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President’s Preamble

Hello 1o all memibers, and readers of this
our S50th anniversary addition of the
Austringer. It is & great achisvament for
the elub to reach this landmark year and |
thank all wha have supporied us ever the
¥e

Thers were carialnly some changes this lash
year. frstly e Faleoary Far being held
Wrapley Hall andt also ihe marquee on loan f
us by lhe S.Wales region which allowsd us 1o
have a bigger ard more substantial dispiay.
Tharks must go fo Wick Cordell & David
Ricipath for fre hard work huy pul in gatling i
teady for us and dismanting when we
finsned, 1l was at the commitiea mesting here
that we firs! hoard of the Festival of Faluanry
being held in Cubal n Desamiaer 2071

Andther 10 was the Falconry event held
pinlly by Jemima Pay-Jones and Les
Foatbersione a1 i 166 11 Nowerd, T
was & new venue for the club and was quile
wall sugported bl | would hope that more
wiauid allond this year as it was well worh the
visit for faloaners & families b enjoy the
surrcundings of the well lakd out gardens and
bird walks

The CLA was held al Wragley Hall in this.
year, which is a Good vonus for the club 5o
there was pleny of help an the stand and
behind scenes. Unforunately this year il is

Here | am onca again pulling pen to pagsr for
another Austinger challor. Each yoar |
wondsr how 12 monihs pass by o quieky.
Wie aié all looking forwerd fo = big year in
2012 with the 50 Anniversary of the
founding of the WHC. | wasn' & member back
in 62 but | know that may of you oul Lo
were, ard il's thanks 1o you tht this club s
st gomg lorward, Thare have been changes
withi the cubs Guring the last year, mainly the
EGM thal was called in February. This came
abouifrscauss of questions put fowaid ot th
tast AGIM mags us reaiise that the constution
and rules of e club needed bringing
setiously up to dale, This has now boan
achieved as you will see &t e back of this
edidon of the Austringer.

bioing held at Betvair Gaste n Rutland and as
e distance is considerabie and the club are
attending exira shows this year 1o promoie
e 50 anniversary L has been decided to
not attend,

“The fleld mont was ance again A reat dvent
for the club Thanks must go ta Neil MoCann
doe all his hard work and lor getling us a
favourable price at the holel. He has even
managed 1o get the prise heid for e 50th
anniversary meeling, which is great news for
allof us.

We are halding & Grand Raffie & Auction for
whieh we will b saling raflle tizkets and the
prizs are shl oiling in, somo of which wil bs
saen later in the

agazne. | hope all mermbers will suppot

B buying  saing Uokei i viends & farly,

Decemisr saw Jdean & mysell depar for
Dubsai o represent Viskes at the Fesiival of
Faloonry. Il was an honour to represert the
Wielsh Hawking Club and we had Aursrous
to the stand, many of w
remembared the WHC from the fesiival hold
In Fgading 2 years ag. As there i an article
Inhe magazine | will not go nio dtail here
except ta say thanks Lo Jan & Tony Franos for
making it pnssible for Us 10 g0 and 1o Leigh
toway & Devak:Stotion for helping an e
stand while we wers in the main arena

Back in the §0'5 the WHG was protably ors
of only a faw olibs Estng in the UK, its
embers e up the ules w1 conen
never really (hinking whai would lie ahead 50
yors e, Ty e o e 6 o
the roem for anyone wno puls any valua
His ur her birds. The species of bids flown
wore limilag, because of hoth cost and
avalasiiy.

We aven value our ferrels mor now with
locators But what hasn't changer is the way
in which we =l like 1o save & few auid by
making our own eguipmonl, sums ol us in the
el ey it lether nd waed v,
others with macam olues and plastes, The
oinef thing 52 St e i

i
camying the tag for Wales.

Sy the time you read this 1 wil bo Lo for
birds tnbe moulting o Ereeding 50 have o
good summar and | laok forward to seeing
somo of you al b shows throughout the
yenr

Bestwishes, e Divand

way we pursus cur sport. Many af us. like
mysell will no doubl Karek slona or perhaps
with another falconerraustiinger, but today
and many times this seasan | have gol
togetner with atber membars of the cluls and
1 a cracking day out with 6 t & bires. The
Banter 15 geoat whalever the weather and its
ven Getter when we finish Lhe day olf in the
puib,

Lat's nol also forgat el part of the clubs 50th
anniversary this year wil Include & fantastic
Grand Draw, Yol shouid alseady have soms
ticksts e buy yoursetves or sell o
friends bul don'l be shy make surs you buy
80me mare DO/0re 1he draw takas placs st the
Fisld meet ang AGM n Oclabér, Please
supgort it &5 many commitios mombrs have
worked thair socka of in order o et really
go0d prizes

Eraugh of my rambings now, only o say thal
We have nsw venues this year for te
Faiconers Fair wih many other shows
through the year. | haps (o mael you al some
of tham

Enjoy 212

Mick Cordell

2 The Austringer

2012 s & very special year for the club as
itis our mh anniversary so to celebrate
we have ed a fortyfour page
Aunmnarmsmd of the usual forty.

This includes & phatographic tibute 1o our
Presidents: both present and past Please dont
forget the rafle and auction at the AGM this.
yeartherr are some greal przasA huge
thankyou 10 all wha have kindly doraled and
1o those who nave werked tirglossty to make:
this raffle &g aucran happen | hope & few
naiy faces will oin us @t the Fieidmaating n
Oclober.| attendad the 2011 meeting with my
Falsons and had & grest time nat only in the
fiesd bUL 50 having @ eider of two OF an
avening and catching up with friends As ever
 huge thankyou to Nei for his sterding wark in
oranising the Fieldmeeting nd the Keepers
for allowing access fo their wondecful
ostates | had two greal memories of the
Figdmaating 1his year. Firsity | was able to
s66 3 0000 NUMber 01 bon Blackeock and
Grayhen on the Moar at Liandegla but we nad
o Ghance of getting near hem 1o Ty and set
a flight up and boy can they Ty !. Secondly
‘somng poor old fan Blantem.s Landrover
stk on e moar on the st cay where |

myself wiould af 08t iLbul nel wur lan Mr codl
and ealeciive,

On a parsonnal rata 1 brad Three Falcons
and a Tierce! lrom Freya and kept a Female
back o fly Hnossa she was namad and aftar a
few spoe with her flyieg ehec she lurned out

and finished the
saas0n o the 13t Fabruary binding to a Cock
Phaasant tut she lost her grip and ha was
able Lo make it 1o cover.

1woulel ke 10 Tk al! whe fiave conliibuted
oy putting n tir fime: and encrgy by sending
in aricles and rave allowed feir pictures 1o
b published especially Leigh Tousy Paul
Sawer and Mark Willams. | would also ke 1o
thank Lyn Paimer Roger Jamas and Rob Cale
for sending myseif the pictlres of cur past
Presidents.

| hape you al enjoy your Austringer and tar
your bircs moul well and thase pcking up
Eyassos | wish you the groates! succass
Kindlest rega s,

Andy Hubwe
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Trapping and Wil Tetke on the Candian Praivies

iy Mark willians

Ona of the rieh sxperiances every falconer
should be able to oxperdence in thelr
iifetime Is the 1sking or trapping of a wikl

' for use as & hunting bird. Sadly for
sa many falconers, parficul the UK
this experience has not been pnsslbls for
many years, although scientifically thero
Is: probably o reason why e

I Nrth Amarica f is deeply wawen into the
very fabric of our sporl and indead the
Irapping of a passage bird is the basis of any
new apprentice's isarning eurve in becoming
& licenseo daiconer, A ohts af passage’
vill, .,excuse e pun. Shortly aitar
immigrating from the UK 21 years aga | tasted
iy firsl experiante in Laking ar ayas praiie
falcon and the memory of thal experience has
sayen wih me ever since. It is indeed A
special priilene andl wandertul experience 1o
be able fo do s and not something anyone
should take for graned in this day and age Il
as long since been acceplad withn e
scientiic_community that falconry has zern
impact upan wikd raptors g1 game species
hera in Narth Amanica ot this beings aid | am
ot amare o any other soecial interest groups
permilloc lo take a ive animal from the wid o
oop 0 captiviy

My raptor trapping experiences are resiricted

fn Ganadi provinoes
(Gaskatchowan, Alberta  ang  Grilsh
Columbia) that | have lved in, We are
laned o i v bids  yeer o tha
however in reaiy very fei take sver one bird
a year, as reslisically most falconers
endeavour to fly a bird lor mese than just a
single season 30.93 1o see It reach s ful
potential. This baing said | always apply for &
capture pemit each yeer and while | may not
have any intartian of trapaing a bird thal year,
| ke to ksep my options Gpen just in case of
a mig season disaster, | also feol i 5 good (0
kesp the applicatian piocess corsisient s it

#eaps the qovernmant affisers and biolog sts
familiar with tha wild take process.

Sinc fakcony 12 prowincilly sigdaidd
Canada. the rules do vary fom provnce 1o
e, Leumaniy v Albori (o we
a1e Dermitted 10 take from & st of several
species inclucing, gyis. graiies, merina.
gushaiks, coopers, sharp-shins. Swanson
and recab haks. The cost of a caplurs
pormil s 820 and then once you are
sstul you pay & funher $50 for the
passession pemmit whersby oWnErshin s
fransterred frum the “Crown” 1o the lalcenar
This enership hawsver does nol genit you
16 twrn around and sellor gitt & wild 1aken bird
ot you ean sel 1 {first generation) progeny
that are bred from a bresding pair that
ariginater from tho wild, Again, as hard as i
might be 10 believe. very few peopie ke
advanage of fhis, Why thal is | am not sure,
obious’y he culture is difierant hare and the
3partis much younger than o, say EUrops

Onaol the firs things |

Fatcanars on tha ciiur hand sed it Gitesenlly
and an ethical eason no! 10 take adulls 6 that
a haggard is one of the remaining 20-30%
sunvvors from their first year sibling
praduction and represent *ha fufure bresdsrs
of new ofis & taking of an eyas

usualy done around the menths of mid June
through lete July. cepending Upan the chesen
species. Hore on the Canadlan prairies
where some of the best lang wing fiying is o
be 7, 11 Makes Sensa 1o fiy 2 large faicon of
some sart. Since we da nat have gyrs nesting
in Albara o1 Sassalshewan, U only means
16 i hesso Arctie VIStOrs IS by way of taking
a passager from lste Septamber onwarcs.
The best months are during Decamber and
Jaruzry but by then it s often 100 late to gel
any real significant resulls rom a bird of e
yoar lor fhal hawiing sessen. Since we are
Curerty not pemied wild peregrine toke in
Alests, our main laigs resident long-wing is
the prairie anrd gyr falcon but of course we
Shoule ot ignore tha merlin and Ingesd e
Keslrel, The latter two of course do nol need

primary motivation far taieng up 1amﬂry 2
urely far the recrastionz) huniing aspest 2nd
ot to make a living from i, (bird abatement
businesses are mnly prevalent i twa
Provnces white most oliers i s aimost none
exdstent], Wild birds are readily avaliable and
thore are several goad aptor bresdess aoross
Ganana who cater adequately t the much
amaller cusiomer base here. I'd estimate
there to be only abaul 200-250 falconers
sewss Ganada. In stark contrast 1o the UK

cataring 1o both, & much lamsr customer
{lalcaner] and pepulalion base {general
public).

In most juriscictions we are alowed Do
Passage ar eyas Dits by our own chics,
aven thaugh some authorkes would permit
an adull bird since frem & seientific
persouctive, they consider any wid taken bird
remaved fiom the populavon as  equal

rount in ordor to

the
fino game and hnt

Prairie falcons are perhaps one of the most,
misundarstood of tha commarly used aroa
Talcons. From my formalive years living in e
UK and reading some of the sarly falsonry
boaks, they were portiayed a5 being nasty,
ificul birds torain. Hopafuly now fhara iz a
greater uncerstancing of the managemant,
cars and training of these dessort lalcans as
they are indoed armicabie harc-hiting birds
yel capable of a very pleasant emearar, No
aiher faloon nave 1 5en or flown can il larga
quarry stone fi=ad in a strike a5 | havs found
cammanglacs with & prairie or prairie hybrid.
They grow up and Ive in a harsh dry
environment and much of the quany is

squirtel sized radenta
called gophers (or Richardson’s  ground
squirals) thal v in bUFIDWS Ut on the open
praiica. These crifers require a hard hit ta
immobifize them befors they make f down a
nearoy hole and ihe prairie falcen nas
acaplzd o doing that vary well It s squslly
effective and mare dramalic on ducks or
similar game bircs, Na guesiion they 9o ol
havs the temperzment of the peregrine but |
hava sser: as many sweet heart prariss as |
have saan mean, nasty peragrinas.

Prajie falcons arc quit common I the
sauthern part of the praiies and | am
forunate to have praice eyres witin 20

minutes diive of my home. | often assist in
i banding by a local falooner frand Jahn
Campbell who has over 40 years exparirca
in banding ller2lly housands of rapiors, Qe
day, if he over gels to publishing i, his data
il be: trly e esting reading. Mid June is
oad fime to take an eyas f you wish o
impeint or i preferred you can waich the
siltoh devalop aver 4 faw mara waske and
tran trap a frash beancher. Passage birds are
ol shuila Bt BN Wl
wimes but for the purpose of making ane inta

7 gond game-hawk for the ssason, sn arly
sassager is arstarable

Passage birgs are often found out on the
open praiies siting on power pojes, fence
pa5ts or hay bales and can be easily trapped
by maans of 2 harmessad pigetn or

carpol. The hamessod pigeon is attached toa
ong welghtod o ard simp'y thrown out from

2310w moving vehicie near the sting ar fying
faloon, Most mes the falcan will k= upon it
within moments. Onos the pigean is killad
and th faicon s pluciing and brsaxing in, the
chances of I begorting eniangled in ene aof
the many nyan nases on e pigeans back
is greatly incrensed. It takes & tained eye fo
toll  a bird is caught and often the navics
rapper is fempted to move in (oo guickly due
o impabenca and irexponcrcs. Oncs the
fajcon allempts 10 AcS 1S feet and lses
balance is & good sign & navss of two has
snagged a toe o oot Spasd is then of the
ssanoa 5 you maks in and take ConG: of
ane pissed off faicon!

#n ahematve method s the noase camet,
where you throw out an unencumbsred
pigaon, mher than being tisd to  weightad
‘ine, which will fy the lengih of the corg anc
Keep flying and Papging. The pieon wil
ssually y bltr than e et s amessed
and the faleon will mare readily want 10 atack
o iadbpisit bkl
wary of raptors, One il i caught and killed
and the falcon has startad 1o break in, the
falooner makes n and BUMPS e Dird off e
Wl A nose caret comprsed of A dome
shapad heauly waighted chicken wirs carpet
that is coverad in i monofilament nylon
100808 @nd 5 then placed over the dead
igeon, The fslconer Ban reveas 1o 2
respactful distance soma 150 yards ar more
{5 uich firm, Mot o the tire tHe fakor wil

premply raturn to s kil to faed. The bird il
than bacorme snlaagiad much i It woud o1
the hainesse plgeon once f altemats to iy
aecoss 1ho pigeon carcass 1o feed, | nave
trapped several birss using eiher methad and
bath are vel Mist nets and bow
et are somslimas used bul my oxperiancas
have ol been as successiul as tha o

genty throwing out & hamessed pigeon frem
& slow moving venicic or a bal-Ghati with
Mice Mo e 0rass DESIdes & remate country
road. This being said, mist nets have th
use, pacularly with small raptors. For
gashauks efc, a Swedish goshawk (e has
been used with greal success in wooded
araas and whils | parmis lemporary poriods
o absence by the faconerrapner, It snould
be frequently checked in Gase it is sucoessful
and the temperatures &re bittar cold. The
scanar the bird s removed after baing caugh,
the belter.

We are required by our laws to repert
cantura birds within & cays and & Hass tyns
metal numbared hl-.mlJ B istued and then
placed on ha bird in the presanca of a Fish &
Wiaife Officer, menamu the faconer usualty

uts: the: hand an hissher bird as most wildlife
afticers heve litle or no experience in eithe;
barding o handing rapiors. The Hass band
i§ 1l 100 dissimiar b 8 seamiess Dreedirs
band and dass ol gel In the way of jssses
et but has & smell metal pin that is used 1o
close f parmansnily. If & bire i Iost (or ias]
we ara alsa required 10 report this loss within
& days
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Qe ol the las tirds | halpd trag was &
haggard lemale gyr fakcon that we were
asked by e Canadlan Wildlfe Service 1
ap and place one of e satelite Backpacks
an fo assist n their resesrch on gy
migratians. We usad a noose carel methad
o1 1his i anet 1 workesd very well. | keptthe
Biid overight fo ensure -a good it of the
Gackpack | nad fitiel and then released it the
tollowing moming batere work. Bioiagists and
scientific research studenfs  uss
backpacks on varlous raplors  including
persgrines and prairies. Indeed one of my
local cccupiod oyeies Nad an adut female
piaiile fited wilh a backpack, which | wes
able 1o phoagraph during one of my banding
trips of her yourg, Obuiously the backpac
(and antennz) did rot inloriera with 1o
Ralural broeding process e, copuiaticn

Tha nird previous to that gyr was a large

female passage praie thal came in on My
bin while winler partricge hanking. 1t nuined
the flight and since | hap a second facon o fy
o1 this pece of ground | dacites 1 rap 1.
Fortunately for once | so happensd o have
e pigacn with me and 1 alvays cary a
pasor s harness in the glove compartment of

k. Tis gt bid wae vosrng 8
it it b e on .7 | ke
number. It was iate in the year: Christmas Evu
to be exact and | took it home and phoned
around to sae i any local fakoaner wanled this
particularly large saecimen of o b, No ane
did 50 the next day | had my wife reiease it in
my presence on Chismas maming as |
snapped & few shots of the event, Seversl
days later upan checking with my rend Jobn
Gampbel! | was leamed we hac banced that
vy bird along with 15 sibings n Jure of that
YU 207 he 93nKS Of e Baw iver during
one of our banding expeditions.

Altneugh | may nel ba abla 1o tuly aticulate
the graat (ogling of Buing abie to trap bircs in
the wid very well in his aricle, | hape
fender et an insight a5 to expeience
Honsfully trere s 2 renswed desire for Brilish
falconers to pursus the wild take bsfore It
bocornes a lost ar and practice in n country
with sueh history in fhe sport. | relly s a fruly
tewarding experience and ane you should
‘ada 0 your Bucket e

& The Austringer
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Anthony’s Story

by Anthony Adams
STOOP- ENDOUS

It wat a cold crigp January morning, when

s Vo Gt ek fie i
and Llew (my one o peregrine.
tirce), set off 1o the uplands In the hope
of eatching the very elusive snipe.

Afr an hour, Gwen wen! on poinl in a
drainage diich. As i was unhooding Lew. the
anine broke early, a8 they have done an many
occasians. | contemplated ‘puttng Llew u;
over the drainage ditch, which eould possitly
be holding more birds, | decided agains! it
Dot it lor a delinile point.

No seaner, had | repiaced the hood, Gwen
Husheri & woadkcock, which flew lazily and
casualy caw the mountainsioe. O, well |
NBUGNT, IS Nat my day:

On | walken to an arma of boggy ground,
which | hag never worked before; it was the
boliom of ahillock, | pul e fierce ug. lel ine
tog wari the bag at ne: bottorm f he sope |
crpssed he od, &nd just caugh Siont of e
falcon pulling out of 2 stoop and indieating
that he had Just put (probably] a snips into
@ tioroel again, and
Witnin notime Guen was
different area of the
nog n-anemennpusmnn Isnoutas ta Gen

‘gt them up', and out flushed the snipe zig
zaggng and ganing height in the U
fashion. Llew ralled over and with & couple of
PUMPE of the wings bound ta his priza st the

The momenturn look
him about 100 yards where b landar 10 start
plucking his meal

s | sat dawn with Gien, waiching he falcon
erioy nis WM meal. This was & momentous
accason far me, oul cams the carord Lo
‘capiurs tha moman

Loaking back ower the years of flying birds
you remember the joy of catching your first
vashit, blackiird or eow o all the
chalenges invohed to achisve this.  The first
snipe far me was e biggest challenge by far
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An Afyican Adventure

f);‘J Ma vfz Holder

hit 50 recently; well not liferally,
ﬂhvluus\y but funnily enough I think it hit

Hiting hall @ cantury gat me thinking about
fife and achievements o¢ lack of them. Not so
much a midiife crises, it is way foo lale for
that, bul tha milesione cenainly gar the white
brain maller flowing and contemplating the
future-and the pasl,

I really just don't have 3 clue Whes: the time
goes. llany seems fike yestorday hal | was @
young man giving all the astabiished guys in
the cluby the run around at Wslsh Hawking
Club owonts, what a blast, fond memeries Lhat
sl bring a warm smilo lo my fago. (hose
pairful hangavers long forgonen

Laude Workman, Rennie Moore, Dougie
Morgan, Jonn Buckner Terry Finnagan, kke
Clowes o name ot a few: hose were 1
days | had them spinning. Now heaven forbid
I:am almost in their league, catching them up
ang | am net giving anyone the un arcund
anymue. I facl | have the filla up and
Gaming wnippersnappors aisund mo ko
Bee’s araund A haney pot, wich | find most
itating to say the very ‘east. humbug!

As sumu of you know, | row live i South
Africa, and | own and run my own Bird of Prey
Centee. It is not like your ren of the mil centre
that you find in the UK, hese we are classed

ly as & sehabiltation cenire, and from
«day ko day | don't know il 1 am going to have a.
fish eagle, a vulture or o by Kesiral come
hrough the door for attentian.

AL Tust, it was daunting, | am not & ver, but
over lime and wilh & great deal of nelp from
experienced hands nothing seems 100 faza
me now, andl wilh every box of Licks comes a
Surprise. 1t can be A ke box with 6 Crowned
i, to a massive box with a Pesrl
Spotied Owlet in i, we alsa gat thosa litle
mysterlas, you know (hat great big haws, that
s imto the Nigntjr, ientification mishaps
happen all around the world

W also ru chily demanstrations, whera | iry
o instl a bl of Balish humour inlo 1o shaws
o wake up some of the South Adrican, but ta
be honast they are Used 1o us Biits, &5 mest
of their television in the past was fram the
goud ol BBC, and though | am not in o
class of the Two Ronne's, | sbll manage ko
18t 2 smie 07 1o ot of them, the sacret to
keeqing them hanpy 1 to try and rat mention
the rugsy

There Is pienly of cpportuniies out hura, for
anyane who may Ike 1o come and jain me for
& few waeks or MONINg, We N 4 valunteer
preject, you have ka pay & nominal fee. but it

is & glorifiec holicay rasly, tace 3 look 3t e
‘accempanying poster, and get in fouch, wauld
bee greal to hawe some of you guys or girls aut
hitc 1o nolg, | can even pul you in fouch with
peopie who have boan here belore, Africa is
an adventure thatis for sure but Do wamed 1
is Aot for issies,

Hara is ar nxcerpt o an artcls one of our
volunteers Bell Sivesier did for & falconry
publicaton, hopefully this will whot some of
your appetites.

“Whilstin Aftica & Irieng, Nigel King arranged
some volunieer werk for me at the Dufistonm
Bird of Fray & Renabildaton Cente, in the
heart of Mpumalanga provincs, where all my
imissed lunuris SUI uxisted

Wit s o aring | s thado b et ke

m and was assigned jobs
i6s. The morming began with
weighing tha birds for the dally dsmonstrton
aid before | kiew it | was handing a Cape
Eagio Owl, a Lanner Falcon and ‘Bamay” (no
surprises, Bamey I8 & Bam Ow) oul | was
500N §epping hack reeperrmlv when one of
the handlers, Mark came mo the
waighing room with Aol e
mail Virtoau's Eagle

Samson ia just one of the many examples of
= excallent renailtaton work carried aut at
the Centra. Bought in with & brokan foot and
dangerously underweight, ha was cared for
ay Marks Holder and Bett bt unfortunately,
e injury means he il never successfully
nunt in the
cantra a5 a handsome amba:
Senies Holk v oa il i Al
jon and
ottt majoriy of suCcess stores
arent seen as you walk Bround the cenre
bacause 1o be 4 sucoess, means the animals
havs already bean re-raleased

With the birds weighed, baths washed out,
teads prepared and leatners greased 1 was
The

with bars lie my oid favounts Acciniter
gentis. Over hara, the Black Spamow hawk 5
my weapon ol choico. | have flown Alricar
Goshawks Aod.Chestod Sparmaw haawks,
and Lille Sparraanawks in my twelve years
nere, gl gre fun, Dust ot 1he i
of their biq oausing “The Black Soar

There is no doubt about i, this species ars
Just piain crazy. ey Lroak tals for fun,
damage leg scales with incessant bating with
their embusiasm 1o ga huniing, they make @
European Goshaws appear calm but listen, i
you gal il fight wilh husbardry lituds:
you wil fing thal you are on a dream ride and
you wil not want 1 get off, you wil want ta
=88 this joumsy thiough without S19ppIng ta
take braath.

Thase fille sprnlers lahe slps on that &
European wouldnl  even
contemplate rying. Don't o facle ir s not all
about speed, the Spar has th persistensy of
& heat seeking mizaile. they just don't give ua.
I they have the cenfidence and (he filness.
they are gairg to rarmally coma together wity
heir target in style. it IS up 10 you 1o keep up
it the acion

| hep racing pigaons. for the sama rason
naral people Pl oul b labes, Ty nol
rarmall When & Spar s in the vieinty, you
knaw, the pigeons. are awey in & raar of
fnathers, dust. and fear: thay are of on a
mission 10 reagn or e clouds, ter only
refuge. With & concerted effort, you will find
thor fog tngh up away.fom hem i te
distance rying to cvantege. | often
ol my S Afcan franc
with this kind of solartalnment? Unlorlunataly
they donl rdestand, bt | swear i | could
S8 1his eueryday fers wawid b no need 1o
ircl and it would save me so
much fuel and energy. bl on the dawnside, |
wuuld gat fal, very fal

Francolin {Partrdge) and Guinaa fowl are tho

fime to assist with e
cant be many Bitd of Prey Cenires in the
vl shers there arc mora wid birds fiying
anoue your head in the displays than there
s wsatbesses. I Dulsboom, thearsy of

ior lfe Is incrediole — and it extends well
bayond tho ndanas. Secrery Bivt, Gepe
wUtures, Black Shoudered kiles and mary
more species Glien aiase e skiss curing the
twice daiy fiying displays. Displays are quite
oilen intarmupted whilst sveryons loaks Up
with cracked nacks to sae tha wik birds pass
over"

g

Retabiltation is rewarding, out Faloonry is
stillop of my list, and | am siil as enthusizstic
apout my Nawks as | ever was. the ony
afiererce is now that they are eliher black
and white or just jat black_ and not siate arey

fiying spars. but | prefer the Lark family. The
Tighte ring up, not a8 classic a8 a Mariin fight,
butl enough to take pour bieath away The
flght can ge on for miles, and |ove It For fhe
Ltk ftis & match made in Hell, for the Spars,
| am sure 1 s thair quamy maten made in
hesven! Telemetry s & must, without i, with
his slyla of falconry; it ol | 6 e eng e
eparation of nard  earned
parArSig I sudsan ana g,

Cul of the brooding seasan the Spars
faourite prey In the wid are doves and
pigeens but during breecing season | have
sean them bring back 10 e ness. this, tha,
and everything. 1 has wings ard of course
tedlhers walch oul, big  smal, wid.
domesticatod, all ars in troublo!

An African Adventure

| Dread Black Spamowhawks now, it ies tiean
& strugale, but after ¢ix mi¢erable years of
talura, feracked IL 1 have B4 diflerent specios
of binss of proy on my doorstep to choose
rom ang | da breed same of the athers vis the
centre, but the flying lizard, the Black
Spamawhawk has me hookad, It I my Gug,

andt 1 am asdicted, | nave three natural paiis,
and s imprints, | musk be crazyl They are
wihoul  deubi tme  cansuming, heart
breaking, and most of all expensive
ingrecisnis ‘o & marriage brazk up 50 lets
ot ga thera!

20129

Maybe you wanl ko sea hase bins yoursell in
their cwn envirament, on their wwn paich,
901 1N 10UCh, 1 would 0 grest 1o see you,
remember | need valuntaers, but & 1t bit of
faeanry (s nevar aut of the squation!

10 7h
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AFRICA

And make the

Bad Lucé

Neil McCann

| docided 1o lly anoihar eyras pr
qoshawk, | have never fown a gos fiem Mick
Kane 50 | decded 1o gue il a bash, again |

dream a reality

REHABILITATE AFRICAN
BIRDS OF PREY BACK
INTO THE WILD

EXPERIENCE THE AFRICAN
BUSHVELD AT ITS BEST

kmeness? So sha was rasted for tha best part
ofF a week. The rast of the lime were i
Scotiard none of! He oibere hawks scomed
phaseel Lee Featherstons was flying & mpeint
hie famalegos. Nce lrge hank ad Coln

would b flying
gos ana my new hird. | collected her in the
firsl wesh in Augusl & nica large feather
porfost Pawk b Goz, the Lail bl and guard
was fifled, placed in the Dox anet the (0w Tying
fwe hour faumey home.

She fed on the fist in a counle of days and
W jurcing 16 the fist ak 216 150z she seltied
down nice and was laking her fist rabbil afler
four wooks a: 2 1202 then the annual rp 1o
scotind this. is wers | will mest Galin ASquith
and collest the chub Impint Goshawk, then
twe wesks of flying ground game and getting

Il carching &

Aflar the twa waeks, the kong Lip hame, the
six hour jaumey. On my arravel hame | go 1o
put both goshawks on the v,

The paent b is ful of beans jumps out the
box paced 0n 8 bow perch and s in & bath in
minutes, the imprint though, | cant belizve I
shes panting oreathing heavey and has st
cuite & B2 of weight, | phone Jahn Simoox he
lent me a enchifizer. local vets treats her for
aspal She's on aniioics and given 5050

the hawks it for g saazan, this
year I've never known i1 50 wel and windy,
making catching rabaits with a wet eyras not
&n &35y task! Alsa rhits Are not &8N bolting
in tne wind so bring on the spade work and
hopa thara's not to many 5 ‘oot plus digs. In
40 vk G male sbamirt 153k
abitof 3 knack? No sian of liness just lack of

srcal Helephana Gordon his
birds fhe same aspa?

I carmy on reating the gas shes fine you would
nat think she was il but you know your own
hamk best then the parenl reared bird

s Within Pours sihe gane from progning
on the lawn to faling of te perch and

HOW YOU CAN HELFP

womiting Up fo0e. | cron tubs her A times
Ther | lelephone Richard Jones Sunday
evening, | lake hor o him, bad news' He gives
her 2 out fo 10 1o pull through, here we go
agan. The next day he telepanes shocked
sha stil alive but is &t a loss what is wiang
with her?

Fiell him thare is anolher 2 qﬂarwahs il from
Seoliary DUt nt & bt 3 de
treated for aspa, but now we're unsure if the:
have thatT He take M:Dd samples and is sure
its lead poisoning. You newer Anow but we
hanwk 01 2 none sporbing estate and i not
Klled any featiored game as yel Aichard
g8t the Tests bask and I's nal ead ang aiter
3 days sne pieked up 2 1or and 15 now & 7 out
af 10, and is best if she went hame. How
pleased was ||

here b

1t tock 3 weeks before she eaugnt game
again, but 10 1his day Richard has no idea
what was wrong with her, all birds had the
same sypioms but she was by far the wosst,
e never saen 2 hawk go down and ill o fast,
andl [ 1t was nal for Aichard Jones sho wiousd
1101 ber £tood on my fist 1oday!

* M & J Raptors
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Double Trouble

by ke Coupe

This season | declded to take on a nev
o replace my lost Pere x Praire
ita Gyr x Prairia was doing wel

10 gol. a By’ x Poregiine would gho
mo mare: scape wiih larger quay but | finally
s8tiecifor 5 Pere x Saser,

Having ssen ssveral pariarm o tha highest
standard they can lake [argor quary bt
scem icoally suited to flights ai Parfridge and
Teal

| dacicad on an Ammihorpe Faleons bind as
they wara bresding frum & siunning looking
Fijian Tiarcel Peregrine and the offspring
were wary dark and Peregring
coleered him in s he weighed i o 1l
12025

vanug near Denbigh, one af my oid haunts
where we had fown over the years. Thara
were 5o many Reclegs that he went on fha
chase tut just keat oing and disappeated
aver the hills. Geofl took me tracking but
although we got close we clon e him, Ace
Iracker Richard toak me later and we fourd
where he was but sfier & fong walk and a o
of hielp fram e st of the group we jusi coud
notget 1o him belars dark

The noxi morming Aan came with me and
Tunora. came fiying back 10 the lure. Much
relief but he had same bicod undarmaath his
wing but laoked ak i  fits hungry.

Nersl ay wo were ot 10 Richard Jones for 3
check up anly ta te ol that Tundra had &
bresk in the: adius bane ard has been shat
a0 we were lucky he made it back to us at
1 e e el W rs o

sails when nis moign! was drappod a lile,
He hawevar tok a 101 ul work and careful
handing before ne was anylring like steady
but | had no need to rush the training. |
ook e ke Bk o smficd e ol 8|
fac hirn right ecislely b fid e
dftarence v oy then thal oo e
ho was roactng 1 Tundia my Gyr X e
and wow ol he react | put up ply sereens
and westhered the firds at oppasite ends of
the garden bt f the riew Tiercel gat sa much
a3 & glimpea of Tungra it sands him o a
imprinl rage. This made tho cay to day
managemont in a small garden wery difficul
but by keeping the two Faxcans. completely
separate | stated ‘o make progress
Everyane told me that the noise was bound Lo
stop whan fia started Kiling for himsall

What a biri when | sy he never perched
that’s the sbsoiute truth and | didn.t use a kite
i Just wart up. Love at first but then highar
and highar and was renardad wilh 116 i or
adeas Gual | staricd puting him over quarry
and hag some great Paridge fights, e enly
Caught a couple but | nad some terrific spart. |
o0k him to fots of fieldmeets. He knocked
down a Han Pheasa ooenagh - high
flying al Adey and Knawely bul the lattar
onded in a irasking Session and a rear miss
ot Rediegs ar Garlands. However even with
all the Hunfing the calling just wouldn.t stop,
e only had o see Tundra or hear his bell and
it 5et hir 0. A Gyr x Paregne came 1o stay
LUL ere was hardly any (2action and when a
Baibary was meathered thera
murmue

It was mid Novermber €0 | decided 10 Give
Tundra a lum and have a rest of e Pare x
Saker & whie Tuaim was soon
perfarming well andl had some grest fights al
nd | ook him lo several
nera 1o had a o al he Ducks
just befare Ghristeas. We where Booked ot o

@ pin Gut 50 he had 10 b
fopined and bandaged. Wh o bandege
was remaved ne pulled the gin out again 5o

201218

more bandaging. What 3 bird! But the wing
lonks fine agan e he was free ited unll
rend season

50 1 was out with the Pere x Saier (0r the rest
of the season and we were al sat for the final
fizkd mesfing at Arey. The day bafore the
Tiarcel wes spot on and fad fown and put in
a fantastic sloog al a Parkidge. Well Arey
carme and ne woul st nat lly sa | fed him up
for 3. couple of cays then few him again but
he just lended in the feld so off to Richard
Janes agairi . The Tiercal had an infection in
the wing caused by a thorn e must have
hapgunad when he sloped in al quary

End of the ssason and | have two injured
Falcans, Tundra looks as if he has fully
reoavered but has gons mad and wid wih
been fres lollsd. The Pare x Saker 1 having
sume lignl exereise and the wing looks back
o normal b e s sl caling f he catches ss
much 8 & glimpse o the ether bird

14 The Austringer
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Té@ B()Oé RBU?'QW by Awdhy Hitlme

Falooiry Brinciples & Practice

9 Roger Upton

I hava & passion far reacing Rogar Uplors
buoks especially his boaks on the Hislory o
Giitish Faloorry 50 | was pleased 10 road the
25ih anniversary reprint of his classic ook
Falconry Princples and practice.

This beck is in my eyes one of the greal
e ke e Eed )i

¥ you ans an aspiring Falconer or an
Speriancad Taonat. s an. Iimbeton
1he authar cavers Squipment, weatherings
mews and captiva braeding bafora goirg on
irto atail il o of iy fervourita chaptors of
the book, Eyasses, passagers, hacking and
thoughts on raining. | found this chapter

inspifing gving myself many helptul hints in
i

Bt wmw\y pobe g o hauding

Flying out of tha nao or &s same Falooners
call nm.un Hawking is & branch of Faloonry |
have |

e ol Sediona i DL Foit

con forunte 10 of spent Ume with Falconers
of wich e p0rsu of e ond tamity ang
Gull Family is their speciaity. | found this a
very in depth chapler and wa riveted by the
armoun! of fieldceait naerdsd Lo produce day

i S L
fanged how 1o
A kS 1 Py O P

cast of Falcons at Guls.

Gamshewking = my passion and Fioger
Upton is one of todays most highly respected

Falcaners in this field. | hava read lhe chapler
on lylng Faloons al Game on many
aecasions snd have personally leamt a great
deal and have used this chapter s
rafo6noe when | have neaded i

This chapter covers the ciflerenl spacies of
Falacns flown and tha difleren! Game spacios
Huntsd rom Fed Grouss to Woatcok. The
Rod Grouse is the principal Game oird
Cawerea fiom its Habitat thraugh to Pointing
dngs. The chapter alsa covers flushing of
Grauss in cover. ILis & very in cepth
chupler writlen with experience in s Mgk
and 162l passian on the subee

Gama la

The final chapier covers the making of
equipmant from gloves and lures to a very
comprehensive  nuriber
covering Anglo  Indian
Spanowhawk t an Arab hood ‘o7 & Saker 10
 Dutch Hood far & Shahin.

I would recammand Ihis book . it's a great
reud and very hard o put down onca you
st The LODK (s wifien win ofeat
Knowledge and greal amssion by & Falcanar
who has been flyng Faicars for many years
at & high stendard anc thankiully i= able lo
hand dovin his own houghts and expaglences
shrough this ook

The as  been published by
cm --Bonedu Books ard af £10.95 i crest

The Wirehaired Vizsla
A Dog For All Reasons
by Roy Bebbington

| have personally only seen @ caugle of
Wirehaired Vizslas work in the field but what |
s | wms impressad with, Sa wnen this
booked arrived on my doorslep | was
dolighted ard soon found mysell enihiallas
and found it very Fard to put cawn. | was
Aivays under impression
Wirehaired Vizsla was primarily
oy

& Falsonry

But as | read the chapters | soon realised how
wrong that assumption was.

et A bot ol & R ciink
o his awn r0asane fo choosing this broad of
FPR and Na own trinig mlhoda that
ensble the Author 1o practce his chosen
branch of Falconry, Hawking Raboits with
Snorwings.

| tatally enjoyed the two chapters on lfie
training and working of the Wirehaired Yizsia
in'a B Sta g dog. This was an aye
openor fo myself on just how versatile this
braed is and 1 enjoyod e slaries of Staiking
Red Deer an te moor ang Hoe and Sika
Deer inwasdlanc.

Tha Aulhar wrilas a lovaly chapter on his

wihale warking year stariing in July witn ed
Deer Fawns tough to August on the Grouse

Moars of Seotland tasing clients out an
walked up days then Hankng wilh lis
Goshawk from Oclober to February at

primarily Hapbits,

Thare twe more chapiers
Wit Vi W i ol

and Falcons af These: too
chaplers have g B by o otner
Vizsla enthusiasts including the wildlite anist

Carl Bass who \'\l:lnamal\y
paintings  lhrough book
complimants each cmp\z:\ lllsy appear

There is alsa  chanter on trislling and fests
whioh t0 e honest sn't my cup of tea bt an
th s |l ind this chapter & good read ang
mas wiillen in & way Where the Auhor spoke
of thelf persennsl expariences in this ek

summing up | realy enjoyed this book
which i wilien by @ man follow
enthusiasis wha enjoy working with the
Hungaran Virhaied Vizsia. They wrie wi
2 passion ko pramole this breed s nol just 2
fcaners dog but a Dog For Al Rsasans.

16 The Austringer

The Returm af

b_\) Dave & Andy Margereson

We fist stated 10 fly Goshawke from
beginning to the mid ninelsen eighies
previous 10 that we had flown a range of
differant raptars incluging Sparowhawks.
Merling, Kestrels and Buzzards. This was
unbl we mel the lets Erc Fumiss from
Derayshire who inviled us o ga hunting with
him and his Finnish Goshawk. We ware
uttarly amazed at this male hawk, he 20,
lemperament ard hu bty made us
decido we wared for ourselves.

Eric actised US 10 buy ene from Jon Shaw i
Derbyshire who Dred Finnish Goshawks;
accardingly we purchased a femase from hir
Wa thar: had many years of happy hunfing
wilh Lhis hawk and decided to purchase a
male Finnish Goshawk from Cliff Bramall of
Northampton to pair up with our feraie and
hopafully bresd wi m, We successhlly
trad with this pair for several years uniil ane
unfariunate day whara the famale kiled the
mate.

Alter seversl attempis the male was repiaced
with & =0 called “Finnish* hawk from
reputable breeder. However e off spring
Were ol no companson in sither size or
femperament 1o the orginal pair, which we
e were of pure Finnisi origin. Aller a lotof
disappaintment, and 8 diseuss.on with friencs
‘over & faw basrs, we dacided 10 try sndt obtain
ouee Finnish birde. directy from Finland. We
confaciod tha Finnish embassy in London,
who gave Us the telopnons Aumbe: of the
Finnish Enviromment Instiute in Helsind, and
this s the point &1 whioh our joumay began.
The first perscn we contacted was A
oerteman dalld Vin Ml el it
time was a minister of Fi Envirnmenl,
Ategorically S - o
circumstancas we would be a0le 1o bring any
Gl o hki

@

e l\mwmqa o
was ilsgal, and they were nal even kepl
zaos. He alse informed us tat Falconry.
nol permitier in Finiand,

Qur next siep was o enquire i wa coud gat
any injured biros, which was alsa not possible
a5 they were not kep If they wwere los injured
1o possibly return tG the wild in the fuiure. This
want on fram 1997 with constant letters and
telephane calls iring Lo EE‘ wigh

extremely oficull ‘anguage ba
mat a Finnish gentleman, who '.aler hm:nme a

far us with regarchs to the Finn ish Environment
Insiitute. He discaverae that ey were st
trapping Sosnaks on a movement license in

Finland on corlain estatss. bul were nol
alloweed 1o kil them. We persistod in tying to
sstabiish how wige the scope was on tis
mavemeant arder, and if it would be as far as
tha UK. Our friend was in constant contact
wilh 1he Fionish ulhorities .=, The Nafonal
History Museum whe had io do & survey on
the Goshawk population. Then in Ociobier
2001 we reoaived o 4\-N\f"D0MNME‘\L cal
e Finnish
= going 1o grant Aim with the
when he was granted the
which naver  ooourad
British authoriiee woulkd not

because the
agree ot

§
E

In July 3002, atter a big balis
sutharies 1 o UK, we oventualy oot acites
and wapoing perrtit for ten Wikl Finish
Goshawks under certain conditions,
conditions being, we cold anty trap th birds
Delween Oclober and February, they could
not be In adull plumage, none o the birds
couid 08 rung (same as te ASPE do in ho
UK}, and ai birds had to be micro chipped in
Finland before entering the U

Alter reseaiching thraugh the senvioss of
i lmmsh iflusichme: firkeoua)

sisgove ta wap tho
ol Morth West coast of
Finland. Firs! of all we flew cut fo Hefsinki via
Swoden in Ocluber 2002 where were met by
ourfriend wio took U the thras hours north 1o
mest e keepers on an estate where tey
n to trap Goshavks. Ower a
period of fime ws
cansiderablc amount ol - bi

z

&

weighed and moasured evanlually picking

Pure Wil Blood from Finland

fives malos and ana fermale which we raturned
10 Uho UK with. As we had c1es for fen birds
we flew oul agaln i December 2002 and
sepeated the same procedure on a diferent
in the North West region and then
returned to the UK with two males amd tuo
tamales. Al the birds had baen micro chipped
Finfand and ment straight into guarartine
0 days in the UK

3

We first procuced o spring fom this
consigument of hawks in 2005 and since
I en we and our fiends have flown these
and finally brought back  the
lcmpcramcn. siz, 2l hurtiag abilty we hae
enjoyed in the 19503 Qur breeding project
has now reached second generation &nc all
Articla 10°s are commercial, meaning wa can
now Supply falconers with genuine Finnish
Goshawks wih e papers to prove IL

Ouerall i jourey was = great achievement
for us and had been worh al the harc work
‘aspesially a5 wa wers (nformed by one of tha
i e e
fad lefl Finland since 1978, his
aniion, he oo o1 see  cver happENg
2gain

Ancly and Dave Margerason af Defbyshire
woLe ke 10 thank you 1or taking & mdrent of
your fime to read), and boputully, enjoy thelc
stary of haw they restarec purs Finnisn bicod
lines tn their Goshawk breeding project,

For more Information on their superb
Goshawks plesse coniact either Andy an
07720-516880 or Dave on 07774845192
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Hwnossa - Freya's Daugéter - First Season

657 Andy Hulme

I was pleased as punch when | bred thres
Faleons and a Tiercel from Freyal kept a
Falpon bask for Hawking and named her
Hnossa wha was in Nordie mythalogy the
Daughter of Freya,

Hrossa was & very nerious Faloon mtially
and laok & while o settle down but eveniually
she was ained and on the wing

She was soon chasing a few Redlegs around
Suttolk then one evening | had a group of half
& dozen Mallars marked down an the sgacn
50 put her an tha wing ther when sha Fally
Game over s not very igh | ran ovar tha
Bankc and flushed the Ducks. Sne chased
fhem and knocked one down but & Coupie
days later she had awelling at the side of her
foat. A visit ta my vets and atter & courss of
anlibiotics she was saon back o, the wing.

On the 17t Getaber Hnossa caught hor st
nead of quamy, A Redley fusned from &
hedge oaing s & suoble field and
putting info the opposita hedge with Hrossa
followang 1L inlo. cover and calching the
Partridge.

The Welsh Meeting was next on the agenda
and | took along Hnosss ane Freya and bo
flesw wal with Hiossa having a nice fight at &
Gock bid Fleya catching a Hen
Sheasant and a Partridge.

The young Falcon started to make pragress
with ber pitch but she went through hwo
slagos of flying chack. Woodpigeons and
g o it o iy e e

 Suscess I eflcton What 1 shovie of
100 of fushed the Pheasants | had
ook s i s £ o o
instean of wailing for har ta coma back aver
This would of taught her @ lew valuable
lessons and glven her less oppartunly to
oha aevhewonﬂp\genns

Hrossa started o shaw her potential when
0n6 aRermeon whis oul wilh a frionc Danny
the Brittary came on palnt on the edge of the
plantation S0 | put e young Falcon on the
wing and :ne mace & super pitch of 400 faet
I sar t for e flush and up wert =
Her Phs.h: ’|l llyig out towards her but
Hnossa walied untl the Hen oird passed
underneath har then she stooped and bound
to the Pheasant.

Adter hor saeons bout of flirg eheck in
November ihe g point was while
Hawking with Steve Vaughan and Adis
Watsan in Suffolk. Tha young falean hac been
drving disiraction  thasing
Woodpigearss bul on this day we had a porl
In the sugarcel 50 | put Hnpssa an the ving
but she wias messing about % mie away

above a woud | altracled her over with a
dead Parirdge and as she came over bul al
no great height we manzged o oveniually
Hush & Hen bird that had moved on a bit from
the origingl poir Falcon  chased and
caught the Pheasant znd she was wel
ranarcoc

Tricugh The ond af Movomber and
Decemner she flew beter and befter and |
w2 able 1o find & sip for her mast days at
predorminataly Pheasants with the oocasional
Fediey Partidgs | wiinassed sama
wanderful gnts Gul very o succass of
puring Game in the bag then January came
akorg

Afriend told ma last seasen that his Favourite
e of he season Hawking was Jenary, The
Faican was Iit and the Game was it which
equated 1o 109 class Falaonry,

Hnossa.s season

Janusry was the maki
and success biseds success The young
Falcon startod to nil pitehes of 400 fagt and
she woukl be flght above the dogs and
myself. Her fally siarted tn add up sspooially
Cock Pheasants which January was
her main quany. 1 was lucky enough o spend
a tow atomeons with Kind invitations. fram
frignds and we had somo memorasie fights
with Hbasa Kiling & Cracking Gotk bird whiic

mpany of Wil Farance and Fob
Homart from & eraoking piich ight in Fant of

the

Hncsss caught durng January five Cack
birds, & Recleg Parkidge 2 Woadeock and
1w Mocrhens

| finished the seasan with her binding o a
Coek bird which we had spatted in a field of
rapa bt she lost her grip and the Pheasant
s abie 10 Mike cover.

Hesn e b Saade W st
bag cf fourtesn nead but what a great fist
S, e T o ot s
s o tho (15 of many and | look forvard
10the starl of the Game season

To rext season
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If You Don’t F[y Them

b.\) JE”‘ Cunkfu

It 20 started &t the end of (ast seatan, after
spending § yoars branning my gyrioere lai as
& gamehawi e erashed and burmed, he was
having one of his best seasons making some
qrest sitches and kills.

We were flying on a Incal kesperd estate and
some greal ights (L was Lalis m and he
was put up over a game stig and cranked up
(@ & gaod piich and tha partidges came out
the brck instead of the from a5 always. He
100060 a fod i grand syl knocking il dewn
he then hrew up and fliped over crashing
inio the srip of bark: wire on e top of te
fence making a mess of himsef, he was
rusned te the vel bul had o be pul dewn, To
say | was putted woud be an
understatement, that was jan 2011

Sept 2011 siarted wih a 34 porear
female snowing great promise with some
rice piches and a5 always going for all
Gama {in saason]. | was lying her on soma
fogal ying ground and was on the paint of
packing up for tha day when a covey of
partidges landsd in the field fust infont of
me. she was pul up and was lasl sean going
up | was heading towards the covey when |
100ked round she was fanding and a dog
came from naners nunning for fier as she
had na fear of dags sho stayed there 1
Gratbed her batore | oould get thers fearing
the worse | thought shad be dead by The
ima 1 gat fa har but | think she must hava
gave as mueh as she get wiln 2 small
punchers, one an sach wing and 3 under.

Alter spaying her with 110 and cieaning un
didn’t lock a5 bad as we thoight a small feed
was given and kept indoors for e next 2
weeka for recovery now back on the wing
aflor somo good atvios from my val and
1004 in GRO Ses now fatting un and getting
ready for next season fingers crossad,

Aiso during this scason my mate had 8 very
prommising firecel electicuted and s very
good femate porgring alse met s late in the
same way on 2 differant places you would
ot thinkc i coule Nappen 1o you twice in ane
seagun bul lhen if you dont fly them nothing
hapnens.

Festival of Falconry 2011

by Jeart Dimond

The first we heard offiialy about the invite o
the Festival Of Faloonry was at the Falconry
Fair garlior in (16 yuar, W wara made aware
that 2 people from each country would bo
sponswred by the UAE, o thore wor 2
places availznle fa the Welsh Hawking Glun
1o represent Waies. At first Matt Whittaker &
mysall ware 10 go. bul et a later date Meti had
10 wilndraw dua 10 work commitments, so
Dave fook his piace.

Tre first thing 1o get oranised was the
packagng of sxhibiton matarials, which ware
ic 00 shiped Gl 2 manihs beiore the event.
Thankiully the company wa ol werk tor
sul‘n') packaging (016 rade 50 there was no

lem in that Geparment. The exhibilion
Eeand s ciber gonds ware s sent and 1
was jusl & matter of wating for our fight
sotails than.

The first thing 1 da was drop of our degs
Jan & Tony France's withou! whose help we
would b unable fo go. We then flew aut fram
Haithzaw on tha 10th Dscamber alang with
auite a lew poople fram tno laleunry werkd and
were el at Aoy Dhabi ailport by a watng
fiest of coaches. Then a 2-haur jourey ta Al
Ain and the Hiktor. Hatal, only fo find our
oo waren'l reay uniil 2 'closk 50 we all
acjournac 16 the eaffae foungs 1o foiax

The next day we were due to visit the Desed
Camp vin & coach waiting cutside the hatel
Thers wara pecple fiom al sspecis of
falconry luding arists and competition
i enward t the tip.
Mter a while we reached the dessen only to
find we vwere al the came! races, our diiver
didn’t seem io undersiand this was not what
we wsnied until wa had dona &t lasst 3
circuite of the lrack allkowing carnmantary
ik G g sonrdoe 1 ol

rater hitanous though. After
bbbl g ot
i message and loox us o tha desed camp,
which a5 sven furiher out in the desart
AflCr Lnicading (rom e bus we all difisd
thumugh the camp, meeling up with peopis
from all aver the ward sharing the same
et The s wers ferdasis, @ sast
assorimeant of bi well spaced and i
Jonty, o shada wih & eiowd of pacple
admining them,

W were grven the opporturity to rice a camel

11 the camp, which Dave & | cly, alung with
many olhers. I wasn’T til 17167 10 the day we
discovered we were to take parl in & Deserl
Hunt-on camelback later in the cay!

Alang with seme olher falconers including
B0 Dalon we wore allozatid camels and got
mounted Up teady for the long rek | have to
say that nding an & camel s semething

SR R ] R
50 bad after a while e dec:ded 10 gel of

2 wall Th wes OF o & whl but 2
was getting towiaros dusk it was felt beter 1
et him 2 picked up by a ok instead of
walking, 0
‘aconars who had Joined ue. By tha ima wa
Qﬂl ::mck 10 Camg it was alreacly dﬁlr'\ only the

ware told later that we had 2 visit from one of
Ihw emirale princes (ust before we ciosed the
stand.

Frickay was the Grand Cpening cay of lhe
testival and it started with @ security alert] We:
Il had fo ieave the aras A go back 10 e

Ights bulthe
il oy exastly where they vere

e .o b it s el
Hospiial in Abu Dhabi ancther long co
ke mace kg by anather Srcr o gnl
lost g n 10 add nane of (his
s s o e prgamiaarn gt gt
admiting 1o ot knowing Whers 10 go. Whan
we evartually arvad it was well warth the
tic_ Tho faciilies are fruly workh saing, we
were taken 16 2 work area where bircs wens
warting for procedures. mainly coping and
font restment, ard we waiched as ey
araesthetized a falcon and demonstrated
alon clipping for us. The opsrabng thestre
el b T
ise prematire baby Units for any sick
it W than Zhour 1 fgh! pens
where the fa‘oons moult out, all of which even
hava arconfined araas the bidds can
choosa 10 sitin il they wish. The pen we went
into hadl at least 20 birgs al siling quite
conietedly or kit g To another guch
when they Warted 1o, Afier a 0ok arourd e
canferance hall and tha grounds it was back
o tha coach for a irip to the Grand Wasgue
Tris was another (aRtastic place la wisil and
photogach and needs 1o be seen o be
appresiates, but i was enjoyed by all

cnesday ssw us going to Jahii Fort for
tha firsl fime 1o starl salling up. the dlub's
stand. When we amved wo woro ploased o
522 thaf the container with our gispiay AocE
hac arived ssfe & saund and the tent we
were alocated was very close to the main
arenial Thinks st go t Dr Nick Fox and his
toam of warkers for arranging this for the cluty
as wall as a_‘pa\vlng a1y s iedeial e

fort antrarce white oficals and dogs checked

back in againi Once back msde the show
started with the main ring events and various
nations daing their presemations, but our
Stand was 50 busy w eculd hardly see ry of
it I sz busy most of the day with a shart
beaak when lunch was served in lhe marguas

We 100k it in 1S 10 go, a5 We wanlor 1
ke the stand ooan, peopls wars st difing
in and enjoying the display we had. The food
laid o in the marmuae woukd put soms hotsls
10 shame, such a vasl varisly thera was
something for cvervone and plenty of serving
siatons a0 a0 queuing needed

We were asked fo take part in fhe Grand
Parade of Natiens fater in the day. which we
were ablis 10 4o, 1 el Slolion s
Lasgh Towey for (0oking afto! the <tand whilo
e wers in s wona, Tory Largo was the

or and took great delght
Ttroa g e s oty

Saluiday was pretly misch the same win
sl & lorge Aumbe: of people Wisling the
show, the advertising banners were hurg all
around the ety and | think that word had
spread of haw good he show was. We wers
surprlsuc at e numbr of English & Wolsh
visilors 10 1ho stand who were now working n
Abu Dbabi, there seems 1o oe a great
Gemand in the sducation dept. The shaw
endad wilh ancter parsde, which was
walchad by royal vistors and shown ar va
™.

After this it was fime to pack every thing away
all the packaging hac been kept 5o it wasn't
log much of a probiem, We laft everythin
the siand knowing 1t would bo collocied and

tent in Sright yeii ooker
\mnres&ue We e EuDDhEd nm boards

£d
2

ing

aler-coaling unit and Ights and 25 much
el 56 e rpatoc Sl i Yok st o
the ciay with & short break for lunch and &
quick wonder amund m see what slse was
there.

Thursday was supsosed 1o be o rehearsal
e

ritnage g ik Uia e o L g
and wateh some of the ring practise. We had
{aken goma back e o1 e “Austnger” a8
weli as the Lindsay Graham prints we had,
Dol were well received and were In greal
demand by the mary visitors 1o the stand. We

the container for te joumey
hame,

Sunday was up satly and a caaen trip back
ino Abus Dibabi for & very eomfanable fight
heme. We were both tired but s glad we had
made ihe trip, i it is ever rganised again |
Wl advise anyone (0 g0,
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Fielomeeting 2011

'u[\) Neil MeCanit

Again the theee day moet was held at the
preturese Bryn Howel Hotel fanghalm north
weles only & stanes throw from the hawking
grounc the fead sgain was excellert and
anply parking and farge grass lawn for the

Across:

PRACTICE IS THE WAY FOR GOS AND SPAR &
SHE —-TO CONQUER 6

WHQO CRIED - DH FOR A FALCONER'S VOICE &
EVEN WITH A GASH A REALLY DESIRABLE FALCON &
12. GIRL IN PRISON HELPS TO THROW SPARROW
HAWKE

14. CHAUCER HAD ONE AS HE WALKED ALONG
PILGRIMS' WAY 4 7

16. DON'T MOAN ABOUT DIFFICULT QUARRY 6

17. OLD FALCONER CANNOT FLY WITH WING
PROBLEM 5

18. DOG COLLAR FITS HAWK RING ANY BELLS 8

18. DOES A GOS TIE UP IT'S FREY? 4

24. SMALL ONES ON THEIR OWN BUT TOGETHER IN
FOURS 67

e

©

Down:

2 HAWIK N & BARREL? 7

3, WHAT HOMER SIMPSON MIGHT EXCLAIM IF
FOOTBALLER 1S NETTED INTHIS 35

4, TAKE AWAY & FORGE FROM GARE BIRD AND GIVE
ASHAKE §

5. TWO HAWKS FIGHT OVER CRUSTACEAN 4

& DARK DESERT FALCON 7

10, RIDE OUT TO GIVE A YOUNG HAWK SOME
FREEDCM 4

1. HOW MANY CASTS IN FALCONRY 1

13. BRITISH RAIL INHIBITS BATING §

15. FALCONS INVOLVED IN FOOTBALL T

19. DOG'S EVE MOVEMENT CAUSES ABORTED POINT 5
20 SPANIEL TOLD TG GO RED §

21. SOUNDS LIKE TOP OF ROOM PREVENTS VISION 7
22 COSMICALLY LARGE RAPTOR 83
23 POINTER FROM A ROYAL COURT 10

Draw for the crossword compitition will be held on 22nd July 2012 Prize is a 216 tinyloc tansmitter kindly danated by Rob Cole,

Aithaugh the weather dio nat hokl oo kind
this year & litle prolonged rain o spoil the
fest day bt this did not ceter the hard core
members as you can see from the li above
tnere was penty of game abaut to hawk

Yot agsin thers was a good fum out by the
Essex ragion and Kris and Decker drove a fair
few miles to fly there Rectalls. The Falcon
QroUR SpENt ord days looking far the elusive
black cock on the LLandegla moorand
managen fo put & few game birds in tho bag
ihere has besn a decline on the Harfs Hawk
group over the last few years with a few
mambars detiging 10 fly Goenawks and
faicons | am suie more members Mying Harris
Hawks wil be back fhis year 1o hawk on the
clubs Soth aniversary.

There was a good turn oul of Goshawks with
an aray of Imprints and parent reared birds
and you can see from the game count the
gooet field erf skills and high level of dog
training that goes an in the club, Mis proves
the high laual cf falcanry that is Achisved by
an the mombers 1hat atiended the 3 day field
moot and the memoers thal aliend ihers
eqional meets on a regula Basis

| would e i thank sl the commimee
mempers who do a lot of unsesn work to
make the club what It is locay, as there are
many members who ca not know what goos
on and the time and effart that gacs into
miaking the Welsh Hawking Clud a great il
10 be invalved in how ever great o small

MANY THANKS TO THE GAME KEEPERS
DAVE RHODES
TOM PAINTER
JIM TURNER

WELSH HAWKING CLUB FIELD MEET 2011

GOSHAWK GROUF 1
MIKE WEST fieid foader

DAVE METCALF, MARK GROMPTON, ANTHONY ROBERTS,
TREVOR WEBSTEH, GAVIN LEE & MICK MCDONALD

WED  BRYN APYS  5ph 1 parlidge
THURS LLANDEGLA  6ph
FRI BRYN APYS aph 1 panridge

GOSHAWK GROUP 2

HARRY GILBERT fiel

IAN BELL, STEVE FOHHEST e SAYER, ALAN BUGKHAM
TONY WATSON. BARRIE HIGHAM
WED  CARROG 7ph
THURS LLANDEGLA 11 ph

1 pantridgs

GOSHAWK GROUP 3

MICK KANE fiaid ica

RAYSM\TH AN O, NEIL MCCANN, JIM ENTWHISTLE
IAN HOMWARTH, PAUL HARM,

WED LLANDEGLA 8 ph 1 rabhit 1 duck
‘rHUHs ERYN AFYS &ph
LLANDEGLA aph

GOSHAWK GROUP 4

ADRIAN WATSON field leader

STUART BAILEY, STEVE LAMBERT, DANIEL BRAY, JOE SEIGA
WES MUAT, STEVE VAUGHAN

WED  BRYNAPYS  Sph 4 pariridge 4 ducks
THURS LLANDEGLA 10 pheasants.

FRI LLANDEGLA 8 pheasants

LONGWING GROUP

ANDY HULME fleid leader
ELLIS PHYTHIAN, ROE COLE
WED  LLANDEGLA MOOR
THURS LLANDEGLA MOOR
FRI LLAMDEGLA MOOR

1 partridge
2 pheasants

REDTAIL GROUP

DALE JOHNSON fisld leader
KRIS ULENS, DEGKER SAN JR, MARK HERBERT, WAYNE ROBERTS,
Jorin souLsBY

ED  LLANDEGLA  Gph
THUs  GaRROG 5 ph
FAI BRYNAPYS 1brownhare  4ph
HARRIS HAWK GROUP
PETER DAWSON field leader
TERRY PEFLOW. DAVID SHARMAN, STUART BYERS
WED  LLANDEGLA
THURS BAYN A PYS
FRI  LLANDEGLA

3 partridge 3 ducks
ph

TOTAL GAME CAUGHT
1 BROWN HARE
105 PHEASANTS
11 PARTRIDGE
1 RABBIT
8 DUCKS

TOTAL 126
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Spiced Game and Brandy Terrine Austringer Compendinm

-

1| mgz-edienﬂ’ﬁ

| (zerves &

#50g lean venison.

| 4 taklespoons Brandy

| Lleas beater
| salt and peppet

it in
‘ 3 howl and stir to mix. Cover and marinate overnight
in a bo b
| e mridee
G} ) ly chop
‘I 5 Heap the oven to 1506 (5258, gAs f:zk pmpr:::io rycr blander —
N tin a food :
ers of bacon and PU Wit e
‘ rijtumn:\fsd ingredients. the egg and somue sall
‘l process until smooth.
3y ith b ack of a knife
sshers witn the back o <
‘ = Stretcn tie remaining bacon ¥ ot

| tren uge tnem to

| dish, over nangirg the edges.

pheasant or rabbit r

Put game, 1iver, onior, g!uhc, Juniper.

2508 lambs liver diced
| 11large onion, cnopped
| 2 cloves garlic, crush ed
| 10 Juniper berries, erusied
| ¢ allspice berries. crushed

| 10 =lices of emolced shreaky bacoll

line a 1 litre (1F pint) lead

| Fo1d the bacon over fa cover.

| Remove from the

‘ cover with foil and transfer toa rofn
come halfway up the sides and cook

roasting tin A

| cans of food on top. Leave to cool.

L s

and serve with

re the weight, turn the 5
S “redeurrant jelly mixed salad

2 contiuation, diced

allopice and brandy

spoon in the meat mixture and |

sting tin.
the oven for 2 MOUTS.
\d plece 2 1eaVy welght on

terrine out onto a plate

Add water to

ice
and crus t:f bread.

by David Horobins

From s beginnings as a small club af
enthusiasts in South Wales fifty years aga,
tha Walsh Hawking Club has not only grown
i stature and sizs, but has done so during &
nall-contury which has seen some incradible:
changes i falconry. Indsed, It s rabably fair
0 say that these fifty years have seen far
oreater changss and develapment i the
spart than any pericd areviously.

Bikish talconry in 1862 was Sl very much &
ninority pursuit, and the WHC’s birth mirosed
growing inferest in the sport that has
continued o grow 10 the present Whether
this increasad public inlerest has bewn a goad
thing 15 & obale autsido tho remit of this
publleation, an ane which wil probably burr:
o oryears o o, Wt s crin s ol
despite very real concerns caused by sor
Gevelopmerts of the past Rty years, it s farr
o say thal olhet inncvalions have seen
standards ol welfare,  husbandry and
perlormanee in tne fled reach oreat neighs

Today's sport s dagged. in a wider UK cimale
Wi bl i e )
seldorm &

profleering i ack o it
e part af mast of the puslic of what falconry.
actually 8. On the back of thet, hawever, in
&n era where many fook lor sustanable and
ecalogically Irendly Hoslyles and sock a
closer bord whh the: natura) world from which
s0ciety a5 & whole s estrangad, frue falconry
kas much to ofer. Advances in captive
bresding And telematry. barely thought of
back in 1982, have been a double edged
swend, pormilling far easier acoess 1o hawks
andl pethaps more sty in their conditoning
han would previnusly have been consicerss
sensible, bui fave opened up
innovative forms

1o the falcaer and methods of fing them.

Parnaps  the most
encouniered spades wilhin
highlight these changas mare Lhan angthing
eise.

heard of, and the ariest indniduals flown by
members commanced high prices.  Tocky,
e Hams might be lemmed ‘Parabutan
Ubluitous® Tor It 15 quite IRerally xerpwhors,
and some might say a1 oo cheaply available.
Relegated to the lowly siatus of the
“aginnars bird" it s, naneiheless, a supert
Fawik in the hangs of a dedicated (nghidual
and has apencd up new and sxciing sivles of
fight {eminently suitsd to te rolirg fills of
Wales and the Bordaers) few would have
previously atiempled with goshawks,

WHE

The goshawk, by cantrast, has perhaps beon
the: mainstay af havking in Viales' wooded
velleys for penturies,  Alter a deciing in

faeereys peoldaty 1 e 1800 catk
vl sex ards. of management
s o werm ol i oo, g s sy
20th century her status was pratty poor: 2
ramental naws best sulied o
stiort flights &t rabbit I 8 open and noocod
10 oe fown shar in order 10 retaln control
Today, ausitivgers fly superbly manned,
fighting 1 goshaiss ver Briain ihe average
1960°s aUsinnger weuld have shusdered fo  This
counienance, and a: muaties which his
charge wouly have hasialed to tako on
ioodand lghs sl prcesamtand rg ipacr 15 hude beanngs mongeie et of
partridge are now far less fisky due fo fakcanry as s whole, but als:
telemenry, incraased awareness of finessand  our members’ mast signlf
cordifioning have ssen suocess al e olusive  expariences and thoug
wuodeook and cynamic waleriowd, and with  WIiCh ¢ far morc than &
the advent of imprirting, soaring fights have  pastime to hose it caplvates.
boen added 10 the gosnans's repertaire by
innovative WHC members.

ieglonal branches all arounc Britain, with
mermers as far ahield &5 South Afica and the
American West. WHG memhers, inspired by
our fsunder Lorant de Bastyai, ware Keen
visitors ta fleld meetings in Ewrop rom tha
ousot, and loday thete aro few  reguiar
Internatonzl falconry events that have nor, ot
‘Some fime ar ancther, hosied our members.

Gomptistan of sricles ram e Clu's
e fourmal, The
oy ehat 1 dovelop

ol tho WHC from

o saort
Bur e
own timeline runs pasaliel tn & ewiting

B

parioc in & 5,000 year-old ling herilags. but
throughout that heritage. it fs wove all the
The eambination of oid techniques and naw vl Who has vod, oarmaniod
species. new lachriques and guany sp<cies,  #nd pushied 1he bounda
means thal today's WHC membor s as much — the legacy we. the susinngers and okoars
a procuct of coptinuous evolution a5 fhe  of 2012, have inneritag

hawks heishe fies are We sem the most

receniy ntrodused  species flown in
sk o e e auilfed AR e R el HEE A
i aledsi e s Fompariond i i, lencuatofs frends,

chase willsed In ways Wk e amciont
Welsh austingers who
qushawk o hand” aher faatharas quarries
couid have never diuaimed of. However, i
swould be rormiss to ink af e WHC as puraly
a Welsh clua Proud of its origins, it has
expanded ifs influence beyond the Marches
singe s very beginnings, and has saen

TR e e e,
srhspstiat i il
public through various avenues and lought 1oe
s suvhal i Wesiminster and Gardis
Senecd  May our next fity years see us
continue 1o do S0, uphaiding the best of
faioanny's fradifions. and striing fo incresse
its axcellence in all that we do,

B2

more
o hawking arund the
plobe, wxarding bath the spocies avallaslo

commenty
fay's

0 1962 the Harrls' hawk was hasdy
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Regional Report - Essex

Once again its ssasan over and fime for the
regional repert!

N2 10 see 1 Back!

The Essex regian started aur ‘campaign’ and
pre Wales field meet a1 & popular venue in
Brighilingsea , Essex with a mixed group of

retanks and Goshawks The day
promised some good sporl as provious
meeings there have shown Sieary rgular
pails and good Nights over Tarmland ard
through woodiand areas, Tha fine marming
started promisingly enough with birds coking
spianid in Leir niew plumage and they ware
o s i OF parsca sta o

was 1o end sary with warries aver the
weHLv\lﬂ of my bi. My thanks ta thosa
mermbars present who assisted me with the
crop tubing and advioe.

T Exea s i Vs wiwidng 4w
Wales field ms arde the long irip up 1o
Norih Wales wkt_sxpectatina of anciher
qonel 3 day meet with friends at some fine
venues, | would 158 10 thank Stuan Syers at
i3 point & he turmid aroud e having
started out (o retum 1o pick me up and then
ot the vets 1o collect my birg wha cespte
the best efforts of mysell and the vel nad
sadly did

The twee day mest vanuss for the Harrs
Group were heid on old Isvaurites Lisndegis
and Bryn a Pas. Attending as & spectator
Bl 7 i e s cEen obcie
the ususl worries of ‘w bird gare?
and pvamwmq my iraking b, ahhough |

The region continues |0 ba well supporlsd
with ol faces anc same new mermer

are always welcome at cur club nights. Clut
night raffies have allawed the ragion o stratch
‘e field meet bucget ta enable more daies (o
e added 10 the field mee: calendar. | am sure

ofvwel | i however have tho opportaty of
cartying on the fist o splendic young male
Harris and this parlly made up for my koss and
made me fosi part of 1

Tha ey masling again providod suport
vanues and excallont accommo
thanks unee again ge o Neil MeCann for all
is sfiorts to achiave this

The ramainder of tha seasen has seen the
Essex region membars aftending fisle
mestirgs at some old favourites in Essex i
Sufiolk where membiers have been able

agair 1o Stuart Byers for amanging the field
mects

Tho ehange of venue to Mick Yourg's bar in
Galchaster has praved 1o be a popula choice.
The ciub nights are aways 6n an Informal
basis and coninue 10 be an the second
Tuostay in the menth with ‘g hands' noary
always in aliendance lo pass on advico as
recuirad 6 thoss wha nsed help.

1 am corlain thal he Essex ragion wil havs
mambre In aftencanas at tha Walss mast in
Oetober ard that we look forward o mesiing
up with old frends and making new

HarrisHawks and Goshawks continue 1o be
tne birds of cheice for members with the birds.
pertorming weilfor their gniners.

| would like to thank Steve Vaughan and Aab
Cowan for the offer of a bird fo fiy for the
season,

acq

For those of you wna Wil be breeding your
bings we wish every sucoess, and to all athers
we Nope your birds moult ot wail

Keep well

Pete Dawson
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Regiomz[ Report - North Wales

et arather season Is coming 1o an end. as |
am wiriting anather fagional repart for the
north wales region

/o have not had = many gues speakers
his year due 1o e region Lubsiri the e
meets we have ek

A special thanis lo Derak Steofien who gave =
talk an A | and importing vanaus falcons and
ks irto e country, Alsa Alan Gales oave
his secand and third talk on his various travols
t0 nawk In China we wil arrange 1o hear his
Tinal Lalk and slice show faler an this vear,
Fichard Jonas the siub vel gave an insight on
firat it and the prewaniion, also & specis!
tharks to Temy Large on his infomative ta
and side shaw,

&

The fietg. meats halc wera on Llandagla in
nerlh wales | many members have hauked

fhis great venua over the past fen ssasons
with D having = bad sccifent last year. his
s0n ioak the bul by the hams end 1ok e job
on 1o carny on w nard workl Vet again

mbers laking on young hawks gel the
nppauu—my e egitindt phoasant

Young Danisl Maddoek nas baen fiyirg a
male Harris Hawk and doing great caiching
pheasants anc rabbits with nim, o couple of
it bavo, chenpe i \Iymg thee
Hawks 10 Tiying Goshawks iroi

Andy Povey fiyirg & mprint plbigetimi e
plony of pheasants and rabbits, {special
thanks too Andy soring the days aut.

Anthany Fiobarts s fiving & mals and hick
WeDanald = lying a famale . bolh atiending
tha fiokl mesis and catoting pheasants and
rabiits on 2 ragular basis. The region has
exchangad a couple of days pheasant

hawking for catohing Rabalts in Nodn
Yorkshite i nly the weather could be a il
Kinder each ims we gol Choers 100 Dale from
1 Yarksh o hawking CuD.

The ragion heid the snnusl bslated xmae
party in Fat with not bufiet and the auctan fo
ise the Fundls 1o it firss il

A groat ob dens by Jefi Cacklo were only &
ternr Guid away!!

Tha ragion mast avery monte all weloome for
& friandly chat and hopefully have a fesw days
o hawking after al & bad Cays hawking i
better than than a good chay wark!

Cheers

Neil

30 The Austringer

201231



45% Anniversary

['37 Jermima Parry Jones

This year 2012, anmazingly, he Intemational
Gentre for Sirds of Prey hes reached ita 45
anniversary. Ahough here was & shorl
paran whars 1t was rot in the Giasier family
hards, neverheless il ramained as a bid of
proy centre open la the Ul tPioughoul, Wo
even managed, Faving only bought it back on
Dreartir 1812005, g0 e & 1
most appaling state of disrepair and dirt, t
gata e g s ) FHumary 18t
2009, with bads Ty , on
omal re-opening dato ot the soason

Gpened on May 25t 1857, the intal cost
was halt & crown (2/84) for acults and 13 lor
childran, for thase of you who don' remember
‘ol maney’ that was 12 and a alf pence for
adutts and bt for kds!! Mind you, my Father
paict £11,400 for the piace at that time, and |
having actually bought f three tmes, firsly
frem Falner, than frem my ex-husband and
finally snded up an the Third time, paying
£1,170000 for 1t on the last count: Wnen we

iian, that is 25 ard

farmily with tha intent af teaching faiconry nd
breed birds of prey for falconry. we arrived in
Gloucestershirs from Dorsel with 12 birds, &
e of Gammen Buzzards, two Pecegiines,
two merlins, three Tawny Culs, o Gashawk,
and | think a pair of Barmn Owls, but | am
unaute cf the last two.

W slarted slowly. which sadly pecple da nal
©a tocay. On that note, 1 am constantly
emailed with people wha say fhey are startng
a b of prey cenire snd they efher have or
are Inoking fer birss, | wiite back and tell them
thal the Last elemont of & bird of orey centre
they need is the bircs, Firsly they have to
haws a site, get planning pemission, sort out
car parking, oo, signage, a 200 LIGENCE
{which & farge number of places do not havel
and the 200 ficanse should faxs six marths
balure you can epen. Then buid decent
aviaris, put In aatns, sort ot foad supplies
and starage for fnod as well as dispnsal of
what is called Categnry 2 animal by products!
Anc 50 on and s ol The birds should be the
st thing o arriva. wihon everylbing is reacy

iased for them. These are upmans of

4T S iags Bave gy Agait o

other piace In Germany called tha Adier
Valer, i | bokevs o sl there, i flow 15
not a specialist centre for rapiors, bul has
oher anmals such as Mere cas,  ICEP,
which was nriginally calles The Faiconry
Gentre was the first cedicated tird of pray
contio in the UK by a very long way. and Is
niow the oldest, and arobadly the best known
Centre in the world

Startect by my father Philjp Gissier and 1

150 bird of orey centres i the UK and more
are proliferating in Eurape, | would nat mind in
the ieast f they ware all of gond qualty, bt

majorty,  although
starling wilh good infontions {I hope) ar
medozr, to poor, o sppaling, d the Zoo
Licensing Act 603 ot in my opinion work.
Anpwey enoush of that itk rant.

The aims of the Cérilre have charged i 116,
allncugh | am proud 10 say that we have
never lest ar failed 1o admit our fakonty

heginnings. e ars sl tsaching falonry, stil
warking with the Hawk Board 10 maiilain
lalconry as 4 logal pursl, athaugh the
Unneats against 1§ never seem o lessen, sill
wiiting Guidel nes, offering advice and daing
all the things that wa have dane for falcanry
45 yoars. But wa @so hava a very ouod
reputalion in the conservation workd, and
ave boan warking on the South Asian
wuture: project since 1599 We use e bird
for neninvasie research and hava sssisted
oSyl ey goud e o
assist birs of pro wo
S o AR AE s e
alveays dono.

B

Sn in our 45th year we ane naving various
caletbratians, wa hopa 19 sharo soma of tha
Walsh  Hawking  Club  annivarsary
colobrabons in the summe. Wie wil oe having
an ar ang photography exkibiton ane
weekend in May, we aie having & gladiator
weekend in August for the non-alconer
vistors and the svents wil culminale in our
running for e secand year, The spoclal
dedicaed falconiy weekend that we ran win
the UKFC last year This year they havs
decided to g it 2lone as. they want 1o allow
dngs, so thay ar funning an event on tha
weekend ol August 12Ih near Evesham
howevsr as this is not a competition, and the
dates and venues are very diferer, we felt
that we made such & suooess o it Iast year
that it would ba & shame not 1o go again this
year So hops al the clubs will support us on
Septeriber 13t anc 2 for The Falconry
Weekend and our very special year, and
indeed e WHC's snecial vear as welll

Dougie Morgans

Ken Macleur

Presidents =
Tbe We sb Hawkmg Clu

Lorant de Bastyal
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Mobbing Jess

by Lyn alwer

I originally wrols this arlicls in 2011 but
missec the: deadlin 101 it10 b inctuded in last
years Austringer

Having har the caidest winter since records
begar has been very ‘on in numbers
v iy il Fabbits had . my area o
Gwent in Snutn Wales. But this nas not
stopped me from flying my twenty year old
Female H::Hs i

This Harris has tiavelled quite a faw miles in
ber life having been haiched in Risca , Gwant
sh went 1o Ireland win nor first owner then
shie came nack to Gient as Jonn Emargrated
to Mew Zealand so Jess came ta live with
mysaif

With all the snow and rain | only naficed this
vesr that my Harris has been mobbed by &
pumber of speces of Birds whie ouf
Inawking.The most commen _has  bean
Spanawhawks hot Mako and Female hen
tne Ganvd family. She mas also een mabbed
by Misle Thrush, Buzzand and Greater
e L s
Jess aind she just ducks her head at the last
mmute ot ol mysall Weough the
woa

10 one incicdant | was.at the botiom of =n oak
Irge milh Jess above me when 2 wikd Buzzard
flew in and lancat anove her, The nead minute
s Buzzard decided 10 atiack Jess and few
straight &t her with aul streished fost and
orabbad her in the shest. A hand full of chest
Teathers fell fo the ground. Yau would ot

201233

hink a wid Buzzard woud nave come so
close 1o mysell, | must have been in 1
kurting ground,

dessos favourits prey i the Grey Sauirel
andihe olher day she wenl smashing info a
ray in the lork of 2 tres whish was ey

came nol o bul six
Sauirrels 20 one a1 & time. Jess gave chase
bl she missed them in allthe vy ard was not
& happy Karris whan | called har bask to the
st

| would be Interested fo know i other
Ausiringers have had the mobaing atiuct
while aut Hawkin
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30 Years Tn Pursuit Of Coney

by Royw Bebbington
A Austringers Ulopia

Havding Utopia_means difersn: things ‘o
diflerant peaple. Ta me, for the past 30 years,
Nawking ulopra has been in the ing of
goshiaks, Hairis hawks ang Ihe cocasiondl
‘aagle, over pointing dogs for rabbits!

The maoity of this has taken place upon the
white grass maors of Northern England,
Intersporsed wilh irips (o southem Sootland,
aceasional uentules to 1he various inner and
uier Hebredien isles, and four years spent
solely hawking upon the Isie of Skye. when
wa lived B workad ciose by,

For (s past 18 years | hava come ta love and
ik Upon the white frass moars of northem
England, anc Yorxshire in paricular

It i5 to thesa arsas that | now refate my
experiences,

This branch of our at 5 the very equivalent of
any grandiose form of ‘game hawking’ with
longwings. Far, if's demands are every bit as.
exacting. Thal is, il you want {0 cantinually
soe and experience ne very best this branch
of our belousd art ofers

Tha somenhat romanticized varsion of mar,
hank and dog working in harmuny. s nol ans
10 bo simply applied 1o hose who chouse ty
iy longwings, but is & equally applcable to
the. ciare | say t, 'humble rabbit hanker

My experiences are limied to four main
Spaties, Nose being, Ihe oshawk {oeth male
and female) the temuginous fboth fomalof a
medgetaied eagi (a femaie) and o female
Harm hauik

Edch ol thesa ramarkable spoties has had 4
advantages and BisaCvANgEs.

| do nat wish 1o get into & debate upon the
respertive meits of eack, but o simply share
wilh you, my expenences, with the main stay
ofallof my nawking, e goshaus

High country,

Tha whila grace mosre, over which | have
hawked, geographically, sreleh fiom the
southem 1) of the Pennine areas of northem
England, northwares te the Scotish borders.

Arcund home ground they are to be found
sandwiched In-between some of o finest
manicored, most pralifc qrouse moars in the
country. They sre considered by many

vl i el e ol e e &
o rusance, e hay haroour
ious 1ypos of verm cetota nchdod
in fum mskes their joh sven more dificut,

£

Howswer, 1t is the wery fact that tnese areas
aré ot kaepere, which is the very reason for
thit contnuest oxlstonce, The olher Single,
most influential fastor Is the effest of over
arazing by sheey

Ug wnil recent times, hil larmers in these
parts wore hoavly subsidized. Basically, e
mare sheep they had oul on the Rl the
greater the subsdy lhoy wore pad
therstore made sound busness sense ta
have a3 many shesp as possible out o ha
moor. Shoen as we all know wil eal just
ban 4y, ad Hiin " pediale
Tongness for young

Thus, when shesp ara lat loose in laga
et o R e I i

n dremely  delrimental  effect,
d\[hﬂugh they do act as some whal of & Top'
Snaking up large amouts of fick

Simaliied 1o fs exireme, the heatner. under
heavy localisad grazing pressuTe disappears
el the grasses 1ake over.

Triis wiss braught home- o me, atter an area of
white grass moorland, aver which | hawk, was
fenced off rar shasa, This was carisd ou:

Tha vary faces of Ihesa moars ara scarred b
quith & rumber of chy's. Ve stood within
them, tnoir walls can extens upwards of a
hundred foet or mora. What & blessing they
arel For the sanctuary that they aford from
the ravages of tha wind. an a day when the
wind Is of no use, on e higher apan ground,
is tha difarence botween a day 1n 1he el
and a.day I the mews for your hawk

Weather ard its affect

Yanel T it il ot e
attor when nawing these areas. tis

blessing snd & curse sl rolled info one.
Blawing from the right ciregtion it i ona i
from ansther dirscon Ui tne opposite.

Thes vend 1fluences the hails and lfestyles
0f the: very rzhbits we pursue, the vegetaton
that they eat and liv withis ry area in
which we can fly, the asiliy for your dog i
fines quarry and aiove all oiso, 115 he single
mest influgnicing factor as 10 which species of
hawk you may consistently and succsssfully
.

IHese moars wera 1argwwm-ass msn e

as part of a project
Black grouse, A speeies hat T2uours a vaﬂc‘y
of habitals, boih heather and

goshawk wouid wer oy
Al A 501 Gﬂsnewks il mpc and

Spared form ths ravages of the iocal snasp.
vt & period of belwenn four ta fiva yoars
the heathor coverage nereazed a hundre
foid {without the need of mone bum), | a

he fim belief that 5 large swaihe of
white grass meorard s simply heather
maHant iying dormant

ER:S

For ms, ane very worthwhile side eflect of e
encragcament of e white graunt is, that s
tha grasses profiiarats &0 to o the rasbits.

Dollad amangst the whils grassss are areas
of thin rocds (we call them shvs, | 6o not have
their scientific namel, varying In size from
isolated cumps, 1o largs petches of same 30
matars. square. These areas are quite &
magnel for raslels, and provide some fmuch
nocded sheller, Tho larger areas ars
generally congregated arounc areas of water,

The contours of these meors have been
craated by counliess years of stang winds
and rain. If It were not far the intrusion of the
oscasional faresiry block, then thoy would
have remainad as completely opan areas.

persanally hale he intrugion of Ihese
foresiry blocks, fot iy soun 16 bo of s tise
o neties man nor beast 56 ciosery planted
2re the individusl rees 1o one anather, al ight
is pravertad rom penelraiing tha canagy, and
ther floor is [ust an agidi: camet of Gaad pina
reedies

o o
me i o o st wmewg-h jrideis
what invarisbly happers is that they are
continually biown ol down wind,

31 for sl the goshavrcs | have flown, Just
about have the srige ouer the Harris hawks.
This barn out by tha statistics | have racorded
within my hawking diaries. Tra goshawk only
ERING SUDNG e when e wines are of cerain
swengih, atter whicn the versatle Haris
awl with s abiliy ta wait o' takes over,

Interastingly successhul flghis from & waiting
on Harris averaged around 35%, as o

10 60% trom direet purstit ights from the st
with & goshams. This matiers ltle to me, as i
is The Acrual beaty af the Figrt thar makes
tnings wortrvhiie

Hawing pursued this branck of our art, on bath
Ine westem &na eastem sides of tais country,
I can tell you with some suthoric, that the sss
is 2 whole ot drier, with significantly less
rainial, Aain, as wa arm 2l oo aware of,
cames in many forms, and up fere o the
exposed ground can be and ndeed is, e
death knell ta a days hawking

| axparience plenly of misly, damp days,
which are jus! a5 disruptie, This misl seems
10 have the i to saeate my hawks, sven
when st Upon the fist. This then leads to
same much-laboured fying, and the hawk is
quita soweraly handicappen. Bolive you ma;
mere is noring yau can oo abaut It

Rabobits therr habits and tactics,

Rabhita are the single most numerous
=prces 10 be found Upan te whie ground
and 1l was for this reason that my interest in
them was nilialy starled. However. they are
0110 be found trougheut the whole r2nga of
these areas. Lavge swathes of while ground
are devaid of rabits, for what appears o b

parent reason. Cerfain areas seem 1o
ofter &l of the right inredients, such 5
adequale food and shelter, similr 1o thase
where rbbits ae In abuncanca. and yt they
agpear to have Newsr Deen Goknized,
Otvicusly the rakbits emselves knaw whyl

| was unamsre whan | first began my lovs

allair with this parlicular branch of cur ar, as

fo just wha fhie spor hese: igh couny
ranb1s offer

| have often heard rather disparaging remarks
regading ravbil haweng

These usualy emanate from those wha
hosse o pursus featherad auany, prineipaly
with goshais. Their main one of contention
baing, hat far an exparianced fi shorwing,
Inings can batuma [ust hat its too sasy, and
55 exeling

| disagrael Just as with most everyihing eise,
things can bacome just a5 easy, Sxcitng of
chalienging as you wish to make them.

Scaterd amongst the white giass mooes
pon which | hawi are the occasional caveys
of by wikl Engish partridge, ang smal
Pumbars of pheasant.

Ve poined by your dog and subsequenty
Nyghud bt your b Then B drei
from the fit, the =l o " scanaro is for
both hawk snd guarty o heas fon, and
oisapear Into ha distant horizon

Yes | imow. We have all. ucmsmnauy
winessad the one in fen fight, when &
Soimenk plika 8 taing b fiom the
diractly I front o! you. butfels be honest here,
they are the excopton, nal the rul

The statonary Ausiringer usually only efs o
sae the two adversaries grow ever smaller a5
They fade from view. and mors often than nat
e telemey Is sepioyed

Atlenstwith rabbit hawking 2l of what unfaids
i laict bava for you fo see, fight in front of you!

Rakbits in my aioa can ba very laige. |
reqiere. fake bugk rabblY thal weiph In
excess of belwesn fve fo sx pauncs in
vieight

Dunng the SUmMmerECUTn manths 25 they
feed up in preparalion fof winler, faais can
acoumulate an  incradibie  amount o
Subeutaneous fal

Interestingly, | always appear fo calch a
dispropartionately oreater number of UGk
rabits, than doe's.

in the region of 85% are
bucks. There aways sppear o be r'lam
bucks sat above ground, maybe tua 1o the
g mpt s ISl e i
home warren,

1 586 & wida rangs of cojaurs amongs the
ratbits | see and calch, inclucing greys,
blacks and hafl wikes and varying shades of
o,

Black rabbits have caused a certain amount
af canfusion 10 ana or twe of my Favks.

They have seemed quite confusad as la
whether the black rabbits were actually
sgilimate quarry. One patcular lemale
gushawk would never fly after a black rabbic.

The fignting ingtinet

Whenever a bbbt i caught by one of our
hawks | seam 52 cre of o Things
On the one hand the rabbit will jump, twist,
turn, kick ;md scream for all of its worth. Any.
hawk with & paor bold g
bundles of fury. will seon lose it prey.

On the other han certain rabbis ofter o
resistance whatsosver,  They sppear o
simply accepl the lacl thal they have een
caught and await the inevliabie

The actual size or sex of the rabkit appaars 10
b mmaterial o the resultant struggie. | have
hiad srtaller rabbits that have faught for al of
there wortn anet large bucks thal have never
maved

Mosl of the female goshawks | have 1luwn‘
0Nce xperiencsd were mare than c:
noiding rabbts  The  smaller meles,
dependent upon fheir individual welg, and
ltespecive  of thell  exparance. have
struggled

Experience has shovm ma that whon a rabail
I5 taien by & smaller male gosnaw, tiey (el
8% intimiciatad, aenae:ally by he hawks' iack
of waight ard sirength of foct. It simost s
though they fael tral although a hawk has &
halet f them, they st skand & chance of
escape.

This. was particularty bome oul by ihe
excessia number of fighiers, 8 small mak:
gosnawi | ones flaw encauntersd crng nis
b seasone.

Eseape, tactics and hazards

September and October are the usual ‘make
or break manths! for an syas.

For an exporenced Goshawk, we wail until
the: very end of Septemaet of ihe beginfing of
Octaber.

For an eyas tis earfier begirning colncides
with, nopalully, 8 geod number of % grown,
inexperienced rabbils, Ideal quany. for any
inexperienced eyas,

Actrdingly. your tactics for initial and indead
cartinued sutcass need i ba honed

Rabibits in hese pats a7 anyining but siupid
Espacially when yau cansider that nof anly do
Iney have to contend with the daily ¥isi from
the masaucing Austringer, but also they are
prodaled wpon by @ whels host of wild
ceatures,  Undorslandaoly  they  have
developed & whale nost of escape tactics

ieir ability to change dirsation ot the very
Spiit 600N, Bmployes on S0 mAny Cocasions
10 5o many of my hawks, sending lhem
owershooting, Many will purposely nead for
and dive undemeath racky outerops. | onee
lost & particularly fine female fermuginaus in
Rt vyl v
falleg, or shausd Ihat actualfy ba, she ha
ime 1o pull out o1 a full-bicoced stoeo. She
un!u!mnsta\y hita large protiling ek ot ful
spsed. under which tne flesing rabbit hat
wed, This was no concidence; the eobit
hag predetermined lls move.

Largs omeas o reodks are by and e o e
avei rablts know tha: &l they
ol 13 1 n ke vl o e
wil remain un-sighted. Within Ihesa reed
b293 they are AlEo felUctant 10 Sit 1ar 100 long
irting dog and feeling less prassurzed,
will creep away. Frustrating bath the navrs and
iog. They will slso ol -
mewse’ wilh you, liselingly exiling Inese becs,
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only to de straight back in

Although mentioned mere when describing
the tactics for hare hawking. | toa have
it i e bt Ko 165
inla the air, straight over a hawk. ard th

e v e o v 19 2 hek st
il ligr, seacing your coshawk fyng over

Rebbits make gond use of dry stonewslls. &
greatimany of whieh have faflen into = state ol
dissepar and thelr sagging bowed stiuclures
allow sufficient room for @ fabbil o hide:
within

Waty fofte ol o Tl i
dives into a suitable hole within them

Thre Foe b one i syl i
madte hazard that my hawks are having 1o
s it il g
which 1 Iy are beginning bo be fencec, This
wire fencing s sualy tooped with deacly
narbe wire. This s 3 somewnal wafrying
trend aitribaiable in part (0 the leng-tem aims
af some landawnars. to pravent, or restriot

sheep. in order t promole and
regenerale he heather covarage.

1 do o7 oocasions experience hawks Rty
wire, but thankiully have not experienced ary
lalallties,

A more naiural menace

Maymatosis is ever prasert for me, and has
become just one of those things that we have
come Lo live with, We used to consider 1 as &
summet (ime phanomanon. as that was the
fime of year when It would be most
eabile. It s in fact anything hut confined
rig e St o orliec
such, simply due to the increased number of
etk fonied arbund 2t tove 1 ywar,

Whiete this awfyl disease ooours, thankfully it
appears lo be guite localized. Althaugh + has.
cuile a devaslating effedt on the rabhit
papulanar efiected, generatly i daes nol twrd
o spreadt throughout the whole of my area at
the: same ti

The first indication of ls presence vl be the
sight of blind, disorlentated rabbils aimiassly
hapaing around, oblivious 1o you. Witnin a
comparatively snot space of tme, & area
can be ilered with such FHful creatures or
worss their decomposing carcasses.

| bhave found that raboils affected by

s, due ta their comolately
behaviow, can on oooasions
confuse some  hawks. The can  also,
prabably due 1o ihe alfcted scent hey giva
off, cause confusian o my dogs, Soms dogs
wil nat point them

A number of ssasone ago & much mors
sinister an polentally disastrous disease fit
the rabits i1y area,

This cisaasa was viral

eabbits to lherally bleed tao death

The first thing, which alerted me ta this, was
e somewnai susden dsappestance of
ralbbits troughout s whols range of w
hawk. Coupled lo lhis. was tha absence of
carcasses, usully present when N maiosss
nag i an ara

| eventuslly came acoss a dead rabbit, laid
ahove ground. On firsl inapaction there
appeared lo be absolutely ro reason for tis
rahbit o have died. Howaver, what | st
notioad! was blood EnMIng from the 0ars ang
nose

The dissase was confimed some wesks
fator, alter soveral carcasses were calloclou
and sent away for analysis

Bt thet tme my hewking sesson was
suspanded 25 (he rabbit population crashec,
The knack am efect of the disappoarance of
1no rabbits was 10 be fell oy many of the wild
raptars in the area. There frlvwed & marked
le=s sucoessful braeding seasen for many
Warse sill brey switched o the anly ausiiable
local alternalive. the red grouse. As you can
imagine, it did not endsar thom 1o the local
maor keepers

Whal a remarkably reslient creanre ihe
rabbit 5! Somanaw Ihey rmanagad to whather
fhe storm and wilnin a season or lwa. woro
back, Although their numbers were nownors
ciose to whal waule be consinered as nomal

The essential eiement. Dog

| personally believe thal the very special
nature of rabbit hawking upan tese white
grass moors, is only made so special
because of the use of a poiniing dog.

To consistenty fing radis i these areas
otner than chaosing to use femets, then 4 dog
i ro luxury, but an absolute necessiy.

The stieer pleasure of waiching & vl rained
©og hunt, the anticpaton when 1 Graws upon
paint, newer exactly knowing just what 1 has
inund,  indeed there is in fact &nything there
o &l enly goes to provile that sssenisl
elamant.

o0 staged manageo' by the amount of timo
you have, when using a painkng breed,

| 62 apprasiate their view, and it is bacause
af this reason thal | feal that same of those
who choosa Lo lly shorl in

that this ie & hopeiess fight, tha bt sat
lisrally inches from its burrow

Then, with the hawk hall way 1o the
starementioned rabbt what happens? The

Viow that, raobil nawking 1S o poor
subsitute 1o fying game birds

If you anly ever stand immediately behind
‘your poinfing doq, and siip your hawk Irom &
distarce of a few feol 3
“oason, that a 1 and oxperianced sharl wing,
andl ndeed broad wing, willin al praoabilt,
and especally sa on apen graund make shor:
work af flshad rabbits.

Il amazes me how many Austringers fail lo
ever chalienge: their hawks, by erreating &
5ond distance mawng e fushed quamy
that fitle mara taxing

Moting even with 2 pointing Lragd IS aver
that 100% cartain, for hera are & nyriad of
things that car and often do o agains! you
Un-clean flushes, quarry fallng to leave
caver, exifing Irom an urthought of diraction

failing fo lush at il the list is ardless,
The oo and fts use:

For mare years than | care fo remember |
shesa 4 5 o iy 51l R o Vo
time 4 seomed ad
campiication arc my il fombiod 8 m'wpls
parieuany when ying ‘snaie
neckes' accipiters, anly cofirmed it a5 such

A big misiskel For ha nood s sueh &
wondertul Lok, which if used comecly <an
prevent 50 many negaiive experiences. and

A tmes s the difersnce hetween &
pieasurable Gme or one o constant
Trustrations.

Conslder the folowing, Wuedfe sconario
taken from ooe of my hawking oaces.

enuary day, with a moderste
nerlmestory wind, The ground s covarer

a fighl covering ol snow, now hard and
Impattes aiter quie a number of Sua-zern
rights.

Unetarstandably, there appears to be pracious

rabit's
passes within 1h¢= RrPaR | hawk over that
maks tha qualty of our sport s Special
Firstly, is thal tha rabbits il s
painting dog. Sucondly, are b
Gistances that 1y can be fund away fiom
the satety of teir home Wanens,

| persarally choose Io work e Hungarian
wirehairec: vizsla, & membar uf the hunt point
ang retrieve braeds.

1 do know cuite & number of die hard spaniel
aicionadas. and especialy thass wha fly
gashawks, who fimly believe thal the
spomtaneity you gei fom a. flushing breec

o parbcular nesty disemse which causes

Their
spart. They fesl st things can aecome just

10 fact. we hawe
now been aut for almost twa haurs and have
not had a single point and flight.

My lelt am foels like a lon weight, due in ro
small pan, to the constanit baling af 3 very
frustrared, bored hawk. | dare nol cast a

olance her way, 5 | can fes! her eyes boring
into mire ard she is holding me responsible
for the apparent fack of action

Vean stand It no langer. | decide thaf she has
hacl & much frustration as kot sneand | can
she spats & rabait in the far
distanca, | unciip her from my gleve and allow
e 10 Take 10 1he wing

Unfariunatsly what tne fawk is unamare of is

Sat on the ground by 196 very hola inta which
the raball simply hopped ko, the hawk
anpears Io e even mare disgruntled

1 call to ber ard call again, [m sure she s
reluctant o relum because she expects
anciner rusteating pericd spent clipped o my
glove.

Mearwhile. prabably sttributabie 1o my calling
the hawk_ the rabte sal in fract of the dog
decides Inat L lime fo isave. I prematursiy
flushes and is away. We have just st what
TS Ut 10 be aUr only possibe fight of he
day

Things woid have bean 2 whla ot difersnt
ihis M\lcvlar hawi had have been mads ta
the

Firstl the hawkc would nat have wasted unlokd
snergy baing. The anly anergy expended
ot i s 1 oy Aegpi s
She wauld ol have fell Fruslrated o indesd
bored and al af ihs r\u;allve intorastion
hetween ws would have been avoider

Can straight of the heod flights work far an
accipier? | nave found they can. Far two
seasens | decides @ fly o male goshewk
exclusively out of the hood | kept the hawk

ed all of tha fimg until & point was
produced

This hawk kraw Ihal as soon as the hood was
removen, then there was something ta ly
after. | can sseure yau it worked perfectly

1 ik e, you mainly hawk alane, | fount that
once un-hodded, the tme (L ook (o cover the
distance ever o the polnting dog, meant the
hawk el alreay ooteinecl an appreciation of
what andl w0 WaE Zround 2. Famiar with 3|
il saw, it was sattled and focussed upan the
dog

Ave these any dravibacks to straight out of the
hood flighis? The one thing | can definirely
Ihink of e thet you have to resign yourself ta
e fact thaal you wil lose a cerlain percentags

Filnass! And lime on tha wing

Fitness is someting that my hawks attain
largely fram chasing wid quarry. | believe that
na ameunt of preparation czn adequetely
conoilian them or hands on” experience

No matter how novel my presentation of
simulated quarTies andl no matter how many
limes, or dittances flown 1o lures, they can
never replicale the aclions, speed and
unpresictabie behavicurs ol wid quarry.

So, | nave always allowad the hawks finess
I buile 25 tha seasan progressed.

Have you ever actuall considered just how
much fime your hawk spends on the wing? |
nevsr gave & second Tougnt, until that
decided o swilch o fights out of the hm
The subsoquent resulls came as a greal
shock,

For 20 years | have maintained & metioulous
dally vecerd of every day | spenc a fisid with
the hawk. Every dog worked and any
companians. | include the number o sips |
obtain and af what quarry ypes

of potential flights. Thass being
spntaneously flishes, Uniess that s you are
rapared o quickly un-haod the hawk st th
very moment quary flushes and allow it the
gt

1:am only interested in fights fram of a point
from the degs. So. as frusirating 2s it can

sometimes be 1o have @ODTs spring up ot
your fect, snd then watcn them
disagpear, thers has always been suficient
aiips 1o provice sdaguale sporl

The uiher major draw back is: the potential
laek of time: e hawk actuzlly spends upon
the wing, &5 now explainsd

plabe s acean
‘\hsr\ ater which the quarry presants the
wk wilh & sporting chance of aclualy
it

Wy susson usually starks lals Seplember and
ends on tho st Febrary. Tho groalest
number of days In any ane seasan thet | have
Ml @ hawk wass 114, the lesst 32 days

Averaging things oul over the years,
appears | average 62 liying days per seasen.

Up until recently | averaged 30 slips per
season. Thus by cividing the number of days
i hase elips. | avarage 4.8 slips per o

201237

I an average fight, covering a distance of
s0ma 400.500 yards lasts let say 2 minutas
thal s thy ks ars sperding no mare
than 10 minutes per outing acually lying!

This Gbviausly masns that | must never have
Tiawn a feuly fit nawic

T daianda, A | il s bt

conditon my havcs with sessions
b T 1o - it o non-fiying
daye In effect my hawss now have soms
KNG ol onecise every day of ke season and
ithas maste aulte a elffersnco.

Final thaughts.

The raobil justly dassrvas is rghtiu! place at
the head of the tabie along with all of the other
e rbie quary pes, P e havo boon
the very bread an for oountless
T

The sport they affard ms and qulte a numbar
of tose who resdle within the norhem
counties of England aie simply second 1o
nane?

The: past two wirlers and the 20092010 in
particuiarty have had quie an impast upon
rabbit numbers local fo me. Areas upon
which they were once ccmmon can e almos!
devaid,

Caupled ta this s the fact that bacause of the
sub-zera daylime lemperalures, many are
almast begaming nockanal in their faecing
habits, ling. i of the dey below

ground.

Hameuer, qoad ld Coney is a rasilient litle
“fevil and we continue ta hope that there wil
always be sulliciant numbers fo continue aur
oeloved sporl,
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Incubation

Ep Roh Cole

We al ar same tme have thoughts of
breeding from a special Rawic or faloon that
we have fiown , be it tnare excellent nature
there agaressian in per sufte of the pich t
ey altain. | &im no dilferenice in that fact and
alter many years flying goshawks, spamow
hawks ane then jt my male red 12il and gypsy
iy femae merlin | deced 1o try nd braad
fram e and qypsy. | wauld like o say at his
Dot iRt 1| hact known then What | Know new
{may have lolt the breeding 10 those hat are
Io o hermits and go without fam
holidays, heve & very undersianding wife with
a degree in sartioan?

1 sel about buikding bwo aviaries and painng |-
with my dneses “impriat * female red taul andl
malh his jack merlin , e wore vary very lucky
as the red 1alls bred and reared & chitch of
threa with ria probiems af all Znd 1 was just
undelievable 1o sea ther irteract buikling &
nest rough 1o sgg laying and linally the
natch all via cotv e Almught o sy (i ol
the rs are aur
e o T e hikpeo oy ol i
e et vam Wl gl
Ilnlhanl\y eth he stoar foy of seoe 1
e Ec et amiind saxh ciner
with wings. droppec nned it was
stuning 1o watch s e
#g3a errived we agan haught this is so %o
sasy. | wen! 1o paris on a faril and
oy tncle was af 1o check how he | haten
went it umed out 10 be qute expensive s
" pac ringing The
ut the parants vioud rat
feed them . we decided fo pull them and
hem with vary it probiem wily
help fram paui mackineler 7o we hd got the:
anginal par from , witiaut pauls help | would
have said breeding is just too stressiul \99..:
Ihave bsen asked by a faw new breeder
oughts on the back gardon il
incubatan room over the las1 10 years or sa ,
and have | hope given some thaught and
insight that as been of Feip in some smal
way, | thought this sesson | woud build @ new
incubalion wom and share with you my
0UgAIS 0 wAGl 35 watied for me over the
st 16 years
The incubation raom | have used over the last
16 years a3 bear my small spars becroom . it
a5 2 rth facing Smal wincow whieh IS hen
the season stars the alinds are shut and all
heating 5 turned of Tor that reom The raom
10t 61 NS through the hreeding sesscn
keeps a lemperatura of 19-22¢ and relalve
ity ol 25% which  frd just rlght fa this
size aom. | stanted By stipaing the foam out
{with. permission of my vrife ?jand taying 2 sk
ko e slie O casolie . I ohn
Kitghen unfis with an oak o,
3 was ackuss | i vt 3okt Yoot
workiops & this Gan absosh 1o much meisaure
and for eese of olesnng , overhead

cupooards worc tied wilh under ighting
male Sure that you ft enougn sackess | have
fitied 14 under e otk fon wih siainiess
sl s el it e e
this keeps all of the warktop free

Coanimg. | Ute AB MEUBSIOS MH 65 (heso
are my preferonos, bul fing a manufacturer
tnat you find works for you) as they have @
clear mindaw that cavers the full incubstor
and are infintely adjustsbia, you wil nesd at
Isast 2 incubators with per apss a hatcher. |
fun these through & UPS unit hat is fted

undee ane of the base unifs. ths wil adjust
power supply 10 your incubators and as &
battery backiin for short term powar failure.|
never tust the kd temperaiure on any
Inaubater and wth that in ming | rvest in &
calibraled mercury tesmeneter hat | can sol
my sou! cheok Inrmometess foa, | da this by
using @ tennis ball size of modeling ciay
73pped In Clingfim 2nd nsarting tha master
tharmomster 1o the core with all spol chacks
and laaving for 12.24 hours In 10 MCUBaIG!
{a0uS1 $p0LChieKS 10 MACH e master |

| use & weighing scale of 100th gr in
sonjunction with eqy weghtioss program

WA s pRgmiL b A
Urclrsiaating how lhe aritrys s diveloping
and that Ty s obing wOGHL & 1 T
perceniage for each paicular paird print out
the eag chants and add It to a growth chart
that goes. with tha ATD I the naw owner |
st find i very inleresling 19 see how there
fakoon as dewslopec ftom egg 1o hard pen ).
atention 1o cetail is the name of the: game
6 630 be the diference bewwsan hatching
fertil ogas and failure . | would alsa suggest
that you kesp in mind thal eubation
ro0r wil be Used for a maximun of & monins
of the year 5o with plenty of storage 1 can put
the Incubators: away and use the roam for
making falaonry equipment 2

The 2012 Austringer Raffle Prizes

Oviginal [iwte wood seulpture of a Grey Partridge

by Bill Prickett

Dueﬂing Pf}easams yn’mt

by Andrew Ellis

Game Cool Box

supplied by The Gool lcebox Company

Learuing to Fly signed illustrated book

by Calin Woolf

A soth anniversary engraved crystal set of Welsh whi

Donated by Rob Cole

kel‘g and tumblers

A signed copy of North Awerican Falconry and Hunting Hawks
Donated by late Ray "Tubby" Hooper Family

Transmitter
Donated by Bryan Patterson

Many other prizes including da days fis{}ing i Sauth Wales and a gents Eeo-drive waich!
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Cormittoe of
the welsh Hawking Club

Prosidont
Rave Dimard

Rules & Constitution
ﬂf tbe We[sé Ha.wkfng club

Nawte and Ohjectives
1. The name of he club shall bs The Walsh
Hanieing
Z 1 T objective of U’\C cluty SH\H bat-
e promation of Faleor

b e prwNn ol aice and Inomation
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ek Hgsaonienr-Viar 61 Vike Sowas
Chairman
Mick gl
Emailznarmangiesslslhavhinget
Vice Chairman

Pl e
Ewail vcechanmanitavelshawhingat con
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= irteresied partes.
&. The prome maintenancs of the
S Gt 81 OO amongst s
Memgers.

Constitution

The clb srall consst of a Presicent,
Vice-Presiderts, Chaiman, Vice-Chaimnan,
Hanarary Secretary, Honorary Treasurer and
ather commillse members as agreed and
aloclod al an AGM. Each of bheso mombor
areentitie 10 atiend the commiies meesings
and {0 one vote, excent the Chaiman wha
doss nat ave a vote. However, in the event
of & wolz resulting in 2 e the Chaiman shall
thar fiave the casting vole.

Only full members are sligible for elecion ta
fioers and he commites wail
conduct the business of the b {nersafier
raferied o simply as the commi ich
will mas at such times as L thinks (L A
Quarum for a meeting shall be fi members.
Anyone who holds a current comistion under
the Wiliita & Countrysde Act, The Animal
Walfara Act, Cotss or any aiher ofiences to 2
living animal wil nol be accapled for
membership untll any ban enforced by a court
of 1am fas been spem They vl then be
acoapted at the diacretion of the committee.

o), w

Elections

A1 members of the commitiee wil be
Sk individualy, annually al the AG,

shoukl any commitice
mber fal fo Aitend commitiee meetings

Wiebmaster
g 2 [ung e your
Conal a
Members Scercta 4
. an explanalior

ey
0 D e, Hel e
skt el

0 sha may he asks to
11 the reason is of insullicient
justilication. the commillas member may ba
d down from teir post and
nother mamner co-opted 1o fil the position

Ml:mfx:nl}ip

1. Mambers of the club will be approvad by
the commitiee.

2 o persnn wril be accepted for membershia
winnd completing & memaership appicalion
form ceclaring f he or sha fas

convictions under the Wililis & Countrysida
Act, Cotes ar The Animal Welkre Act The
membership torm wil state that if an applicant

desiares a past cenviction then a committze.
menber wil contact Mem 10 discuss e
affence and comichon, the  cammities
member will then report back o the mai
committes for & decision if the anpiication
wauld ba appraved or nol

3. Tne annual sudscription rate shall be
determined at e AGM e2ch yes

4: Any member whose subscription s mora
than eight weeks owerdue after e ond of
Way shall cease o be a member, but wil b
eligible for appravat a8 an assaniate member
and will pay e full aining fas s appropriate.

5 Shouid the commitlae have any reason ta
etisve thal a member has scted In & manner
injurious to Falconry o the club hen the
member may be required o furni
explanation 1o the
conswderation of the commitiee or ko appear in
person belore (ha commillee. The member
can claim a pessanal hearing f preferreel. The:
Secretary must give the member at least 14
days noice of the commitise’s requiremanis.
Showd the member refuse fo compy, tha
committes may trminale the membershio.
Thay may aiso laminale the mambeishin
should they decide that_the member has
&c1e in & way hamtl to Faiconsy andiar the

& Any memoor wishing 1o disoose of a bird
abtained thraugh the cluos’ breeding project
must frst atfer The bird back 10 the club at the
purenass prics.

7. Orly Il members are
club affairs,

igiolo ta vols o

& Prowy and postal votes ars not perminied,
Rowever email volas are permitsd within the
committe to ensure the smoolh running of
the b

9. Assoriare members wishing 1o obtain ful
membarsiip may apoly in wrling ko the
Secretary for lie consdoration ol the
eom Priar 1o apolyng the applcant
should Aormatly have completed at least 12
monihe membership.
rormally
hunted wilh & bird of prey witnessed by a ful
niber.

g

10, Al members wil be sirangly sncauraged
fe complete tha LANTRA award begim ng
with the falzonry award duting 1he Gst 7.

manths of mc‘raclsmfa me WH will easlsr
with Iraining at re

11. Tha WHC will ofier junior membership o
those in Ul Lme edugation. Junior mermoers
vall be eniilied 10 atend social and field

deciares a pest conviction then a commiiee
momber wil contact them 10 giscuss the
oftence and conwctan, the  commilies
member hen report back to the
= decision il he application
o appmv?t‘ or nat,

=4

3 annual subscriplion rate shall be
oetermined a1 the AGM each year

4. Any member whose subscription is more
Than wighl woeks overdue affer the and of
Wiay shall coase 1o ba & member, but wil be

S01e o aporoval e an Seeoidls e
anc] will pay the tul oining fe= 28 aporoy

5. Should the committes have any reason @
‘aelieve hal a member has acicd in a manner
njurious 1o Falconry or the iy then the
mamear may be fequired to fumish a wikien
exlanstan 1o the Secrelary
consloaration of the commiice er fo =pps.: in
person bofore the commiftee. The mermbar
can claim 3 porsonal hearing i preforred. The:
Secretary musT Q1vo i member at least 14

' notios of the committes's A il
Shoula mber refiise 0 comply. tha
commitiee may lerminate the membersip,
They may aiso tcrminats the mamhershin
should they Oscide That The member has
acted in @ way harmial to Falconry andior the
WHE

8 Aay member wishing o dispose af & bird
abiained through the cllbs’ braeding projact
mustfirst ofer tha bird back 10 e ¢ud &t the
purchase orics.

7 Only full members are clgble to vate on

club affaire.

& Proxy and postal votes are not permitteo,
howewer el vates are permited within fhe
Gammittee to ensure the smooth wnning of
he club.

8. Associale members wishing 1o obtain full
memborship may apply i weling Lo tha
Secretary the consideration of the
commites. Priar 1o applying the spplicant
shoudd normally have complelod at least 12
monihs mambership,  Tho applicant must
normally nave suocessfully frained  ang
Hhurted with a bird of prey witnessed by & full
mambar.

10. All Members wil be strongly encoiraged

camglete the LANTRA award beginning
wilh the faleanry sward during the first |2
Mot of membership, The WHG will assist
with training al regional level

1. Tha WHC will offer jumior membsrstip to
thuse in full ime ecucaton. Junior members
wil o entitled {0 allend social ard okt
mectings but nol volz on club matters or
stand for ofice, This membership will be
offered at 50% discount of il club
memership:

Meetings

1. The Annual Genera! Westing shal be helo

attne man Fieid Mosting cach yoar,

2. Mestings shall be presiced over by the
Shvsirin i Chet s o s i ks
e of the ather officers as apgropriate.

Alteration to Rules

Rules may anly he atered by & vote taken a1
the AGM o7 at an EGM. Nofices of mefions far
the AGM or EGM shall be seni to the
Secralar o ative al I0ast 6 wooks
rior 10 these meetings. Any member wising
to call an EGM shall inform the Secretary.
writing statian the reason i1 such a meating.

Wl members must countersgn the
appiication

Code of Conduct

1. The well being of al birds of prey bolh
domestic 0 together wim i
continustion of Falconry must be the aim of all
nembers,

2. Falconry is the fiying of trained birds of proy
nd ouls 2t suitsble quarry found In & natural
state. Mo aclion must bring this ino
disrepuio

3. Evary haw must be properly manned and
aquippe.

21y endeavour must be made to racover
& lost bir

5 Allirchs flown free must have mews jessos
remaved, All birds must wear a working
ransmiier and It s srongly advised that it s
weaing a1 least one bell In the case of
un-antered ar agoressive _hawks, eaglos.
hybrids. exciics eie, spacial care must be
taken when flown freg

&, Relevant quarry licences must ba obtained
whera applicabie.

7. Permission musl be chiained before
erlering upon groung and L must
ascertainad wheter anotner fakaner alieacy
has pormissian in which ease hishor
permission must also be sought. Dise respect
mu given to kandowners snd their

L

froparty.

& Tne club considers that fox, oot e mrk
are unsutable querry for huting

R s b P n
Sonland it is Wlegal to il eer by any other
means tan shooting)

Regions

1. 7o provide social ard scucafional meetings:
for mermbers g locall, alhough any sl
member will be welcoma o st

2. Ta amange local field meetings which e
main el field meeting nas wik govern. To
bie made open i all ehub membiers:

3 To amange lund raising la assist with
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paying for speakers and figkd meels.

4. T promote faloonry and the WHC

Rufes

1. Members wil form no rew mgion unless
tha commities at & committee mesting has
aqreed i

2. All regions musL open a bank ar ouiding
sacisty agoount in the name of the WHC. It is
recommended that fhe accoun! have 2
sigratorice.

3. Any non-membars aliending will be made
welcome far & meatings aflor s time thay
will ba grian the capamnity 10 compiele an
applicaton form ta join the clut it ey
dechne thuy vill no longer be allowed to

end (e meeings, aven 3  guast of
anomer mem!

4, A register of sttendees will be keptat al
mectings, priesarily o enforce rule 3.

5. The regianal secretary wil ferward 2 uritien
repCrt BaCh YEar 1 the EdDT of e AUStinger,
10 1€acn him o fater than the end of Febiuary
for Inglusion In the Austringer far that yeer.

6 A report must be sent Gy the regional
Treasurer 16 the club Treasarer showing the
state of the regions finances, o reach hes no
et 141 tho Ent of Seplember for inclusion
rers’ report al the AGH.

7. Esch regian wil hald &n election at ts nest
mecling lolloning the AGM. 1t will slect from
its full membors a Chairman, Secretary and
Treasurer to 1un the meatings. One o these
may also be elected a5 a member Lo allerd
Ihe main meetings. This representative wil
hava Iull veling rights

Jan Erance
Hmmmrw Seerelary
February 2
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