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POLICY
AND
OBJECTIVES
STATEMENTS

The Irish Hawking Club is dedicated
to the sport and practice of falconry
and to the conservation and dissemina-
tion of knowledge of birds of prey.
Membership is open to those, who
support or practice the pursuit of Fal-
conry to the highest standards and tra-
ditions. Objectives of the Club are;

To represent Falconry throughout Ire-
land and to foster International co-op-
eration in order to maintain the sport,
art and practice of taking quarry in its

natural state.

To preserve and encourage Falconry
within the context of sustainable and
judicious use of wildlife.

To foster good relations and co-opera-
tion with all National hunting organi-
sations with like objectives.

To encourage conservation, the eco-
logical and veterinary research of birds
of prey and to promote, under scien-
tific guidance, native propagation for
Falconry and the rehabilitation of in-
jured birds of prey.

To monitor National laws in order to
permit the pursuit and perpetuation of
falconry.

To require the observation of all laws
and regulations relating to falconry,
hunting, conservation and culture with
regard to the taking, import, and keep-
ing of birds of prey, the hunting of
quarry species and the right of access
to land.

To promote and uphold a positive

image of falconry with specialist or-
ganisations or statuary bodies which
regulate or otherwise affect falconry.




conry community will be inviting the world intfo its
sitting room to sample both our sport and our hos-
pitality. No pressure!

| t's all hotting up. In a matter of months, the Irish fal-

The hospitality we can guarantee at this point in time,
but only with your help. There will some 150-200
guests jetting in from around the world for the 47th
IAF Council of Delegates and AGM. The IHC will hold
a fieldmeet throughout the week as well as an inter-
national conference on sustainable use. We need
you the club member to come on board and be
part of this huge event and help make it something
that we will talk about for years and years to come.

As IAF Delegate, | have atftended a few of these
meetings and | can tell you they're huge fun. After
the business of IAF is taken care of, sport is enjoyed,
bread is broken and much, much laughter is had as
new friendships are forged with people from the
other side of the planet.

So much work is going into this. It is a week that will
mark the culmination of Irish falconry’s golden era.
Why would anyone nof want to be involved!

Finally, I hope you all enjoy this edition. Thanks again
to all the contributors. My final IHC Journal will be the
2016 edition which will be ready to accompany the
eventin November. The plan is to go out with a bang
so please get writing and send me what you pro-
duce as soon as possible!

Hilary White, IHC Journal Editor
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News and Updates

We always welcome piec

of info

— sightings, lost hawks, conservation matters etc — from members.

RAPTORWELFARE.ORG

ANEW website has been launched that pro-
vides detailed advice and information on uni-
versal guidelines for the care and welfare of
raptors.

Raptorwelfare.org is hugely important for fal-
coners everywhere from a public relations point
of view as it cements the fact that falconers not
only take great responsibility for the welfare of
their own birds and injured wild birds of prey,
but are also hugely knowledgeable about this as
well.

Please take a moment to visit the website, espe-
cially if you are keeping a number of birds. If
you know of any one starting out in Falconry, it
is vital that you put them in touch with the web-
site and ask them to familiarise themselves with
its content.

HEN HARRIER DECLINE

Hen Harrier populations in several Special
Protected Areas (SPAs) have fallen by 26.6
per cent since 2005, to 108-157 breeding
pairs, according to last year’s National Sur-
vey of Hen Harriers show.

John Lusby, Survey Coordinator with Bird-
Watch Ireland, said these SPAs hold 44 per cent
of known pairs in the country, which shows just
how important they are.

The survey suggests the decline may be linked
with declines in availability of preferred habitat,
changes in habitat quality and associated effects
on food availability. It could also hint that land-
use changes over the past 50 years, which may
have resulted in an increasingly fragmented
and/or unsuitable landscape forupland breeding
birds, may be to blame.

IHC members are asked to be vigilant for sight-
ings of Hen Harriers and to report them as soon
as possible to the Irish Raptor Study Group.

IAF NEWSLETTER

THE Spring 2016 edition of the IAF
Newsletter is now available to download or
view as a PDF from the website, iaf.org.

This digital edition has a huge reach and is ar-
guably the widest-distributed falconry publica-
tion on the planet. It is interactive, meaning that
there are many links that make it a portal to find
out about what is going on in every comer of the
global falconry community.

The Editor might be a bit of a chancer but the
pictures and articles are of a very high quality,
indeed...

The Sportsman’s Cup
JANUARY 13-14, 2017, IRELAND

Inspired by the life time contribution of two of the finest field sportsmen — John Nash and Steven
Frank — this sky and field trial aims to promote and celebrate the highest standards of game

hawking and sportsmanship.

This event is not a competition — all those taking part will receive a specially commissioned medal,
and although a scoring system and qualified judges will award points to the performance of both
dog and falcon, it will be for the participants to decide who is to be awarded the trophy. Entries
will be strictly limited to ten of the finest falcons and falconers from around Europe. There will be
no entry fee and competitors will be selected on the basis of their application.

For falconers with exceptional falcons who don’t currently own a pointing dog, one will be made

available on the day. The quarry at this first event will be snipe and permission has already been

granted for this event to be run on a UK grouse moor in 2018. Spectators will be strictly limited
but a high-quality film will record the event and be made available.

A copy of the rules and scoring system will be made available to selected participants.

To apply, contact Robert Hutchinson on Roberthutchinson2004@eircom.net or by mail to Violet

Bank, Derrygarran, Clonbulloge, Co Offaly, Ireland. Tel: 00 353 (0)86 2354875.
Closing date for entries September 30, 2016




John R Moore
Irish Wildlife and Sporting Artist
Commissions welcome

johnrmooreart.com

E-mail: johnrmooreart@gmail.com
Tel: (+44) (0)2825 880 856
Mobile: (+44) (0)77 545 911 32

*GLOBAL ACTION PLAN FOR THE SAKER*

Falconers care about the conservation of raptors track the migration of saker falcons to determine the
and it is a goal we are all proud to work towards. main causes of mortality. However, it cannot afford
the cost alone and are partly relying on do-
nations.

In recent years, the population of saker fal-
con (Falco cherrug) has dropped by 50%,
yet the reason for this decline is unknown.
Without this knowledge it is impossible to
implement targeted conservation pro-
grammes and therefore it is important that
IAF carries out research into this decline.

We need the help of falconers and bird
lovers from around the world.

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
Please donate and share the campaign on I
|
|
|
|
|
|
ol

the link below on social media.

Hugo Palejowski

IAF is sharing the cost of satellite tags to IAF Conservation Researcher

PLEASE DONATE NOW
chuffed.ora/project/action-for-the-saker-falcon

Ar—-_-----



47th TAF
Council of
Delegates MVleeting,
2016

A

The Biggest Falconry event to ever come
to Ireland takes place this November 13-20

in Co Kerry and Co Westmeath

Hosted by the IHC, the 47th IAF AGM and Council of Delegates November will see some 200
visitors attending from around the world. Already we have had delegates register from such far-
flung locations as Namibia, Qatar and Uzbekistan.

The IAF Meetings will be held in Sneem, Co Kerry in the early part of the week, where hawking
will take place everyday. The latter part of the week we will all move to Co Westmeath in the
Midlands for more hawking and an International conference on the Sustainable Use of Wildlife
attended by the world’s leading conservationists and raptor scientists.

We are urging as many IHC members as possible to register for this event and be
part of what is sure to be an unforgettable chapter in Irish falconry.
For details and to register, go to:

internationalfalconrymeetireland.com

After registering, we would encourage you to book all travel and accommodation
as soon as is convenient.

For those planning to bring hunting hawks, you will need a falconry licence from the Irish Na-
tional Parks and Wildlife Service. For more details, see the ‘Programme’ page of the website.

This website will be updated in the coming months so please check back every now and again.
The registration fee for IHC Members, IAF delegates, Official IAF Member Club Representa-
tives and any Member of a National Falconry Club affiliated to the IAF, is €80.

For all others not affiliated to the IAF or members of a Falconry club not affiliated to the IAF,
the registration fee is €120.

Once registered, you will contacted by one of our sub-committee and given payment details.




Jacques Godard

(1926-2016)

Robert Hutchinson, Co Offaly

s I tap out this obituary, in

front of me lie three diary

pages listing key dates and
referencing 37 events relating to
Jacques’ lifelong passion for falconry
and field sports. This is just a taste,
however.

1946 - Met Capt Blaine in France. He
came by car with JEM Mellor and his
mother she could speak French. Ob-
tained a permit to take two peregrines
from Andelys (Seine Valley.) Flew
from Toussu le Noble to England in
RAF plane with some peregrines for
RAF.

1948 - Captured and took some Red
Deer from France to Tazzeka Na-
tional Park in Morocco. Decided to
stay on, got a job as a game warden.
Flew peregrines at sand grouse with
little success, with the falcon waiting
on they proved difficult to flush on my
own, without a dog they ran and once
the falcon moves out of position fly
like bullets. Spent a lot time in the
forests and highlands tracking leop-
ard which fed on the wild pigs.

1954 - Joined Ronald Stevens as his

falconer.

1959 - Ronald sent me to Scotland to
net Red Grouse for release on his
Irish estate. I netted over a 100 but
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the project was a failure; ground too

wet with heather poor.

1960 - Got a job as a river warden on
Screbbe Estate.

1966 - House burnt down by salmon
poachers, lost everything. Returned
to France, got a job as a technician
specialising in salmon conservation.

1967 - Opened the first wildlife sanc-
tuary and clinic to care for injured
birds of prey and other wildlife. Over
2500 birds cared for.

1988-1991 - Awarded Silver Medal
for services by Meteorologie Na-
tionale, St Pee sur Nivelle medal and
Agricultural Merit knighthood for

good and loyal services.

acques Goddard, a colourful,

youthful and magnetic personal-

ity whose lifelong association
with falconry showed all the hall-
marks of a true sportsman, died with-
out pain at the age of §9.

He trained his first falcon, a Hobby,
aged 12 using an article on falconry
by A Boyer as his guide. For the next
60 years, he was never without a
trained falcon on his fist for long.
From an Irish point of view, it will be
for his long association with Ronald
Stevens in Shropshire and Ireland that

he will be best remembered.

Born in France in 1926, Jacques had
a profound need for freedom and it
was his immense energy and courage
coupled with his great sense of hu-
mour that enabled him to live a long
life full of adventure. From the earli-
est age, he was a fearless adventurer.
He once told me how during the Sec-
ond World War he would often hide in
ditches and shoot at the German
planes with his father’s small bore
rifle. He was well aware that if caught
he and his family would have cer-
tainly been shot.

He had many adventures. Here’s one
which may make you laugh out loud,
something Jacques always approved
of.

Walter Joynson had invited Ronald
Stevens to go deer stalking. Ronald
declined but sent Jacques instead.

‘I had never met Walter but I knew it
was him... he turned up like an ap-
parition — a real Scot; tall and large,
dressed in a traditional tartan kilt, a
Scottish cap with a pom-pom and a
kind of sheepskin waistcoat, which
was letting a hairy chest protrude,
matching his hairy face. He was red
haired — just like Rob Roy and his one
eye gave him a corsair look. He was
accompanied by a black Labrador



named Susie.

‘Walter took me to his bothy, a real
buccaneers den. After a frugal break-
fast (a bowl of milk) we set off for the
hills, with an old black powder rifle
into the mist. It was getting dark so at
four o’clock we headed back down
the hill. The prospect of a dirty bed,
a flickering candle and a well-sea-
soned bedpan did not fill me with en-
hard
unsuccessful day. Suddenly, a female

thusiasm  after such a
deer appeared about 150m away. We
were hoping for a male deer and then
there he was. [ aimed at the heart, the
target that Walter had shown me
through multiple drawings. When 1
pulled the trigger, the bullet shot off.
What a noise! A thick blue smoke was
hiding my view from my endeavour
before a breeze dispersed the cloud in
front of my face and at last I could
see the deer was lying there dead,
shot through the heart. I ran to get my
camera and took a photo. Walter ar-
rived, and his buccaneer eye showed
excitement. He pulled out his knife
from his sock, drained the deer and
gutted it. He had glee in his one eye,
and he was covered in blood but
seemed to take pleasure in the task.
Suddenly he asked me to look to the
left in the distance. I looked through
the binoculars but I could not see a

thing. Then, in an instant, he jumped

on me and rubbed his bloody hands
all over me. He was going hard at it.
I was convinced he had become mad
in this moment; hunger and blood
must have triggered a bestial instinct
in him. I struggled, tried to shake him
off me, tore his shirt. It was impossi-
ble to move this monster and shake
him off me. I looked for a stone but
there was none. He then let go saying:
“Don’t fret, this is called blooding.” I
was totally unaware of this rite and
was covered in blood. It was late
when we arrived back, the little can-
dle, a single gas stove and a well sea-
soned/dirty bedpan was waiting for
us, we cooked some deer liver but it
was hard. We were so hungry that it

was a feast.

‘Still smelling of blood, I had to leave
the next day. Same bus, same day-
long train journey as up, accompanied
by Walter’s numerous drawings of
where to shoot a deer. Thank you,
Walter.’

y the time I had tracked
down Jacques, he was in his
eighties but still open to ad-
venture. As our guest of honour, he
attended the first Irish International
Snipe Hawking meet I organised, and
during his annual visits over we trav-
elled together to the wild places
where as a young man he had flown

falcons, shot woodcock and caught

salmon, visiting old friends and

Ronald’s grave.

During one of our trips, I asked him
why he insisted on calling me his
brother. ‘“We are part of the same
that makes

community, you my

brother,” came his reply.

On the February 17, 2016 we all lost
a brother.

VOLUNTEERS
REQUIRED
for
IAF International

Meeting 2016

Ireland is to host the AGM
of the International Associa-
tion of Falconry and Con-
servation of Birds of Prey in
Nov, 2016.

This prestigious event will
showcase Irish Falconry to
visitors from all over the
world and is set to be the
biggest falconry event the
country will have ever seen.

The Committee is calling for
volunteers to come forward
for the many tasks that
week - field masters, weath-
ering stewards, information
desk help etc,

Please contact a member
of the Committee if you can
help, even just for a few
hours. Thank you!




Dr Douglas Butler

An appreciation by John Bourke

He shall not hear the Bittern cry
In the wild sky, where he is lain,
Nor voices of the sweeter birds
Above the wailing of the rain.

erhaps the words of
Francis Ledwidge, the
young Irish poet who

lost his life at Passchendacele,
best capture the sad news of
the passing of Douglas Butler
on September 25, 2015. The
death of one of the country’s
foremost biologists and game
shooters was greeted with
shock throughout the entire
fieldsports community in Ire-
land and indeed further afield.

Cambridge-educated, he never
once lost sight of his roots
which were deeply embedded
in those wild places of his
beloved South Tipperary. Dur-
ing his formative years follow-
ing graduation, he spent a
short stint in England where,
as well as teaching, he in-
dulged his other passion -
playing rugby with Blackheath
in London. But the call of
home soon beckoned, and be-
fore long he had moved back
to Ireland and began his teach-
ing career at the famous Glen-
stal Abbey in Murroe, Co
Limerick. A couple of years
later he accepted a teaching
post as Professor of Biology at
Rockwell College near Cashel
where he eventually settled
down. By sheer coincidence, it
also happened to boast a thriv-
ing rugby academy.
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An active and passionate
shooting man his entire life,
Douglas managed to ably com-
bine those rare attributes of
being an academic and conser-
vationist who understood only
too well that the delicate bal-
ance of nature, so susceptible
to man’s influence today,
could so easily be tilted to the
detriment of many species
without necessary intervention
in the form of predator con-
trol. Indeed, many a time I
heard him astutely argue his
case on this very topic as only
he could and, such was his
prowess that when he spoke
people listened. As a case in
point, a mere five years ago,
he bravely took on ‘the estab-
lishment” on the 1issue of
Grouse stocks in Ireland by
ably demonstrating through
scientific know-how that birds
were far more widely distrib-
uted throughout the country
than figures quoted by offi-
cialdom. In fact, one of his
oft-quoted lines was: ‘In fifty
years of Grouse shooting in
Ireland I have never once en-
countered anyone counting
Grouse.’

It is also a solid testament to
the man that he was instrumen-
tal with others in setting up
The Irish Red Grouse Associa-
tion which has also gone from
strength to strength in the few
short years since its inception.
He was also a founder member
of the NARGC Game Hunting
Compensation Fund and served

as Chairman on a number of
occasions. One of the ventures
closest to his heart though was
leading his local club in a
grouse restoration project on
the Knockmealdown Moun-
tains, which through his ef-
forts doubled numbers in a few
short years. Even right up to
his untimely death, he was
preparing a project study on
woodcock that would deter-
mine the numbers of native
birds versus winter migrants as
a means of establishing the
general health of the popula-
tion. An accomplished author
of several titles and scientific

papers, as well as numerous
magazine articles, Douglas
Butler will long be remem-

bered for his unstinting work
in the defence of traditional
rural Irish pursuits and he is a
man whom it has been my priv-
ilege to have known. To his
wife Margaret, sons Owen, Ru-
pert and Paul and beloved
daughter Susan, sincerest sym-
pathies are extended.

Editor’s Note: Dr Butler was
due to give a talk on Snipe at
our International Snipe meet
in October, a talk we sadly re-
gretted not hearing. He will
be deeply missed throughout
Ireland’s field-sports commu-
nity



Inlay Imping

Thys Walters, South Africa

ears ago at a falconry meet,
YI was preparing to show an

imping method of my design
when one falconer exclaimed:
‘We don't break feathers.” Well, |
did not show it then, though | have
shown it to a few people, even
abroad on a visit fo British Colum-
bia.

When a feather bends badly, the
spongy material inside gets dam-
aged, while the outer, stronger
layer keeps it from breaking off
completely. It only breaks off when
it confinuously bends from side to
side fill the outer shaft layer breaks.

As the saying goes, ‘prevention is
better than cure’. When a feather
bends, the falconer should, as soon
as possible, secure the bird by
hand and hold that feather above
a boiling keftle's spout. Hold the
feather at a 45-degree angle, with
the bird lower than the spout, to
enable the steam fto rise safely
away from the bird. Always keep
your hand in between the bird’s
body and the steam, to rather burn
yourself before the bird does. The
steam repairs the spongy material
at the centfre of the shaft, and
when done affer the slightest
bend, can be so effective as to
never bend there again.

The second stage is where the
shaft continuously bends from side
to side and will break off com-
pletely. The old method was to cut
the feather off at that area and in-
sert a needle info each shaft and
push them together with glue in
between. This usually creates a
problem when the feather does
not line up, but is twisted at an
angle. This will affect the bird’s ap-
pearance and flight.

When a feather needs to be cut off
as it hangs only by a thread, take
care to not cut through the whole
feather, but use the scissor point
only at the shaft. AV shape is then
created by the veins of each side
of the central shaft, which should
line up when imped. | prefer to use
Super Glue sparingly and sprinkle
cement or plaster of Paris powder
there on, while wet, to stop flow
and build up the affected area.
This is where my proposal comes in
useful, fo repair the feather before
it gets damaged even further.

Secure the bird and steam the
feather, as described above, fo
get the shaft as straight as possible.
Give the bird time to rest and the
feather to dry before the bird is
held again. An assistant would
hold the bird in position, wrapped
in a thin cloth with only that wing or
fail exposed. Use masking fape to
wrap around ifs extended foes and
also combine both legs to prevent
damage to the feet or yourself.
Hood the bird if possible, and if
necessary put a bit of tape around
the falcons slightly open beak, fo
prevent biting.

Make sure the bird can breathe
easily and will not overheat. During
the procedures, the bird will lay on
its back. A piece of paper can be
woven through the feathers, to ex-
pose only the damaged feather.
Make an incision at the central
groove, along the length of the
shaft, of approximately 13mm with
the damaged area halfway in be-
tween. Use the point of a fthin-
bladed knife to cut only two thirds
into the shaft. With the back of the
knife, push one to three metal
brush pins, cut to size into the
groove. Let a bit of super glue run
into the groove and sprinkle ce-
ment powder on it to suck up the
glue, giving it strength while it dries
fast to prevent other feathers from
getting stuck.

the imped feather would slide

back intfo place without a
frace. A good idea would be to
practice the procedure on a de-
tached feather. The falconer
should keep in mind to discover
the cause if a number of feathers
break at a specific area.

This method works so well that

The steam repairs the
spongy material at the
centre of the shaft, and
when done after the
slightest bend, can be so
effective as to never bend

there again



Bob Dalton, UK

IHC Snipe Meet, Oct 2015

ate October saw my
L good friend and hawk-

ing companion Diana
Durman-Walters and myself
heading to Ireland to visit
various falconry friends and
also to attend the Interna-
tional Snipe Hawking meet
hosted by The Irish hawking
Club. We flew from Exefer to
Dublin in very unseasonal
sunshine and collected our
hire car and set off fo make
the journey south towards
Ennis to meet up with Darren
and Sharron Reddington of
West Coast Falcons. The lack
of traffic means that Irish mo-
tforways are a sheer joy to
drive on, even on a Sunday
afternoon. Soon Dublin was
very far behind us and the
miles to Ennis seemed to roll
by very quickly. Then | re-
alised the reason for the ap-
parent speed, I had
forgotften Ireland marks its
roads in Kilometres not miles.

Whatever the means of
measurement, progress was
good and after a while we
decided to pull off the mo-
tforway and use the facilities
and get a bite fo eat. As we
pulled info the car park a
hearse pulled in behind us,
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complete with incumbent,
and the driver and his com-
panion joined the queue for
tfake away pizza. Absolutely
no one bafted an eye lid at
this and apparently such be-
haviour must be considered
the norm. In fact, when re-
laying the story to a close
Irish friend a couple of days
later his reaction was “sure
the man in the coffin would-
n't mind”.

By early evening we had
reached our first destination
of our mini tour of Ireland
and having seftled our lug-
gage into our accommoda-
tion for the next couple of
nights, went on to spend the
evening with the Redding-
tfons. A very pleasant
evening it was as well with
Darren and Sharron being
first-rate company and hosfs.
At the end of a highly enjoy-
able evening arrangements
were made for the next day,
however the weather fthat
was forecast promised fo call
short any hopes of hawking if
it proved to be frue. Sure
enough the following morn-
ing did indeed turn out to be
one of very heavy rain and
extremely limited visibility.

The Reddingtons were keen
to show Diana their breeding
facility and also its residents
and there was little else that
could happen, particularly
on the hawking front, due to
the weather condiftions. How-
ever this did not affect the
plan to quickly drive the
twenty minutes or so and visit
the house where the TV series
Father Ted was filmed. For an
Englishman driving in Ireland
| should perhaps quickly ex-
plain the system there of ex-
plaining distances and times
to others. “Less than 20 min-
utes” actually translates as
anything up fo an hour.
“Twenty minufes or more”
means closer to two hours
and “Oh, it's a little way off”
means the best part of a
morning. However the trip fo
Father Ted’'s house was cer-
tainly  worthwhile as we
drove through part of the
wonderful Burren to get there
and saw a haggard falcon
cross the road as we did so.
Also directly behind the
house is an eyrie which was
active this year and the cliff
clearly shows the tell-tale
whitewash patch.

The Burren is worth mention-



ing in that it is a National
Park set aside to show the
natural landscape of the
area as it has been for thou-
sands of years. When you first
see it you immediately think
it has had swathes of peat
and earth hacked away by
large and heavy machinery
and left looking pretty deso-
late. But this erosion on such
a grand scale is in actual
fact totally natural and is
very strange to behold and
comprehend. It had a very
eerie quality about it and |
must definitely go back one
day with more time to spare
and have a good look
around.

The infermittent heavy rain
meant that there simply was-
n't an opportunity to see
Sharron fly her male Barbary
Falcon ‘Sparticus’ or Darren,
his diminutive male Gyr/Pere-
grine hybrid. However we did
get to enjoy a superb dinner
of wild Irish duck cooked by
their son Connor. All foo soon
it was time fo make our
goodbyes and head back to
our accommodation and get
ready for our frip northwards
in the morning. With no post
codes in Ireland and Sat Nav
systems simply refusing in
many cases to recognise ad-
dresses, albeit somewhat
vague ones, a little time
spent in prior planning the
old-fashioned way with map,
pen and notepad, certainly
does not go amiss. We would
be heading fo Ballina to the
Mount Falcon Country Hose
Hotel to meet up with Jason
Deasy who is the resident fal-

coner there.
Tdrove northwards in no
particular rush and fook
fime to take in the superb
scenery and enjoy the lack
of traffic on the roads. We
saw plenty of bird life on the
way and it was a refreshing
change fo see such a large
number of Kestrels, particu-
larly so for me as where | live
in the South of England they

he following morning we

are very plainly in quite seri-
ous decline. Could it be just
a coincidence that during
the whole eight days in Ire-
land we only saw three Buz-
zards, yet kestrel numbers
were clearly very strong? We
arrived at The Mount Falcon
Estate and could be nothing
other than impressed with
the sweeping driveway and
superb grounds. The Hofel it-
self is a magnificent example
of a grand old country house
that externally has obviously
changed very little since ifs
inception. Inside is a calm
space that quietly exudes
quality in a somehow under-
stated way and it warmly
wraps itself around you as
opposed to brashly putting
itself in your face. The hotel
is also decorated and fur-
nished as befits a house of its
age and grandeur. For any-
one staying here | would
imagine it would be an ideal
opportunity to unwind and
de-stress whether or not the
many facilities on offer, such
as spa’s pool and massages,
were used. On our arrival we
were greeted by Jason who
had just in fact finished a
hawk walk with a group of
the hotel clients. As we stood
chatting to him a gentleman
joined us who furned out to
be Alan Maloney, who is the
proprietor/manager of fthe
Mount Falcon, and he gra-
ciously extended fo us the
hospitality of his hotel for
that evening and also the
hotel restaurant. To say | was
taken aback at such an act
of kindness would be an un-
derstatement, it goes without
saying that the invitation was
gratefully accepted.

Diana and myself stood and
chatted with Alan as Jason
exercised his male
Lanner/Peregrine hybrid to
the lure, an extremely fast
falcon that gave Jason a
thorough workout and tested
his lure-swinging ability to
the full. As Alan took his
leave of us, Diana and my-
self were then shown round
the small centre were the

hawks, falcons and owls,
used for the experience and
hunting days for clients of
the hotel, are housed. The
set up was very impressive
and clearly been well de-
signed and thought-out so as
to enable one person to be
able to keep everything neat
and fidy with the minimum of
fuss. It was so nice to see
that Jason hadn't fallen into
the wusual trap of allowing
himself fo become over
hawked as so offen happens
with smaller establishments.
After the tour, it was time for
a quick lunch then off out
onto the hill, a matter of
some genuine 20 minutes or
so away, for some snipe
hawking. We would be taking

Jason's Vizla ‘Chilli’, a new
Setter he has just acquired
and “Sultan”, the male

Gyr/Merlin hybrid. The Vizla is
an old hand at snipe hawk-
ing but the Sefter, although
from superb working lines
and sold as a trained dog,
was still gefting used fo
Jason and vice versa. So she
would only be run when the
Vizla already had a point.

The area we were hawking is
at the base of the Ox Moun-
tains and the views were sim-
ply stunning, with sweeping
hills on one side and the es-
tuary reaching out into the
Aflantic on the other. A very
dramatic setting and even in
the drizzly autumnal weather
looked simply beautiful. The
ground was very wet under-
footf, which would help the
dogs with scenting their
quarry, and apparently the
snipe were here to overwin-
ter and had come in very
good numbers. As we got
boots, coats eftc on and
were still in the process of
preparing to go ouf ontfo the
hill, “Chilli” came on point
quite literally within five or six
yards of the car. This would
have not been a safe place
to fly and she was encour-
aged to gef on and flush the
snipe which she duly did.
Would have been hard to
predict a befter start to our
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venture and hopefully fthis
would furn out to be an en-
couraging omen. Once peo-
ple and falcon were ready
and we had made our way
out onto the hill, the Vizla
was sent on an almost imme-
diately came on a very
strong point. ‘Sultan’ was al-
lowed to take fo the airin his
own tfime and was soon
climbing rapidly in relatively
tight circles above the dog.
Just a quick word about this
particular type of hybrid fal-
con. | have seen several
flown before and they al-
ways appear to me to have
foo much sail in comparison
to their bodies when consid-
ered against other falcons.

Accordingly, although cer-
tainly swift and powerful,
their flight always reminds

me of that of a Eurasian
Kestrel. Not that this distracts
from their effectiveness as a
hunting falcon in anyway
whatsoever.

‘Sultan’ was very soon at a
decent height and in fthe
right position regarding the
dog and wind direction and
accordingly the Vizla was
sent in to flush. The snipe
jumped literally just inches in
front of the dog's nose and
set off at a staggering rate.
Snipe must surely rate as one
of the fastest game birds
there are. The small falcon
rolled over and stooped and
so nearly made contact with
his intended victim but a last
minute jink insured the snipe
would be around the hill for
a little longer yet. After the
throw-up, the small falcon
knew the game was over
and so went for a little rest
on the fop of a tree on the
edge of some adjacent
forestry. He was allowed to
take arest for a few minutes,
then he decided it was fime
fo get on with the serious
proceedings of the day and
flew back tfo Jason when he
produced the lure. Once
safely back on the fist and
hooded, the Vizla was en-
couraged to run on and
within a matter of a few min-
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utes had another solid point.
This fime the Sefter was al-
lowed to run, and having
cast around a litftle suddenly,
spotted the Vizla on point
and moved just a little closer
and then backed her su-
perbly. A lovely sight with
both dogs staunchly point-
ing. The older | get, the more
| love the dog work involved
with falconry. Whether it be
a Spaniel working roof crops,
a Brittany a hedgerow or
Pointers and Setters out on
the hill the dog work to me is
an integral part of my sport
and wouldn't be without it
for any price. As a result of
the point, ‘Sultan’ was put
back on the wing and soon
was climbing in anticipation
of being served. Quite
quickly he was in position
and the dogs were encour-
aged to flush the snipe. The
falcon immediately stooped
and appeared to momentar-
ily merge with the snipe but
then they parted again.
However the snipe dropped
fo the ground and stood with
what looked like one wing
out of position. It was a dev-
ilish trick on the part of the
snipe. As the falcon winged
over and greatly reduced
speed in order fto come
down on his prize the snipe
took to the air again at full
speed and left the falcon
frailing in its wake. Sneaky lit-
tfle devil, but full marks for in-
genuity and begrudging
admiration from all present,
except perhaps the falcon.
O been a short but ac-
fion-packed one and
all foo soon it was time to re-
furn to the hotel and enjoy
the fabulous facilities and
the superb restaurant cour-
tfesy of our host. The next
morning we took our leave of
the hotel and Jason and
headed +fto Edenderry to
meet up with Mike Nicholls,
Xavier Morel and Martin Br-
ereton for some more hawk-
ing out on the peat bogs. On
our arrival, | was told we

ur trip to the hill had

would be joined by several
falconers from Belgium and
France and was very pleased
to see that | knew most of
them and had hawked in
their company on previous
occasions. Our party would
be hawking on a bog | had
hawked on the previous year
and so | knew what to ex-
pect in terms of both terrain
and sport. The affernoon was
a sheer joy with nine falcons
being flown, several of them
twice. The falcons were
mainly Peregrine tiercels with
a male Red-Naped Shaheen,
a Gyr/Peregrine hybrid fal-
con and a white Jerkin. Run-
ning beneath them were
some fruly excellent dogs. In
the main, these were Pointers
although there was an Eng-
lish Setter in their number as
well. Joe Kennedy had
joined us with his Pointer to
help with the proceedings
and his sense of humour as
well as intimate knowledge
of this branch of falconry
certainly helped the flow of
the affernoon.

The male Red-Nape flew su-
perbly well and was so un-
lucky not to take a snipe on
the first flight of the after-
noon. | myself took Red
Grouse in Scofland many
seasons ago with a male Red
Nape that flew at just over
1lb in weight. In my opinion
they are gutfsy falcons and
very underrated by many fal-
coners who still cling to the
premise that big is best. Also
worth a mention was Xavier's
white Jerkin which flew in an
impressively disciplined style
and stooped at his snipe but
failed (not by much though)
to take it. The Jerkin then
went off for a short while to
see if he could find some-
thing a little larger and then
gave the local rooks and
crows a bit of a rough time
before eventually coming
back info the lure. The day
ended up with kill when Mar-
tin Brereton’'s older dog held
a very staunch point and
when the tiercel was in posi-
fion, three separate snipe



broke. The fiercel furned
over and fook the middle
one of the three firmly in its
foot and promptly sailed off
fo a peat hag to eat it in
peace. It always does this
apparently and when fin-
ished its meal will come back
to the falconer instantly. But
should Martin fry and pick
him up either with or from the
kill the tiercel will invariably
carry.

he following day, fthe
T vast majority of those at-

tending the meet gather
on the front lawns of The
Hodson Bay Hotel on the
shores of the beautiful Lough
Ree. The hotel would be the
base for the meet over the
next three days and the main
front lawn was to be the
weathering ground. On a
purely personal note and

speaking as someone who
attended the previous year's
meet which had been based
at the Moyvalley Hotel, | was
singularly unimpressed with

the hotel itself and its facili-
fies. | felt far more that | was
in a holiday camp as op-
posed to a decent quality
hotel. As | understand things,
the meet hotel next year will
revert to the Moyvalley
which means | shall attend.
Would | stay a second tfime in
the Hodson Bay? That would
most certainly be an em-
phatic ‘'no’. Mid morning, we
set off to the hunting
grounds and before the start
of the serious matter of
hawking the group photo-
graphs were taken. Our party
was large, some 12 or so fal-
cons, an assorftment of dogs
and around 30 spectators.
However most were experi-
enced in the ways of small
game hawking and things
progressed very nicely in-
deed with flights coming
quite quickly and therefore
from a spectator point of
view there was nearly always
something happening.

The weather was particularly
unseasonal in that it was a

bright and sunny affernoon
with accompanying clear
blue skies. Scenting condi-
fions were far from ideal for
the dogs and it would be fair
tfo say that as many Snipe
were bumped as were actu-
ally pointed. However they
were present in sufficient
numbers that everyone got a
flight and those that wanted
to had additional ones. The
only potfential downside of
the day was when one of the
French falconers was flying
an eyass tiercel of the year.
No sooner had the fiercel
started to make some height
than a wild haggard falcon
came across and made very
serious atftempts to curtail
not only his activities but also
his life. The falcon made re-
peated rushes at the ftiercel
and fried many times fo foot
him. You know when the pur-
sued feels it is in real trouble
because it starts to chatterin
fear and the tiercel did pre-
cisely that on no less than
four separate occasions.
However when the falcon




was af her closest and
looked like it might be the
end for the tiercel she

seemed to suddenly realise
she was directly over a group
of people and suddenly
broke off and went off al-
most as quickly as she had
arrived. A massive sigh of re-
lief from one and all, and it
can only be imagined how
the tiercel must have felt.
Whether or not it was be-
cause of the wild peregrine
incident or not, who knows,
but the affernoon did turn
info one for fracking down
errant falcons. Three in all
had tfo be recovered, fortu-
nately in each case quite
quickly. As an aside, Xavier
Morel was using the new
Spanish GPS falcon recovery
system and when one of his
falcons went temporarily
astray we were able fto find
out how far away it had
been, speed, height and
fime of movements. It was a
very impressive piece of
equipment and there is noth-
ing like a real-tfime demon-

14

stration to show just how ef-
fective the system is. Most of

the field were highly im-

pressed.

Despite the traumatic inter-
lude, the hawking continued
and some fabulous flights en-
sued with a tiercel belonging
tfo Eric Witkowski making a
stunning kill. Eric has worked
hard over a period of years
tfo refine his falconry and he
is taking snipe hawking, as a
branch of game hawking, to
new heights. His disciplined
approach and attention to
detail with his slips means he
undoubtedly rates alongside
Martin Brereton and Kevin
Marron when it comes to suc-
cessful Snipe Hawkers. To be
fair to Eric though, this suc-
cess has been earned in that
when he first decided he
wanted to fly Snipe he shad-
owed Martin Brereton, the
undisputed master of the
craft, for three solid months
on a daily basis watching
and absorbing as much as he
could. Now some ten years

later, he is no longer the ap-
prenfice but stands shoulder
to shoulder on an equal foot-
ing with the masters.

That evening back at the
hotel, there were a series of
talks for those interested in
aftending. Firstly, Mike
Nichols spoke on the retfurn
of the Peregrine Falcon as a
breeding inhabitant of the
Sussex coastline and put for-
ward theories as tfo their how
their complete disappear-
ance and then eventual sub-
sequent return came about,
looking at various possibilities
as tfo how this occurrence
had happened and why. The
next speaker was Marfin Br-
ereton, with an impromptu
talk as the scheduled
speaker had something of a
family crisis fo attend fo.
Martin spoke about how it
was that snipe hawking
came about in Ireland and
then a lively questions-and-
answers session followed.
There is probably no one
more suited than Martin to
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discussing fthis fopic, and his
personal knowledge on this
branch of falconry, obtained
by practical application in
the field, is certainly second

fo none. It was a first-rate
and exfremely interesting
session. Last, but hopefully
no means least, was a talk
given by myself on ‘The Pas-
sage Falcon’. This talk was
aimed an outlining the histor-
ical place the passage holds
within falconry and also
brings things up to date with
its more modern usage
where legal to do so. The talk
was in the form of a Power-
Point presentation and again
the discussion and questions-
and-answers session affer the
talk were highly animated
and interesting. Always nice
tfo hear the views of others
with practical experience on
a subject that fascinates you
personally.

The following day saw us re-
furn fo a bog that on the
previous year had held snipe
in considerable numbers. This
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year proved fo be no differ-
ent and the snipe were
joined by several Irish hares.
This was the first time | had
ever seen one of these crea-
fures and they did appear to
differ considerably from the
native UK hare. To my un-
frained eye they appeared
almost to be a cross be-
ftween a Blue Hare and a
Brown Hare. Forfunately one
literally ran within 20yards or
so of me so | was able to get
some photos which | could
study closer later on at my
leisure. The afternoon’s sport
unfolded before wus with
some stunning flying, and
again Eric Witkowski was the
falconer to come off of the
bog with a snipe in his bag.
As always though, do not let
the number of kills in any way
reflects the degree of sport
enjoyed. Although only one
snipe was brought to bag
that day, the quality of the
flying was second to none.
One falcon wandered a little
in the early part of the pro-
ceedings but was soon re-

covered and another in the
latter part of the affernoon
gave his owner’'s telemetry
set a little work out. The im-
portant thing is that all re-
furned safely home.

In the evening, Don Ryan,
who acted as host and prin-
cipal organiser on behalf of
the Irish Hawking Club, had
arranged a boat frip across
the Lough into the town of
Athlone to visit Europe’s old-
est pub. A group of us joined
the willing throng and subse-
quent boat trip buf once in
Athlone we opted instead on
arrival at the proposed
venue fo enjoy some Indian
cuisine as opposed to being
crushed in an over-flowing,
loud pub. However, sftill an
excellent evening in superb
company.

The final day of the meet
soon came round. The morn-
ing saw us gathering on the
weathering ground outside
the hotel, and after a great
deal of discussion on a wide



range of topics, eventually
heading off to do some
hawking. The bog we went to
was a very good one in that
it was open and relatively
flat, allowing good viewing
for the field. The weather in-
sisted on being completely
non-seasonal and accord-
ingly the sun shone down on
everyone making things feel
more like spring that autumn.
Some first-class hawking en-
sued, with Eric again demon-
strating how things should be
done. There were many other
hawks that flew well and one
or two that decided they
would prefer to indulge in
some play rather than serious
hawking. But all ended well,
with hawks back on the fists
of their owners and a visita-
fion by a fine wild falcon
(that lasted several minutes
whilst she checked us out)
added to the pleasure of the
day.

For Eoghan Ryan, it was a
day he would have cause to
remember as he ably
demonstrated how a fal-
coner’s luck can go from re-
ally bad to really good in a
matter of a few moments. His
Brittany found a point and
Eoghan cast off his fiercel in
anticipation of a flight. The
tfiercel decided it was time fo
have a good look at the
local countryside and as-
cended to a decent height
in order to do so. It then
leisurely cruised the sky tak-
ing in the sights and ignoring
the lure being swung below.
At one stage the meander-
ings of the fiercel took it al-
most out of sight fto fthe
naked eye and it was de-
cided to check that the all
was well with the transmitter
just in case a track down was
going to be required later. To
his horror, Eoghan found his
receiver had fallen from its
case and lay out somewhere
in the bog. So now he was
faced with a disappearing
tfiercel and no receiver to
frack it with. Fortunately one
of the falconers in the field
had decided to check where

Eoghan had jumped a ditch
and sure enough there was
the receiver laying on the
bank beside it. As this news
was being relayed to a very
relieved Eoghan, the tiercel
decided it had enjoyed ifs
sojourn around the counftry-
side and came back into the
lure as if this had never ever
been an issue that should
have raised any concern.

The hawk ing continued until
all the falcons had been
flown, in some instances
twice, and all too soon the
day was drawing fo a close
and it was fime to return fo
the hotel and make prepara-
tions for the gala dinner that
evening. A very good meal,
but more importantly an ex-
cellent social gathering, en-
sued. Don Ryan said a few
words and myself and
Claude Rigo Gavriloff gave
our heartfelt thanks on be-
half of the overseas visitors
that had joined the meet
and thoroughly enjoyed the
sport and company so read-
ily offered. After the meal,
Eric Witkowski was per-
suaded to say a few words
which earned him a fremen-
dous round of applause.
Then Xavier Morel gave a
brief talk on the GPS falcon
refrieval system he is helping
fo market and this attfracted
a very great deal of infterest.
O would like to express
my gratitude to all
those that made the meeting
the success that it most cer-
tainly was. The IHC, the for-
eign guests and friends such
as the Darren and Sharron
Reddington and Jason Deasy
and his partner. However
special mention must be
made of Don Ryan, without
whose enthusiasm and fire-
less efforts the meeting just
wouldn't be what it is and of
course all those that provide
the sport, such as the irre-
pressible Vincent Flannelly.

n a personal note |

The meeting was a huge suc-

cess in terms of forging links
between falconers of several
nations and showing some
excellent sport. As with any
branch of falconry, it is not
the size of the bag that de-
notes the level and degree
of sport enjoyed. | for one
will be back again next year.

TELEMETRY

The IHC strongly recom-
mends the use of
telemetry by all mem-
bers when flying their
birds of prey.

Not to do so, especially in
the case of non-native
species and hybrids,
could jeopardise the
good will that exists be-
tween responsible falcon-
ers and other
non-government organi-
sations
concerned with conser-
vation and wildlife and
with wildlife authorities
themselves.
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eather moorlands are
unique and stunningly

| |diverse landscapes.

They support a range of dif-
ferent land uses including
upland hill farming, forestry
and, in the UK confext, the
grouse-shooting industry. Ire-
land and the UK support ap-
proximately 80 per cent of
the planet’s moorland
ecosystems, which are in
fact more finite than tropical
rainforests. They are ex-
fremely effective in carbon
sequestration, conserving
globally important ground-
nesting bird species such as
waders, supporting sustain-
able agricultural in less
favourable areas and can
act as long-term flood allevi-
afion services through water
retention.

However in Ireland heather
moorland habitats have
faced a catastrophic de-
cline over the past 100 years.
The main drivers behind this
decline are land-use
changes from the fraditional
sporting estate to the un-
managed over/under-grazed
moors as well as amplified
levels of afforestation. Scrub
and bracken encroachment
is another contributing factor
with a potential link to a
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Moorland Management
and the Irish Red Grouse

Association

by Merlin Becker, Co Wicklow

slight temperature increase
in the last century due to cli-
mate change.

The Irish Red Grouse Associa-
fion was formed in 2010 fol-
lowing a directive from the
Executive Board of Country-
side Alliance Ireland. The as-
sociafion formally came info
being in 2011 with represen-
tfatives from Countryside Al-
liance Ireland, IFA
Countryside, Natfional Parks
& Wildlife Services and the
pointer and setter field-trial
clubs in Ireland.

The Irish Red Grouse Associa-
fion (IRGA) is here to assist
and support any group or
person wishing fo become
actively involved in the bet-
ferment of grouse across the
island of Ireland. The associ-
ation also takes the view that
the interests of grouse are
best served by those people
who are prepared to get ac-
fively involved at local level
and tfo do whatever work is
necessary in the matter of
habitat management and vi-
tally important legal preda-
tor conftrol. This is a
partnership process and the
IRGA’'s objectives can only
be achieved through active
engagement with govern-

ment departments, other
conservation organisations,
local communities and land
managers who wish to see
red grouse return to our bogs
and uplands in Ireland. The
IRGA is also a member of the
Wicklow Uplands Council
and a member of the UK's
Heather Trust and their Moor-
land Council.

The IRGA is currently involved
with over 40 conservation
sites across the lIrish state.
They vary from well-estab-
lished projects with estab-
lished management plans
and very active feams of in-
dividuals for the day-to-day
running of things to projects
that are just getting off the
ground. It is enabling local
project teams through semi-
nars, demonstrations as well
as providing expert advice
on moorland management
and reducing the level of
predation. Grouse popula-
tfions are monitored in both
springtime and during the
summer with the use of point-
ing dogs. One very important
fact to remember is that a
high proportion of the fan-
tastic work carried out on
such projects is all on a vol-
unteer basis. Without such
passion and resilience, lIrish



Red Grouse would certainly
be following the cata-
strophic downward frend
that a lot of our other upland
breeding birds are facing.
One example of a tremen-
dously successful IRGA proj-
ect is the Peterswell &
Kilchreest Grouse Conserva-
tion Project run by Kilchreest
Gun Club in Co Galway.
Here, the men on the ground
are working closely with the
upland hill farmers of the
area (one of the key stake-
holders in any upland man-
agement project). This
working relationship  has
been built up over time and
a concrete foundation of
frust is one of the keys to suc-
cess at Kilchreest. Another
vital factor adopted at
Kilchreest is routine legal
predator contfrol. Hooded
crows are conftrolled via
Larsen and ladder-style
fraps. As well as this the proj-
ect managers and local gun
club predator controllers are
removing foxes, the top
predator of ground-nesting
fauna.

The IRGA also organises sev-
eral moorland management
day events every year at dif-
ferent sites that they are ac-
tfively involved with. Last year
in 2015, one such event was
held in Galway. There were a
number of guest speakers
from across in the UK. Steve
Smith (British Falconers Club)

gave a brilliant practical
presentation on ‘How fto
Manage and Enhance
Grouse Numbers on a

Budget' from his experience
from moorland management
in the North of England. An-
other great presentation was
given on ‘Grouse Conserva-

fion on the Isle of Man' by
Alan Jackson and one closer
to home by a gentleman
called Noel Leahy (Tribes
Beekeepers Galway) on ‘Sus-
taining Our Bee Populations’,
highlighting how moorland
management for grouse also
benefits the heather quality
therefore boosting an impor-
fant autumnal food source
for our native bee colonies.
Several demonstrations were
also carried out when we
ventured up to the moor.
These included a falconry
display by Don Ryan (Direc-
tor of the Irish Hawking Club)
with his female Peregrine fal-
con, Lady Broderick. Jim
Sheridan (Chairman of the
Irish Kennel Club) worked his
majestic Irish Red and White
Setter across the moorland
revealing the breeds’ true re-
silient aftributes of finding
game across an lrish bog.
And finally, Kevin Kyne (Irish
Natura Hill Farmers Associa-
tion) gave a very informative
heather management
demonstration, which they
are using on the Peferswell &
Kilchreest Grouse Conserva-
fion Project.

For all of usinvolved with red
grouse conservation in lIre-
land, be it on the ground
carrying out predator control
and habitat management or
working closely with state
agencies and other NGOs for
the national Species Action
Plan for example, we realise
we will never reach the
game bags the likes of Scot-
land and Northern England
achieve. We feel that a sus-
tfainable moorland manage-
ment approach is the best
way forward into the future

with a multitude of stake-
holders involved in a mosaic
of interlinked land uses in our
uplands.

Just like the many variables
of successful moorland man-
agement, our future chal-
lenges are just as complex.
Past and present upland en-

vironmental policies have
failed all those who work,
live and love the wild hill

countryside. The three main
challenges we face can rep-
resent three legs of the ‘sus-
tainable stool’:

Habitat

Correct stocking densities of
livestock unifs per specific
area (adapted to the differ-
ent habitat types: upland
blanket bog, lowland blan-
ket bog, wet heath and dry
heath). Carrying out heather
burning following the ‘Muir-
burn Code: Prescribed Burn-
ing on Moorland’'. Mowing or
swiping by mechanical oper-
atfions is another useful tool
when burning is not an op-
fion and is also helpful for
creating firebreaks. Spraying
to confrol bracken, which
has become a significant
problem encroaching and
taking over areas once dom-
inated by heather and other
moorland vegetation
species. Gorse is another
major problem for some sites.

Predator Control

The adoption of legal routine
predator control has been
scientifically proven fo in-
crease productivity of up-
land ground-nesting birds.
The main species in question
here in Ireland are fox,
hooded crow and mink. This
is not a pretty side to wildlife
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conservation but it is an es-
senfial one, without which a
multitude of species will con-
finue to decline, both low-
land and upland.

Stakeholder Co-Operation

This aspect of wildlife conser-
vation can be the most chal-
lenging to administer. |If
people/organisations cannot
work together on any of the
issues related fo moorland
management, the long-term
sustainability aspect of a
project/initiative would be in
jeopardy. Knowledge ex-
change is a key part to this
leg of the stool and also the
art of trustful compromise.

The IRGA is currently involved
with the Department of Arfs
Heritage and the Gaeltacht,
National Parks and Wildlife
Service, Birdwatch Ireland,
Irish Grey Parfridge Conser-
vation Trust, National Associ-
atfion of Regional Gun Clubs,
Irish Hawking Club and The
Irish Kennel Club to put in an
EU INTERREG funding bid fto
help address the challenges
mentioned above. This is in

conjunction with the Game
and Wildlife Conservation
Trust with potential links to
project partnerships with
other uplands environments
in Wales, France, Spain and
Portugal.

As the Irish Red Grouse Asso-
ciafion grows, so do our
challenges. The IRGA is hop-
ing to expand its interests
across the country and to
keep supporting the individu-
als on the ground by any
means necessary. Active
moorland management does
not just benefit grouse but
also helps other species of
conservation concern such
as the Irish brown hare,
curlew, golden plover, dun-
lin, snipe and lapwing, to
name but a few. Further-
more, it can work in symbiosis
with upland livestock breeds
of sheep and cafttle. The as-
sociation also aspires to con-
finue to build up historic
scientific data and important
anecdotal evidence from

project sites highlighting to
government and other con-
servation bodies that sustain-

able success is soon to follow
grouse moor management.
This can only be achieved
through a combination of
predator conftrol, habitat
management and local
stakeholder involvement.
fives and flexible

N agri-environmental

schemes are needed to ad-
dress the fimes we now live in
and most importantly to help
work fowards landscape
scale habitat and mulfi-
species recovery. The ingre-
dients of upland
sustainability remain elusive,
but fresh shoots of honesty
are emerging from the un-

ew-tfargeted incen-

dergrowth. Landowners,
farmers, foresters, hunters,
local communities, govern-

ment agencies and wildlife
conservation bodies all need
to work together using inter-
national best practice man-
agement fools to meet these
future sustainability chal-
lenges.
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The Art of Falconry

by Patrick Morel
(Medina, 2016)

Reviewed by Bob Dalton
aving been a practising
falconer myself for more

H than 47 years, | have
seen a great many new fal-
conry books — some genuine
and some supposedly relating
to the sport — come onto the
market. In the main, the ma-
jority are well written by peo-
ple who are enthusiastic
about the sport, particularly so
in relation to the particular
branch they have chosen to
concentrate on. Either that or
they openly embrace the
sport as a whole and do their
best to share the joy it gives

them and the enthusiasm with
which it fills them.

Unfortunately there have
been, particularly in this last
decade or so, books that can
only be described as either at-
tempted ego boosters or
hopeful bank-account fillers. |
would hazard a guess and say
that both of these reasons
would have produced books
that leave themselves and
their authors open to ridicule
and derision at best. Amongst
the wealth of written word on
the sport, one or two books
have stood out head-and-
shoulders above the rest. A
couple have become classics
within the sport such as MH
Woodford's A Manual of Fal-
conry and Phillip Glasier's Fal-
conry and Hawking.

In the humble opinion of this
writer, the somewhat short
and very exclusive list of what
constitutes a modern falconry
classic has just been added to
and added to very emphati-
cally. Patrick Morel is a name

The Art of
Falconry

-k Mc

ultural Heritage

very well known within the
hawking fraternity and his
name is synonymous with fal-
conry of a very high standard.
Patrick has finally put down in
print some of the knowledge
he has gained over the years
and now shares it with a wider
audience than just his circle of
falconry acquaintances.

The Art of Falconry was origi-
nally published some fime
back in French and was rightly
hailed as a masterpiece on
the sport. The demand is such
that now there is an English
version and it is that book we
are discussing here.

The book itself is a large work
- A4 size, 496 pages and
weighing in at some élb. The
foreword is by long-time friend
and fellow falconer Roger
Upton, himself a respected, al-
most-revered, figure within the
sport. There are eight chap-
ters, each with several sub di-
visions, and in excess of 220
full-colour photographs illus-
frating this truly sumptuous
work. Chapter headings range
from ‘The Hunting Hawk' and
‘Longwings; the High Flight’,
‘Shortwings; the Low Flight’
through to ‘Falconry Around
The World" and ‘Ultimate
Quarry’. There is so much
knowledge and practical ex-
perience contained within the
pages of this excellent book
and quite literally a myriad of
quality colour photos to illus-
frate the subject. As well as his
own thoughts, we as readers
are also treated to those of
such falconers as Henri
Desmonts and Frans Bolinches

Gomez-Torres. | have been
fortunate in that | have
hawked Sand Grouse in Mo-
rocco many years ago with
passage Barbary Falcons and
reading this book brought
many happy memories flood-
ing back.

Priced very competitively at
just €54.32, this book is surely a
must for every serious fal-
coner. Personally | am con-
vinced that in a few years’
time it will rank alongside
works such as Der Wilde Falke
ist mien Gessel by Renz Waller
and El Arte de Ceteria by Dr
Felix Rodriguez De La Fuente.
In short, fthis is a book that is
both ahead of its fime and yet
already a classic of ifs special-
ist genre. | genuinely cannot
recommend this book foo
highly fo anyone who really
loves falconry and shares the
passion for it that so obviously
shines through from the au-
thor.

Available to purchase on:
www.webstore.iaf.org

Review a book

Has your day been
saved by a tfrusty
piece of text, or do
you find some are not
worthy of the hype
they get?

Tell the rest of your
club your verdict on a
falconry book, old or

new, and why you
think it does or doesn’t

deserve to live in
every member's
bookcase.

hylwhite@gmail.com
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could have gone to the
Christmas party.

God knows, | haven't been to
many in recent years.

Having promised my col-
leagues | wouldn't excuse my-
self this year, | hadn’t given it
much thought thereafter. But
sitting in the office as the
clock turned 1pm with blatant
excitement mounting as staff
hurried fo finish their work, |
had serious reservations. Set
tfo kick off at 2pm with pre-din-
ner drinks, it was sure to con-
finue late into the festive
December night.

From the 5th floor window of
the city office, | could judge
the wind from flags on nearby
masts fo be a gentle south-
westerly. | could also make
out the hazy silhouette of the
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Don Ryan, Dublin

distant hills in the south where
I fly my falcons. Conditions
were perfect.

By 1.15pm, | confirmed with
the computer on my desk that
I really did want to shut it
down and grabbing my jacket
from the back of the chair, |
swiftly passed my colleagues
on the way to the stairwell. By
1.30pm | was driving along the
canal fowards home consider-
ing the afternoon ahead. |
had given extra rations to all
the hawks the day before as |
wasn't expecting them to fly
but with a healthy flying
weight, | suspected Lady
Broderick, a second-season
imprint falcon, would be up
for a flight.
At 3pm, the party in the
restaurant would be well
under way with inhibitions
waning as drink was con-
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sumed. No doubt the din of
voices and laughter would
become louder as the spirit of
Christmas spread like an em-
barrassing blush. But here at
the bottom of this heather-
clad hill, apart from the dis-
tant call of a raven, all was
welcomingly quiet. Being late
in the day, the best | could do
was to take them to the top of
the hill and like the grand old
Duke, march them back down
into the light wind to lend her
ladyship a comfortable up-
draft to follow the pack. The
sky was clear and it was un-
seasonably mild for December
although the coolness in the
breeze would normally have
me wearing more than a
fleece if | knew | didn't have
an uphill walk. The spaniels ran
in all directions as usual but
never too far from the whistle
and the hooded lady falcon
sat on my fist waiting for me to



reveal the afternoon.

It's a mild ascent and at a ca-
sual pace with a gentle wind
at your back, you can reach
the summit in under 30 min-
utes. It was no different this
day. At the top of the hill |
stopped to take in the view
and catch my breath. There is
no cover here to spoil the
view of a falcon’s flight. The
sky is closer, the air more pure
and the solitude lets you ap-
preciate all these things. The
valley below is split by a road
that leads into national parks
and the uplands of Wicklow.
Apart from the offensive af-
forestation creeping up the
Dublin slopes, all around is fine
heather moorland. The re-
mains of old stone grouse
butts strategically placed
below the hill are still visible
despite the heavy growth that
surrounds them. They provide
welcome shelter when a sud-
den squall passes which s
common up here particularly
at this time of year.

ady Broderick’'s hooded
L head turned slowly side-

ways; like the carriage on
an old typewriter that typed
its way to one side then re-
furned to start all over again.
It's as if she were listening;
computing; and writing sen-
fences in the air. Some say this
is the sign of an ill-fitting hood
as light seeps in. With the lack
of an alternative suggestion,
maybe they're right.

Beyond the hill to the east, |
could see the Dublin city port
and the 3 o'clock ferry al-
ready leaving the quay forg-
ing its way to old England. |
used that boat myself many

fimes in a different life and
fime; a time of youth and in-
nocence; a tfime of hard work
and hard play. | can still see
the faces of the men | worked
with. | remember them most at
this time of year. Many have
passed on now; died well be-
fore their time. Every now and
then | unexpectedly bump
into one of the living who ftell
me of more names who've
passed. We never stay in
fouch and perhaps it's better
that way as we’d only remind
ourselves of wasted days. We
drank through our drunken
youth seeking answers to the
cold oblivion of sobriety unfil
no wonder could make it
through the chink.

She never looked at me as the
hood came off — she rarely
does. She gave a brief glance
at the dogs; then stared at the
distant hills, her head bob-
bing; focusing like an elec-
fronic lens, then ever so
slightly adjusting the orienta-
fion of her gaze. Content with
her surroundings, she gave a
rouse, then a warble, then an-
other rouse. Gazing upwards,
she folded her wings in and
out with a crispness fthat
sounded like the drawing
back of starched sheets in a
posh hotel then dropped with
careless abandon into the
gentle wind that carried her
effortlessly info the waiting
sky.

Deep wing beats lifted her up-
wards until she found the wind
like a surfer finds a wave, then
dipping sharply down, she sin-
gled out a spaniel passing
inches above her head. Hazel
slowed her pace and stopped
as the falcon driffted over;
conscious of the impending

threat. She looked to me for
guidance and took my wave
as the falcon past harmlessly
over as an assuring sign to
make her merry way to catch
up with the others. Her lady-
ship was in a playful mood.

| pondered on whether | had
made the right decision com-
ing tfo the hills rather than in
celebrating with the work
crowd. They were a good
bunch. Hardworking and con-
siderate but I've always
avoided crowds and the well-
worn paths. Two roads di-
verged in a wood and |
followed the dogs on the path
with the undergrowth; refurn-
ing not long affterwards, torn
and disorientated, wishing I'd
taken the other route. Being a
non-conformist isn't easy
sometimes. My life would have
been a lot easier if | had fol-
lowed the more fravelled
paths. | guess you're just born
this way. I've always found
deep comfort on my own with
Mother Nature. My thoughts
are more lucid. | strain to hear
the silence and if | slow my
breathing and empty my
head, | almost feel something
special may happen. It never
does of course but | still leave
in a euphoric mood. | never
get this feeling in crowds or
the workplace or in my
younger days at school.
School for me was a place
that filled my head with an-
swers to questions | never
asked. The quiet corners of
the nearby park or the new-
found wonder of the hills
away from prying eyes were
more to my liking. These traits
of dissent are flaws you don't
wish to see in a peregrine — at
least not one destined for
falconry.
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Thankfully Lady Broderick was
displaying none of these char-
acteristics so far this season.
Of course, bringing her flying
on a less than empty tank is
certainly not the wisest ad-
vice the learned falconry
sages offer to keep it that
way.

As we descended the hill, she
drifted back and forth over
the dogs at pitches of several
hundred feet to inches above
a spaniel’s head. No sooner
had she reached a lofty pitch
with an ease that many game
hawkers would envy, she'd
drop fto skim the surface or
feint fly at pipits that erupted
from the heather. She had no
task to perform today. She
flew for the love of the flight.

On one flight, she furned and
ripped back up over the brow
of the hill out of sight.

As minutes passed with no re-
turn, | called to the dogs so
we could go find her. Back at
the top she was nowhere to
be seen. | spent a few anxious
moments scanning the area
until my eyes were drawn sud-
denly upwards by the call of a
raven that flew towards me
and as | looked directly
above, | found Lady Broder-
ick. She was in pursuit of an-
other raven. | estimated they
must be 700ft up. She would
rise above it to make a stoop
then allow the raven to per-
form a similar move. Like a
dance off. | became worried
as the other raven moved in
to gain an unfair advantage
but they behaved in a sport-
ing manner and only en-
gaged one at a time. |
wafched helplessly knowing
no lure would call her down.
Her cries ripped through the
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sky like the staccato fire of a
spitfire engaging the invading
enemy.

At a flying weight of just over
2lb, she was no small falcon
but beside these broad-
winged spectres, she seemed
slight. From the ground, look-
ing up intfo their world of air
and space, she didn't appear
to be phased by the size dif-
ference. Two distinctly differ-
ent species evolved to exist in
a harsh and remote environ-
ment; together yet defiantly
apart with a mutual respect
borne out of circumstance
and necessity. | was less than
comfortable with this situation
as | had lost all control and
had to let the scene play out,
anxious for a harmless conclu-
sion. Thankfully, after a short
period, the ravens seemed to
lose interest and drifted over
a forest. She followed them
briefly until she was sure they
were moving on, then turned
back with a buoyant air, no
doubt pleased with her domi-
nance of the skies. She was
now the perfect height for a
gamehawk and for a moment
| wished | had a pride of
pointers on point instead of a
clatter of cockers on chaos.
She kept flying and passed in
front of the dogs. As she got
out of range, one of fthe
spaniels broke off as he
picked up scent. No sooner
had he gone 30yds, than a
snipe erupted with its distinc-
tive alarming cry, ricocheting
info the sky. | looked to Lady
Broderick to see if she'd react
but being out of position with
tfoo much ground to make up,
she gave no more than a tip
of her wing.

The with

flying antics the

ravens must have drawn at-
tention from some way off as
a wild fiercel Peregrine ap-
peared out of nowhere cov-
ering the sky effortlessly with
barely a wingbeat. He mir-
rored her flight intently from
200ft above and | was unsure
if she had seen him as she
gave no indication of his pres-
ence. He playfully stooped to-
wards her and she suddenly
flipped over to face him,
scolding him with a series of
cries that made him pull
away. The cries were different
to those aimed at the ravens;
less accusing, less urgent. He
rose higher and circled above
but she completely ignored
him. | felt sorry for this blue
prince of the skies. He must
have felt really miffed with the
attention she gave the ravens
as he wasn’'t given a mo-
ment’'s notice. We confinued
the descent downhill and
when | next looked, he was
nowhere fo be seen. Gone as
quickly as he arrived - a
spurned suitor.

Half way down the hill, the
dogs bumped and pro-
ceeded to give chase to a
sika hind that was resting in
deep heather. A sharp whistle
turned them lazily back but at
this stage, Lady Broderick was
in keen pursuit. All | could
make out was the white tail
on the rear of the hind spring-
ing over the rough ground
with unnatural ease. The fal-
con had tfo pump to keep up
and at one point | thought
she was going to take hold
but up she rose at the last mo-
ment leaving the deer to dis-
appear info the safety of the
forest. She turned to come
over the dogs again, clearly
knowing it was more fun flying



| estimated they must be 700ft up.
She would rise above it to make a
stoop then allow the raven to perform
a similar move. Like a dance off

above these busy spaniels
that make creatures appear
out of nowhere. Having been
in the air for nearly 30 minutes,
she remained at a good pitch
as we came close to the bot-
tom of the hill and rather than
let her lose further height, |
tfook out the lure garnished
with a half quail and swung it
once to let it drop on the
heather in front of me.

She circled lazily knowing her
flight was at an end and gave
a series of stepped stoops be-
fore fluttering down fo land
beside it; then ever so gently
and cautiously stepped on
fop. There was no urgency
about her. She merely wished
tfo claim the lure. | sat down
beside her on the heather
being careful to give her
space. She stared upwards
info the empty sky as if trying
fo remember something and
as her focus deepened, like
crossing swords, her folded
wings slid down and off her
back. She repositioned them
only for it fo recur a moment
later causing her to snap out
of her france and focus on the
quail. She puffed her feathers
out and lifted a talon to rap-
idly scratch the side of her
beak. She finished this with a
rouse; then remembering |
was there, turned her back on
me to pluck the limp feathers
from the quail.

The evening shadow had

begun to creep intfo the sky
and it brought a cooler air.
The cheekier spaniels rubbed
against me hoping for an of-
fering of quail and the busier
ones kept busy running
around. Below in the city, fraf-
fic would be building with car
horns sounding the frustration
of impatient drivers. The
Christmas lights would soon be
clearly seen as darkness fell
and shoppers would take ad-
vantage of the late opening.
The Christmas party would be
in full swing with many others
about to start. The city would
be full of raw emotion. For all
the noise and activity below,
not a sound disturbed fthis
peaceful slope.

The cairn on fop of the far
mountain beyond the valley
of Glenasmole could sfill be
seen despite the dimming
light. It's said this valley was
one of the Fiannas' favourite
hunting grounds and from up
here, you could understand
why. There is an indescribable
aura in high places that just
can't be found in the low-
lands. You see the world from
a different perspective. You
see the wood above the
frees.

Assuring herself there was no
further quail hidden under the
lure or in the surrounding
heather, she turned and
looked for an offering on the
glove and it was there exactly

where it always is. Stepping
up, she wasted no time to fin-
ish off the last morsel — fime
enough for me to fit her jesses
and swivel. With the leash fied
off, she allowed me to clean
her beak between thumb and
finger and gladly took the rem-
nant | offered on a fingertip.

Feaking her beak on the fin-
gers of my glove and allowing
the hood to be easily placed
on her bonny head was all the
reassurance needed that |
had made the right choice by
coming to the hills.

It wasn't foo late to go to the
party when | got home but |
had a hawk and falcon to fly
the following day and hang-
overs and falconry are not a
good mix.

Being a falconer brings cer-
tain responsibilities — not least
of these is to fly your hawk at
every opportunity within the
short season granted us. Living
on a small island on the edge
of the north Atlantic; being
the first landfall for low pres-
sure anticyclones, a falconer
must take every fine day they
can, for tomorrow could bring
driving wind and rain that may
not stop ftill season’s end.

Maybe next year's Christmas

party would fall on a wet and
windy day.
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tis with huge pleasure that |

write this in response to nu-

merous requests from Don
and Hilary. It was IHC that first
pushed me towards IAF when
Liam O'Broin was unable to at-
tend an important IAF Meeting
in 2000, in Amarillo, Texas and
he sent me to deputise for him
(together with a bundle of
notes on how to vote and who
to vote for). | had thought my
only passion was for falconry,
but my contact with falconers
from all over the world has
shown me | am also passionate
about falconers. | have brothers
in Uzbekistan, cousins in Mongo-
lia and in every falconry coun-
tfry. We all speak the same
language. Your community is
what you have in common with
its members.

IAF now represents 110 hunting
falconers’ organisations in 80
countries including all of the
EU’'s 28 countries. This is why IAF,
although being a global organ-
isation, needs a European of-
fice. Europe (the EU) block
votes in all international con-
ventions so that in most law
where the drafts originate with
international NGOs, one side al-
ready has up to a fifth of all
votes. So IAF has opened its first
professional office in Brussels,
the centre of European Govern-
ment. There is currently one full-
time professional, myself, who
was formerly Advisory Council
Chair and Secretary. I'm in
charge of day-to-day opera-
tions. IAF also uses professional
part-time researchers and spe-
cialists in EU machinations.

IAF is using professionals but re-
mains essentially an amateur
organisation, with an amateur
board, an amateur AC and am-
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Communications,
Falconers and |AF

ateur National Delegates. Here
‘amateur’ is used in the French
sense of the word, which is
‘lover’. IAF's Latin motto is bor-
rowed from the Emperor Freder-
ick - ‘QUOD TOTUM PROCEDIT
EX AMORE' - ‘Because it all
comes from love'. So much
came from love for so many
years that it restricted IAF offi-
cials fo those rich enough to af-
ford that love. Now there is a
professional office to back
them up.

Here is the new IAF team for
2016-2018:

The Executive

*President: A Lombard

(South Africa)

*VP Americas: Ralph Rogers
(USA)

*VP Europe: Janusz Sielicki
(Poland) — Also Conservation
Officer

*VP Asia: Keiya Nakajima
(Japan) — Also Officer for Re-
habilitation and Conservation
*VP MENA: HE Majid al Man-
souri (UAE)

*Executive Treasurer: Antdnio
Carapucgo (Portugal)
eExecutive Secretary: Adrian
Reuter (Mexico) (& Officer for
CITES)

The Voting AC

*Chairman: Bohumil Straka
(Czech Rep.) - UNESCO and
ICH

*Véronique Blontrock
(Belgium) — Representative for
Belgium, PRO

*Bakyt Karnakbeyev
(Kazakhstan) — Representative
for Central Asia

ePatricia Cimberio (ltaly) -
Officer for Communications
and Events

eThomas Richter (Germany) -
Officer for Animal Welfare
eZayed al Maadeed (Qatar)

By Gary Timbrell, Co Cork

*Mark Upton (UK)

eDan Cecchini (USA) — IAF
Data Base, also Special
responsibility for Electrocution
of Raptors

eFernando Feds (Spain) -
Officer for Ex-Situ Conservation
e Frits Kleyn (The Netherlands) -
Officer for Culture

The Executive and the Advisory
Committee constitute IAF's
Board

Extended AC:

*Karl Heinz Gersmann
(Germany) - CIC Liaison.
*Matt Gage (UK) - Special
Advisor, Science

eLaco Molnar (Slovakia) —
Veterinary Liaison

*Dick Ten Bosch (The Nether-
lands) — Fund-raising.

*Yukio Asaoka (Japan) -
Eastern Asia.

*Willem Vrijenhoek (The
Netherlands) — Interpol Liaison
eHenrigue Rezende — Repre-
sentative for Latin America
*Philippe Kénig (The Nether-
lands) — IAF General Counsel
*Stephan Wunderlich (Ger-
many) — Biodiversity Working
Group and Perdix Portal
eKamran Khan (Pakistan) —
Officer for the Indian Subconti-
nent

e Javier Ceballos (Spain) -
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Council of Delegates Meeting

hat is happening in Eu-
rope is that Europe is
now recognising the

importance of falconry. The
physical building of IAF's Euro-
pean office is on the ground
floor of la Maison European de
la Chasse, the headquarters of
FACE. We used our gala office
opening to invite MEPs, commis-
sion officials and other NGOs to
come to us and we publicly
signed a MoU with FACE. This
physical situation and alliance
gives falconry direct access to
people that count in Europe, in-
cluding the MEPs’ Intergroup for
Hunting and Biodiversity, who
had invited us (IAF) to organise
the Great Falconry Exhibition in-
side the Brussels Parlioment
Building in 2012 to celebrate
UNESCO recognition. We are
also very near the IUCN Euro-
pean offices on Bvd Louis
Schmidt, which also gives us ac-
cess fo one of the most impor-
tfant conservation organisations
which affect falconry laws.
FACE and CIC, the main shoot-
ing organisafions, and IUCN,
the main conservation organi-
sation are all actively courting
the falconers now they see the
success UNESCO has brought to
us.

IAF's most important profes-
sional service is the Dods
Agency, both as a communica-
tion system for stuff coming in,
alerts on Invasive Alien Species
legislation, Biodiversity, traffick-
ing, useful conferences, MEP
opinions etc. Many European
clubs, including IHC, contribute
tfo the expenses incurred by the
confract and receive the infor-
mation by email. We also use
the Dods service for press re-
leases favourable to falconry
and are regularly contacted by
the press fo comment on fal-
conry-related matters.

Under the presidency of Adrian
Lombard, IAF thinking is like a
tripod - Falconry (Hunting) is
supported by Conservation,
Culture and Welfare through
Education. The IAF has been

able to establish its standing as
a significant conservation or-
ganisation by taking part in var-
jous projects in Europe - the
free-nesting Peregrines, Saker
nests in Hungary and, outside of
Europe, the funding and man-
agement of the first of the Saker
Global Action Plan Flagship
Projects. We are in direct joint
partnership with the IUCN, CMS
and BirdLife International. This
project is of huge importance
to falconers, particularly those
in the Saker Range States. It
promotes the concept of sus-
tainable use as a conservation
fool. It is essential that we win
the support of Falconers in
those countries that utilise wild-
taken Sakers. This is a significant
step and, although not seeming
tfo have direct impact on Euro-
pean falconers, the credibility
that it has already given to the
falconry community in our con-
tacts with all the international,
law-making NGOs (all those ini-
fials!) has skyrocketed. Now, in-
stead of us begging for seats at
the CBD (Convention on Biodi-
versity), the CMS (Conference
on Migratory Species), CITES
(you all know this one), they are
asking us to give the speeches
and make the presentations.

Everyone is familiar with pro-
moting Falconry Culture from
seeing all the ongoing UNESCO
related stuff, World Falconry
Day efc. But Culture is also Edu-
cation and last year there were
academic conferences in Bia-
lystok (Poland) and in Lisbon,
both very favourable to fal-
conry, and there is a cross-over
exhibition in the Spanish Na-
fional Science Museum in
Madrid (well worth seeing). Last
March, we spoke about how
falconry is depicted to the gen-
eral public, at Museum Cura-
tors’ Conference in Paris.

This inspired the idea for a Euro-
pean Cultural Routes Project.
IAF has an obligation as an Of-
ficial Advisory NGO to UNESCO
to develop and promote the
culture of falconry. The vision of
developing a Falconry Route
which celebrates both the ac-
tive living culture of falconry as

well as the historical culture is
inspired. This culture of falconry
is particularly rich all over Eu-
rope, but also in countries
which border the European
Union and which encircle the
Mediterranean Sea and extend
to the Persian Gulf and beyond.
We are aware of the signifi-
cance of falconry during the
Middle Ages as it bridged the
gulf between enemies in the
conflicts of the Crusades and
allowed a sharing of knowl-
edge, literature and culture
even in those froubled fimes.
We can foresee and even see
now falconry providing com-
mon links in today's areas of
conflict. Thus the IAF, as the co-
ordinating partner organisation
in this Cultural Routes Project,
can seek to enhance the con-
cept of a common European
identity as well as extending the
hand of friendship beyond the
confines of Europe. This project
will enable us to promote the
cultural aspects of falconry,
specifically encouraging those
with an interest in falconry, his-
tory and natural sciences to visit
places of interest, but will also
allow us to publicise events,
such as conferences, festivals
and fieldmeets and enhance
attendance.

More on Education: The Estab-
lishing of Falconers as the ex-
perts on Animal Welfare relating
to Falconry Raptors. Our I|AF
Guidelines for the General Wel-
fare of Falconry Raptors (ap-
proved at the 2014 Council of

Delegates Meeting in Doha)
are available on raptorwel-

fare.org and have dalready
been used (at the request of
natfional clubs) to develop wel-
fare regulations in Flemish Bel-
gium and, most recently, in
Malta, where the government
mentioned them by name in
National Law.

We are moving forward with an
online Welfare Self-audit (a
project whose development
was approved in Argentina last
year). Self-audit principles will
be available, (though not com-
pulsory) for any hunting falcon-
ers, pest contfrol operators,
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rehabilitators and breeders. We
are an international body and
recognise that in different
countries, traditions and meth-
ods are quite different, but
there are some principles that
are universal to all.

There are several sections in the
self-audit: General require-
ments, Legal  requirements
(these may be very different
around the world), Veterinary
requirements, Housing require-
ments etc, even special re-
quirements for the keeping and
managing of living food ani-
mals (if kept). Particularly im-
portant is the request for
back-up photos and document
uploads to back up the infor-
mation given.

There are three important things
to remember when looking at
this online form:

1. It will still. show the authorities
that we, the falconers, have re-
sponsibility and expertise; if
they decide to make welfare
laws, then they can use this, the
falconers’ set of criteria, rather
than a set given by someone
with no knowledge of birds of

prey.

2. If someone fills it in and reg-
isters (free for a trial period)
they get a certificate so if an
SPCA inspector comes they can
show it (of course, if they have
lied it is invalid). Even if they do
lie through their teeth, it is still
educational because they
learn what they should really
have in place.
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3. If they don't lie and are still
going to be prosecuted, then
IAF can link them up with an ex-
pert witness to dispute if the
case is unjustified.

This service is available free to
members of IAF Member Or-
ganisations and to IAF Sub-
scribers.

There is also proposed an online
course, IAF Animal Welfare for
Falconers. Animal welfare is es-
pecially dangerous because
there is neither a clear defini-
tion of what ‘welfare’ means,
nor clear knowledge even
among the falconry community.
This proposed course is online
based, entirely fee-paying and
is two flagships in one: to edu-
cate falconers and to take con-
trol of the political discussion.

The final big IAF project is a
Breeders Forum, Pedigree Sys-
tem and DNA Banking: respon-
sible falconers want to be able
to prove they deserve freedoms
through registration; responsi-
ble falconers want to be able to
move between national bound-
aries more freely with their
birds; discerning falconers want
to know what they are buying /
getting. It's becoming increas-
ingly evident that ‘lines’ exist
that are predisposed to certain
types within falconry, and some
breeders are producing
‘known’ lines which are sought,
as well as having rearing condi-
tions that are sought.

Banks are proposed through
DNA storage. Biotechnology is

constantly improving so we now
need less DNA, can store more
efficiently, and have more cost-
effective methods to ID individ-
val / species parentage. We
are aiming for a guaranteed
DNA bank, with long-term con-
tractual obligations and a simi-
larly guaranteed database
acceptable to CITES enforcers.
A system of species-level iden-
tification is being developed.
This is a bit fricky and new for
some species (but wanted by
the Arab and related markets
for proving 'pure' gyrs etc.) and
very useful in forensic cases
where a legitimate breeder of a
key species may be under
pressure by authorities to defin-
itively prove parentage.

A system of individual-level
identification that can allow
parentage tracing will be a bit
sparse to start with, but will
build up through the genera-
tions as the bank grows; in the
meantime, it will allow regis-
tered breeders to lodge their
own breeding stock in the
bank, mark it, and start creating
their own accredited pedigrees
and Stud Book. Small backyard
breeders, who produce for
themselves and friends are al-
ready volunteering to use this
scheme.

So ~what is the Brussels
Leviathan doing? We have seen
that Welfare is the biggest issue,
with a new Parliamentary Inter-
group on the Welfare and Con-
servation of Animals. This is a
reasonable group, which in-
cludes many members of the



Hunting Intergroup as well. Un-
fortunately, it is backed up by a
much more radical group that
includes both MEPs and radical
oufsider organisations — the Eu-
rogroup for Animals. This dou-
bles the press release capacity
and slews it back to the hard-
core. These people are the ad-
vocates of the ‘'Positive lists’,
proposed lists of animals that
may be kepft, that is restricting
pet keeping to a few species
like dogs, cats and rabbits. IAF
is closely monitoring this issue.

The most important of the Euro-
pean Conventions that channel
legislation is the Berne Conven-
fion, which has most recently
accepted the |AF Guidelines
with Regard to Invasive Alien
Species and Falconry (see IAF
website).

Expert groups in Bern Conven-
tion also cover the lllegal killing
of Birds, for example exftensive
netting along the southern
Mediterranean coastline and
spring hunting. This all links on

with Trafficking and lllegal frade
in Wildlife, which we are all
against, but we must be vigilant
we do not lose the baby with
the bathwater. For example, a
blanket ban on spring hunting
would stop spring rook hawking,
and a blanket ban on netting
would stop the traditional
Tunisian and Black Sea falcon-
ers from cafching their passage
spars. We have therefore at-
tended many workshops and
seminars on this in the past
months fo make small interven-
fions where we can ‘sow seeds’
and put things in perspective.
For example, Facebook pic-
fures of the seizure of 16 smug-
gled sakers in Iran were being
lauded as a major win in con-
servation, yet this 16 is only the
equivalent of 20miles worth of
electrocuted sakers on Mongo-
lian power lines. To make these
distinctions, we have fo be
present and use examples from
outside Europe as well as from
inside if. With the Birds and
Habitats Directives, the key
words are Biodiversity, stake-

holder interest and Community
stewardship. We use them as
offen as we can.

AF is about Communication;

we communicate the needs

of the individual falconers,
via their clubs and individual in-
volvement in IAF, to the Interna-
tional Agencies who make the
laws that affect us all. We do
this so that you don’'t have to
and so that you can spend
more time in the field, the
mountain, the forest and the
desert.

| hope the rest of the IHC gets
as infernationally enthusiastic
as | am as we prepare to host
falconers from right around the
planet in November in what
promises to be the best IAF
Meeting ever.

www.iaf.org
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made my first hood some-
time in the early 1980s. An

Anglo-Indian hood from
Philip Glasier's book Falconry
& Hawking. | used book-bind-
ing leather, a saddler’s awl
and thread and needle pur-
chased together on a card
as being for leather sewing.

Things were different then -
no internet resource, very lit-
tle in the library and nothing
on hood making. It seemed
obvious to me that all the
equipment would have to be
made by myself. So | made
jesses, leash, gloves and a
double-sided bag all out of
leather and then began my
first hood.

| knew straight away that |
was unhappy about the
three-pointed look of it and
could see no reason why
those points couldn't be
turned into nice curves that
followed the shape of a
bird's head betfer.

So by my second hood | was
already using a paftern mod-
ified by myself.

By the end of the 80s, | was
running a falconry centre
with many birds - five Pere-
grines, three Lanners, ftwo
Luggers, two Redtails, three
Harris hawks, three Ferrugi-
nous, a Bald and a Tawny
Eagle all needing hoods. So
off I went, making my modi-
fied pattern and blowing it
up on a photocopier to fit all
these birds. | used quite poor
leather a lot of the time but
an Anglo-Indian hood is very
forgiving, and fthey looked
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pretty good and fitted and
worked well on all these
birds. Sadly, | have no clear
images of them as | regarded
them simply as tools so usu-
ally unhooded any bird | took
pictures of and, in any case,
with pre-digital photography
the quality of what | did
have was very poor.

| lost the hood | used on my
Peregrine fiercel, Byron, in
the field whilst running after
him following a lovely suc-
cessful flight at parfridge
over my setfter and, on the
way home, was deftermined
fo make him a blocked
hood. | had collected a cou-
ple of resin casts of Mollen
blocks from Griff at the Welsh
Hawking centre as a gift
when picking up the Tawny
Eagle he sold me. Glasier’s
book had his falconry centre
pattern in it for both falcon
and ftiercel so | was good to

go.

Mark Richards came up a
few weeks later for his regu-
lar hawking frip and brought
some red snake skin for me
so that obviously had to be
put onto the eye panels.

The hood worked out preftty
well, that is it hanging out of
my mouth [PIC]. It was at this
fime | realised all the pat-
terns available had very poor
or, in some cases, no beak
opening, and having seen a
few birds develop a rub over
the soft gape | knew | pre-
ferred a fit that didn't cross
it. So encouraged by the
success of Byron's new bon-
net, | made a couple more

My hoods

lan Trevarth, UK

falconry centre hoods and a
Dutch hood with my own
beak opening. Largely, how-
ever, stuck to the super-easy
and forgiving Anglo-Indian
pattern that by now | had
made my own with rolled
edge, nice curves on fthe
top, improved beak opening
and always suede side out
for no reason other than |
liked it.

By the end of the 1990s, | had
moved on and was now em-
ployed and flying just the
one bird (a Finnish Gos bred
by Mark Richards) back in
Cornwall. Having been a
seven-days-a-week falconer
with huge amounts of land
and a variety of birds to fly, |
found weekend hawking in-
creasingly difficult fo recon-
cile. | couldn't do it to the
standard | wanted so gradu-
ally slipped out of it all to-
gether. | made no more
hoods.

Fast forward to 2010. After
spending some time living in
France, | returned again to
Cornwall. On my first birth-
day back in Cornwall, Mark
gave me a couple of blocks,
a few square feet of veg-
tanned leather and chal-
lenged me to make a Dutch
hood.

The whole thing was light-
hearted and | treated it as
fun. | wondered how could |
make a hood that would be
completely unexpected. So |
came up with the idea of a
bodged-wood hood, and
painted the leather with dyes
to look like wood.



hilarious, but
when | showed it to Mark
(who makes the best hoods |
have ever seen and is a font
of knowledge on the history
and development of the
craft), he didn't laugh. He
really liked it and thought it
the most original design work
he had seen for some time.
He also suggested | post it on
to the Falconry Forum to see
what the wider community
made of it. To my surprise, a
chap called George Duncalf
asked to buy it.

| thought it

So now | needed to make an-
other.

| am a fool for always doing
things the hard way, but my
reasoning was that it was the
originality of the hood that
had sold it. Yes of course it
had to be a functioning and
fitting hood but in reality, un-
like the 1990s, there were
now dozens of people mak-
ing really good hoods that
were not expensive and, with
the internet, were readily
available. How could | hope
someone would buy my work
when Steve Tait, Martin
Jones and many others were
all making top stuff available
at very fair prices? It seemed
unlikely knowing how good
these hoods were. Too many
people make excellent tradi-
tional-looking hoods for
there to be much room for
me. So | needed to continue
to be surprising in the designs
| put on my hoods but also |
felt, other than Nick Fox and
Ken Hooke, not many new
hood patterns had emerged.
Yes people had tailored vari-
ous patterns to make them fit

well but they were still recog-
nisable as Dutch or blocked
Anglo-Indian or Arab efc. |
needed to make a brand
new pattern.

So | made another Dutch
hood, stretched it onfo the
block and then drew a line
where the new seams would
be and with a scalpel cut it
off the block. | then pressed
it flat and traced a line
around it. That was the first
incarnation of the ‘Trevarth
Pattern’. | cut one out, put
some art work on it and
stitched it up. | put a small
beak opening on it knowing
it could be enlarged to fit
and posted a pic on the in-
tfernet. It wasn't perfect but
it was different, appealed to
collectors and sold. By this
means, | realised that | could
fund my research-and-devel-
opment phase with this pat-
fern by frying hard to make
each one practical and col-
lectable. | made some hor-
rors that actually offended

people because they
thought | was being disre-
spectful to falconry. But |

thought them funny and kept
going. Halfway through mak-
ing a hood, an idea for the
next would pop info my head
- popular culture, native
arts, ceramics, all were po-
tential for hood design.

Nothing was too out there. |
loved Breaking Bad for ex-
ample so made this one.

Fit was always my first con-
siderafion so gefting feed-
back from knowledgeable
customers was vital. It took a
while but | started getting

the fit | wanted and my pat-
tern began to work really
well. People even began to
say: ‘I really like the fit of
your hoods, but do you make
brown onese’

If you look at the corner of
the soft gape in the pic
below you can see that
there is a little foo much
leather cut away. It works
perfectly well (this one is in
Abu Dhabi) but fo my eye it
can be improved. So that lit-
tle adjustment was made to
the paftern and then off you
go and make another.

About this time, | came up
with the idea of marbling the
hoods. As far as | could tell, it
had never been done to a
hood before and my early
experiments looked amazing.
So along with the fif, my
hoods became recognisable
as a new product made by
me and not in any way a rip-
off of anyone else.
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daho was one of the first

states in the nation to recog-

nize falconry as a legal field
sport and develop a licensing
system for participants. In 1976,
when falconry permits became
a joint venture between state
wildlife management agencies
and the US Fish and Wildlife
Service (FWS), Idaho quickly be-
came a partneris the program.

At the time, there was specula-
tion in certain circles that fal-
conry might become a
potentially popular outdoor
pastime, and that falconers
might be negatively impacting
wild raptor populations. Since
then, however, the close
scrutiny of the sport has led to
some interesting revelations.
Studies now show that the cap-
ture of wild birds of prey for fal-
conry have no effect on wild
raptor populations; that fal-
conry has no impact on small
game, upland game and wa-
terfowl populations; and that in-
stead of being a rapidly
growing ‘fad’ sport, participant
numbers have remained rela-
tively constant over the past
four decades. While Idaho’s
wild raptor populations remain
healthy, the demand for these
birds over the years has re-
mained at a uniformly low level.

The sport of falconry is currently
managed by one of the most
demanding sets of regulations
imposed on any group of out-
door sportsman in this country.
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Under the joint system, FWS re-
quired all falconers to be tested
about raptor knowledge, fal-
conry techniques and state
laws; that their facilities be in-
spected to ensure compliance
with all equipment require-
ments; and that all newcomers
to the sport would serve a two-
year apprenticeship under an
experienced licensed falconer.
Put in fishing ferms, this is the
equivalent of an apprentice
passing Ichthyology 101, con-
structing line, a rod and a reel
from scratch, and building his
own drift boat before being al-
lowed to fish.

Permit Categories

To qualify as Apprentices,
would-be falconers must pass a
general raptor knowledge test
with @ minimum 70% score,
have facilities inspected, and
must be sponsored by a Master
falconer for two years. The Ap-
prentice is limited to possession
of one wild-caught raptor per
year.

Once the person has success-
fully served an apprenticeship,
he or she may advance to the
General level. The General-
class falconer is permitted to
possess two raptors per year, to
take nestlings for training, and
to acquire captive-bred raptors
for tfraining. After five years as a
General, the person may qual-
ify as a Master-class falconer.
The Master may possess three
raptors and take special-status

raptors from the wild, such as
peregrine falcons and golden
eagles, under permit.

Facilities Inspections

Before a falconer can be Ii-
censed by the Idaho Depart-
ment of Fish and Game (IDFG),
his/her facilities must pass in-
spection. The mode for inspec-
tions varies from state to state,
but the goals are uniformity and
compliance. In some places,
members of the state falconry
association are designated as
official inspectors by their
wildlife management agency.
In Idaho, conservation officers
or regional office staff conduct
these inspections. The purpose
of these inspections is to verify
that any acquired raptor will be
housed in facilities that exclude
potential predators, are safe for
the bird, and are protected
from the elements. During in-
spections, falconers must
demonstrate that they have all
of the proper gear on hand:
perches, bath pans, scales,
hoods, jesses, swivels, leashes,
etc. They must also show proper
documentation for any
raptor(s) held in possession. The
standard 3186A form serves as
proper documentation. Copies
of this form are held in triplicate
by the individual falconer, the
regional IDFG office, and the
FWS office in Portland, Oregon.

Birds of Prey Used in Falconry
Raptors used for falconry fit into
three  categories:  falcons,



hawks and eagles. Falcons are
fast, long-distance pursuit pred-
ators. Commonly used species
include American kestrels, mer-
lins, prairie falcons, peregrine
falcons and gyrfalcons. Often,
these falcons are taught to cir-
cle at great heights in the sky
and pursue their prey in high-
speed dives called ‘stoops’. In
this manner, large falcons can
be fairly matched in the field
against ducks, partridge,
pheasants and prairie grouse.
Smaller falcons may be used to
chase house sparrows, starlings,
quail and doves.

Popular hawks include buteos
(red-tailed hawks and ferrugi-
nous hawks), accipiters (sharp-
shinned hawks, Cooper’s hawks
and goshawks), and one
parabuteo, the Harris' hawk.
These are close-order hunters
that fly from the glove or follow
the falconer through the brush,
waiting for game to flush, in
much the same manner as shot-
gun hunting. Most red-tailed
hawks, Harris hawks and
goshawks are frained to hunt
rabbits. Under ideal conditions,
they can take ducks and up-
land game. The smaller and
more delicate sharp-shinned
and Cooper’'s hawks are well-
matched with quarry the size of
house sparrows and quail.

Because eagles require special
permits, large facilities, careful
handling, and great spaces for
flight, few falconers wish fto
have them. They are most often
flown at jack rabbits.

In Idaho, licensed falconers
may take young hawks and fal-
cons of specific species from
nests. During frapping season
(September to mid-February)
they may also capture free-fly-
ing juvenile raptors. Falconers
have five days to report the
age, sex, and species of each
raptor taken for falconry on a
standard 3186A form. In addi-
tion, state and federal laws
mandate that wild-taken gyrfal-
cons, peregrines and Harris’
hawks be identified with a num-
bered black-plastic leg band
provided by the FWS.

In addition to providing falcon-
ers pure stocks of hawks and
falcons for training, private
breeders also produce exotic
species and hybrid raptors of
various combinations for the
falconry market. To be eligible
for sale, captive-bred raptors
must be fitted with an individu-
ally numbered, seamless metal
band when they are approxi-
mately 10 days of age. Only li-
censed falconers may
purchase or receive these rap-
tors for sport hunting.

Non-resident Falconers
Non-resident falconers are per-
mitted to attend falconry meets
in ldaho and to hunt with their
raptors during designated sea-
sons. Any falconer licensed in
another state need only pur-
chase the proper non-resident
hunting license, along with the
appropriate upland game and
waterfowl fags and stamps, to
hunt with their raptor while in
Idaho. Falconers from other
states may also apply for an
Idaho non-resident falconry
capture permit from regional
offices. Most of the raptor
species commonly used in the
sport are allowed under permit.
Although modest quotas have
been set for individual species,
the demand has never ex-
ceeded the supply. A success-
ful applicant must present the
newly captured bird for inspec-
fion af the designated regional
office in order to validate the
permit.

Captive Breeding Permits

The captive breeding of raptors
falls under a separate permit
category. However, only quali-
fied falconers may apply for
such a permit and, as stated
previously, only licensed falcon-
ers may purchase or receive
captive-bred raptors for fal-
conry.

Change is Coming

After several decades, the FWS
has opted to return the man-
agement of the falconry pro-
gram to the states. All states
with falconry programs now
have until 2014 to develop in-
dependent regulations which

conform to a newly revised set
of federal guidelines. Being
proactive, the Idaho Falconers
Associatfion (IFA) drafted a re-
vised set of rules and presented
them to the Department. In a
meeting last spring, IFA repre-
senfatives and Department
staff agreed upon a revised set
of regulations that were later
approved by the Commission.
Approval of these revisions by
the legislature, anticipated
within a year, is still pending.

Peregrine Falcons

The quintessential representa-
tive of falconry from Medieval
Europe to present is the pere-
grine falcon. Recognized as the
‘fastest bird in the world’, pere-
grines have been clocked at
over 220mph in their high-speed
stoops. The last wild nestling
peregrine of the DDT era was
banded in Idaho in the mid-
1970s by Frank and John Craig-
head, internationally famous
wildlife biologists. This occurred
as the continental population
of peregrines was crashing, and
prior o the development of the
captive-breeding technology
that restored the species na-
tionally. While mankind has em-
ployed raptors to hunt for food
for approximately 4,000 years, it
was not until the early 1970s
that a captive-breeding tech-
nology was developed for birds
of prey. Prior to this time, all of
the raptors used in falconry
were taken from nests or
frapped in the wild. The neces-
sity to breed peregrine falcons
in captivity fo recover wild pop-
ulations devastated by DDT was
the driving force that galva-
nized falconers, biologists, con-
servationists, state and federal
agencies and the general pub-
lic fo pursue and support the
captive breeding of raptors in
this country and abroad.

The recovery of the peregrine
falcon population in the con-
tfiguous United Statfes is re-
garded as the most successful
restoration of a species by
modern wildlife management. It
should be noted that all of the
initial breeding stocks of pere-
grines were donated to Cornell
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University (where The Peregrine
Fund, Inc. was founded) by fal-
coners. In addition, it was fal-
coner-biologists who pioneered
all of the captive breeding and
release techniques that facili-
tated this remarkable success
story. For three decades, The
Peregrine Fund staff raised and
released thousands of pere-
grine falcons back into the wild.
Falconers with private raptor-
breeding facilities created arti-
ficial insemination fechniques
and advanced incubation
fechniques, in addition fo con-
tributing great numbers of pere-
grines to the restoration effort.

In 1999, the peregrine falcon
was removed from the federal
list of Endangered Species. It is
now legal for falconers to har-
vest wild peregrines for falconry
under permits from various
western states. As of 2009, lim-
ited numbers of capture permits
for juvenile migrant peregrine
falcons, known as tundra pere-
grines, were also issued to fal-
coners. Because these falcons
migrate down the East Coast
and Gulf of Mexico during au-
tfumn, Idaho falconers must
tfravel thousands of miles, and
make a serious investment in
fime and resources, to capture
one of these birds for falconry.
To date, a few Idaho falconers
have been applying for, and re-
ceiving, non-resident capture
permits for both nesting and mi-
grant peregrines.

Since the legal status of Idaho
peregrine falcons was down-
graded in August of 2009, it is
likely that a capture permit for
a nestling peregrine could be is-
sued in the near future. The
number of harvestable young
per state is set as a percentage
of production from known
breeding pairs. Based on avail-
able data, only one nestling
peregrine might be captured in
Idaho.

Conservation and Education

In the 1940s and 1950s, a fasci-
nation with falconry brought
likeminded people together to
stop the wholesale slaughter of
raptors, institute laws protecting
birds of prey, and establish fal-
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conry as a legal field sport in
the US At the time, thousands of
migrating raptors were shot dur-
ing aufumn at concenfration
points along mountain ridges
and coastlines in the East, and
on the margins of the Great
Lakes. A small group, falconer-
biologists were largely unsuc-
cessful until  they brought
world-wide attention to the ef-
fects of DDT on peregrine fal-
cons and other birds. In part,
this helped launch the environ-
mental movement of the 1970s.

Early on, falconers encouraged
and supported the develop-
ment of commercially available
radio-telemetry equipment for
fracking their birds. Since then,
miniaturised radio-tfransmitters
have found many applications
in the study of free-roaming
wildlife. In addition, falconer-bi-
ologists pioneered the use of
compact satellite fracking sys-
fems by studying the interconti-
nental migration of Arctic
peregrines.

The annual Dubois Grouse Days
event was the brainchild of the
late Kent Christopher. An avid fal-
coner and dog-trainer, Kent’s goal
was to highlight the unique biology
of sage grouse and encourage
public understanding of, and ap-
preciafion for, Idaho's shrub-
steppe ecosystem. Kent, along
with falconers and biologists from
around the counftry, formed the
North American Grouse Partner-
ship to further the conservation of
dwindling prairie grouse populo-
fions. Today, Idaho falconers ac-
fively participate in many local
sage grouse working groups.

The Icons of Idaho

As is often the case, the hard
work and dedication of one
fruly innovative individual is en-
shrined over time. In the case of
ldaho, the legacy of Morley
Nelson lives on. Beyond his his-
fory as a decorated soldier with
the 10th Mountain Division dur-
ing World War I, and his profes-
sion as a hydrologist with the
Soil Conservation Service, Mor-
ley was a crusader against the
wholesale slaughter of rapftors
nationally, an innovator in

wildlife photography working
with Walt Disney, and a lifelong
conservationist. But first and
foremost, he was a falconer.

It was Morley who recognised
the unique features of the
Snake River Canyon as a breed-
ing ground for large numbers of
falcons, hawks and eagles.
Through his tireless efforts to
protect this place, and through
the strong support of his friend,
then Governor Cecil Andrus,
this piece of public land, man-
aged by the Bureau of Land
Management, was set aside for
raptor conservation for all fime.

In his ‘spare’ time, Morley
worked with Idaho Power to de-
velop non-lethal perch struc-
tures for raptors that would
prevent conflict with power de-
livery. Years ago, an eagle
landed on an unprotected
power pole and crossed the
lines with its wings. This resulted
in the eagle being killed in-
stantly and power being
knocked out over a huge area.
Ignited into flames by electric-
ity, the eagle carcass fell to
earth where it started a range
fire. The perch systems and
nesting platforms Morley devel-
oped for power poles, espe-
cially high-tension power lines,
are now used internationally.

Morley championed eagles,
fighting the extermination cam-
paign waged upon them by
western livestock growers. Af
the time, thousands of eagles
were being trapped, poisoned
and gunned down from air-
craft. At critical political times
in the past, Morley and his
eagle flew back to Washington
DC to lobby Congress against
the destruction of raptors, in-
cluding our national symbol,
which resulted in the passage
of the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act.

Morley was also a founding
member of the North American
Falconers Association (Nafa),
and a pioneer in early captive
rapfor propagation. In the
1950s, he joined then PhD can-
didate Tom Cade in the Arctic



learning about gyrfalcons and
peregrines. In later years, while
teaching at Cornell University,
Dr Cade and others founded
The Peregrine Fund, Inc. When
this  non-profit  organisation
needed to consolidate ifs satel-
lite facilities in 1985, Morley and
Tom orchestrated its relocation
fo Boise. They also were instru-
mental in establishing a gradu-
ate programme in Raptor
Biology at Boise State University.

As you may know, there are no
national parks in
Idaho. The closest we

Peregrine Fund’s World Cenftre
For Birds of Prey is a combina-
tion captive breeding facility
and education centre. The
Velma Morrison Interpretive
Centre aftracts people from
around the world who are curi-
ous about birds, specifically
birds of prey. Located in a sep-
arate building across the park-
ing lot is their world-class
ornithological library. It meets
the needs of global researchers
by supplying scientific literature,
in hard copy and electronic

sitive raptor species that are
bred for release in other stafes,
as well as other parts of the
world. Security at these facilities
is critical as the birds must be
quarantined to avoid epizootics
and other health risks. In many
cases, these specimens fruly
are irreplaceable.

In addition, however, many va-
rieties of raptors, from fropical
to Arctic, are on display at the
Visitor Centre. During spring
and summer, visitors may also
experience flight
demonstrations

come to land in that
category are Craters
of the Moon National
Monument,  jointly
operated by the Na-
fional Park Service
and State of Idaho,
and the newly desig-
nated Morley Nelson
Snake River Birds of
Prey Natural Area.
The latter area, lo-
cally referred to as
‘the NCA'’, includes
80miles of Snake
River Canyon running
between Celebra-
fion Park near Melba
in the west and Ham- U
mett to the eaqst.
Here, nearly half a
million acres of pub-

lic land have been

set aside for the largest concen-
tration of nesting raptors known
in North America.

Boise is now known as the
Mecca for the study of raptors
throughout the world. It should
therefore come as no surprise
to learn that, per capita, there
are more falconers and raptor
biologists in southwest Idaho
than anywhere else in the
world. This is largely the result of
three separate entities: the
Morley Nelson Snake River Birds
of Prey Natural Area, the World
Center for Birds of Prey, and
Boise State University's Master’s
degree program in Raptor Biol-

ogy.

World Centre for Birds of Prey
Located at the fterminus of
south Cole Road in Boise, The

that showcase the
extraordinary
powers of flight
that raptors pos-
sess.

Sculptures,
plagues and dis-
plays pay homage
fo numerous fal-
coners, including
Morley Nelson,
who furthered the
cause of falconry
and raptor conser-

The recovery of the peregrine in the

Sis regarded as the most successful
restordtion of a species by modern
wildlife management

form, and with sophisticated lit-
erature search capabilities.

Adjacent to the library is the sin-
gularly unique Archives of Fal-
conry. Here, the history, art and
accoutrements of the sport of
falconry, along with artefacts
from multiple cultures dating
back hundreds of years, are as-
sembled under one roof. This
museum displays over 40 origi-
nal paintings, boasts over 1,500
books on falconry, hunting, and
raptors, and contains the most
extensive collection of falconry
equipment in the world. It is
fruly a one-of-a-kind facility.
Tours are by appointment only.

Cordoned off from the public
view are captive populations of
California condors, aplomado
falcons and other rare and sen-

vation throughout
the world. By rec-
ognizing the ac-
complishments of
the past, we can
best understand
the importance of
protecting what
we have for the future.

Bruce Haak is a Regional
Wildlife Biologist studying
nongame species in the South-
west Region since 1995. Bruce
started falconry at age 12 and
later conducted research on
prairie falcons for his master’s
degree at Oregon State Univer-
sity. He has written books on fal-
conry (The Hunting Falcon) and
the natural history of the prairie
falcon (Pirate of the Plains). He
also bred peregrine falcons in
captivity for 20 years. Bruce cur-
rently conducts research on au-
fumn raptor migration via
satellite telemetry, monitors
merlins wintering in the Treasure
Valley and proctors the two
pairs of urban-nesting peregrine
falcons in Boise and Nampa.
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At the Fifth Qatar International Fal-
con and Hunting Festivalin 2014, a
series of talks were given at a con-
ference for '‘Veterinary Medicine
for Falconry into the 21st Century'.
A collaboration between the Inter-
national Association for Falconry
and Conservation of Birds of Prey
and The Qatari Society of Algan-
nas, the four day conference fea-
tured a number of top speakers.
Here we present the ‘Falcon Nutri-
tion Masterclass’ from this event
written by Dr Neil Forbes.

Abstract

The aim of this paper is to review
the available scientific and practi-
cal falconry text on raptor nutrition
in order that vets can advise fal-
coners on feeding regimes, as far
as possible based on proven scien-
fific research, assisted by practical
information.

Infroduction

The argument, that in the absence
of detailed nutritional data the di-
etary needs of any individual
species are most likely to be met
by feeding a diet closely approxi-
mating to that which would be
taken in the wild under ideal con-
ditions (Kirkwood 1981), can be
contested. Firstly, without detailed
nutritional data, how can ‘ideal’
conditions be identified?¢ Even a
relatively accurate analysis of 0%
of a wild birds infake may not be
tfruly reflective of the nutrient profile
of the diet (Brue 1994). In the wild
most raptors are opportunistic
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Raptor Nutrition: What we feed
them, what goes wrong and how

we deal with it

by Neil Forbes BVetMed RFP DipECAMS FRCVS, England

eatersi.e. they eat anything which
is available e.g. feathered and
furred quarry also insects, reptiles
and carrion. Whilst some species
have adapted over many thou-
sands of years to a certain food in-
take, in  many others the
environment in which they live and
hence the food availability will
have altered, often at arate faster
than the birds’ metabolism has
been able to adapt (Brue 1994). A
totally natural diet is impossible to
replicate in captivity regimes
(Dierenfeld et al. 1994), particularly
because a wild bird has the option
of choice (even if availability de-
termines this), (indeed choice may
vary with season and breeding ac-
tivity), whilst a captive bird does
not. In addition, captive birds may
have different inherent nutritional
requirements on account of their
unnatural life style (Brue 1994). Wild
birds often live short lives and
death due to malnutrition is the
most common cause of mortality in
wild populations (Keymer et al.
1980; Hirons et al. 1979; Brue 1994).
In essence, the modern falconer
needs fo develop feeding regimes
based on the requirements of cap-
five bred, raised and maintained
birds as opposed to trying to repli-
cate the, less than perfect, feeding
pafterns of wild raptors. Falconers
bemoan the lack of scientific re-
search into raptor nutrition for do-
mesticated raptors. The primary
reason to study nutrition, for the fal-
coner, should be to improve the
wellbeing of the raptors in our

care. There are many factors that
can influence both the quantity of
food required by a raptor and its’
requirements for specific vitamins.
Life style, husbandry, geographical
areaq, different stages of the life
cycle, for example the stage of de-
velopment, growth rate, health
status and production level of our
birds can all affect their nutritional
requirements. Our aim should be to
achieve/maintain opftimal health:
greater longevity (achieving the
full potential [flight and breeding]
life span of your raptor) may be
possible by optimising the diet as
some dietary components may
have protective effects, for exam-
ple, antioxidants are known o help
reduce cholesterol levels. Promote
disease avoidance: nutritionally re-
lated disease can occur, which
with knowledge can usually be
avoided, for example:

¢ DIRECT, because of inappropri-
ate diet content or quantity:
Starvation;

Malnutrition / sub optfimal nutrition;
Metabolic Bone Disease (Ca:P:D3
in balance) (i.e. rickets);

Obesity (leading most commonly
to cardiovascular or liver disease);
Toxicities (e.g. excessive fat soluble
vitfamin supplementation, or min-
eral poisoning);

Competition for food between
birds in the same aviary.

¢ INDIRECT, as a consequence of
altered requirements due to other
conditions:



Management techniques and
housing;

Rapid levels of neonatal growth;
Fledging;

Moulting;

Reduced or ineffective plumage
leading fo increased heat loss;
Breeding, egg laying and rearing;
Old age;

Increased or decreased exercise;
Following medical treatment e.g.
antibioftics altering the gut flora;
During recovery after illness or
freatment;

Altered ambient temperatures;
During periods of high stress e.g.:
Adverse weather reaction;

Weight reduction prior to entering;
Injury, change of aviary / hus-
bandry or other conditions leading
fo sudden increases in metabolic
rate.

* DISEASE, leading tfo:

Reduction in appetite;

Reduction in availability of food
(e.g. parasitism);

Diarrhoea — decreased absorp-
tfion of nutrients and electrolytes in
view of increased transit rates;
Reduced ability to store or mobilise
nutrients, especially in liver disease.

e GENERAL ILL-HEALTH, for exam-
ple:

Metabolic disorders, e.g. liver dis-
ease, thyroid disorders, diabetes;
Neoplasia (i.e. cancers);

Senility

* FOOD QUALITY, for example:
Excessive storage fimes reducing
nutritional value;

Excessive storage fimes reducing
water content;

Restricted food source / type,
leading to limifing factors e.g. es-
senfial amino acids;

Poor hygiene precautions resulting
in bacterial contamination;
Reduced quality food e.g. rancid-
ity (excessive storage) which re-
duces vitamin E levels;

Usage of incorrectly balanced
food supplements;

Excessive or inappropriate usage
of food supplements.

HOW ARE NUTRIENT REQUIRE-
MENTS QUANTIFIED?

In establishing dietary requirements
the goal is to determine what
amount of food or parficular nutri-
ent is sufficient, if ingested rou-
finely, to prevent impairment of
health even if intake becomes in-
adequate for a short period, for
the life stage and life style in-
tended.

1. Maximum growth in the young
This is a common criterion used for
commercial animals. However:
whilst maximum growth is advanta-
geous in birds destined for meat
production, very rapid growth
rates are often contra indicated in
raptors (Forbes and Rees Davies
2000)

2. Maximum breeding production
(to fledging)

This is also a common yardstick, al-
though excessive production of
young can harm the parents and
result in poor quality off spring.

3. Prevention/cure of deficiency
diseases

This depends on the observational
endpoint chosen. (E.g., 5-10 mg of
vitamin A per day prevents growth
defects, but skin fissue becomes
discoloured at this intake level).
Seemingly this criterion could on
occasion, therefore, be consid-
ered inappropriate in the light of
the current concern for levels that
promote optimal health as op-
posed to disease prevention.

4. Saturation of tissue

Determines the amount that will
not cause any further increases in
concenftration of the nutrient in the
fissues. Problem: some nutrients

(e.g.. fat-soluble vitamins) dissolve
in adipose tfissue, and willaccumu-
late to toxic levels, leading to po-
tentially life threatening diseases.

5. Balance studies

Method — measure input and out-
put; when they are equal, assume
the body is saturated. Assumes
that the size of the body pool of
the nutrient is appropriate and is
not changed by the experiment.
Assumes that higher levels of infake
would do no good (clearly noft frue
of water — hardly anyone would
recommend just enough water to
maintain balance). Such results are
only relevant to the bird in that
confrolled environment, at that life
stage.

6. Changes in a secondary vari-
able

Changes in some secondary vari-
able in response to the nutrient
may be measured, e.g., changes
in copulation frequency in fiercels
in response to Vitamin E supple-
mentatfion.

7. Amounts in typical diefs
Sometimes it is difficult or impossi-
ble to determine the amount of a
nutrient that is required. In such
cases the amounts that seemingly
healthy raptors in a wild population
take in may be accepted as the
norm. These levels, however, may
be limited by population levels,
prey availability, seasonal factors,
lifestyle or geography (raptors in
the wild may not need vitamin D in
their diets, however, those kept in
poorly designed, dark aviaries
may).

WHAT IS AN ESSENTIAL
NUTRIENT?

The classical definifions are:
 Essential nutrient: substance that
must be obtained from the diet be-
cause an animal cannot make it in
sufficient quantities to meet ifs

37



needs. Biofin is necessary in metab-
olism, but raptors normally produce
sufficient quantities within  their
bodies. In confrast, pantothenic
acid is equally necessary, but it is
not produced infternally. Hence,
pantothenic acid is an essential
nutrient.

1. Macronutrient: nufrient needed
in large amounts (many grams
daily).

2. Micronutrient: nutrient needed in
small amounts (typically milligrams
daily).

¢ Conditional requirements: some
substances are not generally con-
sidered essential to life, but might
become so under specific circum-
stances (that is, condifional defi-
ciencies are possible). The
existence of conditional deficiency
states may give rise to exagger-
ated claims of the importance of
certain substances in normal diets,
leading to the recommendation of
unnecessary routine supplementa-
tfion. For example the supplemen-
tation of a raptors diet with
thiamine may be recommended
for fish eating birds. These may im-
prove in condition and cease fit-
ting if the supplement is given. The
additional thiamine, however, is
only required, because of the nat-
urally occurring ‘thiaminase’ (an
enzyme which digests thiamine) in
the fish, which is destroying the nor-
mally available levels of thiamine.

OUTLINING THE BASICS OF A
FEEDING REGIME

As a basic principle, it is important
fo remember that each raptor
species has evolved over millennia
to fill a very specific ecological
niche (Brue 1994). The consump-
tion of a prey animal by a raptorin-
volves the bird eafing casting (fur
& feather), muscle, bone, viscera
and the prey's gut content. In sup-
plying food to capftive birds, all
these elements should be consid-
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ered. Any alteration to the birds
diet, even from one prey species to
another, in either capftive or free
living individuals can result in a
change in the relative proportions
of these materials consumed. It has
been established that a raptors
food requirement varies with body
size. Buzzards, kites and eagles re-
quire approximately <10% wet
weight, in food, of their body-mass
per day, large falcons and Accip-
iter species 10-15%, whilst small fal-
cons and accipiters
20-25%(Kirkwood 1980 & 1985).
Total food requirement, therefore,
can be seen as a correlation be-
tween an individual birds digestive
efficiency and its metabolic rate.

COMMONLY USED RAPTOR
FOOD

e Day-old chicks: are often, mis-
takenly, considered to have the
equivalent nutritional value of a
single hen's egg. This is not the
case. The formation of an embryo
within an egg and the develop-
ment and subsequent hatching of
a chick dramatically changes the
chemical and nutritional value of
yolk and albumen (Table 3). Day-
olds are used as the basis of a sto-
ple diet for the majority of species
of birds of prey. Offering a high
protein, low fat diet with good lev-
els of vitamins and calcium. In are-
cent study, the body composition
of young American kestrels (Falco
sparverius) fed on a diet of either
day-old cockerels or mice were
compared. This comprehensive
study (Lavigne et al. 1994a &
1994b) provides ample evidence
as to the nutritional adequacy of
day-old cockerels as a food source
for American kestrels. It should of
course always be remembered
that not all chicks, mice etc are
equal, the nutrient value will in turn
be governed by what they were
fed on. The calcium levels, which
are required by growing birds of

prey, would be met by any of the
whole prey outlined in Table 3
(Dierenfeld et al. 1994). Calcium
levels, however, also need o be
evaluated in relation to both di-
etary phosphorus (P) and vitamin
D3. Ca:P ratios of 1:1 — 2:1 have
been reported for indeterminate
egg layers (poultry) with determi-
nate egg layers i.e. those birds
which lay eggs during a specific
breeding season e.g. raptors, re-
quiring lower levels (Bird & Ho 1976;
Dierenfeld et al. 1994). Day-old
chicks have the correct Ca: P ratio
(the most important single factor)
as well as good overall levels of
calcium. The conclusion, is that
day-old chicks are the ideal staple
diet for most species of birds of
prey, being nutritionally sound, with
high ME/GE ratios, as well as being
economically priced, readily avail-
able and convenient to use. As
previously discussed, however, it
would be most unwise to feed ex-
clusively one type of food, there-
fore, a varied diet is always
indicated.

e Quail: At six weeks old there ap-
pear to be no nutritional differ-
ences between male and female
quail, however, at 16-weeks of age
marked differences appear: the
nutritional quality of males remains
unchanged yet the fat levels in fe-
male quail have almost doubled
(Clum et al. 1997).

Age and sex differences in quail
leads us to classify the main types
that are available as follows:

5 week old male culls, 6 — 8 week
old prime birds, 8 month old ex-
layer birds, Vitamin E enhanced
quail. Quail become sexually mao-
ture at 6 weeks of age, therefore,
the most readily available quail are
surplus males that are culled at 5
weeks old, i.e. those birds not re-
quired for breeding programmes. 6
— 8 week old birds are generally



considered to be the best quail
readily available and are suitable
for most raptors. 8 month old layer
birds are the by-product of egg
production, frequently yolk and fat
filled and often carrying significant
levels of pathogens and disease.
These birds can represent a bio-se-
curity risk to captive raptors. Vita-
min E enhancement of quail fed to
falcons, at the Peregrine Fund fo-
cility Boise Idaho has seen:
Improved libido effects in adults
(increased copulation frequency);
Increased hatchability of eggs
(59% to 83%);

Increased activity in chicks with, for
example, food begging occurring
between 4 & 10 hours earlier than
in previous years (although one ac-
cepts this was not a confrolled
trial). It should be remembered
that in the same way as our birds
are as good as what we feed
them, so in furn the food we feed
our birds is only as good as what
they, in furn, were fed.

e Rats: notwithstanding the above
comments regarding vitamin E en-
hanced quail, rats are naturally
high in vitamin E, therefore, a
sfrong argument exists for using
both rat and quail as part of a
feeding regime. Rats appear to be
almost opposite to the quail in that
the younger the rat the higher the
vitamin content (Dierenfeld 1994).
* Hamsters: nutritionally equivalent
to rats, hamsters may be a good
substitute for those falconers who
do not wish to prepare rats. The
thin skin and fur combined with
their smaller size, means that ham-
sters do not require evisceration
and can be fed whole.

* Guinea pigs: are herbivores and
so have long digestive tracts and
require evisceration prior to feed-
ing. Guinea pigs have very loose
fur, which can quickly fill a falcon’s
crop and should be totally skinned

before feeding.

* Mice: are typically the most ex-
pensive food available to smaller
hawks and owls in terms of their
cost to weight ratio. Clum et al.
1997 expressed concern over their
particularly high levels of vitamin A.
Additionally, their high fat content
and low protein levels (Lavigne et
al. 1994a & 1994b) suggests they
are less suited to feeding to birds of
prey than appreciated.

e Wild prey species: any wild
source of food (e.g. pigeon, game,
road fraffic kills) must be consid-
ered potentially contaminated.
That animal failed the ‘fitness for
life tfest’ and we do not know why.
Such birds may be carrying
pathogens, parasites or toxins.
Many falconers’ feed ferreted, ri-
fled or shotgun shot foods (espe-
cially rabbit and pigeon). Shotgun
kiled quarry should never be fed.
Rifle bullets frequently fragment on
impact, so even head rifle shot
food should be discarded. Fer-
reted or hawk caught rabbits may
contain lead pellets from a previ-
ous non-fatal shooting incident.
Lead ingestion from the consump-
fion of fallen shooters quarry is a
major cause of mortality especially
in free living eagles (Saito et al.,
2000). Keepers should be aware of
the clinical signs of lead poisoning
(weakness of legs and wings, in-
ability to stand, often grasping the
feet eachin the other, inco-ordino-
fion, poor appetite, green faeces,
and weight loss). It only takes one
lead pellet to kill a raptor; any sug-
gestive signs should result in imme-
diate presentation to an avian vet
for examination and appropriate
life saving therapy.

» Other foods: the feeding of mus-
cle (e.g. shin of beef) as a major
part of the diet is unsatisfactory
without supplementation. Birds fly-

ing on public display, are often fed
beef as the public may object to
seeing fluffy chicks or mice fed. This
can lead fto calcium deficiency
even in adult birds presenting with
cenfral nervous signs or muscle
cramps. Dietary composition s
more critical in neonates than that
of adults. The diet for chicks and
growing eyasses must comprise
whole carcasses, and not simply
muscle (i.e. meat). When consider-
ing eyass diet it is important to
study the food that is being con-
sumed by the chick, rather than
the food which is being offered to
the parents, the two may be very
different.

In conclusion, no one raptfor diet
can be ideal for all species. Day
old chicks may make up the main-
stay of raptor diets, but should be
supplemented with variety of other
wholesome foods, this is the case
for both hunfing and breeding
birds. Falconers should not neglect
the vitamin and other trace ele-
ment requirements of their birds
when limiting food intake in order
to control weight for flight training.

PROBLEM AREAS TO BE
AVOIDED IN FEEDING

1. Ignoring differences between
species

There may be a temptation fo
feed the same feeding regime for
all birds of prey. The nutritional re-
quirements of hawks, falcons,ea-
gles, owils, secretary birds or
ospreys, vary between generaq,
with age, reproductive cycle and
whether the bird is being flown,
moulted out or free loffed. Wide
variances exist between species,
for example, European Kestrels
(Falco finnunculus) can breed suc-
cessfully for several generations on
an exclusive day old chick diet
(Forbes & Cooper 1993). In contrast
merlins (Falco columbarius) fed on
the same diet will not thrive. Free
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living merlins consume a predomi-
nantly insect-based diet and a
high fat diet may be a conftributory
factor in Fafty Liver Kidney Syn-
drome of Merlins (Forbes & Cooper
1993). The diet of free living Secre-
tary birds (Sagittarius serpentarius)
is predominantly snakes, which are
lower in energy and higher in Ca:P
ratio than most commercial raptor
diets. Young fast growing Secretary
birds fed on standard raptor diets
may suffer a Ca:P:D3 in balance
with resultant metabolic bone dis-
ease (rickets).

2. Unnecessary or excessive
vitamin supplementation

Vitamin supplementation is not a
good substitute for good basic nu-
trition (Sandfort et al. 1991, Forbes
& Rees Davies 2000). Furthermore,
if raptors are being fed a good
diet, supplements will only be re-
quired at times of additional stress
(e.g. training, moulting, breeding),
if at all (Forbes & Rees Davies 2000).
The problem is two-fold:

a. Incorrectly balanced supple-
ments, for raptfors ie. a
vitamin/mineral supplement based
on the nutritional requirements of
one species is unlikely to be suit-
able for another (Angel & Plasse
1997, Forbes & Rees Davies 2000).
All fat-soluble vitamins compete
with each other for absorption.
Hence if any one of the fat-soluble
vitamins is available in excess there
can be competitive exclusion in
the fat micelle. This leads to an an-
tagonistic interaction among the
vitamins. A vitamin supplement for-
mulated for one species may well
be incorrect for another. Any sup-
plement used should be one pre-
pared professionally specifically for
raptors.

b. Inaccurate supplementation, ei-
therin an attempt to ‘do good’ i.e.
in the mistaken idea that if one
pinch is good, two pinches are
better, or simply through lack of
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accurate manufacturers guide-
lines. In a study undertaken at
Houston Zoo (Angel & Plasse 1997),
wide variations were found
amongst individual keepers' inter-
pretation of the quantities of sup-
plements that should be added to
avian diets. "A pinch” was found
to weigh between 0.1 and 1.9 g.
Vitamin supplementation added
directly to the food has also not
shown any detectable differences
in health although food supple-
mentation when provided in the
food to prey species, has shown
benefits to the secondary con-
sumer (Dierenfeld et al. 1989).

In conclusion, varied, whole animall
diets are desirable as they require
little or no supplementation (Car-
penter et al. 1987, Burnham et al.
1987, Dierenfeld et al. 1994, Bruning
et al. 1980, Lavigne et al. 19940 &
1994b, Forbes and Rees Davies
2000).

3. Monotypic diets — (being pro-
vided with only of one kind of
food)

Despite the adequacy of day-old
cockerels as a staple food for
many species of raptors, mono-
typic diets are unlikely to be advis-
able. Manganese deficiency, for
example, has been documented
in capftive raptors fed a diet con-
taining exclusively rat (Clum et al.
1997).

4. Monophagism — (habitual
eating of only one kind of food)
Comparative work on digestive ef-
ficiency of birds of prey has shown
that the Common Buzzard (Buteo
buteo), a generalist species, has a
greater digestive efficiency on a
wider range of prey than the Pere-
grine Falcon (Falco peregrinus), a
specialist species (Barton & Hous-
tfon 1993). Such variation in the
ability of different species to ex-
fract nutrients from their food re-

quires the falconer to consider the
dietary suitability for his own
species and to ensure that the
birds of prey in his care do not be-
come locked into eating a narrow
selection of foods. Raptors have no
innate nutritional knowledge. Like
children who would eat burgers
and sweets daily if allowed, raptors
may be selective. Only enough
food of a single type per day
should be fed, with diet variation
taking place over a period of fime,
in order fto ensure that large
enough portions of each food type
are eaten thereby maximising the
nutritional advantages of each
food consumed.

5. Excessive food provision

Birds eat fo satisfy energy de-
mands, so on a diet high in energy
e.g. a high fat diet; they will eat less
and therefore may not obtain the
required micronutrients or frace el-
ements from the food they con-
sume. Although the dietary
requirements of a captive raptor
are less than that of a wild bird,
their micro nutfrient and trace ele-
ment requirements will be the
same, i.e. proportionately they re-
quire more frace elements. Whilst
food energy content confrol is
strict in flying birds (for weight con-
trol), it is less certain in aviary birds,
such that obesity can arise. Exces-
sive feeding leads fo selectivity,
potfentially deficiencies, obesity
and the potential for food decay,
ingestion of spoiled food and the
aftraction of vermin.

6. Incomplete diets

Whole diets comprising flesh, bone,
skin and casting materials are
preferable to partial diets compris-
ing just lean meat. Bones, for ex-
ample, found in pellets cast by the
gyrfalcon, (Falco rusticolus), were
heavily modified by digestion, with
traces of digestion observed on
more than 80% of arficular ends,



nearly 100% of broken surfaces and
on some shaffs. It would appear,
therefore, that the digestive fract
of falcons are adapted to cope
with bone structure and that the
high levels of digestion found sug-
gest that bones form an important
part of the diet of birds of prey.

7. Over enthusiastic evisceration
The liver of an animal stores over
90% of the vitamin A content of a
carcass as well as many other vito-
mins (Annex B). The evisceration of
animals, therefore, beyond the re-
moval of the intestines (where nec-
essary) should be avoided. The
routine de-yolking of day-old
chicks will also dramatically reduce
their vitamin A content and is not
recommended except in specific
situations, for example when feed-
ing merlins, when yolk once a
week is the maximum recom-
mended frequency (Forbes and
Cooper 1993).

POOR PREPARATION, STOR-
AGE AND HANDLING

The manner and duration of stor-
age can dramatically affect food
quality and nutrient levels. Blast
feeding of day-old chicks, for ex-
ample, produces a significantly
higher nutritional quality end prod-
uct when compared to slow freez-
ing in a domestic chest freezer. If
meat products remain at room or
body temperature for any period
during the euthanasia, freezing,
storing, fransport, storage, thawing,
feeding process, bacterial levels
which are bound to be present will
be permitted to multiple — rapidly
creatfing a dangerously contami-
nated diet. Food kept for pro-
fracted periods (>3m) in domestic
and commercial freezers deterio-
rates in nutritional quality, particu-
larly in ferms of water-soluble
vitamins and vitamin E. Freezing is
a drying process and long-term
storage (unless sealed) can re-

duce the water content of food.
As birds of prey obtain the majority
of their water intake from their
food, moisture depletion caused
by long-term storage can cause
potential problems during warm
weather. Food should always be
sourced from reputable suppliers
with modern large-scale freezing
plant and with sufficient turnover of
stock to ensure that the food sup-
plied has been frozen immediately
after culling and is supplied as soon
afterwards as possible. The temp-
tation of bulk buying to obtain
quantity discounts, with subse-
quent long-term storage in domes-
fic freezers should be avoided. The
method of killing should be ascer-
tfained and it should be certain
that no toxic or noxious substances
could be in the food.

Barbiturate poisoning has occurred
in both wild and capfive raptors
after birds have been fed the car-
casses of animals euthenased with
pentobarbitone. Other possible
foxic contaminants include al-
phachloralose, mercury, mevin-
phos and other pesticides. Animals
or birds fed to raptors must not
have been on any form of med-
ication, or medicated withdrawn
food prior to their death. The feed-
ing of day old poults hatched from
anfibiotic freated turkey eggs has
led to infertility (Forbes & Rees
Davies 2000). The potential risks of
zoonotic (diseases transferable to
man from animals) infections
should always be considered when
handling raptors or their food.

VETERINARY ASPECT OF
RAPTOR NUTRITION

Common deficiencies and
excesses

Although this is already covered,
since this subject is so important the
practical aspects of Ca:P:vitamin
D3 are also considered, in greater
depth, here. Ca:P:D3 in balance,

metabolic bone disease (MBD),
also commonly known as rickets is
the most important nutritional defi-
ciency of raptors. Birds may pres-
ent with signs ranging from slight
bowing of the legs, longitudinal ro-
tation of the fibio tarsae to major
multiple folding fractures of the
skeleton and even fits. MBD is most
likely to occurin fast growing larger
species. Breeders should be ad-
vised not to feed such species ad
libitum, but rather to restrain the
potential growth rate. ‘Angel wing’
or ‘slipped wing' (an outward roto-
tion of the section of the wing from
which the primary feathers origi-
nate) has been experienced in
several fast growing larger rapftors,
in particular when being imprinted.
This is readily controlled if diag-
nosed early by bandaging the pri-
maries against the body, together
with Ca, vitamin D3 supplementa-
tion and restriction of the growth
rate. The diet must comprise of
whole carcasses, i.e. not simply
muscle (i.e. meat).

The author has investigated cal-
cium deficiencies in free living
Golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos)
and European buzzard (Buteo
buteo). In the former case the
young were parent reared in an
area with limited ground game
(rabbit or hare). The birds were
feeding predominantly on fallen
sheep and deer carcasses. How-
ever, the young were only consum-
ing meat from the carcasses (as
sheep and deer bones were too
large for young to ingest). The buz-
zards were rearing young in an
area with a significant rabbit die
off due to myxomatosis. Food was
plentiful and rabbit bones were too
large for young buzzard chicks,
moreover in view of excessive food
availability selectivity of ingestion
was encouraged. A similar situa-
tion can arise when a breeder
feeds a whole carcass diet of rab-

4]



42

bit and pigeon for the parent rearing say, young
Harris' hawks (Parabuteo unicintus). Either the
young are unable to consume the larger bones
or the parents feed what is easiest. The result is se-
vere MBD. It is always a question of what food is
consumed by the birds rather than what is pro-
vided. Calcium deficiency may also be encoun-
tered in neonates produced by a hen with
significant renal pathology, or from one which has
laid an excessive number of eggs (due fo egg
pulling or multiple clutching). Any hen likely to
‘multiple clutch’ should be supplemented with
Ca, D3 as soon as the first clutch is completed.
Calcium deficiency due to inadequate D3 levels
is less common in raptors in comparison with
psitftacines as most capftive raptors have access
to day light, this could change in the event of en-
forced housing due to avian influenza risk.

Obstructions

Casting: is the indigestible parts of the carcass,
normally consumed and then regurgitated as a
pellet by raptor. This includes hair, feathers and in
some cases (e.g. owls) skeletal elements. Casting
should not be given to any chicks under 12 days
of age, and for some species (e.g. Merlin) not until
20 days of age. This applies in particular to ‘hard’
casting such as rodent fur, whilst chick down is
considerably easier to deal with. Young chicks
are typically unable to cast such material; lead-
ing to a proventricular obstruction and death.
Clinically a firm swelling may be palpable caudal
to the edge of the sternum. Standard medical
freatment using prokinetics, oral and parenteral
fluid therapy, and oral liquid paraffin is typically
ineffective. Surgery of such debilitated neonates
typically results in the chicks death. If instead the
chick is force fed for a few days, so it increases in
size, it will then typically be able to pass the cast-
ing itself. Breeding females with developing ovar-
ian follicles and a swollen active oviduct may
have difficulties with excessive casting due to
lack of coeliomic space. Casting should be re-
duced rather than increased in pre-egg laying fe-
males. A normal raptor will produce a castfing 8
— 16 hours after a meal. Birds cannot be fed
again until they have cast. If feeding occurs prior
to casting, a small infestine obstruction can arise.
If presented with a thin or a weak bird, where it is
desirable to increase the birds condition (weight),
then frequent, small, cast free meals of readily di-

gestible food (e.g. skinned day old chicks), should
be given. As soon as the crop is empty the bird
may be fed again.

Inadvertent ingestion of indigestible matter: On
occasions organic material may be consumed
with food (e.g. peat or vegetable material from
nest ledges, wood shavings, which the bird is un-
able to cast. In such cases an ingluviolith or
proventricular impaction may occur. Harris'
hawks are considered the most intelligent of the
common capftive raptor species. They will at times
‘play’ with materials in their surroundings and can
ingest various foreign bodies. One example is that
they can learn to untie the knot tethering their
leash to the perch. The leash can be pulled free
of the swivel and the bird can then swallow the
leash necessitating an ingluviotomy, although the
bird will often cast it back itself. Large foreign
bodies may be safely left 24 hours, in the expec-
tation that the bird will naturally cast them. Owls,
both in captivity and in the wild, occasionally eat
very long twigs (on occasions 6 — 8 inches long).
The bird may appear in appetent, uncomfortable
and miserable. Sometimes the twig is ‘cast’, but
on other occasions, it may perforate the crop or
proventriculus with a grave prognosis. Endo-
scopic or surgical removal may be necessary. An-
other form of obstruction seen especially in the
larger owls is the ingestion of pea gravel. The bird
is presented with a history of having a good
weight but marked loss of body condition. Gastric
distension by the gravel reduces the bird’s ap-
petite and little or no food is ingested. The condi-
fion is often advanced by the time of
presentation.

Ingestion of over size food items: the feeding of
rabbit or hare carcasses with infact femurs can
cause problems. The bone may pass directly into
the proventriculus and be digested. However, in
larger raptors the bone may rotate info a trans-
verse position in the crop or proventriculus. The
bone may form an obstruction in the crop or per-
forate the gut leading to a terminal peritonitis. If
the bone is broken (preferably without sharp
ends) before feeding the problem does not arise.
A similar situafion can develop when pheasant or
chicken necks are fed whole. The neck usually
passes down straight, but occasionally will double
over in the crop or distal oesophagus becoming.
On occasions, birds will eat uncommon prey
items. The most unusual obstruction encountered



by the author was when a female red tailed hawk
(Buteo jamaicensis) which had caught and eaten a
hedgehog (Erinaceous europaeus). Initially the bird
was fine, but after 18 hours with no casting, she was
presented for examination. Barium confrast radiogra-
phy confirmed the presence of multiple spines and fur
lodged in the proventriculus. The obstruction was suc-
cessfully removed via abdominal surgery.
Decreased motility: ‘Sour Crop’ is a common and
often rapidly fatal crop stasis. Ingested meat is held
within the crop being maintained at 38 — 400C, with
no gastric acid or enzymes present to prevent bacte-
rial mulfiplication. This occurs most commonly in thin
or sick birds which are given an excessive crop of
food. The most urgent action required is to empty the
crop, which will generally require veterinary interven-
fion. The most rapid and atraumatic method is, with
the bird anaesthetised and entubated crop, inglu-
viofomy is performed, the crop lavaged with warm
and closed immediately or a day or two later.
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