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river | caughe my first
Zealand faloon. The bi
shore dives ar o stoat. and in defence
aguinst the half-hearced awack from
on, th stoat stood on s hind

the stoat

During iy childhood days in England
| developed an inwnse
tature, reading all the books | could
um the subject, particnlarly those
; the nzturalisephotowrpher,
Oliver Pike. Followh i e
of the use of hides to make close
abservation of birds, [ was cas
his methods. cven as a child

s by

nd a sparrowhawk nest with
< mctres up in an
wery basic hide
of sucking and
res from the
nest. Wien Toccupied de hide, | held
my bmm in fascination as of
ived ar the
bird and pr e
w tear aff picees of fesh, before very
wenly f .m-{h. ch chick From that
s felt a parti

raptors

rated o New Zeahind and
d a5 a4 velerimary surgson i
Warkworth for many years before
retivmg, 1 then spent much of my

, e Nord
ind South Ishands studying various
Birds. w o et Dr Nick
Fox who
extensive

My firse sighting of & Neto Z
witl a it to Decp Cove i Doy
o et as wiell s she road, so
ih <

s s

it rai,

atory North Island.
red
and Bird E‘mmhd

nmmh my exple

<chol ehilds
seen 2 New Zealin
were familiae with e comemon
Australasian. barrice whicl they
sec quart pen counteyside
Some had heard the Jl\u\:'M\m.wnL
at might and others had also seen the
birels at zoo parks, Some children had
read of the misnamed sparrowhaw
that  sometimes  raided  chicken
s o przeon lofts, ot realising
this was zctually the endemic New
an. With this
I concentrated an shiwinyg
Chilien e vt Al eees Benges
e harrier and the dynamic New
Zealand falcan, These  dif
in behaviour included their
s aned hunting tactics.
Debbic Ste

impressed with
il decdcaton 0 1he

v acquisio s
disused buildine, and plans wece
lop this framework mto

ity w
1;m when I first saw rIH\uT.Lb\ung
T could well wn we the tremendous
amount af work that would be
d, and also the fndrsing and

i ereate this facili.

pan promations, tclevision and

o already suceeeded
the imporznce of
nurturing our endemic, threaened
faleon. Schoolehildren  particularly
benetited from school visits and
talks. This helped to increase public
awareness in the New Zealand faleon
and ta armace sponsorship

overy of

dise Valley Rd
New Zealand

by Finpland in V930 T frad mariped

B th g of e

Wath the Wingspan ream of dedicarcd

Hyde added his support, having being
lured frons his posi

foremost bird taxidermists
And riom
0, having spent years
OF Hodicaud Eoltwork I toped
e on behaviour and
his doctorate, has also
carn with Gloria Seafford
fnd Ches Gy

l vm honoured 1o be associated with
gspan and all odiers involved, 'The
ngspan Trust has been canmsiued
from the beginning and worked non-
stop For s many yez

al wnwmduu_ of the
fcon to the puiblic and

warthy of these impressive birds

Geoff Moo




Abird in the hand - justone day old
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ised Dy chilling
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LU0 £Ct temperature
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embryo died within the shell a week
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successfully
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r progress w:
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the methodalouy to iimprove vay production, antificial fcubition, has
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part of the Wangspan programme. "Uhis masagenent extends to wefinig

d

g fechignes: Wingspn falcons have bred anssally
Bieeding progromsie tetnains

The female  chick was  named
“Millennium’ - Millie for shere, and
her growth and development was
A New Zeaknd first was
her daily de

st flights. Har
at just 18 grams. be digical

captere her
afiall asdult w
3 clays old. The im,
w0 be used a5 parc o an e
reference for captive
and, field rescareh cuides.
animaced version can also be viewed
on the Wingspan websitc at

GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT OF NZ FALCON ‘MILLENNIUM' 2006
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The chicks of birds of prey are known as ‘alericial’. At harch th e nnmobile and wally dependant, in contrast 1o
“precocial” chicks like pheasants or ducks that are able to stand, w ke and feed mdependently When New Zealand fuleon

chicks harch they have small feet and tiny wings, and are cov
a ook they start  distinguih shadows and movement. Ataround 10-13 days the white dosin 1 replaced by a second,

the Last o develop, and appr
wings and feathers are heavy, weighted down by the feather sheaths flled with blood.

vered w

o by 21 s

ill weighe the growing feathers

THE RED BARON

Thte 2002-2003 brecding season saw Wi

wale — named afier dhe
Jieky 2003, 1ow

Thery sow

et 2echent e

cloar Red had o back o stay arid had pde

The  2003-2004  ~cason
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After

the chicks were 1mmed

the properry. TI

Wi Bt

hearing the huny

©
protective
chasin

1 plov
aiespace. He cut s
figure around the Win,
he enthalled us
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showed a bit of attimde,
own bravada,

entirely confident of i
A god fint oyt

anather twa chicks for e

1
cing placed i the b

oping an 0
farcd venture too close m*n

cotoqir beaemds —
b getiremeed foiey mentles las

ted sty

produced

calling out to Red as he flew ahous
days later we
noticed Red eaking food that we'd lete
out for him up 1o the hackbox and
chicks through th

N
and whilgy
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chase zl and
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With dhe chicks now safely on the
more coordinated
I passig
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b
flying strang
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us and his agg

d 3l L\»\u‘ Iebbic w fly
w imprine female il

\u e
anather female filcon >||M|u.l\ atthe
Centre. T would have 1o choose my
ing times and places very carefully.
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further  afield sall
b We strted
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N
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hit By fal
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st
it s o Tomg priods. The sings are.
e lor of energy. n week six the images show her

r e take uprenidenor again.
il Sttt oty g i yir SN b, ittty ol et T 1t

th fluffy white down. Initially, cyesightis poor but after

and by Day 37 she could fly;

it site, Red o wnile, and Wik, o
e for oo, Redd sapeed eotin it

In Tt Augist we
1o see Red soliciting Orange an the
fence, and dhen see them sunding
very close togecher in the hackbox
Within cays we heard them giving
courtship chirrering calls in the large
gum trees thar border Wingspan, as
wellas dum aerial courtship displays
By carly b we started seving
them mating ar varions times arouncl
the property. We 2ho nonced 1
i

were. surprised

iy e pincs
bl ‘..\Jn.. Tackbox, o0
e and I checked
the arca for a nest, but there wis no
dive-bombing and no nest found

However on October 24, during
another search with fellow

bormbed and Lo et
twe egrs of the gronmd nest o o

1o make a decision whether fo remave
<he e and artificial ly mesbare them,

s 10

ve the chicks back for I:u
rally

chose o leave
narure take its
We

Unfornately  we
them with her and 1

d a hatch date of Nn.tmhr

estima
20th, bur by mid-November we save
Reel anid Orange off the nest together

wror
aest serape was completely destrayed,
and mo cegs present. We suspee
eround predarors like posstms, stoats
or ferrets,

Read anel Orange continued (o fequent
the e around Wingspan undl early
January 2005, Then o

Tooking aficr

pets
 very sadly
ander their
windows Red,
rden and secing

Miilen

the way was clear ahead. thought he
cotsld fly through the comer of their
howse = a visual illusion chat sadly
costs the lives of many native birds in
New Zealand. Orange stayed around

the tragedy, she was reported

5 by DOC as hiving
inco the wind
the AC Baths in Taupo.

Red \hmvri us vlnv l\'Z r1lum\ can

Tt was also though:
falcons became sexually
around 20 months

While we don’'tknow whether Red
Orange’s S wete fertile, with the
miating and laying of by O

it omly 9 morchs old, [
has made us all, review this aspeet of
New Zealind faleust biclosy.

mature at

Noel Hyde.

DIMOND WAS A GIRL:'S
BEST FRIENIDD
Al gfihe raptars field af she |

wgspann Coitte v ieir erea storics, deeir o
Dimont’, o female New Zealnd

natly manied 0 ackontedge

dretisanices, and fndividual persanalss

falcan fas v sio execpriont. She teas o

asststne by Dinonad brdustries, Rowr, woofing the new Wengspan avia

then hiter spansored by 13ilan Rajasingham of Spdmey, » 4ru.‘zmm
Sadly, Bimond died late Deceniber 2006, aged fasi pears
And { kaseur frer stnce she s an egg.

Ditnond was bred from a pair of New Zealand (afcons held w v\ i the aviarics,
Bewy” Sluan” —wha have shovn a good history of
while retiable at coureship, laying eags, and sharing inc
Fnown nisk mmediately following the hatch of
“disappea’, be found ¢

“Hiek suple e ol resmgining in she sorape
removed for the first week - the most viln
the pair for ‘natumal’ parcnt reari

3 l' f
bl time - and chen returaed o
and development

In

fate sp

withont ncid

12 0f 2002 thc pair were incubating three gz, The first haeched
cond egg had “pipped” and was due w hatch within the
full of ancipation. T approached the

vas wid
iuston: solitary

Fearing firrther loss, Tremoved the aced it inco an artificial incubator.
Ternperature was set at 370C and huumidiey set as hisch s possible for harching.
L conld hear the chick within the shell making clicking sonnd, 1would alk
the ey and, amuzingly \m\ouhimn backwards and forwards and would start
k! O 2002 che ty chick btehedd — ¢ 16 g

it

i et e

Becase we lac
Was 5t up on Tt pud it i ot ho
abs all hundle of white flff. The firse few days w i
Shtoretve/ si Teneched bt eviiy Tt i anid Hishe Frosde i 22boiod
and if she v h
s too warm she'd sprawl aursa
prepartd tiny morsels of food for her. T checked
and recorded even minor details

7
er intakes, and her ‘onttakes’,

By four days of was apparent something was wrong. While she would
feed readily, i by, and her mutes [droppings] nonal, each tme 1
handled her she would chiver i discomforr, and then in obvious paii, Ipoured
over baok refesences, and aterpted t source information on the intcenet. 1
found a small reference about rickets 4
while I had pr
calcivm with her daily feeds, she had Lchc‘Vua\mul’J
from sunhy

il additional
iolee radiarion

the ulu

The followin
by another
a marked recovery: The chitering -
remainiod cemcerned. The literanre suggested problerns with the developmert

anes, and in young growing animals it could resuke
deformities, Mare ofien thar nor, cuthanasia was considered the ethical option
Cyuadiey of life was eommpromised

While the “sunning’ seemed
muajor health issues. These inch

sement, we still had a week of
overheating, chilling, dysentery, and the




ihiliy Kire

Ssnurts” (a falconry term for having a cold). Sometimes
Moppy and unresponsive, her eyes closed with no reaction
o wstal stimuli nor me. T hovered over her some niore
and kept resetting the alarm for checks during dhe nights. T
ot sl e sEificant i gt byt sach bV o
Became casicr than dhe Jast, and by twa weeks old, - she
could thermo-regulae.

Her development was watched closcly, and while she
hid o furder effects from e rickers, her beak shows
an abvious deformity — 4 life long condition where the
o mmandible would extend pernnently sideways. The
AT Sk i ried Sar Sessa TP odis s
was taken ta Tan MacKenzie (Cental Ciey Vets, Rowrus),
and under anaesthetic her besk would be timmed and
filedl. This allowed her to feed normally and acsthetically
inrproved her appearance so that tae deformity was hardly
noticeable

Shie became incredibly playfil as the she got older, and full
of excitement she would “explore’ the ontdaors when ont
of her aviary each day, She wonld cock her head sideways
with quizzical imerest. and then she started 1o get mobile
— running awhwardly but heavily, and unbalinecd with
wi ving more like supports — 1 gress dhe avian version
of trainer wheels. I wrote in my notes thar ‘falcons have
flying drcams too'. and I remain amongst my peers as the
only one to admit that T liave heard a falcon fart!

She would ‘toot” and grals trec stumaps and clomps of grass
im mock areicks, then rke share fighes fll of reckless
abandon (regardless of wind direction), then ‘kek h;mllv.
full of awioude, On one occasion she few into a Girm
trotigh t hath, Lworried she might drown. By the ume
Teeached her in the paddock Twacched her use her wings
as paddles 1o reach the edge and climb out. Very wer,
wery heavy, and guite smelly - dripping aleac and water
boatman, She developed an intcrese m baching from thac
point, and would often fly © a spring fod stream at the
front of the Wingspan site. Maoss often she would by
the frimzes of the stream, other rimes she would be canghe
the eurrent g drife downstream using her wings as
paddles.

Dimend very quickly became a source
tors ol Wingspan cachday performing
providing close encaunters for pronps, potental spois
schoal groups, building eonuactors and unwirting fanily
and friends who came w visic us, During the two years
af the aviary being completed, she would willingly, and
walmly, sic an the et of outsrerched arms, and she
was the first 10 be Bowsed at the nesy Wingspan Centre.

Ontin the fields and the paddacks she'd sit on my shoulder
— while Twas often just & convenicnt ‘perch’ for het, she
would readily interact and scck ny company. Feryday we
ined mare confidence and experience on

Fiekds, bt the bird she most frequently
pand attenion to was ‘Sky’, u harrier lawk that had been
teleased from the property. They clearly detested each
ather, ofien fighting and wlon grappling on the wing. h
was on one of these occasions, \.(!lrp\.hnbhxr\hx rspace’
38 ooy e D00 Sttty R Sk ot
the property. It was a susmined chase, and when she

& Wingspan 2007

EALAND FALCONS & WIND FARMS

There iy 4 growing inmerest in wind
fm constiction for  clectricity
generation in New Zealind, Wined
turbines have the obvieis advintie
aver conventional fuels of
harnessingarencwableencrgyresonrce
without polluting the cnviranment
However. there i ofien considerable
public resistnce 1o the construction
of tmany wind firms. The main reason
for this is usually the visual fmpace
of these farms un the linclseape, bur
other issies concern the potential for
inpacts o native fora and Muna.

Crverseas. birds have been recorded
in some instanees to be mpacted by
frms. These fmpacts can be
broadly described as collisions with
turbiiies oetated seructures,
clectrocution wn assaciazed  power
lines and sub stations, disturbance of
breeding attempts and displacernent
of birds out of an area due w loss
of habirat o exclusion due o the
avoidance of  rurbines.  Owverseas,
Faptors in particular ave cited in several
sudies s being prone w collision
with wind turbines

Wind farm sites in New Zealand
mosely outside of urban areas in |
counrry, on marginal farmland and or
near native bush, These arcas are often
gble t New Zealand falcon. No

AR

New ZL.\‘JHL‘
Rescarch

Tingspar 2007

: conflicrs berwernged

T Bis fitwal year of PRE resanchy stischypting ihe falcons avithin Kaingaroa Forest,
and Wingspans neivest Tinstee on tie Board, Riclird Seton remmains commiitedd
1o fiehd researche wnd the study of New 2
s ke eatersds to consulfancy projeess o investivare e ranas tmpaces o

aland falcons.

Saloan populations in the witd, indding the pissibie dfecss of windfarm

develapment in New Zealand.

cagles that are more prane tacollision  In conclusion. the level of any
with turbing blade: impacts on New Zealand falcon will
b site specific and as such cach wind
aland  farm proposal shouid be assessed
oming  mdwidnally, There 15 o doube thar
“prey fixed’, where they become fixed i some cases there wall e e, it
on caiching their prey and fllow s any, impact on New Zealane falcon of
every movement as the prey tries 1o wind fanm canstruction. | lawever, in
evade caprure. In these cascs they  other arens where New Zealand falcon
even bren recorded flying i densities ate relatively high, there s
Houses while following  potential for ncgitve impaccs of wind
dlesperam ! Theretore, farm construction and turcher research
o was m.m.m within 4 wind  inro the impaces of wind trbines s
fiarm there is certamly potential for  evsential if we are to understand and
diem o unwiingly collid v avoidt porential conflices
tusbine blades. The powenaal for these
collisions o ocour could depend on
how much time individual fRlcons
spend within a wind Eirm. 1t nest sites
are located close to mrbines the tme
spenie nmting within a wind farm
could be considerable and additional
potential for conflict may also cxise
with fuveniles learning o My Juveniles
are potentially mere Tikely o collide
with turbine blades due 10 their
relarive naivety and lack of flying skills.
Without proper rescarch however, it
is diffieult to assess the level ofany of
these potencial contlices,

On the other hand, New Z
faleons are well known for b

Richaril 5

ot

Pre andd pest constiinction monitoring
i be engfuraged ar porentially
€ wind L sites w assess
nificanc any conflicts may J
urendy, post  constretion /
ritoring is mostly iadequate with
mintenance workgrs simply picking
ap vireasses i they encounter them
\llmll;' thelf work. This s hight
It turm up wmany carc
bigh letelseal b

bired st
due

Scs, SUTRUR
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Dilars Rajosinghan

remmed 1o the glove, she was byped by the effort - her
hackles up and looking very aggressive. Sull cacited, er
amention diverred to 3 ncighbouring paddock, and she
cd from the plove, flying low towards the B comner
m. As |apprasche, she was wired - she mantled
aggaressively, shie fuoted my boots, the glove, and finally &
rabbit. Her first successfal nmt. My arms bore the brune
afher lons and her excitement as she claimed possession
ofher prey.

From daar poine, Dimond became 1 keen Tnumer. Her
game included rebbis. ducks, feral pigeon and spur-
winged plover. Surprisingly, 1 possum alio Fell prey
not nommally Tinked as wypical filcon prey: she found
one trapped in 3 downpipe. She would be distracted by
hedgehogs, chase herom and magpics from the proper
but dicks always remained her fvourite, On occasions,
she wald be distracted by the mallards on neighbouring
flelds leaving me "hehind’ it the Wingspan site. A commuon
expression wed o desaribe Wingsyan (lconers &5 that
e arc “outstandig 0 our feld This was uln

‘our standing in the
seprietini b g 5 b vor faiy padﬂuﬁ.s w
lcate her further dewn the Vall

Dimendappearcd inthe Wingspan neveslerters and journals,
she Diad been on eelevisons TV News and “Holmes’, and
national newspapees sich e the New Zealand |lerald, She
featured in magazines including New Zealand Life and
Leisure, North and South, on e Wingspan website, n
photos, books, paintings, and the New Zealand Pust coin
fssue labelling,

Dimands legacy fives on, She had, without question, been
expused o many thousands of people - often cheir firsc
exposure o New Zealaned filcons - and she impassioned
sndividuals v the plight of Karearen, May her spiri “stride

the skies'

Diehivie Stewan

Asliley Cordai

Juson Searle

FALCON SIGHTINGS

Faltin sighiings are ported 1o WWangspiare diroughont the year, 1tk the pmost commion repores duarig the Sprisg and siemner ey the

falcons are mestiig, Dsrivg the 20016-2007 hrecding season, Vg revcived reports froun o prsge of lcations iicuding Auclasd,

e
Wisiport

¢ leom sightings in your area o

seen, and a bricfdescription of the activiy observed.

Most of the correspondence and reports received are enthusiastic personal
Tonwever, there have been anumber of disturbing reports ol ean licts witk filar
follawed complants sbont a rapror attacking demestic dogs - lster idenificel a5
bichan puppy: In Lower | e, repeared

1 be regnseerest online on the website or by sending
Wingabrs OFiCe, THE boquifed Aobuliinclurls dese, losaton (it s sphg robosemse ot (P

aunts of close encatmters with

ing)

g, Granity, Rattngaece, Loswwe Hutt, Mrospira, Mrrchison, Nelsory, Rivertons, Temubia, Tolaga Bay, Twizel, Waitonio, s

the wmrz»m on dircetly o the
number of birds

Karcarea;

s, Acallin February 2007 from Greymouth
el fronale o chasing o none
o a large domestic dove cote resulied ina falcon bring deliberately shot

by a local pigeon fancer, followed by finther wild flcons found dead in Wahiopai, Marlborough, and one in Paradise

Valley, Rotorua,

In che last cdbition of the Wingspan jourmal, mem

fcoms in York B:

south of thei

arigimal nest]

Jals Ciiers s

Thad an interesting enconnter in February sehile Fvas exploring the monntain
of Dansey Pess. where the Kakinui Mountains meet the 1da Rug
bare and cxposed area u-uh schist aned tussack covered mounains and, highly
variable weather con LT hiad st climbed to the summic of 2 mountain
called Cone when I nu[(cu.d a faleon aarcle, then dive bomb me while [ was
precariously perched on the summic rocks, 1t did it rwice and then left after 1
infisrmed it to “bugger 0. Several hours lar | resurned 1o my camp abour
Skt the west, juse to the north of Mount Kyeburn, and siw the same bird
fly up 10 a birger faleon thar was perched on 1 fence post. They put on a bic
an acrial display, the larger one then disappeared down 1o dhe nissock on
the south side of the il nu more thas 100m from my camg. The snaller ane
fless directly 1 where | was sitting ind cireled me ewice and within abouut 51,
however ic did not dive bonils me this time. It then perehed i
post abourt 10m from me and warched while T sat und drank, xcm.ximug there
for about 3 or 4 minutes and never made a sound

1 fence

Margoret Maan erites
Wi were on a ol ek going i Tussh on the way ourro Bam Bay 2 remote
ara in the soudiewest corner of the Suuch Islind. There were 16 vehicles in
conviy along this sererch of bush road but we had ull suwpped a the firse vehicle

was in the ch vehicle back and lud ot out of the vehicl
Torveard s take pictures of the problems up front. As Twas walking up the
nack, there wushing’ sound and a young falcon artived, landi
branch overhanging the track \rdulwrm‘\}\t 3 sound burwas very interested in
the roef of the vehicle direetly ranch, Afier Jooking at the velicle for
seme minutes, it dropped down aito ki pl picking at something
It it mind when T used the flash on the cimera, sucl appeared at o time to
e scareal or flighty, After being very caciied abous chis chance mesting with the
fileen and havitg taken abous 20 digital shows of it | dien continued up o the
fronr of the comvoy 1o see what was happening up there. .1 was very lonuured
to have been in the righe place at the right time!

s may recall reading about Richmond Atkinson observing nesting
¢, the adilt rale was found dead after a swindow strike but for some months afterwards

Richmond would see the adult female with one, and en one occasion, both Jveniles above Easthourme (aboue 2 kmy

Jriven

Wingspan 200
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H fave als rceived repor

w

iy 2006 Brons Swephensson of Wy

drotn s

they il seaeage a

Namkeen Kestrel spoied i

IN THE FIELD

Kaingaroa piric_fors!.

fitrons,

populationof Merw Zealand folcons, For this reson, i va
a primme Tocution to callect observations fur my study o
breeding behavionr, T
hnowledge of faleon hrocding behaviowr w pn Gor
The success of fileons i Kany
et there is still concern aver diey s
torest, togecher with human persecution suggests their
future is uncertain. To ensure faleons succeed there needs
1 be an increased understanding of the species, With chis
in mind, T packed up my van and moved w0 Kaingaroa 1o
begin my observations

am of my rescarch is o mprove
v
Lo w,

RA\]? and Wing;

Belig pronmd-neseers 1w able e sty
nests without the need s ascend snatire podocarps. [used
time-lapsc video and an infrasred (ight vision} camcrato fares Crose
collcer a continuous record of nest activisy. Observasions
began approsimarely aweek after eag laying, and continucd
il flesigging

arch qurshﬂll! facussed o
e ad Breslg

o Rates ol g e

+ Fecding rates of chicks

* Preferential feeding o male vs. female chicks
+ Competition amongst chi

* Respense o cxtreme weather

= Response w predators

Limberlonds
Trust for their proactive iniere

KAINGAROA
TIMBERLANDS
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Saker Falcons, with the govermment
issaing CITES permits for around 300
fleorns o be trapped and exported per
vear, but with very Hmited manicoring
and no research, 1t is not known how
this affeers the Saker population
In an awempt o understind Saker
productivity and to determine if the
current level of made s sustainable,
Interuational  Wildlife  Consulranrs,
workingon behalfof the Emironment
Ageney of Abu Dhabn, coordinates
Saker Faleon research at the feld
site i Muongulis, as well g siees n
Northern C khsian. The
field site encompassed two manntain
ranges and the expanse of steppe zone
in beoween.

B
=%

Ravens and Buzzards, common in
Mangolia, build their nests in any
rised struetire, “Narrally” on clif
ledgges - che menmtaing, but ako
electricity poles and pylons, and even
the rusied shell of an abandoned
<ar. Sakers regularly eviet these nest
Duilders to use the well-built nests
for raising their own chicks. As larger
predators, Golden Fagles,  Steppe
Eagles, and Fagle Owls reduce Saker
productivity by holding - exclusive
territmies el predating  Saker
Medgdings. The research comsisted of
searching every nook and er.
the mounuin rnges for tereiwries
and nests of all these
Ravens, Buzzards and .Sakcrs. Alsn.
to find the nesting oppornmitics on
artificial strucnures on the far steppe.
) kilometres of power lmes, old
concrete buillings, and specially
erected nesting pladorms (220 in ally
were also surveyed o find mests. Acuve
nests were revisied every 10 days o
determine survival rates and fedging
success, to obtain biometric dato and
graeh rates. and o eollect pellets and
prey remuins for diee analysis.

ny o

I short, it was & paricularly poor
breeding scuson far the Sakers. For
example, of220artificial sites, only ewo
occupicd by Sakers were suecessiul
in fledging voung, The criical Faccor
appearcd 0 be food supply. The
steppe has many burrowing mammals:

Galden eagle chicks
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o imore mansil patwre about orher i

an Marlbusongh. The Black Kite ts similar to the forier lan

e e they wosely bt Losge itseeds, wiice, o

Jorthland, o resieing ot Kaivain

A the 2006 2007 Neiw Zealand Falcon breeding season dnaivs w4 dose, farmies Croie
of Massey Uity ook ke st goodd mhemories of K it spior observing fafeons i

Hre Janies wiies o story abostt Kireare and Ko

wenry falcon nests
enthisiastically” dee
A remarkable sxperience.

Phiotas by fames Crome

Management Ltd are acknovledaed by Wingspan Birds
s e corepvaon v mosiing of
New Zealand faleon within Rumﬂ.lr‘m Fors

s i i

acoueple of species offen referad o s Austnaiion vagrants, o ‘srgyler's. The Black Kite,
widespreaad disiebution in Anstralia, b also beew ported in New Zeatarid. I
Bireding Tours reporicd Black: Kt drowhe the
Netwr Zeand website, tnd  stagle bird w also spoered by rapaor speclalists

e a meclizen s

a pale_foce, the aadults wite o distiuetive fork i e toil, Like dhe liurvier

reiois, The Nankeeen Kestrel typically favores open cainy

lizards. Pietured lof isa

o0, Pive forest wd beeeding bush

1 am now out of the forest and beginning to view e
recordings. Time-lapse recording ha
condense nwa months of conrinuens fakoon nest behavionr
anto o handful ul",lp-« Well, 72 to be fair In any case 1
at least 150 hours of viest recordings (*Falaon TV
el Forward i reporting the resilts i G

allowed me to

Studying filcons in Kaingaros forest has been 1 great
experience, Togetherwith tellow researcher Andy Thomas,
pan members, we locaced more dhan

all of which I can ensure were
!

P ’n}

marmos, ground squirrels, gerbils,
harmsters, and mosimportntly
voles. The Brandes vale is considered
4 keystone species that maturally
oceur i iregular “baom and hust
cycles spanning vver many vears. I
productive times, these ssall social
wvoles reach plague proportions, huse
colanics that provide ample food
for all prodarors of the sweppe. The
fickl site during this Gime bad only
simall and widely scactered colonics,
s Sikers mostly hunted sousliks
s sanall Birds ) feed theie young,
Although tiere was prey available to
sustain the adults, this more difficule
prey couldn't be delivered to the nesc
quickly cnough o sustain the rapidly
growing chicks

The fieldwork was Lhiut'\glm.. and
extremely  revard ng and
worl

an ancient Endseape where 3 v
seminomadic  culture  Mourishes
Hopeiully there will be many years
of rescarch to followe Eventually
the voles e o de sit,
and in the meantime another sice
has been selected where lLarge vole
colonies are known and where that
Siker populition can be studi
compared

' n— uy a sense of
Fant

e 1 the ar

Metawhile T have moved an
another project, and 1 couldu’e lave
picked a Mere comrastn

w work and offer wvery
MmrmuL
iy, was

o

quickly
Sveiibment rond 1 wisieey
of introduced species. Amomg shose
W quickly become extinct included
Giant. Tortoises, Blie Parrots, and

most famously, the Dodo. Invasive
specics include the manmals; cats,
rats, mongooses and macaques which
predate native animals and their nests,
as well as the plants; Tavellers Palms,
Guava, and Priver which prevent the
o of native forest. The
jor assaule s oecurred by logging
af topical hasdwoeds and the fellis
of lowland forests w make was for
sugarcanc cstales

remnen

ALSO IN THE FIELD.,

Andeew Thane af Marriviseafie fes bevrr cen

o phanation forest. Living in Kaingaroa farest fron Ortober 20006 thromgh 0 Mac 2007, Andrews ece

fuleanis forin frtenhation hrowgh to fledging, moniiortng thei behavionrs avd imeraciions, This r

o be v October 2007

cpeed i

I e Yt saeaer of 2006, cohile holidayig and fravelling Noo

Relasive Abmdanie of Austr

capion, teith road annts in the

plting s pesearci propasal o ecord i d

astase Harriers in New 2

ol stand yielding one havricr ceery 17.0 f

i’ He

, VERY BIG FIELD

-~

Staring down from fe above, circling
wide on massive sl wings, 4 pair of
Black Vuliuses watched and waited.
The two figures looked exlausied in
the searing heat and drying wind. and
suom they mighe collapse, debydratcd
and Fattged. Then the vulrares could
descend and goree
Recruiting fiom

might pick the bonee ch
the wind quickly blowin sand over
themn Leaving not a single tace of our
demise, These were our (sofiewhit
dramatic) choughts 22 Mark and 1
pacedd hurried ly towards the horizon
Uhe rugmsed Russian Joep had burmt
the last drop of petral some kilometres
back, and while our driver wained
willh the vehicle (Huping agiin:

odds that another veluele would be
n the

going this wayl, we set om
general direction of our research
Soresing af 3 pair of
- the maditional felt cene of the
Wisiipolian fiomiafl Y0 triad tegafity
back W casnp just on dark, and soon

The Maurigus Wildlife Foundation
was established in the 19705 o atempt
to prevent a trend as the remaining
native speeics were quickly heading
the way of the Dodo. The Manritiug
Kestrel was down to four known
individuals at this time. and with
what is probably the most successtial
recovery of 3 specics known, thed
ntensive anagement and  captive
tearing, the kestrel populiion has
been recovererd and now s stable
at over 600 birds, Tiwo Other species
dhat cxisted at severcly low numbers
were the Pank the Echo
Parakeet, and
dramaric recos

I'he Mavritios Wildlite Foundation iv
now a suecesstal and well-established
conservarion group and coordinates
the comservarion of many cndangered
species and the  regencration of
habitus, The Leho Pamkect, once
the worlds rarest parrat fan estimated
25 individuaks in carly 808},
has expericnced a sweady rise in the
population through captive rering,
releases, and intensive management
of wikd pairs, The Echo population
s now at araund 300 individuals and
w this stage mthe project where 1
have heen enrrently working, the
management foeus has been more
extensive rather ¢ The
Echos infabit the Lt remaiming areas
of native forests (which ls omly
2% ot the Mauritius) i the mose
ruged and inaccessible terrain, | he
work eonsists of the teant monitoring
the nest sites, banding chicks and
sbtaing mformasion on healch. The
2000-2007 season has been the most
productive ever with 57 breeding
amemprs. and 3 high proportion
of tledgling. However e recent
expansion of the Parrot Beak and
Fearher Discase within the population
bas. required a lot of stenton from
the ream, With continued monitoring
of the population it is hoped that
the impact of the discase can be
nunimised. Mansgemant is ongoing,
and while the season v winding

A intensiv

Zealand, U.S.A visitor Wade Fakl
omcrree that the Jnek s die mess abrdant native

Sthane MePherson ios i it extrordinry par o ek i some remarkiile places

 esting bebyariorsrof New Zealand faleon it

o the nesting bebavicur of he

ik

ciputed @ a oo posr projec s

mpleed sper ot the

wrial

owictres, anil the South Islard yieldinng one harrier every

Frooii Agirsl i Augast 2006 beewas ove an she Mongalian Sioppe, part ofa seam reseaching

e caolagy of Steppe capiors. T, aftern short siop back in NZ, just enoeigh time o sap

75y el sty el for o s e swonkel, B sves off o dhe rapical island Masitins o

e par o et monivoring the pecovery of the

the recovery party swis senc out with
sstra fuel, Both vehicles revurned and
wee rould continue our fieldwurk th

followsing day:

The Steppe zome strcrelics across
cenunaland casern Mongoli. ussled
beoween the arid Gabi desert fo

south, and the forested g forest
in the norch, Characierised hy wide
rolling valleys of sand and gracses,
with ancient meuneins of bare rock
dotied amongst the landscape, colonrs
afwhite. brown and groen change with
the seasons. | artived at the beginning,
al April as Morgsolia was shakig off
et stos ther oz winrer,
where terperatires average at -20deg
Culsius. The mercury was climbing
but we seill had plenty of sub-rero
nights. The landscape was bleak,
brownt and barren, grass still dormant
als weak and skiny. This
is the hasest time of the year for the
somiads, whers wealth is measured in
horses and subsistence by the mied

ter

andd the

down, the height of sumim
the post-scason fest site it
exhiausting work. T prepare for tra

turther aficld in an acempt 1o brosden

the horizans.
<oeven further,

AePherson

St

cically enchaspered (i aroet,

flock of sheep and goats. They |
all given birth during this songli tme,
preparing w make the most of the
shore summer, The rains wont come
ansforming the landscape
s sen of luch grasses and
hetbs, providing fir all she: wild and
domesticated anitm

Wi were here for the birds of prey.
in particolar the Saker Faloon. I is
prized raptor by falconers as a uge
and versatile hunter. Breeding across
the high latinades of Furasia, the Saker
is tapped and esporeid o the hub of
faleonry, the Arab states sch s Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait, and the Unieect Arib
Emiratcs. Most trade in wild eaught
Saker Faleons is illegal and involves
professional - appers,  particularly
from Pakisem and Syria, visiting the
steppes of central Asia during autimim
prassag 2 catch the birds and smugele
them acrss international borders
Mongolia is new the only coumry
that has a legal trade m wild caghe
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Sl vaale

Wingspan 2007 135




LATEST DEVELOPMENT

Ly e spring of 2006, riew spaniroring squlpment 1was fstalied

irial ar the

Wingspre € atre, K systern, sormmally sed for secarisy sur
ceding o

illanee, il five fised

i the itiges 0.4 compuitey Tuind diioe. It

b WA the aiiarics,

isanticepated this wall be an rportont ool jor aaptive nanagemens, allovag Wingspare

attenctanis to manitor aid sevord belaviour and acivity of the binds throvghont the

Brevading seasoi

Thiee of the cameras, with their wide-mgle siewing a
e e of the en
!

entral Clty Vets av injired
foseered chicks ol the season, Another o ¢
, and considered most usefil for checkin
tics wichin the morepork enclosure, The
s firted in the centeal atrium of the visitor arc:
for any problems with rars, mice, or m

The camera mumlnmu dmm” the brecding seasan
z(lmu\ some h the  recording
[ flcons -

vigand intesactive
their second

asciitar
behaviours. The
nest atempt, a nest of d
of flooding. The pl t
wearching the birds’ acempes o save the

i sigms OF nesting by the
infraredd camera fired,

additional nesting box was construeted for ther

Ko ahoit the eoutiship and pesting behavic
morepark maiily duc to theic nocturnal habits. Initially the
owls scemed waryand gave the new caunera spme atention
however moths atracted o cacouraged
them b £ s concerned x attendance
birds was detailed, and a5 3 New
apulation was also reco

rum the pair during the s
e second nestingattempts in 200

s hrmuu

When menitoring the morepork aviary comera, we were
surprised to sec another mosepork on the ourside of the
1y comples. A wild
¢ conrrship behaviour and calls of
e acces o the b e s

the resident pair, gl
regorli Iying-throdgh theserted yirun, Tocsta i
racstinng in the visior arca the following day, banded and

released.

ions, Roon

ided by Phocal Corrtutnds

krnauedges ihe s

spatt port .

conseibutions from the Staal family of Rotorn sonards tris monitors
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HERE AND THERE

“Calling” in at Wingspan was Johnny Kendrick. Asaepriseiit i iageparchy Lex el
Johnimy is an audio-visual cxpert — he warked Tor the ew Zealand from Canada.
Wildlite Sere i) years whete he pioaccred marunal - Lex his had 3 hel ong passion for birds of prey.
sound recordings of Bird songs o and, inchading 3 founding member of the Rapror Assaciation in
the birdea i heard on New Zealand National Radio. Johr  Zealand. Tn the carly 90's he enigrated to Canada where
als recorded some of the Wingspan falcons and hawks in s 3 leading artist specialising in paisting birds and narural
the carly 50's, and these have can he heard when visting  landscapes.

the Wingspan websicc.

Lex has won mumerons inwards for his work, mass recently
new Wingspan Centre, and  honoured as the 2006 Artisc o the Year by the
e it pictured with Trustee Nocl Hyde having e closer — Festival in Penticton BE, Canada. His che
tof the research collection, drybrush over wash and he works in the contemporary
s part of the Kiwi Wildlife Tours NZ teamand can realise seyle. His attcnrion to detail is remarkable - pictured.
be conuicted thr Jeiwi-wildlife.conz below is a painting of the New Zeakind filcon with
kakariki

Fixpressions of interest o prrctiase s pais

Please contact the Wingspe

Tt was Johniny's firstvisit o

P

s e it

FLYING THE FLAG!

Colouelul banners lined the streces of Rotrua in
celebration of winming the *New Zealand Most Beavtiful
City Award” for 2006.50me 40 locil community groups
and schools were invited w participae by designing and
painting banners with Rotorts themes and incorporating
the unigue wildlie of dhe area. Featured among them was
the Wingspan banner in Arawa St. A colousfil banner that
ineluded a background of Lake Rotoraa with clear skics,
highlighting artistic images of karearca and manaia.
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Oither rechnical equipaont

Wingspan bas included a li

wietosape fiony Sree Lawrence

Wilacevite, Uigger Hitn, and
sargical o raig s pe s

Bty of these aill b

i a rariety of

plisposes including healde monitaring,

impraperd  post=mortem . anal aml

et of prey itens witkin prdf

samples
Pietreeed ot fefr-is Noel Hyde and Shane
Mebersant eing the <unical micnasope

= i thas iteitare

and post-

aonen of ¢ NZ fileen i thar died in

B

Alex Whisman rol Ryan made 2 surprise visit 1o
donate o W L colour television along with DVD
d video player. The units v e Iy sct up in the

w but have since bren moved 10 the muscum disp
arca. The equipment has alse Lxul nerworked w th
new seeurity cameras and this proved a hit with visiors
warching the nesting filcons

shell approxiemarely-one week [fam hatch,

ould also like to thank Bill and Dorothy
Rotori who donated mnmhers of books
re available for reference

Wingspan
Clonston o

New Zealand birds. These
fiag in the Bara visioor a

Visicors 10 the Centre will notice new additions o the
mmseum arca, One of the display items feamres @ very
genereus donation of a *ketc’, hand crafted and gified by
Wirernu Haker of Oporiki, Wirern kearned his crafeaiuing
wich Master Wiavers Gladys Ruru and Whai Hichener
s work is remarkable, from preparaion of the i
i serand and feather.

»\th) Thie more decorative bags s
these \v 1 New Zealand in the 19205, and this
fispliy kete_from e foatares the feathers of bork bty

hic
ohic

iinal Ceoge

s spotted for the fivst

biolagy. The species

o il shear dimsiventive

“Long Whiskered Orwlet’ from Pors

i anange eyes, and iwild,

oty bivds belog to heir ouns

blied Xewoglares, or “strasge a1id.” The orelets one nach of their survival to the
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“The Winngspare Ceene fias dooked affes semeraies o wir efuieng haveks, alcons g owts. B often calls are
e o concetnied peaple veganiiang whe juncdor orghanad i, pavsilanty it spies sl s dckshtukiongs, pigeons
sciagnlly it Doeseare gemerally referred o othor organicotions sueh as Rotoriia SPCA fuoie fosing a spevsal bind ‘winng!h, Rosanary: Tl
of the Whikatane Bard Reseue, Ratnbaw Springs, avd otler certres
Ty v has vt a psher of meone il arefvals e
Bacoy (spwied o the vodsil o bt Rovornat), a lossy tafied (e
e 38t hick!

gt fured Kk fornd by Wiigspard by Ciéonge ard Laicy
(subsequeently releasedd, a puveite Rasilla, and o e iy okl

USEFUL LINKS & CONTACTS;
Animal Rescue & Rebabilitation Centre, Rowruz, Nicols Martin Ph (07) 349 2955

Raptor Associstion of New Zealand 11
Whangarei Native Bird Recovery Centre, Robert & Robyn Webb |

wativehirdrecovery.ong.nx

Whakatane Bird Rescue, Rosemary Tully wivin “
(Tiis site s oo e ey matial wewor i neTidescomtect Mot i <hentat crgoniations dkfdighae Neds Ebaland)

The ‘Falcons for Grapes reported in the 2006 Wingspan Journal,

continues working with New Zealand falcon in the vineyards of Marlborough. " d,
-h ¥ Project Leader D, Nick Fox, Project Manager Colin Wynn, and In July 200 worlds  first

n of voluntcers, che rescarch is now into asecend scazon of falcon releases Eaiconyy Fes

45d Tadit e iy monitoring, A short 25 minute film has been camplered

and fuarther mformaion about the project i o  wivnifaleongforgrapes.org

dom, Uit

Hawk Board in confunction

T wal Association

amd support_fiom

has been exiended to

. For further
ke cremt deta:

ccomber 2006, the Rapor Association of New Zealand (RANZ)
held the AGM at the Wingspan Centre. A last minure photograph caprured
somme of thijse hosting and attending the mecting
frone fi o ight asr Dbl s Fotann,
Ciery, Richard Secton, Claria

21 Phillips, Chets Gay, Dive Bell, Ancirewe Thomas
For further intormstion about RANZ. wiow:ranz.org.nz

Pictm
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IND THE SCENES

Fifusteers e vital sl ntogeal pors of the Wolnspan peogecme. The Cottre wanfl sply ot surogse, or b e iieess i £ e,

withiaur the duttcnse effores, s, sand dedicasion of individteais, trentbers i commu

gronps.

ety of skills and commiumer
Noel Hyde and Gliria St

The volunteer work at the

Witnsspan Centre ineludes 3 wide range of setivities, with 4
w stiL Just sk M el ber front hous ot swppu
keep the Filcon aviaries i e, Chris Gay 10 seopaites native plants for the display lndseaping, and
Lattic and Bev Richardson from Auckdund op in ta water the aviary ,,1 e uibutions by Alex Whisnas and Carol
Rean include ehiviag i as been sewiag o 4t o e

o

Kunopérs, that have helpéd to snpp]\ prey items to fecd the birds
Current opportunities of voluntary work include;

‘ * Visitor Suppire - Shops
Diisplay Maintenance - €
Musenm Care - display windivws, 3
Grounds Maintenance - lawn mowing, pruning, weeding, painting
Pest Cantrol - onsice trap maintenance, rescts
Feed regimes - Food prepararion, storage, orderitia, i
Adminiseration | ctter mail pues, members updates,
Research - nest monito wild)., data entri basc constructios
ek pusblishing

items
ot co-ordination
voluntecr co-ordinators,

yimies any enguiries or volunteer initiatives, and as Wing

future, new opportuni evolve (o meet e conservation needs of the programme. For
0 m;nnwmm or 1o apply 1o becowre a Wingspan Volunteer, please contact the office, we'd he thrilled
¥ fromt you.

Glaris Stafford

Cilabal Networke ol in February
Malcobm, dhe gronp ineluded Sarsh fu

Clarly Jenkinson, Georgive Susnmiers, Chris 3

2007, lelping owt e streann enbancement at the Wingspan site. Led by tearn leader Toby

e Miks (G

o frum Washinigion ULS.A. aied from tlee UK o llaimy, Sruars s, Ross Fraser

Louise Stone, Eide, and Nan Morion. If you would like further o abont ihe

bl Networie Volnseers you cin view the website warm.volunteers.org
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IN THE MEWS SPONSORS AND MEMBERS
DIRECTORY

CENTRAL OTACO

KAINGAROA

-: ;,’ TIMBERLANDS
toruaEnergy

Ro
= Charitable Trust

4

WINES
MAKLAO 20U

Ruby is sponsored by
Dilan and Lovise for e
Rajasingham and Mayclir
family of Rotorua.

Ruby §s most often seen
during the daily  fying
displaysard is pictured I
wwith Dl Rajasingham
regular visitor to Wi
when he eseapes’ from
Sydney, Australia

Hersbruck, Germany, since
2004 Arrived atjuse 10 days
of age fram Upper | lure
November 2004, Named
srer Owry Osbor
bee
Oay one ol the ma
display  Blcons at  the
Centre

AN Adull female NZ 42’ is & famous falcon
Eleon from Matlborough She has Fearured in 2 baok
Pernanently injured as a {Janet Flume A Bire
cesult of deliberate ilkegal | 8 [land™), has her own wine
shooting, Ali has been gift libel (Lake Chalice *Flight
sponsored to Noct and ali 42 Unoaked Cliardonmay)

in the

Lamberton_of Roten, and is a igsaw puzzke image
and Vil Productions of on Wingspans  websitc

Roforn, in  recognition cducation section. 42 is gift
ol their support of the sponsored to the studenrs

Winpspan programme of  Wllesly  College,
Eastbourne, by the Morris
famity of Wellington

Tuhoe!  adule  make “Kaittaki’, adul fmale NZ
NZ tilcon, part of the fileon, Kindly sponsored by
Winpn capive br Rona Larsen of Hamilton,
programime, A Kattiaki is the Maort wm
ros and Masine
of Taupo. Tuhoe is named
after the Maori wibe, and,
as a warrior of strengeh.

3 mnund

&

laraiera’ ol ale N2 flcon,and poiredwith aisabi | Fovea isan adl o, paired with Tuhoe for
as part of the 2007 breeding programme. Tarswera is | the 2007 breeding programime. Fovea is named after part
appropriately sponsared by M Tarawera NZ Lid i support. | of the eye, in recogaition of the remarkable cycsight of
of the conservation of New Zealand 1 birds of prey - cight times better than mmans, Feven was

gift sponsared for Mark McKenma of Rosorua
22 Wingspan 2007

co

A ‘HAWKING’ FOR NZ RAPTORS

Phe sernn Hiawker' s an old ey

iy Chtond Dictionary definition,
he
b Anignst 2008, Whngspan

: et

abont for sade (I or

rgttcted ehainalle i
BIRDS OF PREY TRUS'T

standard = plan are novie i

csription, il e mere mdera tmes,

o wwhi dewvs s for o deviegg.

o el begirinings 10 o hiciny of

e o ot g

o ek 4o "G (guods)

oker { e |

it b ity suore e 43 yuiies of dperuiin s

wertaronl

el rasireg ivittinne

e paspose o onsure Wi pes sistainualie sevelopmat, o build copital seserves,

o picclse prapenty i o Tirgel of S600.000, fo see FVigspant cominte i geeperuiy

The Auguist 2008 Hawking Evenciscnvis
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Amanda Fouler 2003

Phil and Margaret Fry 1997
Andrew Gibaon 20006
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1A Cade 2006

Stuar &Kuistin Camphell-Smich 2006
Canmap Hawley 2001 %
Avwr Marie C, \m{wcH 20063
2005

2003

hamipress 2006
Hiristiansen 2003
emens 2002

Bill & Durothy Clouston 2006
Jitn Coburn 2006

Sandy Corbett 2003

Joanne Comell 2006
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Dee Bolland & Steph Mardell 20067
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Raz Dibley 2006

Vicky Ellis 2007

Chris Gearge 2006

Brad Henderson 20003

Matthew | lenderson 2001
Jeny Holdy 2006

Gordan & Pamela [yde 2006
Machael Kilpacrick 2003

Miller Macleod Gore 2006
Severn Macleod Gore 2006
Mike Malanchak 2005
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Kevin Waag 2006

Wellestey College Srudents
Rosie Zyart 2006

WHAKATANE

Adrian & Sarah Barlow 2005
Fimma & Blake Barlo 2003
T Fizmantice 2002

Derek and Kerry Gosling 2002
Andre Hmman 2003

Neville Harris & E Greig 2003
Phil Flape 2002

Fann Kamphaorse 2062

Don MeConchie 2007 &
Raewyn Kingsley-Smith 2006
Lesley Price 206

lindsay & Savon Weavers 2003

WIHANGAPAROA
Futuresafe Building lnspections Lid

Jason Searle 2005 %

WIHANGARE]
Elisabeth Long 2004

INTERNATIONAL
MEMBERS

AUSTRALIA
Mike Constable 2005
Neville & Diawn & Jayelen Jess 2006
Jacob Joncs-Hendcrson 2003
Helen Mills 2006

Dilan Rajasingham & Louise
Mayclair 2005 %

Shane Riley 2004

Debbic Wickiam 2006

AUSTRIA
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The Wingspan Board of Trustees would like
to take this opportunity to thank you for your
support of Wingspan Birds of Prey Trust
over the past year.

As a volunteer organisation and charitable
trust, your contributions are welcomed and
important for the ongoing life of the Trust.
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