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EDITORIAL
aBicds eye,view

Debbie Stewart

E long been known as barometers of the
as apex predatars their presence (or
s the health of ecosystems. Through all
om the soil to plants to insects to birds,
top ‘of the food chain are susceptible to
e environment through the process of
n, and therefore considered nature's

!
skywards for birds of prey. During the 1950's in
d across Eurepe, toxic chemicals like DDT and
d egg shellAhinning far Peregrine falcans,
st and somé populations became extinct. More
studies have shown the impacts of residual DOT can
humap health at very low levels of exposure. As a
Ensequendb.of its persiftence in the food chain, many

" countrieshgve nowbann, e

In New Zexé.nd,mx < and heavy metalsincluding mercury
and lead, have Been found in falcans in the remate sub
Antarctic Auckland lslands, 1200km south of New Zealand,
the high burdens of mercury in their feathers most likely
accumulated through the faad chain, from fish through to
the seabirds intheir prey.

In the 1990 Wingspan provided samples (from dead
raptors) ta Landcare research, and these showed high levels
; lodarttcaeoFbirds i botiurt a

4| CHLIEBRATING 15 YRARS

Interest in New Zealand conservation programmes
started to noticeably accelerate in the 1980's.
ationwide, attention was being turned to takahe,
kakapo, and Chatham Island robin. New development
and conservation efforts were afoot at places like
Miranda, Karori Wildlife Sanctuary,and Kaharoa Kokako
Trust. Zoos and wildlife parks were breeding kiwi, kea,
and kakariki in captivity ready for release. National
legends like Don Merton, Geaff Moon, and Johnny

rural areas, Major sources of lead in the air from towns and
cities are probably from meter vehicles and industrial
sources. But fardecadesin rural areas, poisoning from spent
ead ammunition in waterways, was mainly regarded as 3
problem for waterfowl. Once again, through the feed chain,
it risk far t 1l
carrion feeding hawks and condors as well as those people
consuminghunted game usinglead-shot.

But a bigger, glabal challenge is now upon us. The BIC'Cs!
ClimateChange

butor
is causing a whole chain of events fracturing ecosystems by
causing extreme weather events. The seasons are blended
and mismatched; warm, wet, cold, dry. We areconfused, our
wildlifeareconfused.

Over the past year, unseasonal weather events negatively
affected wild Barn owls in Northland, Falcon breeding pairs
have also been affected with disrupted hormonal cycles,
Wwithin captivity, our breeding pairs have produced eggs
mid-winter,or moulted during the spring.

Within this background, it's peaple who care and make a
difference that can help breeding success in the wild, It has
been the fifth consecutive year of the successful On the
Wing project but only as a result of ‘people suppart. Last
‘Hatupatu' and 'Maia' produced four chicks from two
clutches thanks to the support offered by monitering,

feeding, ian of eggs and
chicks. pest control, forest management (s1aff and
contractors), and recreational users like mountain bikers
and dogwalkers.

tracking,

We celebrate these successes - the presence of spectacular
New Zealand

our environment, they are a treasure, give us joy and

enhance our lives, and with Wingspan, we can all be

connected withourbirdsaf prey.

o, look skywards. Watch the raptors,....
or are theywatching over you?

“Keito ora nga mani, kei te ora tatou hatoa.
Ifthe birds ave alive, we are alive”™

illustrated with photographs printed fram 35mm rolls of
film when cut and paste, really did mean ‘cut and paste.
Then for postin pl i
envelopes,andlicking siamps.

The Wingspan National Bird of Prey Centre opened for
wisitars for the first time in 2004. Humble, and
understated, with the 'shop' fitted out with recycled
furniture. An old toilet paper roll holder on a kitchen

grandparents successfully breeding in the wild
thernselves. Then the discovery, and publishing of papers
about a new raptar species, the Barn Ow| braeding in the
wildinNewZealand

The Wingspan staff and volunteers have contributed
through the journey, and thraugh the journals. They have

1992
1993

1994

1996

RegistrationasaCharitable Trust
Falconsightingsdarabase
CeoffMoon becomes Patron
Pine Forestmanitoring

Rescued falcon chicks
Mermbership/First Newsletter

upskilled, some haye moved onta ather and
Wingspan remains influential in their lives - their referee

and

dults £8.00, kids §4.00,

andth aily targetof

recarding their songs, While ona level, the
iidlife Service and ; ,

formthe DepartmentofConservation,

Saitwas during the lastcentury (middle ofthe1980's o be
precise] that also marked the ‘spark’, and the grass root
beginningsal Wingspan.

It is fair to suggest that there were a few years of
‘incubation’, but it was the year of 1992 that marked the
“hatch of Wingspan with the formal legal registration asa
charitabletrust

Aquarter of a century later, andl its difficult to summarise
thesignificant events on just two As pagesand a restricted
wardcount.

Wingspan was formed by a few individuals reflecting a
passion for raptors, and recognising the need to help New
Zealand birds of prey. The Trust's four main objectives; a
holistic approach, to encompass research, advacacy and
education, captive management, and rehabil ication

Aviaries were utilised at the Ngongotaha Trout Hachery,
and Fletcher Challenge sponsared the bullding of 2
d 40 raptors were looked

redingaviary for falcons.
after each year Entirely dependent on volunteer hours,
stealing time in lunch hours, after hours, weekends, and
annual leave, Caring for raptors, training them, releasing
them, and camping out in the forest to moniter breeding
pairsof falconsinthewild

Membership of the Trust stareed early in 1996, and by the

end of the year there were 42 members. A four-page
newsletter photocapied from loose leaved paper and

chp
”

Ovwer time, research students planned graduate studies
and PhUYs, the maptive pairs of falcons started breeding,
and hack relases began in the Bay of Plenty, Waikato, and
Ctago

Through the years. it has been a journey developing the
care objectives, balancing outputs, making 2 difference,
no isingtokeepthe

sustainable and moving forward. Management
approaches and business models changed alongside
technalogy and best practice, and Wingspan weathered
thechallengesposedby toachanging World.

The Wingspan missian; Ta restare birds of prey into the
daily lives of New Zealanders, So, 3s a consefvation trust
what hasWingspanachieved?

It is safe to say that there is now a greater awarenass of
kirearea and appreciation for our birds of prey. Captive
breeding and release methodology has been refined with
more modern equipment and shared knowledge on our
‘website. Improved rehabilitation standards have been
developed and Wingspan played a key role in getting
recreational falconry with harriers legal in New Zealand.
Wingspan developed best practice guidelines in pine
forests for forestry managers which is now accepted
nationwide with New Zealand forest owners. Acadernic
research papers, PhYs, Masters and Past-graduate work
Y gspan Trust

Releases of captive bred falcons have supplemented
numbers in the Waikato, Bay of Plenty, Otago and the
Wairarapa, and these falcons are now parents and

B S T R
e T s [y a oy
bk .. G b Gabee

andpride.

Through 25 years of erganic grawth, today Wingspan has
remained as an independent Trust that has shown

financi learc

In 212, as part of a MBA degree at Massey University, a
critical business evaluation was completed as ta why
Wingspan works, why people support the Trust and why
they visit The evaluation resulted in the emergence of the
golden square’ with ‘Birds, purpose, peaple, and charm'
markingthefourcamers

he W workthat
oes Into helping our raptors nationwide, now Wingspan
headsintothe future,

From hateh, Wingspan has fledged

W T i

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2014
2015

2016
2017

theyear:
Faleanbreedingaviary opened
Firstcaptive breedingaf falcans
Firsthackreleaseof falcons
First fostering between captive birds
Research collection established
Website online
PhD falcans
New Centra opened
ases in Waikato
Newsletter goes colour
Reconstructions of Laughing Owl
First captive breeding of moreporks
CCTV camera monitaring
Facebook!

First falcor re

International Falconry Festival - NZ representation
First handrearing of marepork, Whisper
“Wingspan auction- MC Even Gilmour

Barn Owl discovered breeding in Northland
Ruud kleinpaste becomes Patran

UNESCO inscription

First perrmit for falconry in New Zealand.

Barn 0wl nest boxes in Kaitaia

In the mavies - Tintir

On the Wing; The first city release of a threatened
species in New Zealand

Onthe Money $20 hanknote

Education; Rotorua meets Mongalia

On the Wing; first breeding in the wild

Royal NZ Airforce: Black falcons

Firsteaptive breeding of Barn owls

Project development new Wingspan Centre
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Within the grounds of the Ngongotaha Trout Hatchery, in

with security accommodatian, the reconstruction and

Rotorua, a of
built by the Wildlife Service (then managed through a
transition with the Department of Conservation and Fish

lease for
hunters, i ive birds li

bellbirds befare liberation to off-shore islands, illegal
confiscated birds like kea, and sometimes for sick swans
and ducks affected by 'botulism. Mostly during the year,
the five cages would be unused, so when Wingspan was

prent fed to the Wingspan Centre opening to the
publicinzoos,

Falcons, hawks and owls were released from the property,
daily training and flying displays proved ta be popufar for
visitors, & small Musewrn was established, and 2 separate
incubation/rearing room accammodated rescued eggs,
chicks, and sickhirds fromthe wild,

By 2012, the need to expand the facilities became a priority.
Thewi {identified, thraugh b I

and rescued birds of prey, and trained birds were free
Iofred withinthe smallaviaries,

Before long, the Wingspan conservation programme
started to grow, withmore birds delivered for care, and more
aviaryspacewasnesded

To accommadate breeding pairs of New Zealand falcon an
additional aviary marked Wingspan's first construction,
purpose built facility. This was supported by volunteers, the

restry industry (Fletcher Challenge Forest), ane help from
the Latteries Cammiission, Heritage and Environment
funding

Wingspan continued to expand the conservation
programme, and there came a need for a largercentrewhere
birds could be housed, a research repository could be
established. raptors could be trained, and a facility suttable
farvisitars,

an neighbouring private farmland, an 2pproach was made
to the landowners o establish the Wingspan National Bird
of Prey Centre. U
hydroponics structure, a half round bacn for administration

ted

fgthe apen framework of 4 negl

8] CELEBRATING L5 ¥

i ehunbes i it
on in the hours approaching dawn. Although | tried to
wrap up warmly in my sleeping bag, | spent a very, very,
s night, i il i i
breedingbarnowlsinNorthland.

My timing wasrit the best, it was early winter and bad
weatherwas forecast,a few showers and the extreme cold
keptbarn owl activity minimal. A heavy frost greeted meas
nightturnedintoday. | spentthe morning searching below
all known roasts callecting pellets and prey remains to be
lateranalysed forastudyintotheirdier

itwas whilesearchingan
area of likely looking
trees, that my eye caught
sightofayoungbarn owl
hunched up on the
ground with its chin
tucked into its breast
and its eyes closed. |
couldrithelievemyeyes
as | slowly walked
‘ rowards it and it didn't
| move. | reached down
| to pick it up, its light

101 CHELITLATING 2

the need to locate 2 new permanent base to accommodate

future growth and expand on the programme. The aim was

1o secure @ long term sustainable future for a unique New
ealands ] i

ation,educat

A new "Home' o focus on coriservation, education, provide
research facilities, and promote awareness of the

P eof :
cultural heritage surrounding birds of prey. The target
audience being all demographics including domestic and
atermational visitors, families, children, research students,
school groups, with a target projection of 100,000 visitors.
perarinum byzo22

Over the last fiveyears, Wingspan's new Home' has been the
main area of focus, preparation and planning. The criteria
for site selection was important. Land options were
investigated for availability and sustaimabifity, and included
private land for sale, or lease arrangements on Local Bady
Council land, Department of Conservation land, and

on Nggati Whakaue Tribal Lands will be established.

This new land is perfect for Wingspan's canservation
programme with landawner support far a long-term lease
inta the future. A large land area, enabling space for the
centre development, north facing, with 2 continuous eye-
line to horizon view overlaoking Lake Rotorua and
neighbauring farmland. 4 gently sloping site providing
‘airspace’ and lift for the birds in flight. Availability Tar
planting native trees and enhancing consenation values
alongside a backdrap of pine plantation and agricultural
landscape, Easy access by private and public transport from

Rotorua, and with a ftheslope.

A number of architectural designs have been drafted, but
with estimates between §2-6 million being mastly too
expensive to match affardability and subsequent
fundraising required, this year Resaurce ancl Building
Cansents are being finalised incorporating a more economic
(lessthan 1 million) Stage One and Stage Two approach for
affordability

Wingspan remains one of the few registered charities in
Ny local body
funding. Grantapplications have been made (on 2 national
and international stage), mostly unsuccessful in an
environment of huge global competition for the

i dollar. Major
options have declined based on current econamic dimate.
Despite this, staffand members have worked hard, and over
25 years Wingspan has been funded by small donations
from theusands of members and visitors, and has built
capital reserves of 250,000 for the relocation

Support is growing, and demanstrating where commercial
interests can compliment conservation efforts, Kaingarca
Timberlands has pledged $50.000 per annum for the new
centre thus aclding credibility to their operations and their
branding. Local businesses and contractors have gifted or
reduced their fees (a special thank you ta APL Properties,
Darin Grant Architectural Design, and Opus, and school
children have donated their pocket money and sold biscuits
tapassersby.

s @ consenvation programme we have big aspirations for
Wingspan - to share our dynamic and spectacular birds of
prey. ta promate education and research, with families, with
ourchildren, . thenextgencration

With Wingspan's lease on the current site due to expire in
2018 timeis of the essence. Weurgently need o increase the
scale of our fundraising, and will be campaigning for
additianal suppart spreading the word thraugh secial
mediacampaigns, like Give-a-little' and Facebook, enlisting
volunteer support, daonations of native plants, and

carporate forestry fand. But the ideal location fied
on the northern slopes of Mount Ngengotaha, not far from
the current site. With the support of local lwi, a new Home'
for Wingspan inthe footsteps afanancient explarer thenga,

weight had me immediately worried, | felt its breastbone
and knew it was starving, it offered na resistance and its
eyes remained shut. It seemed 10 be in a state of torpor. |
subsequently read that this is nat unusual, especially to
late hatched first winter birds . | placed the young owlet
deep 10

breathsdownontoit.

The badlweather forecasta cyclone coming down from the
tropics. it brought with it, much colder temperatures than
normal, as well as severe, stormy, weather across
Northiand, including gale force windsand flooding across
the region which resulted in the recovery of five deard and
injuredbarnowls.

On August 5. 2016 Wingspan received a call from Robert
Webbaf Narthland Native Bird Recavery to say he had an
injured barn owl that had been found on the side of the
road by ‘Fulton Hogar' and could not fly. After a brief
conversatian, | packed some owl feod in the car and set off
forWhangarei,excited that the owl might beokay.and bew
male we could pair with Tahi, our lone nine year- old
female
On arrival at Rabert and Robyn’s Native Bird Recovery
Centre in Whangarei, one ook at the awl shawed me the
bird was listless, weal, had soiled urates around its vent,

fundraisingauctions.
“Stepping U for Wingspan, andl stepping up for a new
"Home-TeWhareote Kaitiaki

and was in very paor candition. Its low body weight
suggested i
being found. From the plumage. it fooked like a juvenile
female Robert had givenitsome Muids so forcefed itsome
pieces of skinned day old chick so it wouldnt have to put
energyinto forminga pelletand casting

Because the bird was so weak | booked myselfinto a mote!
for the night so | could allow it to rest, and monitar it before
the trip back to Wingspan. | remembered nine years ago
when wed collected Tahi

with 2 broken wing, shed kept
me awake in my matel room most of the night shuffling
aboutin her crate This bird was different, a few shuffles as
if changing position. but much, much quieter, | was very
worricdabouther,

| managed a bit of sleep but awake the next morning

feari <1, but was pleasant ]
ativebutlookingveryweal

One h t riingspan.
1 drove very carefully with my precious cargo, checking
every halfhour ar soon how it was going. I pulled overand
gave her my last check at Matamata, she was resting
quietly. I tald heronlyan hourto goandweidbe home:

I pulledinto Wingspanand when I reached i ta ift her box
out h i

wasstillsoftandwarm. Wewereall devastated.

F Matth

barnowl
was found in a loeal backyard but had subsequently died,

hed for mortgage |1}

&

Thenew Wingspan Home will allowan intimite experience

with conservation, and provide practical biodiversity

solutions for horne backyards, our backyards. Take home

ility, energy use

alternatives, pest contral, planting. clean water, recycling,

and energy efficiency: Aspirations to allow more people to
land birdsof prey, and provide;

Y a more broader cultural and ecosystem based
learningenvironmentfor visitors

improved captive management and research
& facilities to support aur in-situ conservation
programme
facilities for Wingspan to better suppart its
& education and research partners through its
national outreach programme, and

g Sustainable revenue base forthe conservation
andeducationworkafthe Trust

/ S— o
’ Ngati Whakane Tribal Lands

KAINGAROA
TIMBERLANDS

hedkeepthespecimeninhis freezer formeta collecton my
nexttripthrough

He didr't have tawait long, nine days later on the maming
of Augusta, Kevin callsagaintosayan injured barn owl has
been found on a roadside in east Kaitaia, and he's going 1o
upliftitthatevening Loaking at the photos he'd been sent
and had passed ontn Wingspan, we both excitedly agreed,
the bird [poked fike 4 male, Mot having any food forit, 1 tell
him Fll come through immediately and will bring some
withme,
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NG 25 YEARS

CELEBRALING 25 YEARS

vy i anerial
s to capture i

Now inits fifth consecutive year,'Gn the Wing, the first
city release of a threatened species, continues to be a
successful conservationinitiative,

Oftheseven falcons released from the top of the Rotorua
Museum in the Government Cardens, there have been
0 particular faleans that have kept our attention, We
them personally for a number of years now,
indeed, fram when they were eggs! Both were captive
bredatWingspan from parentsthatcould notbe releas
duetopermanentinjuries.

d the nest

Prass

lical papers and through secial

iritten for newsletters, researd
the piir from a safe distance. larg
he general area. and 4 trail

lytakes the prey in mid i and flies
with dinnerteussed firmb

ent:
atu and
ahunt Too iigh, aftar those chick
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The Kirearea falcon, is a threatened protected species
that is only found in New Zealand. Widespread habitat-
loss has been identified as one factor in the decline of

someplantation forests.

Wingspan can back this with sound experience and

i St Th 5% havabigh e elansivies dnd
are & great place for yaung falcons to start learning ta fly
and hunt. They will start by jumping up and elimbing onto
logs. and eventually flying up to the bigger trees. They
chase insects and small birds. and the parent birds
encourage theirchicksto chase them holding food in their
talons, or they deliver food to the nest, It pays to be the
biggest,loudestandfastestfaiconchickinthenest.

robust academic research. Staff and have
been menitoring falcons within Kaingaroa Forest for
basis,

area as one of the longest continual manitoring
conservation projects in New Zealand - the research
supported by two PhD studies, a Masters, Post-graduate

work,

Karearea evolved in New Zealand without mammal pests
such a¢ feral cats, rats, possums, stoats and hedgehogs
Because of this, they often lay their eggson the groundina
“serapel ar nest which makes their eggs and small chicks
vulnerableto beingattacked.

The reason Karearea choose to live in pine forests is that
new plantings and mature trees are used by the birds
throughout their lives. The tall mature trees are great
vantage points for falcons to watch over their teritory, and
watchforfoodwhunt,

The 'cut over' areas, where trees have been cut down, are
perfect for faleans tonestin because they kave lots af itcle

16| CELEBRAIIRG 2.5 YEA

Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) is an international,
based in

non-gavernm
Cermanywith112membercountries.

FSC pramaotes sustainable, holistic farest management. It
it hwas

knewn to be hastening climate change and destroying
habitatsof peopleandwildlife

According 1o FSC Australia and New Zealand CEO Adam
Beaumant, New Zealand is one of the foremaost FSC
certified countries in the warld in terms of wood supply,
and paperproducts.

FORESTS
FOR ALL
FOREVER

The discovery of faleons br
significant implications for the conservation of this
spectacular species, Plantation foresters that manage
their estates to benefit biodiversity, especially threatened
species like the falcan, stand to gain by meeting Forest
Stewardship Certification (FSC) requirements and by
reinforcing their public image as responsible
environmental stewards. In short, this means that
international markets, and buyers, for wood and paper
products can have confidence that conservation and
environrentalstandardsare inplace

n pine plantations has

berlands

Wingspan is in partnership with Kaingaroa
supporting Karearea, The NewZealand falcon is'the panda
of the forest and in terms of recognising that birds of prey
are the barameters of the environment, the falcons have
become the'coalmine canaries.

Every year Wingspan is approached by FSC audirors, such
h group Scion'about

for an endemic species. There are three other sign offs for

forest estate managers in the North Island, along with

communications with the New Zezland Forest Owners

Association

The falcans habit afnesting on the ground can on oecasion
resultin forestry op disturbing: i

On the rare oceasion that forestry operations encaunter
nesting faleons, protocols are followed to mitigate any
potentiallynegativeeffects

Negative impacts ta falcon breeding can occur when
mechanical operations such as tree harvesting, road
construction (including skid sites), ar land preparation
(e.g. wind rowing} occur near an active falcon nest causing.
disturbance at the nest or of the adult birds. This is
especially the case during the time that fzlcons are
incubating eggs or brooding young that are less than two.
weeksold.

1o aveld impacting falcon breeding success, forest
managers that all mechanical 1
excluded from within 200m (line of sight of 2 falcon nest
for thewholetimeduring'nesting sensitivity,

Checkautthe Wingspan website formore information

http: fjwingspan.co.nz/PDF/Forestry-Management-
Protocols-final.pdf

Research by Micah Scholer

Human modified landscapes are everywhere around us
from the urban and rural centers in which we live to the

VOLUME 21, 2017 | 17

The mest important predictor of falcon nests was the
amount of cleared and young forest (= 5 years of ) within
soom, Encountering a falcon nest increased steadily with
increasing amount of cleared and young pine until at least

nations. A key aspect of conservation of plants and

along with existing natural habitats, can be used or

pecies.
value of commerdial pine plantations as habitat for native

N il i plintati 5 i ¢
the country's tatal forest cover: a good amount of potential
habitat! Mast plantations consist of just a single tree
species, typically Radiata Pine, and are managed as even-

d ds. After ars of ag: dy for harvest
and are clear-felled leaving a mosaic of different age blocks
ol pineacross thelandscape

For the Mew Zealand Bush Falcon, this is good news. Bush
falcons have been found to nest on or near the ground in
recently cut pine stands where they use the surrounding
open areas and edges of older-aged forests to hunt
songbirds. Since the1550's Wingspan has helped monitor
populations of falcons breeding in one of the largest pine
plantations in the southern hemisphere: Kaingarea Forest.
This work has resulted in the lacation af more than 200
activenests over the years,

Here is where | come into the picture. | am 3 graduate
student studying avian canservation at the University of
British Columbia in vancouver, Canada. Until now | was
familiar with most conservation success stories involving
the setting aside of large tracks of protected land, restaring
,ar i thereaf. T
and message were usually the same: things had to be as
cloce back to the way they used to be in order for
conservation to work. But here was a falcon, once
threarened with loss of habitat, now making a go at nesting
in nan-native forests and feeding primarlly off ofintroduced
European hirds and mammals. What?! 1was intriguad and
wanted to find out more about this conservation stary. My
goal was to team up with Wingspan and Kaingaroa
Timberlands, the managers of Kaingaroa Forest, to help
understand what features of the landscape falcons might be
using toselect wheee they put their nests in these human-
modified landscapes.

To accomplish this, | chose different measurements that
characterised where nests were found and where they were
not. These measurements were either related to
topography, such as elevation and aspect, forest structure
and age, such as the amount of cleared forest surraunding
each nest, or level of disturbance, such as the distance of 2
nest to the nearest trafficked road. | combined 11 such
! m known nest| i hich
best explained the patterns of nest accurrence in Kaingaroa
Forest

0% onsistedofthis land cover type. This
finding supports the work of other researchers of New
Zealand Bush Falcons who also indicated that cleared and.
young pinewereassoriated with falcan nests.

In order to help identify where these potentially goad
nesting areas were in Kaingaroa, | developed a map
combining the different landscape messurernents in
Geographic Infarmation Sysiem. The resulting map uses
what we know of where falcons have put their nests in the
past to make predictions about where they will be found in

f (Figure1). o
high probability of a nest occurring while those areas in
greenareless likelyto havenests

ithin learfellareas, ather factors il
the ruggedness of the terrain determine where falcons
chose to put their nests, Providing forest managers with
maps like this can help them avoid disturbing nesting
falcons during the breeding season and improve the
efficlencyof nest manitoring e fforts

Canserving biodiversity cannot be accomplished solely by
relying on areas that have been se aside or designated a5
pratected and partnerships such as those between
Wingspan and Kaingarca Timberlands are 2 great example
of how industry and conservation arganisations can work
tagether to keep birds like the New Zealand Falcon flying
high

e e s o Hodts P 1Ko test e st o e
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Zealand. Most of us are privy to the devastation and
that many i ian pest
species have left in their wake since the moment they
arrived. Each year alone it has been estimated that
around 25 million birds, including Ruru, Kahu and
Karearea,arekilledasa resultofintroducedpests.

In less than 250 years, nearly half of New Zealand's
i beenwiped f I
behind only stories and legends of ‘what once was,
includinga few unique birds ofprey-the Laughing 0wl and
Eyle'sHarrier

Despite these catastrophic consequences, many people
today are doing some incredible work to ensure that no
more of our unique birdlife is lost, This has led toa flurey of
new slogans and campaigns including bringing back the
Dawn Chorus and Battle of the Birds, One mare recent
campaign has included a predator-free NZ by 2050, It is
understandable that most introduced pests are indeed
predators, however the titfe of being 'Predator Free' is
misleading and Isnt an accurate representation of what
New Zealand was like before any invasion of pests, There
wera in fact predators — just more the feathery kind. This
included the legendary Haast eagle, New Zealand falcon,
hawksand owis, all of whomare predators.

Our pointis simply that being Pest Free'isa more accurate
representatian of where we would like 1o see New Zealand

atsamegointinthe future

Wingspan itself has been active in eradicating pests for

some time now. This has included trapping rodents,
magpies, feral cats, possums, even the removal of three
huge wasp nests. However, after the sad loss of one of aur
belaved harriers, we decided to initiate a more structured
on-site Pest Eradication Programme (PEP). This has
ineluded the set-up of various snap traps and tunnel traps
around our centre, which seem to be showing signs of

increased success. Atthe end of summer, overa two-manth
h

periodafinitiating g
well over 40 introduced pests, including five ferrets and
onestoat.

Our rain aim s to pratectour birds here on-site. However,
our actions will leave a much broader impression, or‘halo
effect’, impacting the environment surrounding us.

PEP issmall, essentlally
the 45 pests that we caught are 40 less wreaking havac out
there and 40 less that will breed and increase their

numbersinthefurure.

Even now, many have started to notice that with the
constant trapping of possums and feral cats and now the
removal of ferrets and stoats, local biodiversity and the
native wildlife around the Wingspan site has started to
return, From wild mareporks ta nesting White faced
herons and kingfishers and even the occasional visits by
kaka and kereri, We've had the odd visit from other wild
falcons. large flocks ofwax-¢yes and the most recent being
h inth il i

Itistruethatthe government's goal to have NZ pestfree by
2050 issomewhat ambitious but Wingspanis keen tajump
onboardanddoit'ssmallpartin getting NZthere. Afterall

o .

2000 W Wa, g
a \_\

if everyone did their own small PEP project at home then
notonly wouldwe he wellan ourway to bringing back that
incredible Dawn Chorus that Joseph Banks mentioned
almost 250 years ago, but wed be giving New Zealand
raptors & fighting chance and a very bright future. In this
way, even our i Il get

embraceournative biodiversity.

'@ KeyIndustries

A protecting peagle, crops and native species

for trapping contributins
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Just like meny people you'll meet when you
walk through the doors here at Wingspan, I've
always had a faceination and intrigue sbout
theworld thatwe live in.

@rowing up, my family and I moved around a
lot. With cach now place that we called home we
found countless opportunitiés to 88 new -

planer, make new friends and experience the

diffarent oultures, customs and lsngusges.
Each day was an adventure for myself and my
siblings. Yet the part that Irelizhed the most
was the discovery of new and exeiting fauna
and flora in the backyard. Whether it was
Tooking under racks £oT acorpions in the dry
and open savanmahs of Africs or watching
small songbirds f1y acroes the rolling green
‘hillsof Ireland, my home war always in nature.

When we arrived in Aotearoam, a whole cther
world opened up for me. Bith a passion to learn
shout the strange and unique creatures of the
world, T came to realiss thei New Zealand was
in & lesgue unto its own. There wors snails
tast slurped up worme for tea; large,
Tlightless, peach smelling nocturnal parrots;
frogs that have no tadpole stage; and sven
lizards with o third “eye” on the top of its
‘head! It was a 1and dominated by birds soms ot
which were found nowhera elee in the world..
feriously, what s fantastic place to be!

An old ssying that we alwaye used growing up
was “Home is where the heart i5” As I learned
more shout New Zealand's wildlife, my heart
grew all the fonder of this incredible land. So
much so, 1 became concerned when 1 reslised
how mueh of it was under threat. As soon as L
Tinighied school I made it my goal to learn more
and went siraignt into furtner studies I
roalised that if wa wanted to care for and
protect our environment, then we nesded to
know how it worksand operate by its rules.

ot far into my fizet year at Tol-Ohomal, my
tutor recommended that Iaign up for o week of
volunteer work st Wingspsn Naticnsl Bird of
Frey Centre. Intrigued, I did and I found
myself falling in love with the birds and the

£y
e

LOCALHERO - NOELHYDE

As partof the Kiwibank New Zealander of the Year Awards
2017, everyday people doing exceptional things were the
taast of the town as Rotarua honoured its very own “Local
Heroes”

With a0 years' experience, Noel Hyde is one of New
Zealand's most talented and well-respected wildlife
taxidermists. Heisalso one of NewZealand's Airstresearch
museurn preperators having campleted more than 3,000
specimens.

Nael was chairman of Wingspan National Bird of Prey
Centre from 2008-2014 and he remains invalved as a
Trustee.

Heis a recognised expert in feather identification and has
completed research and education taxidermy prajects far
Te Papa and other museums around the country. His
expertise has alsa been sought after by the Department of
Canservationand Kelly Tarltor's.

Naelis also 2 published authorand co-authar of academic
research papers and has represented Wingspan and New

prorresear

Very mucha specialistin his field, Noel has made his name:
ona global scale and his commitment to wildlife here in
New Zealand makes him a local hero to many in the
Ratoruaregion
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Kirsten Pearse - Research/Volunteer Co-ordinator

miseion that Wingepan pursues, thet for almost
four years after, I just kept coming beck. I took
every excuse and oppertunity I possibly could to
visit or volunteer between my studiss and work.
Learning about the snoient srt of falconry,
conservation of New Zealand's raptors and of
course watching ¥ew Zealand’s fastest bird teke
to the giies - who wouldn't want to keep coming
back!

Just before I was set to graduste from Weiksto
University in 2016, T was approsched for an
oppertunity of & 1ite time - asked 3 I would be
keen to join the tean at Wingepan T still romember
being taken back, having no words to esy. I stood.
staring like a deer in the beadlights. As
‘professlonally as I possibly could, I smiled and
said that It would be amazing and that I would be
‘honoured to.

Now the youngest full-time member of the
Wingepan Fhanau and the new “Byass” of the team,
svery day is full of riew experiences, craliengea,
and of courss, clever, crafty Eérearca purc to
keep you on your toes! If ‘Home is where the heart
i, then mins is with Wingepan, the birds and the
people that work here.

"0ri 1and and {n the soa, our fore-fathers Lived and survived
in this ooviremment. They were able 1o do &0 because thay
FP00gTIBed 26 16 0 CansaTYE 1t £ take TX6m it Only WhAL
they nosded to Live, snd o preserve it for succseding
generations”
“Braikh Zayed Bin Sultan AL ¥atiyan

talking the falcans of
il

has tirelessly looked out for and protected,
photagraphed, monitored, and recorded the.
breeding activity af numbers of karearea NZ falcon.

forest and when she tells husband Rager shell be
backin half an hous, he rolls his eyes 4 hours later.
she'sbark!

LAKE CHALICE

PR —

NNy

Losking at wine from a different perspective.

F LakeChaliceWines

B LakeChaliceWines W Lake_Chalice

454(013 572 9327, winedHakechalca com v iaxechalice.com

MILLENNILM

T+64(0) 7 347 1234

Enthusiastic supporter of Wingspan
and absolute sponsor of Millie

Perfectly situated overlooking Lake Rotorua and Polynesian Spa.
Ask about a free Local’s Card with discounts throughout the hotel.

Corner Eruera & Hinemaru Streets, Rotorua Central

nz. E

‘WHISPER-GORDON PEMERIDGE
| Award winning artist Cordan Pembridge (2nd placement
inthe 2017 Easter Show) has Whisper prints farsale an-site
| at Wingspan. Head in to have a closer ook at these
| amazingartworkprints,

fundraising art

theacrylic




SORRY OFFICER -1 WAS NOT SPEEDING!

A special appearance by Fran the Australasian harier in
Ohakune, with Sergeant Michag| Craigof the New Zealand
PoliceandNoel Hyde, Noticketissued
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TEAWAMUTU PRIMARY SCHOOL

Te Awamutu Primary School launched’ their new school
mascot earlier this year, a kirearea named 'Manaaki. The
introduction of this new sc

a0l mascot envisaged to help
students connect to the school motto and values. The
school motto is *Kia Kaha - Be Strong, and links directly
with the wild karearea, New Zealand falcons at Kakepul
Reserve, Mount Porongia. and Maungatautari Sanctuary.

Furtherarelationship between Wingspan and theschool's
senior leaders is to be an annual event, where Year 6
(amazing 10/11 year old students) are to be ambassadors
for the falcon, and will have a kirearea experience at
Wingspan aempowerthemasleaders.

RUAPEHU COLLECEVISIT

CACTUS is a well prog

nationwide with a record of developing high schaol
students' physical and mental wellbeing, and assisting
youth in their personal development. The programme
includes project partners New Zealand Police and New
Zealand kingclasely ollege

As partof this programme, guest speakers as mentors, are
invited to participate o share stories and challenge the
students so they find their purpose, pursue thelr dreams,
and grasp their self-worth. Ta this end, Wingspan
representatives Noel Hyde and DebbieStewartalongwith
“Frar', gave 2 special surprlse appearance supporting the
programme.
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smallstaffteam, h

vital part of the Wingspan programme right from the
beginning. This year alone we have recorded well over
800 hours of volunteer work, the highest it's been! We've
also had a great number of off-site volunteers and
supporters who have provided an immense effort with

To all those who have sacrificed their time and dedicated

their days to helping Wingspan and the canservation of

WewZealand's birds of prey, we saluteyou! You have been
i Beith 4 Jdntt

aretodaywithoutyou

wings

Special thanks to the staff and volunteers of Rotorua
Museurn wha have far five years, watched out for, and
supplementary fed the 'On the Wing’ falcons in the
groundsofthe CovernmentGardens.

A big thanks to our research volunteers Betey Shephard,
Steve Lawrence and Micah Scholer, Betty Shepherd has
continued to dedicate her time to keeping a watchful eye
ver our ‘Redwaod Farest' falcan families and keeping us
well informed. We've enjoyed hearing all about her
amazing experiences watching each juvenile grow and
quickly take to the skies, You
and we can sleap at ease kn
keeepingawatchfuleyeonour belo

an inspiration to us Betty
ng that youre out there
d falcans

Miczh Scholer,a research student over from the University
of British Columbia, Canada, has dedicated time into
researching New Zealand falcons, Micah spent two
36| CELE
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Kirsten Pearse

Euery vear Wingspan rec

|- many passignate f

months with Wingspan, both on-site and off-site.
captivated ta learn more about falcon and their nest sites
During this time he quickly integrated to become a part of
theWingspanWhanau! Thanks Micah forall yourworkand
insight and we wish you all the best with the rest of your
studies.

Kirsten Pearse

alsoextend foad & things
we peed! Each year, food items are danared to feed our birds
Indeed, the hunrers help the hunters, with food irems stch as
duck, pukeko, feral pigeens, sabbits and hare and various other
It=msbeingdanated sachyoar

Equipment: i Chicl (UK - Radio telemetry. Gus Knopers - Pest
traps

Food: Ric Broadburst. Bobby smith, Wil Simakins (for mice
donatiens for gur owls), Hillary Priar, Rachel Lang, Madison
Letgh, Nigel Wadham, Ran Watss. Gabby and £yall Keyte, Richard
Mallison, Peter Ellery, Shirley McCregor, Dave Hutchings, Gabby
SLyall Keyte, Chrisvan Beek, Fish & Game staft

Services-Jas enCompler Systems

Reail; Black Stallion Phatography - canvas and calendars,
Wendy Gandwin - artwork and gift cards, John Geal - Pens &
umbrellas

Fp e

W ZEALAND

BLACK STALLIGN PHOTOGRAPHY
Pilibafiisgro 7o Vadoer

Danated Photography

Useofaff-siteaviaries

smostofuswill kno

leftoutin the wildso having the oppartunity to see one in

your own backyard is 2 very special experience indeed!

beingapart
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n-site Vo s
Megan Abbatt, Shelly McGowan, Rachel Lee, Lisa Bearsley,
Audrea Cariglio, Danielle Murphy, Lorenza Gariglio, Jarred Caok,
Talia Dent, Zoe Mackness, Jason Wills, Amy Taylor,
Marion Fitzsimon

alien
icah Scholer, Shane McPherson

Steve Lawrence,
Betty Shepherd and Bud Anderson

FEBRUARY-2617

Whileat Ha rSymgsfmuurw:dd|nganmvusary.we

went on a walk to the top of Mount tsabel which was
__fantastic. But what made it even more defightfil was
_ seeing a pair of Karearea flying around making a loud

rackus Lwas great. What ws great to see wiss that nuL

ghdlﬂ
bauit Iwalkedafong the track
 great to beable toshare with the other people - walking on
the track, 2 Lm?eufws r knowledge uF the birds who ho wer

!

|
|
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i
e
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!

i

|

|
i
i
i

SEPTEMBER 2016
 Faleon sighted flying slowly west just above tree height;
_ veryi withother
raptors: This may be old hat to; you but its the first falcan
I'vesightedinthisareasince3s plusyears ago.
SPOTTER-ADRIAN RICKARDS, TURANGI

away followed by its castaffollowers. We didrtnoticeany
bandsonitslegs: Sopretty. 3
SPOTTER-WAYNEMILLER,LAKE TARAWERA
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fut one day
{ Kakite was
discovered,

Z5 YRARS

] E 40/ CELEIRATING

Sponsarship of wild raptors helps contribute to
Wingspan's work in the wild including nest monitoring,
rescues and releases. We thank the following members
fortheirsupport.

WHAKAREWAREWA FALCONS:
Reid Samson (gifted by Victoria Allwood)
Julith Bowen
InanyaClark
Robin&DoreenCutts
Donovan Kelso (gifted by Kate Williams)
Pillington Family
PanPacific Travel -Auckland

KAINGAROAFALCONS:
IulieLoveridge

MARLBOROUGH FALCONS:
Leanne McLean
Stephen & Sandraking
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i
broken [eH wing

WINGSPAN

NATIONAL BIRD OF PREY CENTRE

e was then delivertd to Wingspan for some

rest and the et stage of bis rehabilitation

kﬂk €
ecame & star
in th daily
tying display
at Wingspan

rehabilitation which involves
using {ried and tested
Falconey el

his-old iy
howed barely any
signs of slowing

im down — he t

came

an avid hunter daring
our 2pm display

brought into Wingspan by Shane O'Driscoll. It is
suspected the bird had been hit by a car. His initial

wasslowin hisresponises.

Hewas weak at first and needing help to eat over the first
few days, but his responses started to quicken with a lot of
carefromthe Wingspan team. Coodnews!

He rested at Wingspan for three weeks, and was well fed
during his recovery, As his condition improved he was
moved into  larger aviary space. to test his flight prior to
release. Given the'allclear' we called Shane with the great
news

Ifyouareeveraround the Dansey Road area, Mamaku, and
you hear the call of a ruru, there is a good chance it is this
little fellow.

(ecently, the call of the wild was more
tha his need for Wangspan & we kniow he
¢ wish him well

Marighteye and Malefteye are twio little owls that were
relocated from Oxford Bird Rescue to Wingspan during
February, 2017. They are un-related but both have
something in comman. Both birds have severe eye
darriage.

Malefteye was found just autside of Ashburtom,sitting on
the ground at a residential address. The left ye was
completelyclosed and weightlow

Marighteyewas treated fora blow to the head before belng
transferred to Wingspan and has a bad injury to the right
eye

Both birds are now resting comfortably under the care of
the'Wingspanteam
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Falcons

Archa@

Follawing a severe magpie attack, Aroha was given

veterinary attention, and eared for by Russell and May
nctuary)inlnvercargill.Sh dat

Wingspan in Deties 2016, and housed with Wink as 2

potential breeding pair. It was the beginning of a

i i A

falcon in her first year, their initial pairing was successful

¥, sponsors i (Cold), David and Sara
Rogers (Bronze)

Avyola @
Found on a farm in Maungstus, Otigo, Avola was
faund withinjuries of unknown cause: unabletostand
& upright or Flv Perrrnrventd\sab\\lly has pmenn-d her

Sponsors- Charles Feast (Gold),Genevieve Foreman
(Gold)

Hamdamd
‘Romed to Avyols, Hamdam was rescued as 4 chick from
Otago in 2013. His princely charm matches his royal
namesake. named in henour of Sheikh Hamdam, the
Crown prince of Dubai, where falconry has a very rich
sttmand:ulxureuh CoDyears,

(Gold), Bronze; Caroline Rog
(Bronze), Irma Swanepoel (Bronze)

Hisangd

Ananly child from the second dlutch of Rita & Lee in 2a15,
Hisan is now one of the main flight display falcons 3t
Wingspan, and wows the crawds with his speed, strategy

46| CHRLENUATTRG 5. VEARS

and altitude. In Arabic, ‘Hisan' translates to hc-rse’whl(h

matches perfectly with hissponsarsat' Brum:u s
K

Joseph Yap Kai Yang (-:omrlhul\m

Jimmy 3
FoundatOtorohanga with adislocated beak, Jimmy wasin
poor condition and unable ta feed properly. While his

condition improved and he regained srength heis unable

be released and is now part of

withpartner Kaha.
Absolute sponsor - Jan Wilkins

Julz@

In 2008, Julz was found in Kaingaroa Forest with 2 broken
wing after striking a deer fence. Unable to make a full
recovery to regain her flight, she has heen part of the
breeding programme where she has raised many falcon
chicks

Sponsors-Chrisand Enkhjargal Morgan (Gold),

Kir Murdie (Bronze), Craig Irving (Bronze)

Kaha @
Found injured in Wellington, Kaha was cared for by vets at
Wellington Zoo where they inserted a metal pin to repair
her broken wing. Kaha repartedly was very ‘feisty’ to zoo
staffso was given the nickname 'kia kaha due to herstrong
nature. She has since been paired with Jimmy, and early
indications of courtship suggest they may be'suceessful in
the2oz-2mebreedingseason

L

Kakited

abrok 2wk . Kakite
was taken to Wildbase, Massey Vets in Palmerston North
Ka kite was transferred to Wingspan where he was
provided with training for fitness to prepare him for

release: atWingspan forthe
flying displays. nJuly, Ka ki 1d,the call
of nature bigger than his need for Wingspan, and last seen
i i d I | inParadise Vall

Sponsors- Archaeology Resources (Gold), Te Uranga B2
Inc(Gold), Gillian Abbott (Bronze), Preeti Kundalin
(contributing)

Koa

Rescued from Whakarewarewa Forest last year as an egg
and artificially incubated and hatched at Wingspan. A
complicated hatch that required assistance, Koa started
life as a special falcon. Afer winter, Koa will be trained to
develop hunting skills, with fitness and muscle
conditioning

Leed

fram
during the 2014 breeding season; brother Quentin and
sister Bindy were released into the wild, however at only
eight menths of age, Lee became a father to three chicks,
and set the record as Wingspan's youngest ever breeding
falcon. Lee continues as part of the falcon breeding
programme and iscurrently paired withJulz.
Absolute sponsor - Beverley Cuy

Millennium (aka“Millie”) @

Regarded as our resident drama queen , Millie was
originally bred at Wingspan and hand reared. Millie has
been ane af the star performers at Wingspan, delighting
visiters in ih= daily ﬂymgdlsp\:lys howeverdue toherage
and
Sponsors - Millennium Hotel Rotorua (Cold), Mark and

Majod
g

P atWingsp a

ane day of age, Mojo was hand reared by Wingspan staff
and is now part of our education programme and often
taken offsite to schools or special presentations,
Charismatic and full of persanality, Moje never fails to
enthral and delight, possibly one of our fastest falcons on
thewing, heisa'spitfire’!

Spansors -Charlie Foster and Tracey Wheeler (Silver),

Darin (Bronze)

ShaheenaTetsuko @

Shaheena is an Arabic name for falcon, and Tetsuko a

Japanese word meaning Lady of Steel' Shaheena remains

anadvocacy bird, and is marked by fame. She isone of the

falcons pictured on the new NZ$26 banknates, and even

made an appearance by special invitation to Government
i and

Sponsors-Garry and Erin Burt (Gold), James McCarthy
{Gold), Carolina Rogers (contributing) Hayden and
Hamish Chapman (contributing)
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Siren @
Rescued asachickartjustsdaysold fram Kaingaroainzoi6,
Siren is currently being trained as an ambassader and

word Tahiis Maori for‘one” which Is very fitting for this very
specialand uniguebird
Sponsors — Gary & Annette Hall (Cold), Nadine

now resicles at Wingspan where he is an advocate and
forhiskind Boomer, being short for
i W

1 far herkind. Learning techniquesof
flight Siren will soon bea part afthe daily displays, where
shewillcaptivate and educatethe publican the threatsand
wulnerability of these spectacular and dynamic
endangered birds.

AbsoluteSpansor-KathMdndoe

Stellag
Captive bred at Wingspan by Ali and Wink, Stella was
releasedinWanaka inthe South Island. Butafterthreedays
i the wild, she was found with 2 beak injury and needed

J longer captive care. She is currently being cared for and
flown by Noel Hyde.

Absolute Sponsor-Noel &AliLamberton

Winkd

Winkwas found ina wild falcon nestin 2008, in Waihopal
(South Island) with a stick protruding from his eye! He has
sincerecavered fram his injuryand hasretained mostof his
wision, but still net encugh to release him back into the.
wild, However, Wink has a very nurturing and prozective
spirit that has helped him 1o become a very successful
father taa number of amazing captive bred chicks here at
Wingspan,

Sponsors - Brian & Les Turner (Cold), Lindsay & Alison
Moore (Silver), Stephen & Sandra King (Bronze) and Kes |
Baker (Contributing)

Absolute Sponsar-CaelBlack

Fran

Found in March 2010, in Merrinsvilte, Fran arrived at
Wingspan starving and unable ta fly. Nursed back to
health, her tractable nature made her perfect fortraining.
education and advecacy. Fran is named in memory of the
late Dr Frances Hamerstrom, a famous faleoner and
biologistwhospent2s years studying harriers in Northern
Wisconsin, USA

Morepork

Nestord

Amazingly, Nestorwas found by a kayaker as a young bird,

floating in the Tongariro River in 2004! After recoveringin

Wainuiomata he was transferred to Wingspan to become
artof! i He hashby

one af the oldest and wisest of the Greek Kings, Nestor of

Cerenia, quite fiting forawise olclowl!

Spansors- Mary Staal (Gold), Adams Family

(Contributing)

e

Wairuru @

In 2005, Wairuu was found with a broken wing in Taupo.
Unable (o be released due to permanent damage, Wairuru
was brought into Wingspan where she was paired with
Nestorinourbreeding programme.

Sponsors- Maxine Powick (Silver), Heather Boaler
(Bronze), Archaeology Resources (Bronze)

Whetu-KuraAldeberan

Brought in from Tauranga at just a few weeks old in
December 2016, Whetu is the rising new star here at
Wingspan. With a charming and charismatic personality,
Whetu is one of our newest morepork ambassadors and
advocates on-site. While captivating audiences of both

young and old, Whetu s sure to inspire, educate and raise
BarnOwls warenessoftheds facingaur Bt neitins
Bubod today,

Buboisoneof only three captive barn owls inNew Zealand i

He was rescued from Kaitaia where he was discovered on

the roadside with a dislorated wing. He received some | Whisper@

much-needed care and rehabilitation at Wingspan
Unzble to fly very well, Bubs has been paired up with Tahi,

Whisperwasfound in 2007 inanabandaned nestasan egg
by farestry contractors in Kaingaroa Forest, She was.
antificially incubated then hand raised. Whisper remains

for aur cap ng This will hel
the future success of aselfsustaining captive popul f
barnowlsinNew Zealand

Absolute. i

Maramad

Marama was discovered in the wild in July, 2016. Lifeless
and in & torpor state after having succumbed to the cold, |
Marama was found by Noel who warmed her back up by |
cradling her under his jumper. After some intensive care, |
Mararmaslowly but surely crept bacl from the brink andis |
now Fully recovered. We are hoping that Marama will soon
beapartofthe captive breeding programme.

Absolute Sponsor-Debbie Harwood

Tahi@

Found in 2004 on farmland in Kaitaia with a severely |
broken leftwing; Tahi had te undergo serveral attempts to
repair the wing, unfortunately all were unsuccessful. The |

thefriend park hereat d hasproved
countless times that she is an excellent foster mother for
otherruru chicks.

Harriers

AmberQ

Amber arrived al Wingspan as a young bird in early 2015
ARerabitof training with staff, Amber is now botha flying.
and hunting bird, enjoying the thrill of getting out on the

wingandtacklingprey.

Boomerd

Was found injured and brought into Wingspan for some
TLC. After & full recovery and getting a little weight an,
Baomer was soon released. Unfortunately, two days later
he was backatWingspan after being hit by a motorbike. He
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Ozzy, 242 grams of connections; 12 years' worth that has.
marked his time. marked the Wingspan journey, but also,
persanally matkedmylife.

tam rhlect by hOz hehas
been an ambassador for his species, & Career kirearea for
Wingspan. But on a personal level - as his handles, his
trainer- ourpartnershipwasso much more.

His life has marked more than 12 years. Ozzy has marked
ylife andour Wingspanlives

Bred by Steve and Yvette Lawrence in Upper Hutt, Son of
father Ford) and mother Jess' The irony. Ford was a male
faleon | rehabilitated in the early years of Wingspan
gstablishment, and Jess was 3 bird Noel hiad redred and
trained in Wellington, But Oz was achick aot faring well.

Called 'Ozzy’ by his first y
hisfeet withanattitude problem.

2 is speci the
flying displays at Wingspan centre since it opened in
2008,

7, By calculation, 150,000 visitors had seen him, 4,000
B flying displays undar his wings, around 20,000 visitors
eid him on the gauntlet (and sometimes their heads}
Held by the famous and infamous (2 Lord, some
moguls, movie stars, Wingspan's peers and
mentors) the bigkids, and thelirtle kids.

{with Weta Worksh the s

W Tintin) on the TV, videos and YouTube, 11 times
intermewed, 3 complete tail replacements, and a New
Zealandfalconwith asenseofhumour.

Through the months of October and November during his
flying displays, Ozzy had been showing a lot of territorial
behaviour, more than usual, ar ever befare. It was
‘controlled airspace chasinganylarger birdsaway

In spring time vigour, he would attempt to make a scrape
{nest)ina half-turned wine barrel, ora convenient patch of
long grassinthe displayarca

But, an the 24th of November 2016, on a hotday, he flew off
an ‘patral he carved the blue sky. Impressive flights and
stoops by distance and height, and prowess. but then flew
fram sightand missinginactionever since

501 CHLPBRATIRG 25 YRARS

drvehorme,

*
W reared him, sunned i
ruled the internal atridméof
taught himta fly, wetdughtl

Despite, lnoking ot for him and waiting for his retum, our
hopesfaded.

We can take 1o heart that at 12 years old he outlived any
ather male falcon in the wild, and that his final resting
place,wasinthewild,

Without question, he has been such an advocate for his
species.

Within New Zealand there have been many staries of
named wildlife that have captured our imaginations. We
Know thern by personal encounters, ar by their stories. We
have all warmed (o the celebrated examples, the likes of
‘01d 8lue' for Chatham istand Rabin, or Richard Henry. or
'Sirrocee’ Kakapoas advocates for theirspecies.

Forlarearea NZ falcon, wenaminate Oz, Oswald
Advocate
Ambassador.

musicians, jes
thousan

parents

t male falcon
cttimeOzzy had
ok four ye
dering gumirees.
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Graphic an;n

DUDFIELD BRYCE

Helping Wingspan's conservation programme are a
numberofassociates, cademicand promational partners
Each provides a way to putour conservation, research and
key messages in front of new audiences, and wha
cantributetimear money [often both) for the cause.

Being a registered charitable trust, Wingspan does not
receive Covernmentarlocal body funding insupportafthe
raptor conservation programme. Essentially, Wingspanis
aprojectaboutbirdsof prey and peaple- t's aconservation
buy-in for us all, and collectively we all make  difference
fortheraptorsof New Zealand

Donations to the programmeare always welcomed and it's
easier than ever before! You can write aremail directly, or

Feris &
Prorr1ot/iors

| simply give us a call. Some members have organised

expilar lordirectoredi 1] ; il
o spivell gl Gyioeisiodiiavasssaniin dessior MILLENNIUM KDILEHM AMGDESIGN

|
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| erhs
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Wi Id like to makea I ment,
| ke KAINGAROA TMBERLANDS 7D KAINGAROA
for their continued support of falcon research

1 within Kaingaraa Forest and tawards the Tl MBER LAN DS
‘

We have all your branding sclutions covered
for more information and to view products visit

www.trendscollection.co.nz

Wingspan new centre.

Call John Deal on 0800 222 262 or 0274 985 362 Email john@idealpens.co.nz
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Gift Cards
Assorted Designs
by Wendy Goodwin

$5

Lined Notebooks & Bookmarks
fromge

-

Range of Hand Made
Falconry Bells

0% gg

HAAST EAGLE
Replica Talon Fossil
Falcon & Marepork design lightweight composite marerial
$35

Tumbleweed Tees

Visitinstareoronline fora wide
rangeof canvas prints by

BLACK STALLION PHOTOGRAPHY

Az Laminated .
Falcon & Morepark Wingspan Magnets

Growth Chart Posters NEW 2017 Range-16 to callect
§

A brand new range of haodies and tees featuring our
‘ Steampunk falcon design. Head online to wingspan.co.nz
Saft Toy Faleon & Ruru or papinto Wingspan to check out this new range of

withsound Wingspanapparel. Available in various sizes
from $20 Tees§60 Hoodies $90

Leather Keyring
Falconry Cloves and Hoods
$20
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RAPTOR EXPERIENCE

Aa extra *behind the scenes” hosted tour of our breeding.

research and display facility with 2 Wingspan falconer,

Perfect for those interested as an addition to the daily

fiying display. Baokings in advance are essential, as the
5 | ledail

i pe pergroup (ontop
ofgeneral Wingspan admission).

SCHOOLVISITS

Wingspan offers a unique educational experience for
students, Discounted rate of just $8.00 pet persan + $80
CraupBooling Fee.

DONATIONS

If you wish ta contribute towards the Wingspan
srogramme dorations are warmly welcomed. Donations
of$5.¢ ithi
WINGSPAN MEMBERSHIP

Wingspan membership includes the annual journal, a
special Wingspan menmbers badge upon Jaining, plus year
round complimentary admissian to the Wingspan
National Birdof Prey Centre. Individual membership $65,00
perannum. Familymembership $100 per annum (for couples
and familiesresiding at the some address).

SPONSORANEWZEALANDRAPTORATWINGSPAN
Narne: the bird (absolute sponsorship only), receive 2
spansarship phatograph, free admission to the Wingspan
National Bird of Prey Center for the year and special
acknowledgment in cur annual journal. Subject to
availability - call or visit Wingspan for mare infarmatian
,000. Gol . SitverSp
$200. Bronze Spansor$1a0.
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SPONSORAWILDNEWZEALAND FALCON
Name the bird, receive a photo, information on banding
plus free admission ta Wingspan National Bird of Prey
Centrefortheyear. $200. Subjecttoavailability-callorvisit
Wingspan for morenformation.

LIFETIMESUPPORTER

Includes the benefits of a Wingspan member and
supporter, including 4 lifetime subscription 1o the annual
journal, a very special Wingspan pin and complimentary
lifetimeadmissian, $1,000,

SPONSORANAVIA
Sponsorship is welcamed for specific raptor research
projects, rescued birds ar breeding pairs, This includes
naming rights. Farmal registration and signage withinthe
aviary facilities with logo branding. Specific project costs
on zpplication.  Limited availability. From $5,000 per

anatm.

WINGSPAN

HIDE DF FEET FOR GUR FUTIRE

WINGSPAN BIRD OF PREY TRUST
PO BOX 993
ROTORUA 3040
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