconry world. However,
| understand that these did not run as
planned which was a disappointment for
many. This is obviously an area which the
organisers need to improve upon.

There were individual camps from
many of the 50 nations and the public
were able to visit these and converse
(or due to the language barrier, sign!)
with the countrymen and women, many
of whom were in national costumes.
The UK camp consisted of large clubs,
such as the British Falconry Club, South
East Falconry Group, Scottish Hawking
Club and Welsh Hawking Club, and
also smaller groups, such as the Home
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By Peter and Marian Eldrett

LY
Counties Hawking Club and the Wessex
Falconry & Hampshire Hawking Club.
All were there representing their
members and showing how the sport
has developed in our own country.

The largest camp, at the opposite

end of the showground, was the Abu
Dhabi village where you could become
immersed in the crafts, customs, dance
and animals of the world of Arabian
falconry. People could meet up with
falconers from around the world and
probably make some new friends. As
one falconer enthused, the Festival was
an international reunion where everyone
was speaking the same language

— falconry.

The atmosphere around the national
camps on the Saturday evening was
somewhat lacking compared to that
experienced two years ago, with many of
the tents being closed up. This was partly
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due to the rain but | feel was also due to
the Medieval Banquet organised by the
Hawk Board in the seminar tent. 500
people attended the banquet and they
were joined by many others after the

Falconer from Mongolia

meal to listen to a selection of singers and
musicians from various nations (although,
regrettably, very few of the crowd
afforded the performers the courtesy of
actually listening to them.) The evening
was rounded off with a Scottish ceilidh
band called ‘Chaos’. It was a huge
gathering and many commented that it
seemed to kill any “village” atmosphere
that was so evident two years ago

— and which was so much enjoyed by

all involved then. This may have been a
good fund-raiser for the Hawk Board but
| personally think it was a bad idea — the
camaraderie and tremendous atmosphere
of two years ago was much diminished.

There were over 80 trade stands
present at the Festival and the range
was truly remarkable — one could buy
absolutely anything and everything to
do with falconry. Falconry equipment,
telemetry, health supplements, leather,
books, magazines, art, sculptures,
clothing — an Aladdin’s cave for falconers.
If it was falconry-related, you could find it
somewhere.

The Heritage Tent showed the
origins of falconry across the world and
displayed equipment and techniques
throughout the ages. Here one
could meet representatives from the
Falconry Heritage Trust, the Archives of
Falconry (USA), Valkenswaard Museum
(Netherlands) and Italy.

The Art Tent, organised by Mark
Upton, displayed works from artists, both
familiar and perhaps not so familiar to
the falconry world. They included Peter
Upton, Dave Scott, Antony Rhodes,
Bernd Poppelmann, Andrew Ellis, Michael
Demain and Carl Bass. Other well known
artists and sculptors were also exhibiting
in Artists’ Row, including Dave Prescott,

Martyn Brook, Peter Bainbridge and Bill
Prickett. If you wanted an eye-catching
piece of falconry art, you certainly didn’t
have to look far.

Hawking dogs from around the world
were featured at the Festival. One could
find information on spaniels, pointers and
setters, as well as other traditional breeds
from Europe, North Africa and Asia.
Salukis were also in prominence, with
races being held in front of the house.

Of course, no falconry event would
be complete without its avian stars
— and stars there were a-plenty over
the three days. Hawks, eagles and
falcons from across the world could be
seen and admired at close quarters — in
the weatherings, in national camps, on
club stands, in the main arena — in fact,
wherever you turned, you could see
a handler with bird on fist. Seeing so
many different birds in one place makes
you realise just how lucky we are to be
“United in Heritage and Sport”.

Roy Lupton launched the UK Eagle
Falconry Association at the Festival. On
display at their tent were several golden
eagles and, on both days, Josef Hiebeler
gave a talk on rearing and training eagles.

For those with a penchant for owls,
there was also a small display featuring
the five species of British owl.

This year the weatherings were
manned by representatives from those
clubs attending in the UK camp, thus
ensuring that the birds were supervised
and safe at all times. Neil Forbes and his
team were on site to provide veterinarian
support, but thankfully | only heard of
one injury over the weekend.

On Sunday HRH Prince Andrew
visited the Festival. He walked through
the grounds, visiting (amongst others) the

@ The Falconers & Raptor Conservation Magazine



One of the smallest clubs at the festival: Wessex
Falconry & Hampshire Hawking Club
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The UK Eagle Falconry Association was launched at the festival.
Right: Chairman, Roy Lupton

Joe Atkinson from USA

Chinese falconer, WuDi

British Falconry Club, the Steppe Village
and the art tent. After touring the Abu
Dhabi village, he was presented with a
white gyr falcon by His Highness Sheikh

recognition of the importance of the
relationship between the UAE and
the UK. In addition, the Duke of York
also received a briefing on the UAE’s

to be recognised as part of the world’s
intangible cultural heritage.

Of course, an event such as this
Festival requires much organisation. The

Sultan Bin Tahnoon Al Nahyan, Chairman
of Abu Dhabi Tourism Authority, in

international submission to UNESCO, on
behalf of 12 falconry nations, for falconry

major sponsors were Emirates Falconers’
Club, Honeybrook Animal Foods and
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International Wildlife Consultants. The
Organising Committee consisted of Jim
Chick, Nick and Barbro Fox, Nick and
Lyn Havemann-Mart, Nick Kester, Terry
Large, Anna Sadler, Jevgeni Shergalin,
John Hill, Terry Butkeraitis, Sandy
Crichton, Jo Oliver, Charlotte Souto
and Mary Allgood. | think they all did a
wonderful job this year and should be
congratulated for their considerable
efforts. As the organisers said, the
Festival was by falconers, for falconers.
Our British falconers were truly the
backbone of the event and they have
done us all proud.

Those of you who attended the
event, will surely have your own
memories. If you would like to share
these with our readers, do please
write to the Editor at the address on
Page Three. We would be grateful to
learn what you thought of the Festival,
including your highs and, indeed, any :
lows. We will endeavour to include Austrians in the main arena
your views in the next edition of the o
magazine but, even if this is not possible, ?
we will pass on your comments to

—
—_—

the organisers of this year’s event.
Any supporting photos would also be
appreciated.

Falconers from South Korea

The fabulous Abu Dhabi exhibit
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The banquet welcoming
committee

Television presenter,
Chris Packham at the
educations day
Nick Fox giving his thank
you speech at the end of the
festival
The Falconers & Raptor Conservation Magazine
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The colour and companionship of falconers that is the festival
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Gyr falcon being presented to HRH Prince Andrew by His Highness Sheikh Sultan Bin Tahnoon Al Nahyan
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Japanese ralconry

and Its contribution

of prey has attracted many
! people’s attention. However,
to the conservation
with birds of prey since
! B.C. Falconry is a worldwide culture,
O b | rd S O re employing the art of hunting game by
using trained birds of prey. In the case
of Japan, it is thought that falconry was
handed down from the Korean peninsula
in the 4th century, and it was developed
over a long time through varying Japanese
cultures. Falconers were the experts in
handling wild birds of prey. And, they
were also experts on wild animals and
plants in order to hunt down their prey
using falconry.
Falconry in Japan was practised by
the ruling classes in each period. Birds
of prey for falconry were taken from
various areas, and some of them were
released back to nature after the hunting
season. A falconer is called a Takasho
in the Japanese language (Fig. 1), which
means Master of the Hawk. Ruling
classes such as Samurai thought that the
behaviour and attitude of the hawk was
cool and graceful (Fig. 2). The Northern
Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis fujiyamae)
and Eurasian Sparrowhawk (Accipiter
nisus nisosimilis) were used for traditional
Japanese falconry. The Peregrine Falcon
(Falco peregrinus japonensis) and Merlin
(Falco columbarius insignis) were also
used, however they were not as popular
as the hawks. The Mountain Hawk-eagle
(Spizaetus nipalensis orientalis) was used
for falconry by the lower classes. These
were the favourite species as almost all
hawking ground in Japan is on the side
of a mountain or is a small wooded area,
small meadow or rice field. The most
popular quarry were hooded crane
(Grus monacha), greater white-fronted
geese (Anser albifrons), Japanese pheasant
(Phasianus versicolor), mallard (Anas
platyrhynchos), green-winged teal (Anas
crecca), Japanese quail (Coturnix japonica),
and Japanese hare (Lepus brachyurus).
In Japan, quarry was despatched by the
falconer rather than leaving it to the
hawk, to prevent the slow death of the
Fig. 1 quarry or any harm coming to the hawk
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by poison or disease. This was the fashion
in the Age of the Civil Wars. There is

no Japanese traditional falconer’s bag
and quarry was bound to a branch for
carrying (Fig. 3). Crane hawking with

a Goshawk was practised in order to
present the quarry to the Imperial Court
(Fig. 4). The Goshawk that caught the
crane was praised for its hunting skill,
and the leash colour was changed from
red to purple as evidence of its hunting
prowess (Fig. 5). Such a Goshawk was
not released back to nature after the
hunting season as many deemed it too
precious. Currently crane, goose and
quail are not quarry species in Japan. We
can no longer enjoy the old traditional
falconry. On the other hand, there are

by Keiya Nakajima, Ph.D.
The Japan Falconiformes Center
Web site: www.wa.commufa.jp/jfc/english

Fig. 2 Fig. 3

Fig. 4
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not many large areas of flat ground for

falcons in Japan. Therefore, the Peregrine

is flown in the same way as the Goshawk

using the waiting-on style that is the usual

hawking method with a falcon in other
countries. There are no locking cords for
quick release in the Japanese traditional

hood. It is a feature of Japanese traditional

falconry that the Japanese hood is made
of cloth and paper (Fig. 6).

In the old days Japanese falconers
were keepers of the birds of prey that
were owned by their lords, and they
were specialists in training the wild
haggard birds for hunting purposes. In
the hawking field, the lord or invited
guest used the birds of prey that were
trained by falconers. Therefore, Japanese
falconers developed housing, tools and
training methods for handling of the
haggard birds by anybody, not exclusively
for their personal use. This style is very
useful in the care and rehabilitation
of injured birds, because they do not
become tamed to the keeper during

@ The Falconers & Raptor Conservation Magazine
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their recuperation period. It means
that recovered birds do not depend on
humans after their release. We can also
check their hunting ability after their
recovery by using falconry skills before
release.




Fig. 8

The Japan Falconiformes Center (JFC)
was established in 1982 to expand the
activity of The Hawking Club of Japan
which started in 1964. We promote
conservation work for birds of prey
using Japanese falconry skill that was
developed by falconers in the Edo
period (1603-1868). JFC has been a
member organization of the International
Association for Falconry & Conservation
of Birds of Prey (IAF, http://www.i-a-
f.org/) since 1980. Currently, falconry is
not mentioned in Japanese hunting law. It
is not prohibited, but there are no official
regulations for falconry or falconers in
Japan. Game species, hunting seasons and
hunting grounds are controlled by law.
Japanese traditional birds of prey used for
falconry are conservation species that are
prohibited from being kept for personal
use. Therefore, Japanese falconers
use imported birds or their offspring.
However, we think that Japanese falconry
skill should be preserved with native birds
of prey. And, we are trying to get a good
understanding with the related agencies
(e.g. Ministry of the Environment)
through conservation works by falconers.
Currently, the relationship with related
agencies is improved by them observing
the release of a recovered conservation
species (Fig. 7). We think that these
activities will be the first step to using
native birds of prey in future Japanese
falconry.

We receive about 10-20 injured
birds of prey per year at the request
of the Ministry of the Environment and
local government, and we treat them in
co-operation with a veterinarian who
supports our activities (Fig. 8). Housing
methods from old documents are also
applied in the care of injured birds (Fig.
9). In the last five years, 15% of rescued
birds have been returned to their natural
habitat after recovery. Approximately
half of the rescued birds could not
survive, and the other birds which could
not be released due to their injuries are
kept in captivity until the end of their
natural life, as euthanasia of conservation
species is not allowed in Japan. Such
birds will be used for breeding, if it is
required to conserve the endangered
species. Of the rescued species, 50% are
Goshawk, 10% Sparrowhawk and 10%

Peregrine, all of which are traditional
birds of prey in Japanese falconry. This
means that the conservation works help
to preserve the skill of Japanese falconry
with native birds of prey.

The preservation of the habitat
of birds of prey is also one of our
activities. Preservation of the nest area
is important to conserve the endangered
species. However, another factor is
also required to maintain the habitat;
falconers need to know how to maintain
a good hunting area for wild birds of
prey and to understand their behaviour.
We support various projects at the
developmental stage (e.g. dam site,
wind farm, power line, forestry road)
to manage both the conservation of the
endangered species (e.g. Golden eagle,
Mountain hawk-eagle, Goshawk) and the
construction works.

It is also important to take every
opportunity to educate and to spread
the knowledge of conservation works
to other people such as ornithologists,
veterinarians, researchers and the
general public. We were the host
organization for meetings where
active conservation works were
introduced to relevant persons to
engender a new understanding. These
were the International Symposium for
Conservation of Birds of Prey (2008) and
the Conservation Seminar for Birds of
Prey (2009) with a grant from the Global
Industrial and Social Progress Research
Institute (GISPRI). Domestic and foreign
experts (e.g. The Peregrine Fund) were
invited to the meetings to introduce their
conservation works and the results. We
also held a short course for the staff of
related agencies to learn the handling of
birds of prey.

We hope that understanding of
Japanese falconry is improved through
our conservation work and our other
activities.

Fig. 9
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Getting it wrong. ..

a few sad stories and obvious facts

he truncated season caused

by my goshawk’s injury,

which was then followed

by snow that restricted

my travels, led me to flick
through my old journals and to ponder
the days when things did not go to plan.

No falconer can second guess every

situation but he can make the most of
good planning. Some of us are better at
it than others but we all make mistakes,
mostly, | would suggest, through our
enthusiasm to get out and do it. So |
thought | would bare my breast and tell
you of some of the dreadful days over the
last 30 years. Those who know better
may well say ‘what a fool’ but here’s
hoping others learn something.
Only four of these errors have resulted in
the hawk’s death and | can honestly say
not one was my fault, although a couple
could well have been avoided. | believe it
is no disgrace to lose a hawk whilst flying;
they are doing what comes naturally and
many wild raptors also die whilst trying
to live. The first two incidents happened
whilst hawking in Surrey when | was an
apprentice to the late Ken Wood. He was
a skilled falconer, and neither was his fault
either.
The first happened on National Trust land
on which we had permission to hawk
rabbits, but it was also a popular venue
for local walkers so what happened was
doubly concerning. Ken'’s redtail, James,
had taken stand on the side of a steep
bank and my German Shorthaired Pointer
(GSP) was working the cover below
when a shot rang out. The falling pellets
were like a hail shower and startled
me and the dog, but at least it was not
a direct blast. We shouted a warning
simultaneously with the second barrel
being discharged. Too late: the hawk fell
dead. The perpetrator was a Portuguese
taxi driver from nearby Gatwick who
claimed the redtail was a pigeon! Ken was
incandescent and with tears streaming
down his face, wrestled the gun away and

smashed the butt against a nearby fence
— thank heavens both barrels had been
fired.

The police were informed and charges
brought. The accused had no licence,
was firing over a public footpath, without
permission and personal property — also
a protected species (in those days redtails
had to be registered) — was destroyed.
The fine was considerable but poor
compensation.

Ken found a replacement redtail and

as it often does, disaster struck twice.
The branch line between Reading and
Tonbridge crossed our principal hawking
grounds; its embankment riddled with
warrens. These produced some superb
flights across the adjacent fields and
because the trains were diesel and
infrequent — the Gatwick element had
not been added — we crossed it at will.
One afternoon a rabbit flushed the wrong
way and belted down the track for 20 or
30 yards straight into the front of an on-
coming goods train. The hawk was killed
outright.

First Redtail and first
Goshawk
| have to thank Ken for my first hawk.
My move to Kent and my own hawking
grounds produced what | believe to be a
personal recommendation. At a regional
British Falconers’ Club meeting, Jim
Chick offered me an eyass redtail on
loan, provided he could call it back for
breeding if needed. Morgana was one of
Cassie’s last offspring. For those younger
readers, Cassie was possibly the first
redtail imported into the UK legitimately;
others were rumoured to have come in
under the seat of American B52 bombers.
She was a miserable cow and when |
went to collect Morgana from the Hawk
Conservancy we entered her enclosure
with two dustbin lids and a motorcycle
helmet — and she still gave us what for.
Morgana was successfully entered
at rabbits and moorhens and despite

knocking me out one afternoon she was
reasonably mild mannered. If someone
throws 2lbs at you from the top of a fully
grown oak tree, you would have a head
ache! Sad to say she only lasted 10 weeks.
Her death should have been foreseen
but | had no-one to warn me. Beating

a moorhen from a pond, the redtail,

not being very keen, described a lazy
circle and landed on a power line, one
with a transformer box. The down lines
bracketed her folding wings and with a
blue flash she was dead on the ground.
Ten weeks for your first hawk is a bitter
blow. From that day on my first scan of
available flying ground is to check out
power lines with such hazards. Never
again.

Freya was my first goshawk and came

to me third hand. She was bred by a
friend and was a great all-rounder. One
afternoon, Alistair, my good friend and
fellow Austringer and | were flushing
pheasants on a prime piece of land

in mid-Kent. | say prime because the
farmer loathed barbed wire and had won
conservation awards for his stewardship.
A cock bird rose from a new plantation
and headed to sanctuary in a wood
across the field. Freya was going full tilt
and closing fast. Tragically, the pheasant
flipped over the fence and landed as

the goshawk committed herself to the
kill. She hit the fence a mighty blow and
broke her back in two places. She took a
week to die. At the same time a feature
appeared in The Times on falconry and
there was my goshawk hunting rabbits
on that very farm. Some coincidences
are difficult to stomach. (As a postscript |
have just heard her sister died in January
after 18 seasons hawking hare. Some

of the good ones stay the course. What
memories.)

Don’t lose it

Have | ever lost a hawk? Once and nearly.
In between Morgana and the next redtail
came the sparrowhawk, Time. She was

@ The Falconers & Raptor Conservation Magazine



exciting. In fact when | get too ancient

to fly gosses, | shall return to spars. One
day | was crossing the paddock with the
spar at apparent ease on my fist when the
back door burst open and my very young
daughter screamed out at me. Startled |
lost all focus and opened my fist. Lesson
number one: only fools fail to tie their
hawks to the glove at all times. | was
that fool. Time made off across a field
dragging swivel and leash, heading for an
ignominious death if | failed to catch her.
Luckily the fence post proved tempting
and she took stand. | threw out a well
garnished lure and to be doubly certain
wound her up. From that moment on |
never hawk without a lure that has a line
on it long enough to wind up recalcitrant
hawks. Check out winding up in the old
books. Such knowledge is best learnt and
hopefully never used and while on the
subject of securing to the glove, please
make sure your field jesses have tiny
holes punched in them and add a fishing
swivel spring clip to your glove’s ‘D’ ring.
Essential for climbing gates, hawking in
company and for taking what is politely
known as a “comfort break”.

Morgana’s replacement was another
redtail, the wonderfully named Sir Bors
de Gannis (one of King Arthur’s knights).
| flew him without upset for eight seasons
and then retired him to a breeding
enclosure. Telemetry was pretty hit and
miss in those days. My old mentor, Ken,
had a set with a yagi aerial which fell to
bits if turned sideways — which is the
correct position for tracking, so it was
quite useless. | bought a set based on an
old taxi transceiver which was the size of
a church bible and sat at home for all its
life — it never functioned correctly.
Working in the city and travelling
extensively reduced falconry to
weekends. One particularly windy day
Bors flew out of a wood, on the same
farm that my first gos died on several
years later and disappeared. No bells,
no mobbing crows. Nothing. | wandered
down the wind swinging a lure to no avail.
Patently he had killed and deep in cover.
| returned several times, alerted every
farmer in the area and was just about to
give up and fly to America on business
when the phone rang announcing he
was in safe hands. | still failed to buy that
telemetry until the gos came along. Now
I wouldn’t be without it. Go out and buy
telemetry.

Some quarry species fight back. Squirrels
can be very nasty; in fact why anyone flies
them is a mystery. Redtails are the best
bet, but even then they can get bitten.
An American falconer once told me that
when trapping passage redtails, he always
released those with scarred feet and legs
because they were inefficient squirrel
hawks. Those planning to go there should
fit wide anklets and even consider squirrel
boots. If those teeth can open a nut think
what damage they can do to your hawk.

| have had one bite clean through my
double skinned hawking glove missing my
thumb by millimetres.

Longwingers will tell you that crows are
equally risky. A falcon on the ground

is likely to be attacked by the rest of

the mob in an attempt to free their
companion. With beaks like a logging axe
and a high IQ, they can work out how to
do the maximum damage. Small wonder
that Nick Fox uses a horse to keep up
with the flight along the vastness of
Hadrian’s Wall.

Preperation
Keenness is no substitute for preparation.
Once in the Outer Hebrides | arrived by

by Nick Kester

car at a prime rabbit spot on the machair
(dune grass) with the gos in her box,
jessed up and ready to go. Spotting a
rabbit well out in the open and using the
car as a blind, | hurriedly got out the gos
and caste her off. Her chase was fast but
erratic. No wonder as she still sported
her tail guard!

Then there are all those silly things
that can only be taught. For example: you
can entice a new hawk into a travelling
box by putting food on the perch, but
absolutely never feed out onto the fist. If
you do, your hawk will bate towards you
in anticipation rather than wait until you
lean in and ask him to step up quietly.

Do you do a ‘spectacles, testicles, wallet
and watch’ check before you leave? | have
left too many essentials at home because
| have not carried out a last minute
inventory. | even read recently of a chap
arriving at a field meet all kitted out but
with an empty hawk box.

Finally, here is the best Nick Fox tip of all.
When you discard old jesses cut the slits
or remove the buttons so that you are
never tempted to reuse them. Of course
you should really just chuck them into the
bin, but better safe than sorry.
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Binders

Keep your treasured magazines neat, tidy

and safe in a Falconers” Magazine Binder.

only: £8.00 psp rFree

Falconers Diaries TS
Keep track of your bird’s progress in a quality, BN
hardback diary. Weight, food given, quarry taken ? |
and also keep note of your valuable comments for —_
future reference.

Now only: £5.00 peap FREE

& Raptor Conservation Magazine

For credit card orders telephone

0845 803 1979

Most credit cards accepted

Between the hours of 9.00am - 3.30pm.
Outside these hours your order will be recorded on an answerphone.

FAX: 01202 659950 or write to:
The Falconers Magazine,

PW Publishing Ltd., Arrowsmith Court, Station Approach,
Broadstone, Dorset BH18 8PW.

Cheques/Postal Orders made payable to PW Publishing Ltd.

Fakomrs

-
East Anglian Strathmore
- =
Falconry Fair Veterinary
The 5th and 6th of September will see the East Anglian c‘ i n ic

Falconry Fair. The Fair will be held at the British Birds of
Prey Centre at Stonham Barns on the A1120 in Suffolk. I-ondon Road Andover
[}
There will be three flying demonstrations daily ranging
Hants SP10 2PH

from a Merlin to a Bateleur Eagle.

The gundog demonstrations will be once again in =

the capable hands of Frank Walker from Banaman O n I y
Kennels. Simon Whitehead from Pakefield Ferrets will BVetMed CertZooMed CBiol MIBiol MRCVS
be making a welcome return on the Sunday to give his

demonstrations on Ferrets and Rabbit control. TEl . (01 264) 352323

There will be a selection of some of the finest falconry Mobile:
equipment makers, Incubators, Telemetry, Taxidermy. 07775 796432
Welsh Hawking Club, South East Falconry Group Fax:
And British Falconers Club will also be present. (01264) 336296
There will be a beer tent and hot food area. E-mail:

£5 for adults £3 for children under 4s free xmo32@dial.pipex.com

£15 for family ticket (5 people).

Avian and Exotic Animal

* Sorry, no dogs allowed into the sanctuary % Medicine and Surgery
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amimal foods

. FREEPHONE 0800 1971 777

i

Honeybi-ook Animal Foods
for all your raptor’s needs

Great Western Exotic Vets
Exotic pets need exotic vets

Do not comprise on the treatment
of quality birds

A Specialist Bird Veterinary Service 24/7
Staffed by 1 Specialist & 2 Certificate Holders

Neil A Forbes DipECAMS FRCVS
RCVS and European College
Recognised Specialist in
Avian Medicine and Surgery

Marie Kubiak MRCVS
Minh Huynh MRCVS

Full specialized diagnostic,
surgical and hospitalization facilities.

http://www.gwreferrals.com

Tel. 01793 603800

exotics@gwreferrals.co.uk

The Independent Bird Register
THE Proactive approach to Lost & Found birds

Open from 08:00 to 21:00 7 days a week
Lost, found & stolen register
Bird registration
Breeders rings
Split telephone rings
Registration documents
Captive breeders certificates
Independent advice
THE Falconry Directory
THE Online Falconry Directory
Daily updated Birdmart on the web
Over 14,000 members

We also sell the following

Vitamin support supplements
Aloe Vera products
All your basic falconry equipment

01748 830112

www.ibr.org.uk juliana@ibr.org.uk

Tiercel House, Falcon Close, Scotton,
North Yorkshire. DL9 3RB

Kiezebrink
UK Ltd

Now covers most of the UK, with Premier Quailty
Frozen Raptor & Reptile Foods from Europe’s largest
supplier.

Top quality blast frozen day old chicks, quail, rats,
mice, gerbils and hamsters.

We now sell Chicken and Turkey necks and a range of
vitamin and mineral supplements.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
01284 810779
or mobile: 0777 5812602
Covering: East Anglia, London, Home Counties,
Eastern England, East and North Midlands
and Yorkshire.

Andrew Knowles-Brown on
01864 505245 .
mobile: 07711 952173
Covering: Northern England & Scotland
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@ The Welsh
Hawking Club

www.thewelshhawkingclub.com

The Welsh Hawking Club has five regional groups throughout the
United Kingdom meeeting in:
South Wales, North Wales, the South West, Essex
and Yorkshire

For more details please visit our website and click on Regions.

For all general equiries please contact:

Steven Lambert on 07736 319 347

or

email: secretary @thewelshhawkingclub.com

The South East
Falconry Group

AIMS TO SUPPORT FALCONERS IN THE CONTINUATION AND
PRACTICE OF FALCONRY.

Drawing its membership from around the South and East
of England, the SEFG provides a forum for falconers
and would-be falconers to meet, discuss and practice the
art. Members benefit from having access to a wealth of
experience and knowledge, good facilities and field meeting
opportunities throughout the winter months.
Meetings take place on the last Tuesday of the month at
Tilbury in Essex.

For members in our Southern region informal meetings take
place nr Winchester, Hants.

For further information or an application form please contact -

Dean White (secretary) on 01489 896504

E-mail us at enquiry@sefg.org or
visit our web site www.sefg.org

THE SCOTTISH
HAWKING CLUB

FOR THE DEDICATED FALCONER

The largest club in Scotland protecting the
needs of falconers.

AFFILIATED TO:- Countryside Alliance - Hawk
Board - Scottish Hawk Board - Zimbabwe
Falconers Club - North American Falconers
Association - International Association for
Falconry

Further details from:
Jim Coyle

E-mail: info@scottishhawkingclub.co.uk

* We are a D.E.F.R.A. recognised club x

Regional field meetings held regularly. A family association
that welcomes both the experienced falconer and the novice.

The British Hawking Association . . .
showing the way forward.

CHANGING ATTITUDES TO IMPROVE STANDARDS.

Contact the BHA via its website:-
www.thebha.co.uk
or e-mail to secretary @thebha.co.uk
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Jorm and

upportyour local

cltitb today!

Yorkeshire aad
Falconny Clube %rltlﬁ b
| Meetings held at The Milton Arms, ‘fal tn n B rg ]
We hlsll(sieszdr;ll:::iﬁsgl: };n the QE I u h

3rd Wednesday on the month at 8pm. .
Founded in 1927

Membersl]ip includes; The oldest and Iargest HaWklng Club
in the country.
® Public liability insurance Eleven Regional Groups -
Scotland, Yorkshire, Midlands, Cotswolds, Eastern,
e @ Affiliation to the Hawk Board North Western, Mid-West, North Eastern, Southern,
Hawk =45 Wales and South Western.
BOARD PR

Please send A5 SAE + 50p stamps to:-
For further information please visit our web-site Dave - Membership Secretary
THE BRITISH FALCONERS CLUB (F.M.)

www.yorkshirefalconry.org.uk 01253 859062 (evenings)

South Eastern Raptors Association
(S.E.R.A.)

Established for some 30 years, and now affiliated to the Hawk Board and holding group membership to
the Countryside Alliance, the aims of S.E.R.A. are to further and maintain the standards of falconry in the
u&ﬁ-""{* South-East of England.

With a broad band of knowledge and experience within our club, we extend a warm welcome to new
members, whether practising falconers or complete novices. Where practicable, novices will be allocated a
mentor. Helpful, honest and friendly advice is always available.

Our meetings are held at 10.30am on the second Sunday of each month throughout the year at
The Junction Inn - Groombridge, Kent. (Opposite Groombridge Station)

Outings, guest speakers, field meets, (at home and away) videos, quizzes and other special events are ever-present
features of our club calendar and may be viewed on our website.

Hawk
BOARD

Please visit our website at: WWW.seraonline.co.uk Y

or telephone Brian for information on: 01732 463218 i
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Independent Bird

Telephone 0870 608 8500

Register

Part of the ring number has been replaced with an ? for security reasons

REMEMBER! We offer a service don’t abuse it.

IBR Lost, Found, Reunited & Stolen birds of prey from 22nd March to the 7th July 2009
The IBR would like to thank all of those people that helped to reunite and look after found birds.

If you think one of these birds is yours or you think you may know the owner, - please contact us. If you have
reported losing a bird it is LOGGED on the database and REMAINS on the LOST LIST until WE are told
differently. Our web site now has rolling 2 month lost IBR registered list and a found list.

STOLEN x 12

BREF  RING NUMBERS
17120 1254BC92U
19010  IBR51036W
21572 15354DOEV
36307 ICH=1/IBR41731W
47898 IBR47996U
50623  1BR45343V
52851  IBRO1484W
60451  5266W

60452 6275W

68613  LBPC

68614  YDFC

69028 16137V /3KFCC

REUNITED x 129
BALD EAGLE

BARN OWL

BLACK KITE
COMMON BUZZARD
EUROPEAN EAGLE OWL
FERRUGINOUS HAWK
GOSHAWK

GYR HYBRID

HARRIS HAWK
HOODED VULTURE
KESTREL

LANNER FALCON
LITTLE OWL

LUGGER FALCON
PEREGRINE FALCON
PEREGRINE HYBRID
RED-TAILED HAWK
RUPPELLES GRIFFON VULTURE
SAKER FALCON
SNOWY OwL
SPARROWHAWK
TAWNY EAGLE
TAWNY OWL

SPECIES

TAWNY OWL
HARRIS HAWK
GOSHAWK
HARRIS HAWK
BARN OWL
LANNER FALCON
HARRIS HAWK
LANNER FALCON
LANNER FALCON
HARRIS HAWK
HARRIS HAWK
PEREGRINE FALCON

—
D — S —

wW —
o

—
— =4 B~ O = 0o B~ B — N 0o~ —

LOST x 33 (this is a list of lost IBR registered birds)
BREF RING NUMBER SPECIES
13613 72SPS? HARRIS HAWK
18311 7RL0? KESTREL
20329 77697 PEREGRINE/SAKER HYBRID
25626 744367 HARRIS HAWK
27809 751527 GYR/SAKER FALCON
37238 209007 GYR/SAKER FALCON
39160 766237 HARRIS HAWK
40650 78977 KESTREL
42962 710807 RUPPELLES GRIFFON VULTURE
42963 710967 RUPPELLES GRIFFON VULTURE
45421 209737 BARN OWL
46877 740347 KESTREL
46924 7JD05? HARRIS HAWK
47560 784947 TURKEY VULTURE
48891 781507 HARRIS HAWK
48909 778227 BARN OWL
52407 ™M3217 HARRIS HAWK
54201 78057 PEREGRINE/PRAIRIE HYBRID
55066 730887 BARN OWL
58876 7257 HARRIS HAWK
59155 787137 HARRIS HAWK
59494 247067 GYR/SAKER/PEREGRINE
61198 741557 GYR/SAKER HYBRID
61210 79437 AMERICAN KESTREL
61995 205517 BARN OWL
63253 YLJ? BARN OWL
63323 713227 BARN OWL
65631 733897 BARN OWL
65678  EZ0? LANNER FALCON
66152  ?FL9? HARRIS HAWK
66440 2735217 BARN OWL
66963 736017 BARN OWL
70928 725977 / 75807 RED-NAPED SHAHEEN/SAKER
FOUND x 32

BREF RING NUMBER SPECIES
5979 20437 BARN OWL

10596
15002
17122
20768
24245
25033
26180
29569
31082
31477
37649
39935
41049
45166
45333
49238
54362
54988
58334
61105
67219
68612
69411
69830
70482
70513
71209
71746
72175
72924
73050

7BC9?
245567
7GE9?
2SMR0?
216527
205297
296797
75667
287177
?RR0?
262827
260817
772587
209317
203267
234217
725447
230727
81887
795957
2LYONO?
756187/ 71517
71BF19?
213047
287197
739RR9?
2CH9?
2127
213LAD?
7514 867
720RCM?

BARN OWL

GYR HYBRID FALCON

BARN OWL
HARRIS HAWK
HARRIS HAWK

BARN OWL

KESTREL

HARRIS HAWK
HARRIS HAWK
KESTREL

HARRIS HAWK
HARRIS HAWK
SAKER FALCON
BARN OWL
KESTREL
RED-TAILED HAWK

BARN OWL

BARN OWL

BARN OWL
HARRIS HAWK

RED-TAILED HAWK
PEREGRINE HYBRID
HARRIS HAWK
COMMON BUZZARD
HARRIS HAWK
HARRIS HAWK
LANNER FALCON

BARN OWL

BARN OWL

BARN OWL

KESTREL

IBR web-site

www.ibr.org.uk
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VETARK
PROFESSIONAL

Veterinary formulated
to be the best

Available from vets,
good reftailers, by
mail order or our on
line shopping site:
www.noahs-cupboard.
co.uk

VETARK PROFESSIONAL |4
POBox 60, Winchester
5023 9XN

Tel: 01962-844316
Fax: 01962-877412

1
The world's best range of falconry.
equipment and products
-the choice of professionals ' £

= =0~ ]D

The real
thing, use the
best for your
birds or dogs.
Cut lengths
or rolls.

Phone:

07711 952173

OK, so we're better at
removing bad ads
than making good ones.

\IASA

Keeping advertising
Telephone 020 7492 2222 www.asa.org.uk standards high

GREAT NEW (easy-to-use)
WEBSITE with online ordering.

Top quality product & second-to-none
service for 17 years.
Huge stocks carried at all times. No VAT to pay.

Smu@ ahead in lﬂe mid
All falconry and ferreting products.

“I lt We don’t make wild claims to be the best around, but

/o u..u \y our reputation is taking us in that direction.
\ ; GIVE US A TRY AND JUDGE FOR YOURSELF.
"‘Q’\ f" J

4 i i =S
Shop open to c?exs“but strictly by appointment only.
‘Phone, Aend SAE (A4) or e-mail for our 2009 price list to:
'Wildcobs' Long Barn Road, Weald, Sevenoaks,
Kent TN14 6NJ, England.
Tel: /Fax: +44 (0)1732 463218 or 07973 379736 and speak to Brian.

E-mail: info@westwealdfalconry.co.uk

www.westwealdfalconry.co.uk

mestweal
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Classified

FALCONRY FURNITURE

MARTIN JONES
FALCONRY FURNITURE

The name for quality
Breeder of quality falcons and hawks from proven blood lines.
Full range of falconry equipment, books, DVDs and FULL COLOUR
CATALOGUE. Please ring 01600 750300 or write to:
The Parsonage, Llanrothal, Monmouth NP25 5QJ
E-mail: sales@falconryonline.com

Secure website wWww.falconryonline.com
Free advisory service and also sponsor of Campaign For Falconry

HAND CRAFTED FALCONRY FURNITURE BY

TIAN VANCE

Renowned for quality workmanship and practicality, all at an affordable price.
SAE please for catalogue.
80 Ramsey Drive, Arnold,
Nottingham NG5 6QQ
Tel: (0115) 9203682.

E-mail: sales@falconryequipment.com
Web site: www.falconryequipment.com

VETERINARY SERVICES

BIRD INSURANCE

Call 0800-015-4484

or e-mail gvinsurance@aol.com
www.birdinsurance.co.uk

for your free info pack.

Golden Valley Insurance, The Olde Shoppe,
Ewyas Harold, Herefordshire HR2 OES

C.J. HALL

Veterinary Surgeons
Members of the Association of Avian Veterinary Surgeons and the British Veterinary
Zoological Society.
Full hospitalistion and diagnostic facilities, endoscopy and ultrasound.
Full laboratory back-up.

Tel: 020 8876 9696

Fax: 020 8878 6359
15 Temple Sheen Road, London SW14 7PY

TELEMETRY BATTERIES ALL MAKES AND SIZES TO FIT ALL SYSTEMS

ie 10 x 392's £5.00 or 100 x 392's £45.00

NO ORDER TOO LARGE OR SMALL
PLUS P&P

L

Liw———bb" " —————V————______w| |

If you wish to advertise in
The Falconers
& Raptor Conservation Magagine
just telephone 0845 803 1979
or fax 01202 659950
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You can subscribe or
renew on-line. Just

visit our subscription 119
department website:- PR AN

www.mysubcare.com

For credit card orders

TEL: 01442 879097 .- credit caras accepted

FAX: 01442 872279 E-mail: falconers@webscribe.co.uk
or write to: The Falconers and Raptor Conservation Magazine,

Subscriptions Dept, PO Box 464, Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 2UR.
Cheques/Postal Orders made payable to PW Publishing Ltd.



A new monograph on training and hunting with Aplomado Falcons
by Bob Dalton.
This covers all aspects of bringing these superb falcons to the field in
first class hunting condition.

The author has hunted with Aplomado’s in Central and South America as well
asinthe UK and is considered a leading authority of this species. Ten chapters
will take the reader through each stage of training, entering and
hunting in superb detail.

This is an excellent publication limited to just 500 hardback copies.

£20.00 inciuding P&P.

Three limited edtition prints to celebrate the publication of Hunting with Aplomado Falcons by talented
artist and falconer Martin Brook.
Each printis A4 size, printed on high quality art paper and limited to 25 in number. Every print is signed by
Martin Brook and Bob Dalton.

Unmounted prints £25.00 each + £1.50 P&P. Mounted prints £32.50 + £2.50 P&P.

A Hunting with
t last, a monograph on
the training and hunting Aplomado Falcons DVD

of undoubtedly one of the
most popular raptor species
used in the sport of falconry

A 40min film
throughout the world today. showing
Thirteen fact-filled chapters hunting with
guide the reader through all Aplomado

. Falcons in
they need to know concerning South America
this fascinating hawk.

£15.50

£1 295 +£1.75 P&P inc P&P.

FALCON LEISURE

Pointers Rest, 1 Witt Road, Fair Oak, Eastleigh, Hants SO50 7FW
Tel/Fax: 02380 696921 Mobile: 07774 267790

E-mail: aplomado@btinternet.com Web site: www.aplomado.co.uk
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