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E D I T O R I A L Welsh Hawking Club A.G.M.
For the seventh year in success ion Iam faced u i th the task o f wr i t ing a
s u i t a b l e e d i t o r i a l a s t h e " l a s t d i t c h " i n c o m p l e t i n g a n o t h e r " A u s t r i n g e r " .
To say Ido so ui th afeel ing of re l ief is put t ing i t rather mi ld ly, for only
a m a t t e r o f w e e k s a g o I w a s s t i l l u n s u r e a s t o w h a t f o r m a t I s h o u l d u s e f o r
its production. The problem, purely and simply, was -and still is for the
future -the cost. Thank Goodness, Dim Skaer, 3ohn Buckner and myself were
a b l e t o a r r i v e a t a m u t u a l l y a c c e p t a b l e p r i c e f o r t h i s e d i t i o n , a l t h o u g h i t
h a s m e a n t t h a t i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e u s u a l l a y i n g - o u t o f t h e m a t e r i a l t h a t I
have typed, it has been necessary for me (with the much appreciated help of
my husband) to put in the headings for the articles and number the pages to
cu t down the rep roduc t i on t ime and cos t s t i l l f u r t he r. Ave ry respons ib l e
and time-consuming job when taken as awhole. However, Iwould like to put
on record my very sincere and grateful thanks to both Dim and Dohn who have
done everything in their power to assist, and also to Dohn Buckland, whose
friendly and active support Ivalue. Uhat the position will be for the next
edition Ijust do not know at present, for the all-round expense of running
the club’s affairs has increased considerably in recent years, and "The
Austringer" is only one item amongst others, important though it may be as
a r e fl e c t i o n o f t h e c l u b ’ s a c t i v i t i e s .

B Y J O H N B U C K L A N D .

Reproduced for "The Austringer" by courtesy of
" T h e S h o o t i n g T i m e s " .

e n d e a v o u r t o a t t e n d t h e A G H o f t h i s c l u b - o n eEach year ue o - l .
r e a s o n i s t h e m e m b e r s h i p i s b o t h k e e n a n d f r i e n d l y , a n d t h e
o t h e r i s t h a t t h i s c l u b i s p r i m a r i l y a " h u n t i n g " c l u b , s o
t h e r e i s a c h a n c e o f h e a r i n g fi r s t - h a n d o f t h e p r a c t i c a l
problems of the sport as it is conducted nouadays.
Falconry has to be numerically one of the smaller fieldsport
activities, yet it seems to be in the forefront of legis¬
lative pressure. When the Wildlife &Countryside Act uas
formulated, it uas clear that it uas going to be an extreme¬
ly involved Act to implement. When the Bill became lau the
first practical problems started to intrude. The Department
o f the Env i ronment o ffic ia ls en t rus ted u i th the func t ion ing
of the various provisions uere in the main neu to the sport.
Not only they, but also falconers, uere having to learn a
neu code and its implementation.

On amore cheerful note, prominence has been given in this year’s magazine
to the developments within the breeding project. The new aviaries, the
generous sponsorship of "The Shooting Times" and the recent trip to France
by U.H.C. officials all bode well for the future. Sinceoroiect has, at times, seemed something of ahalf-hearted effort. Now, given
careful management and willing co-operation, it can become avery worthwhile
e n t e r p r i s e .
□=,.han<5 as has been commented on, the Uelsh Hauking Club (the second largest^?-E^n?Lnlsation in the countL) has not been sufficiently politically
a^:a^e:^eFnrPti^arily ^houn as a;;hunting club^for̂ uhich basiĉ reason̂ it̂ ^Tihe'Ha:k‘Boa?d! arSbs^rveS ?rSm Le club (at^p^esentHen Secretary)Of the Bo , m e e t i n g s . T h i s , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e c o n t i n u e d

""h^rniidance in such Ltters given by Ceri Griffiths should help ensure
Lficiency, if one exists, mill be adequately made up.

11 ffPF Qivinq my thanks to all those who have made this editionFinally, m a n a z i n e s o e a k f o r i t s e l f o f t h e w a y t h a t o u r
possible, I hope that you wi l l find i t o f in teres t , and don ’ t
club c o d a s t h e m a t e r i a l t h a t y o u , t h e m e m b e r s , s u p p l y ,
f o r g e t i t i s o n i y y

Then another problem: the uorkload of the DOE uas assessable;
i n i t i a l c o n c e p t o f t h e n u m b e r o f s t a f f u a s t o o l o u ,

u a s o n a l l e l e m e n t s o f t h e
N o f u r t h e r s t a f f c o u l d b e

b u t t h e
and then governmental pressure
public service to keep costs doun.
employed to meet already an excess uorkload.
T4- = = a o o e a r t o u s t h a t t h e D O E i s a g a i n s t f a l c o n r y ;
it iriust ove?uhelmed by abadly drafted act, and struggleson as best it can. Reports from falconers are more in des-pairâ t̂ e complications than at the officials or hou the
officials go about their business.
TK -n onomiRS of falconry at the moment are apitifully
badlv^drafted act and apressure group uhich totally dis-badly d'^^fteo a aspec t -however respoos ib le aoylikes falcoory mevery p^^ s p e n d i n g i t s t i m e i n

t r y i n g t o e s t a b l i s h r e s -

Q p i r.n r.T 'w ’R hea l th i s under such s t ress the re i sBecause ^ turn-out of members. This year the

S i n c e r e l y ,

T h e E d i t o r .

capt ive breed ing scheme -
looking intently at the lau and in
t r i c t i v e c a s e l a u .

Tai^o oro nf an "escaped" trained hunting hauk. AnyTake the case of an escape u s u a l m a n n e r o u tmethod other than recall to ^^e f a k i n o t h e b i r dhunting is nou forbidden. Any other form t h e b i r ois illegal, and ounarship of such traps makes the owner liable to prosecution. And that includes museums. Cock
54





Sponsorship from Shooting Times A. I . wo rk i n F rance
G n b e h a l f o f t h e m e m b e r s o f t h e U e l s h H a u k i n g C l u b , t h e
c o m m i t t e e w i s h t o e x p r e s s t h e i r s i n c e r e g r a t i t u d e t o ’ ’ T h e
S h o o t i n g T i m e s a n d C o u n t r y M a g a z i n e ” f o r i t s g e n e r o u s
s p o n s o r s h i p o f o u r b r e e d i n g p r o j e c t .
A c h e q u e f o r £ 4 0 0 . 0 0 h a s b e e n r e c e i v e d b y o u r H o n . T r e a s u r e r
D . n . B u c k n e r , u i t h w h i c h t o s u p p l y a p a i r o f g o s h a w k s t o g o
i n t o o n e o f t h e n e w a v i a r i e s w h i c h a r e b e i n g b u i l t f o r t h e
p r o j e c t t h i s y e a r .

B Y 0 . 5 . U I L K I N S O N .

A s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e U . H . C . b r e e d i n g p r o j e c t c o m m i t t e e
I w a s f o r t u n a t e d u r i n g M a r c h t o b e i n v i t e d , a l o n g w i t h
L o r a n t d e B a s t y a i , t o t h e h o m e o f J a c q u e s R e n a u d o n t h e
F r a n c e / G e r m a n y b o r d e r t o s t u d y a r t i fi c i a l i n s e m i n a t i o n t e c h ¬
n i q u e s . T h e i n f o r m a t i o n g l e a n e d f r o m t h i s v i s i t i s h o p e f u l l y
g o i n g t o b e o f g r e a t b e n e fi t t o t h e c l u b ’ s b r e e d i n g p r o j e c t .
J a c q u e s R e n a u d i s e s s e n t i a l l y a b r e e d e r o f l o n g w i n g s , b o t h
p u r e b r e e d s a n d a l s o a l o t o f h y b r i d s . I t s e e m s t h a t i n
F r a n c e t h e y h a v e a s i m i l a r p r o b l e m t o B r i t a i n i n t h a t t h e
French equivalent of our D.O.E and R.S.P.B. just don’t seem
t o b e l i e v e t h a t a n y o n e b r e e d s f a l c o n s , s o J a c q u e s b r e e d s a
lot of hybrids just to prove them wrong.
T h e p e r e g r i n e s w e r e r e p r e s e n t e d b y p a i r s o f F. P. B r o o k e i i ,
P e a l i i a n d B a r b a r y . T h e r e w e r e a l s o a f e w p a i r s o f l u g g e r s ,
a l o t o f s a k e r s a n d w h i t e g y r f a l c o n s , a n d a l s o o n e o r t w o
o f t h e b l a c k g y r f a l c o n s .
A t a n o t h e r s i t e J a c q u e s h a d b r e e d i n g p a i r s o f e a g l e s , v u l t ¬
u res and condo rs . A fa i r number o f t hese b i rds had been b red
for acouple of years, especially golden eagles and Andean
c o n d o r s .

Breeding Project News
By the time that members receive their copies of ’’The Aus-
t r i n g e r , t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a b l o c k o f a v i a r i e s f o r t h e
b r e e d i n g p r o j e c t s h o u l d b e w e l l u n d e r w a y .

suggestion that they should be built was made at the
A.G.M. in order to cater for the requirements of club mem¬
bers, some of whom are unable to afford the high prices that
captive bred birds command.

T h e

c a l l e d o f c l u b o f fi c e r s a n dS h o r t l y a f t e r w a r d s a m e e t i n g w a s
breeding project committee members to discuss the matter

some depth. This resulted in the decision being taken to
no ahead and erect the auiaries on land that had kindly been
offered for the purpose by Stuart Wilkinson, uho is the
present chairman of the project's committee. It was also
suggested that he should, if he uas agreeable and it couldho^flT'ranned qo over to France as the project srepresent-
ati^rto receive further instruction on A.I. techniques frommiLouerRenaud, an expert in this field, for the benefittho^nlub Our President, Lorant de Bastyai, shortly afterds not in ?oSch with n. Renaud, who kindly agreed to theJt taking place almost immediately -afull account ofthis! !?ittln^by Stuart, follows at the end of this piece.
A4- t ime o f wr i t ing i t i s no t poss ib le to go in to deta i lK^tht exaU use that these aviaries will be put to,nnLible to say at present how any offspring which
i® tfnllv will be bred in them will be disposed of until

Lreful discussion has taken place -naturally
ni l l be kept fu l ly in formed. F inal ly, any members

'"h^'^hnve an imprinted bird (not kestrels) that they uish touho have^^ uilling to allow the bird to be used
*Aolo work should p lease contact amember o f

t h e

i n A l l a r t i fi c i a l i n s e m i n a t i o n s a r e c a r r i e d o u t a t n i g h t , b e g ¬
at about 9.00 p.m. and cont inuing through unt i l 3or

following morning depending on the number ofi n n i n g
4 a . m . t h e
b i r d s b e i n g h a n d l e d .

v i s i t w e r eMost of the inseminations taking place during our
for hybrid production. Tiercel peregrines were donatingsemen^for use in sakers and white gyrfalcons, and awhite
Qvr tiercel was donating semen for use in female peregrines.?Ls amazed to learn that all these hybrids were fertile.
One of the most active semen donors was avery large tiercel
which was amixture of white gyr, saker and peregrine and he
was being used to inseminate peregrines.
C l o s e d c i r c u i t t e l e v i s i o n a n d s o u n d w e r e

o r d e r t o r e d u c e d i s t u r b a n c e .
u s e d t o m o n i t o r t h en o r

b r e e d i n g p e n s i n
favoured by Jacques Renaud are Marsh Roll X

conversions, in fact they are converted to such an extentthat it was awhile before Irealised they were Roll X
machines were far more sophisticated than

c o n v e r s i o n I h a v e e v e r

T h e i n c u b a t o r s

m a c h i n e s . T h e s e
a n y o t h e r R o l l X

s e e n ,

o f t h e i n c u b a t o r r o o m s
d i s p o s e
f o r i n t e n s i v e
t h e c o m m i t t e e . Four o f these incubators were in one

and each was full pebruary/Lrir̂ arcĥ Î n̂ another
, a g a i n f u l l o f f a l c o n
. A n a d d i t i o n a l s e c t i o n

s o m u s t h a v e b e e n
r o o m w a s a ’ ’ w e s t e r n
e g g s a n d a l s o 3 f e r t i l e c o n d o r e g g s

t y p e i n c u b a t o r

9
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l a t e r , I f e e l q u a l i fi e d t o c o m p a r e t h e t e c h n i q u e s u s e d i n
F r a n c e u i t h t h o s e u s e d a t C o r n e l l .

I m u s t a d m i t t h a t I a m i n f a v o u r o f t h e F r e n c h m e t h o d , p r i ¬
m a r i l y b e c a u s e t h e s u c c e s s r a t e s e e m e d m u c h b e t t e r a n d a l s o
b e c a u s e I u a s s o i m p r e s s e d u i t h t h e u a y t h a t J a c q u e s R e n a u d
u a s d e e p l y i n v o l v e d u i t h h i s b i r d s .

U h e r e f e e d i n g o f c a p t i v e p a i r s i s c o n c e r n e d , C o r n e l l u s e
70% quai l and 30% 5ueek o ld chickens. Whi ls t Jacques Renaud
u s e d 3 0 % q u a i l a n d 7 0 % d a y o l d c h i c k s . B o t h m e t h o d s o f f e e d ¬
i n g g a v e e q u a l l y g o o d r e s u l t s a n d u e r e c l a s s e d a s a g o o d
d i e t f o r b r e e d i n g l o n g u i n g s .

A s f a r a s t h e a g e a t u h i c h b i r d s u i l l b r e e d i s c o n c e r n e d ,
C o r n e l l h a v e a f a i r p e r c e n t a g e o f 2 y e a r o l d b r e e d e r s , b u t
m o s t b i r d s d o n o t b r e e d u n t i l t h e i r 3 r d o r 4 t h y e a r . J a c q u e s
R e n a u d h a d a l a r g e n u m b e r o f l a r g e f a l c o n s b r e e d i n g i n i m m ¬
a t u r e p l u m a g e , a n d a n y t h a t f a i l e d t o b r e e d b y t h e i r s e c o n d
y e a r u e r e u e e d e d o u t . J a c q u e s R e n a u d ' s m e t h o d o f g e t t i n g
b i r d s t o b r e e d u h i l s t s t i l l i n i m m a t u r e p l u m a g e u a s s o s i m ¬
p l e t h a t I a m s u r p r i s e d t h a t n o - o n e e l s e h a d t h o u g h t o f i t
l o n g a g o .
A s f a r a s t h e c l u b b r e e d i n g p r o j e c t i s c o n c e r n e d I s h a l l b e
u s i n g t h e F r e n c h m e t h o d o f i n s e m i n a t i n g b i r d s , a s I f e e l
t h a t t h i s t e c h n i q u e o f f e r s t h e b e s t a d v a n t a g e s a n d i s l e s s
t i m e c o n s u m i n g a s f a r a s t h e a c t u a l s t r i p p i n g a n d i n s e m i n ¬
a t i o n i s c o n c e r n e d , b u t o b v i o u s l y u i t h a n y i m p r i n t s t h a t u e
h a v e I s h a l l u s e t h e C o r n e l l m e t h o d .

I n m o s t o f t h e i n s e m i n a t i o n s t h a t I s a u u h i l s t i n F r a n c e t h e
f o l l o u i n g d a y ' s e g g c o u l d b e f e l t a n d e v e n s e e n a s i t j o u r n ¬
e y e d d o u n t h e o v i d u c t .

A l l f e m a l e s u e r e i n s e m i n a t e d o n c e e a c h d a y , u n l i k e C o r n e l l
u h o i n s e m i n a t e 2 o r 3 t i m e s d a i l y .

I t i s u n l i k e l y i n G r e a t B r i t a i n t h a t a n y o n e n o t p o s s e s s i n g
v e t e r i n a r y q u a l i fi c a t i o n s u o u l d b e a l l o u e d t o a n a e s t h e t i s e a
h a u k i n t h i s u a y , b u t I a m m o d i f y i n g t h i s s y s t e m i n o r d e r t o
d o a u a y u i t h t h e n e e d f o r a n a e s t h e s i a .

S e m i n a r a t N e w e n t

B Y J . S . W I L K I N S O N .

I n H a r c h o f t h i s y e a r ( 1 9 8 4 ) J o e D e e n , K e n J o n e s , G a r y
P a r k e r a n d m y s e l f , a c t i n g a s W e l s h H a u k i n g C l u b r e p r e s e n t a ¬
t i v e s , a t t e n d e d a n A , I ,
N e u e n t ,
e i v e d f r o m J e m i m a P a r r y - J o n e s o f t h e F a l c o n r y C e n t r e .
T h e s p e a k e r u a s t h e u e l l k n o u n J i m W e a v e r o f t h e C o r n e l l
U n i v e r s i t y P e r e g r i n e B r e e d i n g F u n d , a n d I t h i n k t h a t e v e r y -

u h o a t t e n d e d t h e s e m i n a r u o u l d a g r e e t h a t t h e t a l k
o f i m m e n s e

t i v e b r e e d i n g .

s e m i n a r h e l d a t t h e G e o r g e H o t e l ,
i n r e s p o n s e t o t h e i n v i t a t i o n t h a t t h e c l u b h a d r e c -

u a s

v a l u e t o t h o s e p e o p l e u h o a r e i n t e r e s t e d i n c a p -
o n e

The evening began uith afilm about the peregrine falcon in
ptivity and also in the uild. Some of the film uork uas

incredible, especially uhen you sau auild female peregrine
at her eyrie rearing young captive bred eyasses, and as the
camera moved auay one could appreciate the terrific height
and sheer inaccessibility of the site. Hou those men got the
rhicks and cameras up there one could only guess. Ashort
section of film shoued nesting prairie falcons and young.

c a

t a l k e d o f t h e a i m s o f t h e p e r e g r i n e
t h e A , I , t e c h n i q u e s u s e d a t C o r n e l l

u e r e m a i n l y c a r r -

t h e fi l m J i m W e a v e r
a n d i n p a r t i c u l a r

t h e m e t h o d s I s a u i n F r a n c e ,
I n F r a n c e a l l t h e b i r d s u e r e v e r y

o f o n e o r t u o p e r e g r i n e t i e r c e l s
u i l d i n d e e d , b u t u h e n

A f t e r
f u n d ,
uhich, .
i e d o u t u i t h i m p r i n t s ,
ui ld, ui th the except ionK K . , h p n i n t h e a v i a r y u e r e v e r y

afrnm the pens each night shoued great excitement for
^h^f^^nas to come. Jim Weaver finally ended his talk uith auhat o f A . I . u s i n g c h i c k e n s k i n d l y d o n a t e d b y fl a r t i

u n l i k e

r e -

n

J o n e s .

T h e u h o l e
t h o s e u h o a

m o s t e n j o y a b l e , a n d I a m s u r e t h a t a l le v e n i n g u a s
t tended uent auay enl ightened.

Comparisons Jacques Renaud uith his female and tiercel uhite
Gyrfa lcons and also at iercel gyr fa lcon and saker hybr id.
Note that the hybrid is not as broad in the chest as the
G y r s , a n d h i s s h a p e i s r a t h e r s a k e r i s h .

Photograph by courtesy of Lorant de Bastyai.I fortunate enough to visi t Jacques Renaud in
n d a l s o t o

H a v i n y b e e n
F r a n e e

a t t e n d t h e t a l k b y J i m W e a v e r a u e e k
a
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markings on her bel ly and she had quite alarge uhite-
co lou red c rop . She uas in no hu r ry as she fleu on he r uay,

N e w s A n d C o m m e n t F r o m O v e r s e a s I n J a n u a r y o f 1 9 8 4 I u e n t o u t t o s o m e a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d n e a r
Budapest uhich is qui te good terr i tory for fa lcons. On a
h a r v e s t e d m a i z e fi e l d h u n d r e d s o f p i g e o n s u o u l d g a t h e r ,
o n t h i s l a n d I s a u s a k e r s a n d a l o t o f g o s h a u k s .
four sakers, tuo of them adults, male and female, and tuo
young sakrets. It uas interesting to uatch hou unskilled the
young birds uere at hunting, but the adult male had quite a
crafty method. He uas standing on top of ahigh voltage
electricity mast uhen auild female goshauk came out from
t h e a c a c i a u o o d s n e a r b y a n d k i l l e d a p i g e o n i n t h e fi e l d .
She star ted to fly back to the uoods u i th her k i l l , but the
sakret stooped doun from the mast and fleu after her, taking
the pigeon from the goshauk uhich uas at least tuice his
size. The goshauk did not defend her quarry, but uith a
shocked zirr-zirr-zirr cry gav/e up the pigeon t°^the sakretand fleu into the uoods. This sort of "hunting" by the sak¬
ret uent on for some days until the stubble field had been
ploughed under by the farm management and the pigeons left,
folloued in turn by the birds of prey. Unfortunately Idid
not see any peregrines on this land.

a n d

I o n c e s a u
T h e fi r s t t h r e e p i e c e s , a l l f r o m H u n g a r y ,

u e r e t r a n s l a t e d i n t o E n g l i s h f o r t h e m a g a z i n e
b y L o r a n t d e B a s t y a i .

G O S H A W K C A T C H E S G O S H A W K .

O n a s i l e n t u i n t e r ’ s a f t e r n o o n I u e n t o u t h u n t i n g u i t h m y
g o s h a u k . T h e h a u k i n g g r o u n d c o n c e r n e d i s a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d
u i t h p a t c h e s o f r e e d s a n d r u s h e s . I o c c a s i o n a l l y fi n d
p h e a s a n t s t h e r e , n o t t o o m a n y , b u t e n o u g h f o r a n a u s t r i n g e r
u h o e n j o y s h i s s p o r t a l o n e , fl y g o s h a u k i s a m e d i u m s i z e d
p a s s a g e f e m a l e , s h e u a s ” i n y a r a k ” a n d u a s l o o k i n g a r o u n d
e x c i t e d l y . W e u e n t a l o n g b y t h e r e e d s m a k i n g a n o i s e t o
fl u s h t h e p h e a s a n t s , fl y b i r d ’ s h a b i t i s t o a t t a c k e v e n t h e
r e e d s t h a t a r e m o v i n g , p e r h a p s t h i n k i n g t h a t u h e r e t h e y a r e
m o v i n g t h e r e h a s t o b e a p h e a s a n t u h i c h u i l l fl y u p a t a n y
m i n u t e . S h e fl i e s a l o n g t h e r e e d s a n d i f a p h e a s a n t f a i l s t o
g e t u p s h e h o v e r s a b o v e t h o s e t h a t a r e m o v i n g . Sometime ago Ispoke to ahunting inspector, and he said

that the gamekeepers shoot every kind of bird of prey uithno reaard^to the fact that they are supposed to be protected.
0 j - f n h i m U D t o 2 , 0 0 0 o f e v e r y k i n d a r e s h o t a s v e r -
m?n°"?h^®nsLkeepe?s cut the legs off the birds and are paid

" ● ^fnr them. He,the hunting inspector, said that the
apremium those belonging to goshauks and buzzards,legs uere mostly those and saker legs. Naturally

la' b i ,
pheasan t r ea r i ng a reas .

A s I u a l k e d a l o n g a l a r g e g r e y b i r d g o t u p f r o m a h a l f d r y
u i l l o u t r e e a n d a l s o fl e u a l o n g t h e r e e d s , a l t h o u g h n o t i n
a n y g r e a t h u r r y. A t o n c e m y g o s h a u k u e n t i n t o a t t a c k i t ,
a n d a s i t l e f t t h e c o v e r o f t h e r e e d s a n d fl e u o f f o v e r t h e
a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d I r e a l i s e d u h a t k i n d o f b i r d i t u a s , i t

( t h a t y e a r ’ s ) t i e r c e l g o s h a u k . fl y g o s h a u k o v e r -u a s a y o u n g
t o o k t h e u i l d o n e a n d i n a b o u t 1 0 0 m e t e r s s h e h a d c a u g h t i t
i n t he a i r f r om be lou . The ma le goshauk a l so caugh t t he
f e m a l e u i t h h i s t a l o n s a n d t h e y f e l l t o g e t h e r t o t h e s n o u y
ground. I took my female off her ’ ’quarry”, put the male
goshauk into my falconer’s bag and uent home. Iput my
□oshauk on to her perch and examined the captured young male

c a r e f u l l y . L u c k i l y h e h a d o n l y b e e n s h o c k e d a n d h a d

Andras Ka lo , Budaka lasz .

HflI . IKTNn MEETING IN HUNGARY.TMTFRNATIONflbv e r y
su f fe red no damage, so I took the l i t t le ’ ’ cava l ie r ” back to
uhere he had been caught and released him on his uay. n , . . r , r i r . t

b U b

F.lbb.b.ra b— Fb"" J S b . b K . n d
b b « . b .

^ ^ oHcb uare provided by the Petofi Aqncultural
b y t h e r i v e r T i s z a .
H o r s e s u e r e a v a i l a b l e
b a c k a n d t h e r e u e r e
also provided. Accommodation
Farm Corporation, rooms ui ● . f t p a l l
Host of the hauks uere equipt ,̂ ®̂ ®̂ '̂ t̂hout̂ theirbirds that uere lost uere found, uith or uithout
q u a r r y .

L a s z l o S z a b o ,
h u n t i n g u a r d e n . i n T s a s z e g .s t a t e

B I R D S O F P R E Y D B S E R W A T I D N S .

o u t o n t u o o c c a s i o n s t o t h e g r e a t p l a i n s o f t h e
Hortobagy. (This is the place uhere from the autumn to theb° inning*of summer there occurs avarious number of all the
b^rds of prey, uith thousands of Siberian uhitefronted geese

edbreasted geese and all kinds of uaders -de Bastyai.)unfortunately, because of fog Iuas unable to see for more
200 meters. Houever, on the first day Isucceeded in

tuo uhite-tai led sea eagles and an imperial eagle,
tday Isau an old peregrine fly across the reeds

t o u h e r e I u a s s t a n d i n g .

for those uho uished to hauk on horse-
three horse-draun carts. Gundogs uere

on the premises of theu a s

t h a n

s e e i n g
T h e n e x

q u i t e n e a r
I c o u l d s e e a l l o f t h e
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T h e e n d r e s u l t o f t h e u e e k - l o n g m e e t i n g u a s ; 8 2 p h e a s a n t s ,
1 0 r o o k s , I m a l l a r d , 1 6 u i l d h a m s t e r s a n d o n e o t h e r . T h e
r e c o r d f o r p h e a s a n t s u a s t h a t o f H e r r R a i t h e l E l m a r , u h o
t o o k 7 i n f o u r h o u r s . A S u i s s u i t h h i s 1 4 y e a r s o l d g o s h a u k
t o o k t h r e e r o o k s i n a d a y . T h i s i s a p a s s a g e b i r d u h o i n i t s
1 4 y e a r s h a s k i l l e d 1 , 6 5 0 r o o k s a n d c r o u s . I t h a s s p e c i a l i s ¬
ed i n t hese tuo k i nds o f qua r r y and has neve r t aken any th ing
e l s e ,

fl y o u n g o s h a u k k i l l e d 8 p h e a s a n t s , 8 h a m s t e r s a n d a s t r a y
c a t . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e h u n t i n g a n d s h o o t i n g l a u s i t i s t h e
d u t y o f a g a m e k e e p e r o n a u e l l - r u n s h o o t t o s h o o t a l l d o g s
a n d c a t s i f t h e y a r e f o u n d 3 0 0 m e t e r s b e y o n d t h e l a s t
b u i l d i n g o f a f a r m o r v i l l a g e .

T h i s y e a r ( 1 9 8 4 ) a n o t h e r i n t e r n a t i o n a l f a l c o n r y m e e t i n g u i l l
b e o r g a n i s e d i n t h e T i s z a o r s d i s t r i c t o f t h e g r e a t p l a i n s ,
f r o m O c t o b e r 1 6 t h . U e u o u l d b e g l a d t o s e e f a l c o n e r s f r o m
G r e a t B r i t a i n t a k i n g p a r t i n t h e m e e t i n g t h i s t i m e .

G e o r g e L e l o v i c h , F e g y v e r n e k .

Hopes for the survival of peregrines in Balt imore uere
gi\y0p 0boost by the neus that chicks had hatched from eggs
l a i d i n a n e s t o n a l e d g e o n t h e 3 3 r d fl o o r o f t h e c i t y ' s
t a l l e s t b u i l d i n g .

c h i c k s k n o u n t o h a v e h a t c h e dT h e y u e r e t h e fi r s t p e r e g r i n e
i n t h e u i l d i n e a s t e r n N o r t h A m e r i c a s i n c e t h e e a r l y 1 9 5 0 s
u h e n t h e u s e o f D . D . T. h a d b r o u g h t t h e s p e c i e s n e a r t o e x ¬
t i n c t i o n o n t h e E a s t C o a s t o f A m e r i c a . T h e p e r e g r i n e p o p u -

i n c r e a s i n g i n n u m b e r s , a i d e d b y t h e i n t e r v e n ¬
t i o n o f T h e P e r e g r i n e F a l c o n F u n d a t C o r n e l l J n i v e r s i t y,

e s t i m a t e d a t f e u e r t h e n 1 , 0 0 0 e a s t o f t h e

l a t i o n i s n o u

a n d i s n o u
fl i s s i s s i p p i R i v e r .

Scarlett, the female peregrine uho laid the eggs, has be¬
come famous s ince she chose the nest ing s i te in 1978,
although her career has had someuhat tragic overtones,
males have been introduced to her by human matchmakers. The
last of these, named Ashley, uas killed in aroad accident

Bridge last year after being nursed back to
heal th fo l lowing agunshot uound, and the tuo chicks that
Scarlett adopted after they uere put into her nest by
s c i e n t i s t s h a d f a t a l c o l l i s i o n s u i t h b u i l d i n g s .

F i v e

F R O n T H E A P R I L ( 1 9 8 4 ) N E U S L E T T E R O F T H E D . F. O .
S m i t h s o n i a n I n s t i t u t i o n o r n i t h o l o g i s t u h o u o r k s i n

the building said that her latest mate (the other parent
bird) is auild falcon that arrived in Balt imore last flay
and decided to stay. This male uas not uearing the leg bands

falcon bred in captivity. The pair uere observed in
r n i r t s h i o r i t u a l s a n d m a t i n g s e v e r a l t i m e s t h i s y e a r , a n d
Scarlett̂ began laying eggs, one each on February 26th and
28th and March 2nd and 4th. Mr. Barber (the ornithologist)
said’there uas no uay of knouing uhether the male uas fer-
f-i io ..nfil the eggs began to hatch. Pipping began on April

^ chicks emerged on the follouing day. Pecking
f r o m a n o t h e r o f t h e f o u r e g g s . M r .

s o m e d a n g e r d u e t o s e v -

A f o r m e rT h e D e u t s c h e r F a l k e n O r d e n ( G e r m a n F a l c o n O r d e r ) u i l l h o l d
i t s 1 9 3 4 fi e l d m e e t i n g ( t h e i r fi e l d m e e t i n g s a r e h e l d e v e r y
t u o y e a r s ) a t t h e h u n t i n g c a s t l e o f S o g e l C l e m e n s u e r t h n e a r
t h e t o u n o f O l d e n b e r g i n L o u e r S a x o n y f r o m t h e 2 4 t h t o 2 8 t h
o f O c t o b e r . H e r r D r . P r o f e s s o r L i n d e r u i l l g i v e a f e s t i v a l
l e c t u r e .

o f a

s o l a r g e t h a t t e n h a u k i n g p a r t i e s
a r e

T h e h a u k i n g g r o u n d s a r e
u i l l b e a b l e t o g o o u t . T h e m a n a g e m e n t o f t h e D . F. O .
very happy that they are able to provide such agood area
f o r t h e m e e t i n g , a n d t h e y h o p e t h a t t h o s e t a k i n g p a r t u i l l

u i t h t h e i r h a u k s . T h e y a l s o h o p e t h a t t h e
5 t h a n d t h e
a c t i o n u a s a p p a r e n t

s a i d t h a t t h e c h i c k s u e r e i n
and cold temperatures, but he added that the

t h e a d u l t b i r d s b o d e s u e l l f o r t h e

s u c c e s se n j o y
guests and visitors, among them Government Ministers and
officials, uill be given agood impression of falconers and

B a r b e r

e r e u e a t h e r
r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t u e e nf a l c o n r y .

At the meeting it uill be possible for members of the D.F.O.
exhib i t and sel l the i r uork, such as paint ings, drauings,

f a l c o n r y e q u i p m e n t o f e v e r y k i n d .

f u t u r e .
t r a f fi c a c c i d e n t t u o o f t h e m a l e s

u e r e c h a s e d )
s h e

fi f t h m a t e ' s
in t roduced to Scar le t t fleu (o r

t u o u e r e f o u n d p o i s o n e d . H o u e v e r ,
fi r s t - c l a s s s i n g l e p a r e n t ,

f r o m h e r

B e f o r e h e r
t h a t h a d b e e n i
a u a y, a n d t h e o t h e r
Sci ntists^fron'^Cornell took four infertile eggsnetrias^vear' in exchange for the tuo chicks that after¬nest last ye fa ta l co l l i s i ons , and she has success¬
fully riLed nfteen chicks placed on the ledge in asimilar
u a y i n p r e v i o u s y e a r s .

t o
s t a t u e s a n d

i n t e r e s t e d t h e y s h o u l d p l e a s e u r i t e t o t h e
E c k a r t S c h e r m a i r , N o . 7 2 8 1 6 O t e r s e n .

1 sI f a n y o n e
P r e s i d e n t o f t h e D . F. O .

0 4 2 3 8 / 11 .T e l e p h o n e

Lorant de Bastyai.

c^ 4-4- o T ' - i n i n a l l v r e l e a s e d b y C o r n e l l s c i e n t i s t s a t
Scarlett uas o9 ^ County, but she immediate ly fleu
auay and . bu i l d i ng , ev i den t l y be l i ev i ng i t t o be

Of the Company uatched through the uindouthe chicks their first meal -t iny pieces of pigeon.

PEREGRINE CHICKS HATCH ON A
BALTIMORE UINDOU LEDGE.

B a l t i m o r e , U . S . A . 7 / 4 / 8 4 .
" b y J o h n M . B u c k n e r ,

S c a r l e t t f e dI " T h e S u n "
t o " T h e A u s t r i n g e r

a sf r o m a p i e c e i n
S e n t
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Hungarian Trip
BY JOHN n. BUCKNER AND DENISE COOPER.

After many months of uaiting, dozens of 'phone calls, arid
quite afeu trips to Bristol ue uere eventually granted 10
l i cences to impor t goshauks f rom Hungary.
Ihad heard as early as July that 10 branchers had been
caught up for us and uere then ready for us to collect,uas nou the middle of September and Ifelt agreat guilt at
being forced to make my Hungarian friends Iook after and feed
10 hungry goshauks for such alength of time.

I t

Ue set off from my home in Abercarn on Thursday morning, took
the ferry from Dover to Ostende and our journey
through parts of Belgium, Holland, Germany and Austria,
tually arriving in Budapest on Saturday night.

t o o k u s
e v e n -

H e a r t y c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s a n d a l l g o o d u i s h e s t o o u r d e a r f r i e n d
C o u n t F r e d e r i c k fl e n s d o r f f P o u l l y o f A u s t r i a , u h o h a s r e a c h e d
h i s 8 8 t h y e a r a n d i s s t i l l g o i n g s t r o n g , r i d i n g h i s b i c y c l e
a n d p a i n t i n g b e a u t i f u l p i c t u r e s , b o t h i n o i l s a n d i n u a t e r
c o l o u r s .

t r o u b l e ' i n fi n d i n g o u r f r i e n d ' s a p a r t m e n t ,
t h e d o o r b e l l .U e h a d d e s p e r a t e

m i d n i g h t b e f o r e u e r a n g
a c t u a l l y m e t t h e s e p e o p l e b e f o r e u e

t a k e n i n t o t h e i r h o m e a n d g i v e n a t e r r i fi
m e a l a n d r a t h e r t o o m u c h s c h n a p p s

P r e s i d e n t u a s u i t h u s
o u r k n o u -

a n d i t u a s n e a r
h a d n e v e rA l t h o u g h u e

i m m e d i a t e l yP e r h a p s s o m e o f o u r m e m b e r s u i l l r e m e m b e r u h e n h e a c c e p t e d
o u r i n v i t a t i o n a n d c a m e t o o u r L i c h fi e l d m e e t i n g ,
a b o u t t e n o r t u e l v e y e a r s a g o , a n d u h e n I u e n t t o m e e t t h e
C o u n t i n t h e c h a u f f e u r - d r i v e n R o l l s R o y c e u h i c h h a d k i n d l y
b e e n l e n t f o r t h e o c c a s i o n b y o u r d e a r f r i e n d J o h n F a i r -
c l o u g h , I t h o u g h t t h a t h e u o u l d n e e d a s s i s t a n c e t o g e t d o u n
t h e s t e p s f r o m t h e a i
r u n d o u n t h e s t e p s u i t h h i s s u i t c a s e i n h i s h a n d j u s t l i k e a

s t u d e n t - h e m u s t t h e n h a v e b e e n 7 5 o r 7 6 y e a r s o l d ,
a s h e a l u a y s m e n t i o n e d

u e r e

uelcome, ahot , ●
Luckily Lorant de Bastyai our

‘ m a r v e l l o u s j o b a s a n i n t e r p r e t e r a s
u a s v i r t u a l l y n i l .

f o r o u r
T h i s u a s

g o o d
a n d h e d i d a
l e d g e o f -the Hungarian language

Janos, uho is the son of the family
a n d t h e f a l c o n e r u h o u a s r e s p o n s -

a r r i v e d . H e h a d j u s t c o m e f r o i r
o u t s k i r t s o f B u d a p e s t a n d h a d i n

, j u s t f r e s h l y t r a p p e d
o f b i r d s o f p r e y a n d

c a s e o f m i s h a p

The fo l l ou ing morn ing ^
u i th uhom ue uere s tay ing
ible for taking our 10 gosses

that morning. 3ano m o m e n t i n
said ue would kepth ^ c o u p l e o f h o u r s
talkinrhawks and again sampling the schnapps made by danos
aunt and the looal 3 ^ o n e
in the afternoon Lorant t h o r o u g h l y e n -
time he was the Cura b r o u g h t b a c k m a n y h a p p yjoyed this uisit and ^ o o i s a b e a u t i f u l s q u a r e
:itĥ tL%:rs orthe'early tribal leâ rŝ of Hunga ry,̂ wê we re
sTô tTrê T^̂ tô r;; rf̂ Sunr'̂ uring the times of these fierce

, b u t I u a s v e r y h a p p y t o s e e h i m

y o u n g
H e g r e a t l y e n j o y e d h i s t i m e u i t h u s ,

h i s l e t t e r s .1 n

C o u n t F r e d e r i c k H e n s d o r f f P o u l l y , a l o n g u i t h t h e l a t e R e n z
Waller, is one of the fathers of modern falconry in Europe,
indeed Renz Wal ler 's famous goshauk "fledusa" came from the
f o r e s t s o n h i s e s t a t e .

e n j o y s r e a d i n g o l d c o p i e s o f m a g a z i n e s , a n d
i " d a t e d O c t o b e r 1 4 t h 1 9 8 2 s h eN a n c y , m y u i f e , '

i n a " C o u n t r y L i f e
a s m a l l a r t i c l e u h i c h m e n t i o n e d t h a t A l b r e c h t , C o u n t H e n s -
do r f f Pou l l y, had been the Aus t ro -Hungar ian Ambassador i n
L o n d o n . I p h o t o - c o p i e d t h i s a r t i c l e a n d s e n t i t t o o u r f r i -
gpj i j j received areply from him saying that the Ambassador
uas'his grandfather. Count Albrecht riensdorff Poully used to
visit Queen Victoria in Windsor Castle. The Queen had uritt-
en letters to him and he had been photographed uith her and
the other members of the royal family of that time.

c a m e a c r o s s

l o o k i n g u a r r i o r s .
on nonday we went to visit uf af tef col l -
who had kept the ID ^^3,^c^ers in different parts
acting them from , fed to see these 10 beautifulof Hungary. Ue were so thril w e r e f u l l o f
young goshawks all mperfe ^ t h e s e
praise and appreciation for all the worK p / , ,
d e d i c a t e d f a l c o n e r s . A g a i n i n A n r a s

t h a t o u r d e a r f r i e n d C o u n t F r e d e r i c k F l e n s d o r f f
f o r m a n y y e a r s t o c o m e e n j o y g o o d h e a l t h a n d

W e a l l h o p e
P o u l l y u i l l
h a p p i n e s s .

L o r a n t d e B a s t y a i ,
m e t h i sh o u s e u e
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n o t e g o s h a u k . L e f t t o r i g h t - K a l o A n d r a s , J o h n B u c k n e r ,
a n d B a g y u r a J a n o s .

c h a r m i n g u i f e a n d f a m i l y a n d u e r e u a r m l y p l i e d u i t h g o o d
Hungar ian u ine and Russian champagne. Ue stayed uel l in to
t h e a f t e r n o o n t a l k i n g a n d r e m i n i s c i n g a b o u t v a r i o u s b i r d s
fl o u n b y A n d r a s a n d J a n o s i n t h e i r p a s t .
O n t h e T u e s d a y u e t o o k a t r i p d o u n i n t o t h e h e a r t l a n d o f t h e
Hungarian plains to meet avery old friend of Lorant's,
George Lelovich, and uhile Lorant stayed talking uith George
t h e r e s t o f u s u e n t o f f t o d o a l i t t l e h a u k i n g u i t h J a n o s ’
t i e r c e l a n d a f e m a l e g o s . T h e y o u n g l a d y i n o u r p a r t y,
Den i se Coope r, uas asked by Janos i f she uou ld l i ke t o fly
h i s t i e r c e l , a n d s h e c e r t a i n l y k e p t t h e U e l s h H a u k i n g C l u b
flag flying by taking tuo very good pheasants, uith the
second fl ight las t ing a lmost ami le . Hany good fl ights uere

b o t h b i r d s a n d a l l a g r e e d i t h a d b e e n a l o v e l y d a y ’ s
o f t h e o p e n fl a t p l a i n s t h e fl i g h t s u e r e

c a n e x p e c t i n B r i t a i n a n d u e a l l f o u n d
e x c i t i n g u a y o f h a u k i n g .

u

Ih a d b y
s p o r t . B e c a u s e
m u c h f u r t h e r t h a n u e

i t a v e r y

r ( /nn Wednesday ue spent the morning shopping in Budapest and
in the evening met agroup of the Hungarian Falconers Club
frdinner. I d e l i g h t e d t o s e e a g a i n m y d e a r o l d f r i e n d s

Peter and Bogyai Frici after so many years. Ue had a
u i t h g y p s y m u s i c , g o o d f o o d a n d u i n e a n d t h e

n i c e g r o u p o f p e o p l e . U e u e r e a l l s a d t o

\

D e k a n y
s u o e r e v e n i n g

o f a v e r yc o m p a n y
s a y g o o d b y e .

n d t i m e t o p i c k u p t h e g o s s e s a n d r e a l l y
to our hosts Rosica Bagyura and her husband uho
kind to us. Ue again uent to Andras' house and

nd b i r ds boxed and l oaded . A f t e r ea t i ng
o f f t o u a r d s t h e H u n g a r i a n b o r d e r .

\aT h u r s d a y m o r n i n g
s a y g o o d b y e
h a d b e e n s o
t a i l s u e r e t a p e d

r l y l u n c h u e u e r e
a

a n e a

i - « r . M T Q l a t e r , d u r i n g u h i c h t i m e R i c h a r d H o u a r dh^dVall La driving, .a arrived again in J . N . B u c k n e r s e a t e d i n f r o n t o f t h e s t a t u e u h i c h o n c e
a p p e a r e d o n t h e c o v e r o f " T h e A u s t r i n g e r " .
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O s t e n d e r e a d y t o c a t c h t h e D o v e r F e r r y . T h e t r i p t h r o u g h
C u s t o m s i n D o v e r u a s r a t h e r t r a u m a t i c a s u e h a d t o u n l o a d
a l l t h e b i r d s a n d s h o u t h e m a l l t o t h e C u s t o m s o f fi c e r , b u t
e v e n t u a l l y u e g o t a u a y . O n a r r i v a l i n A b e r c a r n t h e b i r d s
u e r e t a k e n f r o m t h e i r b o x e s n o n e t h e u o r s e f o r t h e i r j o u r n e y
a n d p u t o n s c r e e n p e r c h e s i n m y q u a r a n t i n e q u a r t e r s u h e r e
t h e y s t a y e d f o r t h e n e x t 3 5 d a y s .

E v e r y o n e u h o h a d o n e o f t h e s e g o s s e s u a s d e l i g h t e d u i t h i t
a n d I a m g e t t i n g m a n y r e p o r t s b a c k o n t h e i r p r o g r e s s a n d
h u n t i n g a b i l i t y .

I t u a s a t i r i n g b u t u o n d e r f u l t r i p a n d I u o u l d n o t h a v e
m i s s e d i t f o r u o r l d s , t h e h o s p i t a l i t y t h a t u e r e c e i v e d u a s
t h e b e s t ,

The Siberian Tundra Peregrine
F A L C O P E R E G R I N U S L E U C O G E N Y S O R F A L C O P E R E G R I N U S C A L I D U 3 .

B Y L O R A N T D E B A S T Y A I .
T a k e n f r o m h i s b o o k " A L L fl Y L I F E U I T H H U N T I N G B I R D S "

u h i c h u a s p u b l i s h e d i n 1 9 8 2 .

T h e T u n d r a , E a s t e r n o r U h i t e - f a c e d P e r e g r i n e F a l c o n u a s
fi r s t d e s c r i b e d b y B r e h m , t h e g r e a t G e r m a n o r n i t h o l o g i s t , i n
1 8 5 4 , f r o m a m o u n t e d s p e c i m e n i n a p r i v a t e c o l l e c t i o n . A t
t h a t t i m e B r e h m d i d n o t t h i n k t h a t h e u a s e x a m i n i n g a n u n u s ¬
u a l n o r t h e r n s u b - s p e c i e s : h e t h o u g h t t h a t h e u a s l o o k i n g a t
a n o l d e x a m p l e , u i t h l i g h t - c o l o u r e d f e a t h e r i n g , o f t h e c o m m o n
p e r e g r i n e f a l c o n . H e d e s c r i b e d t h i s b i r d a s f o l l o u s :
h e a d i s d a r k a s h - g r e y ,
u i t h u h i t e , t h e b a c k ,
t a i l f e a t h e r s a r e a s h y - g r e y .

T h e r e s t o f t h e f a c e o v e r t h e e a r s , a l m o s t e x t -
T h e f o r e h e a d i s g r e y i s h - u h i t e ,

T h e T h e a u t h o r u i t h a f e m a l e t u n d r a p e r e g r i n e
i n j u v e n i l e p l u m a g e ( F. P. L e u c o g e n y s -

u h i t e f a c e d p e r e g r i n e ) .
T h i s b i r d i s t h e o n e r e f e r r e d t o i n t h e a r t i c l e ,
u h i c h u a s t r a p p e d b y G e o r g e L e l o v i c h n e a r S z e g e d .

t h e n a p e a n d t h e n e c k a r e v a r i e g a t e d
t h e u p p e r s u r f a c e o f t h e u i n g s a n d t h e

T h e m o u s t a c h e i s n a r r o u a n d
b l u i s h - g r e y .
e n d i n g t o t h e n a p e , i s u h i t e .
T h e t h r o a t , a n d a l m o s t d o u n t o t h e c e n t r e o f t h e b r e a s t , i s
u h i t e u i t h s o m e l e n g t h u i s e s p o t s . T h e b e l l y a r e a i s l i g h t

u h i t e b a s e a n d i s d e c o r a t e d u i t h a r o u n d o r a n g -

beige spots and are 3-5 cm. longer than the ends of the_
closed uings. The colour of the cere and of the bare skin
around the eyes is uhitish-yellou, and of the feet
yellou. The moustache is very narrou. The uhite part y
mous tache i s so l a rge t ha t i t ex tends a lmos t t o
The th roa t and breas t a re d i r ty -uh i te pa t te rned u i th nar ,
v e r t i c a l b r o u n l i n e s . To u a r d s t h e l e g s t h e p a t t e r n g e

T h e f e e t , a l t h o u g h n o t s h o r t , a r e

o v e r ag r e y
u l a r b l u e - g r e y p a t t e r n u h i c h c r o s s e s i t t o f o r m u i d e l y s e p a r ¬
a t e d s t r i p e s . T h e t i p s o f t h e c l o s e d u i n g s l i e e v e n u i t h t h e
e n d s o f t h e t a i l f e a t h e r s " . S o m e y e a r s l a t e r B r e h m u a s a b l e
to t ake exac t measu remen ts o f a f resh l y sho t spec imen and he
t h e n r e c o g n i s e d t h e b i r d a s a d i s t i n c t s u b - s p e c i e s . u i d e r a n d h e a r t - s h a p e d ,

s h o r t e r t h a n i n t h e c o m m o n p e r e g r i n e f a l c o n .
a s I a m a u a r e o n l y f o u r o f t h e s e f a l c o n s , a l l a d u l t s ,

had been taken in Hungary up to 1945, In September 1951 a
strangely coloured peregrine falcon uas caught by my friend

L e l o v i c h o n U h i t e L a k e , a n a t u r e r e s e r v e f o r u a t e r
T h i s b i r d r e m i n d e d m e o f a n a d u l t s a k e r

f a l c o n c i r c l i n g
t h e n e x tO n t h e 2 0 t h R a r c h , 1 9 5 2 , I s a u a p e r e g r i n e

I s a u t h e b i r d a g a i no v e r t h e U h i t e L a k e r e s e r v e . a t t a c k u a s u n
t h es o m e t h i n g i n t h e r e e d s . T h e

t o u a r d s m e . U i t h fi e l d - g l a s s e s
day, s toop ing on
s u c c e s s f u l a n d h e c a m e

narrou moustache and light breast uere unmistakable,
days later, in the early afternoon, Iuatched dim again,
g roup o f t ea l fleu toua rds t he cana l f r om the sou the rn p
oF the reserve. Suddenly, like falling rocks, they ^'^^gno-t h e p r o t e c t i o n o f t h e u a t e r . A s e c o n d l a t e r t h e f a l c o n
eared, stooping at the last member of the group. At the
m o m e n t t h e d u c k d i v e d i n t o t h e u a t e r s o t h a t t h e s p r a y

G e o r g e
f o u l ,
f a 1 c o n ,

n e a r S z e g e d .
T h e e x a c t d e s c r i p t i o n i s : A f e u

A

T h e t o p o f t h e h e a d i s r e d d i s h - t a b b y - b r o u n . T h e
t h e f o r e h e a d a r e b r o u n i s h - u h i t e , t h o s e o n t h e

T h e c o l o u r o f t h e b a c k i s a l i g h t
n d t h e c o v e r t f e a t h e r s h a v e a l i g h t b e i g e

b r o u n s h a d i n g i n t o g r e y u i t h

C o l o u r :
f e a t h e r s o n

u h i t i s h - b r o u n .n a p e
r e d d i s h - b r o u n a

T h e t a i l f e a t h e r s a r e C O V -e d g e ,

2 32 2

L



e r e d i t s p u r s u e r . A f t e r t h i s c o l d s h o u e r t h e f a l c o n fi e u u p
a n d t h e n m a d e s e v e r a l l o u c i r c l e s , s o t h a t I c o u l d u e l l o b ¬
s e r v e t h a t i t s s i z e a n d s h a p e a g r e e d u i t h t h e m e a s u r e m e n t s
o f t h e b i r d t a k e n t h e y e a r b e f o r e .

T h e s a m e y e a r D r . P a t k a y o f t h e H u n g a r i a n O r n i t h o l o g i c a l
I n s t i t u t e u a t c h e d a n i m m a t u r e , r a t h e r p a l e , p e r e g r i n e f a l c o n
s e t t l e o n t h e s o d a s o i l a t t h e e d g e o f t h e U h i t e L a k e a n d
r u n a b o u t l i k e a c h i c k e n . O a n o s T o t h , w a r d e n o f t h e n a t u r e

t o l d m e t h a t t h e f a l c o n s a t U h i t e L a k e l i k e t o
I n O c t o b e r 1 9 5 2 I u a t c h e d o n e

r e s e r v e ,
s p e n d s o m e t i m e o n t h e g r o u n d ,
f e e d i n g o n a t e a l a l i g h t o n t h e s o d a s o i l . H i s u h i t e b r e a s t
s h o n e a g a i n s t t h e g r e y b a c k g r o u n d a n d i t u a s h a r d t o s e e t h e
n a r r o w m o u s t a c h e . A f t e r t h e f e a s t i t d i d n o t fl y u p i n t o a
t r e e o r o n t o s o m e h i g h p o i n t , a s a C e n t r a l a n d E a s t E u r o ¬
p e a n p e r e g r i n e f a l c o n w o u l d h a v e d o n e , b u t s t e p p e d o f f t h e
r e m a i n s o f i t s p r e y a n d , s t a n d i n g o n o n e l e g , p r e p a r e d t o
d i g e s t i t s m e a l .

I h a v e n e v e r s e e n a T u n d r a p e r e g r i n e f a l c o n p r e p a r i n g i t s
a t t a c k o n s w i m m i n g w a t e r f o w l . P r e s u m a b l y i t l e a v e s a s l i t t l e

poss ib l e t o chance , f o r t he re can be no doub t t ha t t he
w a t e r f o w l k n o w a l l a b o u t e v a s i v e a c t i o n . I f t h e y a r e a t t a c k ¬
e d o v e r t h e w a t e r ,

t h o s e f u r t h e r a w a y fl y u p . T h e f a l c o n i m m e d i a t e l y
gives chase. Uhen he gets close these ducks dive and those
which have dived fly up. The falcon then chases them and the
process is repeated. Hore often than not the falcon is def¬
e a t e d .

a s

t h o s e n e a r e s t t h e p o i n t o f a t t a c k d i v e a t
o n c e :

I f o u n d i t s t r a n g e t h a t , i n t h e m i d d l e o f A p r i l , w h e n o u r
a n d t h e C e n t r a l E u r o p e a n p e r e g r i n e f a l c o n a r e n e s t i n g , I
c o u l d w a t c h p e r e g r i n e s o v e r U h i t e L a k e . A c c o r d i n g t o P e t e r
B e r e t z k , P r o f e s s o r o f O r n i t h o l o g y a t S z e g e d , t h e s e f a l c o n s
a r r i v e d i n S e p t e m b e r w i t h t h e w a t e r f o w l m i g r a t i n g f r o m t h e
n o r t h . P r o f e s s o r D e m e n t i e v , P r o f e s s o r o f O r n i t h o l o g y a t M o s ¬
c o w ,
T u n d r a f a l c o n l e a v e s w i t h t h e w a t e r f o w l o n t h e s o u t h w a r d
m i g r a t i o n i n a u t u m n a n d r e t u r n s t o b r e e d a b o u t t h e m i d d l e o f
M a y . P r o f e s s o r T h i e n e m a n n , w r i t i n g o f t h e i m m i g r a t i o n t h r o ¬
ugh Eas t P russ ia , i s o f the same op in ion . And the re can be

d o u b t t h a t i m m a t u r e f a l c o n s o f U h i t e L a k e a r e i d e n t i c a l
w i t h t h e y o u n g o f l e u c o g e n y s a s d e s c r i b e d b y P r o f e s s o r
D e m e n t i e v .

i n h i s " T h e B i r d s o f S o v i e t R u s s i a " , s a y s t h a t t h e

n o

I M o r c a n t h e r e b e a n y d o u b t t h a t t h e U h i t e L a k e f a l c o n s a r e

s p e c i a l i s t s i n w a t e r f o w l . A f t e r n e a r l y a y e a r i n c a p t i v i t y ,
my Tundra falcon, captured on Uhite Lake in 1951,
I h a d n e v e r f e d h e r o n w a t e r f o w l ; o n l y o n p i g e o n s , p h e a s a n t s
and partr idges. Although there were plenty of these in the
neighbourhood, she was found about amile away feasting

escap ed .

u p o n

t he sho re o f t he Lake M i l l (Ma lomto ) nea r Godo i l o .m a l l a r d o n

Next page -An adult female Siberian Tundra peregrine. Note
the large white patches on the face, the thin side moustache,
t h e w h i t e f r o n t o f t h e h e a d a b o v e t h e c e r e , t h e s n o w - w h i t e

a n d t h e t h i n r a r e h o r i z o n t a l s t r i p e s o n t h e f r o n t .c r o p
P a i n t e d b y D a h l e m ,
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S e a s o n ’ s E n d
B Y R O N n O O R E .

T h e r e c o m e s a t i m e w h e n u e a l l h a w e t o d e c i d e w h e n t o c a l l
i t a d a y f o r t h e s e a s o n . I u s u a l l y fi n i s h fl y i n g t h e e a g l e
a b o u t t h e t h i r d w e e k i n N a r c h ,
l a m b i n g s e a s o n
c o n e r I l i k e t o fi n i s h t h e s e a s o n o n a h i g h n o t e . I t d o e s
n o t a l u a y s u o r k o u t t h a t u a y , b u t t h i s a r t i c l e i s a n a c c o u n t
o f my l as t weekend ' s fly ing o f t he 1982 /83 season .
I w a s l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o t h i s a s i t w a s t o b e i n S c o t l a n d
a n d a t b l u e h a r e s , a n d a s t h e e a g l e h a d n o t s e e n o n e f o r
t w e l v e m o n t h s I w a s i n t e r e s t e d t o s e e h o w s h e w o u l d c o p e
w i t h t h e m .

w e l l b e f o r e t h e o n s e t o f o u r
f o r o b v i o u s r e a s o n s . L i k e e v e r y o t h e r f a l -

'1

J I \ 9 ^ .

♦ ,7.

* J t

I

I t r a v e l l e d u p t o S c o t l a n d o n t h e F r i d a y a f t e r n o o n , a n d
a f t e r a g o o d n i g h t ' s d r i n k i n g I s e t o f f o n S a t u r d a y m o r n i n g
t o m e e t C o l i n , t h e h e a d k e e p e r o f t h e g r o u s e m o o r I w a s t o
fl y o n .

■ V

'V;» '

/ ‘

U h e n w e d r o v e u p t h e m o o r w e s t o p p e d a n d c h e c k e d t h e d i r e c t ¬
i o n o f t h e w i n d , w h a t b i t t h e r e w a s w a s b l o w i n g i n t o t h e
s i d e o f t h e h i l l w e w e r e o n , s o w e
t h e t o p o f t h e h i l l a n d t r y t h e r e ,
spotted ablue hare about -J amile below us, and as the hood

r e m o v e d I n o t i c e d t h a t t h e e a g l e h a d s p o t t e d i t t o o . S h e
l i f t e d o f f m y fi s t a n d s t a r t e d t o l o o k f o r l i f t ,
about ami le away and began to weave backwards and forwards
u n t i l s h e h a d e n o u g h l i f t t o c l i m b i n t o t h e w i n d a n d t h e n

I w a s s o i n t e n t o n

A i l s a o n a b l u e h a r e .

d e c i d e d t o d r i v e u p t o
A s I u n h o o d e d t h e e a g l e I

U e s t a r t e d t o b e a t f o r h e r a s s h e s w e p t o v e r o u r h e a d s .
B a c k w a r d s a n d f o r w a r d s s h e w e n t , a l l t h e t i m e t r y i n g t o
climb higher in the very light breeze that was olowing. As

w a l k e d a n d b e a t f o r h e r I k e p t g l a n c i n g u p . T h e r e s h e w a s
t c h i n g a n d w a i t i n g . A l m o s t a n h o u r w e n t b y

w a s
S h e w e n t

w e

s h e s t a r t e d t o h e a d b a c k t o w a r d s u s .
watching the eagle that Ihad lost my mark on the hare, so I

t o w a l k i n t h e g e n e r a l d i r e c t i o n o f w h e r e I h a d l a s t
 it. All the time the eagle was overhead, her golden

head scanning the heather below, waiting for amovement. Out
of the corner of my eye Isaw amovement along way to my
left- Ilooked up, the eagle had already seen it and was
away*after it. As Iwatched her Imarvelled at the way she
used every updraft and air current to keep her height until
she was ready to make her attack. Ihad lost sight of the
hare so Ijwst watched the eagle and waited. She
hinher and higher but still in the direction of the hare.
Suddenly she stooped, wings tucked right back into her body,
hpr head pointing straight down. It was afabulous sight,
hP was silhouetted against aclear blue sky. Down she came,
did not realise just how high she had gone, she seemed to

Hc-f-nnninq for minutes when all of asudden she disappeared
frnrmv sight over ahill. Ue set off as fast as we could in

direction and seemed to have been walking for ages until
^pr the heather came wisps of white fur, signs of ablue

. - . - j A c Ta o p r o a c h e d h e r s h e s t a r t e d t o m a n t l e o v e rhPr"haJ/’l removed it, reo^arded her, and lifted her up. I
c!Lned her beak uith my hand and off she uent again.

h a n g i n g t h e r e , w a
and nothing had moved, Iwas just about to suggest to the
keeper that we try another part of the moor when the cry
went up "Hare, Hare'." Ablue hare had erupted from just
behind us The eagle was on its trail immediately, wings

down she came. The sound of the wind whistling_through
i n c r e d i b l e , I w a t c h e d a s s h e w e n t i n f o r

A t t h e l a s t m i n -

bega n
s e e n

b a c k ,
h e r p r i m a r i e s w a s
the final attack, tail down and wings out.
ute the hare jinked and flattened and the eagle overshot,_
but undeterred she turned into the wind and started to climb

t h e h a r e w e n t , d o w n t h e h i l l i t r a n ,
I l o o k e d u p j u s t i n t i m e t o s e e

w a s g o i n g v e r y s t e e p l y . A w a y
a w a y f r o m u s a n d t h e e a g l e ,
her ease her uings back and set off in a45 degree stoop.
Doun the hill she went, her speed increasing all the time,
this time there uas no mistake, she took the hare at full

a n d o v e r w i t h i t . A s w e w a l k e d t o w a r d s
t o l d m e t h a t h e w o u l d g o a n d b r i n g t h e

to be back at home fair ly soon. He said

I

s p e e d a n d r o l l a d o v e r
e a g l e , t h e k e e p a r

Land Rover as he had 4 . ^ 1 .
that he was sorry to cut the day short but if Iwanted to
fly again tomorrow then that would be fine with him. AfterIhad removed the hare and rewarded the eagle Isat there
w a i t i n g f o r t h e L a n d R o v e r
w o u l d b r i n g .

I t h e

a n d w o n d e r e d w h a t t h e n e x t d a y
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b e c a u s e t h e n e x t fl u s h r e s u l t e d i n S p i k e a n d S p i t fi r e b o t h
l e a p i n g o f f t h e fi s t i n s t a n t a n e o u s l y i n h o t p u r s u i t . T h a t
o n e g o t a u a y, b u t u e h a d s o m e g o o d f u n a l s o a t p h e a s a n t s
u h i c h S p i t u o u l d g r a b o n t h e r i s e a n d b r i n g c r a s h i n g d o u n ,
on ly to get beaten up before ue cou ld he lp her, Ue a lso had
a f e u c l o s e s h a v e s u h e n S p i t fi r e h a d c a u g h t a m o o r h e n ( s h e
aluays caught them about 25 yards ahead of Spike) in getting
t o h e r b e f o r e S p i k e d i d a n d d i d h e r a n y d a m a g e , u n i n t e n t i o n ¬
a l l y o r o t h e r u i s e .
Ue had many good hauking days u i th a luays something d i ffer¬
en t happen ing , l i ke the t ime ue uere s tand ing under an o ld
o a k t r e e t a l k i n g u i t h b i r d s o n fi s t s , u h e n s u d d e n l y u h a t u e
t o o k f o r a d o v e r o c k e t e d o u t a b o v e u s a n d h e a d e d o f f a t a
g r e a t r a t e o f k n o t s . S p i t t o o k h e r t i m e t h e n d e c i d e d t o p u r ¬
s u e a n d u e t h o u g h t s h e ’ d h a v e n o c h a n c e , a s t h e
about 200 yards auay by then, but Spi t kept go ing and going
a n d g o i n g , fl a r t i n e v e n t u a l l y f o u n d h e r t u s s e l i n g u i t h a
l i t t l e o u l a b o u t j m i l e a u a y i n s o m e o n e ' s g a r d e n . U e r e l e a s ¬
e d i t u n h a r m e d - m u c h t o h e r d i s g u s t .

L a t e r i n t h e y e a r M a r t i n t o o k S p i t fi r e u n d e r h i s u i n g b e ¬
c a u s e I h a d a c h a n g e o f j o b d o i n g a i r fi e l d b i r d c o n t r o l a t

Spit &Spike
B Y D A V I D B A K E R .

T h i s a r t i c l e i s a b o u t m y fi r s t r e a l h u n t i n g b i r d , ’ S p i t ¬
fi r e ’ , a f e m a l e s p a r r o u h a u k , a n d m y o l d p l o d d e r ’ S p i k e ’ , a
ma le Sua inson ’s hauk . I go t Sp i t a t abou t one ueek o l d and
i m p r i n t e d h e r . S p i k e u a s u a t c h i n g i n t e n t l y a l l t h e g o i n g s o n
u i th the neu cha rge as he uas mou l t i ng and hav ing ab reak .
A l l u e n t s m o o t h l y u i t h S p i t fi r e ’ s t r a i n i n g a n d s h e u a s fl y ¬
i n g f r e e u i t h i n a f o r t n i g h t , a n d s o o n t h e g r e a t d a y a r r i v e d
uhen Idecided to let her go if she bated at anything, Ue
u e n t a c r o s s t h e fi e l d s a n d s h e b a t e d a t a c r o u , b u t I h e l d
h e r b a c k .

back . F ina l l y i t happened as ue rounded ahedge ue bo th
i t a t t h e s a m e t i m e , S p i t fi r e u a s o f f a n d b e f o r e t h e u o o d -
p i g e o n u a s 5 f e e t o f f t h e g r o u n d s h e h a d i t . F a n t a s t i c , a n d
I u e n t h o m e r e j o i c i n g .

d o v e ' u a s

N e x t u a s a b a t e a t a k i n g fi s h e r - a g a i n I h e l d h e r
s a u

During her early hunting days Spit uould fly at anything
that moved, including al l sorts of unsuitable quarry such as
rabbits, squirrels, house martins and suallous. She soon
l e a r n e d t h a t s h e c o u l d n ’ t c a t c h t h e s e . M a l l a r d a l s o p r o v i d e d
afeu flights, but proved abit too large and quick for her,

c h a n c e o c c u r r e d . U e h a d aa l t h o u g h s h e a l u a y s t r i e d u h e n a
feu flights at snipe as uell and although she never caught

Iuould be treated to areal long chase high above the
tree tops. If ue uere lucky enough to find magpies in open
□laces and uere able to creep up on them, ue could also get
long high chases. Jays aluays stuck too near to cower andwould refuse to budge, and Spit would fly around and around

u i t h m e s t a n d i n g u n d e r n e a t h s h o u t i n g
t o fl u s h i t . O n c e , u h e n u a l k i n g

fi s t a n d p l u n g e d i n t o s o m e l o n g
t t h i n k u h a t s h e h a d

h o r r o r I s m e l t a m u s k y
o l d " A u s t r i n -

o n e

t r e e c o n t a i n i n g a j a y
a n d l e a p i n g a b o u t t r y i n g
u i t h Sp i t , she l eap t o f f t he
grass only 2yards auay. Icoul n
cauoht, but presumed amouse. To my
stink -aweasel. Ny mind flashed back togar" article where someone had lost ̂
tackled aueasel. Imanaged to b o d y . I i j a s l e f t

it popped through my fingers and uas
and she uas none the uorse for

a

u h e n i t h a d

S p i t ' s
h o l d i n g a v e r y a n g r y
Jus t l i ke abar o f soap

I c h e c k e d S p i t fi r e o v e r
g o n e ,
h e r s q u a b b l e .

a l l t h e f u n , m y h a u k i n g
g e t t i n g S p i k e fi t

a t b a f fl i n g y o u b y h i s b e -
e t h i n g a n d t h e n a n o t h e r

u e d e c i d e d t o

Uhlle Spitfire and Iwere hawing
companion and friend, Hartin Cray
anain for me. Spike is wery good
hLiour. One minute he'll chase som1 hLll be frightened of itl Anyway,time he H on some really good land down here in deepest3Ptar spi tfire soon had one in the bag

n o t i c e , b u t I u a s u r o n g

u a s

g o

M a r t i n a n d S p i t fi r e .S u r r e y u i -
u h i i e S p i k e s e e m e d t o t a k e n o
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S o m e B i b l e C o m m e n t s

:legarding Hunting
B Y K . A . P E R K I N ,

T h e U . H . C . j o u r n a l o f 1 9 7 9 c o n t a i n e d a p h o t o g r a p h o f a
p r i e s t b l e s s i n g t h e b i r d s a t t h e E . F . U , m e e t i n g i n G e r m a n y ,
a n d t o d a y s ( 1 2 / 5 / 8 4 ) s t a t e m e n t b y P r i n c e P h i l i p i n d e f e n c e
o f h u n t i n g , s h o o t i n g a n d fi s h i n g i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e c h u r c h
a n d r o y a l t y fi n d s u c h s p o r t i n g a c t i v i t i e s q u i t e a c c e p t a b l e .
H o w e v e r , v e r y m a n y o f u s h a v e f r i e n d s a n d a c q u a i n t a n c e s
w h o s e o u t l o o k m a y n o t b e t h e s a m e b u t f a l l s s h o r t o f t h o s e
o f the an t i -b lood spor t s campa igners . Because o f these opp¬
o s i n g v i e w s I w o n d e r e d w h e r e I c o u l d r e a d a n u n e m o t i o n a l
a c c o u n t a b o u t h u n t i n g a n d c o n s e r v a t i o n g e n e r a l l y, a n d s o
d e c i d e d t o d o s o m e r e s e a r c h i n t o t h e G o o d B o o k t o s e e w h a t
i t had to say or what principles i t contained to guide us in
t h i s s u b j e c t ,
t h e r e w h i c h c o u l d .
F i r s t l y , a s s u m i n g t h e G e n e s i s a c c o u n t o f c r e a t i o n t o b e a c c ¬
u r a t e , G e n e s i s 1 : 2 9 / 3 0 s h o w s t h a t " e v e r y fl y i n g c r e a t u r e o f
the heavens" was to en joy ea t ing the vege ta t ion , seeds and
f r u i t , a l o n g w i t h m a n w h o w a s t o h a v e d o m i n i o n o v e r s u c h
c r e a t u r e s . T h e y w e r e a i l v e g e t a r i a n s a n d t h u s t h e r e w a s
need fo r hunt ing . (4000 BC)
I t w a s n ' t u n t i l v e r y m u c h l a t e r ( 2 3 0 0 B C ) t h a t N o a h a n d
seven others, along with the flying creatures, came out of
t h e A r k i n t o a w a t e r l o g g e d e a r t h t h a t m a n w a s p e r m i t t e d t o

I t i s s u r p r i s i n g j u s t h o w m u c h i s w r i t t e n
, p e r h a ' p s , i n fl u e n c e o u r t h i n k i n g .

D a v i d , S p i k e a n d S p i t h a v i n g a b r e a k .
R A F F a i r f o r d , a n d i t w a s a b i t a w e s o m e f o r m y l i t t l e s p a r r o w -
h a w k t o h a v e a i l t h a t s p a c e a n d h u g e K C l 3 5 ' s s t r a t o t a n k e r s
roa r i ng up and down t he r unway. So I t ook Sp i ke t o t he a i r ¬
fi e l d a n d h e l o v e d i t . I t h i n k h e t h o u g h t h e w a s a p e r e g r i n e ,
which my workmate Adam would fly at the rooks etc on the
r u n w a y .

I n t h e n e w y e a r I h a d a
D i s p o s a l s i t e
t h e y a r e h a v i n g
started uork there uith me and Spitfire loved her first
'uorking day' chasing partridge and starlings. She caught
another moorhen and ue fed her up on it. The next day uas

and ue couldn't fly, so they uere fed asmall amount
on the fist. She uas back doun to flying weight the day

er (9iozs) when she flew into some trees after an unsucc-fllQhh Iwalked on abit and then proceeded to call

n o

o f s i t e t o a n I n d u s t r i a l W a s t e
fl i g h t p a t h , w h e r e

m o v e

t h e e n d o f R A F B e n s o n s
t r o u b l e w i t h s e a g u l l s a n d s t a r l i n g s , fl a r t i n

e a t fl e s h f r o m w h i c h t h e b l o o d h a d b e e n d r a i n e d . G e n e s i s
9 : 2 / 5 s t a t e s t h a t f r o m t h a t t i m e f o r w a r d " e v e r y fl y i n g c r e ¬
a t u r e o f t h e h e a v e n s w o u l d h a v e a f e a r a n d a t e r r o r o f m a n .
T h i s s t a t e m e n t c a n ' t b e d e n i e d .

o n

w eI f w e n o w m o v e f o r w a r d a b o u t t w o o r t h r e e h u n d r e d y e a r s ,
fi n d t h e fi r s t m e n t i o n o f h u n t i n g . R e f e r e n c e i s m a d e i n
Genes is 1D:9 to an ear ly rebe l aga ins t God, N imrod, '
dently hunted for sport, perhaps killing both animals
humans . He i s desc r i bed i n t he N .W.T. B ib l e t r ans l a t i on as
"a mighty hunter in opposition to Jehovah" and his kingdom
s t r e t c h e d o u t f r o m t h e f e r t i l e l a n d s o f S h i n a r i n t o A s s y r i a .
This was not many hundreds of miles from Hount Ararat where
the A rk had se t t l ed a f t e r t he F l ood , and was be tween the
rivers Tigris and Euphrates, the cradle of civilization
where falconry might well have had its beginning. Also,
there is mention of abas-relief at Khorsbad representing
falcon or hawk on the fist of aman, dated at around 1700
B C .

r a i n y
w h o e v i -

a n d

c a l l s o f h e ro u s

Two weeks la ter I rece ived a le t ter f rom the D.O.E. say ing
been found dead e igh t m i les away hav ing apparen t l y

c h u r c h a n d b r o k e n h e r n e c k . L i e w e n t t o p i c k
s h e h a d

flown into a ● 4. r- r. ●
the body. She'd been eating well and was quite rat. Her neck
w a s b r o k e n .

She'd been great fun, taking all sorts of quarry including
two more woodpigeons, astock dove, amagpie, lots of -

aweasel and quite afew miscellaneous. Hopefully a
o n t h e c a r d s f o r t h e f u t u r e , b u t f o r

u p a

b e c a m e s c a t t e r e dAt about this period (2000 BC) the people
(Genesis 11*9) and no doubt took uith them what early know
ledge they had of hunting with hawks and falcons. These peo¬
ple, according to their language groups, would have travell¬
ed to China, Russia, India and Egypt where the falcon was

m o o r ¬

h e n s ,
t i e r c e l g o s h a w k i s
o l d S p i k e s o a r s o v e r
m i s s e s h e r a s w e l l .

n o w

t h e q u a r r y o n h i s o w n . I w o n d e r i f h e
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r e v e r e d a s a g o d .

F r o m t h i s t i m e f o r u a r d t h e B i b l e r e v e a l s t h a t t h e C r e a t o r
d i d n o t o p p o s e t h e i d e a o f k i l l i n g a n a n i m a l o r b i r d f o r
f o o d b e c a u s e a s G e n e s i s 9 : 3 / 4 s a y s " e v e r y m o v i n g a n i m a l
( c r e a t u r e ) t h a t i s a l i v e m a y s e r v e a s f o o d f o r y o u " .
A c c o r d i n g l y G o d d i d n o t f o r b i d t h e I s r a e l i t e s t o h u n t a n d
fi s h b u t s t i p u l a t e d , f o r a n i m a l s k i l l e d , t h e b l o o d h a d t o b e
p o u r e d o u t ( L e v i t i c u s 1 7 : 3 / 4 ) . T h i s u o u l d h e l p h u n t e r s t o
h a v e a r e g a r d f o r t h e s a n o t i t y o f l i f e . T h e y u e r e a l s o e n ¬
c o u r a g e d t o h a v e a r e s p e c t f o r l i f e b y t h e l a u u h i c h f o r b a d e
t a k i n g t h e l i f e o f a m o t h e r b i r d a l o n g u i t h h e r e g g s o r o f f ¬
s p r i n g . T h e m o t h e r , u h o u i o u l d b e e a s i e r t o c a t c h b e c a u s e o f
h e r a t t a c h m e n t t o h e r
t o h a v e m o r e y o u n g a n d s o
t h e s p e c i e s ( D e u t e r o n o m y 2 2 : 6 / 7 ) . L a t e r J e s u s s p o k e o f t u o
s p a r r o u s u h i c h s e l l f o r a c o i n o f v e r y s m a l l v a l u e a n d t h e n
u e n t o n t o s a y " Y e t n o t o n e o f t h e m u i l l f a l l t o t h e g r o u n d
u i t h o u t y o u r F a t h e r ’ s k n o u l e d g e " ,
d i c a t e s t h e i n t e r e s t t h e C r e a t o r t a k e s i n H i s fl y i n g c r e a ¬
t u r e s .

t h o s e u h o b e g a n b y h u n t i n g f o r f o o d a n d l a t e r c a m e t o d e l ¬
i g h t i n t h e " j o y o f t h e k i l l " , t h u s s h o u i n g a u a n t o n d i s r e ¬
g a r d f o r a n i m a l a n d b i r d l i f e . C o l o n e l C h a r l e s A s k i n s , a b i g
g a m e h u n t e r , p u t i t u e l l u h e n h e s a i d " H u n t i n g i s a g l o r i o u s
s o r t o f v i c e w o r k i n g i t s n a r c o t i c u i t h . a l l t h e e f fi c a c y o f
t h e u b i q u i t o u s p o p p y ( o p i u m ) . " I t i s o n l y s o m e t e n y e a r s a g o
t h a t a r e p o r t f r o m R o m e r e l a t e d t h a t a p p r o x i m a t e l y 2 0 0 m i l l ¬
i o n b i r d s u e r e k i l l e d e a c h y e a r b y h u n t e r s i n t h a t c o u n t r y
a n d , i n C z e c h o s l o v a k i a , j u s t s i x h u n t e r s k i l l e d 2 2 0 0 b i r d s
i n a w e e k . I f a s p a r r o w c a n n o t f a l l t o t h e g r o u n d u n n o t i c e d ,
s a t u r a t i o n k i l l i n g o n t h a t s c a l e u i l l n o t d o s o e i t h e r .

I n c o n c l u s i o n , a fi n a l S c r i p t u r e t o b e f o u n d i n t h e L e t t e r
o f J a m e s a t c h a p t e r 3 : 7 r e a d s i n t h e f o l l o w i n g w a y , " F o r
e v e r y s p e c i e s o f w i l d b e a s t a s u e l l a s b i r d a n d c r e e p i n g
t h i n g a n d s e a c r e a t u r e i s t o b e t a m e d a n d h a s b e e n t a m e d b y
h u m a n k i n d " , ( i t g o e s o n t o s a y t h a t t h e o n l y t h i n g t h a t c a n ¬
no t be tamed i s the human tongue l ) Th is , and o the r po in ts to
uh ich a t ten t i on has been d rawn , uou ld seem to sugges t tha t
t h e r e i s n o t h i n g w r o n g u i t h t a m i n g , t r a i n i n g o r u s i n g fl y i n g
c r e a t u r e s i n t h e h u n t f o r f o o d ,
s e l v e s ,
fo r uan ton k i l l i ng . Nor wou ld one uan t to keep them as "mag¬
n i fi c e n t c a p t i v e s " ,
t h e i r n a t u r a l i n s t i n c t s i n t h e fl i g h t a n d c h a s e f o r u h i c h
t h e y u e r e c r e a t e d , a n d f o r m a n ’ s g r e a t p l e a s u r e a n d e n j o y ¬
m e n t .

1 3 t h n a y , 1 9 8 4 .

u a s t o b e l e t e s o a p e i n o r d e r
p r e v e n t a n y d a n g e r o f w i p i n g o u t

y o u n g ,

( n a t t h e u 1 0 : 2 9 ) u h i o h i n -

e i t h e r f o r t h e m o r o u r -

p r o v i d i n g i t i s d o n e i n a r e a s o n a b l e m a n n e r a n d n o tT h e r e a r e m a n y B i b l i c a l r e f e r e n c e s t o h u n t i n g , a n d t h e w o r d
l i k e w o r d s a r e m e n t i o n e d s o m e 3 0 t i m e s . I s a a c , u h o u a s a

r e v e r e d p a t r i a r c h , s e n t h i s s o n E s a u o u t h u n t i n g u i t h h i s
b o w f o r s o m e v e n i s o n ( G e n e s i s 2 7 : 3 ) . T h e n t h e r e a r e m a n y
f e r e n c e s t o t h e c a t c h i n g o f b i r d s a n d fi s h i n n e t s , s h o u i n g
t h a t t h i s u a s q u i t e a n a c c e p t a b l e p r o f e s s i o n . A l s o , s e v e r a l
o f t h e a p o s t l e s u e r e fi s h e r m e n a n d t h i s u o u l d p r o b a b l y u p ¬
s e t t h e L e a g u e a g a i n s t c r u e l s p o r t s , t h e a n t i - b l o o d s p o r t s
campaigners uho are about to disrupt angling matches throug¬
h o u t t h i s c o u n t r y .

There is only one recorded instance of where aman uas kept
al ive by birds, and that uas Eli jah the prophet. He uas east
of the Jordan when some ravens brought him bread and meat in

and the evening (1 Kings 17:l/6) for some days,
e a g l e o w l ,
o c c u r s o m e

o r

b u t e x e r c i s i n g a n d l e t t i n g t h e m u s er e -

● ■■■ m -

I ■ ' JS ' / /

t h e m o r n i n g

It is surprising to learn hou often the eagle,
falcon and birds of prey are referred to. They
forty times in avariety of ways, describing their farsight¬
edness their intell igence, and the training of their young

’ 32 :11 ) . The Heb rew wo rd f o r t he f a l con i s
t h i n k d e r i v e s f r o m a r o o t w o r d m e a n i n g

N o f a l c o n e r u o u l d d i s a g r e e u i t h t h i s
( D e u t e r o n o m y
" n e t s " , u h i c h s o m e
" t o s h i n e o r s p a r k l e " .
d e fi n i t i o n . 'a'

t h e B o o k o f J o b 3 9 : 2 6i n t e r e s t i n g r e f e r e n c e i n ^
a n d s p r e a d i n g i t s w i n g s t o t h e

a nT h e r e i s
t o t h e f a l c o n
s o u t h w i n d " .
southward migrat ion

h i s w i n g s

" s o a r i n g u p
This is understood by some to refer to the

,as the Jerusa lem B ib le pu ts i t ,
t o t r a v e l s o u t h " , u h i c h c e r t a i n l y t a k e s

however, bel ieve that the text descr ibes the
in to the on-coming w ind , and by the power o f

a s c e n d i n g h i g h e r a n d h i g h e r .

o r

" s p r e a d s
p l a c e .
b i r d a s
i t s w i n g s

O t h e r s ,
t u r n i n g

fl y i n g i n t o i t .
H e a r t y g r e e t i n g s t o o u r n e w m e m b e r , w a r t i m e R . A . F. S q u a d r o n
L e a d e r K e n n e t h A . P e r k i n s , u h o h a s r e c e n t l y s i g n e d - o n t o
b e c o m e a m e m b e r o f t h e W e l s h H a w k i n g C l u b , H e l i v e s h e r e i n
L e a m i n g t o n , a n d i t i s a w o n d e r t h a t u e h a v e n o t m e t b e f o r e ,
u h i c h s h o w s t h e w o r l d i s n o t a l w a y s a s s m a l l a p l a c e a s
s o m e t i m e s s a y i t i s .
K e n n e t h P e r k i n s b e g a n h a w k i n g b e f o r e t h e w a r u h e n h e u a s

t o g i v e u s i s t h a t i f a
c h e e t a h , fi s h i n g r o d ,

j t he Good Book appea rs
t o h u n t u i t h a g u n , h o u n d s ,

n e e d s t o e x e r c i s e c a r e t h a t h e d o e s
" l u s t f o r k i l l i n g " . T h e r e h a v e b e e n

T h e w a r n i n g
p e r s o n i s
h a w k s o r

n o t

u e

u h a t e v e r , h e
gradually develop a
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stat ioned in Northern Ireland. He uas also stat ioned in^
Yo r k s h i r e . H e h a s h a d a l m o s t a l l o f t h e s p e c i e s o f h u n t i n g
bi rds that th is country can provide. In Northern I re land he
kneu most of the peregrine eyries and observed thesebirds
u i th in te res t . In Yorksh i re he success fu l l y hunted w i th
merlins. He has kept buzzards and also obtained for himself
a g o l d e n e a g l e f r o m A u s t r i a .

Donna-a love story
B Y J O E D E E N .

During the war he fleu uith the R.A.F. in North and East
Africa, and also in Burma uhere he uas shot doun ®
Japanese plane, but luckily did not fall into Japanese an s
He is not able to practise falconry in his present situa
tion, but he has told me that he uishes to joro usb e h a l f o f o u r m e m b e r s IO n t h ea t t e n d m e e t i n g s o f o u r c l u b ,
o f f e r o u r n e u f r i e n d a u a r m a n d c o m r a d e l y u e c o m e . y

L o r a n t d e B a s t y a i .

Lost hawk-Happy ending
B Y H A R R Y R O B I N S O N .

S a t u r d a y A p r i l 2 8 t h . R e c e i v e d a r e p o r t o f a h a u k u i t h b e l l s
on flying around asmall village called Spurstou, uhich is
near to Beeston Cast le , Cheshi re. Iuent to invest igate but
d i d n ’ t s e e a n y t h i n g t h a t d a y .

p h o n e c a l l t o s a yf r i e n d T e r r y h a d a[ M o n d a y A p r i l 3 0 t h .
the bird uas again at afarm at Spurstou. Ipicked Terry up
a n d t h i s t i m e u e u e r e l u c k y , i t u a s s t i l l _ t h e r e . I t t u r n e d

c o m p l e t e u i t h t r a n s m i t t e r, I c a u g h t i t
by the uinding up mkhod on apegged doun dead chick. SheuL in good feather, but alittle thin. Took her home and
put button jesses through her false almeri anklets: She had^ aviary bred ring and the D.D.E. ring. Terry informed

Tuesday Hay 1st,

fl y

t o b e a k e s t r e l ,o u t

o n a n

t h e D . O . E , o n
M i n f h A m a n ' p h o n e d t o s a y h e h a d r e -

Thursday morning_^ m^-t-he L)~0 Eabout the lost kestrel uhichceived aletter from e□.0.L.^
belonged to his ^on. hy- ^ g l o o m y p l a c e
safe -d̂ sound. Hê saxd̂ theî ^ ̂

I t o o h a v e h a d m y l o s s e s .

n o t e m i s s i n g t o e .

P h o t o g r a p h b y T i m U i l l i a m s ,

D o n n a

s i n c e
f a l c o n e r s

After the ban on al l birds imported into this country due to
the French turkey business uas lifted in flarch ’83, John
Buckner uent to Germany to collect three female goshauks.
One o f t he th ree , "Donna" ,
f r i e n d S i e g l i n d e K o h l e r .
I u a s

u h i l e fl y i n g o v e r t h e E a s t e r h o l i -
d o u b t d u e t o t h e l o v e l yh a d l o s t t h e k e s t r e l

u h e n i t u e n t o n
h a d ,

T h e y
d a y
u e a t h e r

n ot h e s o a r .

u a s a g i f t t o m e f r o m a v e r y g o o dt h a t a f t e r n o o n a n d t o o k t h e i r l i t t l e
f o r t h e m t h e r e g i s t r a t i o nt o p i c k i t u p

, h o m e r e j o i c i n g ,
u e l l u o r t h u h i l e .

T h e y c a m e
k e s t r e l ,
p roved
T h e k e s t r e l u a s

r e l e a s e d .

s oM" B o u

t o b e
o n p i n s a n d n e e d l e s t h e u h o l e o f t h e t i m e t h a t s h e u a s

q u a r a n t i n e , t h e n u h e n t h e r e l e a s e d a y c a m e I h a d a ’ p h o n e
call from John to come and pick my bird up. Imust have
broken all records as Idashed up the motoruay to John’s
home. The feelings Ihad uhen Isau Donna uere amixture of
exc i tement and d ismay because uhen 1 looked a t her fee t I
c o u l d s e e t h a t s h e
l e f t f o o t ,

1 n

found approximately sixty miles from uhere
i t u a s

t o e o n h e ru a s m i s s i n g h a l f o f h e r m i d d l e
I t h o u g h t t h a t t h i s h a n d i c a p c o u l d a f f e c t h e r
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f o o t i n g p o w e r s — I w a s n e v e r m o r e w r o n g i n m y l i f e . D o n n a ' s t o t a l b a g f o r t h e * 8 3 - * 8 4 s e a s o n i s 7 3 h e a d . I h a v e
h a d l o t s o f g r e a t f u n a n d a l s o a l o t o f h e a r t a t t a c k s w i t h
t h i s w o n d e r f u l b i r d , a n d c a n o n l y t h a n k f r o m t h e b o t t o m o f
my hea r t my ve ry good f r i end John Buckne r f o r co l l ec t i ng he r
f o r m e . S p e c i a l t h a n k s a r e a l s o d u e t o S i e g l i n d e K o h l e r f o r
g i v i n g h e r t o m e , I o f t e n g e t a c c u s e d b y m y w i f e o f t h i n k i n g
m o r e o f D o n n a t h a n I d o o f h e r , b u t I a l w a y s t e l l h e r t h a t I
l o v e t h e m b o t h e q u a l l y - b e s i d e s I w o u l d l i k e t o s e e m y
m i s s u s c a t c h i n g r a b b i t s ' .

I t w a s t o o l a t e t h a t s e a s o n t o t r y h e r o u t b e c a u s e t h e
m o u l t w a s u p o n u s , I m o u l t e d h e r o u t o n a s c r e e n p e r c h i n
m y g a r a g e a n d a l l d u r i n g t h a t t i m e I c o u l d n ' t g e t o v e r h e r
t a m e n e s s . S h e n e v e r s e e m e d t o w a n t t o b a t e a n d a s s o o n a s I
put her food at her feet she would snatch i t straight away,

at the peak of the moult when she was as high as she
could possibly get. The moult seemed to be over very quickly
and the t ime came to p i ck he r up and t ra in he r.

e v e n

A t fi r s t she behaved i n t he usua l way, he r w ings and beak
would open and she would bate afew times, then after the
first night of carriage (l always man my hawks at night) she
seemed to give up and succumb to training. Only
later she was flying free, incredible but true.^I invited
John Buckner and Lawrence Workman out for a

could get her entered.lt was only about fifteen
minutes after we had started hawking that she flew the very
first rabbit she had seen in Britain. She was just beaten ^
by cover and five minutes later she took her first rabbit in
fine style laying to rest any fears of hermissing toe caus¬
ing any problems. In fact she seemed to grip better with
t h a t f o o t t h a n w i t h t h e o t h e r .

I hope nex t season t ha t Donna ' s acc iden t r a te goes down
though. This season she was crabbed by another hawk in Nov¬
ember and had he r ches t p i e r ced by i t . I had to pu t he r down
f o r a m o n t h b e c a u s e s h e h a d h e r a i r - s a c i n f e c t e d , I fl e w h e r
a f t e r t h e m o n t h w a s u p a n d s h e w a s n o n e t h e w o r s e f o r w e a r .
T h e n e x t a c c i d e n t w a s a n o t h e r s q u i r r e l b i t e , b u t t h i s t i m e
Ihad abottle of iodine in my pocket which Iapplied immedi¬
ately, this time stopping all infection. Then came the chase
o f a p h e a s a n t i n w h i c h s h e fl e w s t r a i g h t i n t o t h e o n l y o v e r ¬
h a n g i n g b r a n c h i n a h e d g e r o w a n d k n o c k e d h e r s e l f o u t - a
m i l l i o n t o o n e s h o t . Yo u c a n i m a g i n e h o w I f e l t w h e n I a p p r o ¬
ached her, Ithought she was dead then she suddenly jumped
o p , s h o o k h e r h e a d a n d j u m p e d o n t o t h e fi s t a p p a r e n t l y u n ¬
m o v e d b y t h i s e p i s o d e , b a t i n g a t t h e v e r y n e x t r a b b i t t h a t
c a m e i n t o v i e w . T h e l a s t a c c i d e n t c a m e a s s h e fl e w t o w a r d s a
hedge row i n pu r su i t o f a rabb i t when she go t caugh t up on a
barbed wi re fence, r ipp ing her wing. Th is fina l acc ident
h a p p e n e d a b o u t a m o n t h b e f o r e I u s u a l l y p u t h e r d o w n t o
m o u l t , s o I w i l l n o w w a i t t o s e e w h a t n e x t s e a s o n b r i n g s .
Ou r c l ub ve t fla l co lm Mor r i s mus t be p l eased t o hea r t h i s
n e w s , I t h i n k h e g o t a b i t s i c k o f s e e i n g m e l a s t s e a s o n .
A l l Ihope is that Ihave the p leasure o f see ing Donna
hunting for many years to come. She does not need me when
she is hunting -Iam just aspectator. She has taught me a
lot about goshawks, but Imust not make the mistake of being
over-confident with her because as \je all know we should nor

hawks fo r g ran ted . Long l i ve Donna .

t h a t w e

That first season Ihad such an exceptional time hawking
that Iuas parmanently on cloud nine. Donna's total bag for
the 'B2-'83 season uas 186 head. This large bag uas due to
the marvellous holiday in Scotland organised by 3ohn Buckneruh^rrabbits were very plentiful, and also because Iuasofr^ork for four months and hauked quarry at least four□rr worK TO r a b b i t p o p u l a t i o n w a s v e r y g o o dd a y s a w e e k . L u c k i l y t o o

- T h a n k G o o d n e s s .i n m y o w n a r e a
Th=H(-n stoD flying her in December because she got bittenIhad t P f o o t t u r n e d s e p t i c . D n c e a g a i n t h e
mLlt̂ camrand uent quickly and the '83-’84 season uas uponThP hiohlight of the season, Scotland, uas only afort-
ninht Lay Ihad such ahard job getting ueight off herLiLtimLbecause ue had abit of aheatuave in South Uales
and of course she uould not bate so it took me ten days
this t ime to fly her free.
TKo first season she flew at 21bs 4ozs, this season she flew

f9lhs 6^ozs, very heavy for aGerman goshawk. Her obedi-
^Pis remarkable, distance is no object and her sighting

are exceptional. One flight that comes to mind
i n S c o t l a n d . L a w r e n c e U o r k m a n a n d I w e r e

u s

t a k e o u r

D o n n a ' s Q u a r r y T a l l y .

1 S q u i r r e l
1 S t o a t
1 F i e l d m o u s e

4 V a r i o u s
T o t a l

5 6 R a b b i t s
4 P h e a s a n t s
4 l i i a t e r h e n s
1 G u l l
1 T e a l

w a s

p o w e r s

^*^?kinq alongside amoor when Donna's head went up like a
^^riscope: Dorkie said "She's seen something, let her go",
P® .that it would be agrouse. Iobeyed his request and
^ff^she went, flying lou just clipping the heather with her

sShe kept going until she was almost out of sight
uhen suddenly she raked up and dropped like astone,
n n i t h e b u g g e r l " c a m e
?he moor wondering what the hell she had got now. Uhen I
made in Iuas very surprised to see she had clobbered a

7 3 h e a d .

S h e ' s
t h e s h o u t f r o m U o r k i e , I r a n a c r o s s

r a b b i t .



y a r d s a y a y D a i s y m a d e a m a d d a s h a n d g r a b b u t t h e h a r e s a y
h e r j u s t i n t i m e a n d j i n k e d a s i d e a n d s h e m i s s e d , l a n d i n g
a g a i n . T h e h a r e h e a d e d f o r t h e h e d g e y h i c h y a s a b o u t 2 5
y a r d s a y a y a n d o n r e a c h i n g i t s t o p p e d a n d s a t u p , l o o k i n g
a r o u n d a s t h o u g h i t y a s v e r y p l e a s e d y i t h i t s e l f f o r f o o l i n g
t h e h a y k . A s s o o n a s i t s t o p p e d D a i s y y a s o f f a g a i n , a n d t h e
h a r e , d e c i d i n g t h a t d i s c r e t i o n u a s t h e b e t t e r p a r t o f v a l -

d i v / e d t h r o u g h t h e h e d g e c l o s e l y f o l l o u e d b y t h e h a y k .

My F i r s t Hare
B Y n i K E C L O U E S .

o u r ,
I y a s r u n n i n g a c r o s s t h e fi e l d u h i l e a l l t h i s y a s g o i n g o n ,
a n d y h e n n e i t h e r h a y k n o r h a r e a p p e a r e d o n t h e f a r s i d e o f
t h e h e d g e I p u t o n a s p u r t . I h a d a b o u t 2 0 y a r d s t o g o y h e n
I h e a r d t h e h o a r s e c o u g h o f a h a r e c o m i n g f r o m t h e f a r s i d e
o f t h e h e d g e . I s u d d e n l y b e c a m e b i o n i c . I c l e a r e d t h e r e ¬
maining yards in acouple of seconds and dived through the
hedge at the point yhere the hayk and hare had vanished. On
t h e o t h e r s i d e y a s a d e e p d i t c h h a l f f u l l o f y a t e r . T h e y
yere bo th in the d i tch . The hauk had one foo t fi rmly embed¬
ded in the harems back and y i th the other she yas ho ld ing
onto the side of the bank to prevent sl iding into the yater.
The hare yas yelling and kicking and thay yere both yet
through. Daisy seemed relieved to see me, and after Ihad
quickly despatched the hare she yas reyarded yith the bigg¬
est crop she’s ever had of yarm hare meat.

I h a v e b e e n h a y k i n g n o y f o r fi f t e e n y e a r s . I h a v e fl o y n t i e r ¬
c e l G o s h a y k s , o n e
e n d . S p a r s , l ^ u s k e t s , b u t n o t h i n g l a r g e e n o u g h t o t a k e a h a r e
e x c e p t a H a y k E a g l e y h i c h u o u l d n e v e r t r y o n e . A t t h e e n d o f
Augus t IDBS Ibough t an av ia r y b red f ema le Red -Ta i l ed Hauk .
I c o l l e c t e d h e r t h e v e r y d a y s h e c a m e o u t o f a s e c l u s i o n
a v i a r y a f t e r a l o n g t r a i n j o u r n e y t o t h e s o u t h o f E n g l a n d . I
t o o k h e r o u t o f t h e b o x i n t h e B r i t i s h R a i l p a r c e l s o f fi c e
t o c h e c k h e r o v e r a n d i t y a s l o v e a t fi r s t s i g h t ,
y h a t I t h i n k i s c a l l e d a l i g h t p h a s e d h a u k a n d s h e l o o k e d
b e a u t i f u l . S h e y a s n o t q u i t e a s l a r g e a s I h a d e x p e c t e d , i n
f a c t y h e n I u e i g h e d h e r t h e f o l l o u i n g d a y s h e y a s 2 1 b s 1 2 o z s .
( \ l o y I h a v e a l u a y s y a n t e d a R e d t a i l , a n d I a m o f t h e o p i n i o n
t h a t i f a h a y k fl i e s a t m u c h o v e r 2 1 b s t h e n i t c a n c a t c h
h a r e s i f i t s g o t u h a t i t t a k e s p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y . I s p e n t a l o t
o f t i m e y i t h t h e R e d t a i l , I c a l l e d h e r D a i s y b y t h e y a y b e ¬
c a u s e

hauk . Be fo re l ong she yas fly ing to me and she even tua l l y
fl e y f r e e a t 2 1 b s 6 o z s .

f e m a l e G o s h a u k y h i c h c a m e t o a n u n t i m e l y

S h e y a s

I t h o u g h t m a y b e t h e s o f t e r t h e n a m e t h e h a r d e r t h e This yas in December and Daisy’s ueight yhen she took the
hare uas 21bs 8ozs. Ue'ue only seen one hare since and she
uas kicked of it, but I'm hoping that this hare uill be one
o f m a n y y i t h ’ D a i s y ’ .fi r s t r a b b i t y a s a t a n e a r b y a i r fi e l d u h e r e a r a b b i tH e r

b o l t e d i n t h e l o n g g r a s s a n d d i s a p p e a r e d a r o u n d t h e c o r n e r o f
a l a r g e r h o d o d e n d r o n p a t c h . D a i s y y a s o f f t h e fi s t i n a fl a s h
a n d r a p i d l y v a n i s h e d a f t e r t h e r a b b i t b e h i n d t h e b u s h . I
c o u l d n ’ t s e e h e r b e i n g a b l e t o c a t c h t h e b u n n y b e f o r e i t
r e a c h e d c o v e r, b u t t h e r e y a s a s u d d e n c r a s h f o l l o u e d b y a
squeal and yhen Iran round the corner she had afirm grip

r a b b i t j u s t i n s i d e t h e b u s h u h e r e s h e ’ d p i l e d i n . A f t e r
s h e h a d m o r e r a b b i t s a n d s o m e m o o r h e n a n d a f t e r s e v e r a l

A d d e n d u m .

Since uriting about the hare Daisy has taken another first
for me. At the end of January she fl^u very hard after a
partridge, follouing it out of sight, Ifound her 250 yardsauay in ahedge bottom uhere Ipresume she grabbed it uhen
i t p u t i n .

o n

t h e
that .
attempts at squirrels, yhich she messed up by going for the

t a i l i n s t e a d o f t h e o t h e r e n d , s h e c a u g h t a f u l l g r o u n
y h i c h m a n a g e d t o g e t i n a c r a f t y b i t e o n h e r h e a d b e f o r e

k i l l e d i t . T h i s u a s m y fi r s t s q u i r r e l a n d a l t h o u g h s h e ’ s
s e v e r a l m o r e e x c e l l e n t s q u i r r e l fl i g h t s s i n c e u e h a v e n ’ t
c a u g h t a n o t h e r .

b u s h y

Just athoughtg r e y
s h e
h a d

I a h a u k t h a t , n o m a t t e r h o y c a r e f u l l y
i t s l egs and fee t be ing t ouched .

y e t S o m e t i m e s o n e a c q u i r e s
h a n d l e d , o b j e c t s t o -
If this is the case, obviously Aylmeri are out and regret-
fully traditional jesses must be used.

T i _ ● 1 ^ F i \ / i n o a b i r d t h a t u a s a b i t f r e e u i t h
its^fret' ufs fo closo^the jess slits uith small cable ties.ThiQ .. i’ 1 1 a n d r a n b e d o n e u i t h o n e h a n d i f t h e t i e s
have been'half closed already. The protruding^ thenquickly snipped off, as is the uhole cable tie at the end of
t h e d a y .

l a t e r I u a s o u t a t a l o c a l f a r m u h e n I s a u a l a r g e
pno into afield some distance ayay. Iyalked across and

hpn Daisy bated Ithought she’d seen something so Ilet her
She hadn’t and she uent up alarge tree in ahedge.

H°*'ded to ualk the hedge uith the dog and Ihad just reached
ruhere Iuas considering calling her doun uhen, uith

^ nf her head, she set off across the field. I looked in
rpction she uas heading and sau the hare 100 yards

nnino strong. Daisy caught up uith the hare about 200
auay g and after three at tempts to bind to i t she landed
yards ® some uay ahead of the hare. The hare, yhich had
u. ^^^nnUino around like astar rugby foruard, obviously lost
s^ht̂ ^of her and ran straight at her. Uhen it uas about 5

Tu o y e e k s

I
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O w i n g t o d i f fi c u l t c o n d i t i o n s c a u s e d b y i n t e n s i v e a g r i c u l ¬
t u r e o v e r t h e l a s t f e w y e a r s t h i s b i r d S w o o p y p o p s h a s b a g g e d
o n l y a m o d e s t s c o r e , b u t t h e q u a l i t y o f t h e fl i g h t s h a s b e e n
h i g h . A l t h o u g h o n l y o f a v e r a g e w e i g h t ( 8 ^ o z s ) s h e i s v e r y
s t rong and draws b lood (mine ’ . ) more eas i ly than any o f my
o t h e r s p a r s . U n l i k e m o s t s p a r s , w h i c h h a v e d i f fi c u l t y i n
b r e a k i n g i n t o a p i g e o n ’ s s k u l l , s h e j u s t t e a r s i t u p a l m o s t

I o n c e l o s t h e r f o r s i x d a y s a n d
when I found her got her back qu i te eas i ly -weigh ing ^more
t h a n w h e n s h e w a s l o s t . N o t o n l y t h a t b u t s h e w a s a s t a m e a s
i f I h a d j u s t p i c k e d h e r u p f r o m h e r p e r c h ( s h e i s t a m e r
t h a n a v e r a g e ) , t h u s d i s p r o v i n g t h e t h e o r y t h a t a c c i p i t e r s g o
w i l d i n o n l y a f e w d a y s .
I h a v e a s t a r s y s t e m f o r m y k i l l s , a n d t h e m a l l a r d i s d o w n
i n m y b o o k a s m y o n l y d o u b l e s t a r k i l l ( t h e fl i g h t a t p a r t ¬
r i d g e d e s c r i b e d i n E . B . M i t c h e l l s ’ ’ A r t a n d P r a c t i c e o f H a w k -

is not quite good enough to rate one star). Detai ls of
ki l ls are made as they happen, with conscious effort to

avoid exaggerat ion and obtain maximum accuracy. Atai l fea¬
the r f r om each k i l l i s s tuck i n t he book as a t rophy. I r ec¬
ommend the system to other fa lconers; memory can be very mis¬
leading when recounting details years later.
Spars have been very underestimated in the past but now
other birds are hard to come by they may be coming into their
o w n a n d w i l l b e m o r e a p p r e c i a t e d . T h e y a r e s u f fi c i e n t l y c o m ¬
mon now that there is no sensible reason why they should not
be avai lable for the asking to falconers competent to handle
them. Ihope the c lub wi l l make representa t ions to th is
e f f ec t t o t he app rop r i a te au tho r i t i es . I t i s annoy ing t o
think that the number shot every year would suffice to supply
B r i t i s h f a l c o n e r s a h u n d r e d t i m e s o v e r .

So here’s to Swoopypops, the pint which not only thinks its
® q u a r t b u t h a s p r o v e d i t l

O u t f o r a d u c k !
B Y M I C H A E L U A L S B Y.

e a s i l y a s a r e d h e a d .T h e s e t t i n g s u n c a s t a a sIt was afine evening in mid-October. a .
golden glow as Iheaded across pasture towards the last re-

hop ing fo r achance a t par t r idge
f e w p a r t r i d g e a b o u t t h i s y e a r

a l a r g e a n d i n c o n v e n i e n t l y
I w o u l d b e l u c k y e v e n t o

i n t e r m e w e d e y a s s f e m -

m a i n i n g s t u b b l e fi e l d ,
b e f o r e d a r k . T h e r e w e r e v e r y
a n d t h e y w e r e u s u a l l y h i d i n g i n
s i t u a t e d fi e l d o f s u g a r b e e t ,

. O n m y fi s t s a t S w o o p y p o p s , m y
s o

s e e o n e

a l e s p a r .
A s w e m a d e o u r w a y a c r o s s
a r d d e s c e n d e d s t e e p l y f r o m t h e s k y m

t h e fi e l d a l a r g e fl i g h t o f m a i l ¬
o r d e r t o f e e d i n t h e

stubbirabout ioryards'auay. Suoopypops uatched them keenly
as they alighted and Icould^see she was interested. As she
h a d r e c e n t l y m a d e a c o u p l e

i n g

□ f Q o o d fl i g h t s a t m a l l a r d I d e c -
ided^triTt^ergo: 'thoLgh not seriously expecting to catch
o n e .

Darting from the fist with that straight, purposeful flight?hey hLe when they mean business she flew low over the^^1,-Hnnn most of the way to conserve energy. As she""̂ t̂o ciea t̂hrbLbL wLe Lnce her bell, though far be-!hi=r^no alerted the flock 50 yards further out in
the stubble, and she put on aspurt to dash right into the

t h e y t o o k o f f .

t h a t

m i d d l e o f t h e m a s
c o u l d n o t f o l l o w d e t a i l s a m o n g t h e

s t r i c k e n b i r d s , b u t a s t h e a i r
o f d i s t a n c e IB e c a u s e

'̂ 'I’̂ arPd'̂ it̂ bLame'̂ apparent that something had happened.?^®tped of clearLg off, most of the ducks and afew crows
circled and hovered about 50 feet over the spot, quackingan^cawing anxiously, and Icould faintly make °ut someana cawr g s t u b b l e . I r a n t o w a r d s t h e m , a n d t h e c r o w s
movement movement , wh ich by now had reso lved

into flapping wings and rolling bodies. The strugg-
L-rHs became more apparent as Idrew closer and the

a n d d u c k s r e t r e a t e d , m u c h t o m y r e - Emphasis On Eaglesl i n g
h o v e r i n g o f c r o w sm a s s

l i e f .

limbed the fence Icould clearly see the hawk gripping^ s t u b b l e a n d a p p a r e n t l y w e l l i n c o n t r o l ,
dbeen anxious moments when Ifeared the crows would

^off but now, as Imade in cautiously, Icould
. . u m o s u r o r i s e t h a t t h e q u a r r y w a s a h u g e d r a k e . I h a d

uith som l ikely that she would choose aduck. Afew
thought 1 ^ (^3^d fastened on the mallard and after I

ni ster ed the coup de grace it was all over. The hawk
triumphantly pluming its quarry and we were alone in

Rent feathers bore tes t imony to the feroc i ty o f
the ; T i ^ i i i i j a s a fi n e h e a l t h y d r a k e m a l l a r d
the t h e c r o p w a s e m p t y , s t i l l t u r n e d t h e s c a l e s

2 1 b s 9 o z I

B Y M A R T I N H O L L I N S H E A D .
A s I c
h e r p r e y
T h e r e I
d r i ^ 6 h e r

i n t h e blowing hard as the three eagles were cast off
A l l t h r e e w e n t w i t h t h e

T h e u i n d
out over the steep—sided valley. c ’ f
wind and were quickly out of sight round the hillside. I; ir-teen minutes or so later they came into view, agreat dist¬
ance away at about 3,000 feet.

w a s

s e e

The eagles, aGreater Spotted and male and female Uhite-tail-
ed Sea Eagles, were moving slowly back to the area wherethey were released. At this point the female Sea Eagle broke
away and started to gain height. Higher and higher she wenr

H o w h i g h s h e w e n t i s i m -l o n g e r b e s e e n .u n t i l s h e c o u l d
p o s s i b l e t o s a y .

n ow t i i c h ,
a t a h e f t y
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f a l cone r f o r many yea rs and uas f r i end t o t he l a t e Renz
U a l l e r . O n t h e u a l l i n h i s s t u d y h a n g s a p i c t u r e t a k e n o f
h i m s e l f u i t h t h e f a m o u s G e r m a n f a l c o n e r .

X

i f r

I -
■

C-;:. >

- V I

F e m a l e U h i t e T a i l e d S e a E a g l e .

P h o t o g r a p h b y M a r t i n H o l l i n s h e a d .

E v e n t u a l l y t h e b i r d s u e r e c a l l e d d o u n b y t h r e e f a l c o n e r s ,
d i r e c t l y t o t h e fi s t . L a s t i n u a s t h e b i g f e m a l e w h o s e e m e d
to appear f rom nouhere . Doun she came, s teep and inc red ib ly
f a s t , a t t h e l a s t m o m e n t d r o p p i n g h e r l e g s a n d f u l l y s p r e a d -

t h o s e h u g e u i n g s a s s h e h i t t h e a r m o f h e r y o u n g t r a i n e r .

■ *

I ■ T

i n g
●

T h i s u a s t h e l a s t d e m o n s t r a t i o n o f t h e d a y a t t h e " U i l d f r e i -
H e l l e n t h a l " , a G e r m a n f a l c o n r y c e n t r e s e t i n a

c a l l e d ’ ' T h e E i f e l ” ,

.■j
geh eg e
b e a u t i f u l a r e a
and varied collection of raptors but the emphasis is clearly

eagles. Bald Eagles uhere first bred at the Uildfreige-
' i g S ' I , l a t e r a p a i r u a s p r e s e n t e d t o P r e s i d e n t R e a g a

for an American breeding project. Also being bred at the
entre are Steppe Eagles, these are the Eastern race and are

therefore large birds. The adult female ueighs about 9lbs
is very dark in colour. Steppe Eagles are quite often

f o r Ta u n y E a g l e s . U i t h t h e E a s t e r n S t e p p e t h e r e
m i s t a k e , I o n c e h a d a m a l e o f 7 l b s .

T h e c e n t r e h a s a l a r g e

o n
1 n nh e g e -

V

m i s t a k e n
s h o u l d b e n o

n u m b e r o f d i s p l a y s a t t h e c e n t r e t h r o u g h o u t t h e
s o m e o f t h e o t h e r b i r d s s u c h a s t h e G o l d e n

a r e a

Thisgi'^®® .
nd the Grey Eagle Buzzard (Geranoaetus Melanoleucus)

to "stretch their uings". Obviously flying so many
^this type of terrain day after day, nou and again

ijrong. I t a l 6 o n o n e p a r t i c u l a r o c c a s i o n a S e a
tastray uhile being floun. This bird uas eventu—
dto someone's home. This person refused to

bir^back until the police were called,
t h e c e n t r e , H e r r N e i s t e r s , h a s b e e n a

T h e r e
d a y.
E a g l e
a c h a n c e

a

b i r d s i n
T u o p h o t o g r a p h s o f y o u n g B a l d E a g l e s t a k e n a t t h e

U i l d f r e i g e h e g e H e l l e n t h a l " b y M a r t i n H o l l i n s h e a d .
t h i n g s g o
E a g l e
a l l y

t
g i v e

t h e

T h e d i r e c t o r o f
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a n d i f y o u d o n ’ t k n o u i t ’ s t h e r e , y o u s o o n u i l l u h e n i t
f a l l s o n t o t h e fl o o r o f t h e b r o o d y h o u s e .

A t a b o u t t h e s e v e n t e e n t h d a y o f i n c u b a t i o n I a l u a y s r e m o v e
t h e e g g s a n d fl o a t e a c h o f t h e m f o r a b o u t fi f t e e n s e c o n d s
i n l u k e w a r m w a t e r , H a r r i s ' s e g g s a r e a l m o s t i m p o s s i b l e t o
c a n d l e s o I p r e f e r t o fl o a t t h e m a s t h i s a l l o w s t h e e g g t o
a b s o r b e n o u g h m o i s t u r e t o c a r r y i t t h r o u g h t h e s e c o n d h a l f
o f t h e i n c u b a t i o n p e r i o d .
N o t h i n g f u r t h e r i s d o n e t o t h e e g g s u n t i l t h e y p i p , w h e n
t h e y a r e t h e n r e m o v e d t o t h e h a t c h e r .

Raptor Eggs &Broody Hens
B Y S T U A R T W I L K I N S O N .

Uhen Ifi rs t s tar ted breed ing fa lcons and hawks e ight years
ago, incubators were large and expensive and cash was short
so Idecided to use broody chickens to s i t the eggs that the
falcons and hawks were laying. Nowadays everyone it seems is

a r t i fi c i a l i n c u b a t i o n o f r a p t o r e g g s u s i n g v a r i o u s
w i t h s a t i s f a c t o r y r e s u l t s .

U h e n t h e l a s t o f t h e c l u t c h h a s p i p p e d , g i v e t h e b r o o d y o n e
c h i c k e n e g g t h a t h a s b e e n i n c u b a t e d f o r a b o u t t e n d a y s . T h e
b r o o d y w i l l ’ f e e l ’ m o v e m e n t i n t h i s e g g a n d w i l l r e m a i n
b r o o d y u n t i l t h e n e x t c l u t c h o f H a r r i s ’ s e g g s i s r e a d y t o g o
under her. Using this method we can keep abroody going for
about twelve weeks, normal ly incubat ing three clutches of
e g g s i n t h i s t i m e . A l s o , b y u s i n g t h i s m e t h o d y o u n e e d n o t
le t the female Harr is s i t on the comple ted c lu tch , jus t
take them away as soon as the last egg is laid.

i n t o t h e

t y p e s o f i n c u b a t o r s . n o t a l w a y s

To my mind agood broody hen uill beat an incubator everytime. Hou many club members each year put their vluable
lann;r or Harris eggs into their expensive incubator and
then spend the next four ueeks or so worrying themselvessick about temperatures, humidity, weight loss, and in my

f a i l u r e s ? T h e n a f e w d a y s b e f o r e h a t c h i n g t h e
a b o u t a n d t h e y a r e w a i t i n g f o r t h e fi r s t
and sudden l y eve ry th i ng s t ops , t he ch i cks

s h e l l s e i t h e r b e f o r e o r j u s t a f t e r p i p p i n g . A
m u s h y ’ o r h a v e u n r e t r a c -

o w n c a s e p o w e r
e g g s a r e m o v i , n g

t o a p p e a r
d i e i n t h e i r l

Hatchability is 100^ with no problem chicks. Obviously you
should never allow the broody to hatch the eggs herself as
she wi l l a lmost invar iably squash the chicks as they hatch-
young hawks are not ac t ive as are young ch ickens wh ich can
m o v e o u t o f t h e w a y o f t h o s e l a r g e f e e t .

p i p

of those that do hatch are ^ ,
l a c k v i t a l i t y . T h e w h o l e t h i n g i s h e a r t -

I h e a r t h e s e s a m e p r o b l e m s .
n u m b e r
t e d y o l k s a c s o r
b r e a k i n g b u t e v e r y y e a r
iinHnubtedly, in the right hands agood incubator is aboon,hurfoLthose people who cannot afford to buy an incubator

t h e k n o w l e d g e t o o p e r a t e o n e p r o p e r l y, I w o u l d

B e l o w i s a l i s t o f s o m e o f t h e c h i c k e n s s u i t a b l e f o r b r o o d -
i n g r a p t o r e g g s .

w h o l a c k
t r y b r o o d y h e n s .

o r
L a r g e f a l c o n s - B a n t a m F u l l s i z e c h i c k e n

s a y
n u m b e r o f s u p e r b i n c u b a t o r s , b u t t h e o n l y C o c h i nTmyself have a . ● .-j ^time Iever use them is when an egg has pipped under a

broody and Iput it into the incubator to hatch,
nod broody cuts out all the hassle normally associated^■th incubators and as arule all the aforementioned prob-

are eradicated. Ensure that hens to be used as broodies
Id be exceptionally tame, some species of game bantam

^^°^very highly strung and should never be used.

L i g h t S u s s e x

R h o d e I s l a n d

A n d a l u s i a n

S m a l l F a l c o n s
S m a l l H a w k s A n d a l u s i a n

. s e t t i n g H a r r i s ’ s e g g s u n d e r a b r o o d y t h e f o l l o w i n g
^^thnd should be used. Alocking box 15” square is well

with straw (not hay) and ahandful of blue indicator
aoe l i s added th rough the s t raw. The s i l i ca ge l

that the eggs are kept as dry as possible. The
has been incubating chicken eggs in another box is

nlaced in the prepared locking box and the Harris eggs
then P^under her one by one. The box is then closed up

f,c.ntv four hours, after which the box should be opened,
hPno removed, and the hen lifted carefully off and all-

to feed drink and defecate, which will take from ten
t o h a l f a n h o u r .

H a r r i s ' s
G o s s e s
R e d t a i 1 s
B u z z a r d s
E t c .

L i g h t S u s s e x
C o c h i n

R h o d e I s l a n d

S i l k i e

fl a r a n

L i g h t S u s s e x
e n -

b r o o d y

S i l k i e

S u m a t r a G a m e .
a r e

f o r
S u m a t r a G a m e

m i n u t e s

Uhen ^
t h e b o x ,

the hen is showing clearly that she wants to return to
g e n t l y b a c k i n t o t h e b o x a n d r e p l a c e e a c h
h e n o f f t h e n e s t w i t h o u t fi r s t r e m o v i n g

o f t e n a n e g g w i l l b e t u c k e d u n d e r t h e w i n gN e v e re g g .
t h e e g g s , v e r y
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a t e l y .
h o u h e w o u l d r e a c t i n f r o n t o f a l l t h o s e p e o p l e ,
b e a u t i f u l d a y a t B u i l t h U e l l s , a n d t h e m e m b e r s s o l d a g o o d
m a n y r a f fl e t i c k e t s f o r t h e c l u b s

T h e n e x t e v e n t w a s h e l d a t C l y t h a H o u s e , R a g l a n . T h i s t i m e
o n e o f t h e m a i n a t t r a c t i o n s o n t h e p r o g r a m m e w a s R e d R u m ,
t h e f a m o u s G r a n d N a t i o n a l w i n n e r . T h e d a y w a s v e r y h o t , t o o
h o t r e a l l y f o r a fl y i n g d e m o n s t r a t i o n , b u t t h a t i s w h a t t h e
p u b l i c w a n t t o s e e .

T h e r e w a s a g o o d s e l e c t i o n o f h u n t i n g b i r d s o n t h e w e a t h e r ¬
i n g g r o u n d , a n d J o h n B u c K n e r a n d J o e D e e n w e r e o n h a n d s e l l ¬
i n g p r i n t s a n d t i e s . T h e y a l s o o r g a n i s e d a r a f fl e f o r t h e
c l u b . O n c e a g a i n I fl e w J o d i e fi r s t , t h e n J o h n B i n d i n g fl e w
a H a r r i s ' s h a w k , k i n d l y l e n t t o h i m a g a i n b y G r i f f . H e l e t
s o m e o f t h e c h i l d r e n f r o m t h e c r o w d fl y i t t o t h e i r fi s t s ,
g i v i n g a n a d d e d a t t r a c t i o n t o t h e fl y i n g d i s p l a y . I w e n t o n
n e x t w i t h B a r r i , H e d i d n ' t p u t i n m a n y s t o o p s a s i t r e a l l y
w a s t o o h o t t o fl y t h a t d a y .
T h e f o l l o w i n g o c c a s i o n w a s r e a l l y a n A g r i c u l t u r a l S h o w, h e l d
a t S t , H e l l o n s j u s t o u t s i d e o f C a r d i f f , T h i s w a s a b i g s h o w
w i t h m a n y t r a d e s t a n d s , b u t o n e o f t h e m a i n a t t r a c t i o n s
p r o v e d t o b e t b e U e l s h H a w k i n g C l u b s t a n d w h i c h h a d b e e n p u t
on by Joe Deen. He had made aboard which displayed hawking
f u r n i t u r e f o r b o t h l o n g a n d s h o r t w i n g s a n d t h i s b e a u t i f u l
c o l l e c t i o n a t t r a c t e d c o n s i d e r a b l e a t t e n t i o n t h r o u g h o u t t h e
day .

There was agood turn out of birds on the weathering ground,
o n e t h a t d r e w p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n w a s a b a r n o w l w h i c h h a d

p t i v i t y b y J o e , U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h e o r g a n i s e r s
h a d n o t a l l o w e d u s e n o u g h t i m e t o p u t o n a fl y i n g d e m o n s t r a ¬
t i o n a s t h e r e w e r e s o m a n y e v e n t s t o c o v e r d u r i n g t h e a f t e r ¬
n o o n .

T h i s h a s b e e n a s h o r t a c c o u n t o f s o m e o f t h e e v e n t s t h a t I
h a v e a t t e n d e d w h i c h h a v e b e e n c o v e r e d b y t h e U e l s h H a w k i n g
C l u b .

I s t i l l h a d a l u m p i n m y t h r o a t a s I h a d n ' t k n o w n
I t w a s a

b e n e fi t .

b e e n b r e d i n c a

O n t h e p r e v i o u s p a g e ,

B a r r i , m y l a n n e r e t .

J o d i e ,
G a m e F a i r s ,

P h o t o g r a p h s b y L y n P a l m e r .

my kestrel, stooping down to the lure at one of the
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a r r a n g e m e n t s u a s r a i s e d a n d M r , E l e y s a i d t h a t i t u a s h o p e d
t h a t g u i d e l i n e s t o c o v e r t h i s e v e n t u a l i t y w o u l d s o o n b e
a v a i l a b l e .Report on visit of Chief Wildlife

Inspector
B Y M . 3 . S H U T T L E U O R T H .

H e s a i d t h a t t h e l i c e n s i n g s t r u c t u r e u a s t o u n d e r g o c h a n g e s ,
a s w e r e t h e r e g i s t r a t i o n f e e s . A p p a r e n t l y s o m e r e g i s t e r e d
k e e p e r s w o u l d b e p l e a s a n t l y s u r p r i s e d w h e n t h i s c a m e i n t o
f o r c e

ab ly be charged fo r in the fu tu re . The Depar tment wou ld seem
t o b e c o n s i d e r i n g c h a r g i n g f e e s f o r i m p o r t a n d e x p o r t l i c ¬
ences, as was allowed for by section 1 ( 5 ) o f t h e E n d a n g e r e d
Spec ies ( impor t and Expor t ) Ac t o f 1976 , bu t wh ich have so
f a r n o t b e e n i m p o s e d . T h i s w o u l d b e t o r e c o u p t h e c o s t o f
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . T h e m e m b e r s o f " r e c o g n i s e d " o r g a n i s a t i o n s
w i l l c o n t i n u e t o b e g r a n t e d c o n c e s s i o n a r y r a t e s , h o w e v e r ,
a n y o n e l e a v i n g s u c h a n o r g a n i s a t i o n a f t e r p a y i n g o n t h e l o w -

s c a l e w o u l d b e o b l i g e d t o p a y t h e f u l l r a t e . Q u e s t i o n e d
a s p e c t w h i c h h a d b e e n m e n t i o n e d a t

o t h e r s w o u l d n o t . Q u a r r y l i c e n c e s w o u l d a l s o p r o b -
T h e m o n t h l y m e e t i n g o f t h e U e l s h H a w k i n g C l u b h e l d o n A p r i l
9 t h 1 9 8 4 w a s a t t e n d e d b y M r . J . T . E l e y , t h e C h i e f U i l d l i f e
I n s p e c t o r . M r . E l e y g a v e a t a l k , a c c o m p a n i e d b y s l i d e s , o n
t h e s e c t i o n s r e l e v a n t t o f a l c o n e r s o f t h e U i l d l i f e a n d
C o u n t r y s i d e A c t ( 1 9 8 1 ) a n d t h e I m p o r t a n d E x p o r t A c t .
H e s a i d t h a t h e a n d h i s i n s p e c t o r s w e r e n o t o u t t o p e r s e c u t e
f a l c o n e r s , b u t t h a t i t w a s i n a l l o f o u r i n t e r e s t s t o m a k e
t h e A c t w o r k . F o r o u r o w n p r o t e c t i o n w e
t h e s e c t i o n s o f t h e A c t t h a t a r e c o n c e r n e d w i t h a l l a s p e c t s
o f f a l c o n r y a n d c a p t i v e b r e e d i n g .

To c o v e r e v e r y i s s u e t h a t t h e t a l k r a i s e d w o u l d b e a v e r y
d i f fi c u l t t a s k , b u t t h i s r e p o r t c o n t a i n s a f e w o f t h e t o p i c s
t h a t w e r e c o v e r e d .

C o n c e r n i n g t h e p o i n t t h a t w a s r a i s e d a t t h e A . G . M . r e g a r d i n g
t h e i l l e g a l i t y o f c a t c h i n g u p o u r o w n h a w k s b y a n y o t h e r
m e a n s

a n y r e a s o n - b y n e t s ,
t h i s w a s b r e a k i n g t h e l a w . Q u e s t i o n e d o n t h e p r o b l e m s t h i s
c o u l d r a i s e d u r i n g t h e h a c k i n g o f y o u n g b i r d s , e . g . w o u l d i t
b e c o n s i d e r e d a s t r a p p i n g t o s h u t t h e d o o r o n y o u n g b i r d s
t h a t h a d r e t u r n e d a t n i g h t , M r . E l e y w a s , p e r h a p s u n d e r ¬
s t a n d a b l y , u n a b l e t o g i v e a c o n c l u s i v e a n s w e r . To p o s s e s s

□ f t h e s e n e t s o r t r a p s i n w o r k i n g o r d e r i s a l s o i l l e g a l ,
a d d e d t h a t h e h a d h e a r d t h a t s o m e f a l c o n e r s a r e s e r i o u s l y

c o n s i d e r i n g a p p l y i n g f o r l i c e n c e s t o t r a p t h e i r h a w k s w i t h
b o w n e t s s h o u l d t h e n e e d a r i s e .

s h o u l d b e a w a r e o f
e r

o n t h e
t h e t i m e o f t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t h e n e w r e g u l a t i o n s , M r .
E l ey sa i d he d i d no t w i sh t o commen t on t h i s a t t h i s t ime .

s e l f - fi n a n c i n g

□nee again it was made clear that members should keep rec¬
o r d s a n d d o c u m e n t a t i o n r e g a r d i n g t h e i r h a w k s . F i l e s a r e k e p t
by the Department, al though their contents are not avai lable
to the people concerned. Mr. Eley said that now acomputer

a t t h e D e p a r t m e n t t h i n g s s h o u l d r u n m o r e e f fi c i -t h a n c a l l i n g t h e m t o t h e fi s t s h o u l d t h e y b e l o s t f o r
t r a p s , e t c . M r . E l e y c o n fi r m e d t h a t

w a s i n u s e
e n t l y .

On hybrids -Mr, Eley said that for all intents and purposes
these would be regarded as Schedule 4birds.
H e a l s o a d v i s e d t h a t , s h o u l d t h e r e m o v a l o f a r i n g b e c o m e
necessary, the keeper should ask for the presence of aD,0«t.
inspector, avet, or some other such person to witness this.a n y

H e t h e t a l k w h e n o b j e c t i o n s w e r e r a i s e d t oS e v e r a l t i m e s d u r i n g
rulings that had been made, Mr. Eley said that such matters

t o t h e H a w k B o a r d , t h e m e m b e r s o f w h i c h
registered hawk keepers to represent

s h o u l d b e m a d e k n o w n
emphasized that the only persons to have powers of entry
c o n d u c t i n s p e c t i o n s a r e t h o s e a p p o i n t e d b y t h e D e p a r t m e n t

E n v i r o n m e n t , a n d t h a t t h e y p o s s e s s i d e n t i fi c a t i o n
f a l c o n e r s s h o u l d

w e r e e l e c t e d b y t h e
t h e i r i n t e r e s t s .

H e
t o

o f t h e
wh i ch t hey shou ld show to t he keepe r -
i n s i s t o n s e e i n g t h i s .

M a d e u r , f o rEley was thanked by the Chairman., K.C,
attending the meeting and talking to the members,

r e c e i v e d f r o m t h e t a l k w a s t h a t

M r .

S u m m i n g u p ; T h e i m p r e s s i o n
whi ls t those in author i ty are w i l l ing to l i s ten and adv ise ,
the regulations governing the keeping of Schedule 4birds
w i l l b e s t r i c t l y a p p l i e d .

o f a n y o f f s p r i n g f r o m c a p t i v e b r e e d i n g o n a l o a n
, b e t w e e n c o l l e a g u e s i s c o n s i d e r e d a s a s a l e ,

f o r a n i n d i v i d u a l l i c e n c e m u s t b e m a d e t o t h e
b i r d s n o t c o v e r e d b y t h e g e n e r a l l i c e n c e . T h e

The sha r ing^
- s h a r e s b a s i s
a p p l i c a t i o n

birds'must be rung with the correct size of closed ring, and
it is recommended when in doubt to ring the young bird on
both legs and then cut off the inappropriate one. It seems
that the keeper who is in possession of the adult birds is
deemed to have possession of any offspring. Of course, both

du l t b i rds mus t be lega l l y i n cap t i v i t y be fo re the
c o n s i d e r e d a s c a p t i v e b r e d .

s o

(The editor uishes to thank fir. Eley for reading through and
modifying this article before its inclusion in the magazin ;

o f t h e a
o f f s p r i n g a r e
Astated registrat ion ceases to have effect when ahawk is
moved from the address given when it was registered unless
the Department have been notified. The question of holiday
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U e l s h H a w k i n g C e n t r e a n d
U i l d l i f e p a r k ,

U e y c o c k R o a d ,
B a r r y ,

S . G l a m o r g a n .

T e l N o : □446 7 3 4 6 8 7 .

c o l l e c t i o n o f B i r d s o f P r e y i n c l u d i n g F a l c o n s ,
B i r d s c a n b e s e e n i n t h e fl e w s ,

A l a r g e

H a w k s , E a g l e s , e t c .

Uea the r i ng Ground and i n open and sec lus i on Av ia r i es .
s e e e g g s h a t c h i n g a n dD u r i n g t h e b r e e d i n g s e a s o n , y o u m a y

b a b y b i r d s f e d .

F l y i n g D e m o n s t r a t i o n s o f t h e B i r d s o f P r e y a r e g i v e n a t
e g u l a r i n t e r v a l s d u r i n g t h e d a y .

o t h e r a n i m a l s a n d b i r d s t o s e e , i n c l u d i n g

r

T h e r e a r e m a n y

L i o n s , L e o p a r d , t a l k i n g p a r r o t s e t c .

open a l l year round f rom 1Q.3G a.m.

o n l y t w o m i l e s f r o m C a r d i f f A i r p o r t ,

Free Parking, Picnic Area, Souvenir Shop and Cafe,

L i e a r e

L i e a r e
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