President’s Preamble

Hello All,
This will be a shart letter due (o the
fact that it has been a guiet year for a
change.

The club had our stand as usual
atthe Falconry Fair, but the attend-
ance was down from nermal numbers
and itis with no surprise that we have
feamed that the venue has changed
for 2011. We are hoping this will tumn
out to be much better for future fairs
as thay say “time will tail*

Tha CLA fast year a1 Ragley Hall
was much better for the club, less.
distarce 10 travel and more members
anle to attend. We had plenty of heip
on the stand and & lol of Interest from
the public. This yaar it 5 at Blenheim
Palace, Friday 22nd July -Suncay
24th July so again wa are hoping to
see plenty of members in attendance
and hopetully some to help on the
stand,

It you are going to attend | would

advise leaving plenty of ime for travel
as HlE last time (t was held here it

Thi armuel A s ik el
the Bryn Howel Holel, This is proving
16 be tne bustvenus e have had for
a long time, food and raoms ara ex
ocellent and the hunting is within easy
reach. For those of you who have
nat attended this field meet beforo it
should be a must for this year!

The guarry eaunt was good and
the landowners and keepers have
helped us over the years. Of course
a lot of this is cue to the hard work
done by the fiele officer Neil McCann
10 whom | give & greal Thank you

Coming up much later Sun.11th
Dacarnber - Sun 18th December is
the Third Intemational Festival of Fal-
conry, this year hosted by the Emir-
ates Faloners' Club in Abu Dhabi,
As yel we are not sure of the clubs
attendance but some members are

already making ravel arrangements.
Hopelully. we will have mare news in
the "News Letter” Iater in the year.

On tis note | wil close now and
wish you all & good breeding season
anct look foaward 10 seeing s6me of
you al the fairs in the future.

Dave Dimond

arrman’s Chatter

Hello members,
Wiell here we are another year on,
This wil be my third Ghairman's

t for the Austringsr and when

| wrota the first ona | knew very faw

of the mambars outside of my own
Sauth Wales regian. Now after a cou
ple of Falconers Fairs. CLA'S ather
game fairs and of course the Festi-
val of Falconry | have mel 50 many
mara of you from around the country.
Admittedly there are many more | am
sill to meet and many more stories

10 hear

| foel itis going to be an-
other tough year in 2011,
we may have a different
government in power out
the culs to both services
and jabs will prove (o be
difficult

It is times like this when
our hobbies and pastimes
koep us going. Falconry
is one of those country
sports which can be enjoyed boih
solitery and in multiple company.
How many times have yau baen
out hawking alone and seen one of
thase amazing flights frarm your bird
whether it culminated in a kil or not
You couldn't walt to tell anyone who
would [isten & the next montaly meet-
ing. Or you would be out with a cou
ple of ottier falconars and a couple
af Harris hawks would be on the tail
af a flushed rabbit. each birds owner
willing his/her bird to ba the vicior, It

i days like this which keep our spor
going and makes us al want 1o ger
up in the morning.

Tne big change for this year wil
be the moving of the Falcaners fair
to Ragiey Hall the scane of [ast years
GLA game fair, It wil ke interesting
to see which part of the site they will
use but more importantly lets hope it
brings in rew ideas both for the arena
and for the rade perd of tno show. |
uid a5 bring more people from
tha southern part of the counlry who,
in the past have thought thet Chet.
wynd Park was (oo far.

Ve are back to Blenheim Falace
for the CLA this year, one of my per-
sonal favourite venues

By the time you raad this another
season will be over and some of you
will be inte your breeding season, 5o
anjoy what you do and | will see you
at one of the many shows

Best Wishes, Mick Cordall
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From the editors

Mike & Julie Clowes

ulie ang 1 took over as jont those who took the fime to put pen AWKy,
aditors of e Austringer al 1he 1o paper to write the arlicles and ask 3
2010 AGM after Andy Hulme: hoss who were a little nervous about P
decided that 4 years was doing 60 [0 make an extra effort next &
anough. The Clubs thanks go outto  yer. a
Andy for all his hard work, - yau can Finally, we exlend our sincare 23 2
relax now Andly. thanks to Pele Eldrelt for his expertisa %

‘As you work your way through the
Journal you will natice that we have
re-vamped it a litle. We have short
ened the
out the details of individual groups
and the lists of quarry. The Rouse
has gone but datails of regional con-
tacts have remained.

There is a new heading callad,
“The Ramt’, where members can
blow of steam about any falconry
related subject that they fes! strongly
about

Wa have & mixture of articles from
members and variaus countries
around the glabe which we hope you
will enjoy. Wa weuld like to thank

i preparing the lay-aut of this joumal.

Regional contacts and
Field Meet News for 2011

South Wales North Wales
Meetings 2nd Monday of each month Meetings 1st Tuesday of each month
at the Olway Inn, at the Olway Inn, Usk.At the Railway Inn,
Usk Chester Road, Helsby
Contact: Dr David Ridpath 01584 860818 Contact: Neil McCann 0151 928 3402

South West Essex
Meetings 3rd Monday of each month Meetings 2nd Tuesday of each month
The Dartmoor Lodge, Pear Tree Cross The Whalebone Inn, Fingringhoe,
Ashburton, Devon nr. Colchester
Caontact: Kevin Mosedale 01404 823338 Conlact: Pete Dawson 07973 814883

The Welsh Hawking Club Annual Field Meet will be held at the
Bryn Howell Hotel, Llangollen.
Registration veill be on Tuesday, 76th October and the Meet continuss 19th-27st inc
The Annua! General Meeting will be held on Thursday, 20t October at 9.00pm
Information an costs etc will be nolified ater in the year by Mewsiefter and on the website.

ive.
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Another Great Start
to the Morning

el | have to admit
1o having been hard
atit for 6 weeks
and it has been
oreat season so
far but now the ducks are all but
gone the going is tougher ...but not
impossiale.
It was another ona of those “greal 1o
be alive” momings while out hawking
in thoss few hours of daylight and
before work day.
To b honest the low numbers of
huns we are finding (or noth as the
case may be, tends to maks thess
days all the mare spesial [ately. Goes
10 shaw how easily we san lake for
grantad the gaod years when game
is a plenty, Hapafully they will return
s0an

The crazy harvest and the fact
soma canola fields are siill laying as.
swath has not helped in allowing us
into the fieics and finding out just
hew qaod or poor the local hur
population is. | am sure when snow
arrives we will know more but that is
unikely anylime soon as the weather
is crazy +15¢ right now,

So this mormings long drive
searching for a flight for sach af my
two tiercels was almast coming 1o an
end as | had to be at wark by 11am.

I s almost resigned o the fact that
| may not get slip and it would nat
b the first time now the ducks have
mastly gono south, | had run dogs
by familiar arcas that previously held
good hun numbers but no luck, you
know thet sinking fesling. | had sort
of tried 8il but a few of my honey
spots and was fesling a bit sorry

for myself and i dressed up with
nowhare 10 go. Both birds in the back
were in peak candition and not only
needed to be flown but i wanted to
see them fly, They are both wrming
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Wallace's $6th head

out to be some of the best game
hawks | have fiown, | don't base
that opinion on shear head count
but their passion to fiy and hunt and
the tramencdous potential they are
showing me.

My parsistence was rewarded by
accidentally bumping a big cavey
af huns off the road and o hundred
yards outinto Canola stubble. What
was sweet about this was that | was.
in the middle of nowhere and no
cover for & long way except a small
raw o coules & few hundred yards
further out from whers thay mostly
landed

First to fly was Wallace my gyr
barhary tercel. He did not get flown
yesterday ss he was cropped the
day before for his successtul flight
on & hun. This little 600 gram bird
has shown tramandous potential in
this his first season and has already
taken woll over 30 head, mostly
duicks ane several of which wers
big mallards. The sky is clear blue,
the stubble golden with the maming
sunrise and the temperatures were
still a cool ac and all this set within a
Lackdrop of tha snow capped Recky
Mountzins in the distanes bafore me.
Whe could ask for more dramatic
&nd picturesque stage to be flying
against. | count my blessings and
s nowr filled with anticipation and
il as | knaw what was to

como and the set up was as good
as it gets. Su confidant was | that |
picked up the finy Marshall 433 mhz
Field Marshal receiver that | am
testing as this s baby fitted into
my vest pocket and was & graat asset

stealth ovar my shoulder 2
bang abeut. If the flight anded in the
coulee | knew 'd be needing it and
while a walk back to the truck is net
unreasonable, these little falcons are
best not left out alone for any time
with bigger predators looking to
survive.

He is way up by the time et tha
dogs out and startad walking 1 re-
Iocate the covey. | have a huncred
yards to reach the area and | let
the dogs run out ahead to get a
point. The covey held together with
wxceplion ta the last three or s birds
that landed in a string. | estimata
Wallace 1o b close 1o a grand when
asingle first bumps and ha starts his
stoop. He is wide and it has a good
lead being so near 1 the edge of the
soules sompared to the majority of
the covey so he pulls up by the time
it reaches the coulse. The thing | ke
about this bird s that in his pitch up
he pawers up still pumping his wings
hard, giving him supert momentum
and towering pitch ups, These in
turn tencls o give him an edge much

by Mark Williams

like i did loday when the rast of the
covey bust moments later and he
was able 1o roll over and stoop back
down, Because he is over the couloe
the covey head aut towards me andt
arc around me in a nice hig compact
curling covey quite high Up in the air
[ lesok up and here comes Wallace
wihio selacts & hun right in front of
e for a super high spead power
Lind. The combination of audible
sound effects of ai rushing through
his wings alang with the huge puff of
feathers upon impact as he binds and
holds o falling to ground, makes for
an axhilarating natural high as my
andorphins shoat into rmy veins at
the sight and sound of such a natural
drama. | can't begin to erticulote the.
axperionce but an awesome flight
and one of many | have seen lately
with these twe fine young birds, but
it was made all the mare soectacular
tome by me being so close 10 the
outcome for a change. Al that was
rrissing was my camera fo capture
andl share the moment as it unfolded
but | was more congerned in the
flush and flight,

Nota mile down the road | also
get to fly “Coal” my 575 gram tiercel
anatum in & last minute tour around
a familiar field with a good long draw
through it. Low and beheld | bump
two covey's of huns ner 20 yards
apart totalling over 20 birds and
they fly into the stubbla 3 hundrad
yards or 50 out bt well apart from
<ach other. | rin to myself with that
knawing feeling and am consciously
aware that this flight is going to make
ma late for work a5 | have & far drive
horma bafare me vet. | an't turn
this ane dows as | have drivan lao
hard and lang La do this. | put Coal
up, then reacy the dogs and as sure
a5 heck as is often th case with
this Iiale guy | lose sight of him, |
cross the dravs and walk out inta the
stubble on the opposite side. | now
wish | had brought the telametry
recaiver as | am quite aways from the
truck but cannot see this bird as hard
as 1 scan the clear blue sky. | am
almost upon where | think the covey
had landed &nd after checking the
dogs pasitions, 1100k up to the sky. A
welcoma sight as he is directly above
e butwaazay up. | did nat even
have chance to drop my head to
locste the dogs and huns when the
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huns suddenty burst all around me.
It the: cammoton of three pointsrs
coming ungluied and huns busting
all around me | look up to sosk in the
stoop. He isa pin prick and falling
and as he twists in s teardrop

I lose sight of him mormentarily

and then he comes back into view
as his profiie changes in the sky,
WMeanwhila the huns are heading to
cover where the second covey went
in. He twists and turns to align with

g

Wallace seguence on gadswall

s targat and ho hits it down but
just over a slight brow of an incline
in the prairic stubble fieid. A sharp
piteh Up and second pass tells me e
does nat have it. Moments fater the
dogs arrive and the second covey
nearby explodes in all directions.
Nagdloss to say the fiight went

to hell in a hand hasket from that
point on and huns were flying in all
directions. | can't blane the dogs as |
encourage thom to follow the flights

1o be near the bird on quarry for fear
of opportunistic predators. A good
ght none the less but this time the
hun gets away. | am encouraged by
tha sightings as it seems the entire
hun population s in this field.

It dags not matter how lang | have
bean at this game but |just can't gat
enough of this, It sure puts you in the
right frame of mind for work | am off
tomorrow and aut yet again and wil
expand my search area for huns.

B Ihe Ausrings

British

Falcon

hile Brifish falconers
today enjoy some
of the finest faiconry
ever seen, Il is
very easy for us
to think ourselves betier falconers
than those who have been balora
us. Throughout history there have
always been great falconers,
along with those, wha while keen
havent quite mads it to the highest
standards. Having an interest in the
falconers who went before us, and
read much about therm, | balieve that
while some of the greals f the past
would be impressed with some of
the flights today they wouldn't fin!
them anymeore spectacular than their

A yorung Stehpen Franh wnid Rogor Upton

own best flights. They would equally
find same of today’s fying not very
qood, as all ages of falcorry have
their good and bad falcaners. This
shouldn't worry us as It is the natural
scheme of things and nene of us can
expect all fights 1o be good

What is interesting in studying
the ald diaries and books, is that
falconers have always behaved mush
as wa do today. Thers have always
been some acmired by others,
50me quite rude about their fellaw
falconers practices and the usual
poltical prablems facad by clubs.
This is why many of us find reading
about the past so intaresting and has
driven some of us to try to protect our

Archives of

falconry archives for falconers of the
future

In 1980 Debrett's published A
Bird in the Hand", the first of thres
bocks on the history of falconry
wirtten by my father, Roger Upton,
Rather surprizingly for bath publisner
and author, he beok was nat only
popular amangst falconers but
sold vry well to the general public,
seling about 5,000 copies. This
book, particularly, made the falconry
community around the world sit up
and realise how inleresting the history
of the sport was and how nacessary it
was 1o preserve Il Kent Camie once
toldt me that the book helped start an
interest inthe USA which ended up
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Captain Knight steoping a Merlin to the lure

with the instigation of The American
Archives at Boise. The American
Archives of Falconry, more lately the
Archives of Falconry, have dona a
most wonderful job of saving faleoniry
archives and making us realise

the imperiance of saving falconry
material, They now have a purpose
built archives building and museum
and all this has been achisved by Ihe
hard work of Kenl and his helpers
and a generous lax syslem far
danations in the USA.

The anly draw back for British
falooners s it is so far away, and
although itis wonderiul that the
archives are saving items, many
of them are from Britain and itis a
shame they can't stay here. Because
of this a few years ago a group
of us got togethar to look at what
could be done 1o save material over
here. We didnit want to set up in
©opposition to the American Archive
but to work together, Out of this
came the Falconry Hertage Trust
who's aims wera 1o sat up an online
archive to give access to material
to any falconer or interested pary
around the world, to help thoss

FREEPHONE 0800 1971 777

www.honeybrookfoods.co.uk

studying faloonry archives with small
donations and 1o at sometima start
a physical archive with protected
storage. Sheikh Mchamad bin Zayid
al Nahayan of Abu Dhabi kindly gave
a donation 1o get things moving and
the online archive has now been up
and running for several years and is
shorlly o get a facelift with & more up
1o date lack, (ww falconryheritage.
cotn) The Falconty Herilage Trust
was also involved with tha recent
UNESCO bid., in which our history
was a major part of the submission
The bid was a major success
with falcanry now being listed as
a Infangible Cultural Heritage of
Humarity

Parlly because of the wark
inolved in gatting the website up
and running and the UNESCO bid.
the starting of the physical archive
has been rather delayed. With the
help of the BFC and others, a group
of us have recently laken the step
of renting s10rage Space, and with
some donations of archive material,
started The Britsh Falconry Archive
under the wing of the Falconry
Heritage Trust, It is hoped thal if this,

Honeyhrook Animal Foods for all your raptor’s needs

by Mark Upton

is & success the Trusl can encaurage
other countries 10 start their own
archives and we oan all work together
and shars infermation through the
Trust

Our aims are to save as much
falconry related matenal as we can,
preserving it as safely as possible
and digitally copying il for fulure use
and keeping a database of all the
archives. It is hapad that much of th
‘malerial can stay in the awnership of
individual falconers and clubs, but
we could offer safe storage where
necessary, and hopelully digitally
copy and record as many items as
possible, racording where lhey are
kepl elc so that we can ensure their
salety in the future.

Itis hoped that we will get support
#ram the falconry community in
donations of materials and finances
to achieve these aims, &5 we are
doing this very much for falconers
and interested parties of the present
and futre. Remember falconry as
practiced today, wil be tomorrows
history.
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Stela Sen Fugle

of the second year in a row
‘we are experiencing very
10 extremely cold weather.
Wa also have snow, It is at
times like these that | thank
the Lord that | have well built and
totally raoved enciosures because |
don't have to rush round knocking
snow off ine oot and upsatiing
the birds, and praying that the 1op
will not collapse from the weight
of snow. When it thaws | know my
birds don't have just aove freezing
water dripping on them, | know that
My birds are dry and therafore able
10 flutf up their feathers and keep
warmer, However in these extreme
temperatures thal is ofien not
enough.

Tethared birdls are by far the most
vulnerable o exiremes of weather,
boih hot and cold. Haat is less likely
10 affect them after dark, however that
is prabably when cold is going to do
the most damage. And damage it will
do. | suspect thal there will be, and
prabably already are, a fol of cases of

wing tip oedema around, Sadly these
days many pesple have no idea what
it even i, and yel we do and should
know and we do and should be ble
10 prevent it happering. | recantly
heard a story fram a frind of mine
who was asked for some advice an &
Harris Hawik that was not doing wall
fiying. On looking at it he pointed
oLt that it was missing the ips of its
wings, not only tha feathers but the
bone as well. The owner wenl back
tothe seller of the bird who told him
the bird was moulting and that was
why the featners were missing. The
owner baliave the seller, not the
person ta whom he had gone for
advico, which was remarkably stupid.
The incredible lack of knowledge and
understanding would be laughable
where it not so crassly stupid, so
tough on the individual birds who
suffer from these idiots, and so very
tad for the name of faiconry.

If you leave aimost any species of
bird out tethared in this weather you
will have probloms and | will stand by

Ihat slatement, whatever the species
as aven Steller's Sea-sagles who
happily sit on the ground in deep
snow during the day, gererally rost
in trees off the ground at night. It is
S0 darn cold outsice this morning as
| write this, that the hairs in my nose
froze when | took the dogs round the
field and the oulsicle fur on the dogs
where they had been playing and left
damp paiches on thelr coals were
also frozen. Tetherad birds can't get
away from the cold and unless it is
an air frost, e a haw frost, the wors:
of e old will always be close to

the ground, |.e. where the birds are
tathared.

I think another aspect that people
forget is that the very cold weathar we
have had here is very ciferant from
the cold in the Artic for example. The
same friend of mine said that when
out hawking up norh in the US, it was
bitarty cold, but dry, he could work
with the birds (Praines and Gyrs) and
aven put swivels on without gloves, it
was & much more bearable cold. In
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bircs thal are not evolved o winter in
conditions such as we are having this
wintar Unless your auianes are very
shettered You need to think ahead,
and plan for bad weather, particularly
a3 it seems at the moment that we
are getting more of it

Winterise your aviary, 5o itis
secure from exireme cold, snow,

Peregrine Eatzan

the same temperatures in Soolland,
he could not even put the leash on
without gloves! So remamber ours is
& much wetter cold than that which
birds are used to further north

My thoughts when people bithely
state that ineir birgs are fine in the
cold, that thay survve perfecty well,
are that | would love 10 leave tose:
Wwho say this outside, for the whole
of one biterly cald rignt, Thay would
e doubt survive, but | suspect they
would not have a particularly pleasant
night andi woukd definitely not want
10,601t agalr. If you put & bird or
animal in a cage or tather i, and lhus
restrict its ability to choose where it
sits, flies or how it lives its I, then
you and only you are responsibls for
making sure that it is as comfortable
as possible, and not merely surviving
Bear that In mind at night when
the tomperature cutside sudden'y
plummets and you are in the warmn
and comiort of your home.

Sa what ta do; no bird shauld
ba left tetherect outside in the sort
of weather that we have had during
December this year (2010), You can

free loft a birdl, which (s the best way
to keep many of tham anyway, but
not possible for us at the Centre
‘because we have too many 1o do that
and stil fiy them,

Frea lafting means loose in an
aviary. bul gven that in this weather
may not ba enough if your aviary is
exposed and tha bird or birds are
not able to get out of cold wind and
fraezing temperatures, of the birds
are species that do not normally
have to deal with this sort of cold. We
actually put transiucent plastic over
the fronts of most of our eviares in
early Decomber 1his year, it made &
huge difference to the birds eulling
out the wind completely and even
making 1t & little warmer inside,
however that really only works 1t you
have roovad aviaies, it is not a great
deal of good il the top s wire. But
&gain just to give you an idea of what
the cold can a0, | have two horses
that are in every night and in the.
warst of the poid their droppings were
frazen In the stables in the morning,
0 thal is inside a wocden building
with straw on the floor, anly on smal

by Jemima Parry-Jones

top door open to the alements, and
half & ton of warm horsa in there as
well, that's cold!

1wauld stongly advise even
with free lofled bircs, particulary
thesa you might stil be flying and
are therefare ciown to lying weight,
that you put a source of heatin
the aviary that the bird can banefit
from, We are just now working on
hested perch shelves using under
floor heating wire, we should have
t sussed out pretty soon. The mat
type that looks fike a giant plece of
encapsulation does not wark, itis
net poiwertul encugh Lo heal  sheif
perch, If the outside lemperature is
below freezing. However [he wire
seems to dio so. | will share the
design and method once we have it
dane, For the time being you can use
overhead heat lamps, but you have
10 be careful as they can cause firos
and they are bloody expensive 1o run
The other option with a flying bird is
to bring itin at night, which will work,
but ba careful not t put it out unti
the tamperatiee has wamed up a
Itk in the day, and in fact there were
several days recently whare wo did
not dare put the birds out at all. My
Paragrire was sitiing on an indoor
perch in the stock roam for four days!

We have an indoor Hawk Walk for
the trained tethered birds in the winter
monins. but this year it was below
freezing in there.

We grounded all the birds that
would be most in danger. | & all the
juvenile falcons, the Barbary, the
Adican Peregrine, Lanners, Brahminy
Kites and any other bird we could do
without and put them all in aviaries so
they were less vuinerable, and they
went into the most sheftered anes
we have. So | guess my answer here
would be i you are free lofting a bird
1hat i In flying condition vith the
woathar we have had before and over
Christmas 2010 then you need eilher
la give it heat in the aviary or bring it
inside.

Again Just fo biing home the point,
wa run Owl Evenings in the winter, so
every Friday and Salurday evening
including in the very oold wealher we
have visitors round and par: of the
experience is to fly some of the owls.
The smaller ones such as the Bam
Qv we fly indoors, but even weighing

/
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porch for birds such as Lanners,
Harris Hawks, Luggers and not to
farget the awls, Spectacled Owls
and other tropical spacies, not least
the tiny ones, who are even more
winerale.

You may ot even see that yau
had & problem unil the fallowing
summer, when your bird starts to
mault and &l of a sudden you find
several primary feathers along with &
part of tha wing on the floor of your
aviary. and by that time it s fo0 late.

Be aware of cold woather, plan
for it, make sure that you can keop
your bird or birds warm and sate
and comfortable in below freezing
temperatures, day anct nignt,

features inelude - ES
Small in size

+ By touse Spall | :
LARGE ON PERFORMANGE

Large siznal strength meter
Very directional

Push butten atrenuator for
close in tracking

Twelve mile range in ideal
conditions

Low battery indicator

Two channels

Fine tune

Auto shut off : s f f th
Headphone sockel
Three year warranty

Ol in the rmozy

the birds twice a day which we do
on principle with any species Lnder
400 grams in cold weather, our Bam
Owl during that very cold speil, and
who fliss at about 290 grams, lost
30 grams in twele hours, that is like

waighing 10 ston and [0sing & stone
evar night, a nice thought for some,
Ut you would be very il if you i
50 what about birds that &ré in fal
condition and in aviaries, well again
you can and will have probloms with

mibintion

See our web site or online
store for more details

&
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INTRODUCING - THE STERLING RM-12 & RM-20

& Qg;' RangeMax DIGITAL TRANSMITTERS
ng’ A total electronie re-design of our TX-12 & 20 models with higher power and improved refiahility being the
Q\ main consideration. The results are impressive, smaller. lighter, amazing power and almost three times the

battery life. Includes all the great featuies expected as standard by today’s modern falconers - magnetic tap on
tap ofT swilching, battery saver and fuel gauge. All housed in a smart black aircraft aluninium case with high
viz antenna, Designed primarily for falcons but can be used on any bird where high porwer is desired.

The In QN episten
THE PROACTIVE APPROACH TO LOST & FOUND BIRDS
® Lost, found & stolen register ® Bird registration

e Split telephone rings © Breeders rings e Captive breeders certificates o
o THE Falconry Directory & The online Falconry Directory @

.

Programmable output frequency to match almost
any receiver

Programmable range - 173 Mhz to 434 Mhz
Smaller, lighter, amazing power and over 20 days
battery duration. (RM-20)

RangeMax
RM-20

® Daily updated Birdmart on the web o % Welghs oy ey Bl s it oo
I ’ ® Magnetic tap on tap off switching,
® Vitamin support supplements e Aloe Vera products ® * Batery saver and battery low voltage monitor
@ All your basic falconry equipment e o Fuel gauge (Alerts when batteries need changing)
ey ® Short replaceable antenna,
01748 830112 d_m‘ “lb » Optional leg mount slorted cap.
www ibr.org uk juliana@ibrorguk | % el K oy
b v
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Jewel 1n the
Highlands

My o Els

0 thase of us in the
southen countles of
England, hawking in
Scatiand seems to have an
slmost mythieal reputation

of plentitul and varied game to st

évery kind of raptor, | have to admit

to being & little envious of reports

of enamous bags of rabbits being

taken. Rabbit numbers in Shropshire

have taken a hard knock in recent

years, sa the allure of Scotland is

perhaps understandable but can

we still rely on outstanding rapbit

hawking to justy the journey up

thera?

Faorthe past two years, in

Noverrber, | have laken & few weeks
haliday in the Caimgorms National
Par. Elsa, my famale Harms’ Hawk
has come along and this year | took
my two ferrets along as well. | have
been luky enough to be able to fly
Elsa on a local estale of some 40,000
acres. The downside is that | haven't
sean a rabbi there in years. There
saam 1o be plenty of red grouse
about, the odd biackceck, mountain
hare and ptarmigan on the high
tops, even red leg partricge by the
rver, Last yesr thers was a gimmer
of hope of sugcess on a close slip

at a goosandar but Lnsurprisingly

it got away. Three successive slips

al grouse succsedsd in teaching
the hawk anly one thing- that she
<coulcin't catoh them, but it was fur
w2t
My ulimate goal is to fly a
peregrine on this ground- something
towark on for future years perhaps.
For mast of the time | was quite
content walking for hours at a time
with the hawk following on. One
of tha reasons | enjoy flying Elsa
is that she dossn't need 10 be
constantly served with game. It'sa
good job too because she was of
course complataly oulclassed. The
magnficent setiing in the Caledanian
Pine Forast, flanked by Impressive
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s o the bridge

mountains more than makes up for
the lack of realistic quarry.

This year was supposed 10 be
difierent. The intention was 10 make
a concered efiort 10 secura new
permissions, traveling further if
necessary. Through local contacs
| ried several farms and estates
and was surprised haw mush of the
ground was keepered lor pheasant
shools, sa flying a Harris was simply
not geing to happen. Other owners
claimed that all the rabbits had
disappeared or had been “taken car
af*

The lucky break came towards the
end of my halicay, when | introduced
myseif 10 lan, a faloner who | had
heard lived an the fiingas of the
Natienal Park, It was mora a long
shet really in an attempt 1o get some
more contacts, As it turned out, lan
alsa had access lo several hundred
acres of tough hillground and a few
thousand acres of grause meor. lan
kindliy offerad ta let me fly Elsa at
raiobits as he had a few that could be

taken with ferrets, He said thara were
far fewer than in previous years but |
was ot 10 be disappointed. It tumed
oul to be outstanding rabbit ground
for the Harris and probably would
b for virualy any other falconry
spocies. If the mythical perfect
hawking ground in Scotland exists
then this, in my opinien, would ba it

Apart from an abundance of
rabhits above and below ground,
there were wild pheasar, woodcock,
snipe and partridge on the lower
nil. 1 didn't sea any brown hare
bt apparentiy they wers thars too.
The rough terrain and vegetation
were ideal and a scattering of traes
provided perfect launch pads far
some Ihriling fights. Further up the
Hill, the grouse moer fises 1o the high
1ops which were coverad In snow in
aarly Novembar. lan currently flies a
peregrine falcon in her eighth seasen
anc a first year fiercel

1 started early on my first day as
lan had said he wanted 1o lake his
paregrines onlo the maar in the

by Frank Whitley

aftemoon. Within minutes
my car, Elsa had a rabbit in the bag,
icked up from the rushes. Although
that was har anly kil of the morning,
there were several other fights at
rabbit and phessant, both from the
glave and from trees. The femets.
produced @ lew bolts, bul Elsa could
not quite connecl, When sscure

in her box, lan asked me If | would
ke 1o join him on the meor with the
faloons. This was not an offer o
turn down and with the heip of the
argocat, we were up on the moor
wiithin rminutes.

With the GSP on point the falcan
was relaased and circled (o fnd &
good pilch directly over the dog
Just as she slipped back with the
wind, a pair af grause 100k their
chance and hammered off in the
opposta direction. The falcon
realised that pursuit was futla and
held her position. The next point
flushed a grouse that made a poor
decision fo attempt a downwind
escape. A quick tum and devastating
stonp had the yeung grouse an
the fioor. The whole thing loaked
remarkably simple but | knew was tha
culmination of many hours of hard
WOrK,

Wes called it & day there, bt | was
back the next moming te make more
usa of the ferrels. Elsa look another
rabbbit flushed fram tha rushes and
two rabbits boted by the ferrets. lan
suggested trying a bury only yards.
from the back of fis house in a grass
field. The ferret disappesred down
1he hole while lan looked on. Many
of us will be fzmiliar with that pause
that gives a sensa that semething
is about to happan. Five rabbits
exploded frem the bury at the same
time. Elsa tack a momert to pick her
target but connected betore the oter
four disappeared back whers they
had come from,

lancould ses how pleasec |
Was With my twa marmings on his
land. and remarked that he laoked
forward to reading my article in the
“Ausiringer’. This got me thinking...

To finigh | take this oppanunity o
thark lan again for aliowing me ta iy
on this ground. | have retumed to
Shropshire with memories of superb
hawking and il wes well worth the
joumey up there.
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WHUC Field Meeting
2010 Report

nce again | am wriling
a short repart for the
Mewsleller, and s
hard ta believa it's been
twelve manths sinca
the last hree day meet. As you can
ses by the game the groups caught
there was plenty to fy at and the
weather was more than kind,
On a sad note, Mike Couple lost his
faicon of the first day at Liandegla,
and (o this day the faleon has yet o
be seen, On the olher hand, Ray
Simith lost his male goshawk chasing
a pheasant at Llandegla - 1t lostits
telemetry and bell in fiight whilst
gaing through afence! After thres

hours searching, all four falconars
Ihought "this IS the last chance of
gelting it back today — it must have
Killad" then whilst the rest of the
group went back to their cars, Andy
Povey went to the rearing fisid where
he put the goshawk up. It wert to
ihe nearest tree with a huge crop,
&nd got caught by one jess. John
and | must have walked past him
numerous times! How pleased were
Wick Kana anc Ray Smith? Huge
rallef all round . . |

Kris Ulens travelled from Belgium with
his Radtall and took five pheasants
at the meet. Before going hame,

he stayed with Bryan Paterson for

by Nell McCann

couple of days and caught a brown
hare. Not a bad woek away!

Tha hotol wo stayed in was

great. The food was excellent, the
weathering ground is  hundred
fimes better than the other hotels
and as for the car park. It is huge!
Members | spoke to during the ihree
days there thought it would be good
10 stay there again for tha 2011 three
day meet, and so | have rebooked
the hotal for next season

Tharks to all the members that
attended the meet,

The
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shown to promote rapid chick

ncubation, the fregquency can
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equipment, and the higher hatch rates and stronger
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nicroprocessor
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Mike and
Rena get
married

ongratulations ara in order to your Webmaster
‘ and s new wite, Miie and Rena Roberts,

‘Thay wiera manied on Satrday, 6 November at
Brown Knowle Methodist Church, Nr, Chester, As can
be seen from the photograph, Mike was pregarsd to
go hunting following the recepion

GREAT
WESTERN
EXOTIC VETS

Do not compromise on the
treatment
of quality birds

A Specialist Bird Veterinary
“The Only Specialist staffed, exotic specific

faeility in the UK.

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU &
YOUR BIRDS 24/7

Neil A Forbes
DipECZM(avian) FRCVS
RCVS and European College
Recognised Specialist in
Avian Medicine and Surgery

And colleagues.

ull specialized diagnostie,
surgical and hospitalization facilities

On site laboratory with results in 30 ninutes

Tel. 01793 603800

exotics@gwreferrals.couk

) GREAT s
WESTERN
EXOTIC VETS
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My Rant!

5 ltme, o i3 faleonry getting too
chean? Equipment and certain
species of rapror are affordable by
most people thase days, 5o is our
sport attracting the wrong person

1o o and train a bird of arey? By that,

I mean that many people donit have

any exparience of finding out how 1

eep a bird of prey and what ecuipment

and housing s neadel, They dorft

290012 course that s being taken by

fakconers wha are experienced, Lantra or

otherwise, ta see I the responsibity of
owning such a living being is for them,

1 get ta hear stories about peapie: who
Just firel out where to obtain 3 bird fram 2
broeder after just sesing a BV or video
and read s book and they thin' that is al
it takes. Unfortunately, there are some
bresders out there who are just wanting
1o make a ‘quick buck’ and don's ask the
carrect questions of the prospecive
purchaser, Why they want 2 bird, how
will it be housed. what equipment have
they got, which vet they intend to use if
anyching goes wrong. et etc.

Many years ago whon Harrs' Hawks
were intreduced infe this esuntry for
the purpases for falcorry, 4 single hawk
could cost £1500-£1000. Newadays,
you ean pick one up for £100, It wor't
be long before the markse is suturated
with Hareis” Hawks eosting under the
£200 mark. Goodness knows what will
be happening in 10 years or 5. Also,
it probably won'c be toc long before
Goshawks go in a similar way. The
welfare of any bird or animal should be:
paramount, but not everyone feels the
sarme, | have heard of birds being kept
In rabbic hutches and even in the spare.
bedroom of their hames, This, | find
utterly repulsive

1o believa: that the cost s going the
wirong way and breeders should be asking
mare — €600 £700 ar mor shauld be
the: narm for Harris' and Recail
Some may think that even that price:
i5 100 low. It s not only these species
sither. Falcons are suffering the same

fate. You can log once any falcanry rolated
wreb-site on the computer or read in
certain bird reloted publications to seu
how many birds there are for sale at
aridiculously low price, These atract
people who have absolucely no dea of
what they are buying ar ven how to
house thern

Exen then, we see why paople are
selling their charges. *Job forces sale”.
"House move forces sale”. | lnow that
some of these may be genuine, but really,
ars these adverts fram pecpie who just
swart a different bird just for the sake of
it Then you get the other side of che coin
with peopla wh are new ta our sport,
“What is the best bird to start fakeanry
with?” Starc with? This sounds like

keeping a raptor

by Peter Eldrett

o have excellen manulacuires of gloves
hoads and perches but some falconers
are Into the false ecanomy syndrome.
A good quality glove costing upwards
£60.00 or more, for instance, will give:
Yeu many years servica if looksd aftar
properly.

Sa, I any fiiconer out there agrees
or disagrees with me get in contact
andl don'e jusc bleat about it with your
mates down the pub. The price of good
‘equipment which will kst costs the same
asa few pints — which don't last! We
should be proud of our spart and we al
have a duty of care w keep the art af
fakconry gaing for as long as possible - not
justin this country but el over the world.
It's not just for us at this moment in time,
b Future generatians,

for very fong.
What can be betcer than manning,
training and fying a hawk and see it
progress year after year! Some so called
faiconcrs just want & hawk for a coupte of
years and then sell e an to get a differanc
specie. How many peaple sell their dogs
when it as renched an age of about three
o four years to buy anather one? You
don't hear of many

Ay youngster we know who may
be interested in aur sport should be
encouraged to be part of it with the same
passion as the rest of us oldies, With

che tremendous nevs of st year from
UNESCO It would perhaps encourage
young peapl= to foin clubs or, a5 11

some cases, bird of prey cencers who
run courses designed o educate sehool
children in of aur spart,

springar spariel and then selling it to buy
@ painter, o why sell a hawk or falcon
after a short pariod of sime? They say

a dog i or lfe, 5a why not a hawk or
faicon?

Then there are athers - who,
thankfuly are in the minority - lose
their hawk or falcan whist flying and
Just turn around and go home ta order
a replacement, not even bothering to
20 and look for the lost raptor. How
Irresponsible is that?

Then we come ante equipmet.
There is so much rubbish out there and
50 cheap ic can put  hawk's waltars or
even lfe, at risk. Bow and block perches,
noods, gleves re

©ne aspect | have nos yer mentioned
is the hard work the hawk board does
for falconers and raptor keepers in this
counery, There are these who knack the
hawk board and what it dees without
finding out the why's and wherefore's
befare moaning. If i wasrit for e hawk
board. we wouldrit be anjoying faicanry
a8 we do today in the LK Juse think
sbout certain aspects such as the quarry
wee My, the close relationship we have:
with bodies such = DEFRA, Animal
Health and The Countryside Alliznce, the
de-regulation af certain species, ete. e
e 2 ot to be tharikful for

At the end of day, we should support

our spart and enjoy

of the lowr cost. Why pecple don't want
10 pay & bit extra for gaod quality | dorit
ke, in this country vac arc very lucky

friends or an cur own ©
My Gur birds. For ust a fow hours we can
forget 3l the ials and tribuk
tappening in our ves ard
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The Death

& lLafe

of a

alley Quail

hat & beautiul day.
| iove waking up lo
the sun gisiening
on the snow. The
problam is that the
cold makes my stornach feg! that my
throsts been cut. 'm Quentin, a vallay
Quall ane my claim {0 fame is that
1am the state birc of California, net
that this has any bearing on ihe guys
nere in Oragon. | think F'in quite a

cutie with my distinctive siriped ches!
feathers and my pretty curving b
feathered crest

Tinkerhalle o the fisi

My name i Tinkerbelle snd 1 am s
perlin. 1 yon ase no familias with
perling, we are smallish faleons, a cross
berween 3 peregrine and 4 marlia. By
combining thesc two birds vou ger a
perlin.._get it? My days starf with

u good bath us Twant tn Jook my best
whes vt llying. Looking my hest

is nov all that diflicult us T am quite
beausiful already, It is not necessary for
you to1ell me I'm gorgeous becuuse T
alveady know this.

Waka up Quincy you sieepy head,
he's my brother,we ive in a covey
of about 100 and spend our daye
mastly faraging for food, seeds and
leaves and the beeasional insect or
berry. Our very favourite pastime is
taking a communal dust bath, not
much chance of that though until
the weather Improves and the smow
vanishes.

My human usually arrives in Lae
afternoon and [ am nonnally ready
oo, but nont always, mind you, He
(at fesst | think irs a he, I'm not sure,
sctually | huve never heen told how

0 tell the sexes part in humans]

will pick me up and hood me. New,
Ldon’t mind the hood so much T just
wish ir was & diffesent color, uae Uhat
would complement my calor moee,
somerhing sav. in a shade of lavender,
‘es, that would be nice. The haoding
oes well if Tam in the right maod.
Sometinies, however, 1like plavinga
Jitsle game whiere I suck buck my head
and neck just at the right momeat

and the haod misses. This makes my
human mad and he makes sounds that
L ususlly only hear when the dog doss
sometbing stupid, Tam then put o the
scale amd weighed which I dow't like
hecause sometimes I ant told | am oo
far. When [ hear that [ won't fiy well
and | may just Ay off. | mean, what kndy
wants to be told she's toa far, 1 don't!
Tdon't know what the human’s femnale
i like but Tl bet be doesn’s g0 around
selling her shes tan fut and then expest
her 10 g0 hunsing and do all the things
he wants, like eone hack when lie
whistles, come over Bere or, hey, I'm.
calling o, please come dawa! F'm no-
expert but 1 don't think he dacs thar!

Okay off we go lacking for some
tasty morsel to getricl of the hunger
pangs. | iust hope our peaceful
existence is not disturbed by the
largie uman who frequently tuns up
with a huge halry monster in fow, He
lats this beast run all over the place
and then it staps and sniffs at us.
Sometimes it loks us fight in the eya
and we stare back waiting for fim to
give in and back ofl. He never does
but pushes us with his nese until we
have to fiy for it

Where was T akay, we o to the
truick and he sets me down on the

peach, Nice eavough perch but it could
‘e a litele more padded. Thea he loads
the dog. O my god. don't get me

staried an dogs! What stupid ereaires
they are! They get screamed at, yellod
at, and still they keep coming back for
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Caution-Birds of
Prey in Operation

as, this was the sign
that grested us ona
visit ta see club mernber
James Garrett fiy faloons.
i Liverpool. Our local
treasurer Nigel Evans had arranged
to take junior member Dan Maddock
alang for a visit and | joined them fo
take 2 ook 3t & very diffsrent sort of
falconry.

Jamnes fies raptors for NEC
Bird&Pest SoiLions at varcus sites
in the Liverpool area and has built up
avast expertise flying and handiing
all sorts of birds of prey. He was
the ideal person to give Dan a greal
insight into how: It is all done. | had

Tn the soighing roomt

read about faicons being used to
clear unwanted vernin from buling
sites and tips and the late Philip
Giasier training falcons to scare off
guls ete. from the runways at RAF.
Lossiemouth in Scolland. However,
the reality is a ittle difierent and the
environment, to ses the least, oan be
very challanging,

We drove onto & vast site with old
factories, Tougn areas of ground,
new office blocks etc. an ioeal area
1o harbour vast numbers of pigeons
and qulls which make & grest deal of
mess and polluts the new buildings,
costing the owners a great deal of
money in cleaning bills. James flies

the falcons as an environmentally
friendly way of scaring off the pigeons
and gulls, making them think that

this is ot a safe part of the ity to
inhabit, He explained that the idel
falcon for this work was one thal had
fots of energy, chased everyihing
around but didn't actually kil many.

If they do kill, the prey can citen

be caught in a diffcult place for
rerieval and the faicon can feed up
and then cannot be flown again or
even worse may spend a night oul,

A good falcon for (his type of work
Gan ba flavn up 10 faur fimes & day,
s spends hours n the sky daing its
joka. James is meliculous in racording

2

ertretie on quuil

mare. They do find stull thoush, TlI
give them that. Finally, everything is in
e truck and we start looking for quail
which is what T like to hunt. Quail are
aive enough looking licle things and

if they did not taste s guod T would
not bother with them because they are
ratier annaying to hunt. They abways
seem t0 b in the wrong place and T
have noticed there is always on sort
of bass quail coordinaring all the rest,
llimg them when o fy and where to
0. This I find must spgravating. Oncs
a flack of the littke sods are foand, off
comes my hood and T am sirborne.
This s when Lam atmy best and, 1
must say, ook fabilons L the i and
T am List enough 10 eaich anything

1 waat, so look vut. Onee in the air 1
Took for quail which are usually hiding
under same bush or clump of weeds.
Tcan see them running asound like
ants, looking s if Gadzilla is coming,
or some uther monster. Sericusly. get
A

We're extra lucky today and we find
plenty of seeds 50 we go fo our
favaurita bush for privacy and gorge

cursalves to our hearts contant. |
like ta think of myselt as top quail
and that involves me having to

keep a laok out for any potential
dangers. A quick warning pip is all
Ihat's needed to ot my buddias
know hat something is afoat.
Suddenly | hear a rustling and | spy
the hairy monster moing through
the bushas. | let out the usual slam
call, everyona crouches and we wait,
hardly breathing,hoping we worl be.
discovered. Oh no! lack up and
see a familiar sight, that frightaningly
fest bird in the sky, who has bean
tesponsible for the loss of many of
my friends. Its every bird for himsslf
aswa head for batler cover.

While Prm working my tail off my
liuman is unlosding the dog which
rypically has no clus where anything is
die 10 the fuet they use their braing way
1o much. It is not until they switch
over from brain o nase that a0y hing
gound starts to happen. That's when 1
ger seriaus.... it's go timel T watch the
dog, not the human, s he s too slow

1 be of amy use now. Onee I see the

dogs tail go straiht up 1 know thai
something is going 1o heppen. Al this
point my human has acrived and takes
8 quick Inak up 1o se¢ if Fm there (like,
where else wauld | he) and thea out
flushs the quail. Now Tl admit, [ have
a1 accasion been guilty of lonking

the other way o turning the wromg
dircction, but ot wday, When T see the
Jitle sods flush, | ewist my wings and
o & perfeer half rollover, pumping my
wings fast on the way down. T quickly
wwen into & beautiful missile going tiree
times [aster than any quail could cver
hope  go! Now all that remains is o
pick the unlucky tanget snd __ _ voils,
rah the lirtle bugger. And there he iv,
fzr quail right in front of me. You'll da!
Mission sccomplished and evervons is
happy . ... dog, human, and me! That is
how my days go. T wonder how I'd look
ina red hood?

We reach cover and | shout panic
over lads settie down. Whares
Quincy? Quincy . .. Quincy! Oh na,
POOr quInGy .
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Every pistiere - .

ihe weight of his falcons and keeps
chans, scales efc, in his site office
adiacent to tha waathering area. This
s allin the middie of a vary busy

site but e falcons soon becoma
accustomed 1o everything and sit on
their blocks completely oblivious to
their surrouncings. Of course *Gird
scare” laicons have to be very fitand
flown al & very high weight o enable
them to perfarm bul have to be wel
trained and just hungry enough to
return to the lure. It's a dificul thing
to get right at the best of times but 1o
iy birds in il conditons throughout
the year takes some doing.

Dan was given expert instruction
on how 1o handie a falcon and was
then allowed t0 cast o the star
falcon, & Gyr x Barbary hybrid, Dan
struck the hood, the faicon rousad,
iooked around and then was off
fiying in front of the old Rolls Royce
suilding before perching on a new
affice biock. Then t1e fun stanad,
up and up the falcan went, then
staoped and chased pigeons all
aver the place. This continued for

‘some time untif it seemed to us that
ihe falcon had played around lang
enaugh 0 hie went up 1o a speck and
disappesred lowarcs Antree. James
wasn't worrled, “he often does that
sortof thing” he said

Telemetry was switahed on and
the signal was gelling louder, we
just glimpsed the falgon sa high
above us he was just visible with
binogulars and stil climbing. Then
pigeens enupied from avarywhere
and we walched in awe s this falcon
putina devastating stoop just about
clearing the whole ares of pigeans
before returning 15 the lure, Dan was
then allawed to feed up this fantastic
faicon on his fist and believe me the
falcan had an encrmous crop ready
for the next days flying. Jamas was
then abie 1o give Dan some more

D swich fale

achvice about cleaning off the falcans
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by Mike Coupe

feet and gloves - use baby wipes,
wery hygienic: and also contain lanclin
which helps ta keep the glove nica
and soft

We then laft James ta atlend to his
other falcon, a Peregrine x Saker a
huge beautiful looking falcon thal was.
& learner in the chasing off idea and
was more into straight in for the kill 1|

On the wey home all our families
mel up al a wintage car & dog show
baing held at an equestrian centre.
We antered our dogs in varlous
eategorios, our dog wasn'l placed but
Nigels® cocker, Ghillie, won the first
prize for the most hancsome dag, as
he constantly remingis me!

A great day, some fantastic flying,
if 1 alose my eyes | can still ses that
Gyr X Barbary up there in the skys
above Liverpaol.
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The Grouse
Hawking Junkie

o you have 3
compulsion? Mine is
“Grousa Hawking” and
F'm hooked on it
Itravel thousands of
miles a year just to fly Grouse; its
Grazy and expensive.

Where did this compulsive huning
gane came from? | think it's buried
within us all from the days when we
had to catch our own food.

Atthe sight of my first hawk at
a early age | was infected with a
magical virus called falcanry.

I e to snake it off by throwing
mysell nio a business career and the
normal things ke buying & house
tc. but the virus got wors! when |
bought a dog that wanted o hunt,

| finally gave in anc took up
falconry then ravelled the country in
pursuil of game and sport.

Wy addictian 1o Grouse hawking
started in the highlands of Scotland
when | was hurting Blue Hare with
my female Goshawk | flushed a
covey of Grouse that exploded like
a shotgun in all directions. | cauld

not believe how fast they flew, Wy
Goshawk bated and | thought if
cama across another covey 'd fiy
them.

My Goshawk was very fil and |
was canvinced that she would catch
& Grouse. A covey got up and flew
dawnhill | cast my Goshawk sha fiew
the Grouse with burers on al high
speed. Al that fime | did not realise
that'a Grouse can reach speeds of
up o 8 milas per hour. My Goshawk
flew her heart out it the far distanca
and out of sight. | saw a long wali
ahead with telemetry bleeping as my
dog and | reced downhill bauncing
over the heather. One hour (ater |
found my it snd seasoned Goshawk
sitting on a rock frustrated with ermply
talons.

| decided that my next challenge
would be to fly a Long-wing and
calih  Red Grouse,

Goshawks had sel me up well s
a hunter, and my steady German
Shorthaired Pointer was a good start
to find and hold a point on Grouse.

It tok me several seasons to

laarn hew 10 catoh a Red Grouse. It
was far ramoved from coming home
with a brace or more of Pheasants,
Partiidge, Diicks or Aahbits. This
Long-winging was aimost impossible
to start with but that was the
challenge, il wasn't just & case of
etting your Hawk (i and casting il

You have 10 befieve in your dog
before you let your hawk go, as too
many false paints will rwin a long-
wing. Also, leam ot ta fiy in a down
dratt, wait for your havk to chmb toits
maimurn height then get your hawk
inta position before you flush ihe
Grouse tiown wind to give your hawk
a chanca of catching ane

One autumn day | got it right
and than | was hookad on Grouse
Hawking and bacame a Grouse
Hawking dunie.

Wnat's 5o difierent to hawking
Partricige, Pheasant, and Duck sic
with & longrwing! | Gidn't know that
until | flew & Grouse,

Grouse are Iha ullimale game
bire! ta fly i the LK they travel at
speeds of 80 miles per hour thats why
your long-wing needs to ciimb to a
hight to s the speed of the stoop
10 overtake the Grouse and heve @
chance of catching one. A Grouse
will twist and turn like a flying Hare.
They bail eut into the heather and
walt for your hawk to try and fand en
tham and then they side step like a
top class rugby player and take off
leaving your hawk at the starting gate,
They will slso ga underground to get
away from your hawk anc ge into
sueams (bums) and hide Up Unger
ihe averhanging banks. They ara the
top sunvivors, mysterious and tatlly
il nt bred by man and released

Wihat more can | say about my
adiation! My respect for this hardy
moorland bird is immense.

To gateh your first Red Grousa
with a virgin hewk is a celebraticn
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e

Take out a
subscription for just

by Dave Jones

Vour sport.

When | driva back
home from the Grouse
moors to Somarset
my long-wing spirf is
dampened, | try to get
my enthusiesm back by
{ hunting my local game
ducks, pheasants,
| panridge ete. “it's
alright, but net the real
thing”

This hawking season
§ s been good to me,
I've caught Red Grause
in England, Scotand
and Wales, (What | call
“The Morland Trree")

Now my hawks
7 ara put away and
my lasting images of
the hunt for the Reg
Grouse will remain in
My memany until late
August arrives then tha
addiction wil start all
over again

e, ! \itdaa 0

Dogs on psint Grusss bitimg wenaterground

and when this happens you must
calebrale by sither going 1o your
nearast Pub preferably with a

ariver or splash out on a bottie of
Champagne on the meor and drink
1o the Grousa that gave its lfe L for

-a Hawk & Sport

the home o

Raptor Experience’

LEADE MEMBLR ¥y, Gundog training, Shooting
Ferreting, Countrywear and acce
nd mailorder welcome

ve us a call on

01925 753741

Or Visi hop at: La ns Head, Lymm, Cheshire, WA 13 9TH
www.raptorexperience.net  info(raptorexperience.n

e Eass

For more infarmation on confenthces, short Breaky and o to contriute o the festrval please contact: i

info@falconryfestival.com
Free airfine tickyts available for over 500 participants




Club Goshawk

his season | was icky
enaugh to fly & cluo bred
bird after the demise of my
female gashawk  which
flew inta a fence when
chasing a rabbit in scoland. | had
already ordered a goshawk from a
breader so wher | recaved the phone
eall from Golin Asquith to zonfirm tat
1had been aliocated a club ges | was
more than pleased, but it would be
an imprintt

Icollected the 12 day old chick
and drove 10 colin who agreed 1o
imprint her. This maant that | was 1o
fiy 2 famale ayas goshawks, a bit of
achallenge o say the least, | col
lected the parent reared bird and
after 4 wesks she was taking rabbits
aver my peinter and bolted femeted
rabbits. The club imprint wilh colin
was chasing the rabbit lure well in
seotiand but had yet to be entared at
game

Every year we travel to scotland to
hauwk rabbits for 2 weeks to get the
birds fit and nopetully, cateh one or
two & day. The Club bird was enterect
in scofland and caught two out of the
thres rabbits she flew , more than
not bad for the first fight. Could this
be good times ahead? Fair play to
colin she was a nice mannered hank
{aithough she liked to be heard from
time to time)

1 personally prefer 1o hawk wilh
parent reared birds but this season
saw me do a bit of a u-turn.

Iried 1o fly a male and a femala a
fow seasons ago and gava up on the
male dus ta my preference for the fe-
male. | thought | would do the same
this year with work eto . but no, | flew
&4 hawk in fur one in the morm-
ing and the other in the altermoon, |
sormeone asked they flew the imgannt
as she was 50 woll mannerad,

Colin tried to fly the parent reared
bird but after 20 mins we swapped
about. Although itis difficult to see
much difference in size the mprint
s Boz heauier and will fly under any
conditions, not fazed by anything.
On the other hand | have et to eatch
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Air Su

e weather has teen
extremely nice the last few
days and today was no
excepiion, high 60's and
slear,

My feam consists of a lemale
galden eagle, flying weigh! 9.5 lbs,
and my two dogs, Dakota and Thistle.
My job is to find places to hunt
jack rabbits, the two dogs are my
ground traops and the eagle is our
air support. Ground cantrol to Major
Tom!

The area | selected today is wide
pen BUM land. On ona side are
some good sized hills, almast big
enaugh 10 be callad mountains,
covared in bunch grass. On the other
side of what makes up this area
is almost flat ground cavered with

port

sage brush, This is whera 1ne jacks
will be if they are hare atall. The
rormal routing i to gat air SUPPOT
off first as sha will naad some time
10 survey the area and find the
approptiale thermals so she can
get into attack position which, far
her. sanges anywhere from 500 ta
3000 1t or higher at any given lime.
She will calch a thermal, go up and
come over, giving us ground troaps
unequalad and powerlul air caver.
We may not cantrol the entire area
ontha ground but we do eonirol the:
airl With the two dogs fanning out
1ty to keep myself in the hunt by
staying off 1o the side of the ground
troops 50 a5 not o walk in he same
cover as they are. Locking for rabbit
signs, | sea them evarywhars, It doss

4'3 .ffff:'t‘

not taka the dogs lang o act excited
and they quicken their pace. | see
afiash 25 a jack runs through the
sage and disappears in the heavy
cover, A quick check on alt support
-~ she s al 2500 f, directly overhead,
circling, mainiaining her cammanding
pesition. We hava workad our way
up along a desp gorge that runs up
inta the hillside, |t is too ceep ta cross
5o lam going to walk itaut. | can
see it gets softer up anead and | can
crass there, Suddenly | see 2 brown
flash come up from the bottom of the
gorge, scramible up e far side and
hezd up the hill

A coyota has been put on the run
oy my ground tronps and is heading
away at spaed. This has Aot gone
unnaticed by air SURDOR; She IS
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ahare with an imprnt | she calls in
the field sz cannot get closa 10 them,
| can see thom mowing of in the dis.
tance. As for my parent reared hawk
| have caught a few, the best this
season weighed just under Blb,

The agresment wilh getting & club
bird is Lo attend olub field mests
50 did taking both hawks ta the
three day mest. The first day whilst
hawking in the group Jim Entwhistle
was flying the sister to my bird. She
weighed in excess of 3lbs, which
was 4 0z hesvier than mine and was
lying cown anything that moved. |
was siruggling, she sezmed fazed by
large painters and few

quita pocrly although she did at
the end of the day take & hen pheas-
ant (poorfight).

The second day out was with lan
Blantern and co. an tha Bryn a Pys.
Again Jim's birds few well.

Mine blanked the first two and
treedi, | missed ine next slip and
decicied o walk alltlie shead from the
group, she bacame a different hawk

Sha flaw a hen pheasant near the
wood and lost it on the floor, uniucky.

Things are lnoking up. The group
catch a few pheasants and walking
back to the cars it's again my slip.
Up ahead | see & hare but it moves
aff and we chat amongst ourselues
tnen, just 20 faat anead across a
ditch, is a hare sirng tight in a form.
The group stand still and as | walk
farward it bolts, The goshawk is
straight after it and so am |. Cauld
this be my first hare wilh an imprini?
They both go out of sight over the
brow of tha hill and as | anrive thera's
fur everywhera but na sign of the
hawk. Walking ahead | haar her
she's lost tin the hedge, Oh well,
there's always another day. It's &
[ondt day when you return intact with
hewk and dog, its a bonus when you
catch somsihing (wise words fram
Tarry Finnigan ).

Last day of the 3 day meet, best
dayfor me. It's gane well sa far,
we are on Liandegla. plenty of game
aboul, | dacide Lo fly second to last,
whal wil she do loday? Mick Kane
gets a classic point, flushies a hen
bird across the open field where the
goshawk pulls i oLt of the air. Jims
haidk quickly follows by taking a
partricige, We e el and withi

Author with Goshack

minutes Andy Poveys young gsp

is on point. It sa hen bird and as |
walk towards the dog it breaks cover
and climbs over the trass, a good
strong bird. The imprint is away lia
ightning and | make haste after her.
Would she rea up 2 Np, she was
150 yards away hicden bahind & tree

by Nell McGann

, notelemetry required, she saw me
first, | just followed the noiss. That
was our day done, nica ta finish on
akil

¥m still fiying her to date and sha's
doing well. Flown on a few field
meets anc will continue next season

tracking the coyote from high above:
With her wings in a slight tUck she is
abie 1o stay directly over tne fiezing
coyote, With a quick wing-over she is
in a full staop. | can hear her ripping
the air. Feet oulslrsiched, she is
caming In fast and clips the back end
of tha coyota that gives off a yalp and
rolls under a sage bush. Dust is flling
the air and air support is ina huge
throw-up, not uniike a massive falcon
Al the top, with her speed fading,
she hangs in the air and goes in for
another attack

The coyote has found safety in o
den and is naarly oul of sight but stil
lefting ail concamed know thal he or
she is not happy about the sagle's
presence. Alr support came in slightly
slowar on this attack run, irying ta
heok the coyate in the den as she
wenl by, The Gayots, howsver, easily
avaided fier atternpl ard vanished

NEW BOOKS ON FALCONRY & RAPTORS.
THE UNTING EALCOR. Gruce . bk e
EALHARR I 1t 5

dewin tha hole, The ground rocps
arived on (he scene 1o investgale
‘what was the cause of all the
excitament. | recallad them and we
headed off In the opposite direction.
i support is astively looking for
another thermal ta ragain control of
the air as my ground team moves o,

Having been & longwinger for
many years | am always checking
on the position of my falcon and, in
the back of my mind, the thought of
somathing going wrang with my fight
is always there. When my faleon drifts
off | get nervous, thinking ha might
s8¢ something off on sorme faraway
hill and chase it or catch it and be
aalen by an eagie,

With & female sagle | find myselt
atfirst warrying bul than raalizing, it's
an eagle, nething is going to eata
female goiden cagle. She went along
ways to the south with her wings in a

OR MANAGEMENT & ECOLOGY
NPT ACCINER I Mt Maciemse bk 19500
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by Joe Atkinson

haittuck, then caugnt a thermal and
began to circle, working her way back
in my direction. | fes! blessed, as
each lime | pul my team into action |
have he opporlunily lo witness dogs,
and eagle all coming logether on
the same page. Whether we calch
something or nat, | think this is the
irue essence of falconry; bringing
all this into play is what the sport is
all about for me. | have always feit
that falconers can achieve a closer
band wilh sll things that are wild, not
because we think we know more, but
simply because we are prileged to
00 things Most never get 16 see, By
watching nature unfalding in front of
our eyes we are connected in ways
most are not

Good hawking.
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The Merlin Story

arvest down here in
Suttolk vas late dua 1o
wet westher in August
50| kept back an Eyass
female Merin from the
second clutch, She was named Ethel
and was quickly trained and fiying
free ready for my campaign of Lark
Hawking. My Quarry licence duely
arrived from Natural England an
the 2nd of September (o catch 15
Skylarks in Suffolk and Norfolk so
we were away hawking the stubble
fields In search of the Lark armed with
Ethal, Danny the Britany and Diego
the Springer Spanial, | rotated the:
tieldls s not to Hawk the same fialds
o the farm on a dally basis.

It had been 2 good year for
Skeylarks and | found that | was
gatting up to hall a dozen flights each
avening. All but twa were strong fit
birds that under pressure fram Ethel
would stand on theirtails and power
up inta the heavens singing their
victory song. The two Larks | put up
under her that were in moult she hard
pressed into pulting into the cut straw
lylng the length of the stubble field
but not befors she had twisted and
turned with them and had come close
to catching both of them in mid sir

Ethel startad to chuck the ringers
and | was disappointed that | wasn.t
Going to see a rue ringing fight of
these two old adversaries but one
evening hings changed and after
twotail chases a Lark ruse 80 yards
in front of us and promplly flew on
50 yards and droppad back info
the stubble. | walked towards the
Lark when Danny picked up the
scent and after 20 feet went solid en
point. Danny flushed the Lark and
it immediately started to ciimb with
Ethel, | thought, chucking the fight

started to mount and higher and
higher they both went until the Lark
was ewer cover and dropped like @
missile into safaty with Ethel close
bening. | caliod har into the lure andt

fed her up walking back to tha car
wilh & large grin on my face

After that evening she never
chucked & inger and | had some
o the most exciing fights | have
ever hadl with a Ragior with some
increcible finging flights going up
to where the two bircs where barely
visible, To watch both birds trying to
contral the fight and get ane abave
the othar than sucdenty the Lark

by Andly Hulme

would fold up and plummet down
with Ethel hot on its heels as 1t made:
covor was a privilage (o wilness,

1 hawked Larks with Ethel for
only five weeks before | turned my
attentions to Freya, my Gamehaii
but it wes fiue weeks of fun and
axctment and | look forward to next
season with hepeiully another eyass
Wwith as much enthusiasm and vigeur
as Ethel.
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Constitution

of the

Welsh Hawking Club

Name and Objects
1. The name of the club shall be

The Waelsh Hawking Club.

2. The cbjective of the club shall be.-

a. The promotion cf Falcenry.

b The provision of advice and
informatian for members and
other inferested parties.

. The promotion and
maintenance of the club Code
of Conduat amongst members.

Constitution

The club shall consist of a President.
Vice Presidents, Ghairman,
Vice-Chairman, Honorary Secretary,
Membership Secretary, Honorary
Treasurer, Austringer Editor, Press
and Pu Officar, Education
Officer. Breading Praject Officer,
Lagal Officer, Mewsletter Editor,
Flﬂid Officer, Events Co-ordinator

Members Secretary
Jean Dimand

Futnat: -ty ot

Events Co-ordinatar
Matt Ui

Eawiiianpak

1 Offo

R

rary Club Vit
Diok e and Rihard Joes

Honatary Members
o

Vil Wepater, oty Rabmnasn
and Jim Chick

and - Each of these

is enmen 1o attend the commites
meetings and to one vole, except
the Chairman who does not heve &
vote, However, in the event of a vole
resulting in a tie the Chairman shall
then hava the casting vota.

Only Full members are eligioie for
election to ofice. The business of
the club will be conducted by the
Officers and committes (hereafler

referred lo simply a3 he commilles),

which will maet atsuch times as it
thinks fit. A quorum for a maeting
shall b five members. No one with
convictions for offences invalving
birds of prey shall hald office within
the Welsh Kawking Club

Elections

1. All members of the committea will
be alected individually, annually at
the AGM, Prior to the election the
attendance record at committee
meatings for the last year shall be
given.

During the year shauld any
committee member fail o altend
cemmiiee meelngs regularly
then he or she may be asked to
give an explanation. If the reason
is of insufficient justification the
committee may co-opt a member
to fill the position. They may

also co-opt any person 1o the
commiltee if considened desirable.

Membershlp

Members of the club will be
elected by the committee.

No parson will be elected without
application to the Membership
Becretary in writing.

The annual subsaription rale shall
be delermined at the AGM sach
year.

Any member whose subscription
is unpaid by the end of May of
any year shall cease to be a
member, but shall be eligible for
eleclion a3 for new members.
Shauld the commiltes have any
réason 1o believe that a member
has acted in a manner injurious
1o Falconry or the club then

the member may be required

1o furnish a written explanation
to the Secrelary for the
consideration of the cammittea

~
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STEVE MAGENNIS
Wildife Photography

www.stevermagennis.com

\__ HOME | GALLERIES | WORKSHOPS | TALKS / MEET STEVE / LATEST NEWS | CONTACT

3 Chepstow Close, St James, Northampton, Northamptonshire. NN5 7EB

British wildlife photographer and lecturer Steve Magannis offers
beautiful mounted images of British birds of prey, owls and wil
These prints are finished to a high standard using the best quality
printing and materials. A range of sizes are available

In addition if you wish to thank your landowners
for permission to use their land Steve offers
personalised C6 photographic greetings cards.

New for 2010 Steve is now transferring his
skills into the challenging task of photographing
working dogs and birds of prey in a working/hunting environment,

Steve also offers practical, instructive
photographic workshops and entertaining,
informative talks for all types of groups and
socisties on wildlife photography and British
wildlife,

For more information please see his website g
www.stevemagennis.co.uk or contact him at
photos@stevemagennis.co.uk.
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or to appear in person before
the commitiee. The membser

can claim a parsonal hearing if
praferred. The Secretary must
give the member at least 14

days nofice of the committee’s
requirements. Should the
member rfuse o comply the:
cammitigs may terminato the
membership. They may akso
terminate the membership should
they devide that the member
has acted in & way harmiui to
Faiconry o the club,

No memiser must give talks,
interviews or material relating
 Falconry, Domestic breeding
ot ta tha meadia | e, T.V. Radio,
Press ete. without advice from the
committes and/or the Press and
Publicity Officer. Any member
giving such talks must make aver
affort g Bnsure their acouracy.
Any membear wishing to dispose
of ahawk obtained through the
b must first offer the nawk
back into the clut

Only Fuil members are eligible to
wote e club affairs,

Proxy and Postal votes are not
allowed.

Associate members wishing 1o
obiain Full membership may
apply in writing 10 the Secretary
tar the consideration of the
committee, Prior ta apalying the
applicant snould narmaly have
completed at least 12 months
meanibership, The application
must give details of hawk related
experience and shauld ke
countersigned by a Full member,

Meetings

The Annual General Meeting shall
be held at the main Field Meeting
sach year.

Mestings shall be presided over
by the Chairman, Vice Chairman
or in their absence one of the
other Officers as appropriate

A summer meeting shall be held
annually at which repons of the
affairs of the Club can ba given.
General meetings will narmally ba
held monthly. Informal meetings
will be held as required.

Alteration to Rules
Rules may only be aftered by a vole
takan at the AGM or at an EGM,
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Notices of mofions for the AGM ar
EGM shall be sent to the Secralary in
witing 10 arrive al least 6 weeks prior
to these meslings. Any

mamber wishing to call an EGM shall
inform the Secretary in wiiting stating
the reason for such & mesting. The:
application must be countersigned by
20 Full Members,

Code of Conduct
1. The wall being of all birds of prey
both domestic and wild together
with the continuation of Faiconry
must be the aim of all members.
Falconry is the fiying of trained
birds af prey and owls at suitable
quarry found in & nalural state.
ciion must bring this into
disrepute.
Every hawk must be properly
manned and equipped.
Every endeavour must be mads to
reacover a lost hawi.
All hawks fiown free should be
aquipped with field jesses, at
ieast ena bell and if possible a
fransmitter and the name and
address of the ownar. In the
case of unentered or aggressive
hawks, eagles. hybrids, exatics
Blc. special care must be taken o
pravent loss.
Pemmission musl be cbtained
befare entering upon ground and
it must be ascertained whether
another falconer already has
permission in which cass hisiher
permission must also be sought
Due respect must be given to
landowners and their property.
Indigenous hawks that are no
longer wanted must sither be
retumed to the wid state in
suitabie country of passed on
1o someans who will treat them
in accordance with this code
of conduct. Before a hawk is
released tha falconer must ensure
that it is in good feather, in the
highest possible congition, that
It can kill for itself and is suitable
for release. If there is any doubt
that it is able to do so it should be
hacked back.

Regions

Purpose of the Regions

1. Tapravide social meetings for
members and polential members
fiving locally. afthaugh any
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member will be welcome to

attend.
To arrange local fiold maets,
which will be govemed by the
main Club field meet rulos

To arrange fund raising o assist
with paying for speakers and field
meets.
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To promote falconry and the
‘Welsh Hawking GIb

Rules
1. No new region will be formed
members unless it has beon
agreed by the Glub committee at
a commilles mesting.
Al ragions Must open & bank ar
building sociaty account in the
name of Tha Weish Haviking
GClub. Itis recommandad that an
account has 2 signatorias.
Any non-members atending,
athier than wives, pantners o
childran of members will be
made to welcome for 3 meetings.
After this time they will be given
the opportunily o complete an
application form to join the club.
If they decling they will na longer
allowed attend tha meetings, even
4s & guest of another merbar.
Aregister ol attendees will bo
kepl al all meetings, primarily 1o
anforca rufe 3.
Awrizien rapart wil be forwarded
each year by the regional
Secretary to the Editor of the
Austringer, to reach him n latar
than the end of February, for
inclusion) n the Austringer.
A teport must be sent by the
regional Traasurer 1o the Club
Treasurer shawing the state of
the finances. ta reach her no laler
than the end of Septembar, for
inclusion in the Treasurer's raport
at the AGM,
Each region will hold an election
at its naxl mesting following the
AGM.Itwil elect from its Full
Members a Chairman, Secretary
and Treasurer to run the
meetings One of these may also
be slected as a mamber ta attend
the main committee meetings.
This represantative will have full
voting rights.
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Jan France
Honorary Secratary
Janwary 2011
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