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Editorial

Time, unlike the moult in the case of my hawks, seems to just
be flying by and already here we are at issue seven of our
magazine. | would like to take this opportunity to sincerely
thank all of those that have contributed to the magazine and
helped to ensure its continued success. It was really good to
see so many of our readership at the Falconers Fair back in
May and we hope to see a large number of you again at the
CLA Game and Country Fair at Blenheim on July 22, 23
and 24™. The magazine has a stand in the falconry area and
we will be present on all three days of the event.

We are indebted once again to those that have contributed
articles and photographs and we are always pleased to hear
from our readers. If there are topics you would like to see
covered, that haven’t been up until now, then please get in
touch and let us know what you would like to see and read
about. In the pipeline we have articles from falconers in Peru,
Russia, Kazakstan and South Africa. But we are always look-
ing for more as well as falconry related photographs.

As always, good hawking.
The Editor
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News

Belgian Field Meet, Westmalle November 2" — 6t

After the outstanding success of last
year's inaugural International Field
Meeting the Belgian falconry group,
known as Equipage St. Bavo, will
once again be playing to host to fal-
coners from across Europe this com-
ing November. The format of the
field meet will follow the formula used
last year and there will be hunting for

ing area for the hawks which is
manned twenty four hours a day.

The editor of this magazine attended
the meet last year and will be doing
so again this year. In his opinion it
was one of the friendliest and best
organised meets he had ever been
to. Last year the only shortcoming
that could possibly be picked up on

were the limited opportunities for
those attending with longwings. This
issue has now been addressed and it
is hoped for superior flying opportu-
nities this year.

For further details of the meet and its
relevant conditions you can contact
the group on equipagesintbavo@ho-
tmail.com

hawks, falcons and eagles. Barrack
style accommodation for falconers,
their hawks, dogs and ferrets as well
as breakfast, a packed lunch and
evening meal will all be included in
the attendance fee. As well as a ban-
quet on the final night, complete with
raffle and entertainment. For those
that find the basic type accommoda-
tion not to their liking there are a
number of nice and very reasonably
priced hotels in the area. Most im-
portantly there is a secure weather-

German Falcon — Expo, Bad
Sackingen, October 1st — 3™

A new event on
the falconry cal-
endar wil take
place at Bad
Sacking in South-
ern Germany this
coming October.
Apparently  the
premise of the
event will be along
the lines of our
own Falconry Fair
but will also include hunting in its many other guises as
practised in Germany. The event will be based at the Golf
and Leisure resort of Hochrhein and will be well supported,
according to the organisers, by European equipment sellers
as well as two of the three major falconry organisations in
Germany.

For those wishing to know more about this event you can go
to the web site www.FALKNER-FESTIVAL.DE where you
will find full details including an English version to download.
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NAFA Field Meet, Vernal, Utah,
November 20t — 25t

The North American Fal-
coners Association will be
holding its annual field meet
in Vernal Utah this year and
should be very well attend-
ed. Always popular with
overseas visitors, especially
those from Europe, this
meet offers the visitor tre-
mendous opportunities to
go out with a wide and ex-
tremely varied selection of
trained hawks chasing an
equally varied assortment
of quarry. In the evenings there are plenty of interesting
talks and seminars laid on as well as a very wide selection
of falconry related vendors offering their goods for sale.

For those contemplating attending you can get in touch with
NAFAs Foreign Liaison” who is Mike Hope, and he can be
reachned by emal at  NAFAForeignLiaison@
n-a-f-a.com



Avian Vet Neil Forbes wins inaugural European Award

Neil A.Forbes, BVetMed
DipECZM(avain) FRCVS, a qualified
European Specialist Bird Vet, who
runs Great Western Exotics, operat-
ing out of the Vets Now Referrals
Hospital in Swindon has become the
first ever recipient of the Helga Ger-
lach Award for Excellence in Avian
Veterinary Sciences.

The award which was presented to
Neil at the 11th Conference of the
European Committee of the Associ-
ation of Avian veterinarians (EAAV)
on 28th April, was set up as part of
the Helga Gerlach Fund in recogni-
tion of the work of Professor Helga
Gerlach, who dedicated more than
50 years of her life to avian exotic
and poultry medicine.

Neil was nominated and selected as
the winner of the award from a selec-
tion of European contemporaries,
who were required to meet a strict
level of requirements, including hav-
ing practised avian medicine for 15

years, and undertaken extensive
teaching, writing, research and clini-
cal performance in this field.

Raptor owners will be familiar with
Neil, the specialist 24/7 exotic Veteri-
nary services offered at Great west-
ern Exotics in Swindon, as well as
his training courses. Neil, grandson
of famous falconer Bill Ruttledge,
has spent over 30 years studying, re-
searching, teaching and providing
raptor medical care. The facility is
the only full time specialist staffed,
exotic animal veterinary service in
the Southern UK. Neil regularly con-
tributes articles to periodicals on all
aspects of Bird Medicine published
both in the UK and across Europe.

Commenting on his award Neil says
“To be the first recipient of this award
is a great honour, especially knowing
that | have been nominated and se-
lected by my contemporaries across
Europe. This is an area of veterinary
medicine that | am extremely pas-

sionate about and want to encourage
more vets to become involved in, so
that the level of veterinary care pro-
vided can be raised. The Helga Ger-
lach fund celebrates and recognises
the work being done by Specialist
Avian vets across Europe and the
world, and is an excellent recognition
of the vast contribution that Profes-
sor Gerlach made to the advance-
ment of avian medicine”.

For further information about Great
Western Referrals and their work log
on to www.gwexotics.com or Www.
vetsnowreferrals.com or call 01793-
603800.
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Neil Forbes regeiving award

THA Annual Field Meet,
Abilene January 13* —
16t 2012

The Texas Hawking Association will
once again be holding its annual field
meet in Abilene Texas in January
2012. This meeting is without doubt
one of the friendliest and nicest
meets to attend and the editor of this
magazine would heartily recommend
it to any falconer no matter where
you are based. Texan hospitality re-
ally is second to none and the meet
itself is within easy driving distance
of so many major airports, Dallas,
Fort Worth, Houston, Austin, that
getting there just isn’t a problem. The
meet bases itself at The Whitten Inn
Motel, which is reasonably priced,
clean and relatively central to all the
facilities a visitor could possibly
need.

The hawking itself tends to be of a
very high quality and the falconers
involved are always more than happy
to make visitors feel welcome and to
ensure they get to see some sport. In
the evenings there are always talks
and various equipment sellers are
present offering their goods for sale.
The final evening sees a really good

banquet take place accompanied by
an excellent raffle, both of which take
place after the appearance of a
guest keynote speaker.

For further details of the meet con-
tact the THA Secretary/Treasurer,
Jim Coody, at treasurer@texashawk-
ing.org or visit their website and click
on events at www.texashawking.org
5



Gyrfalcons, secret seabirds

Arecent report in BBC Nature News has reported on scientific claims that
Gyrfalcons living in the high Arctic overwinter out at sea and spend long
periods hunting and living on the pack ice. The research by Dr. Burnham
makes for truly fascinating reading and this particular article can be found
on the June 20th edition of BBC Nature. For those wishing to read the
article it can be found on the web site www.bbc.c.uk/nature/13791688

Gyrfalcons, a 2,500 year old nest discovered

An equally absorbing news item relating to Gyrfalcons also appears on
the BBC Earth News site and concerns research work, again carried out
by Dr. Burnham, which has discovered a Gyr eyrie that has been continu-
ally in use for more than 2,500 years. With the help of carbon dating it has
been revealed that one nest site in Kangerlussuaq in central Greenland is
between 2,360 and 2,740 years old. Also a feather found at one particular
site was dated as being moulted by a Gyr some 670 years ago.

For those wishing to read this fascinating article it can be found on the
BBC Earth News web site www.news.bbc.co.uk and the article first ap-

peared on June 17th 2009.

Jack Bishop

Jack Bishop is a
highly talented 18
year old who has
recently finished a
btec national diplo-
ma art and design
course at St. Al- . W
bans Oaklands City Campus Art College. Jack has always
had a love of drawing and painting from an early age and this
has gone hand in hand with his love of animals, which have
always been the main subject matter for his work. Since an
early age Jack has been surrounded by Pointers as well as
hawks and falcons as his father is well respected falconer
Dave Bishop.

Jack has taken the brave decision to start his professional
career as an artist with immediate effect and to this end has
produced a couple of limited edition prints of two different
English Pointers. One is of “Bella” one of his father's dogs
and the other is of “Jack” belonging to Lee Cooper.

r

For more infor-
mation on these
superb  prints
and other work
Jack has in the
pipeline he can
be contacted at
jackbishop92@
hotmail.com

e A
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Third Falconry Festival, Abu Dhabi
December 15% — 17t

The third Falconry
Festival will be host-
ed by The Emirates
Falconers’ Club Abu
Dhabi and will be
held between De-
cember 15th and
17th at Jahili Fort in
Al Ain. These are
the dates for main
public participation
but the event will ac-
tually begin with the
arrival of Interna-
tional visitors on
Sunday the 10th of
December. The next
four days leading up
to the main public days will see hawking, preparation,
excursions and evening events taking place. Opposite
the Fort is the Rotana Hotel which will be used for the
conferences and workshop meetings as well as housing
visitors.

The web site for the event, which can be found at www.
falconryfeastival.com is extremely comprehensive in its
detail and should answer any queries any potential visi-
tors may have. We will cover the upcoming event in a
little more detail in our next issue due out mid October.



Bumblefoot in Raptors
The Straight Forward Cases

Neil A Forbes BVetMed DipECZM(avian) FRCVS

Summary

Bumblefoot (raptor pododermatitis)
has historically and remains one of
the commonest and most serious af-
flictions of captive Falconiformes.
This article describes the causes,
disease process and treatment
methods.

Introduction

Bumblefoot is a term which is used
loosely, relating to swelling, inflam-
mation and typically infection of teh
underneath of a birds foot, affecting
either the ball of the foot or one or
more toes. Bumblefoot is a common
disease of large species of raptors
maintained in captivity and tends to
become longstanding and even if
treated is often seen as being recur-
rent. The reoccurence of cases is
typically linked to a failure to reverse
the cause, rather than a failure in
treatment. The disease most com-
monly affects falcons (long-wings),
eagle owls (Bubo spp.), whilst hawks
(short-wings) and broad wings (e.g.
Harris’ Hawk and buzzards are very
rarely affected. The condition is very
common in captive birds (wild caught
and captive bred birds) but is rare in
wild birds.

Causes

Raptor’s feet are protected by a thick
layer ofprotective skin, in turn cov-
ered by a layer of hard protective
dead skin. The underneath of the
foot is s a covered with hard papillae,
these are thought to help to disperse
the pressure of the weight bearing
function of the foot.

Bumblefoot is caused by either:
‘penetration of the foot’, (e.g. tal-

on, thorn or other sharp foreign body,
rusty chain link fencing or any other
sharp or abrasive object) or a ‘pres-
sure sore’. The latter is like a bed
sore in humans. This arises when a
bird is sedentary for too long, or on
an unsuitable perch. The weight of
the bird, pushing down through the
skin of the foot, restricts the blood
supply to the area of foot skin’, which
is bearing the weight. Reduction or
loss of blood supply to the skin, com-
promises the normal skin defence
mechanism, such that bacteria which
are naturally living on the skin, are
able to pass through the skin giving
rise to infection of the underlying tis-
sue. Once this tissue is infected, it
swells, but the bird is still standing
on it (similar to us walking around
with a stone in our shoe), this
further impares the blood supply to
the now infected tissue and hence
prevents infection control and heal-
ing.

Whilst most falconers believe their
bird must have suffered a penetra-
tion, we know through research that
95% of cases are related to pressure
sores and perching issues.

So why do captive birds suffer,
but not wild birds: wild birds are
more active, and so have a better
blood supply to their feet, they spend
less time standing on their feet, they
can choose to roost, perch,eat, mute
in different places and hence enjoy
better personal hygiene. In contrast
captive birds are often confined to a
small aviary, or tethered to one
perch, muting eating and perching all
happen in a confined area, where
over the course of months the level
of bacterial contamination tends to
build up. They are more sedentary,

may be higher in weight, have little or
no choice as to what they should
perch on, they are more prone to
pressure sores and are also exposed
to bacteria which live on human skin
(e.g. Staphylococcus aureus), which
is the commonest bacteria implicat-
ed in bumblefoot infections, but is not
naturally found on ‘wild raptor’ skin.
So raptors have never evolved a
method of defending against Staph-
ylococcus spp bacteria, and in con-
sequence they are not good at it.

It is interesting that falconers in the
Middle East, who historically flew
wild caught haggard birds, if they
had a bird suffering from bumblefoot,
they would release it, to fly free. On
occasions the same birds were later
recaught, by which stage the bum-
blefoot had typically self healed.

It is important for falconers to be
aware that falcons are far more
prone to bumblefoot compared with
hawks, eagles or owls. If anything
ever occurs to make a falcon favour
one leg rather than standing equally
on both, (e.g. hunting injury, broken
or bruised leg etc), then the good leg
must be padded, to prevent bumble-
foot occuring. The problem with fal-
cons is in part because they demon-
strate an adverse reaction to infection
with  Staphylococcus spp (human
skin bacteria), which hawks, eagles
and owls do not. In essence falcons
never evolved an ability to manage
this bacteria, they only become chal-
lenged by it, because they are in cap-
tivity. There is a good argument to
minimise these bacteria on falcons
(in particular) feet, by applying F10
barrier cream once weekly on their
feet.



Perch surfaces: there is no one
perch surface or design which suits
all birds. An aviary bird should al-
ways have a choice of perches, but
will still tend to stand where
she prefers (as a vantage point),
rather than alternating or using the
most comfortable perch. Astroturf is
great to distribute the weight as the
bird stands on the perch, but it is im-
portant to remember that bacteria
live forever on astroturf, whilst they
died rapidly on traditional perch sur-
faces such as cork, rubber, carpet,
leather. ~ This is certainly not
a reason to avoid Astroturf, but rather
a reason to clean Astroturf 1-2 times
weekly with an effective and safe dis-
infectant such as F10.

Glove hygiene and bare hands:
gloves which are used from bired to
bird, are an excellent way of transfer-
ing unpleasant bacteria. Falconers
should either keep a separate glove
for each bird, or spray the glove with
a suitable disinfectant between birds.
From the details above, falconers will
also appreciate that allowing a bird
to stand on a bare fist, is exposing
that bird to human bacteria which
they are not good at coping with.
This practice should be prevented.

Clinical Signs

If bumblefoot is to be successfully
treated it is imperative that the condi-
tion is recognised at an early stage.
To help in the classification of the
severity of cases, and to help in
prognostication the following classifi-
cation of stages has been created.

Class I. Early devitalisation of a
prominent plantar area without dis-
ruption of the epithelial barrier, sub-
divided into :-

a. Hyperaemia (bruise) or early isch-
aemia (a blanched area with com-
promised capillary perfusion).

b. Hyperkeratotic reaction (an early
callous).
8




Class I lesions




Class | carries a favourable progno-
sis, as there is no evidence of infec-
tion. The changes generally respond
to conservative, husbandry changes,
including changing perching surfac-
es and application of topical emol-
lients eg. Preparation H (human
haemorrhoid treatment available
from the chemist), or F10 Barrier
cream.

Class Il. Localised inflammation/in-
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fection of underlying tissues in direct
contact with devitalised area, with no
gross swelling, subdivided into :-

a. Puncture wound.

b. Ischaemic necrosis of epithelium
(a penetrating callous or scab)

Class Il still carries a good prognosis
as infection is localised. Such le-
sions may respond to medical thera-
py, with antibiotics, weight sparing

Class Il common site better

bandages, increased exercise, but
failing this tend to respond well to
surgery as the total affected area is
easily resected and epidermal de-
fects are characteristically small.
As such the normal architecture
of the weight bearing structures of
the foot are maintained intact. This
class generalkly requires veterinary
intervention and will generally not re-
spond well to conservative treatment




with pressure sore

Class Il

alone.

Class lll. More generalised infection
with gross inflammatory swelling of
underlying tissues. The origin may
be puncture wounds or ischaemic
necrosis, however by this stage the
initial cause is of minor significance
in comparison with the gross on-go-
ing pathology. By this stage the le-
sion may vary in appearance, but will
be swollen, with gross inflammation
and infection, there may be signifi-
cant heat and pain involved.

Class IlI traditionally carries a good
to guarded prognosis, as infection is
well established, and structural
changes have affected the foot.
Some can be treated as for Class Il
however the majority should be treat-
ed by complete surgical removal of
all affected tissue, followed by first
intention healing.

Class IV: such cases involve gross
swelling and disease of the deeper
vital structures. Radiology and surgi-
cal exploration will often be required
to differentiate types Il from IV.
Class IV is a longstanding condition
causing infection and inflammation
of the tendons, tendon sheaths,
bones and joints of the foot.

Class IV carries a guarded to poor
prognosis as infection is harboured
in and affected deeper vital struc-

tures, making surgical debridment
difficult or impossible. In view of the
chronicity pockets of encapsulated
infective tissues are often present,
which if not cleared will result in lat-
ter reoccurrence (see treatment re-
gimes later).

Class V: is an extension of Class IV
it is characterised by crippling defor-
mities, such cases have previously
been considered to be inoperable
and best euthanased without treat-
ment.

Until recently the treatment of Class
IV and in particular Class V cases
carried a guarded to grave progno-
sis. This author has previously de-
scribed the use of antibiotic impreg-
nated bone cement beads), in the
treatment of these cases. The im-
planting of these antibiotic releasing
beads, following aggressive surgical
debridement, offers an alternative
method for the delivery of antibiotics
to an infected site (Klemm 1993).
Since the publication of the later pa-
per, this author has also used the
same AIPMMA beads in many Class
V cases, with much improoved re-
covery rates. Such cases would pre-
viously have been euthanased.

Clinical Management

The first step in bumblefoot manage-
ment is falconer education. The rou-

tine of daily handling, and monitoring
of foot health is invaluable. Of
course this is easy in falconry birds,
but not so straight forward in breed-
ing or aviary birds (hawks or owls),
but that is no reason not to do the
very best you can. If cases can be
detected as Class | stage, then all
will respond to prompt conservative
therapy. Sadly in many cases teh
disease is not detected until it is ad-
vanced. Any case beyond a Class |,
should be presented to a suitably ex-
perienced avian vet, as soon as pos-
sible.

On presentation a full history should
be taken and the bird should receive
a full clinical examination. Any con-
current disease, causing foot or leg
problems (eg. pox, frost bite, spinal
or pelvic limb injuries etc.) or general
iliness (eg. nutritional deficiencies,
aspergillosis,  tuberculosis  etc.)
should be evaluated. Some authors
have considered Vitamin A deficien-
cy to be significant. However any
bird fed regularly on day-old chicks
(so long as the yolk sack is left intact
at last once a week) is highly unlikely
to suffer such a deficiency. Vitamin E
deficiency has also been implicated,
this is most often caused by the ex-
cessive (i.e. >3 months) storage of
frozen food .

In the management of bumblefoot
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cases, what is forgotten by so many
falconers and vets, is the necessity
to ellucidate the initial cause of the
problem.

There is absolutely no point in the
vet doing a great job in resolving
the condition, if neither the vet
nor the falconer identifies the
cause of the problem and cor-
rects. If this is not achieved, once
the bird returns to its previous
management, the condition will
reoccur. All too often the sugges-
tion is that the vet failed to cure
the problem, whilst in truth it is
the vet and falconer between them
who have failed to identify and re-
solve the underlying husbandry
problem.

Causes could be a previous pene-
trating wound (thorn, talon, bite
wound), but is far more likley to be a
pressure sore, repeated trauma
whilst flying (hitting the lure or quarry
too hard), grasping sharp aviary net-
ting etc.. On examining the bird, if it
has a lesion in exactly the same
place on both feet, one can be cer-
tain that teh bumblefoot is related to
‘pressure sores’. If you observe that
the bird always tends to stand on the
foot that has the bumblefoot, then
there must be some pain causing le-
sion elsewhere on the other leg or
foot.

Bumblefoot never only affects one
foot. As soon as one foot is affected
12

additional weight is born by the good
foot, the latter rapidly leads to a pres-
sure necrosis bumblefoot in the sec-
ond foot. In view of this, if at the time
of initial examination, only one foot
appears unaffected, action (see lat-
er) should be taken to dissipate
weight over the whole surface of
the good foot, including the toes,
rather than simply the ball of the foot,
in order to prevent disease of the
second foot.

Each individual case of bumblefoot
should be considered on its own
merits, and where possible entered
into the Class |-V classification as
described above. Having classified
the case, the appropriate investiga-
tive procedures should be carried
out, eg. microbiology, radiology, sur-
gical investigation.

Where infection is present (Classes
[I-V) microbiology swabs should be
taken for bacteriology and sensitivity
testing,( if at possible, prior to sur-
gery). Prior to the results of sensitiv-
ity testing being available a first line
antibiotic should be administered. In
this situation the author favours the
use of beta lactamase penecillin or
marbofloxacin, at standard recom-
mended dose levels. Cases which
maybe Classes IV or V, are radio-
graphed prior to surgery, in order to
assess any potential bone damage.

Surgery: the aim of surgery is to re-
duce the level of infected tissue, if

[~
1e tissue

possible removing the infected and
fibrotic tissue in toto thereby convert-
ing a necrotic infected area of tissue
into a clean, vascular surgical site
that may be closed and then heal by
firstintentions. Patients are routinely
anaesthetised using Isoflorane gas.
Prior to surgery the foot is scrubbed
vigorously with a toothbrush and
surgical scrub solution, to remove
any hyperkeratosis and reduce the
level of bacterial contamination of
the skin. Prior to surgery a tourni-
quet is applied to the leg, (to control
blood loss, but also to maintain full
visualisation of teh surgical site dur-
ing the operation.

The initial incision should include all
devitalised or ischaemic areas of the
plantar aspect of the foot. The direc-
tion and size will take into account
directions of tension and the require-
ment for normal function anatomy
following surgery. All fibrotic, isch-
aemic, necrotic, exudative and case-
ous material is removed (if possible
in toto). All surrounding tissues are
curreted.  Prior to closure of the
wound, cavities are explored be-
tween each of teh forward toes, in
cases of severe infection an antibi-
otic impregnated bone cement bead
is placed in each cavity — These
beads may typically be left in situ, al-
though the position of their place-
ment is such that they may be re-
moved from the dorsal aspect of the
foot, if that should prove necessary.



Following surgery it is imperative that
pressure is effectively relieved from
the operation site (ball of the foot).
In a normal stance the total bird’s
weight is applied to this particular
area. In recent years a number of
different systems have been advo-
cated for raising the operation site
off the ground. Differing structures
are required for different species, for
small species corn plasters are used,
larger species a similar shaped
dressing made of rigid foam, or a
fabricated circular padded structure.
Such dressings are shaped (simliar
to a ring doughnut) to make contact
with the plantar aspect of the foot, at
a point half way along the length of
each toe. The latter dressings may
be fashioned from rigid foam, plastic,
wood or metal circle, amply padded
with foam or cotton wool.

If correctly applied, birds appear
comfortable in these dressings.
Even birds with severely affected
feet no longer spend periods of time
lying down to rest their feet. The
birds food does need to be cut up, as
the birds are able to hold food in their
talons and so cannot feed in the nor-
mal manner. Suitable sized dress-
ings should be selected for each
case. The ball of the foot is raised
off the ground, air is permitted to cir-
culate freely around the healing
wound, to which topical antibiotic
creams may be applied. The birds

weight is spread over the bases of all
four toes. Antibiosis is maintained for
14 - 21 days. Long-term use of one
or several antibiotics in birds seems
to increase the risk of bacterial or
Candida enteritis overgrowth, for this
reason concurrent use of a probiotic
during and for 10 days after the end
of the antibiotic therapy is recom-
mended.

Conclusion

Bumblefoot has been a serious afflic-
tion of falconer’s birds for thousands
of years. A detailed description was
made by Holy Roman Emperor
Frederik Il of Hohenstaufen (1194-
1250) in his monumental treatise, De
Arte Venandi Cum Avibus. The earli-
est reference to surgical treatment of
the disease appears in Falconry, or
the Falcons Lure and Cure published
in 1615. However despite its long
recognition, the condition remains an
all too common affliction of captive
raptors. The use of long-term antibi-
otics in combination with surgical de-
bridement is the accepted therapy of
bacterial granuloma. Full surgical de-
bridement, in an aim to minimise
pathogen loading and breakdown the
fibrin barrier surrounding pathogens
is still considered to be essential for
successful adjunctive therapy em-
ploying the use of antibiotic impreg-
nated bone cement beads, followed
by pressure relieving dressings.
Each part of this treatment regime is

P o
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essential, however in combination it
has been shown to achieve a very
high level of long term cure.

Take Home Messages

Check your birds feet daily, includ-
ing aviary birds (binoculars if nec-
essary)

Do not keep too many birds so you
have time to check feet daily

Identify disease at ‘Class | stage’
and act to resolve the problem im-
mediately

If you know or suspect your bird
has suffered a punture or bite to
the foot, clean and disinfect teh
wound and seek veterinary advice
before it becomes infected

Feed your birds on a good and var-
ied diet

Fly your birds as often as possible
Prevent obesity in birds

Provide a range of suitably de-
signed perches and observe that
the bird is using them correctly

Maintain good aviary hygiene

Seek prompt veterinary interven-
tion for non responsive Class | or
more advanced cases, from a suit-
ably experienced avian vet as soon
as possible

If there is ever a reason for a falcon
to take excessive weight on one
foot, pad the good foot immedi-
ately to prevent bumblefoot

A further article will appear in the
next issue, covering additional
foot conditions such as pox, ten-
don ruptures, lost talons, furniture
rubs and bite wounds.

Neil A Forbes
BVetMed Dip ECZM(avian) FRCVS

RCVS and European College
Specialist in Avian Medicine and
Surgery

Great Western Exotic Vets
01793 603800 www.gwexotics.com
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Philippe Vanardois - Artist and
Falconer

Philippe Vanardois, wildlife artist and
ornithologist from the North of
France, was born in the late fifties.
Birds of prey became his passion at
an early age thanks to an old book on
falconry he found in a second hand
bookstore. He started to observe
them, but unfortunately at that time
raptors were already in decline and
becoming increasingly rare.

Philippe followed artistic studies in
Belgium and then France and natu-
rally started drawing and painting
birds, which has been his profession
for the last twenty-five years. At the
same time he started caring for the
ever increasing number of injured
birds in general and birds of prey in
particular, brought to him every
spring, nurturing the young birds that
had fallen from their nests. With the
help of a vet, he founded the “Centre
de Sauvegarde de la Faune Savage”
(Wild Fauna Protection Centre) and
took in on average three hundred
birds from all breeds per year. Philippe
adapted falconer’s techniques to train
some of the raptors to fly and hunt in
order to release them into their natu-
ral environment. He gradually devel-
oped his falconry hunting techniques
with injured or sick hawks that had
been left in his care by the public and
14

falconer friends. Species such as
Kestrel, Hobby, Merlin, Peregrine,
Barbary, Lanner and Saker Falcons.
As well as the various falcon species
there were also Sparrowhawks, Gos-
hawks, Red Tailed Hawks and Harris
Hawks along with Booted Eagles and
Snake Eagles and even a Griffon Vul-
ture. Needless to say there are al-
ways a great many owls as well.

During the peak of this period Philippe
was caring for approximately one
hundred birds at any one time. Ob-
serving birds at such close proximity,
whilst they are sitting on the gloved
fist, is an ideal way to draw and paint
them. Understanding their behaviour
is also a very important factor in illus-
trating them. Philippe has been com-
missioned by leading French editing
companies, Gallimard, Natier, Hatan
and Milan to illustrate birds as well as
insects, reptiles and mammals.
Philippe has also illustrated books on
plants as he has an interest in every
aspect of wildlife and nature. You can
view his work on his website www.
philippevanardois.com. Philippe ex-
hibits his works several times a year
and some of his hawk paintings have
been sold at auction in Lyon.
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The British Falconers Club

Eagle Meet

Day Two. Eakring,
Notts.

Day two dawned with a carpet of
snow, which had been falling all
night. However, the sun shone and
the snow stopped as everyone
wended their various routes to
Eakring, close to Sherwood Forest,
which was to be the flying venue for
the day. Geoff Surtees had spent
the night at my place and we set off
with my son David for the rendez-
vous point in order to be on site by
ten in the morning. The roads were
hazardous with deep snow but we
made it safely enough. The only
problem was the sight of electricity
pylons running across part of the
ground that we were due to hunt
over. This was a major problem and
brought sad memories flooding back
to Geoff, whose beautiful female
Golden Eagle “Abbey,” had perished
on similar lines just a few weeks pre-
viously. At first glance, the presence
of these pylons was giving such con-
cerns that the meeting at one point
was appearing to look as though it
would have to be abandoned, but
Gavin took me around in his vehicle
and provided we worked well away
from the pylons towards the west, we
should be reasonably safe. Many of
us held doubts and worries, espe-
cially as the land available was not a
fraction of the size that we had at
Bunny the previous day. However, we
were nothing if not resilient and man-
aged to spend the whole day at the
site and only walked up one section
twice over. Hares were in abundance
and yet again we had some thrilling
flights.

| love hawking in the snow and one

- continued

could be excused for believing that
hares would be much easier to spot
lying in their forms, their dark colou-
ration giving them away against their
now white surroundings, but not a bit
of it for hares are not only absolute
masters of escape tactics, but also
masters of the will 0’ the wisp syn-
drome. Looking over these snowy
fields gave the distinct impression
that there was nothing living on this
hilly, but rather featureless terrain,
but one could not be more wrong, for
we were flushing otherwise well hid-
den hares within minutes of putting
our feet upon the land.

We were one eagle short for day two,
because Simon Tebbutt had to be
elsewhere, so his number was elimi-
nated from the list. With the land be-
ing much more undulating than at
Bunny, we experienced some great
downwind flights down the hillsides
and across the valley floor. All eagles
were flying well despite being fed late
in the day after the meet at Bunny.

Dr. David Glynne Fox

Star closing in one hare

Pete Sibson and Gary Knight's ea-
gles flew very well although both
failed to connect. At one point, Gary
slipped his eagle at a hare, which it
did not see, so Chris Miller asked if
Gary could retake the slip as the ea-
gle was unaware of the hares’ pres-
ence and all were in full agreement.
This demonstrated the fairness and
camaraderie of the eagle falconers
present at this meet, despite the fact
that all wanted to fly their birds and
all hoped for a kill. | slipped Star at a
hare, which followed the contours of
the hill and Star followed very closely.
He flew just behind and to one side
of it for a few seconds before going
in, but the hare was ready for him
and yet again evaded his murderous
talons. He was quickly recalled and
hooded and the drive continued.
Glyn Thompson’s new eagle per-
formed exceptionally well, consider-
ing how well fleshed out was his ster-
num. This eagle was very unlucky
not to connect with a hare. Pete Sib-
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son’s eagle was cast of at a hare
running downhill and put in three
magnificent stoops, but the hare
evaded all three. What a stunning
flight that was. Then it was Roy Lup-
ton’s turn and he stood atop a large
hill while most of the line beat at right
angles to him. A hare was soon
flushed and Baby was in action im-
mediately. He seemed to be flying
very slowly, but was in fact powering
down the hillside and rapidly closing
the several hundred yard gap, which
separated hunter from hunted and
this flight was captured on camera by
Peter Moonlight and also his friend,
Lee Webb, another wildlife photogra-
pher who had joined us for day two.
The two dark dots against the snow
merged as one and Roy’s eagle had
taken the first hare of the meet. The
snow spray flew skywards as eagle
and hare came together at the point
of contact, and then it was all over.
Roy drove down in his Argo Cat
alongside the edge of the field and
then walked the short distance to
where his eagle and the stricken
hare lay and took up his prize.

Roy then took Gary and | in the Argo
Cat round the field and back up to
the head of the valley where we wait-
ed for the others to beat the line, as
Gary was the next to fly, followed by
myself. One hare was flushed but at
a great distance, so Gary did not slip
his eagle. One our way up to the
head of the valley, we had spotted
what seemed like a hare lying in its
form in a field which was particularly
deep in snow. We made a note of its
location and as nothing else was
flushed, when everyone rejoined us
at the top of the hill, Gary decided to
use his turn against the hare we had
marked down. He walked around the
hare and got in a position above it so
that it would have to run down the full
length of the field, rather than a short
dash into the nearest hedge. The
hare was flushed and at one point we
all thought the flight was over before
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it had begun, for Gary’s eagle hit the
ground and appeared to somewhat
stumble, but it soon regained itself
and followed the hare down the field.
The flight was then obscured from
my vision but a shout soon went up
from a delighted Gary, whose eagle
had just made its second only, hare
kill. Gary then became the butt of the
usual jokes that accompany eagle
falconers, such as, “Oh, was that the

hare we saw earlier with three legs?”
or “Was that the one on crutches?”
etc. Gary took it all on the chin with
good humour and to be truthful, ev-
eryone was delighted for him. His
bird had flown well throughout the
meet and had been amply rewarded.
| was only sorry that other eagles
had failed to connect, for all had
flown well and provided some stun-
ning episodes.

Many hares that had been flushed
were observed to head in the direc-
tion of the first field that we had driv-
en, so | suggested that as it was be-
ginning to get rather late and
darkness would soon be upon us,
that we try the field again. It was my
turn to fly and the beaters walked a
line beneath the dreaded pylons. It
had been decided at the outset that
only hares running away from the py-
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David Fox Jnr and Snr with Star, Eakring, Nov 2010 © Lee Webb

lons would be afforded a slip, and so
was the case. A hare ran across my
front at over a hundred yards distant
and downhill, so | removed Star’s
hood and he was off the fist in a
flash. | never throw my eagles off the
glove but rather let hem go in their
own time, this way, | know they have
seen the intended target and are not
cast of willy-nilly at something they
may, or may not have seen for them-
selves. Star was rapidly on the offen-
sive and soon caught up with the
hare, putting in a dramatic stoop,
which the hare characteristically
neatly side stepped. Star threw up
high into the sky flipped over and
came down in a thunderous pear
shaped stoop, which again was
avoided by the hare, as was a third
stoop from Star and the hare made it
to cover in a stretch of woodland.
Star meanwhile took stand in a tree
and | began to call him back, but he
was concentrating on something in
the distance. He took off and flew out
of sight behind the hill upon which |
was standing, so | lowered my gar-
nished fist and wandered in the di-
rection he had taken. As | rounded
the crest of the hill, | saw Star on the
ground, plucking something, and just
above him was circling what | at first
20

glance thought was a Short Eared
Owl, for it was circling in a similar
fashion to the owl, but | soon realised
it was a Buzzard. The Buzzard had
been feeding on a dead hare and
Star had driven the smaller hawk
away and had taken possession of
the hare. Not knowing what had killed
the hare, or what it had died from, |
lost no time in making in to Star and
took him up from the corpse as rap-
idly as possible. He had barely bro-
ken into it and as | gave him a small
reward on the fist, | covered the body
of the hare with snow. Its eyes had
been pecked out at some stage and
those empty sockets stared at me,
as if its demise had been of my do-
ing!

| began to make my way back up the
hill towards the hawking party, which
were well out of sight on the other
side, when | saw Glyn Thompson’s
Golden Eagle soar out over the hill
top just above me What a magnifi-
cent sight against the orange and
blue sky. A second or so later, a hare
came bounding over the hill and al-
most ran into me as | was struggling
up the snow bound hillside. Glyn’s
eagle put in a tremendous stoop,
which the hare nimbly side stepped
in a manner of which only hares are

capable. The eagle threw up in a like
manner to Star and Pete Sibson’s
eagle earlier, rolled over in mid-air
and put in two more stoops before
the hare made it to cover. What a fan-
tastic days hawking this had been.
The low kill ratio was utterly mean-
ingless to us all, for we witnessed
Golden Eagles flying so dramatically
and at such relatively close range
which few, even in the world of fal-
conry, are ever party to. These huge
and powerful birds are so majestic
and dynamic that they can hardly be
anything but awesome to watch and
these last two days had certainly
been awesome.

As the sun began to dip towards the
western horizon, the sky took on a
beautiful bright orange glow, which
Peter took full advantage of, using
these wonderful light conditions to
create stunning silhouettes of eagles
and eagle falconers against the
backdrop of the now bluing fields of
snow. The meet had been a great
success and all eagles were safely in
their respective travel boxes ready
for the journey home. We all said our
goodbyes and began to wend our
weary way out of the fields to hope-
fully meet up again at some future
eagle meet. | cannot wait.



Falconry and Hawking with

Harriers in New Zealand

Background

The 1920’s marked the earliest re-
cord for falconry practiced in New
Zealand. Since that time, there are
early recollections and photographs
of falconry during the 1960’s from
Geordie Bennett, in the book written
by his brother ‘A Geordie Down Un-
der’.

There are records of two falconers
flying birds in the MacKenzie country
in the early 1970’s, along with Gerry
Andrews who practiced falconry in
the hills behind Palmerston North in
the lower North Island of New Zea-
land.

UK falconer and raptor biologist Nick
Fox, founded the Raptor Association
of New Zealand (RANZ) in 1977
while in New Zealand completing a
PhD study of the biology of the New
Zealand falcon. The aim of the as-
sociation was to encompass every-
one’s interest whether it research,
rehabilitation or falconry.

At this time the common Australasian
harrier (Circus approximans), was a

non - protected species and was
used in falconry. Indeed, the inaugu-
ral meeting of RANZ was falconry in
the Waihopai Valley in Marlborough,
in the upper South Island of New
Zealand. Several members had har-
riers, and Nick Fox took quarry with
falcons he had trained for his studies
investigating their hunting behaviour.

As RANZ evolved, a permitting sys-
tem was put in place for those want-
ing to fly birds, including a written
and practical test. Several keen fal-
coners emerged at this time, and
during the 1980’s members held an-
nual mini field meets, successfully
hawking rabbits flushed by ferrets
and dogs as well as others enjoying
falconry on their own.

In 1985 the Australasian harrier be-
came partially protected which
meant they could be killed by land-
owners if causing damage to stock,
eg killing poultry. During this time, a
few keen individuals still continued to
fly them.

A raptor facility at the Mt Bruce Na-

Noel Hyde

tional Wildlife Centre in the Wairara-
pa was disestablished in the early
1990’s, and as a result, injured and
orphaned falcons became available
during the course of rehabilitation.

Training and flying these birds quick-
ly built up a larger resource of fal-
conry experience and expertise.
While getting birds fit for release
these falconers enjoyed great suc-
cess; taking a variety of quarry with
New Zealand falcons including puke-
ko (or purple swamphen) , mallard
duck, spur-wing plover, Australian
magpie, rabbit, pheasant, and a sun-
dry of other species, even a ferret.

The experience gained during this
period allowed a much deeper un-
derstanding of the behaviour and
hunting capabilities of these remark-
ably bold little falcons that box well
above their weight, and will be the
subject of another article.

In 1992 Debbie Stewart, New Zea-
land’s only woman falconer, founded
the Wingspan Birds of Prey Trust,
dedicated to the research, captive
management and public awareness
of New Zealand’s birds of prey, (refer
WWw.wingspan.co.nz).

Wingspan is New Zealand’s premier
bird of prey centre, where visitors
see all of New Zealand’s raptors at
one facility, watch daily flying dis-
plays, and enjoy a close interactive
experience with the birds. The centre
has a small museum showcasing fal-
conry around the world, including the
biology and conservation of birds of
prey.
Wingspan also houses the archives
of NZ falconry. The five board mem-
bers include three falconers, two
PhD scientists, and all have pub-
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lished and co- authored scientific pa-
pers on NZ raptors. Wingspan re-
mains a corresponding member of
the International Association of Fal-
conry, and works with overseas rap-
tor specialists. On a national level
Wingspan works very closely with
RANZ, the Department of Conser-
vation (DOC), including university
researchers, vets etc, in all areas
pertaining to raptors in New Zealand.

Today the Australasian harrier is still
partially protected, but since July
2010, the need for all persons to ob-
tain a permit to control problem birds
has been removed. The New Zea-
land Department of Conservation
culls harriers to protect endangered
species programmes where harrier
predation is a problem.

Because the public, including land-
owners, farmers, game farmers and
Department of Conservation, can
now kill hawks without a permit,
Wingspan and the falconry commu-
nity believed this policy discriminated
against other user- groups like fal-
coners, who would like to train
healthy live harriers and fly them.

After submissions by Wingspan, and
the Falcons For Grapes Project run
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by Dr Nick Fox, we have after 30years
been successful in having recre-
ational falconry with harriers, recog-
nized and accepted as a legitimate
field sport.

We are very proud that in August
2010, the same year UNESCO rati-
fied falconry as an intangible cultural
heritage, the first permits for legal
falconry in New Zealand using harri-
ers were issued.

Wingspan is now assisting the De-
partment of Conservation with draft-
ing of national falconry guidelines,
and the New Zealand Falconers As-
sociation is soon to be launched.

The Harrier as a
gamehawk

New Zealand has only two species
of diurnal raptors, the endemic, ab-
solutely protected, threatened New
Zealand falcon, Falco novaesee-
landiae, and the native, common,
Australasian harrier, Circus approxi-
mans. Sometimes called swamp har-
rier, or Kahu by Maori.

This harrier is the largest of the
world’s 16 species; trained haggard
males fly around 580gs, imprint
males fly around 640gms and hag-

gard females fly around 680-700gms.

In the wild, these hawks prey on a
variety of quarry and are opportunis-
tic feeders. They take mammals up
to size of hare and rabbit, birds up to
and including pheasant, domestic
fowl and ducks. They also take eggs,
large insects, frogs, fish and reptiles.

In New Zealand they often take car-
rion but apparently less so in Austra-
lia. Indeed, many New Zealanders
still think harriers are strictly carrion
eaters because they are commonly
seen feeding on roadkill. Like all har-
riers, when they hunt, they typically
search for prey by slow quartering.

Unlike New Zealand falcons, which
are a bold and fearless bird, Austral-
asian harriers are a more shy and
nervous species, (probably due to
years of continuous persecution).
Haggards especially, can require a
good deal of manning to settle them.

In the past, falconers flying harriers
have taken a variety of quarry, par-
ticularly rabbits, rats, passerines, the
odd pukeko and nearly a half grown
hare. They are flown both from the
glove, as well as from the air. Their
light wing loading enabling them to
easily wait on, circling tightly over-
head while attempts are made to
flush quarry beneath them.

On the wing, they can appear quite
slow, but these birds can show some
impressive speed when necessary,
and they are spectacularly maneu-
verable. I've never forgotten my
amazement seeing one of my first
harriers, a haggard female, pumping
hard a meter behind a rabbit, over
quite some distance, twisting and
turning at full speed reminiscent of a
goshawk.

My early successes in the field were
limited to the occasional rabbit or
passerine, but when the bird was
successful the rewards were incredi-
bly sweet and well earned.

Most of my experience has been fly-



ing haggards, my present female
harrier named Fran, after Dr Francis
Hammerstrom. | was fortunate
enough to stay with the Hammer-
strom’s on three trips to the United
States in the mid 1980’s and 1990’s.
She, as we all know, loved harriers
and we talked at length about their
potential as a falconry bird. She was
very encouraging, telling me excit-
edly about American falconer Alan
Beske, catching a green winged teal
in fair flight with a northern harrier.

Fran would be proud of her name-
sake. Her first duck was taken one
day quite unexpectedly while out fly-
ing her over the Wingspan farm. |
was enjoying watching her, when all
of a sudden she went into a dive at a
flock of greenfinches which quickly
rose in front of her and hastily sought
cover in the trees. She pulled up at
about 20m, then just as suddenly did
a wingover, and dived vertically down
grabbing a hen mallard that was
standing with a drake unseen by me
in the shadow next to a cattle trough.
The drake jumped and flapped at
Fran, but she wasn't about to let go
of her prize and | managed to hastily
get a couple of photos as | made in.

| have since flown Fran from the fist
at mallard ducks that frequent a
stream in front of our house. We ap-
proached within 25-30m of the ducks
with her raised above my head, |
would let her see them and she’d be
off in a flash. Sometimes taking them
before they got airborne and some-
times on the rise. If she missed she'd
give chase, but would quickly be left
behind. | am impressed with the way
she is totally committed; she’ll throw
herself into the stream wholeheart-
edly, one time taking a duck in deep
water and floating down stream on it.
It was well dead by the time | got to
her, and she was soaked up to her
shoulders. Fran has taken several
ducks in this manner, the flights are
short but always very exciting.

Although mallard ducks can be taken
by harriers, the Pukeko (Porphyrio
melanotus), is potentially the ideal
quarry for hawking in New Zea;and
They are very widespread, common,
often a pest, and classified as a
game-bird species able to be hunted
in the duck- shooting season.

An attractive bird, they are a large rail
with a bright red beak and frontal
plate, black head, back, wings and
tail, indigo neck, breast and belly,
and bright white undertail coverts,
with long red legs and long toes.

Pukekos average 800-1000gms in
weight and have proven to be a chal-
lenging quarry. They have a strong,
stout beak and are not afraid to use
it, they often live in large groups and
will not hesitate to rush in and help
one of their number when attacked
by a harrier. Flights need to be cho-
sen carefully, and the falconer has to
be fit to get in quickly to assist the
hawk.

A falconer who has had excellent
success taking Pukekos with a harri-
eris Andrew Thomas. He flew a male
eyass, this bird came to him at 2
weeks of age and was being trained
and assessed for release back into
the wild.

As soon as it was hard penned, train-
ing began in the traditional manner.
From the beginning, the harrier
showed a feisty disposition, being
very free with his beak and feet; both
on Andrew, and the lure. In turn the
hawk showed good aggression on
quarry, chasing and catching the first
Pukeko he saw, something he contin-
ued to do very well prior to his even-
tual release.

This young male harrier was flown
mainly from the glove with some
waiting on, but was also very suc-
cessful when slipped from the car
window. Although often beaten up by
other pukeko coming to assist their
stricken comrade, this harrier per-

sisted in catching Pukeko on almost
every outing, including several dou-
ble kills.

Another falconer flying an imprint
harrier, caught twenty five pukeko in
six weeks as well as enjoying excit-
ing flights at both pheasant, rabbit
and hare.

Summary

Falconry has been practiced in New
Zealand for nearly a century, but af-
ter the 30 years since becoming par-
tially protected, legal falconry in New
Zealand with Australasian harriers
has emerged, with the first permits
issued.

However until comprehensive falcon-
ry guidelines and policy is finalised
and firmly in place, the Department
of Conservation is temporarily with-
holding all permit applications. Once
this has happened, hopefully by De-
cember 2011 we expect more per-
mits to be granted.

Wingspan Birds of Prey Trust con-
tinually advocates the sport of fal-
conry. Working closely with Depart-
ment of Conservation on these
issues, as well as a draft written and
practical examination for falconers to
ensure high levels of competency.
By extension, the New Zealand Fal-
coners Association is to be devel-
oped, and in due course will be seek-
ing legal access to game-bird
species, currently available to bird
hunters during the duck shooting
season.

In New Zealand, the Australasian
harrier offers the only choice for legal
recreational falconry. These birds
are proving themselves a capable
game-hawk, offering good sport as
well as unique challenges; an inter-
esting and totally new species to the
world of falconry.
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Trapping my first hawk

Hi Bob, | was one of the apprentice
falconers you gave your great “Hunt-
ing with Harris Hawks” book to at the
recent Texas Hawking Association
meet. | enjoyed reading the book and
found it very informative. So now for
my story.

| had been flying my sponsors Harris
Hawk and he wanted his hawk back,
and | don’t blame him as it was a
great hawk. My sponsor convinced
me that trapping a late passage
hawk would be a fun challenge, and
with the new regulations in Texas we
are able to trap year round. | had
tried to trap a hawk three weeks ear-
lier but had come up empty handed.

Yesterday my son and | headed out
trapping. We left our house around
eleven am for the five to six hour
drive to Harris Hawk country around
Hebbronville Texas. We got to the
trapping area at around four thirty
and immediately trapped an adult
male instead of the passage hawk
hanging back in the trees. We trekked
down the highway throwing the trap
out twice more only to catch adults.
With time slipping away we came
around a corner to see a Harris sit-
ting on a utility pole, but the sun was
in our eyes and we couldn't tell if it
was an adult or a passage hawk. We
decided to throw the trap out and just
roll the dice. We did a drive by on the
pole and threw the trap out and drove
off to a safe observation distance.
While we watched a second Harris
came up onto a nearby pole. Then a
third hawk came up and joined them,
the only problem was they weren't
looking toward the trap.

| made the decision to move the trap.
We drove up, grabbed the trap and
reset it where all the hawks could
see it. No sooner had we driven off
24 The World of Falconry
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when | saw one of the hawks go
down on the trap and get caught. |
turned the truck around and started
to move forward. Just then a second
hawk went for the trap and was
caught. | decided to wait a second
before driving up to the trap; | could
clearly see both hawks were caught.
Then a third hawk went down onto
the trap followed by a fourth. It ap-
peared they were trying to get the
trapped hawks up. | decided it was
time to move in. We drove up and
found an adult and a passage male
firmly caught on the trap. An adult
female was sitting on a fence post
about ten feet from the trap as we
drove up. She flew up onto a nearby
utility pole as we got out of the car.
We got down to the trap and quickly
released the adult hawk then re-

=

membered | had a camera with me
and took a few photos. Then we got
the passage hawk off of the trap,
had a quick feel of his keel and he
was fat almost no keel at all. We got
him wrapped up in a casting jacket
and set off on our six hour trek home.

Editors Note; As regular readers will
know | attended the Texas Hawking
Association annual meet this year
and as a thank you to the club took
ten copies of my Harris book and do-
nated them to apprentices. The
above story was e-mailed to me by
THA apprentice Jeff Price on the
12th march and subsequently he has
informed me the Harris, now called
Turbo, was 210zs when trapped and
ate properly on the fist and took piec-
es from the fingers some two nights
later.



Wrapped up and ready
to go hone

Turbo on the fist'Sevén hours after being trapped




Australian raptors

Some superb photos on Falcons employed by Paul Willcock of Adelaide, South Australia, in his bird control business

@g{ine

'_N_m_-_!_. ’J.‘FM'_‘JI”

-

[}
1]

Wild Macropus

Black Falcon, ‘ - T — %
Falco Subniger : Macropus Falcon

Black Falcon



The New Adventures of
The Old Ms. Elbert

“She didn’t carry, but she screamed
and became very aggressive. | re-
leased her without continuing to hunt
because she was so unpleasant and
loud. I'm sure she would have con-
tinued to catch and maybe would
have gotten over her bad behavior in
time, but there didn't seem much
point, and my neighbors were com-
plaining.”

An email from Matthew Mullenix re-
ferring to his last red-shouldered
hawk...

When | submitted the article preced-
ing this one, | was downright tickled
with my red-shouldered hawk, who |
called Ms. Elbert, or MsE for short.
She had taken a dozen birds and
was well behaved. She was quiet, at
least by red-shouldered hawk stan-
dards. | anticipated a great season,
as | eagerly awaited the rabbits and
game birds to fill our fields and the
seasons to open.

Reality has a way of catching up.
There were plenty of adventures

Chuckgwith Ms. Elbert

ahead, but of a different sort than |
was anticipating. Ms. Elbert got into
trouble and became some trouble
herself. She began to scream, which
| learned much later was weight re-
lated. | was fooled because when
the screaming began, she had a full
crop from a bird that she had killed
and eaten. | never considered her
lean, just typical or maybe on the
plump side for a falconry bird. The
reader might recall that | acquired
her at around 600 grams, and worked
her weight down as | trained her. |
had her as low as 508 one day; a little
lower than | wanted, but she per-
formed well, catching a cotton rat.
Her screaming became awful. | of-
ten took her to the field with my wear-
ing ear plugs as | drove the vehicle.
Fortunately, when hunting she was
quiet, and when cropped up after a
hunt, she was quiet on the trip home.
One can hear a RSH a half mile
away. Having that “keer-keer-keer”in
the truck with you is bad. Strike one
against Ms. Elbert.

Chuck Redding

She continued to ride the T-pole well,
and caught scores of grasshoppers,
footing them in flight and often bring-
ing them back. Probably because of
a drought, we saw few birds and cot-
tontail rabbits, which was discourag-
ing. Occasionally she would put in a
great flight on a bird or chase a rab-
bit, but the grasshoppers were a dis-
traction. At some point she started
catching cotton rats, and did not
catch a bird for the rest of the sea-
son, which ended in early April.

Part of the problem with the MsE be-
gan as | integrated Cisco, the red-
tailed hawk, into the hunts at the end
of his molt. This was early Novem-
ber. Cisco was successful immedi-
ately, with his first kill of the season
being an adult swamp rabbit in Oak
Forest, north of downtown Houston.
In autumn, in addition to my weekend
hunts, | take half-day vacations from
work, typically twice a week, so that |
can take the hawks out. Last fall |
always gave the red-shoulder prefer-
ence, giving her first crack at the
field; early in the season she got con-
siderably more hunting time than
Cisco. Her focus seemed to drift es-
pecially when the cold weather di-
minished the numbers of grasshop-
pers, but there was little game in the
field. We were not catching much. |
was always hoping for a slip on a
smallish cottontail, and avoided the
swamp rabbit fields unless | was
hunting with only the red-tail. | did
not want the first cottontail that the
red-shoulder grabbed to be a 4 '/,
pound “cane cutter,” which might put
her off rabbits for good. On a typical
morning | would hunt with MsE first,
put her back in the car and then take
Cisco out. Occasionally, in the very
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same field, minutes after putting the
red-shoulder in the truck, Cisco
would catch a small cottontail, per-
fect for the red-shoulder. That was
frustrating. This was a very low sea-
son for rabbits, by the way. The red-
tail only caught ten, and this includes
the trips to Fort Worth and Dodge
City, where he caught three or four.
As the season progressed, the red-
shoulder lost her focus, would sit in
trees, wouldn't follow-on very well,
but steadily caught cotton rats. On
almost every outing, she would put in
at least one really good flight on a
bird or the occasional cottontail,
which would encourage me. In
Dodge City at the NAFA meet, she
put in some fantastic cottontail
flights, and grabbed a cock pheas-
ant. Nothing in the bag, though.
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During the season, | moved her
weight up and down across a fairly
wide range, from around 515 grams
to 565. Because she had aspergillo-
sis while she was starving last sum-
mer | was very careful not to push
her weight down too far. | could not
see any detectable change in her be-
havior, and no “hot spot,” across her
weight range. Her screaming was
bad.

One evening in November | took her
to a nearby field. She rode the pole
well and suddenly attacked and
bound to what | momemtarily thought
was a rabbit. | was excited. Unfortu-
nately, it was a skunk. The hawk had
murder in her eye for about five sec-
onds, then she bailed out and flew
back the T pole with a yellow blotch

on her breast. She was gagging and
puked up her crop, her nictitating
membranes fluttering. The odor was
so strong that | truly couldn’t smell it
but could hardly breathe. | had to
walk a half mile through heavy brush
to the truck with a sick hawk and my
own gagging. | raced to the drug
store for some peroxide, baking
soda, and detergent, the modern
remedy. Atthe time | was taking care
of Mike Wiegel's Barbary tiercel, so |
treated her at his house, which
picked up the odor just from having
the hawk perched in his living room
for about ten minutes. | drenched
and rinsed the hawk repeatedly, and
the smell, which remains on the
hawk to this day, was greatly dimin-
ished. She now is blond on one
wing, apparently the result of inade-
quate rinsing. Next time I'll use to-
mato juice. She smelled skunky for a
while, but was fine.

On a cool and sunny Tuesday morn-
ing, also in November, | had her out

Hunting from a T perch




in Katy TX. Not typical, | flew the RT
first and he caught a cotton rat. |
then took the red-shoulder out. Rid-
ing the pole as | walked the ditch, she
landed on the ground not far away. |
walked up and saw her shaking; she
had an odd posture and she was
strutting on the ground. She turned
suddenly and grabbed a small water
moccasin by the head, which she
killed and ate. | called her to the T
pole, and knew something wasn't
right when she immediately lifted her
foot; obviously she had been bitten. |
set her on the ground and called her
again, this time giving her a small
crop of rabbit. But she was getting ill.
In her hawk box, | could hear her
bumping against the side, as | made
turns with the truck. At the house, |
called Charli Rohack (my rehabber
friend and apprentice) and told her
what had happened. The hawk’s
feet were swollen. At this point | still
was not overly concerned, because
of some misadventures Rob Evans
had with his female red-tail and three
water moccasins the season before.
| told Charli | would go to work, but
would keep an eye on Ms. Elbert with
my Internet camera, and if she
looked worse, | would rush home and
take her to emergency vet. Just as |
was leaving, Elbert closed her eyes.
That was not a good indication. |
called Charli back and she told me
that a young veterinarian friend of
hers was at the wildlife rehab center
off Katy Road, but would be return-
ing to Texas A&M veterinary school
that afternoon. | took the hawk and
gave her to the woman. The report
that evening from Charli was that the
hawk was passing blood and was
quite ill and weak. However, she re-
covered quickly over the next few
days. Charli told me that Ms. Elbert
was acting very depressed, and
“dull.” 1 had some business in Dallas
on Thursday. When | was finished, |
called Charli and told her | would
come by to see the hawk on the way
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back to Houston. When | got to Bry-
an, where Charli lives, | put the hawk
on my fist. She perked up and
seemed quite content. Charli told
me that my coming down there made
all the difference in the hawk’s atti-
tude. Great...... a red-shouldered
hawk who loved me. Just what |
needed. The hawk required a few
more days of treatment. Saturday, |
picked her up on the way to the NAFA
meet in Dodge City, Kansas and she
was remarkably improved. As previ-
ously mentioned, | flew her one after-
noon at the NAFA meet where she
impressed everyone with her flights
on cottontails and the pheasant.
She looked good.

MsE had a few more misadventures.
One was in Uvalde, TX, where she
flew a block from the location where
we were hunting starlings, to fly
around in the traffic on Highway 90A.
That was a very tense moment for
me, but she was oblivious.

Possibly the most dangerous mo-
ment for Ms. Elbert occurred when |
had her tethered in the back yard
one sunny day at my friend Stepha-
nie’s house. Elbert and Cisco were
perched close together; Stephanie

and | had been doing chores around
the house, generally keeping an eye
on the hawks. Steph was on her
back porch and | walked out to join
her. Suddenly Cisco looked into the
trees, and started the classic RT
scream. Steph said, “What's up with
Cisco?” | replied, “Maybe he sees
another red-tail.” Shooting across
the yard through the trees was a ju-
venile red-tail heading straight at the
red-shouldered hawk. | yelled,
waved my arms and ran at MsE’s
perch. The RT broke off the attack
and flew off. By the way, Stephanie
is convinced it was an owl. That
would have been the end of this RS
hawk, had not Cisco screamed, and
we had been right there. Since then
| have never left her unattended while
weathering in the open air.

[ took her hunting in December quite
a bit, usually driving to the field with
some ear plugs. When | got her to
the field she would ride the T-pole
and occasionally catch a cotton rat.
But she was not fun. She would fre-
quently attack plants and break up
the rhythm of the hunt standing on
the ground. Her bad behaviour ap-
peared exaggerated because my

other hawk was always so consistent
and focused. Because of my mew
facilities, | have no free-lofting capa-
bility, she seemed to be miserable
tethered indoors, and her screaming
precluded her being outside much.
In early January, | called Charli, who
was happy to take MsE back. Then
in mid-month | took her to the Texas
Hawking Association meet. Elbert
caught a cotton rat in Fort Worth
(Cisco once again caught a small
rabbit), and | returned her to Charli
on the way back to Houston.

For some reason | took possession
of the red-shoulder again in late Jan-
uary - Charli brought her to Houston.
Charli remarked, “She’s a little
heavy.” Heavy indeed. When | put
her on the scale, it read 695 grams.
She was hog fat. Amazingly though,
her fist response was excellent so |
took her hunting. Her screaming was
gone! While | was looking for cotton-
tails for her, she chased sparrows
with great determination. A few days
later on a freezing cold February
morning, she caught a cotton rat on
the same day the Cisco caught his
first squirrel of the season. The next
day at the THA Associate’s Mini-




Meet in Houston, she caught another
cotton rat, again showing great style
in the field. Cotton rats were the main
game species this season. Among
my red-tail, Lynne Holder's Harris’
hawk, and MsE, the hawks caught
around 90 cotton rats. If it weren't for
cotton rats, it would have been a sor-
ry season for us. Certainly not the
game of choice, but rat hawking is
fun when there are few rabbits or
game birds around.

| continued to hunt with MsE, but be-
cause of the scarce amount of game
flushed, she began to self-hunt more
and more. She would leave the T
pole to sit in a tree and was very hard
to move. It became frustrating again,
so | returned her to Charli for the
molt. Again Elbert was miserable up
in Bryan, acting depressed and ner-
vous so she’s back here with me in
Houston, maybe for good. Originally
| thought | would tame-hack her over
the summer, so she wouldn't have to
be tethered all the time. | decided
against the tame-hack, as she seems
to like hanging out in the yard, and
now doesnt mind being tethered.
Because she no longer screams, |
dont have to keep her inside. A
smarter, less sentimental guy proba-
bly would release the bird, but | have
grown attached to her.

She finished the season with a dozen
birds, ten cotton rats, three mice, two
snakes, including the one that nearly

killed her, a frog the size of a nickel,
and a small lizard. And of course, an
uncountable number of grasshop-
pers and insects. This season the
red-shouldered hawk caught more
birds than the RT and my erstwhile
HH combined.

My conclusion about this red-shoul-
dered hawk is that I'm glad | am hav-
ing had the experience. Would | rec-
ommend a red-shoulder? Probably
not if one can find a Harris Hawk or
good Red Tail. Nevertheless, when
Ms. Elbert is “on,” she is terrific. Her
footing is excellent; she can fly almost
straight up, and has good maneuver-
ability and acceleration. She is the
only hawk | have ever seen fly from a
tree down to the fist, carrying a live
bird. She was unafraid to try to catch
a big cock pheasant in Dodge City.
Like my erstwhile tiercel Harris” hawk,
she can fly out of high brush where
the higher wing-loaded red-tail has to
hike out. Now that she does not
scream, as a companion hawk, she is
first rate. Unlike the hawk described
by Matthew Mullenix, she is not un-
pleasant at all. Quite the contrary.
She’s very entertaining and person-
able. She is bonded to me, and hap-
py to sit in my company or on my fist.
Maybe next season there will be more
game in the fields for her to catch and
stay motivated. | would really like to
figure out what her flying weight is.

Determining a flying weight is difficult
when a hawk catches game at 508
grams, and catches the very same
quarry at 700, and has little discern-
ible difference in her general re-
sponse except that it appears that the
fatter she flies, the better she is. I'll
probably take her out this summer to
try to ambush starlings, since she is
currently molting at three ounces less
than her highest flying weight. Go fig-
ure.

One last point. | mounted a tail plec-
trum on this hawk with two parachute
cord loops under the wings to make a
backpack. | got the idea from Kevin
Johnson, who makes his own trans-
mitter harnesses out of cord. The
cord goes under the wings very
loosely, rather than across the chest,
so a hawk’s weight increase does not
make the harness tighten. The red-
shouldered hawk has worn it for
months now. If you are interested,
get in touch with me. See the picture.
The plectrum and transmitter are
pulled out for visibility.

Anyone interested in seeing some
video clips of Ms. Elbert should go to
my YouTube account: chuckr1951.
Probably the best is titled: Trained
Red-Shouldered Hawk Hunting. This
was the day she took two birds, in-
cluding a Sora Rail.

All pictures except that of the plec-
trum are by Bob Dalton.




Barga, the Egyptian Kestral

“Barga”, Arabic for thunderbolt. An imprinted wild taken eyass European Kestrel flown by one of our readers Gasser
Mohy EI Dine who lives in Cairo, Egypt. “Barga” has a flying weight of approximately 700 grams.
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British Falconry and Raptor Fair
Report

r David F’x with Star the Golden Eagle, Roger Upton 3
s:dent of'The British Falconers Club and Bob Dalton

Welcome back old friend. The Fal-
coners Fair was back with a bang
this year and the combination of
some decent weather and a new and
exceptionally good venue helped
make the event a resounding suc-
cess. | don't think anyone would ar-
gue that in recent years the Fair has
lost a little of its sparkle and appeal
and needed a shot in the arm to sur-
vive. Chetwynd Park may well have
been a nice setting but it was awk-
ward for many to get to and certainly
was not a pleasant venue to fly
hawks and falcons at. The move to
Ragley Hall was an inspired one and
once again the backdrop for the Fair
was a suitably impressive one. The
venue itself was nice and central
with good nearby motorway access
and the local area itself is rich in eat-
ing places, hotels and B & B's.

Opening the proceedings this year
was Dr. David Fox who has done so
much over the past four decades for
falconry in general and Eagle falcon-
ry in particular. Arena events had
been re-vamped and the flying dem-
onstrations were a mixture of familiar
faces old and new. Falconer's Fair
34

stalwarts such as the South East
Falconry Group and Jemima Parry-
Jones gave their normal high quality
and extremely informative displays.
The first flying display of the day was
given by members of staff from Ea-
gle Heights in Kent and they certainly
impressed with a well drilled and
highly polished display featuring
some unusual raptors not normally
seen in the arena. They proved to be
very popular with the crowds and it is
hoped that they will be back next
year.

Perlin stooping to lure

As well as some top quality flying dis-
plays in the main arena there were
also some excellent displays by
working dog trainer Graham Wat-
kins. Having a great many years ex-
perience training working dogs for
both shooting and falconry Graham’s
displays are always extremely inter-
esting and to the point. No Country
Fair would be complete without the
very traditional Parade of Hounds
and this was executed in exemplary
fashion as always by Michael Sagar.
As well as the dramatic displays in
the main arena there was also a con-
stant stream of activity in the mini
arena with subjects such as basic
training for a hawk or falcon, use of
ferrets and working dogs when
hawking. Dale Johnson and his team
from the Yorkshire Hawking Club en-
sured that things in this area ran
smoothly and according to plan.

This year the event featured two
weathering grounds, instead of the
normal one, and both were extremely
well attended with a large and varied
selection of hawks and falcons on
one and an amazing display of ea-
gles on the other. Many thanks to all
those who worked so hard to ensure
that such an excellent selection of
trained raptors were on display and
also looked after so adequately for
the weekend.

Life at the stand of the principal
sponsor, Kiezebrink UK Ltd, was
somewhat hectic with Jemima Parry-
Jones and Bob Dalton giving two dis-
plays of coping and imping each day.
These demonstrations drew good
numbers of spectators and proved to
be highly popular. No doubt this event
will be expanded upon next year.

It was very good to see a significant
increase in the number of wildlife



and raptor artists that attended and
all seemed more than happy with the
event and the sales they had
achieved. It was particularly good to
see Chris Christoforu back at the
Fair and running a large marquee
filled with the work of a selection of
artists from both home and abroad.
Gathering new talent has always

been a forte that Chris has excelled
at and he has been missed from the
last couple of Fairs that he was un-
able to attend.

Trade stands, both falconry related
and general country sports, were
present in increased numbers this
year and all seemed to report that
they had had a good fair and were

pleased with both the venue and the
re-vamped organisation of the event.
All of which was no doubt helped by
the glorious weather that accompa-
nied the whole weekend. Let's hope
that next year’s event continues with
the large improvement seen this year
and that the weather, once again, is
kind to us all.

UK Falconry & Hawking Event

An exciting new falconry event has
been planned by the UK Falconry
Club and Jemima Parry-Jones OBE
and is being held in the grounds of
the International Birds of Prey Cen-
tre, in Newent, Gloucestershire this
September.

Based at the spiritual home of UK
falconry and organised by falconers
for falconers, ‘The UK Falconry &
Hawking Event’ (sponsored by Kie-
zebrink), aims to be an annual grass
roots meeting for all UK clubs, breed-
ers, manufacturers and falconers.
‘The Event’ will deliver an intimate,
low key and unifying celebration of
the diverse range of hawking occur-
ring in the UK today.

‘The Event’ is not about commercial
enterprise or profit, but about safe-
guarding all of our collective futures.

It will hopefully provide a place that
serious falconers and their families
can attend, put factions aside and
share and build bridges for the great-
er good.

As such, the single most important
aspect of ‘The Event’ will be the par-
ticipation of UK and overseas club
members. The members of any club
are the backbone of successful fal-
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conry; as such each club will be giv-
en pride of place in the special UK
Club Marquee which is sponsored by
Marshall Telemetry. The aim is to
encourage communication and dis-
cussion between members. The In-
ternational Club Marquee has been
kindly sponsored by Gamehawker
and there will be clubs from mainland
Europe and North America in atten-
dance.

There will be a comprehensive semi-
nar programme each day with talks
and discussions from leading ex-
perts discussing a wide ranging se-
ries of topics such as: Black Spar-
rowhawks in South Africa - Nigel
King, Artificial Insemination with
Goshawks - Lee Featherstone, Trap-
ping Falcons in North and Latin
America.- Craig Hendee, Trapping
and Hunting Accipiters in Pakistan -
Ben Crane, Training and Flying Ea-
gles - David Fox.

Along with talks from leading raptor
vet Neil Forbes, and talks from Lan-
tra, The Campaign for Falconry, The
Hawk Board and falconry equipment
makers with a practical demonstra-
tion from the Tommy Miles on fitting
back packs.

There will be ample opportunity be-
fore the start of the season to pick
up last minute bargains and much
needed pieces of furniture and
equipment. ‘The Event’has a variety
of the UK and Europe’s best and
most reliable falconry equipment and
food retailers.

In the main arena and throughout
each day there will be displays aimed
at the general public and which show
display falconry in an informative and
positive light. Stalwarts of the circuit
include Jemima Parry-Jones, Gary
Bidiss, Terry Large and Jonathan
Marshall. There will also be dog
handling and dog display work from
first class falconer, Mike Roberts of
Miliscer Gundogs.
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For those with a broader interest in
falconry related culture there will be
an Art Marquee celebrating the work
of Carl Bass, Erna Goudbeek, David
Rampling, Steve Greaves, Martin
Hayward Harris, Adam Crisford, Neil
Davies and many more besides. Oth-
er attractions include a hood making
competition, children’s entertain-
ment, food court and full access to
over 300 different species of raptor
inside the International Centre for
Birds of Prey.

We look forward to welcoming you to
your event, The Kiezebrink UK Fal-
conry and Hawking Event 2011.

Advance Tickets £10.00 Adults, Chil-
dren £6.00, Family Tickets £30.00 (2
Adults & 2 Children) are available
direct from the ICBP — TICKET HOT-
LINE Tel: 01531 821 581

Tickets on the day £12.00 Adults,
Children  £6.00, Family Tickets
£32.00

For further information please con-
tact the organisers office:

Jan Hart or Neil Davies at

The Kiezebrink UK Falconry &
Hawking Event, Rosslyn, Burgage,
Wellington, Somerset TA21 8NB.
Tel: +44 (0) 1823 666 176

Email: info@falconryhawking.co.uk
Web: www.falconryhawking.co.uk

KIEZEBRINK UK MAIN SPONSORS OF THE UK FALCONRY & HAWKING EVENT

THE UK

JOINT EFENT ORGANISERS
THE UK FALCONRY CLUB & THE INTERMATIONAL CENTRE FOR BIRDS OF PREY

FALCONRY,

The International Centre for Birds of Prey, Newent, Gloucestershire GL18 1]]
Saturday 3rd & Sunday 4th September 2011 - Gates Open: 9.00am - 5.30pm

An action packed weekend dedicated to the art of falconry

Advance tickets sales: 01531 821 581

Falconry Equipment Makers « Falconry Telemetry - Artist Marquee - UK Falconry Clubs + Raptor Food Supplier - Falconry Displays - Seminars
Gun Dog Displays » Ferrets - Hood Making Competition sponsored by American Hoods & Bells - Gamekeeping Suppliers « Gun Dealers - 4 x 45
Shooting Accessories « Angling Outlets « International Falconry Clubs Marquee sponsored by Gamehawker Ltd + The Campaign for Falconry
Hawkboard « KK Catering Food Court + Largest collection of Birds of Prey in the Country « Camping for Caravans and Tents
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Saints or Sinners, Heroes or
Villains continued

Tiercel

Another two edged sword that has
joined the falconers armoury is the
hybrid falcon. Although eagles and
hawks have also been hybridised
they are still in their relative infancy
when compared to falcons. It is often
quoted that falcons were only ever
originally hybridised due to the rele-
vant legislation in The United States
regarding the ownership of indige-
nous species of raptors at the time
when the Peregrine Falcon popula-
tion crashed there. By producing hy-

L . P j Sak (€]
brids it was possible to legally own bl i Ll L

and, more importantly to some, sell
the progeny. But | suspect this series
of events only served to act as a
catalyst and bring about hybridisa-
tion a little earlier than would have
happened anyway. Man has always
been a curious creature and surely
the production of hybrids was going
to happen sooner or later, the only
real question being was when this
would occur.

At first the crosses were straight for-
ward and usually took the form of
Prairie crossed with Peregrine Fal-
con. Supposedly the first known and
documented hybrid falcons were the
result just such a pairing produced in
the wild. This particular mix was
soon followed by Gyr x Peregrine,
Gyr x Prairie, Peregrine x Saker and
Gyr x Saker. The progeny from any
of the above pairings were going to
be big powerful falcons capable of
taking decent sized game. The size
and, in many cases were the Gyr
part of the pairing was a white Gyr,
the colouration of the falcons made
them highly desirable to the Arab
market. This lead to an absolute ex-
plosion in the numbers of breeders
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setting up projects, both in America
and in Europe to produce hybrid fal-
cons more or less purely for the Ara-
bian market. Certainly the vast ma-
jority of any females produced were
shipped to the Middle East and it was
the smaller males that were left for
sale on the relevant home markets.
Even though falconers in Europe
tended to be left with what was con-
sidered unsuitable for Arabia due to
lack of stature hybrid males were still
quite a bit larger than their pure bred
equivalents. For example a male Gyr
x Peregrine flew at some four to five
ounces heavier than a normal
straight male Peregrine.

What was surprising, at least to the
author of this article, was the way
that different hybrid combinations
went through almost a period of be-
ing the latest must have falconry
fashion accessory. It was quite liter-
ally a case of one particular type of
hybrid would appear to be fashion-
able and was without doubt the only
falcon worth the trouble of training
and flying. Then two or three years
later this would be surpassed by an-
other particular combination and that
became the must have falcon of that
period with all other hybrid combina-
tions being considered old hat. Clas-
sic examples of this fashion type
thinking would be Gyr x Prairies.
These were big powerful falcons and
initially found favour throughout the
UK and Europe, due mainly to their
increased size over a straight pure
female Prairie Falcon. But Prairies
had never been an overly popular fal-
con in Europe due to their temper
and rather uncooperative attitude to-
wards the falconer in early training.
Subsequently when Gyr x Peregrines
became available the Prairie combi-
nation hybrid was more or less
dropped over night and their subse-
quent value dropped to less than half
of what it had been. How can that
possibly be, it is still the same falcon
it was.
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But to my mind the hybridisation of
falcons took leave of its senses when
combinations such as Gyr crossed
with American Kestrel began to ap-
pear. Some small falcon hybridisa-
tion had been carried out and of
these Peregrine x Merlins and Gyr x
Merlins had proved highly popular
with falconers. Although such hybrid
combinations are of no interest to
me personally, | can easily under-
stand why they might prove to be
popular in the hands of capable fal-
coners. But if someone could explain
the desirability to me of a Peregrine x
European Kestrel or even worse a
Gyr/Saker x Merlin then | would be
extremely grateful. It would seem
that now many crosses are being
produced simply to see what the
young will turn out like.

One thing that is without question is
that all hybrid falcons are endowed
with what is known as hybrid vigour.
They are definitely easier to get hunt-
ing, and please note | stress the word
easier as opposed to stating easy,
and consequently a great many fal-
coners that would probably not have
otherwise killed with a falcon are now
doing so. As no doubt will be clear

from the tone of the article | am not
enamoured with hybrids of any de-
scription and cannot see why they
are considered in any way remotely
superior to the pure bred equivalent.
Having flown pure Gyrs and Pere-
grines at quarry for many years |
cannot see that they lack perfor-
mance, tenacity or efficiency when
taken to the field in correct hunting
condition. | feel that as in the case of
the Harris Hawk with Austringers,
they hybrid falcon flatters to deceive
a great many Falconers that choose
to fly them.

After a degree of relative uncertain
dabbling hawks and buteos are now
being hybridised on a fairly regular
basis and there are several eagle
crosses currently being marketed
and flown. There is even a Harris
Hawk x Golden eagle being flown.
The fact that anybody would want
such a thing, let alone consider and
then set about producing one leaves
me speechless.

There are those that would argue
that producing hybrids is the way for-
ward and after all it has been done
for generations with cattle, dogs and
waterfowl. But | would argue that na-
ture has honed and developed a se-
ries of predators to occupy a particu-
lar niche and thereby be suited to
particular quarries. Falconry is sup-
posed to be the art of hunting wild
quarry in its natural environment with
a trained hawk of falcon. The as-
sumption being that the trained hawk
or falcon is one that is fairly matched
and is flying against a quarry it would
do in the wild. | am not a tub thump-
ing anti hybrid campaigner and wish
those that choose to fly them well.
However | have to say | am more
than happy to stick to pure bred fal-
cons and carry on with what | con-
sider to be falconry as a true sport,
which is a fair and even contest be-
tween a hawk or falcon and its natu-
ral prey.
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