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WHAT agreat job this is! Talking and meeting
interesting people that Fly, Breed, Film and Paint
Raptors of all kinds. Iwould be lost without their input.
Our advertisers, many of whom are club members and
personal friends, support our club, our activities and
this journal, so once again abig thank you from the
committee and myself. Good news! The club's
finances are healthy and memberships are growing at
an alarming rate, it just shows what agood committee
c a n d o .

What have we achieved over the past year?
We have opened two new regions of the W.H.C. The
Bath region and the Essex region are both well
supported. We have accepted over 150 new members
and organised more field events than ever before. The
'Family Fun in Falconry' party, held at Garlands
Shooting grr)Linds, was ahuge success and will be
repeated on Jrd and 4th July, so don't miss out on a
gixMi party.

We are now affiliaU'd to The Cape Falconry Club of
South Africa and they will be holding their annual field
meet from I4lh to IHfh July and the W.l I.C. m(‘mbers
,irc> wel( ome to attend.

Our gfjod fri(>nds The Californi<i Ilawking Club are
also holding lh(‘ir main club meet on 12th to 14th
Janu.iry, 2()()(), ,ind W.H.C .mc'mhers arc' welcome.

Our web page is up and running, thanks to John
Connors, and achieving its main aim to inform the
falconry world that we are aprogressive club with a
long and solid history.
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Where are we going this year?
Well, as you know we have the 'Big One', The Welsh
Hawking Club International Field Meet. It will be held
at Ruthin Castle in North Wales from the 9th to 12th

Aweekend in the life of asparrowhawk
Julian M. Godfrey

2 2

Is it size that counts?

Andy Hulmc
2 3

November. The huge lawns will be awash with hawks,
falcons and maybe an eagle or two.

Invitations are being sent out to falconry clubs
around the world to attend, so don't miss this chance
of being at the greatest meet of the year. All hunting
will be on keepered land, so get your hawk fit for some
spectacular flying. The auction and raffle at the meet

in quality and
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M i k e Tu c k e r
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will be of mega proportions to the norm
quantity of prizes. This is also your chance to stay in a
magnificent castle.

Other field meetings: our field officer, Roger jamt's,
the committee and members have provisionally
arranged seventeen field meets, and more' are lo be
c o n fi r m e d .

As you see Ihave managed lo persuade falconers
from around the globe to share some of their
knowledge and stories that should keep us progressing
and amused in the art of falconry.
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.34
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Rules of the Welsh Hawking Club

. J o u
M o r
W H C C

Name and Objects
1. The name of the club shall be The Welsh Hawking Club.
2. The objectives of the club shall be;

a. The promotion of Falconry;
b. The provision of advice and information for members and other interested parties;
c. The promotion and maintenance of the club Code of Conduct among members.

C o n s t i t u t i o n

The club shall consist of aPresident, Vice-Presidents, Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Honorary
Secretary, Assistant Honorary Secretary, Honorary Treasurer, Editor, Press and Publicity
Officer, Conservation Officer, Breeding Project Officer, Legislative Officer and aField Officer.
Each of these is entitled to attend the committee meetings and to one vote, except the
Chairman, who does not have avote. However, in the event of avote resulting in atie the
Chairman shall then have the casting vote. Proxy and Postal votes will not be allowed at
committee meetings. Only Full members are eligible for election to office. The business of the
club will be conducted by the officers and committee (hereafter referred to simply as the
committee), which will meet tsuch times as it thinks fit. Aquorum for ameeting shall be five
members. No one with convictions for offences involving birds of prey shall hold office
within the Welsh Hawking Club.

i a s
P r e s i d e n t

Douglas Morgans
V i c e P r e s i d e n t s

Nancy de Bastyai,
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john Buckland,
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C h a i r m a n
D a v e D i m o n d
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T r e a s u r e r
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Secretary

M i k e C l o w e s
Editor of the Austringer
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Mick Young
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Mark Hinge
N e w s E d i t o r

Ian B lan te rn

Region 1Representative
B o b A n t o n i o

Region 2Representative
Andy Cotton

Region 3Representative
Mick Young

Region 4Representative
David Jones

Conservation Officer
John Simcox

A s s i s t a n t S e c r e t a r y
Paul Dillon

Legal Officer
To m J o n e s

Honorary Members
Dr Nick Fox, Andy Barnes,
{hrislian do Coune. Janos Toth,
Stephen Frank, Dieter Horvath,
Terry l.arge, Gary Morris,

Mikloss Kiss de Nernesker,
(,raham Rossiter,
Mi< kand Ann ShuUleworth,
Dian.i Durman-Wallers,
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)|k‘s('( retarv of
lliv (,}lilnrniiin Hciwkin^ (kin.
N . A n i c n ( < i
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[)i< kBest. Mark I

a n s

ub Pres ident

E l e c t i o n s

1. All members of the committee will be elected individually, annually at the AGM. Prior to
the election the attendance record at committee meetings for the past year shall be given.

2. During the year should any committee member fail to attend committee meetings
regularly then he or she may be asked to give an explanation. If the reason is of
insufficient justification the committee may co-opt amember to fill the position. They
may also co-opt any person to the committee if considered desirable.

I an B lan te rnl3y

Membership
1. Members of the club will be elected by the committee.
2. No person will be elected without application to the Secretary in writing.
3. The annual subscription rate shall be determined at the AGM each year.
4. Any member whose subscription is unpaid by March of any year shall cease to be a

member, but shall be eligible for election as for new members.
5. Should the committee have reason to believe that amember has acted in a m a n n e r

injurious to Falconry or the club then the member may be required to furnish awritten
explanation to the Secretary for the consideration of the committee or to appear in person
before the committee. The member can claim apersonal hearing if preferred, the
Secretary must give the member at least 14 days' notice of the committee's requirements
Should the member refuse to comply the committee may terminate the membership
They may also terminate the membership should they decide that the member has acted
in away harmful to Falconry or the club.

6. No member must give talks, interviews or material relating to Falconry, domesti-
breeding etc. to the media, i.e. TV, radio, press etc., without advice from the committee
and/or the Press and Publicity Officer. Any member giving such talks must make every
effort to ensure their accuracy. ^

7. Any member wishing to dispose of ahawk obtained through the club must first offer ihphawk back into the club.
8. Only Full members are eligible to vole on club affairs.
9. Proxy and Postal votes are not allowed.

10. Associate members wishing to obtain Full memljership may apply in writing to the
Secretary for the consideration of the committee. Prior to applying the applicant should
normally have completed at least 12 months' membership. The application must give full
details of hawk-related experience and should be countersigned by aFull member.

i c

coners in Europe was unrestricted.
Things were easy in those days, no
licences were required to take
birds out or bring them back into
the country. No such thing as quar¬
antine, and at the end of these
overseas meetings trappers would
be present to sell wild caught
goshawks. The top price for
females was about £4 and often

les would be given free. Dougy
still regularly attends some of these
international field meetings in the

of Mike Clowes, Cary

school friend The Queen Mother,
who was resident at nearby Castle
of Mey. Us other mortals there at
the time could only envy their
opportu nity.

Dougy served with the Welsh
G u a r d s a n d s a w s e r v i c e

Germany and Palestine. After
demobilisation he became amain¬
tenance engineer at Tredomen
Engineering Works, associated with
the Nat iona l Coal Board, w i th
whom he stayed until his retire¬
ment. Iam told that many agood
hawk perch was engineered from
( h e T r e d o m e n w o r k s . H e i s
renowned for an unquonchalde
thirst and snuff blending capabili¬
ties, which he has now sadly bad
to give up (such apity, as my main
source of supply for his superior
blend has now dried up). Always
imniciL ri lalely groomed and
dressed, his admiration for llie
opposite sex is legend.

Dougy is agreat servant and
supporter of the clul) and Idouhl
l i e h a s b e e n o f f t h e c o m m i l l e t '
since he joined all those vears ago
i n t h e e a r K l ' - ) ( > 0 s .

D o u g l a s , o r ' D o u g y ' a s h e i s
better known, is easily our longest
serving member of the WHC, and
still one of our most active mem¬
bers and supporter of the club,
attending committee meetings now
as our Club President. He is regu¬
larly to be seen at our South Wales
monthly meetings, game fairs and
field meetings, which are never the
same if he is not present ...

He is one of the founding mem¬
bers of the WHC, joining up with
John Buckner, our late president
Kenneth Macleur and Lawrence
Woikman soon alter the club's for¬
mation. They were all members of
(he local wild fowlers' dub and
through achan
Lorant de Bastyai
to falconry and were all immedi-
ato'ly hooked, Douglas, along with
the other members, knew little of
falconry, althoLigh they all had
experience in Held sports but under
Loranl's expeiT tuition and help

learned the finer arts.
These were the early days of fal-

tonry, in the 60s. when falconry
restr ic l ions were non-existeni and
the movemeni of birds between fal-

1 n

Meetings
1. The Annual General Meeting shall he held at the main Field Meeting each year.
2. Meetings shall be presided over by the President, Chairman or one of the other Office

as appropriate.
TGeneral meetings will normally lie held monthly. Informal meetings will be hcirl as

ref|uired.

r s

m a

A l te ra t ion to Ru les

Rules may only be altered by avote taken at the AGM or at an EGM. Notices of motions f<
the AGM or EGM shall he sent to the Secretary in writing to arrive at least six weeks prior to
these meetings. Any member wishing lo call an EGM shall inform the Secretary in writing
Slating the reason for such ameeting. The application must be countersigned by >{) Fy||
m e m b e r s .

C o d e o f C o n d u c t

I. The welM)eing of all birds of prey, Itoth riornestic and wild, together with the
continuation of Falconry, must l)e the aim of all members,

2. Falconry is the flying of trained birds of prey and owls a1 suitable quarry found in iĥ
nakiral stale. No ac tion must bring this into clisre|jute.

5. Fverv hawk must l)e properly manned and ec|uipped.
4. ('very endeavour must he made lo recover alost hawk.
SAll hawks flown frê e should be cc|uip[)ed with field jesses, at least one hell and if

possible, atransmitter and the name arid address of the (nvncT. In the case ni u.v.nu.m,l;,r aggressive hawks, cMgk.s, hybrids, exotic setc,, spec ,al« are must be! Xn iC xewen '
loss.

hI'ermission must l)c obtained before- entering upon ground and it must he asc erl lined
whelher anothc-r lal. oner alreacK has permission, in whic h,.,s<. his/lu't permission must
,,[m) he soiighl. Due rc-spc-c Imust lie given to landowners ,uul their properly-Incligenmis hawks that are no longer wanted must either bi- rc-lurned to the wild state in
suil.iblecouiilrv or passed to someone who will irc-at thc-m mac iordain ewith this code
,,l .(indu. I, Helorc-a hawk is rc>leased the talconc-r must c-nsureihal it is in good teatlnv

the highest possilile .ondition that it can kill lor itseir .ind is suilaiile foi relc-ase. If
|<uil)i that HI-- ,il)le lo do so it should lie t),u ked h,n k

c o m p a n y
Morris, Brian Paterson and olher

embers of the cIliIj. Poland,
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Ger¬
many and Austria are all on the list
of visits where Dougy is held in
very high regard,

regularly joined John
Buckner's annual pilgrimage to

in Caithness, along
other WHC members.

m

meeting with
w e r e i n t r o d u c e d

r e

H e

Thru mpster
with many
staying at Keeper's Cottage on Lady
Harnsworth's estate. One year, on
the occasion of Ladv Harnsworth's

a n d

v a s t

Ml m i h i ' ' m u g . ' / " " '
h.ivr hfcn .h <rplcd mgc»»/ l-i'lk
nil »('s/»»cisdi(7cM f.in hi- mLcyi U>i ihi
iin,ilil\ <11 '●ca/cc-s nlU'iril ')// in.ih'i'.il

Inilrd III Ihi- tVr/s/i //,mL//Jg <luh
●o/n ri^’hl .ind in.i\ nnl hr
n r o n i h r I n l r i n r l w i l h n n t

s o o n

Ioh nb i r t h d a y, D o u g y,
Lawrence were invited to her tea
party and were privileged to meet
and talk at length with her old

n i l

M . i fi . i / i n r I S
used in pnnl
ihr wnllrn /icr/iiissio/i ol ihr /ii//>/is/»-/s

i n

4i h fi c i ‘ , i n \

t
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early in the season and she will
refuse them if her weight is too
high.European.Black Sparrownawks anc.

Goskawks
It is duck flights that really

s w i t c h h e r o n . S h e m a k e s a

maximum effort, blasting off the
first when duck are flushed close to
her. This can provide some
intensely exciting action occurring
close to hand and leaving one
literally weak-kneed. The paucity
of duck kills reflects the difficulty I
have in getting suitable slips. She
has no hesitation at going into
water and is afair ly relaxed
swimmer but the water here can be
pretty cold in winter and does your
transmitter no favours.

a c o m p a r i s o n

(Sec. Cape Falconry Cluk)Dr. Ad rian LomkardI3y

to the lure and took astand in the
pines, looking out into the lands
where she could hear guineafowl
calling. In desperation Iwent into
the whet to flush them and some
stunning action ensued, ending
with the guineas pinned in thick
cover. When trying to reflush them
acock Cape Francolin made the
fatal error of breaking cover and
the hunt finally ended. At the end
of that season 1handed her back to
be flown by someone with more
time and more open country. Ihad
been thrilled by her performance
but her independence was rapidly
making me old.

obviously chequered career and
was totally unresponsive. Later I
was to read Beebe's reports of the
spectacular performance of these
birds and my desire to see these
birds fly was rekindled.

In recent years our club was
t w o f e m a l e G e r m a n

A s AY O U N G S T E R , C R O W I N G U P I N
R h o d e s i a ( n o w Z i m b a b w e ) m o r e
years ago than 1care to remember,

i t e r a t u r e

n o r t h e r n
a v a i l a b l et h e

c o n c e n t r a t e d

hemisphere species. While Itook
my first kills with aPassage Lizard
buzzard, 1pored over the texts of
Woodford and Mavrogordato. The
reports of the Northern goshawk
thrilled me and this seemed to be

o n

Early in 1998 Ireceived an Eyas
female Black sparrowhawk, whom
Inamed Lucy. She is the third
Black sparrowhawk that Ihave
hunted and she fulfils along-time
dream to fly aBlack sparrowhawk
and aEuropean goshawk at the
same time and compare their
performance. Ithe event it proved
to be acase of comparing apples
and oranges in many ways, as Lucy
was an utterly inexperienced eyas
whose initial rearing had been
somewhat less than optimal,
resulting in mild rickets in one leg.
She had spent the first five months
of her live in an aviary in abird
sanctuary and had fairly severe
feather damage. Under general
a n a e s t h e t i c w e

primaries on one wing and two on
the other.

She turned info alovely bird
with arelatively placid nature for a
Black sparrowhawk. She flies

700 and 750 grams and

Adrian and Su, the European goshawk.g i v e n
goshawks and Ihave had the good
fortune to fly both. Magi, the
younger, now five, has proved to
b e a s u c c e s s f u l b u t v e r y
independent hunter. She has a
propensity to self-hunt and ignores
her falconer at the first sign of
f a i l u r e . I r e c a l l o n e n o t a b l e h u n t

when Islipped her at Yellowbilled
duck, which made good their
escape. She immediately switched
on to apair of Egyptian geese in a
group of pines. When she failed to
come to grips with these she
refused my attempts to recover her

c o m m o n w i t h o t h e r
sparrowhawks that Ihave flown,
shows absolutely no interest in
waterfowl and will not even pursue
Dikkop (thick knee plover).

H e r s e a s o n e n d e d s o m e w h a t
prematurely when she preened
out three imped primaries on one

She continued hunting
d e s p i t e t h i s w i t h s h e e r
d e t e r m i n a t i o n . I c a l l e d o f f h e r
hunting when Ifound her, at the
end of along chase on acape
francolin, sitting next to her quarry
t o o e x h a u s t e d t o c o m e t o
conclusions. She has moulted into
astunning mellanistic bird, pitch
black with afew white spots on her
breast. It has taken very little effort
to get her back among the guineas
this season, in feather perfect
c o n d i t i o n .

C e r t a i n l y t h e r e a r e v e r y
significant d i f ferences between
the European goshawk and
the Black sparrowhawk. The
o b v i o u s d i f f e r e n c e s a r e b o r n e

b l a c k m e t a b o l i s m a n d i s m u c h m o r e

responsive, recovering rapidly to
the glove and lure. Ibelieve that
the initial acceleration of the Black
sparrowhawk from the glove is less
than that of the European goshawk
but, nonetheless, is no slouch and
shows great tenaci ty and
determination in the hunt. Both
birds have hair trigger responses
and use their hearing when
hunting. They both hunt well with
the dog and watch its behaviour to
cue their slips. The Black
sparrowhawk wi
cover with my lemon and while
pointer, but has ahatred of black
and white dogs, which almost
prevents hunting with them. Both
birds lack agility on the ground and

be side-stepped by guineas. In
this respect the Harris hawks and
Changing goshawks have the edge
o n t h e m .

The Black sparrowhawk is far
less robust than the European
goshawk and is more exacting to
keep in gorul health. Thev have
much more fragi le feathers,
particularly in the train, and are
prone to leg scale damage, (^ne
must watch their weight carefulK
and be alert for changes in health.

It has been my privilege to fl\
two superb large accipiters during
the past season. It has ht'cm a
ihoroughK thrilling and rewarding
experiente, although Imust admit I
w<ix read\ to hang up nn boots at
lhi ‘ end ol lh( ' scMson and Uiki ' a
r c ' s l .

u n o b t a i n a b l e a n d a w e s o m ea n

c r e a t u r e .

In time Igraduated to flying a
Hawk eagle at night on hares. Our
hare is nocturnal and gives ahighly
entertaining flight, running and
jinking in the spotlight. Ijoined
Ron Hartley with his succession of
fiery musket Black sparrowhawks.
At this time Icame in contact with
my first European goshawk. She

a m a t u r e b i r d w i t h a n

w i n g .The next year Iflew the other
bird, Su, who was in her eighth
year. She is areal workhorse, who
really understands the plan and fills
the bag. She watches the dog to
anticipate her flush and rapidly
recovers to the glove when she
misses, so as to be ready for the
reflush. Flying at 900 to 950 grams,
she has awide range of quarry,
from greywing francolin at 550g to
Egyptian geese at over 2kg.

w a s r u n a b o u t i n

Adrian Lombard with Lucy, eyas female black sparrowhawk, holding her prize, a
cape francolin. imped three

c a n

She is best matched to Cape
F r a n c o l i n , w h i c h a r e a l a r g e
s[5Lirf(jwl, with hens weighing 75()g
and cocks weighing up to Ikg.
They are wily birds that tend to
but can fly strongly and know their
cover. With good management of
the hunt spectacular flights can be
obtained oft points, but if the first
Mushes fail the hunt tan degenerate
into a'rat hunt' through
impenetrable thickets and reed
b e d s .

b e t w e e n
has learned to hunt with great
courage and determination. Her

s m a l l e r t h a n t h a tr u n range ol quarry
o f t h e

I S

European goshawk as
5he will only lake game birds

nging from greywing francolin
gLI ineafowI. Despite her

< îgnifiC‘if’lly smaller size, her

o u t i n t h e i r n a m e s : o n e i s a

powerful robust goshawk, the other
alighter, somewhat more fragile
sparrowhawk.
metabolism of the goshawk, which
allows it to survive the northern
winters, probably accounts for its
phlegmatic disposition and relative
independence. It probably
helps to be the biggest kid on the
block . The same evo lu l ionarv
prc'ssLires, Ipresume, acc<»unt loi
its explosive etiort in the (base,

rowhaw k , b \

r a

t o s l o wT h e

n e a r g u i n e a l o wr f o r m a n c e
atches that ol the European

goshawk. She will fly with great
determinat ion into aflock of

often taking very long

o n
p e
m

Guineafowl are common, but
somewhat daunting
congregate in noisy floc ks and
sup[)ort one another whem tac kic'd
by the hawk. .Successful hunts
involve breaking up the floe ks and
pursuing individual birds. Ifind Su
to be unenthusiaslic on guincxitowl

a l s otheya s guineas,
slips, and tries to cut out one of
(heir numbc'r. Iler weak leg puts
her at amarked disadvantage as

uses the birds she hass h e o l t c ' n
bound to, asituation sc'Idom sc-vn

uropean goshawks. She, in
I h e B l a c k s p a i
(on)parison. has atmic hhighei 4v\ I t l l
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were introduced, then brought to
glove for small rewards.

Fairly good response at 380
grams, but not truly effective on
wild quarry. Now to fine tune.
Hunger, weather and weight, all
variables, were used to finally
bring Hooper around, warmer days
lower weight, cooler days higher
weight. Weight management
proved to be much like that of a
Cooper. Hooper's first wild catch
was small, asparrow, but an
honest straight of the fist catch, no
carrying, no aggression, but
mantling was distinctly there.

Hooper had only seen feathers,
taking starlings from the car
window was good fun and pretty
c o n s i s t e n t .

But to challenge Hooper it was
off to the fields. It was now evident
that Hooper was fast.

Some flights were fast and direct.
Some flights were just acircle off
the fist, very Harris playful type. It
was always great fun to watch
Hooper power up to apole much
like agos.

X-rays showed abreak, agreen
break of the leg. No cast was
required but it was wrapped with
elastic 'vet wrap' and to restrict ail
unnecessary movement. "It was the
cottontail he caught, I'm sure,
because he wouldn't stand on that
foot," Iexplained to the vet as we
both looked at the x-rays.

The first furry creature
Hooper had seen, and it was fast
and furious, only weighing 380
grams, he just didn't have enough
head in his jeans to make the
cottontai l st ick.

Healing time is always frustrating
for both hawk and hawker.
Hooper's weight increased some,
but kept in check. No feeding from
glove or lure, just diced provisions.

"What's happened to my happy
go lucky hawk?"

After the healing of the broken
leg Hooper acted much like an
overweight Cooper. Working to the

and glove with weight
eduction brought Hooper back

d. All was not the same.

the bites but Ialways wondered
how such tiny toes could do so
w e l l .

h i m d o w n .
A t o t h e r t i m e s t h i s s a m e

behaviour would come up if game
was not found timely enough.

Weight management corrected it
a l i t t l e , b u t I ' v e n e v e r l i k e d
stressing the hawk. I'd prefer to
e l i m i n a t e t h e e x t e r i o r s t r e s s c a u s e .

T h e N A F A m e e t i n U t a h w a s

great fun. Hooper travelled well,
but the cold was definitely not to
his liking at all. Hooper loved the
c o t t o n t a i l c h a s e s b u t w a s n ' t a b l e t o
l e a r n t o m a n o e v r e a r o u n d t h e
scrub and low growing trees. We
normally hunted flat grasslands.
Several people were able to see
Hooper fly, but Hooper was never
comfor tab le w i th tha t many
people. We did get our game pin,
thanks to a rancher who le t us i n
his barn to chase sparrows that had
come in from the cold.

T h e m a t u r e f e a t h e r s w e r e a s
durable as ever, never bending or
breaking. Possibly, good imping
feathers for aCooper. The alternate
b a n d s o n t h e t a i l a r e b l a c k a n d

white, with the rest of the body
resembling an immature Harris,
r e a l l y a s t r i k i n g h a w k i n
co lou ra t i on .

I ' v e b e e n f o r t u n a t e t o h a v e t w o

great seasons with Hooper and my
captive breeding of Coopers has
b e e n s u c c e s s f u l . A f t e r m u c h

rom 26 days witn tne
Hooper Hawk

i

r
Hooper also liked sparrows and

m i c e a n d e v e n l i z a r d s . A l l w e r e

taken in the swift style of the
Cooper.

Hooper's flight style seemed to
most ly resemble that o f the
Cooper, possibly because of his
small size.

Hooper's wings looked to be
Harris in shape, but diminutive.
The tail was long and incredibly
flexible. Never during his first year
of flying was atail feather bent or
broken. Extremely flexible feathers
were in the wing as well.

An early warm spring prompted
me to put Hooper to moult, and no
longer would Hooper be just a
brown hawk. The moult was good,
fast and complete, but upon taking
Hooper up after the moult I
realised Ishould have spent more
time working him on the fist and
lure, he was also abit stand offish.
Back to the basics for both of us. it
was apparent that Hooper had
changed. His actions and attitude
seemed to be more Cooper-like
with no aggression,
to lerable however.

We entered this new season with
more vigour than when we left off.
Hooper was hot, taking game every
outing. From small sparrows to
wrestling with cock pheasants.
Hooper was determined.

Hooper would still chase jacks,
but now only pestered the big
ones. Other problems developed
during this second season. At times
people in the field would cause
Hooper to fly off and wait it out.
No amount of luring would bring

R i c J3 V [ l a r c o n e s

at this age, huge amounts of cut-up
good quality food was always
present.

I've started calling the twenty-
six-day-old eyas amale right from
the start. No one knows for sure,
but size might be agood indication
so aname was created by putting
the two parents' names together,
the 'H' from the Harris, the 'ooper'
from the Coopers, so 'Hooper' is
h i s n a m e .

Hooper was playful, enjoyed
people and dogs and developed
quickly into along-legged runner.
Head and tail straight out, running
on legs that were no thicker than a
female Cooper's, maybe even
smaller. Long toes and slender,
also very Cooper-like. The head
was big, hopefully more brains
than aCooper.

Hooper loved to sun, wings
straight out exposing every feather,
laying in the cool grass. Hooper
would lay so long he would begin
to pant and his feathers would feel
warm to the touch, It never seemed
to cause any stress so Ilet him
determine his length of stay in the
sun. Shade was always nearby,
provided by the overhead walnut
trees and Hooper would move
from sun to shade, then back to
s u n . L a t e r t h i s o b s e r v a t i o n w o u l d

have merit, because as Hooper
developed into abeautiful Cooper¬
like brown hawk he was absent of
the under insulating down feathers
and simply would refuse to fly in
cold weather —anything below
about 40® —and Hooper would
not fly, he would pul down one
foot then the other and stand solid

T h e t r i p t o t h e a i r p o r t w a s

uneventful, only aone hour and
ten minute drive filled with eyas
anticipation.

Unable to stand but briefly and
staring curiously with wide brown
eyes, this twenty-six-day-old
wonder was finally in my hands —
just agreat day in falconry.

The hawk's mother was an egg-
laying human-imprinted Western
Coopers hawk. The tiercel was a
human imprinted semen-donating
H a r r i s .

But how this all came about can
only be credited to Matt Mitchell of
New Mexico. Matt was able to
bring the Coopers into egg laying
much sooner than naturally would
have occurred by using artificial
lights to extend her daylight time.
This brought the egg laying of the
Coopers to be co-ordinated with
the semen donating timing of the
Harris. Matt was then able to
collect the semen then Al the
Coopers. Agreat job by Matt.

At twenty-six days it was difficult
to determine if this wonder would
be acalm kick back Cooper on a
feisty Harris, and would this mostly
brown and down creation be as big
as aHarris or small, like aCooper?

Malt Mitchell, the breeder, had
flown one and commented that
these were ablend oi both. There
are two sizes, one flying near the
bOO gram range-.', ihe other smaller,
flying under 400 grams. Mall
produced two that year, one of
(M( hsi/('. I(hose the smaller one.

It is always fun to raise an eyas
and this proved (o be no different.
|)(,wn and ITindruff all about, with
Ihe 1opioLis muU'S marking every
exi)lored l('rrilory in the house. (ar

w i t h a

handful of towels at the ready to
w o ; w e

v e r y
The Hooper Hawk in juvenile plumage.

weight as high as possible for as
long as possible. The discovered
live food was increasing in size
and supplied food was rationed.

No aggression was displayed
towards people, in fact at times
aggression was l imited towards
prey. All was okay. "Bring him
along s lowly, " Mat t Mi tchel l
recommended, "much like you
would atiercel Harris."

As supplied food was eliminated
and carrying Hooper to the live
prey hampered in d i f f e ren t
locations around the five acres we
call home, it was Hooper who
determined when to fly and when

thought Iretained the largest
female from my Cooper clutch.
This female is now with Hooper in
abreeding chamber. Both hawks
are compatible and there has been
some nest activity.

Hopefully, Hooper is amale and
s o o n b e

t h a t

is fertile. Maybe I
working with another twenty-six-
day-old wonder. i

V I D E O R E r / E I V

Rook Hawking
by Dr Nirh Fox

weight reduction w a s n e c e s s a r y .

Hcjopcr had been hard penned for
almost amonth, despatching his
own meals, and Ihad not yet
called him to (he fist or alure.

This may sound odd to some,
but apassage can be taught to
respond to glove and lure, so again
Idec icled to delay this training until
Hooper made the dec ision.

And, wouldn't vou know, it
happened
(hanging,

Iua.s a.skt'd lo ivvicu die video on Rook ttawkiiii^ b\ I)i \iik l-'ox. Now diis I
lo imcl ( l i r i ic i i l i . as Nick in afr ie iul o l mine and 1‘ve hec' i i lor i i i i ia ie lo be in\ i ic-d

l)V du- masier of rooks himsclt. so Ishall kee|) im golden ihongliis in inv bead,
riu- ua\ Ia|)[)i'oac lied ihc review was to pass ibc video around in bnii

experienced lalconers and wail lor dieir coinnienis.
Peter Bowyer's review ...
the Illness ol diesc- lak'ons is
remai k.ibie. il jnsi sliovcswhal can be
done il von make and train ai^ood
haw k.
M i k e T u c k e r ' s r e v i e w . . .

Spec lac ulai living, il ilu-re s.mv vide<)
.IS s»ood as diis onl ihere 1\conld like
l o s c ' e H .

l u r e
I '

arc) Lin

V\/eight management was critical
for asuccessful hunt, but hunt he
did*and furry creatures were his
prioritv. Small jack rabbits.

)ttontails and Richardson ground
squirrels which weigh about apound each. Hooper suffered
several bites and,
anklets with tringes helped
There was never am infec tion trom

on the glove.
Ilooper's training progressed and

he sc-'emc-'d to be playful with the
l i ve f oo l t ha t was d i scove red
during his romps about the yard.
Now' almost hard penned flight

possible, but for Ilooper still

r i d e s ( o n i m o n . Tonv Pitza’s review (Cape Falconrv
C l u b ) . . .

w ( ‘ r e

c c I ' .mlas i i t l Ihave- luwci s i - t -n ib is
l u - t o r r . ‘ I ' A e c - l i c - n r

I n le rc c 'p t as l i ce ' o r i
gc'iierally had .i good lime.

Irom iwenly-six fkiys
was nc‘vc‘r openly given. Ioofi w'as
always disc ovc'red or plac ed in his
sh'(‘ping box. Uiuible lo leaf lood

ic- ,d ivs o o n . H o o p e r w a s
no longer m>

l)Uflcly he wanted to hunt, the* live
lurc' was used iind training began.
Wc' ight reduct ion and t i )e lure

p111111I <4
the- lal( ons ihroiic^h ilu‘11 pat c‘>.
Mark Hinge’s review ...

l i t t l eW . l ' '

not nc'c c'ssary. He* enjoyed laying
in your lap or standing on your
knee'. Iwas dc'termiiH'd lo keep his

o l d t o o l
u s i n g l a r g e

o l . t- xt rlicni, i-iiU'i iainiiii; .ind
pi Iili'ssK m.i
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too confined, too many
dogs, too many children,
too much noise. Icould

i n t h e s p o r t , v e r y
traditional and pleasing
to the eye. Now 1use
stainless steel. Which is
m o s t b e n e fi c i a l f o r t h e
w e l f a r e o f t h e h a w k s ?
The same applies to the
old Pak is tan i swive ls
w e u s e d

hopefully
relegated
m u s e u m s .

Some of the criticism,
however, is justified.
M o s t o f u s h a v e s e e n

displays which leave a
l o t t o b e d e s i r e d . T h e
c o n d i t i o n o f s o m e o f
t h e b i r d s i n t h e

weather ing area is
i n e x c u s a b l e a n d o f t e n

Commercialism ( Tad)o o a o r
go on.

Transporting numbers
of birds can also lead to
problems. It's quite
common to see b i rds
being transported in the
back of vehicles, some of
them hooded. This does
not only apply to display
presenters. The general
public's perception of
this is often alarming.
How would you like to
travel long distances with
abag over your head? A

c o n s t r u c t e d
travelling box, giving the
bird security from others
a n d c o m f o r t i n a
c o n fi n e d

ay Bryan Paterson
t o u s e ,

n o w a l l
t o t h e

w i t h o u t d o u b t h a s l e d t o
improvement in the husbandry of
raptors, the increase in the number
of people involved in our sport,
and therefore the money available,
has led to the development of
specialised furniture. Tracking
equipment has become one of the
greatest assets for the welfare of
our birds, enabling them to be
flown at higher weights and
therefore generally flying in better
style, resulting in more pleasure for
the trainer and onlookers and with
fewer b i rds be ing los t and
suffering, for whatever reason.
Flying without telemetry on any
species seems crazy to me when
you consider the amount of time
and effort that goes into breeding
and training our birds.

Ihave written previously about
using abent nut stick as abow
perch when Ifirst became involved

b e e n a b o n e o f c o n t e n t i o n w i t h i n
the falconry world. The old school
level the lowering of standards at
the display givers and, without
doubt, in certain cases they are
right. That, of course, is if you
believe that standards were higher
in the old days, which is not
necessarily so. Undoubtedly, the
increased interest in the keeping of
raptors must be attributed in part to
the fact that display presenters
have introduced alot more people
to the sport. This obviously also
applies to those writing articles in
magazines. The other side of the
coin is that the increase in numbers
of people involved and the
diversity of interests has given us a
bit more political clout than we
would have with smaller numbers.

Commercialism has also brought
about the invention of agoodly
amount of equipment, which

W e h a v e a l l h e a r d t h e s a y i n g ' y o u

don't get two chances at giving a
first impression'. How true this is.

Are we in the falconry world
bothered about giving agood
impression of what we do? Some of
us are. The general public's
perception of falconry is often what
they have seen at ashow, aso-
called falconry display.

T h i s , t o m o s t p e o p l e , i s
acceptable and educational and
should even be encouraged,
especially if there is some talk
a b o u t c o n s e r v a t i o n a n d w e l f a r e
t h r o w n i n . W h a t w o u l d b e t h e i r

p e r c e p t i o n i f f a l c o n r y w a s
portrayed as asport, where those
i n v o l v e d a d m i n i s t e r e d a c l o s e d

shop and were only interested in
seeing their hawks catching and
killing birds and animals. How
long would we last then?

Falconry displays have long

a n

w e

shows the inexperience
or lack of care by the
owner. We all know what imping
means, or do we? Birds which look
low in condition, mainly due to the
display presenter not wanting to
end up with egg on his or her face,
end up sitting in atree. Quite often
the reason they sit in trees is
because they are too low in
c o n d i t i o n .

Birds sitting out in bright sunlight
without any effort being made to
offer them shade is another strong
criticism. Quite often the display
presenters will say that the area
they were allocated had no shade.
What is to stop them taking their
own? Some of us do. The lack of
bathing facilities is also heavily
criticised. 1personally prefer to use
ahand spray. Ican control what is
happening. Quite often timings for
flying displays are changed by
show organisers and this can be a
problem if birds are given free
access to baths. However, Ido

general public's
perception of birds without the
facility of water can be alarming,
this now falls to the display
presentei to provide adequate signs
to explain the facts and to have
suitably experienced staff on hand
to deal with any concerns that the
general public may have.

The involvement of the general
public in display
(hilclren, causes concern

Debbie entertaining the crowds.
s p a c e ,

especially if there is also adog on
board, would seem to me to be
better for everyone concerned.
There is no worry about people
gawping into the vehicle when we
travel through atown, distracting
o t h e r m o t o r i s t s w h e n w e a r e
travelling along the motorway
finding lots of children looking into
the vehicle when we come out of a
pub after awell earned rest.

The o ld Br i t ish F ie ld Spor ts
Society, now the Countryside
Alliance, have their own list of
approved display presenters. To get
on to this list one has to agree to
stick to strict guidelines, which are
drawn up by the society's own
falconry advisory committee. Some
of the society's own local
secretaries choose to ignore this list
—which is not very encouraging
for those of us who do make the

good pets, especially for children. 1
would argue that, if breeders were
more discerning as to how they
sold birds to, instead of being more
concerned about financial gain, the
problem of unsuitable people
obtaining birds would not arise in
the first place. But, after saying
that, Iobviously realise that if
breeders were restricted they
would probably be dissuaded from
putting in as much effort, which
would eventually affect all of us.
So where does that argument end?

Ibelieve that well presented
displays can be an asset to our
sport, providing the display
presenters are well turned out in
their appearance and that their
commentary during the display and
their dealings with the general
public around the weather area,
especially for the people who need
reassurance as to the welfare of the
birds, is of ahigh standard.

Unfortunately show organisers
controlled by finance and

therefore smaller shows often
choose cheaper display teams,

of which are only displaying
Itime basis. Many of these

o r

fT h e I

f (y /
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e f f o r t .

If you are concerned at what you
express your

to the display presenter.
There may be agood reason. II you
get no joy, speak to the show
secretary. Explain your concerns,
based on facts and not just
personal preferences. If you have
good reason to believe that the law
is being broken speak to somerMie
in aLithority. But do remember, we

in ademocratie sot iety whiih
l u s t

s e e a t a s h o w ,
c o n c e r n s

agree that the
U K : £ 1 6 . 5 0 a r eEurope: £20.00
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Kettering, Northants.
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■ s o m e

falconers
i i v

on apai .
have limited experience working
with the general public and, more
often than not, have poor quality

pment and quite often do not
the required display

some cases they are
cl b\' pLil)lic liability

.which is very risky.

equ i
h a v e a I
l i c e n c e s ,
n o t c o v e r e

i n s u r a n c e .

These display presenters are often
the ones who make ext uses lot not
flying their birds because it stoo
windy, too wet, too hot, too cold.

i v e
' s , e s p e c i a encourages tree enterprise,

because there is something which
●sonalK don't like doesiTl

a m o n g
some raptor keepers. Admittedly,

needs to be taken

n

we |.)eiY
make it wrong, Hou-ever, vvc'
need to ensure that things are done'
correctK to satc'guard all ol our

" I t o e n s u r ec a r e

the safeiN of those panic ipaling and
s ( ‘ c o n d l y

( t n

t h a te n s u r e '

impression is not given (hat raptors
are easy to train and would make

( h eon a

hi S I - .
i n l c ' i e s t s .

A
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handled these hawks all year and
know them l ike our own. Of ten a

hawk bred by me is flown by my
father and vice versa, which adds
to the interest. My good tiercel
bred by my father and he is just as
excited by one of his flights as he is
by one of his own peregrines or
just as upset if things go wrong.
The closeness of afather and
relationship adds another degree;
we usually, with the odd mistake
know what the other is doing
without saying and know when
some help is needed with aflush
afalcon needs to be taken down
quickly.

As afalconer Icouldn't have
been luckier than being born an
Upton. My father, Roger Upton,
was one of only ahandful of
falconers to be practising the sport
in the fifties and sixties, along with
his friend and teacher Steph
Frank, my godfather. Idon't ever
remember Steve lecturing me in
religion or other things godfathers
are supposed to teach their
godchildren, but more importantly
he has installed the hawking bug
me and helped me enormously,
along with my father, and has bee
agreat example of how the
should be practised. Most of r
early years grouse hawking were
just summer holidays and
really considered as ,
of the ordinary. Although, without
realising it, Imust have been
watching and learning from my
father and the many falconers who
he has flown hawks with. I

S i n c e t h e n I h a v e p a i n t e d
professionally, making it my full
t i m e c a r e e r . T h a t i s b e t w e e n
hawking trips. In fact the two
things go very well together, which
might explain why so many
falconer are artists and vice versa. I
was very aware when starting
painting that it would be very easy
to get aname as abird of prey
artist with the hawking connections
Ihad, but Ialso saw that this was a
very limited part of the art world
and could end up rather restrictive.
So Ireally concentrated on sporting
art as awhole, specialising in
racing, in which field Iam now
w e l l k n o w n . N o w I fi n d t h a t I ' m

getting more and more falconry

c o m m i s s i o n s a n d t h e h a w k

paintings are coming back to the
f o r e .

about the sport. This is agreat
advantage to me, both in my
painting and in being able to travel
nearly anywhere in the world and
be welcomed as Roger Upton's
son. This has been the greatest
advantage in the Middle East,
where there is great store set in the
father-son relationship, as in
families as awhole. This has meant

that, from an early age, Ihave been
taken on Houbara Hawking trips
and treated by the Arabs as their
own son and been able to glean a
great deal of knowledge form their
hawking methods and the flying of
passagers and haggards, which is
unfortunately impossible in the UK
with present day restrictions.

Born to I Hawks, l ike horses and other
animals, are very difficult to paint
unless you really understand them,
and this is achieved by years of
being around them and handling
them. That's why the best falconry
artists, such as Lodge, Wolf and
Reid-Henry, have been so good
and loved by falconers who see the
inadequacies of the artist that
ordinary ornithologists rate highly.

Of course, another advantage of
having afather as afalconer is that,
in my case, he is very well known
around the world through being in
falconry for so long and writing

w a s

M Uptoni r y a r n

enjoyment of my sport is the
interaction between me and my
f a t h e r w h e n w e ' r e h a w k i n g
together. With the pressure on
hawking ground and the cost of it
these days most falconers are
forded to hawking with friends to
spread the costs. On the whole this
adds to the sport, as hawking has
always been avery social pastime
and it's always nice to see friends'
hawks fly and for them to watch
yours. There is nothing nicer than
sitting around with adrink in the
evening discussing the day's sport,
going through so and so's flight
and giving advice to each other
when asked. Hawking with one's
father (and Ihope with one's son)
takes this astep further. Advice can
be given without feeling it is
criticism, which unfortunately is
sometimes felt, even between the
best of friends. Competition which
sometimes rears its ugly head
between friends is taken away as
we are just as happy for each
other's hawks to go well as we

IFIND IT SURPRISING WHEN YOU LOOK

at falconry displays today how few
second generation falconers there
are. Hopefully, with the increase in
the popularity of the sport, this will
change over the next few years.

One of my earliest memories is
waking up next to my younger
brother and looking up to see two
pairs of dark eyes staring down on
me. There were the deep brown
eyes of two jack merlins on a
makeshift screen perch. The night
b e f o r e w e h a d a r r i v e d i n S c o t l a n d

w i t h o u r m o t h e r, a f t e r a d a y ' s
travel. We'd been met by aterrific
thunderstorm and downpour which
knocked out all the lights. Idon't
know why we had been put to bed
with the merlins, presumably there
w a s a l a c k o f r o o m . B u t t h i s w a s
my first hawking trip at the age of
f o u r a n d i t w a s a s t a r t o f a n
obsession with falconry and love
for the purple grouse moors of
Scotland, which has stayed with

n o w .

T o m e a

s o n

o r

e n

The Welsh Hawking Club International Meet
To be he ld a t

Ruthin Castle, Clwyd, North Wales
9 t h t o 1 2 t h N o v e m b e r 1 9 9 9i n

n

s p o r t

F a l c o n r ym y
TFIE SCOTTISH ACADEMY' OF

F A L C O N R Ym e
n o t Exciting Ail

Absorbing Holiday
W i t h a D i f f e r e n c e

m

arge part of the anything out

[XkI, Sieve'll Fi\)nk dncl me hdwkin^ in Dornoch, 1997.

Scotland’s renowned
centre offers holidays
in which you will be
flying falcons and hawks,
in scenic and beautiful Border countryside.

from Novice to Advanced courses including
falconry from horseback.

Fully residential status. We can cater for all
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given ajack merlin, along with my
brother, when Iwas aboLit nine
and Iremember Makers and Suppliers of the Very Best
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Suppliers of ‘Falcon Telemetries’,
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well flying them
around the corridors of the house
from list to list. As wc'll as these
indoor (lights we liad some great
lark flights, with both
ac (|uilting

m e r l I n s

dtemselves
Another advantage of being born
an Upton is afamily hislor\' of
artistic al>ility, agift that has bet‘n
passed on to me.
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d o v e s ( C o l u m b i n a c r u z i a n a ) .
Unfortunately, neither bird was
real ly in the correct hunt ing
c o n d i t i o n a n d a f t e r a n u m b e r o f
unsuccessful flights we decided to
call it aday. We spent the evening
having afew beers, swapping
stories and watching videos of
more successful outings.

The following day we had an
early rise and drove to the area
Jose Luis had pointed out to us on
the previous day. Three different
peregrine subspecies are found in
Peru; the resident cassini peregrine
breeds on the western slopes of the
Cordillera de los Andes from July
to September, and young birds can
be seen between September and
December, they disappear after this
date, probably migrating east to
t h e A n d e s o r s o u t h , t h e i r
disappearance coinciding with the
appearance of anatum and tundra
peregrines (F.p. anatum and
F.p. lundrius), which migrate down
f r o m N o r t h A m e r i c a b e t w e e n
September and November. We had
an excellent morning, trapping an
a d u l t m a l e t u n d r a , w h i c h w e
released, and an immature male
tundra which Jose decided to keep
and train to catch ducks. 1have
since heard that this bird is flying
very well.

After saying our goodbyes we
left that afternoon and caught abus
back to Lima. The following day
we began afive day trip on two
600cc trail bikes, atrip that would
take us right over the Andes and
down into the jungle on the other
side. It was afantastic experience,
breathing the thin, cold mountain
a i r o n r e m o t e m o u n t a i n t r a c k s
before descending several days
later into lush jungle. We saw a
number of wild raptors on the
j o u r n e y, i n c l u d i n g a p a i r o f i
Aplomados, and had some close i
Miilc Or.jnf’(‘-hn',}sU'(i l.ilcon o !)( ‘ i r<i lcut us).

Peruvian Falconry
ana tne Meet in

/ ● i

o r J r r i e n a s

ry Martyn Paterson
the main hunting season is from
July to October, when the swamps
are full of water and bird life. But
desert areas can be used all year
round.

On my first day in Peru Imet
two of Pedro's friends, Fernando
Angulo Pratolongo and Denis
Cisneros Alcazar. They had
recently bred their first Aplomado
falcon, only the third to be bred in
Peru and the first by artificial
incubation. The chick was about
twenty days old when 1saw it. The
only other raptor species to be bred
in Peru are peregrines (F.p. cassini)
by Jose Antonio Otero in 1996.

Pedro lives in Chiclayo, acity
about 600km north of the capital,
Lima. He had driven down on his
motorcycle to Lima acouple of
days before Iarrived. He had
devised an ingenious method of
transporting his female Bicolored
bawk; he had attached shoulder
straps made of car inner tubes to a
5trong cardboard box, made
door, fixed aperch inside ...and

Aplomado falcon (Falco femoralis)
and the Bicolored hawk (Accipiler
bicolor). Harris hawks (Parabuteo
unicinctus) also became popular.
Around thirteen different species
have now been flown at quarry in
P e r u . I t t o o k t i m e a n d
experimentation to find the best
quarries and hunting grounds for
these birds. The slopes of the High
Andes a re a favour i te loca t ion fo r
hunting trips but desert and
s w a m p y a r e a s p r o v e m o r e
accessible for everyday falconry.

In the summer of 1996, my
introduction to Peruvian falconry
took place —in Wales. Pedro
Yrigoyen came to work with us in
Carmarthen for three months. He
had learned English from back
copies of Hawk Chalk, and showed
us photos of his beautiful female
B i c o l o r e d h a w k . I n N o v e m b e r
1998 Iflew to Peru to spend ten
days with Pedro and the remaining
t i m e t o u r i n g t h e c o u n t r y.
Unfortunately, no one was flying
hawks seriously during my visit;

F r o m t h e c h r o n i c l e s o f t h e S p a n i s h

Conquistadors we know that a
simple form of falconry was
practised before and during the
Inca Empire in Peru. Hunting
scenes wi th domest ica ted b i rds o f
prey can be found on pottery from
a n c i e n t P e r u v i a n c u l t u r e s u c h a s
t h e ' N a z e a c u l t u r e ' . A f t e r t h e
Spanish conquest , Peruv ian
falconry died out for hundreds of
years. It was not until the 1970s
t h a t L u i s B e r t o c h i a n d O s c a r
Beingolea started to practise
falconry once again in Peru, and
they have passed their knowledge
down to anew generation of
young Peruvian falconers. Today
there are around twenty active
falconers and around 100 bird of
prey keepers in the country. The
falconry revival began by using the
traditional species of Western
falconry
slowly falconers began to lake
advantage of indigenous species,
many of which were previously
unknown in falconry, such as the
tvUrtvn Kilcrson in the hocuititui Ancles.

Mole Bi-coloured hawk (Accipiter bicolour).
White-winged dove (Zenaida asiatica).

Immature female Aplomado falcon (Falco
femora l i s ) .

v i e w s o f A n d e a n c o n d o r s . O n o u r

return Ispent afew more days with
Pedro in Lima before starting atour
travelling around much of southern
P e r u .

then drove the whole way with the
box on his back and the hawk
i n s i d e !

We were picked up early on the
second day by another of Pedro's
friends, Jose Luis Gagliardi, who
lived about 250km south of Lima,
close to Pisco. As we travelled
down to his farm, Jose Luis pointed
out about ten peregrines sitting
radio masts or telegraph pillions.
As much of the coastline of Peru is
semi-desert with few trees or tall
buildings, these artificial structures
make the best vantage points for
raptors. He showed us an area
where we might be able to trap
some peregrines the following day.
Once we arrived at his farm he
showed us his mews and aviaries,
which were very well designed.
Sitting on blocks on the weathering
lawn were two female aplomados
he had bred himself, along with a
female

hawk. He also had apair of tiny
Peruvian Harris hawks, and a
|-)eautiful male Orange-breasted
falcon (Falco deiroleucus), which
he had rescued from aparrot
(dealer in amarket.

Late afternoon we took one of
the young female Aplomados and
the male Bicolored to an open area
ten minutes' drive from the farm,

■smal l b i rds, such

M y t i m e i n P e r u w a s a
fascinating experience and gave
m e m e m o r i e s t o t r e a s u r e . I t i s

always interesting to visit falconers
in d i f ferent countr ies and cul tures
and see how they view our sport.
Raptors are still persecuted in Peru,
and avariety of different species of
raptors are routinely offered for
sale to the public in local bird
markets, usually in poor condition.
Captive breeding is in its infancy in
this country and it is encouraging
to see how many falconers are set
on breeding their own birds rather
than taking them from the wild. I
look forward to returning to Peru in
the fu ture, to these dedicated
f a l c o n e r s a n d t h e i r b i r d s o n c e
more. i s

o n

the peregrine —but

a

peregr ine
anatum) and amale Bicolored

a n a t u m

I
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Our quairv vvas t
Iong-lailed moi king birds

longit audalLis), Red-
breasted meadowlarks (Sturnella
bellit osa) and (making ground

a s
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challenge, Iwasn't going to be
beaten that easily. Ibegan thinking
abou t De l ta k i tes and even made

You surely can't forget the
weather during 1998, i t was
atrocious and i t became more and
more difficult to get out for regular
flying, but even so we finished off
with something like thirty head of
game. Considering that Ialways try
and aim for the spectacular, rather
than just any old flight, Iwas really
excited with Challenge and my first
s e a s o n w i t h h i m . I f I t e n d t o b e
choosy in wanting the right set-up
i t 's only because Iwant the
optimum challenge and spectacle.
Ineed to be assured that there will
be game to flush and, bearing in
mind that astoop would generally
be from 600ft upwards, 1also want
to know that the land is open and
free enough from fences and other
hazards. What was especially
gratifying was that he always
seemed to put on agood show for
the big occasions. Flights at our
field meet in Wales, the moors of
Scotland or on the Marlborough
Downs when guests were present
were breathtaking, even if on each
occasion he fai led to ki l l . This for
me is what long wing flying and
game hawking is always about,
when those rigid disciplines finally

produce that one great stoop and
the hairs on your neck just prickle
and stand on end in awe at such
sights.

Iam getting carried away again.
The point 1began trying to make is
n o t t h e m e t h o d s 1 u s e d b e c a u s e
there are many others, but in the
perseverance which Ibelieved paid
off. Years ago Imight well have
given up, believing that it was
another low pitch, hopeless flyer
that wasn't going anywhere and
believing that it was always
s o m e o n e e l s e w h o h a d t h e l u c k
picking anatural high flyer. Iam
sure there are many out there,
similar to me, who in the past have
been alittle too impetuous and
impatient. Giving up too soon,
when early results where not
forthcoming, denies the door
opening and uncovering all those
untapped talents. Young birds
especially need alot of time to
build on experience, and it may
not even be in the i r fi rs t season
before they switch on. Acasual
approach will not produce results
but with clear aims, which need to
be carefully planned and thought
out, success will be rewarded. A:

A Cn a i i e n p e pre-purchase enquiries, but my
resolve was to try flying him again
but with adifferent approach. In
any case Ireally couldn't come to
terms with these Delta kites and all
the disciplines and hassle in setting
everything up. Iresolved to fly him
again but only if there was game
present, and at whatever his pitch
and position. Iwould then flush
game even if he was only at 6ft.
Af ter a l l , he wasn ' t eventual ly
named Challenge for nothing.

It was not too difficult to spot
and locate game, and so began this
rather bizarre exercise of either
having the bird on awall or
someone's fist, me with the lure
and the quarry somewhere in
between us. Iwould call the bird,
off he would go and so would I,
charging the vague area of the
located quarry, sometimes asingle
pheasant, sometimes asingle or
three or four partridge. The whole
exercise was acomplete donkey's
b r e a k f a s t a n d i t m u s t h a v e
appeared areal Fred Carno circus
act. Although 10 feet was his
height, the first positive sign
tha t he wou ld a t l eas t chase

a n d

I a n B l a n t e r nb y

fit. Ialso eventually lost this bird,
but to have had the good fortune of
t w o b i r d s w h i c h b o t h m o u n t e d a s

stylish game hawks was, as 1was
soon to discover, pure good
fortune and luck. Ishould point out
that the land we fly on is as flat as
apancake, so neither bird ever had
the advantage of learning to gain
lift from hills or mountains, they
just seemed naturals.

It took me along time to recover
from these two losses, for in my
w i l d e s t d r e a m s 1 c o u l d n e v e r
imagine Iwould ever repeat, let
a l o n e s u r p a s s , t h e s e t w o
exceptional 'waiting on' birds. It's
funny how time is agreat healer
and it wasn't long before 1wanted
to get going again and Imanaged
to obtain agyr/peregrine bred by
Martin )ones from my rook falcon. I
suppose the circus act that
prevailed on collecting him should
have prepared me for all (hat was
to come. Hooding him for the
journey home was anightmare. He
just wouldn't sit on the fist and
lifting him to replace him on the
glove only compounded the
vicious circle. Spraying him with
water temporarily overcame the
immediate problem of getting h
home in the car. Freshly taken up
birds Ialways leave at least aweek
before Iattempt anything, giving
them fair chance to settle down
and take in their new surroundings.
It took weeks before 1was able to

let alone going up. During those
first few weeks of training
(torment), Idon't think there was
one occasion when Ididn't have to
get the telemetry out to find him.
Flying so low it was impossible to
ascertain in which direction he had
gone once he disappeared behind
ahedge or wall line. It was either
that or trying to get him back from
awall where he would just sit and
take stand. Strangely enough, on
being located he would come to
the lure all right, albeit in his own
good time. During this period, I
found no endearing features to
which Icould relate with him. He
was ahor r ib le character and I
loathed him. He wound me up so
much Igenuinely felt for his safety,
since no other bird Ihad owned
got anywhere near this avian
delinquent —he just got to mo. I
didn't get much solace ̂ om friends
in Canada and the USA who I
contacted on the internet. They all
laughed and said 'if Iwas mad
enough to take on agyr/pere then
that was the price Ihad to pay'.
Their problems seemed to mirror
mine. The only consolation, if
there was one, was the knowledge
that it was not just me with a
problem. It didn't help either when
Martyn Paterson said all the ones
they had bred and flown had been
no trouble at all. Iwas completely
at my wit's end and fell that if this
was what Ihad endure, for my own
piece of mind and his safety, I
would pension him off to the
security of an aviary.

Peregrine/sakers
previous great love and success, so
Ibegan looking for asimilar bird,
the sort that !had empathy with
and such great success before. No
such luck, it was now so late in the
season and there was just nothing
aVaiIabIe, By this time Ihacl
calm ed

D o n ' t g i v e i n . I b e l i e v e a l l

LONGwings will go up eventually,
although it has taken me agood
number of years to come to this
conclusion. 1look back at the birds
I h a v e ' f a i l e d ' w i t h a n d w h i c h w e r e
u s e d a s r o o k h a w k s a n d I d o n ' t
mean this in aderogatory way. I
am quite sure they would have
turned into good high mounting
game hawks, if only Ihad not
written them off so soon. 1also
honestly think that once birds are
flown as rook hawks, they can
never be turned into classic game
hawks. They definitely can't be
used for both disciplines. This is a
personal point of view, and one
that Imight be taken to task over.

The first bird Ihad that really
went up was atiercel peregrine/

ker. Some older members may
remember (his tiercel which I
named Sid. This 'little bird' which
flew at 1lb 8oz spoilt me and really
did turn me into aconverted game
hawker and Ihave never turned or
looked back since. Ipicked up this
bird late in the season as an eyass
and 1took it and afalcon with me
to Scotland, prepared merely to get
it manned and at least coming to
(he lure. On his first free flight it
hot off, heading in astraight line

for the distant coastline causing me
to wet myself and, with my heart in
my mouth, Ifrantically shouted
and swung my lure. To my relief it
returned and to my amazed delight

back over me whilst

s a

w a s

everything that was put up
indeed he actually caught an
unsuspecting partridge which
unfortunately flew straight towards
him. We did this for just four days
and on the fifth day Idecided I
would delay the flush and see just
what would happen, he might even
turn and come round on the turn to
see what it was all about, Lo and
behold amiracle, he actually
t u r n e d a n d

We have used experts in falconry, in design,
and in manufacture to produce equipment to
meet the needs of today’s falconer.

i m The Falconry Company has it all... quality,
style, choice, availability -at arealistic price.

s

to 20ft. Ileftw a s u p
him flying even longer and with
another turn, saw him at 30ft at
which point I fel t aflush was
imperative before he lost interest
and was oft again. Half asloop and
atail chase but it

get anywhere near him and
essential things like weighing hi
were just one of the many major
obstacles against progress. He
would bate off the weighing
machine the minute Ijust touched
the jesses, bate from the fist even
when hooded if Imerely touched a
feather, and day to day attempts at
manning became an endless and
f r u i t l e s s b a t t l e . T h e s e c o n fl i c t s
continued relentlessly during early
(raining and flying attempts.

The next problem came whem ht>
began flying fre-'e. Six feel seemed
to be his pilch and he showc-'d no
inc lin.ition as to what turning for a

itrc' was about,

I t c a m e

maintaining apitch of 300fl. From
ih.il day on we never looked back
and, Io[)enIy admit, the hawk

ide the falconer. Iflew him for
and eventually lost

m

m yw e r e w a s p r o g r e s s .
The most amazing feature of this

week sexercise was that his whole
character and demeanour changed
as if ill click of the fingers, fie
was aTOTALLY different bird from
the maniac Ihad picked up some
month earlier. Ican't even begin to
describe the dramatic change. It's a
fact we have never looked back
since those tew short days and it
was only alittle longer before he
was at iOOll, then lOOlt and finally
when Iwas Ilk ky and conditions
were right, over IOOOIt.

m e

three seasons
him to some evil sholgun moron,

a n o t h e rMy replacement was
rineVsaker, but this lime a

Iwank-‘d to address Sid's
tTfie Jafeonry Company

54 Enville Road, Kinver, Dudley,
West Mimlands DY7 6BX

perc 'g
f e m a l e a s

niy shortc oming, his relusal to
ouldn' l bel ieve

o

d o w n s o m e w h a t ,lake pheasant. I
my good luck, tor this bird Hying
ill) loz, similarly took to the wing
and, .ilihoLigh lac king in the style'
,inrl perfec imanners cjI the' smaller
here <d, very c|uic kly bc‘gan
mounting n.iturally once she- w.is

managing to look at my problems
with alittle more objectivity. I
decick-'d lo rc-'solve the matter one
way or another and try another
slant to try and overcome my

o n t h e

a t

Tel /Fax (01384)877261
I l o o kK c d l i e s , s oc t ireturn p.iss o
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h a r e b e f o r e , b u t a s t h e h a r e
climbed the hill Amber spotted
him. She closed her wings and
powered down. Ty was back on
the wing and the young female
didn't need any help as she took
t h e h a r e c l e a n a r o u n d t h e h e a d .
The hare and bird went tumbling
into the heather, her first blue hare.
It didn't take long before Pepsi put
up another; Amber this time didn't
even get achance. Ty took it clean
on his own and Tasha just turned
off and sat twenty or so feet away
sulking. Amber came down to
make sure that Ty wasn't going to
let it go. By now it was in the bag
and it looked like we were going to
have agood day. We saw alot of
hares getting up and going over the
top of the hill, but the birds stuck
with Pepsi, watching her from
above, using the wind to hold
themselves directly above her and
waiting for the hares to make a
mistake. We were half way up the
hill and it was starting to tell. This
is when you're grateful for agood
breakfast . The bi rds were now
starting to get more height and to
stop them from drifting over the hill
1called Pepsi to heel. Ithen told
her to go left on the smaller hill.
This brought the birds back into the
wind and above Pepsi and me. All
we needed was ahare to break
cover. As we moved around the
hill the birds lost the wind and
decided to go higher and, of
course, that's when Pepsi flushed a
pure white hare. The hare ran
along and around the hill to the
left. Ty, as usual, was the first to
turn it. Straight up the hill and
straight into Tasha, as he's done a
hundred times before, Tasha taking
the hare broadside on and rolling
down the hill crashing into the
heather. With all this going on I
was running after them, trying to

in and help. From nowhere
me Amber, bouncing into the

h a l l r j f I ' J ' ' f e a t h e r t h a t w a s
strugglinS undergrowth. As I

(here the hare must have
decided that he didn't want to play

/more and kicked Tasha oft,
v\ilh Amber hanging on (o Tasha.
Thev jrisl S‘̂ 1 there, probably
wondering what had happened, as

oft like the wind over

Winter 97 in Scotlanc.
By j . V l c K n i d n te r

breakfast porridge (Scot's of
course), egg, bacon, sausage,
beans, tomatoes, fried bread, toast,
jam or marmalade. Iwas full and
ready for anything. It looked like I
wouldn't be able to get up on the
moor, so Ijoined the rest of the
falconers and we split into groups,
Harrises, Redtails, Falcons and
Coses. Idecided to hunt the hill to
see what my birds would think of
the blue hares. After ashort drive
we arrived at the bottom of what
looked like just an ordinary
hillside. Igot the birds ready and
we started to climb the hill. I
flying three birds together so Isplit
from the group and went up the
hill from adifferent side. Iusually
carry two hawks and the old
female follows on. As we got out of
sight of the others Icast my
Harrises off. They fly together at
home, so it didn't take long for
them to get into (he swing of
things. Up they went. At this stage
the only control Ihave over my
hawks is my dog. By being able to
control her the hawks know that
she'll be where the quarry is. They
follow her, and if Ibring the dog
back to heel the birds will land. As

twisting little roads, Icame upon a
sign for Lochindorb Lodge. The
view from the road across the loch
to Lochindorb Lodge is like an
artist's picture come to life. With
the moors surrounding you and the
chattering of the grouse echoing
across the loch, the Lodge is just
visible, sitting in among asmall
clump of trees looking out across
mysterious waters where aruined
castle is anchored to an island. As
you drive through the gate to the
Lodge you pass the keeper and
caretaker's cottages, set within the
grounds. Very important people,
who supply you with aroaring fire
and good food on the table after a
hard day's hunting on the moors.
Once there Iwas welcomed by the
falconers of the previous weeks,
ami Ilistened to stories of the ones
that got away, then found out
where everything is. But for now it
was time to check the birds. Iput
them out on the lawn overlooking
the loch to stretch their wings after
their long journey in their boxes. 1
then took the dog for arun and
made time to relax. 1had aquiet
drink in front of aroaring log fire,
m e t t h i s w e e k s f a l c o n e r s a n d
prepared myself for the hunting to
c o m e .

The next day Igot up to alarge

1HAD HEARD ALOT OF REALLY GOOD

stories about this place in Scotland,
w h e r e t h e b l u e h a r e s r u n t h i c k a n d
fas t and the rabb i t s ou tnumbered
the human population at 5,000
to one. As aregular visitor to
Scotland, Idecided to ring, Bri
Paterson, who was the main man,
and go and see for myself this
place called Lochindorb. Loading
up my team of three Harrises,
Tasha my five-year-old female,Ty
my three-year-old male, the newest
member o f ( he team, and my
young female Harris, Amber, and
last but not least Pepsi, my
s p r i n g e r. O n f o l l o w i n g t h e
instructions given to me by Brian I
found myself in (Devon) so I
dec ided t o t u rn a round and head
north. Sure enough near the top
e n d o f t h e A 9 r o a d 1 e n t e r e d t h e
r e a l m s o f t h e t r u e f a l c o n e r a n d
AList ringer's delight
Highlands of Scotland.

Scotland's Granlown-on-Spey is
asmall town with great pubs (I've
always thought) and even better
f o o d . A b o u t fi v e m i l e s n o r t h
through the town you'll see some
of the most beautiful countryside in
Britain. Turning off the A9 at
Carrbridge 1followed the signs for
L o c h i n d o r b . A f t e r a s h o r t t i m e ,
w h i c h s e e m e d l i k e f o r e v e r c l o w n

i

The team waiting for Jeff to flush.

hawks went up on the soar,
learning how to perfect and control
the wind to their best advantage.
Once we got back to the Lodge 1
fed the birds and put them in one
of the many sheds with Pepsi. On
entering the lodge to aroaring fire
with the smell of good cooking I

thought first it was time for the
Radox in anice relaxing bath.
Timed to perfection the dinner
gong rang. Aglass of wine with a
fantastic three-course meal and, of
course, the stories of the ones that
a w a y .

w a s

A
t h e

Honeybrook Farm
A n i m a l F o o d s

long as Ikeep the dog working the
birds stay airborne. Ty usually
climbs to about lOOfl, Tasha about
150ft directly above Ty and the
young bird. Amber, about 300ft
above Tasha. The longest I've
managed to keep them on the wing
is 55 minutes; they were rewarded
with a71b blue hare. Today it
wouldn't be long before they
s p o t t e d t h e i r fi r s t h i
Suddenly they came out of the sky
like the red arrows. First the hare
ran clown the hill with Ty close
behind the old female. Tasha held
bac kand waitc'd awhile. Ty turnc'd
the hare up the hill, but this lime
the hare jinxed and ly hit the
hcMthei. Tasha (aught the hare on
the back c'nd and was kic kc‘d oti.
Ihc“ hare

Nation-wide, prompt deliveries of premium
blast frozen hawk,

falcon and owl food from the UK’s

largest quality supplier.//ti/r/.sc.s sttU king uj) for the kill.

Chicks, Rats, Quail,
Mice, Hamsters,

Guinea Pigs &Rabbits
Subject to availability

Top Quality British Produce
Sponsors of the Campaign for Falconry

Visit our stand at the 1999 Falconers Fair

get
{ a

L i e h a r e .

got

a n y

the* hare' was
(he hill and gone. Ithought, lor
their first da\, lhc'\’'d had enough
so Ific'w them on the* lower pari ol
the hill where ihc'ic' was less

b l u e h a r e . I h e

set off up the hill, kic king
his heels skyward. The young
lemale .Ambc'i had been loo high to
)oin in. She had

Phone (01386 )830089
www.honeybrookfarm.com

chanc eol scH'ing aM C ' v e r s c * e n a t ) i u e

I f
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motivating and at worse can lead
to the loss of the hawk. Even game
hawks a re bes t flown fi t and
reasonably sharp, otherwise when
(not if) something goes wrong she
will not come in promptly.

The moment 1see acouple of
non-hawking days coming Itank
up the hawks then sharpen them
again; this keeps them bright, with
agood appetite. Although we are
hawking every day through the
season, we are not taking the same
hawks out. Long runs of successful
hawking days make ahawk jaded
and can lead to her apparent
flying weight going down. Better
to give her agood blow out with
clean meat and if necessary adose
of rangle than to go down the
miserable slope chasing afalling
flying weight.

Weight is an indication of (we
hope) how much muscle is on the
bird. Take it below her optimum
and you are taking off muscle,
making her weaker. Take it higher
and beyond her proper individual
size all you are adding is fat. Once
you have found her optimum
muscle mass then you must work
with her appetite. The old rhyme
sums it up neatly;

manage afull stoop with aneat
strike. To the uninitiated she may
appear to go up well and do a
magnificent stoop —but miss. The
reality is that she needed her basic
flying skills built up step by step.

1 h a v e s e e n a n u n h a c k e d
peregrine, five years old, going up
and stooping beautifully, but a
terrible footer. Flown at grouse
daily through asix week season,
she had probably done around 5x
50 =250 stoops in her whole life.
No wonder her fooling was so
bad! With such infrequent practice
she had little chance to improve. If
she had hadIO days stooping to a
c a r e f u l l y s w u n g l u r e a s a
youngster she would have done
twice as many stoops and throw-
ups, and at aformative age when
she could really develop her skills.

Of course if the falconer has his

brain in neutral and swings the
lure too far in front of the falcon,
and finishes by giving her the lure
instead of letting her beat him, he
will end up with an unmotivated,
wide-swinging, low-flying, up¬
wind stooping, sneaking aquick
rest, kind of afalcon. Just what
you don't want.

Although we are very lucky to
h a v e a c c e s s t o d o m e s t i c b i r d s

nowadays, it is apity that many
falconers just don't know what a
passage or haggard falcon is
capable of and thus don't know
what standard to aspire to.
Tra in ing reg imes or ig ina l l y
intended for wild-caught raptors.

have to be considerably modified
for domestic ones to compensate
for their naivety.

K i tes and ba l loons a re ano the r

way to give the hawk experience.
They can also be quite good at
giving the falconer an experience
as well. 1remember ballooning
some gyrs in Nevada some years
ago. Chasing the ones which went
up high then went off at check
w a s q u i t e a n i n t e r e s t i n g
experience. Especially the ones
w h i c h c a m e d o w n i n I n d i a n

reservations. (Please mister, can I
have my hawk back? And would
you mind not pointing that at me?)
For safe ballooning the ground
must be as open as your normal
hawking ground, and,
anything if it is overdone can
become afixat ion . The hawk must
be transferred to real flying
routines as soon as possible. Kites
and balloons are subject to
technical hi tches and can also be

very time consuming. They are
use fu l i n g i v i ng a fa l con
confidence to go into the 'upper
air' but they do not teach those
vital stooping and footing skills.

As ahawk gets more skilled and
fit then she gets more confidence.
She will get better and better. But
i f s h e i s u n fi t s h e w i l l l o s e
confidence, and cutt ing her
sharper will just make it worse.
Many falconers, once the hawk is
going well, make the opposite
mistake and try to fly her in 'high'
c o n d i t i o n . T h i s a t b e s t i s d e -

Y-

ime to plan your litness programme
Dr Nick Fox

course is the little matter of getting
the hawk back. Asemi-fit falcon is
quite capable of flying 100-200
miles in one day.

The cardinal rule in fitness
training is to build muscle from
food and fat. The hawk needs to
be in slightly high condition so
that she has bodily reserves to
conve r t t o musc le . The
e x e r c i s e s h e d o e s t h e
appetite she has and the
muscle she builds. If she is flown
hard without these reserves she
will be forced to burn up precious
muscle, and you will see the bad
effect the next day.

Slow steady exercise is good for
any hawk. The simplest is to call
her backwards and forwards
between two falconers. With the
crow falcons we place the people
about 500 yards apart and the
falc on does one stoop and pass
before the falconer hides the lure
and the other one shows his. This
is also good for teaching afalcon
t o l o o k o u t w e l l a n d t o
well, from adistance. For aHarris
the distances can be shorter, and
of course, like the farmer with his
c o w , s t a r t o i l w i t h s h o r t e r

distances and work up.
High jumping is also good

es|')ecially when daylight time' or
good weather i s scarce . Ihave
writtc'n in more detail <\bout this in
my book 'Understanding the Bird
of Prey'.

coming for job interviews who are
clearly unfit. My wife says; "He's
not a fa lconer ! " So we on ly
employ people with that lean,
hungry look (if they have mad,
staring eyes, so much the
better ...). Caring properly for the
hawks requ i res afi t , ac t i ve
falconer who is prepared to put
the needs of the hawk before his
o w n .

The dogs also need to be fit. It is
no use arriving on agrouse moor
with adog which appears to be
90% tongue. We would give our
pointers about five miles road
work per day through June and
July, following the horses or car.
By early August they would be in
good running condition with hard
pads and strong tendons. Such
dogs, even if they become picky
eaters during August and
September, will work well and
maintain their condition. They will
also be capable of much longer
days than kennel-kept unfit dogs
which can scarcely manage an
h o u r a t a l i m e .

The horses too are out on the
steep fields in the summer,
keeping up their basic fitness and
working all thc'ir muscle groups.
From May through July they do
road work, being alternaU'ly
r idden and led , In l )u i l d the i r
backs and s t reng then ihe i r
lendons. More jumping and
schooling is inlroducc'd during July
until by the opening meet in
August they are fit enough to go
all day and to maintain condition.
It is the tired horse whic hstumbles
and fa l ls and that is the cause of
the nastiest ac cidc'nts.

l o r t h e f a l c o n e r t h e r e i s a n

O n c e u p o n a t i m e , s o l o n g a g o
that it probably didn't happen at
all, towards the end of along dark
Swedish winter, two neighbouring
farmers got together for their
annual drinking session. Normally
shy, the drink started to get the
better of them (some things don't
change). They were both powerful
men and they started to argue
about who was the strongest.

O n e s a i d ; ' L o o k a t t h e s e
muscles —I could lift asheep
clean off the ground!'

The other, who was built like a
bear, but whose head for drink
was not so strong, said; "So what,
that's nothing —I bet you 1could
l i f t a C O W ! '

The next morning, somewhat

L

m o r e

m o r e

m o r e

l i k e

t h e w o r s e f o r w e a r , v a g u e
memories came back to him about
his rash bet. The honour of his
family was at stake. Flow could he
possibly lift accw? The winter
nearing its end but the cows were
still indoors. Most were dry now
but some were already calving.
Although they were just the small

Id-fashioned Swedish cows, they
still extremely heavy. There

he cou ld l i f t one.

w a s

Washed meat and stones will cause

ahawk to Jly:
Long fasting and great casting

will cause ahawk to die.

c o m e i n

o

w e r e

w a s n o w a y
Then his ga/c' fell on acall. That

problem to lift when he
>ded to move it to milk its

4Ask your Editor.

W i i s n o

n e c

niolhc'i'. Thc'n hc' had an idc>a,
every morning he* would come out

Ihc' shed and lift up this calf. If
he m.magc'd lo do it c-vc-ry day, by
lh(' next wintc'i- hc' would win his

i t H I - T R A K
E L E C T R O N I C T R A C K I N G

t o

E Q U I P M E N T
I n my opinion, in these days ot

unhacked domestic
stooping to the lure is an essential
element, rc'gardless of the ultimate
use ol the lak on. || is vital that ihc'
lalcon is conlideni in hc'r turns,
stoops and lofitwork. Ihave had
an unhat kc'd gyrkin misjudge his
stoop .ind, hitting ihc' ground,
lumbk' I5yards, that touki c'asiK
bc' fatal. Until she i
ord ina led and sk i l led in thc 'sc '
m.inoeuvrc's, do not expect her to

Statc-oF-the-arl technology for tracking all typc.s
of wildlife. British design and manufacture.f a l c o n s .bc ' l !

(hew say, is( h f r e s t . a s

Send for latest brochure and price list of new
re-desii>ned equipnient to

Wildlife Tracking Systems
4The Crescent. Wolverlcy. Kidcienninster.

Worcestershire. Hnglaiui. DYIO .^RY
Tel/ Fax: ()|S62-S.S0.^2y Mobile: OSfiO-S.U.UV

E-Mail; witillit'etiaeking^'>easynel.co.uk
Web site: lmp;//www.,seool.eo.uk/raleoiifayie/

history ...
As aIllness programnu

had c'vc'fvthing going lor it. Make'
to start with, make* sleacK'

planned

■his idc-a

It easy additioiicd problem. You can't
at tualiv sit on ahawk as you c<in
.1 horse-. Being Irc-c- in the- air it is
able to rest or do its own tiling. So

h<i Idc-r lo design asteady

< t v c - ap i og i ess ,
progr.inime lo |■e<^( hyoiit target.

()f (ourse as tak oners, titness
oi i i hav\ 'ks. IS propc-rK co-do(‘s not just apply to

I l i s t w ( - m u s t a t t e n d t o o u r o w n I t I S

progressive progr.imme. Also otIllness. Some-limes we gc-l peo|)le
I H
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Tne Mil lennium n e r w e

WRoger Upton By Marie-Louise Lescnallas
highest standards possible. We
must not forget that we practise a
fi e l d s p o r t , n o t a c i r c u s
performance, and that we should
practise this sport in a'sporting'
f a s h i o n , i n t h e fi e l d , o r
mountain or moorland, at truly
wild quarry that should always be
given asporting chance.

If we all 'do' the sport well, and
play it by the rules and code of
conduct of our various clubs, then
we have agreater chance of being
able to go on 'following the bells'.

There a re no shor t cu ts to
practising the sport, no artificial
ways of
teaching hawks to wait on, for
instance, that are either necessary
or in many cases legal,

f a l c o n e r s

s o m e

Fortunately, although we were few
i n n u m b e r , w e w e r e w e l l
represented by such as Pyllis
Barclay Smith. We could still take
hawks from the wild, under licence
from the Home Office, and our
sport was recognised in law. We
could import anything we wished.
However, before long the misuse
of agricultural chemicals had a
d r a m a t i c e f f e c t o n w i l d h a w k

populations, greater restrictions
were placed on the issue of
licences and the clubs voluntarily
stopped applying for peregrine
l i c e n c e s .

Captive breeding certainly came
a l o n g j u s t i n t i m e , t h e
breakthrough in breeding achieved
by falconers in many parts of the
world. But commercialism brought
w i t h i t s o m e d o u b t s a b o u t t h e

source of some young 'captive
bred' stock. Now, fortunately, we
have DNA to ensure fair play by
all. Wild populations of most bird
of prey species are now healthy,
indeed peregrine populations are
probably greater than ever before
in recorded history. With the
success of captive breeding we
hardly need to lobby for amore
tolerant attitude towards the taking
of wild hawks, although it would
b e m o r e ' h o n e s t ' o f t h e v a r i o u s
c o n s e r v a t i o n b o d i e s s u c h a s t h e

RSPB to stop using the emotive
words 'endangered species' for
peregrines when they are clearly
far from endangered. It damages
t h e u s e o f t h e s e w o r d s i n c a s e s

w h e r e s p e c i e s t r u l y a r e
endangered. At least America has
the honesty to accept the changing
situation and to practise amuch
more real ist ic at t i tude towards the
iisc> of wild taken hawks.

Despite all these changes and
r(‘slri( tions, nc-viring the millennium
we (an still [nac Use falconry in
ihc'se islands. Ilowever, to C'nsure
that w(-‘ nia\ ‘nnlinue it is essential
(h<il we all pr.H lise our sport to (he*

I s n ' i i t a m a z i n g t h a t , a s w e
approach the year 2000, we can
still fly falcons and hawks in much
the same way as our forefathers
d i d .

falconers spread across the country
in far reaching places the first thing
that became apparent was that
mobile phones work better in
urban areas. However, the news
spread and 1for one received my
licence and was delighted.

Following hot on the heels of
l i cences came the news tha t t he
National Trust had overturned their
ban —it may require falconers to
do alittle bureaucratic style work
in order to achieve their licence to
fly NT land, but so what, we got
there in the end .

A l l these successes have been
marvellous and thanks to funding
by falconers the Hawk Board has
been able to do their job. lain
Timmins, the co-ordinator, has
played apivotal role in all these
achievements and proved that a
f u l l t i m e c o - o r d i n a t o r i s v i t a l t o

maintaining our future. Incident¬
ally, lain is passionate about the
sport and flies awonderful female
goshawk, whom he talks to when

he thinks no one is listening.
We cannot afford to rest on our

laurels. While things may appear
quiet at the moment we have
merely won afew battles, not the
war. We need to continue to unite,
to raise funds, to find opportunities
and use the help that is available to
us so that we can continue our way
of l i f e .

The CFF is hoping to raise
s u f fi c i e n t f u n d s t o i n i t i a t e s c i e n t i fi c
r e s e a r c h w h i c h w i l l i n c l u d e
valuable data —all of which is one
o f t h e b e s t m e a n s o f d e f e n c e i n t h e

current political climate and with
your continued support we will be
able to do this sooner rather than
la te r.

The WHC has been unbelievably
supportive from the very start and
that has been hugely appreciated
—we value every word you print,
every kind word you say on our
behalf and every criticism and
q u e r y y o u p a s s o u r w a y — y o u
have been brilliant. Thank you. ^

Well, here we are ayear on and
the Campaign For Falconry is still
alive and gaining momentum.

More importantly, however, so is
falconry i tsel f , wi th fewer
restrictions than last year. We
falconers have alot to congratulate
ourselves on —over the past year
we have rallied together and
become aforce to be reckoned
with —we may be aminority but
at least we are now not treated as
s u c h .

S e a s o n a f t e r s e a s o n I s e t o u t o n

my annual pilgrimage to Scotland,
a s B l a i n e d i d , a n d F i s h e r ,
St. Quintin and Col Thornton. I
take it for granted that 1should do

o n
k

s o .

what memories of successes and
failures over the years. Sometimes I
dream about the perfect team of
grouse hawks. If only one could
load the cadge with those famous
falcons and tiercels that have, over

F a l c o n e r s g a m i n g
w e r e

a r e

F a l c o n e r sr e c o g n i t i o n ,
represented at CITES, we now have
afa lconer e lec ted on awork ing

(he seasons, excited all who saw
them fly. Memories of 'Old Bitch',
the property of Stephen Frank, who
in 1968 surely killed more grouse
(177) lhan any falcon before, or
since or likely to in the future.
'Aurora', avery high flying passage
fa Ico n
P o l l a r d , w i t h
professionalism a
'Elsevier', atiny high flying Brookei

( P a t r i c k

group (something the government
h a s n ' t a c h i e v e d ) ,
represented at the Partnership for
Action Against Wildlife Crime
(PAW) open seminar. The Alliance
worked tirelessly with us to get
falconry reinstated on National
Trust land and continues to do so

W e w e r e

M a n y
ind i v idua l i s t s .

a r e

a l m o s t
reclusive, but in certain aspects of
our sport we cannot go it alone.
With this thought in mind we must
support our clubs, the lAF, The
Hawk Board and the Campaign for
Falconry, and of course the
Countryside Alliance. By all means
be critical, ask questions and
demand answers, but support
them, for with them lies our future,
our chance to fight back before our
backs are against the wall.

belonging to Geoffrey
a s t y l e a n d
11 of her own; on many other more current issues,

w e r eOnly this time last year we
preparing to march on London —
and we did —the CFF was there
representing falconry at the Park
Royal Tube Station, which was
entertaining if exhausting, and
bemusing, if you happened to be
the London drunk who was trying
to get atube home first thing in the
morning only to be confronted by a
group of healthy, happy people
suggesting he walked.

It all seems such along time ago,
but it was an important time —

n u m b e r f a i l e d t o

M o r e l ) ;f a l c o n

'Tremontana' (Fulco Tosti), another
high flying Brookei falcon; and not
to be forgotten, Umberto Caproni's

captive bred jerkin.

1

exceptio na
' D o v r e ' .

'Naseem', ahaggard tiercel, only
f o r t w o s e a s o n s b u t

A

fl o w n

rewarding me and my friends with
sport of the highest class; 'Dharif,
'Dawn', equally good at rooks or

anri more recently 'Radio

Jfalton jFa|>re
SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY

FALCONRY ACCESSORIES

grouse
2' and 'Oliver Twist', atiercel still
showing how il should and can be

t o o

1
many of oor
recognise the devastating effect the
Foster BiH t-ould have had on our
aiuienl sport. Can you imagine
going out hawking on land not
your own and not being able to
take your dogf

Then the issue of quarry licences
a n d w e w o n a

battle there. The news

d o n e .
la({ oner must have just

list and probaldy also dream
l o r l u n a t c '

I , v e r y
SU< Il <1
a s I d o .

\ i iA l t h o u g h
(‘iiough to still pi'cK Use our sport

()( (l ined ovei'

I,w e a r e

i n■ , 1

many (h.mgc's liave
the ycMi's, Wlu'n Ist<irlecl laic oner*'
just 'hc‘lped themseivc-s' to
i r o m t h e w i l d , t h e n ( a m e t h e

fought fe.s'S thcin eighl montha its Liunch c?/ the F.ih-nners' Fa/r tho C.inyhiign
tor F.iUont\ ha.s presented the Counlr\ side -\llinine with ,j checjuo lor
£{,000. The mone\ raised will he going Upwards ihe tost oi emplo\ ing
HcWvL Hocird Co-ordin<itor /a/n Timmins.

4 1 FA I R F I E L D L A N E W O LV E R t . Y.

KIDDERMINSTER DYl I5QS
FREE PHONE 0800 026 6521

w a s

m a r v e l l o u s
was broadcast during late August,

large number

h . i w k s

( I la n d w i t hI ’ ro le i l ion o ! B i rcK A( I l ' r>4 (»7.

. A )
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oy Andy Hulme
was arranged with my good friend
Dave, our editor, so we set out for
some fun. And what aday! Firstly
she tried to go after rabbits but
soon lost interest as they quickly
disappeared below ground when
they heard us coming. She then set
her sights on magpies —but they
were far too clever for this novice,
fast and furious as she might be, so
it was on to pigeons. Pigeons
proved to be remarkably easy and
she was enjoying herself so much
she decided to stay out all night!
Deciding to leave her to her own
devices, and the call of the pub
being too much, we left her to it.

The following day, sure enough,
there she was happily sitting and
waiting for our return. Afew
swings of the lure and she was
down, eager for another day's play
and the opportunity to try out her
newly acquired skills. So it was up
to us to find her some sport —or

so we thought! She had other ideas
and was soon off the fist after a
cock pheasant she had spotted
sauntering towards ahedge. She
grabbed the cock bird by the neck
and hung on. As the cock pheasant
ran across the field trying to shake
off this little monster they both
crashed into the hedge. The hedge
proved to be more of aproblem
than she bargained for —the
pheasant emerged but she didn't!
Ten out of ten for effort and
d e t e r m i n a t i o n . S h e
some hen pheasants and wasn't
about to be cheated again. This
time she was ready and twice
achieved akill. What next? Crows,
rooks, lapwings (that Ilet go),
green woodpecker (that Ilet go),
wood pigeons, she had the lot!
Time to go bigger.

So there we were, driving very
slowly towards aherring gull.
What the hell! In for apenny. To
our dumbfounded awe and sheer
disbelief she took off out of the
window of the jeep and was soon
firmly attached to the back end of
this colossal monster! Dave and I

I t a l l s t a r t e d w h e n a f r i e n d o f

mine asked me if Iwould fly his
spar. Ijumped at the chance,
having trained one from the wild at
the tender age of thirteen; 1have
great respect and admiration for
t hese amaz ing l i t t l e b i r ds .
However, Iwas surprised to find
her as wild and unpredictable as
the one Ihad flown all those years
ago, and it was clear that she was
going to need some serious
handling before Iwould be able to
lake her out. After aweek, 1had
her flying at agood weight of 9oz,
which improved, to 9'/joz, and she
was proving to be very responsive.

The last time 1flew aspar it was
all walking around from field to
field trying to surprise some
unsuspecting critter, but this was
going to be different, now Icould
drive! (Well, sort of.) So no more
foot slogging and shaking bushes,
we were mobile! So aclay's flying

/u//an Coclrrov, the herring gull unci the monster spurrowhuwk

and still flies them now in January.
He has flown two leverets, hitting
them the first attempt and picking
himself up to have another three
attempts both times.

Kaiser has, up to early January,
taken twenty-four pheasants,
f o u r t e e n c o c k s a n d t e n h e n s . S o m e
he has taken on the rise, some on
t h e r e fl u s h a n d t h e r e s t h e h a s
fol lowed into cover and I 've found
him holding the bird with both feet

in the neck and head.
H e d o e s n ' t m i n d

groups of people, but
I'm lucky in the fact
t h a t h e s e e s m a n y
people every day as I
t a k e h i m t o w o r k . H e

doesn't mind strange
dogs
introduced to dogs
from day one, as 1
have an orange and

white Brittany, ablack and white
Bri t tany and arough coated
lurcher. Kaiser will work with any
dog put in front of him and
watches the dog at ail times,
waiting for apoint and flush.

His only two bad points are that
h e h a t e s t r a c t o r s a n d w i l l n o t t a k e

the hood, but that's my fault for not
introducing it straight away.

My own thoughts on the key to
successful goshawking is get out as
much as possible. Igo hawking
four or five days aweek and show
them plenty. Iuse tirings when
needed and feed the goshawk up

T h i s y e a r I w a s f o r t u n a t e t o b e
allocated aclub male goshawk. I
picked up my twelve-day-old chick
from Mark Richards and named
h i m K a i s e r .

The job then began of socially
imprinting Kaiser to, hopefully, a
goshawk that flew at ahigh weight,
would be amiable and pretty
bombproof with groups of people
and dogs and any situation we
c a m e a c r o s s .

Mark's breeding pair
of goshawks are of
Hungarian origin and
this is what this article

Hungarian

♦

fc - ■* .

Kaiser's tally by
15th January:
14 cock pheasants
11 hen pheasants
8French partridges
2English partridges
8 r a b b i t s
1 d r a k e M a l l a r d

1 7 m o o r h e n
1wood pigeon

soon spotted

i s a b o u t -

goshawks.
I ' v e h e a r d a l o t o f

criticism of Hungarian
male goshawks —they
are too small, they can't
hold rabbits, they can't
hold cock pheasants
and they are only good at partridge
and moorhens.

Kaiser weighed lib 9Vjoz when
he was hard penned and he started
flying free to the lure at 11b 4Vjoz.
By the end of November Kaiser
was flying at 1lb 7oz.

His main prey has been pheasant
and partridge, as here down south
these are the main quarry species.
We are lucky down south as game
is in abundance and easi ly
accessible. Ask Mike Tucker. Ha!
ha!, sorry mate!

Even though his main quarry is
game, he has taken eight rabbits

a n d w a s

Andy Hulle partridge hawking with
goshawk and Emma (Brittany).

o n a w e l l d e s e r v e d k i l l .

were out of the jeep and already in
hot pursuit. What asight, this tiny
bird (by comparison) putting up the
fight of her life and winning! By the
time we reached them the gLiil had
given up and the spar, although
triumphant, was obviously very
pleased to see us and glad to be
relieved of her enormous burden,
and we in turn

I'd like to thank Steve Vaughan
for many excellent days over Great
Wigborough this season. Cheers,
boy!

In the right hands Hungarian
male goshawks are superb hunting
birds. 4 ,

were happy to see
her safe and in one piece'

Well, Iwas glad Dave was (here
to be my witness and Ihis, because
Idon Ithink either of lis would
have belic'verl || jj in)t seen
i t w i t h our own eyc’s. What abird!
What aday! Sad to say Ilost her on
o n c ' o f '

«

her famous tiights (no
I ' V o n i , b u t I k n o w t h i s

fearstjme female sparrowdiawk will
SLirvive in the w'ild, and good lui k
to her.

l e U ' m e l

4
> ' )
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Merlins food passing —Andrew Ellis
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ty Hugo C (Belgium)e r e n s

who do not keep asilence towards
t h e m e d i a e t c . I n W a l l o n i a a
f a l c o n e r s h o u l d b e a m e m b e r o f
Club Mary of Burgundy and a
holder of ahunting licence. The
l i c e n c e c a n b e o b t a i n e d a f t e r a
s u c c e s s f u l p a s s i n g o f a n
examination organised by the
regional ministry. The licence
costs about 1650 English pounds
and has to be renewed every year.

In Flanders, up until this day,
falconry is not greatly ruled by the
government. We can safely say
that the legislation on falconry and
birds of prey is in complete chaos.
With non-protected species such
as Harris and redtail, anyone can
hunt. To hunt with aprotected
species such as goshawk and
peregrine, you need to have a
special licence that can only be
obta ined through the c lubs
mentioned above. Note that the
number o f l i cences i ssued i s
l im i ted to twenty-five! Th is
inevitably opens the door to
favouritism and bribery.

Situation in other
European countries
In The Netherlands ahunting
permit is needed to hunt with a
bird of prey. The only birds
allowed as hunting birds
goshawk and peregrine. The
f a l c o n e r s h o u l d
e x a m i n a t i o n w i t h

falconers' club. You can keep
Harris and others, but they are not
accepted in the field. Don't
talk about hybrids!

In Germany an examination is
required before hunting licence is
granted. There were some rumours
about the banning of exotic and
hybrid birds, but up to now this
has not yet been decided.

In France you need ahunting
permit, but you can hunt with
every legal bird you want. France
even allows wild caught birds
be used by falconers, after
procedure.
The Future

As you have noticed, most of the
European countries
permit basis for falconers. In
of these countries clubs
dealing with education and
examina t i on .

Although Ian Timmings is doing
agreat job for the Hawk Board in
defending British falconers on all
levels, there might be aneed for a
well organised European structure
dealing with matters of falconry
which is powerful enough to
lobby on decision making at the
European level.

You, my dear friends, should
take the lead. You are the most
numerous and powerful falconers'
clubs in the European community.
There are only about 150
falconers in Belgium. Even if we
work for ten, we cannot match
your power. We can offer you all

support, but please do not
forget us and do not leave us on
an island, because it can get very
lonely! t

E u r o p e i s b e c o m i n g a f a c t o n a l l

levels of society. Decision making
will be made European-wise also
on matters concerning falconry.

I n m o s t o f t h e m e m b e r s t a t e s

fa l conry i s connec ted w i th
hunting. In some member states
falconry is not allowed, such as
Denmark, Luxemburg, FE.

The United Kingdom is a
fa lconer 's Carden or Eden in the
European context. The clubs unite
alarge number of falconers, they
a r e w e l l s t r u c t u r e d a n d h a v e
e x c e l l e n t b o d i e s t o d e a l w i t h

matters of falconry. Thanks to the
c l u b s a n d t h e e d u c a t i o n a l
displays, falconry is widely
socially accepted. The march on
London showed the persistence of
the field sports people and made a
great impression on the continent.

3y Mark Hinge
They will also have full control of
DETR Quarry and associated
licences. Simply, if an Act is
amended and passed in Wales it
will therefore open the door for the
English parliament to do likewise.

So what can you do to safeguard
falconry into the millennium?
Simply, in every way possible,
keep supporting both physically
and financially your club, the
Hawk Board and the country sports
organisations who work tirelessly
on your behalf. If you're asked by
the WHC to 'rally to acause',
please participate in whatever way
possible, and be prepared to do
your part to ensure that we
continue to enjoy a4,000-year-old
t r a d i t i o n t h a t t h e ' a n t i s ' w i l l
attempt to 'ban' mainly through
foul means. Long gone are the days
of it'll never happen ...

speaking for the whole of Wales.
The Transfer Order is some 527

pages long and lists item by item
every single Act that the Assembly
can consider. This Order is in
addition to the present powers that
the Secretary of State for Wales
currently has. 'So what?' Ihear
some cry! Well, when you sit
down and start to look at some of
the powers the Assembly will have
you see that they will (for starters, I
add) control The Countryside and
Wildlife Act, Access to Common
Ground and Open Spaces Act,
National Trust Act, Hill Farming
Act (heather burning). Pest Control
Act, all agriculture Acts (including
game therein). National Parks and
Access to the Countryside Act,
L o c a l A u th o r i t i e s ( L a n d ) A c t ,
Forestry Act, Slaughter of Poultry
act (including all birds other than
domestic fowl). Planning and Land
Act (Right of Ways), Animal Health
Act ( including welfare), Zoo
Licensing Act (falconry centres)
and so the list goes on. There will
be scope to legislate with the
facility of cross-border functions.

IWRITE THIS ON NEW YEAR'S DaY,
with afew months to go until the
elections for the National Assembly
in Wales. By the time you read this
the campaigns would have come
and gone, the papers would have
run out of sleaze stories and the
election result will now be apart of
history; but ahistory that is both
living and one that will affect the
falconers in Wales and our fellow
falconers across the border alike. In
my role as press and publicity
officer, Ican give you ataster of
what may come your way.

P o l i t i c s i s i n a n e w e r a ,
w h a t e v e r

a r e

p a s s a n
a k n o w n i

e v e n

o fi r r e s p e c t i v e
government is in power, the Welsh
Assembly is here to stay. It will
h a v e c o n s i d e r a b l e p o w e r s
legislate on many diverse topics,
but the bottom line to you and me
is that the future of country sports

The Belgian Situation
The t i t l e above i s a l r eady
inadequate. Belgium no longer
exists on matters related with
environment and hunting. These
m a t t e r s a r e d e a l t w i t h o n a

t o

arigid t o

is in their hands.
Parliament passes what is termed

as primary legislation. Basically,
this is sanctioned by both the
House of Commons and the House
of Lords, it is signed by the Queen.
The Welsh Assembly will have
secondary legislation. This doesn t
mean secondary in power or

(legislation
legislation!) but it does mean that it

consider Acts of Parliament
that are already in force and can
amend, change, delete or revise
those Acts passed to it under The
Transfer of Functions Order. The
Assembly can pass these under
either afull scrutiny procedure
fast track them. In any case it does
not need the approval of either the
Commons or the Lords, or the

As aside issue, and
like it or not, the

( a n d i s c u s s
/business and vote on

3 r e o n a
m o s tHunting with abird of prey in

Flanders does not require apermit.
The protected (all European)

birds of prey cannot be detained
by anon-aggregated individuals or
clubs. This means that aperson
who presents themselves at a
falconer's house with an injured
bird of prey picked up on aroad
would be sent away. The falconer
is not allowed to deal with this
bird, only non-specialised centres
of nature protection organisations
can. The reintroduction of fully fed
birds of prey after months in a
wired aviary is not very successful.
In fact, following the letter of the
law, no one is allowed to pick up
protected animals and transport
them. Maybe the government
wants us to put the poor animal
instantly to death! Although that is
also forbidden Ican imagine a

h a v e

regional basis.
This leads to typical Belgian

s i t u a t i o n s . T h e w o o d c o c k F E
cannot be hunted in Flanders
because of full protection, while in
Wallonia he is still game! If you
realise that the border between the
regions is sometimes agully you
can imagine the following. In the

hunting party the hunter
walking on Flemish side holds his
shot, while his ironically smiling

the other side of

Editor's note: Mark is now Political
Officer fo r the Count rys ide
A l l i a n c e w i t h i n t h e W e l s h
Assembly.

a r e

I Se f f e c t i v e n e s s

AllENBROVE CONSUIIIUITSs a m e
c a n

M O R T G A G E S * C O M M E R C I A L L O A N S *
E Q U I P M E N T L E A S I N G A N D L E A S E B A C K

B U S I N E S S P R O B L E M S ?

W E C A N H E L P W I T H C O M PA N Y
RE-STRUCTURING,

PRIVATE HNANCE OR AQUICK SALE

hunting mate on
the gully. ■■

The situation in both regions on
the field is quite different, while in
politics there seemed to be a

The traditional clubs.

o r

c o n c e n s u s

Mary of Burgundy and the BVVVH
(Flanders) try to keep faironry
very low profile. They i(*je( fevery
form of 'outing'. They refuse’ as
meml)ers falconers dealing with

profc'ssiona I

o n a
Q u e e n ,
w h e t h e r v o u
Welsh Assembly

F O R C O N F I D E N T I A L A D V I C E C O N T A C T
R O B E R T G O D F R E Y

Te l : 0 1 9 3 4 6 3 2 5 4 0 o r 0 7 9 7 1 5 2 4 4 6 2

o u r

parliamentary
private members'Iedge

understanding.
s o m em a V bills as if it werea n d( l i spb iy

involv(*menl and reje< ftalc oners
) ~
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or kite method to encourage pitch
w i t h h i m . F r o m w h a t I h a v e h e a r d ,

seen and experienced, it seems that
tiercels are naturally aerial and have
atendency to go up with little
encouragement. 1believe they take a
higher pitch due to their smaller size
and subsequent lesser powers of
flight compared to that of the female,
which in turn gives them the
advantage they need over their
quarry. The results are spectacular
pitches and stoops that rarely fail
unless cover beats them.

Duck are our main quarry here
and, as always, Itry to give young
birds easy setups at first to boost their
confidence. One great little pond
that Idiscovered by chance was in a
basin at the bottom of ahill and was
an ideal setup for starting ayoung
bird which needed to learn from the
benefit of pitch. Later during the
season Itook afew falconer friends
with young birds to this pond to get
their birds going. We later referred to
it as GB's pond as he proceeded to
take another seven ducks from it over
his first season. His first ki
green winged leal that he killed in
tile air. Subsequent kills in his first
season were less dramatic and he
used to get his duck by making it bail
out following an intimidating stoop
from way up high and afake strike.
He would then spin around and grab
them on the ground. Although avery
successful strategy for him, it used to
frustrate the heck out of me. He
ended his first season with sixteen
ducks to his credit and probably
of the most enjoyable seasons for me
in along time.

S e c o n d S e a s o n

I T - I .
l e r c e i s a r e m o r e r u n ;

Mark Wi liams

heard someone say males are too
small for such and such quarry? I
have done it and been proved wrong
every time! When you think about it
these little guys are the sole food
provider for several weeks during the
breeding season, so they have to be
very competent hunters since they
are hunting and catching food all
day for their mate and young.

So, late in the summer of 1997 my
tiercel anatum arrived from Paddy
Thompson in Saskatchewan. These
project birds were of pure Canadian
anatum ancestry and my female
peregrine, Molly, also came from
there in 1993. She turned out to be a

great hunting falcon and is now in a
breeding arrangement with alocal
falconer friend and doing well. The
new tiercel was given the name of
CB, taking from the first names of my
two children, Gareth and Becky.

I n r e c e n t y e a r s I h a v e h a d a

hankering for the challenge to hunt
with atiercel peregrine. Normally
accustomed to the more powerful
falcon of the any species Iwas
increasingly impressed by the style
and big heart that these little fellows
showed. They displayed such a
pretty flight by comparison and
always appeared more aerial.
Somehow, catching ducks {my main
quarry) with afemale was expected
and often seemed abit repetitive, but
when atiercel did it Ialways felt a
sense of achievement for the l i t t le
guy. Seeing Canadian falconers Bob
Rafuse's anatum tiercel, Lucas, and
ex-Brit John Campbell 's peale's
tiercel. Arrow, hunt and fly finally
convinced me to try one. All too
many times, as falconers, we buy
into the concept that 'big is always
better'. How many times have you

Author with CB and first malhird and chase with hlue-wingcd teal.

Iwanted this bird at around fifty
days old and when he arrived, via
Canadian Airlines, he was abeautiful
looking bird in perfect feather, with
just afew 'stars of childhood' on his
head. After much bating, biting and
screaming he was hooded and
weighed. He weighed 650 grams,
complete with jesses and swivel.
When Icompared him to Mike
Person's eyas tiercel Peales, of
similar age, that Iwas looking after at
the time, the peales was only slightly
heavier, by 70 grams, but was a
much longer built bird and he had
feet twice the size of
m a n n e d d o w n

m y a n a t u m . G B

n i ce l y and h i s
manners were impeccable and
continued right through his entire
hunting career. w a s a

Training was much the s a m e a s
any other falcon, but on his fourth
free flight and, quite unexpectedly,
CB skied out above me. It was early
September and Ihad just served him
3 duck, in hindsight, being a

mallard, it was
abit big so he pulled off it in the
stoop and instead climbed

i l l

Vy

call duck like asma

From left: Steve Williams, UK; Mitch Roland, Alberta; and Mark Holder. UK.
CB (tiercel) and abrace of leal caught in one flight.

o u t o f

sight. Ithought he was gone for good
but atelemetry signal showed him to
be directly above me. Icould not see
him at first but

o n e

:) ■ in the form of another tiercel, this
time atwenty-six-day-old gyr/
peregrine from avery successful
b reede r, ) ohn H i t chmough o f
Victoria, British Columbia. It would
be interesting comparing these two
birds la ter in the season. The t ie rce l

gyr/peales hybrid was more the build
and size of the female peregrine and,
f r o m t h e s t a r t , s h o w e d i m m e n s e

powers of flight that Ihad never seen
before in apure peregrine or prairie
of either sex.

GB went from strength to strength
with his flying as the season
progressed,
confidence improved and one day
h e t o o k a h e n m a l l a r d i n a
spectacular liincl from ahigh stoop. I
had to run around al.irgc* slough to
catch up to them, but which time he*
had taken cjuite abcMting. He let go

as Iarrived and the sight of the
mallard squaring off with him like
two boxers In aring was asight to
b e h o l d . T h e d u c k t o o k t h e w o r s t o l

the beating and ran into some long
grass severely incapacitated. It was
later retrieved by Coco, my German
shorthaireci pointer, and fed to CB
areward. Ifigured that he would
never do that again, but was proven
wrong several times over the course
of the season. He proceeded to take
as many mallards as he did gaciwall
and teal during his second season.
Not bad for a550 gram tiercel! As
for my tiercel h\bricl, who we
appropriately named 'Chase', he* w.is
apowerful tiver. He llevv at around
8U) grams. The wing heat v\<is not as
'snapp\' as the pure tiercel hut vc'ia
puwcMful. Ilc“ would covei the* sk\ tai
c|uickc‘i than an\ t.ticon Ih.id evei

eventually he came in
and out of vision through the clouds.
He stayed in the air above me for
one hour and five minutes and all
within aquarter section of land. This
bird had lots of game fly beneath
him in that time but chose not to
stoop at any of them. He was either
flying for the fun of it or didn't know
h o w t o

A o ’ . , " - :

GB's second season started where he
left off, except his flying weight
eventually went up to 550 grams.
His moult was slow and incomplete,
but having such arelatively short

i s t a r t e d h i m

a s

come down! Eventually he
down by apig farm, where

some pigeons were flying around
some outbuildings. 1picked him up
oft the lure and took hi .
much relieved and very impressed
with his stamina and flying skills.
Subsequent flights repeated this |jitch
und his obcxlience to the lure made
h i m

h u n t i n g s e a s o n ,
anyway. He was naturally aerial, but
he had matLired somewhat in several
subtle ways. He was adynamic little
bird who didn't hang around on the
fist when unhooded. It was almost as
if he hated the sight of me, but Ilike

think that it was his tiercel flighty
al l bus iness and

c a m e

i m h o m e ,

a n dH i s fi t n e s s

t o

nature . He was
would rouse, take one look at me
and was gone, his snapp\' wing beat
climbing with everv stroke. This

h.ul .1 nc'w bird to train

spec fac iilar to call down and sc-^e
h is l ea rd
weight
n e v e r h a d

rop sloops. GB's flying
was aroLind 52 5grams. I

c a u s c * I f ) u s e s e a s o n I a l s oI f b a l l o o n s

’> )
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flown. He would think nothing of
flying amile away to dog fight with a
wild peregrine and then return over
me ten minutes later for the flush,
with no sign of fatigue. It became
evident that his patience was not as
good as my peregrines and if Idid
not serve him quickly he would go
and find something himself!
Hopefully, this behaviour will
Improve next season and he will
m a t u r e a n d b e c o m e s o m e w h a t
s tead ie r.

T h e A l b e r t a a n d C a n a d i a n fi e l d

meets were at the beginning of
October. Tim Wagner and his girl
f r i e n d E i i s e , f r o m S o u t h A f r i c a ,
together with old friends Mark
Holder and Steve Williams from the
UK, came over. The Alberta meet
was well attended by its club
members, with quality falconry being
the norm. GB did me proud and
caught two GW teal, one BW teal, a
shoveler and amallard at the meet.
His best flight was on the last day,
w h e n h e k i l l e d t w o d u c k i n o n e
flight. He went up very high in a
clear blue sky and did aperfect
teardrop stoop and smacked agreen
winged teal into the long grass reeds.
Not being able to locate it, he went
right back up almost as high as
before and did it again, this time
knocking one down into the stuliljle.
We found the first duck in the reeds,

soon joined by awild prairie falcon.
They battled for awhile and GB held
his own, keeping directly above me
in spite of having to outmanoeuvre
the female prairie's stoops. Realising
that it was anow or never moment,
we flushed the partridge and were
privileged to witness both birds put
in fantastic simultaneous stoops from
the clear blue sky at separate huns.
Still reliving the flight, we continued
the journey to Weyburn, only
stopping
successfully caught another duck
w e l l .

found him fifteen minutes later, not
too far away, feeding on agull. As 1
picked him off his prize Inoticed he
had injured himself. He had torn his
leg right out of its socket and it was
hanging loose. We don't know what
happened exactly, but presumed he
bound to the gull in adramatic stoop
and it jerked his leg out of place, or
maybe he hit agoose first before
taking the gull, or was attacked by
geese afterwards. We will never
know. The gull's back was crushed,
as too was one wing, so Ifavour the
first explanation. We rushed to avet
in Edmonton to see what could be
done. Afew calls on amobile en
r o u t e f o u n d a n

L I N T R A N T R A N S I T B O X E S

Light. White &Washable I-Aansdown Veterinary
Surgeons

D O N ’ T C O M P R O M I S E W I T H T H E

TREATMENT OF QUALITY BIRDS

P A T E N T E D & C O P Y R I G H T P R O T E C T E D

Custom-made dog guards,
boot liners, gun draws,

tail gates, seat covers and

I d e a l f o r F a l c o n e r s

all gundog training
fl y C h a s e . H et o

a c c e s s o n e s . N e i l F o r b e s
BVetMed DipECAMS CBiol MIBiol FRCVS

RCVS Specialist Zoo Animal and Wildlife Medicine (Avian)
European Veterinary Specialist Avian Medicine &Surgery

S U P P O R T E D B Y

Ron Rees Davies BVSe Cer tZooMed MRCVS
Jenni Bass &Pet ra Zs ivanov i ts M’sRCVS

Aspecialist and expert service to falconers
Full hospital facilities

2 4 h o u r s e r v i c e

E V E R Y D A Y O F T H E Y E A R

a s

At the Canadian meet in Weyburn
we had ablast, what with meeting
good friends (new and old), good
falconry and an abundance of game.
Iwould certainly encourage anyone
thinking about it to attend the
'Millennium Meet' next year. It is
usually during the second week of
October. You will be given awarm
welcome, there is alot of good
hawking land, with an abundance of
game to fly and some of the best
falconry Ihave had (he pleasure of
seeing either side of the Atlantic.
L ike the fi rs t Canad ian Nat iona l Meet

of '94, it is planned to have special
evening events such as guest
speakers, slide shows etc. (anyone
interested in coming can contact
NAFA members Doug Bush or Bob
Rafuse).

GB put on agreat show and
caught apheasant and partridge and
several more duck, including
mallards, at this meet. The strong 35-
plus mph prairie winds were more
than amatch on several

but he did very well. Sadly, on the
way home disaster struck that would
end his promising hunting
We had just got back into Alberta
the trip home after driving through a
major blizzard that swept through
the Saskatchewan province that day.
We decided to fly GB, since it was
getting late and we were still along
way from home and he was more
predictable than my liyl:)ricl. GB went
up really nice as usual but
Linforlunately the pond we thought
had du< ks turned out to be empty,
Ihe sounds we had (leard were from
the ne igh i )oL i r i ng fie ld whe re
hundr('ds of snow geese anrl duck
\ \ e r e

r u n n i n g
neighbouring lield GR disappeareri
Iron! view. Ili.inks to telemetry, we

Equipment &dog boxemergency clinic
open by the time we arrived late in
the evening.

Unfortunately, x-rays showed the
ligaments were too badly torn at the
joint to allow it to be held in place.
He would have been far better of
breaking his leg instead. After several
weeks bandaged in place it healed
sufficiently so he could stand .
scratch his head etc., but he did
have the movement
needed to hunt. It

Boo t l i ne r

We can make aDog
and Hawk Box in one

C L O C K H O U S E V E T E R I N A R Y H O S P I T A L
S T R O U D , G L O U C E S T E R S H I R E . G L 5 3 J D

T r a i l e r

TEL7FAX: 01522 595959 Lintran (SGZ),
Brentwood, Lodge, 1Hawthorn Rd, Cherry
Willingham, Lincoln LN3 4JU

on i t ,
n o t Te l ; 0 1 4 5 3 7 5 2 5 5 5 F a x : 0 1 4 5 3 7 5 6 0 6 5

Please phone or write for our free brochure
Easy access from M4/M5/Sevem Bridge

stability he
was pos i t ioned

o r

outside the socket and. Send s.a.e. for free colour brochure

ligaments holding it in place,
muscle tissue. Iknew it would
be as strong. Icould see it happening
again on the first duck he stooped at
and hit. Now GB is spending h
days in abreeding project
Hitchmough's. His second

jn o

j u s t
n e v e r

WITH ANY OTHER SYSTEM, 100 MILES AWAY IS THE SAME AS LOST.I S

(hanks to my dog.
Chase, my hybrid, was less

predictable. He was certainly more
his playful behaviour.

3 t J o n
s e a s o n

only just getting started, but in
forty-three days of flying he had
thirty-one head of game to his credit.
In b is shor t but

w a s

Obey're the most powerful and reliable falcon
recovery systems available, anywhere. You
used to know them as Pu lseTek . Bu t Marsha l l

_ R a d i o T e l e m e t r y h a s t a k e n t h o s e
^ p r o d u c t s a n d m a d e t h e m b e t t e r .

^ T h e t r a n s m i t t e r s a r e m o r e p o w e r f u l .
More durable. More dependable.

— * And better able to withstand temperature
extremes. Our highly sensitive receivers come with a

\ spring loaded antenna that can be easily deployed or
'collapsed in seconds into acompact, lightweight unit.

On top of that, they're assembled, tested, packed,
and ready to send right now. Which means
overnight shipping, they can be in your

hands when you're ready to fly
Call our UK distributor. Garlands, at 01827- T

383300 to learn more—or even ship your order.
Marshall Radio Telemetry. When it comes

to keeping track of falcons, no one else
goes to the lengths we do.

like agyr in
He would catch aduck and then, to
my frustration, step off it and then try
to catch i t again.
{hildren, 1hate it when they play
with their food! This led to my
experimenting with his weight to see

Id get more obedience. Being
mv first imprint and second gyr

f a s t a n d

o c c a s i o n s , eventful second
As w i th my season he took seven species of

duck, apheasant and ahun, not
forgetting that fateful gull. He
capable as my female, but i
e n t e r t a i n m e n t

c a r e e r .
w a s a s

i n p u r e
h e w a s

o n

v a l u e

untouchable. Ihave never had so
much fun with any bird
years of hunting, [
him, but hope that he

( O L l

hybr ifi Iwas
making the
(er la inK are a

l e a r n i n g
dd mistakes! Gyrs
studv in themselves.
It he was doing well

i n t w e n t y

will sorely miss
- w i l l s i r e s o m e

falnilous game hawks for john. The
t w o s e a s o n s

o

Ior the niosl Jja
anrl had over adoz(>n head bv the

rhe Alberta mcel.
w i l h t h i s t i e r c e l

'ny passion for tiercels and
spi'ing Ihope

re|)la( emenl .
'ly. My imprint hybrid
t o u r t m e a n d

moulting soon. In the meantime I
seriously ionsidering the irlea ol
dying a(, ast oi peregrine ticM'cels.
Double the fun!

c e m e n t e d
t h i s

lime we g<'( t<>
Next, iron! Melller, Alberla, we

(h(> (anadi.m National meet
h a v e

e y a s l i e r c c d a n a l u m t o
l o a

d r o v e l o

in Weyburn, .SaskaU heuan. On the is starting to
n o d o u b t b et h eo v e r w iJUSI h r n c ,w a y

S,isk<il( hew.in hordci, we liad agit'al
Ih. i l was ( iH's

a m

leed ing- Wh i le we were
fi n d d m k s i n t h a t ^57/l^arsAia//' i ^ / I A 1 } I 0 I h I I M r T n >

tiighi .It sonif iuins.
Olid fllglit at upland g.ime <ind lie

was not (on!iis{>d hv llie ahsenie <>l

l o
s e c e m a i l : g a r l a n d s @ d i a l . p i p e x . c o m

w.itcr. Mr went u[) nicrlv and was k
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* '

My An e i
■i ●

.

T u cM it )y Lee L e e r

telephoning my very good
friend, our editor Dave Jones.

Now for the mess and rows
with my beloved. To start with I
had my hawk in the living room
in abird bath with aplastic
sheet underneath. This was fine
for afew weeks, but then she
was muting farther and farther,
so 1robbed our youngest child
of her paddling pool, which is
five feet round, with eight inch
sides. This was placed on aten
foot square piece of plastic
sheeting. All went well, so long
as you don't mind cleaning
mutes off walls, patio windows,
the television etc., etc.

She was part of the family at
this time and the kids loved her.
She grew fast and strong, but
then she changed and became a
problem, abig problem. She
wanted to kill me. Iphoned my
mentor and he advised me to fly
her. She was eleven and ahalf

weeks old and just hard
penned. Itravelled to Dave's as
we both wanted to see her fly
free for the first time. Angel's

I H A D W A N T E D A F I N N I S H

GOSHAWK FOR four years, but
w i t h a w i f e a n d t w o c h i l d r e n
money for anew bird was the
last priority. However, after lots
of nagging at my wife (Penny) 1
got my way.

Iphoned afew people who
had goshawks to enquire who
to buy my new female from. I
finally grabbed hold of Harry
Gilbert, abreeder, and he said
to put adeposit down and he
w o u l d l e t m e k n o w a s s o o n a s

anything happened. This was in
October 1997 and the months
just dragged by.

Harry phoned me early in
June and to ld me he had two
females. Icould take my pick as
Iwanted to imprint her. Idrove
to Harry's and there were two
lovely birds, at fourteen days
old, in abox.

Ipicked one and came home.
This was my first ever imprint
a n d I w a n t e d t o d o h e r
properly. Ihad read possibly
everything on imprinting and I
had spent asmall fortune on
T/k‘ 'h.nvkinfi \Yi(h)w'. Penny, finally f’ots her huhonci hc}ck iMike Tucker) i\ftcr a
Iniif’ hunlini> ̂ euson.

weight was 2lb 13oz. Iput on a
creance, walked thirty yards
a n d c a l l e d h e r a n d s h e c a m e

instantly. Itook off the creance
and cast her to atree. Ileft her
for five minutes to let her have a

look around and then swung
t h e l u r e a n d s h e w a s d o w n
straight away. 1then flew her
every day for two to three miles,
with her following on to get
her fit. After aweek she caught
h e r fi r s t r a b b i t . S h e h a d
spotted it along ahedgerow,
approximately 200 yards away.
She left atree and flew about
ten inches off the floor. The
rabbit hadn't seen her so it
came as abit of asurprise when
my little Angel decided to
tangle with i t .
despatched it and let her feed,
but not too much. Ihad trained
her to jump on to the lure and
have multiple flights and kills
from day one. She never
thought she was being robbed. I
was now finding it hard to
exercise her without her finding
something to kill. 1like to
exercise her first, push her hard
and then finish off with akill. At
four teen weeks she k i l led her
first pheasant. It was only a
poult, but it flew roughly twenty
or thirty yards before Angel
caught it in the air. Iwas really
pleased she had taken feather
with her first chance. Her
weight Ihad to bring down to
get her hunting. It was 2lb
11V.'oz, hut she was now flying
l i k e a t r u e

Angel outtlies dnother cock bird

w e e k a n d s h e d i d n ' t m i s s a
rabbit. In five days' hunting she
caught twenty-five rabbits —
and for some Iwould stand 80
yards away before Iwould slip
h e r.

miss out on seeing the flight
w a s D a v e .

D a v e a n d 1 t r a v e l l e d a l o t

during the season and only
once while out hunting did Ifail
to have akill (Essex boys), but it
was my own fault as she was
t o o l o w.

We then came to afield meet
at l lminster, where she k i l led
five pheasants to finish the
Two imprints, Angel ,ind Aeishd.

season off. Her last pheasant
800-1,000 yards. Her final

weight was 2lb 14'/40z for
r a b b i t s , 2 l b 1 3 V - i o z f o r
pheasant. Iwould like to thank
all those who invited me to field
meets and aspecial thanks to
my mentor.

Total kills from 15th August
to 4th February is 175. Not Lxid
f o r a v e r m i n h a w k .

1 r a n a n d
w a s

Ithen decided Iwanted to fly
pheasants as they would
challenge my Angel's strength,
but there's hardly any where I
live so Iwas travelling up to
300 miles aweek to fly her at
pheasant.

Then came the annual field
met in North Wales. On the
final day it was me, Dave, Nic
Farrant, Andy and Steve from
Essex, Mike West and Roly
E v a n s .

Ihad avery good day with
Angel. Nic's dog came on point
(makes achange for aFrench
hyena), she flushed ahen
pheasant and it took off like
rocket. Angel
and, after 100-150 yards
reeling it in. After about 400
yards Angel took it out of the
sky beautifully. The only one to

g o s , s h e w a s
constantly on the lookout for
anything that moved and took
six rabbits.

a

w a s i n p u r s u i t
w a s

(Mie crow, one due k
and two pheasants in aweek.

Ithen wc'nt to Scotland for a

i . ' 1 1
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Season Promems ror HensF i rs t
i Bo r t h e h s s e x r e e a mi o n

'ty Neil A. Fortes, Dip HCAMS FKC\'S, and Ron Rees Davies, Cei-t ZooMed MRC\'S
Laiisclown X êterinaiySurteons, ClocUiouse

oy Andy Huime
\̂ eterinaiy Hospital, Stroud, Gloucestersliire.

struggling to remove the egg whole.
Egg peritonitis occurs when a

yolk is released from the ovary and
instead of passing into the infundib¬
ulum (funnel) at the top of the
oviduct it passes into the abdomen,
of ten g iv ing r ise to an egg
peritonitis. Alternatively, if ayolk is
already passing down the oviduct,
i f s o m e s h o c k o r t r a u m a o c c u r s ,
e.g. afright, bad weather, calcium
deficiency or egg binding, then the
egg which is in transit may stop
moving down and instead go into
reverse, then travell ing back
towards the ovary. If this continues,
the yolk, perhaps by this stage with
albumin (egg while) added may
end up back in the abdomen,
leading to asevere peritonitis with
the subsequent egg. Prevention is
not always possible, but sensible
m e a s u r e s a r e o b v i o u s .

Treatment needs to be quick if
the b i rd is to be saved. Th is wi l l
comprise antibiotics fluid therapy
and, on occasions, ahysterectomy.
O n c e a b i r d h a s h a d a n e g g
peritonitis, even if it dt)es recover, a
high percentage have further
gynaecological problems in the
f u t u r e .

Prolapsed uterus: t h i s i s
thankful ly
dangerous condition. It occurs
where ahen is straining to produce
an egg but for some reason the egg
is not forthcoming. This may arise
because the egg is adhered to the
oviduct wall or there may be atwist
(torsion) of the oviduct itself. The
result is ahen with alarge (.3cm for
a1kg bird) mulberry coloured
fleshy protruberance coming from
the cloaca. If left in this slate the
bird very rapidly becomes shocked
and will die. the only possible
solution is emergency surgery, lust
pushing the mass into the cloata
and sewing it in will result in a
disastrous. The body wall must be
opened and the uterus pulled right
the vva\ bark ins ide. I t the l i i rd 's
future breeding career is inipt)rtant
then one may try to save the uterus.
If the bird's life is more impoilani,
removal of the uterus is a(|ui( ker
anil safer pioieclure.

meeting with their superb gosses
and enjoyed the hawking and
hospitality.

Athird field meeting is planned
for the last day of the game
season by kind invitation of Mr
James Buckle on his estate in
Su f fo l k .

It has been agood first year for
the Essex Region, but abetter one
lies ahead, with guest speakers
and more field meetings planned
f o r t h e ' 9 9 s e a s o n .

Iwould like to thank all Essex
Region members who have
worked hard to make the region a
s u c c e s s .

especially wet, windy stormy
weather, frights and shock, calcium
deficiency or concurrent disease or
illness. If abird is suffering from
th is cond i t ion she shou ld rece ive
very prompt oral calcium and
vitamin D3 supplementation (e.g.

n u t r o b a l o r c a l c i v i t ) ,

In August, Mike Clowes and Julie
attended the inaugural meeting
and the Essex Region was official.
Our meeting place changed from
the Cherrytree to the Walebone
Inn . We s ta r ted w i th ha l f adozen
m e m b e r s a n d n o w w e h a v e
regularly fourteen to sixteen
people attend the monthly
meetings.

The region this summer
attended the Brightl ingsea
W o r k i n g D o g S h o w a n d
Tendering Show, representing the
club and falconry on behalf of
the Countryside Alliance. Both
shows went well, with agood
turnout of members, and at the

Tendering Show the region was
offered around 1,200 acres to
hunt on.

We had asummer ba rbecue i n
July after one of the shows, the
autumn was final ly here —
hawking time!

The region has had two field
meetings, both successful, by
k ind inv i ta t ion o f Mr M ichae l
Freeman and his gamekeeper
Nigel at Haughley Green. Great
sport was seen by Nigel with the
goshawks and Nigel's son Martin
with the Harris hawks.

Members of other regions of
the W.H.C. graced us with their
presence for the second field

E g g l e t h a r g y i s a n o r m a !
physiological process which will
occur to avariable extent in all egg
laying females. An egg-laying
female extracts an immense volume
of calcium from her blood which in
turn is replaced by more calcium
from the bone, in order to coat her
precious egg with ashell. If her
homeos ta t i c mechan ism i s no t
sufficiently well tuned, when the
calcium is removed from the blood
it is not replaced sufficiently
quickly from the bone, leading to a
dangerous reduction in blood
calcium levels, which on occasions
may drop seriously low, leading to
lethargy, weakness, lack of muscle
contractions and even on occasions
fits, coma and death. The problem
is caused initially by either alow
calcium diet, anon-functional
parathyroid gland, kidney defects,
lack of sunlight (which conta
ultra violet light which converts
vitamin D3 in the diet to activated
vitamin D3 which is essential for
calcium metabolism). Hopefully the
reader will appreciate that this is a
complex system, which the body
normally controls very accurately
and efficiently.

Egg binding; so when does egg
lethargy become egg binding
worse? In truth afemale should
control her calcium metabolism so
well that one hardly knows what is
going on, except of course for the
behavioural changes which
accompany nest building, courtship
(e.g. food passing), copulation and
egg laying. Afemale should niM
spend undue time on the nest and
certainly should not be on the floor
of the aviary and unable to stand
up. What is crucial is to maintain
efficient visual monitoring of the
female wherever she is in the
aviary. Egg binding, technically, is
when afemale is trying to lay an

which has become stuck on its
/down the oviduct. This often

s h e i s s h o r t o t

a v i m i x ,

electrolytes (fluid therapy at arate
of lOml/kg body weight by crop
tube) which can be achieved
readily by the breeder, the bird
should then be taken inside and
warmed in abox. If this action fails
to result in egg production within
two hours the bird will require
urgent veterinary treatment to
remove the egg. Preventive action
is to ensure that birds are protected
from inclement prevailing winds
which might occur at that time of
year, to prevent other shocks (e.g.
cats walking over the roof of the
aviary). Dietary calcium levels may
be increased in the month prior to
egg laying, although the amount of
casting consumed should not be
increased (as would occur if
changing from chick to arodent
d ie t ) .

Once afemale has laid her first
egg, you know when to expect the
subsequent eggs. If they are not
forthcoming, investigations should
be carried out.

Ve te r ina ry t rea tmen t w i l l
normally involve an anaesthetic
and intravenous fluid therapy, with
additional calcium. Antibiotics may
be administered and hormone gels
or injections may be given to try
and encourage egg laying. If, after
an hour or so, no progress is made
then surgery will be indicated. If
the egg is of significant vakie then a
c a e s a r i a n s e c t i o n m a y b e
performed to remove the egg
undamaged. Alternatively the egg
may be drained the 'imploded' (i.e.
crushed) to make it smaller so that
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it can be passed without causing
further injury to the hen. Any
lubrication which is applied to the
egg (e.g. li(|uid paraffin) will render
the egg infertile, so if the eggs non-
viabie anyway it is less slresstul and
damaging to the hen to remove the
egg in this manner rather than

w a y
o c t L l l ‘ S

rail ium, as the latter situation
reduies uterine muscular activity,
hence delaving or preventing egg
laying, the main factors respî nsihle
lor this are (hanges ol weather,

w l l e n

3 4 ) 1
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Making close contact with your
bird from an early age is alot of
fun, although at times it can be
messy. You are the partner to the
unpolluted grey matter within the
skull of your young hawk and the
mistakes she makes will probably
relate directly to things you should
have done and this will always be

V i

My Imprint Gosnawk‘ S 7 \
,

1 ^ 1 ^ ,n e i p r a : - N s●

- s : * ;

r - ●- / i

\●*
David Tonest t y

t h i c k w o o d l a n d a n d s h e w o u l d
search the wood un t i l she found
me then land by my side on alow
branch or on my unbaited glove.
This training began when being fed
from the age of 14 days onwards
by whistling long loud whistles or
calling her name. (These sounds
she would remember and connect
to food.)

A l l r a p t o r s h a v e t h e i r o w n

indiv idual personal i t ies, l ike
people, dogs, horses and so on.
N i n e t y - n i n e p e r c e n t o f t h e
falconers (Austringers) Ihunt with
fly imprint Goshawks and what a
good season we've all had, mainly
flying pheasant with long slips and
long flights. This is shortwing flying
at its best. First you have to make
the hawk from aball of down into
aferocious hunter and apartner for
life. You can only achieve this with
hard work. There are no short cuts
to make ahawk fit, so don't listen
t o t h o s e a r m c h a i r f a l c o n e r s w h o
talk agood story but are never seen
flying agood hawk. That was a
trap Ionce fell into.

This season Idedicated my new
eyas female Goshawk to flying
pheasant. Her flying weight was
2lb 9oz to 2lb 12oz. Her fat weight
was 2lb lloz, so you can see
there's agreat difference in the
flying weight of an imprint and a
parent reared Goshawk. That's why
imprints are stronger and healthier
b i r d s .

Ifly my hawk at the top end of
the scale and mainly on appetite,
and with all the problems that
c o m e w i t h i t . H o w e v e r , I s t i l l
achieved 116 kills. Ninety-seven of
those were pheasants, three

partridge, one duck, one moorhen,
t w o c r o w s a n d t e n r a b b i t s . 1 h a d a

big problem entering her on rabbit
and had to take her weight down
to 2lb 6oz, but after abig feed on
her first kil l she would take rabbit
at 2lb 9oz and pheasant at 2lb
1 l o z .

Hunting with asocial imprint is
very rewarding. Your role is more
i n t h e c e n t r e a n d l e s s o n t h e
sidelines. She will follow you like a
Harris hawk when on your own
and if you lose her on akill and
your telemetry has broken you will
have more chance of retrieving
her. The big advantage that 1see
and hear from many social imprint
falconers is the strength, health,
d e t e r m i n a t i o n a n d n u m b e r o f
flights you can achieve in aday.
Also, her breeding potential is
becoming easier with artificial
i n s e m i n a t i o n .

Iam afalconer who believes in
making his hawk fit by getting her
to follow on through open trees
and deep woodland, flying her in
t h e w i n d a n d t o t h e l u r e i n s e m i ¬

falcon style.
In the early days my social

imprint would always come and
look for me as Iam her partner. To
enforce this training Iwould hide
and make a loud wh is t l e when i n

s o .

Young imprint Goshawks will
sometimes slap you, meaning grab
your leg or arm. This is not akilling
blow but an adolescent tantrum
that wil l last for ashort t ime if
corrected. The remedy is to keep
her bowed down and fly her hard.
That will normally cure her
tantrum. If you think you are going
to have problems flying your social
imprint to the fist after lure training,
agood tip is to throw the lure out
on the ground and when she
comes in pull it up to your fist
between your thumb and first
finger until the lure is on your fist.
Remember, aGos hits your fist
hard so keep your arm extended
away form your face and don't feel
intimidated. This works for me.
You can then fly her from low
branches or posts to the fist. A
social imprint is ahunting partner
and you must also hunt, help, and
somet imes be he r s lave . Bad
weather and tiredness is not an
e x c u s e f o r

My style of hunting with this Gos
was very free, as my main aim was
to socially hack my Gos with the
security of telemetry. Iwould
spend up to five hours aday with
my dog and hawk hunting and
training in woodlands. Iwould
even climb into trees and sit down
with her, then try to imagine how
good it would be to have wings. I
have improved
techniques (thanks
McDermott) by keeping my hawk
in the house for alonger period of
time on abow perch at close
quarters, then hunting her hard
This has definitely helped with her
calling —she's amuch nicer and
quieter bird than the last one.

Iflew her to the lure in semi¬
falcon style, making her climb
vert ical ly, and

Sheigra finishes her first season with her 97th pheasant as Briar guards her hunting mate.

mile. By the time Icatch up with
h e r s h e h a s s t a r t e d t o t h i n k f o r
he rse l f and has b roken i n to he r

my good friend Will Farrance in
Essex, who had flown goshawks for
thirty years and this season will be
flying his first imprint. He asked me
what diet my hawk was on.
Pheasant, Isay, as that's the main
quarry Ihunt. William then said I
must change her diet and feed her
o n w a s h e d , s k i n n e d c h i c k o r
washed rabbit for awhile, as she
h a s t o o m u c h m u c u s i n h e r

gizzard. So Ichanged her diet
without her losing weight and also
placed aquarter of ateaspoon of
small gravel (Rangle) inside each
sk inned washed ch i ck and w i t h i n
two days she was back on form,
taking two to three pheasants a
day. Now, Ithought, why didn't I
have this problem before with my
l a s t G o s h a w k . T h e r e a s o n w a s I

flew her out of the aviary and she
always had gravel on he floor that
she would take when needed. The
lack of rabbits in my area and my
passion for flying pheasant also
contributed to her dietary problem.
Too miu'h ric hfood is not always a
good thing. The moral ot this
advice Iwas given is to keep the
past in mind when reaching for
the future and remember vou are
dealing with aro'ptilian brain: not a
dog, not ahorse or achild. Ilei
thought pattc'iTis arc' <ili('n to ours
but we can build bridge's .ind
c o m m u n i c < > l e w i t h o n t ' o l n a l u i T ' ' s

greatc'si hunters The Goshawk.

food. If she misses her game and
spots another victim she will self¬
hunt. Ihave no problem with this
as her fitness will take on many
flights and the excitement of
running through the woods or
fields with telemetry is exhilarating.
Ihunt in many ways: following on,
off the fist, by my side or even
under bramble bushes, hawk, dog
and I. Self-hunting can become a
bit of anuisance when out with
other falconers while they are
waiting for aslip. Icould stop this
behaviour by cutting her weight
down and flying her on short
discipline flights that would keep
her tight to me, but Iprefer to fly
her high on appetite, then Iknow
s h e w

danger of weakness. If she has no
appetite she will do her butterfly

flown off the fist with

i r n p r i n t
t o M i k e

n o t fl y i n g y o u r
Goshawk. There will always be
some shelter on bad days in woods
and valleys, if only for thirty
minutes of following on. Your
effort will be rewarcled with a
stronger, fitter bird.

W h e t h

one th ing I
discovered while flying her to the
lure was to pull the lure away just
before she grabs it and make her
chase it on foot or short flights.
When she has caught the lure,
keep tugging it so it represents live
quarry. The more Itugged it the
more aggression she would take
out on the lure and the nicer she
would be towards

Io f ten feed

impinge feathers,
securing the tail bell and telemetry
mount, or attaching anew set of
aylmeris, Ihave never cast this Gos
yet! Ijust tie apigeon carcase (with
most of the meat cut off) on to the
luire then throw it down. She will
mantle over it with her tail fanned
out ready tor impinge. Other
falconers that Iknow do the
Mhave this on film.) This is where
the barehanded
w h i l e *

e r
Sheigra at 14 days. The imprinting begins.

ill perform without the

impression
long lazy wing beats, flying into
trees or following you at her own

t h e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n

m e .

Dty Gos with my
bare hand while she sits on my
glove and when Icut open her
caught prey on the ground she will
let me barehanded pull off titbits to
feed her and she will not foot me
with her razor talons. Ihave always
placed my bare hands in among
her tood from her first kill and
helped her with it. This gave me an
ins ight in to her
torming astrong bond.

pace. Unti
hen her appetite kicks in, with

fl i g h t s a n d t h e
ws a m e .

p o w e r
determination of atrue fit predatortraining comes m
that takes no prisoners,

('oming to the end of the season,
'Sheigra', my Goshawk, went stale
and off colour. This was something

sec Liring aylmeris.
As she* maturc's and becomes

liltc’r, more* dem.mding and less
depc'ndent on rne, she* knows that
s h e c a n lliat Ih<id nc‘vc‘i c'xpc'riemi'd bc’lorc'<ate hgame* with sprinting

or endurance* flights. Killing I I c o u l d n ' l u n d e r s t a n d , It e m p e r a m e n t . s h o r t

phe-asants at I00 \ards or over a
a m

thought Iwould sc'C'k advice trom
ri f )
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the Philippine Eagle team did not
w a n t t o t a k e u s i n t h e r e i n c a s e w e

were grabbed and used as hostages
—although who the hell would
want to pay anything for me is
a n o t h e r m a t t e r !

So i t was dec ided to take us to an
area that was safer, but further away
—five hours way in the P-fund
truck! The catch was that the road
there was abit rough —that was the
understatement of the flaming
century. We left at 9am and drove
—the road seemed okay to me—
but that was just to lull us into afalse
sense of security. Then we hit the
rough stuff and boy was it rough!
Three hours of literally hanging on to
the seat or straps, depending on
where you were sitting. It was
exhausting!

However, we got there and then
waited for aguide to take us in. We
switched into another somewhat
older vehicle and drove through rain
—well it was atropical rain forest
and it did rain —almost all the time
we were in there! We drove to where

Pniiippine Eagles
Parry-Jonesby j e m i m a

although we did not stay in the same
place for more than two nights in the
whole thirteen days of travel and by
the time Ihad packed my hand
luggage for the eighth time Iwould
happily have thrown the whole
bloody lot away!

We arrived in Manila, which is the
capital and is in the north of The
Philippines. The Philippine Eagle
Foundation is based in Davao, which
is on the island of Mindanao, which
is in the south. So we had to stay the
night in Manila and fly out the next
morning to Davao. The plane left at
5am! So we had to be at the airport
at 3am —great! My favourite sort of
time to be at an airport. Still, it didn't
really matter as Iget very little sleep
abroad anyway. As we sat at the
airport, with every seat and standing
space full of people, Ichanced to
look at the newspaper the man
sitting next to me was reading and
there, right on the front page, was a
picture of anewly hatched baby
Phi l ipp ine Eagle ! I t had been
hatched acouple of days before. It
turned out that everyone at home
actually knew this before 1did, as
Dennis Salvador —the d i rector o f
the Philippine Eagle Foundation —
had e-mailed everyone involved with
the news. But ,because of the time
difference and the fact that we had
been travelling for four days, Ihad
not been in e-mail contact with
home and so did not have the news
fcjrwarded to me. It was alovely
surprise and Igrabber! anewspaper
on the plane.

We got t(j Davao and were met by
Dennis, who took us for agreat
breakfast and then to the offices of
the Philippine Eagle Foundation,
they are well organised, with good
space and also avery nice truck,
sponsored in part by The Peregrine
Fund. After chatting to various
pc'ople at the offices and watching a
video ot the baby Philippine Eagle
hat( hiiig we ptit our luggage into a
van anrl were driven about an hour
out ot Davao to the town outside

hich the <(‘ntre where the captive
eagle'- .ire ke|)l. We were [Hit up in a

IK ni( c' resort with glorious
gardens and large wooden chalet

*housing dolled around the
-Is. Aller dro|)|)ing off our gear

we went straight up to the Centre
and Isaw my first Philippine Eagle.
Actually, the first one Isaw was the
baby and perfectly wonderful it
t o o .

T h i s y e a r h a s b e e n s o m e w h a t h e c t i c

for me personally in terms of travel.
Normally Imanage about one trip a
year away from the Centre. Ihave to
go abroad as it is the only way Ican
actually let go and not think about,
phone, or rush home to the Centre! I
hasten to add that Ido not go and lie
on abeach somewhere. 1can't think
of anything that would drive me
round the bend quicker than sitting
doing nothing.

Iusually go to aconference
somewhere in the world. Iam lucky
enough to be one of the international
directors for the Raptor Research
Foundation, which is based in the
US. this, as well as the fact that these
days Iam asked to chair or run

give me agood reason to
go. Add to that most of my beloved
friends come from avery long way
off and Ilive to see them, plus Ican
put the travel off against tax, and that

good reason for going. Over the
the Centre has gained aname

and credib i l i ty in (he raptor
conservation wcjricl and part ol this is
due to me being able to attend these
international conferences. Well, that
is my excuse for leaving the UK once
ayc'ar!

But since last August Ihave been
to Africa, Japan, South Carolina,
India, Japan and The Philippinc^s —
in (hat order! Probably one o\ the
mosi interesting trips lor others is the

●Iwas lucky enough to make- to
(he Philippines,
lo disc Liss and finalise acontrac tthat

■doing out there this year,
going to be in charge

w a s

Especially as last year 1changed
over all my incubators to the Brinsea
Octago 20 and had areally good
year hatch-wise; far better than
previously with my old incubators.
Dennis had visited us last year and,
between the two of us and Brinsea,
we had managed to get two
incubators subsidised and out to The
Philippines. The newly hatched baby
hatched in the Brinsea Octagon 20
—and this after abreak of six years
since the last successful hatching.
Not only that, but it was the first
baby to hatch without assistance. So
pretty well done, Brinsea and (he
Philippine Eagle Foundation Iwould
say!

Philippine Eagle —abird worth saving.

flaming bird watchers decided they
w a n t e d t o s e e a n o w l b e f o r e i t w a s
light so they asked for breakfast at
4am! This meant that the people
looking after them had to be up and
getting breakfast in the downstairs bit
at 3.30 am and this was where we
were sleeping, So we had to get up
and Iwas not amused. Then, can
you believe it, about twelve bird
watchers trudged off into the pitch
dark wi th torches on the i r heads
towards the noise of ascops owl and
wondered why the damn thing flew
away long before they got there —
what abunch of idiots! And ruined
my sleep, too.

It was light by 6am and we
walked up to where the nest was in

and sat down with binoculars

a n d m a d e o u r w a y d o w n t h e
mountain, bidding farewell and good
luck to the eagles.

Atough trip on the road back
meant that we were more than ready
f o r a s h o w e r a n d a r e s t , [ ) o t h o l
which were very welcome. It was at
that point Idecided that my socks
and trainers were not coming home
with me —they had died anoble
death walking to aPhilippine Eagle
forest, but they now needed to rest in
peace in the bin!

1gave atalk to the staff the
following clay and we then moved to
an hotel closer to the airport as we
were flying the next day. There were
anumber of questions that the stall
a n d D e n n i s w a n t e d m e t o a s k s o I

wrote areport that night and on the
Night on the way home.

To get the chance to see these
birds and to work with people with
such dedication against what are
enormous odds as very special. Iwas
talking tt) them over our last dinner
and told them (hat Ihad always tell
that to work in (he conservation lield
one had to be an optimist, otherwise
you might as well not be in the job at
all. Imenti(^ned that after my visit to
India and seeing all the problems
there, plus the problems they are
having to deal with, that my
optimism had taken aheating, but
that it was important to keep aspark
of it alive.

Seeing what they are doing is
enough to fuel that spark, and so wv
are going to do our Ix'st to altord to
be able to go on helping them. It
anvotx' feels thc’\ would like lo Ix'lp
w h a t t h e \ r c ' a l K n t ' e d i s t u n d s . N o n
c a n s c - n d d o n a t i o n s h e r e ' a n d I c \ i l l

pass them on.

we were going lo collect apony
which was going to carry all our
stuff, and boy, was it loaded,
although Ihasten to add Icarried my
own stuff. Then
mountain where the eagles lived. It
was very odd to see this mountain
which should have been covered in
rain forest but only the very tip was
still clothed in trees. All the way up
we came across huts and fences and
land tilled to grow crops. Even in the
most unlikely placed. It was really
very sad, and you could see how the
eagles and everything else that relied
on the forest had slowly been pushed
and squeezed out.

Although Ihave seen many films
and slides of deforestation, it is not
until you see it for real that it really
sinks in. But

people who need to farm to be
able to survive, the old [)olicy ot
slash and burn has changed alittle
loo. Where
used i t

s e s s i o n s ,

climbed the hill/w e

We then looked round the Centre
and saw the full sized version. Boy
are they spectacular! They really are
stunning eagles, although not as
heavy as the Steller's Sea-eagle or the
female Martial Eagle, their very long
tail and that huge slender beak
makes them look enormous. Sadly,
the two slides that Ihave of me in
the same picture arc very out of
focus, but they do at least give an
impression of size. We had seen all
the eagles —some are on view to
(he visiting public, some are in
pr ivate av iar ies to ass is t w i th
breeding, they also have anumber of
other raptors. White-bellied Sea-
eagles, Serpent Eagles, acouple of
Philippine Hawk Eagles, Brahminy
Kites, Grey-headed Fishing Eagles
and the Giant Scops Owls and 1
forget what else!

We talked, looked, sat in the sun
and generally relaxed, which was
nice as things had been alittle hectic-
up till that point. Dennis knew that 1
really wanted to see Philippines
Eagles in the wild,
disc ussions

I S a

y e a r s

v i e w

and spent about five minutes trying
to find the next. The researchers
knew where it was, but it took John
and Iabit of time to find it. Ithen
wished Ihad aspotting scope rather
than my binoculars, good though
they are.

There in the fork of ahuge tree
was ahuge nest and an almost full
grown Philippine Eagle. It was
standing up and wing flapping and
generally playing around on the nest.
After awhile we spotted one of the
adults in atree further up the hillside
and then when that moved in the
tree Ispotted asecond bird in the
same tree. Because it was raining
they did not do any flying, which
was ashame. Howc'ver, it was such a
treat to see these birds, of which
(here are probablv only about 124
left in the wild.

o n t

Ihad to go to Japan the other hand thereo n
a r e

w c * a r c

John, who
out (here at (he start ot the contrac t,

.wifh me-. II sec-'incxl silly ncjt to
b a c k v i a

w < i s

.the land had been
was then left and eventually

secondary forest would regrow.
Now, with the pressure from high
population, the land was kept in use
and so nothing had the chance to
r e g r o w.

We got up the mountain and to a
lodge where we stayed the night. It
was getting close to dark when we
arrived so, although we had ashort
walk into the forest, we could not go
far before returning lo the lodge.
Ihc'rt' was agrou[) ol bird watchers
staying in the bedroom area ot the
lc)dgc‘, so we sic'pl downstairs, which
would have been line allhough Idid

l l o w c ' v e r , t h e

o n c e

c a m c

Pikc' ihc' chanc eot going
1h(‘ Philijipines as we vverc-

|< ol ihe woods so to speak.
|i((|,. lanatic al about taking

(v. Ihave lost my
Once Ididn't see

>k and had the
So I

> i n ( h e i r

n e t

I a m a

luggage on
luggage live time's,
il again loi
lel(*melrv that w.is

h a i u

s o a f t e r v a r i o u s

on the phone it was
dec ided that three of the' research
team would take John and Iout into
the lield to see eagles. The only
problem was that, in the area <losesi
to the ('entre, an army brigadier
general had just been kidnapped and
was bc'ing held hostage in c'xc hangc'
tor polilical prisc»ners. ('onsec|uenli\.

o v e r a w ( * c
in II slolc‘11.

things under mv
ontrol al all time's. Ihe* tlitlerc-nc (■

a n d

hale not having im
\ \

l i m a t e m ) < i p a n
[c'biTiai made

Ix ' lwc 'C 'H thc '
1hc' Philip|)inc‘s in
ibis intcTC'sling pac king! It snowc
japan and was freezing cold, il was
wc't. warm and muggy in K
PlTiiippinc's. tiowevcT we managc'cl,

r e a' d i n
We slayc'd until wc' were pretty

damp and (hc'n returned to thc' lodge',
pic kc'd iij) another ponv and the gc'ar

I h c ' tv pc
g r i n i n o s g c ' l a l i t t l e d a n i j i . 4

t o
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factors obviously played apart in
the success or failure of acatch,
such as it being too early in the
morning, their weight being abit
too high, along journey or new
t e r r a i n .

I n t h e a f t e r n o o n w e t o o k t h e

Aday out on tne

Dii iington Estate
T h e B e s t D e l t a s M a d eI I

Unsurpassed for all around flying ability...
they fly at the highest possible angles
...responsive yet stable...
designed with passion...built with precision'

-George Emmons of
Into ihe Wind, Boulder. Colorado

W h i r l w i n d

l o n g w i n g s u p t o a l a r g e
p loughed fie ld w i th t h i ck
hedgerows and aslight bank with
lots of pheasants hiding in the
hedges. Sadly, the CLA party had
to leave by this time so they did
not get to see the spectacular
flights by the falcons.

Julian Godfrey's Peregrine/
Saker was the first to go and was
put up, although the hedge was
full of pheasants she decided to
go after abunch of crows in the
opposite direction! There was a
delay as
a c r o s s a

W i l d c a r d

"the weapons of choice for falconers...
light years ahead of anything else"

-David Scarbrough. Fairfax. Missoun

tel: 01495 750875

e-mail: dandeita@bigfoot.com
www.deltas.freeserve.co.uk/
54 Osborne Road, Pontypool, Gwent NP4 6LX, Wales, UK

a a n
le ighTy Jane Micne

pheasant. So Mike had to call it a
day.

only walked 100 yards from the
car park and none of the hawks
had settled, so he decided not to
slip. We then walked on to more
open land with the edge of the
hill sloping away to our left and a
good view of the valley and
countryside.

It was generally agreed that this
more open country would be
b e t t e r f o r t h e b i r d s a n d

spec ta to rs . Apheasan t was
pointed and Dave slipped his
gos. She went into the wood and
Dave followed her with telemetry
in hand and later found her on a
kill. Mick Cane's gos flew next
and went straight up into atree,
but later took some strong birds.
Mike West's hawk, aseven-year-
old female gos, considered to be
an experienced goshawk, flew a
cock pheasant into asmall wood
a t t h e b o t t o m o f t h e h i l l . W h e n
Mike got there he searched Ihe
wood for agood twenty minutes,
with telemetry signals coming
from everywhere. Mike then
discovered someone e lse was on
the same frequency. He later
found his hawk fed up on acock

T h e C o u n t r y L a n d o w n e r s '
A s s o c i a t i o n h a d i n v i t e d m e m b e r s

of the Welsh Hawking Club to
h o l d a m e e t o n t h e b e a u t i f u l
e s t a t e o f E w e n C a m e r o n ' s a t

Dillington, llminster, Somerset, so
that the CLA members could get
to know more about hawking and
what it entails. Taking part were
the regional director of the CLA,
A n n i e L a n i g a n , a n d e v e n t s
organiser Elizabeth Ferris, as well
as agood turnout with several
other members present.

On agrey, cold windy day we
a i l m e t i n t h e c a r p a r k o f
Dillington House, then split into
two groups so that we could hunt
f r o m e a c h e n d o f t h e e s t a t e
w i t h o u t t o o m u c h g a m e
d i s t u r b a n c e a n d a c h a n c e f o r
each hawk to have aflight.

We started by walking up a
wooded slope where one of the
pointers, called Briar, instantly
froze on point, then was told to
put up. Apheasant immediately
flushed from the footpath where
we had walked. The first slip was
Dave Jones's with his goshawk;
she was abit panicky as we had

Jim French, with his mature
male gos, was also experiencing
some early problems, as Jim and
his hawk had been dragged out,
by Dave, from his chalet in
O x f o r d w i t h t h e fl u . J i m s t i l l
hunted down apheasant with his
ma le .

The other group of goshawks
was more successful on open
land, with Mike Tucker's 'Angel'
flying long and well, taking five
pheasants. Paul McCanian's male
gos was flying his heart out and
filling Paul's bag. Andy Hume's
male gos was like adart, not
missing much, and was ahappy
hawk at the end of the day.
Everyone remarked on how
selective goshawks could be.

Although the morning was not
entirely successful in that the
goshawks did not make as many
catches as Ithought and often
s e e m e d d i s i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e i r
prey, for someone who has not
been hawking before i t was
interesting to learn the reasons for
(heir disinclination. Avariety of

G O I N G A W A Y ?
W H O I S G O I N G T O L O O K A F T E R Y O U R

B I R D S O F P R E Y ?
FA C I L I T I E S T O TA K E U P T O S I X B I R D S

E X P E R I E N C E D C A R E W I T H G O O D S E C U R I T Y
T E L : 0 1 4 5 4 2 9 4 2 5 8

M O B I L E 0 3 7 0 5 8 0 6 8 7

Julian went to get her
100 acre ploughed field.

By the time he reached her his
boots were twice the size and
weighed aton, which slowed
h i m up considerably. After this
lengthy wait we saw flight after
flight while the birds tried to gain
enough height. The wind was
strong and blowing in the wrong
direction, so most of the birds
found it difficult to gain the
height needed to drop on to their
prey. However, they all tried and
tried again in avery impressive
manner. There

awhite pheasant, which was
persistently lurking in the
undergrowth before finally being
flushed out. Although we all
thought it had been caught by
Pete Bowyer's peregrine tiercel it
managed to escape into the
wood. (So we think?) Mark
Gardener's peregrine falcon took
apheasant after achase We then
decided to head back. There
were sixteen pheasants actually
caught and avery good time was
nad by all. We would like to
thank Ewen Cameron for the
invitation to his estate; Annie
Lanigan our regional director
(CLA); Elizal:>eth Ferris, events
organiser; Chris Wilson, farm

To n y W e n s l e y ,
gamekeeper; and Simon Hawker,
assistant gamekee|)er.

finalK we all returned to the
local pub and many samples
were drunk of Somerset ale.

^INCUBATION &REARING PRODUCTS ^

P r e c i s i o n
I n c u b a t i o n
System

£50 bountyw a s a
o n

CQ Designed to meet the stringer

Irequirements of breeders of
specialist, rare or valuable birds,
the Octagon Pro-20 is the
complete system which gives
total control to the breeder and

ideal incubation conditions for the eggs.

The System includes: — —
Omnithorm'” heating system -combines control with natural warming and good visibilty
Calibrated digital thermometer tells you exact incubation temperature
Humidity Management -continuous, pinpoint momtciing and control of humidity
High frequency automatic egg turning perfect stimulation for the growing embryo
Foam egg cushions -to protect the growing embryo from the effects of any vibration

EsI Pro-20 :FOR THE HIGHEST HATCH RATES

c a

All Grinsea Incubators are manufactured to IS09002 quality standards and
come with afree 2year guarantee.

i B r i n s e a I N C U B AT I O N
SPECIALISTSm a n a g e r ;

Dept. WHS20, Station Rd, Sandford, N. Somerset BS25 5RA
T e l : 0 1 9 3 4 8 2 3 0 3 9

or www.brinsea.co.uk or email BrinseaUK@aol.com

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

B A R N ● H A W K ● T A W N Y ● S N O W Y4
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H u n t i n Karen RoseLeon Mulholland
Fine Quality Falconry Gloves made from
h a n d - s e l e c t e d B r i t i s h D e e r s k i n s .

Each glove is made to measure and represents
some of the finest craftsmanship available
today. Hawking Bags in avariety of styles
made in Canvas, Cordura or Leather.

Rnodesian Lanners ‘Hje widest choice in

falconry furniture and equipment
Kangaroo hide

A s t r o t u r f

Books (bought &sold )Videos
Raptor Food Tuition

Hawking days
Rings

Hood blocks &patterns, tools and all supplies for
hood making. American equipment from

Northwoods Ltd. and Luksander telemetry.
L e o n M u l h o l l a n d

55 Brooklands Avenue, Broughton, Bri
N o r t h L i n e s . D N 2 0 O E D
Te l / F a x : 0 1 6 5 2 6 5 0 4 2 9
M o b i l e : 0 7 9 7 4 3 8 0 6 6 6

email leon@mulfalconry.netline.net
anytime. Credit Cards orders accepted.

Scot landi n
The Spread, Sutton Crosses, Long Sutton,
Spalding, Lincolnshire. PE12 9AU.
T e l : 0 1 4 0 6 3 6 4 4 8 7

ly Jonn Condy (Harare, Zimnanwe)
It was as easy as that. 1walked

out to find Steve, who immediately
said: "How on earth did you get
through? Here is the permit."

Those were the days before
terrorists and highjackings.

The first ten days were spent in
Somerset wi th Eustace Poles,
where Ispent all the time manning
and training the birds to the
The peregrine became sick and
died. It was sent to the veterinary
laboratory in Cambridge. The post
mortem report was negative. In
retrospect Iam sure i t d ied of
insecticide poisoning brought on
by dropping its weight.

So on the 'Glorious twelfth' we
were all in place at Steve's croft
n e a r D o r n o c h .

Steve had apair of Peales
peregrines and aScottish falcon.
My Lanners consisted of one very
lazy bird, one average and one
very good one. Ihad already
assessed their characters, so did
most of the hunting with the good
one, 'Sasha'.

Her first kill was aspectacular
vertical stoop on agrouse. It was
not from agreat height. Most of the
time Lanners do not go very high.
Their home hunting is often in
wooflland, where avery high pilch
can be adisadvantage. It was seen
to be vertical because on the way
down one could see firs t i ts back

then the belly.
Over the next two weeks one ol

the points that showc'd up was how
men hmore tena< ious in the hunt
the tanner wois (ompared to
peregrines,
dropped
pe rc'gri nes

whereas the banner would go into
the heather and get its quarry. In
fact once Sasha went down awide
four foot deep hole, to gel her
g r o u s e .

Iknew parts of the Highlands
from the days before Istarted at
Edinburgh University. 1had worked
in Ross-shire as alabourer with the
Forestry Commission, so Ilooked
up an old friend, Sandy Grant. We
arranged to go after ptarmigan near
Ben Nevis. It was avery beautiful
and almost hot day, with only a
slight breeze. Near the top of a
ridge, we saw ptarmigan 100 yards
away. Sasha was put up. She was
mounting nicely when acock
grouse got up under her. Of course
she went straight down and got it,
and our ptarmigan just took off and
croaked their way round the hill to
safety.

It was disappointing but, on the
other hand, Igot athrill at just
seeing thcjse beautiful birds again,
and we did not go home empty
handed .

Aweek later I lost Sasha. She
had been chasing some bird across
abusy road when acar hit her.
Seeing she had jesses, the driver of
the car took the l')ocly to the Air
Force base at Lossiemouth. Here it
was well known that the Air Force
kept ascjuadron oi peregrines for
clearing the gulls away before the
jet fighters took off.

The second banner was lost, and
the third dazyi Igave to avoung
girl who had fallen in love with
her. She was abeaulilul bird, but
no t one Iwou ld have ke | ) t l o i '
hunting.

The Mecca of Longwing hunting of
gamebirds must surely be hunting
grouse in the Highlands of
Scot land.

In 1972, 1had the opportunity to
do this. The first problem to

t h a t t h e r e w e r e

m

f'o o

o v e r c o m e w a s

sanctions being imposed against
Rhodesia by the rest of the world. I
knew that should Iapply for a
permit from the British Home
Office to import some falcons to
Britain the answer, should they be
bothered to reply, would have

C r o w n J
Falconry^

<
% HV / S A

u r e .

★ S U P P L I E R S T O T H E T R A D E ★
★A R A B S T Y L E B L O C K S ★E L K H I D E

G L O V E S ★ F I B R E G L A S S B A T H S ★
V I D E O S ★

H A N D C R A F T E D , S TA I N L E S S S T E E L
S W I V E L S .

★E X C L U S I V E S I G N E D C O P I E S O F
F A L C O N R Y F O R B E G I N N E R S ” B Y L E E

W I L L I A M H A R R I S . £ 1 8 . 9 5
TRADE &CLUB ENQUIRIES WELCOME
F O R B R O C H U R E T E L / F A X 0 1 2 4 6 2 3 7 2 1 3

b e e n N o .

Being amember of the 'ways
m e a n s Peregrine Falcons .Barbary Falcons .Gyr Falcons

L a n n e r F a l c o n s . S a k e r F a l c o n s
and hybrids from the above

Bald Eagles .Harris Hawks .Go.shawks
R e d t a i l s

a n dc l u b ' .a n d
Rhodesians were by this time
highly innovative in tinding ways
of doing all sorts of things to get

nd 'sanctions', 1decided to get

a

a r o u

my friend Steven Frank to get the
giving aMalawian All birds chamber raised but imprints can be

provided but only as special order.
permits for me,
a d d r e s s , a n d t o m e e t m e a t
H e a t h r o w.

I n d u e c o u r s e
Heathrow with three haggard
lanners (one had been caught
48 hours previously) and ahaggard
peregrine tiertcT with no permit to
import lh(“m.

Iwalked up the red route with
( a r d b o a r d
lh(‘ birds and was

I a r r i v e d a t Ian Garland &SS Tolley
P h o n e 0 1 8 2 7 3 8 3 3 0 0 E v e 0 1 2 8 3 5 1 2 4 4 6

F a x 0 1 8 2 7 3 8 3 3 6 0

email: gariands@dial.pipex.com Bow Perches: Zinc plated or stainless steel, with
nibber covering from £20.00

( a r l o n st h e t w o

eStoiton( o n f a i n m g cSioiion
European Agent

F o r

V I T A H A W K

Te l : 0 1 9 4 2 6 7 4 3 3 8

F a x : 0 1 9 4 2 2 6 1 5 0 5

Ito explain to (ustoms
was in the hands of

prepa ret
that (he permit
aIriend wlio was to meet

m\ best inno( ent and

Quality Hawks For
Discerning Falconers

Also Available Quality
H a w k F o o d

At Competitive Prices

m e .

I[Hit on
honest fat eanti (he tustoms otlii er

What have you got there?"
" A n t i w l i a t a r e

m
s a i fi ;
" ' I h ree fa l ( f>ns . D . B S c i e n t i fi c

AHigh Quality Vitamin Supplement for Athletic
Game Hawks and Breeding Raptors

D i r e c t f r o m t h e U S A

yoLi going to flu with tliem?" "I
hope* to kill all the grouse in
S( otl.mri." "Wt‘ll push off and get
killing,"

A s s o o n a s a g r o u s e
1 h e h e a l h t ‘ r .i n t o

w o u l d l o s e i n t e r e s t , 4

A.> 4 (
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First Slip .
A

W i tly Neil McCann v.-* . ● ^

^ ■ 1

m w

i i

1nearly stood on arabbit before it
bolted. Megan was off the fist like
lightning and over the rabbit
within seconds. She followed the
rabbit directly above it for more
than fifty yards before, you
guessed it, the rabbit popped into
awarren and Megan flew up into
the nearest tree to sulk for the rest
of the morning, afternoon, and
early evening, only visible by the
pink ribbon on the tail mount. It
then rained. In Wales it does not
rain but belts it clown. Myself and
Mike now looked like the Glums,
nothing would bring her down.

Then she moved off, over to
the wood 200 yards away. We
packed lures and started the
game of cat and mouse, or follow
that beeb, beeb for four hours,
l i k e t w o l o o n i e s o u t o f t h e

asking where Iwas going wrong,
seeming to be getting nowhere
fast, Iam still trying hard twelve
months on. Paul put me in touch
with afriend, Keith, from whom I
purchased abeautiful German x
Finnish female eyas goshawk,
weighing in at 2lb 14oz, in
August. The training went like a
t e x t b o o k , a n d w i t h a l o t o f
patience and time she was flying
free in five weeks time to take us
our first rabbit.

At r ip to Wales wi th Mike
Fagan and his very rel iable
Springer tyke, as my own dog
was still under very much basic
training. Istill to this day do not
know who is training who (a bit
l i ke ma r r i ed l i f e ) . W i t h i n t en
m i n u t e s M i c k ' s H a r r i s h a w k h a d
arabbit flushed out of the gorse
and the first rabbit in the bag. We
moved down the valley over a
stream and through three sheep
fields, typical tyke working every
metre but still awaiting aslip for
myself. Through two more fields,
over agate into the next field
w i t h s m a l l c l u s t e r s o f n e t t l e s . I

O n e o f t h e f e w w i s e m o v e s m a d e

by myself was to join the Welsh
H a w k i n g C l u b , i n w h i c h I
r e c e i v e d a m u c h g r e a t e r
k n o w l e d g e b y h a n d s - o n
experience in which no book or
video could visage on one of the
oldest sports known to man,
'falconry'.

This season Iwas to take
two of the most difficult things to
train, in my eyes. The first, an
English pointer xspaniel dog, in
w h i c h I t r a v e l l e d a 1 , 0 0 0 - m i l e
return journey to collect from the
Scottish Highlands, to where 1
saw Paul Dooley fly his female
goshawk with such 'ease' and
passion that made me want
there and then. To take rabbits
with deadly speed and accuracy;
there were no ill manners or bad
temperament shown by bird of
fa lconer, as wr i t ten in a l l the
books, which made me in dire
need to fly this type of bird.

Af ter much debate over the
hard winter/spring and summer
months trying to train my first dog
and endless phone calls to friends

Noil McCcinn's gos on mhbit.
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Paul Dooley, Mick Fagan, Tony and Jan Niwking in Wales.

o n e

down the val ley. Lindford
Christie had nothing on me that
morning, climbing barbed wire
fences with telemetry, bags and
wel l i es on .

She was found at 5.30 am, full
light at 6am, moved off the bull
field at 6.15 am. Igot to the
spinney at 6.30 am —along
hard run around the bull field.
She was bleeped down and
spotted by the pink ribbon fifteen
feet above my sweaty, shiny
head. We stared at each other for

asylum, with what the farmer
thought looked l ike with TV
detector vans on foot looking for
my prize possession. It was now
dusk and the Glums were not wet
but sodden and, to finalise it, she
landed ten feet high (only spotted
by the pink tail ribbon) in atree
in the midd le o f a cesspit. Iwas
knee deep in at this point and she
refused to come at any expense.
She was left to the Welsh night
a i r . W e r e t u r n e d t o
which Ihad left with the sun roof
open, to find puddles on the seats
and the floor —the end to a
perfect day.

The telephone was hoi (and

| V ^

seconds before she came down
within minutes, which felt like
hours, to afull quail on a
and Icrawled through mud to
pick her up. There was no one
more pleased than myself that
Monday morning.

Mick and Ihave returned for
many asuccessful hawking day
in Wales, and Megan would not
have had agood season catching
rabbits, pheasant and hare it it
had not been for Paul Dooley
and Mike Fagan's knowledge ot
the sport of falconry and having

trained dogs to hawk

o u r c a r ,

l u r e

s o

was my ear, trom the wife, for
returning without the bird) from
friends offering to take the d
w o r k t o

ay oft
o u t a t d a w n t o

l i n d a n r l r e c o v e rhopefully
Megan. At 5.50 am 1had trac ked
her down iwhc )says birds don't
niov(' in the darkO to the middle'
of IIk> bu t i ( ' ld be low the ' moor, s u c h w e

over. If it had not been lor them
these photographs and this article
would not have happened.

af|uart(‘r ol amile away. 1waiU'd
till lirst light, whc'n sIk' mov('d to
the sm<) w o o r hs p i n i u ' v ( s m a

4,5
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Stockwell, Andrew P.
Sloyel, Brian
Strange, Philip
Symonds, Mark
Syree, Steven
Taylor, Wayne
Thomas, Robert
Thomas, A .
Thomas, J.
Thomas, Ian
Thomas, Gareth
Thompson, Christopher
Tofts, William
Tomlinson, Oliver
Tucker, Michael
Turner, Timothy E.
Varney, Clive
Vaughan, Steven
Wallace, Guy
Wa l l i s , N i c h o l a s
Wallers, D.
Wa r b u r t o n , G .
Warrington, John
Warwick, Nigel G.
Waterhouse, Andy
Watson, Adrian
Watts, Glyn
Webb, Keith
Webley, Andrew
Wellings, Roy
Welsh, Andrew
W e s t , M .
West, Michael).
Whitney, F. |.
Willetts, David
Womack, Tony
Wood, Chris
Woodinglon, lason
Woods, W. |,
Woods, jeretny
Woodward, Chris
Wynn, Michael
Young, Michael

Leschallas,
M a r i e - L o u i s e

Livingstone, Annette
Lock, Chris
Long, Ben
Longworth, Brian
Love, Mart in J.
Lovell, Mark
Maclaron, James
Madeline Ashworth,

P a u l M a r t i n
Marshall, J.
Marlin, David
M a s t e r s , D a v i d
McCann, Neil
McKnighl, Jeff
Meacham, Leon
Mechaniow, Paul
Meese , Jon A l l an
Mellish, Kevin L
Meredith, David
Millard, Craig
Millward, Philip
Morgans, Douglas
Morley, Glen
Morrs, Malcolm
Morris, Gary
Mosedalc, Kevin
Mosley, Donald
Muat, Wesley
Myles, David
Noble. Kenny
N o r m a n , V i c t o r i a
Osborne, Kenneth R.
Pacey, Nigel
Palmer, Lyn
Parker, Steven
Parker, Lindsey
Parry-Jones, Jemima
Paterson, Bryan
Paterson, Martyn
Pearce, Adam j.
Pearson, Dobljic

Phillips, Emiyn
Phillips, Andrew
Phillips, J.C
Phythian, Ellis
Porter, David
Poyner, John
Prince, Jeff
Pursglove, Peter
Quinlan, Tim
Radford, Zoe H.
Rampling, David John
Randles, Colin
Rarcliffe, Ralph S.
Read, Leslie A.
Richards, Mark
Rivers, Lisa
Roberts, Glyn
Roberts, Antony B.
Robinson, Harry
Rosborough, Sam
Rose, Karen
Rossiter, Graham
Rowe, Robert
Rundle I.
Russell, Nita
Scott, David
Scourse, Peter
Senior, John
Shuttleworth, M.

P o r t Ta l b o t
W i r r a l

D e v o n

Plymouth
Dursley
G r a n t h a m
B r a d f o r d

Merthyr Tydfil
W o o d h u r s t
Pontypool
Surrey
C h e s t e r
Bath

Welsh Hawking Club
MEMBERSHIP LIST —May 1999

S w i n d o n
N o r t h S o m e r s e t
B a n w e l l M a n c h e s t e r

Greenhaugh
Newpor t
S o m e r s e t

S t a f f o r d s h i r e
Leamington Spa
S o m e r s e t

W e s t w a r d H o !
N o r t h w i c h
M o u n t a i n A s h
S o m e r s e t
Por t Ta lbo t
Br is to l
W r e x h a m
W r e x h a m

near Tarporly
Ballymena
Spalding
near Usk
Bristol
Ivybridge
Br is to l

Ivybridge
Monmouth
Cheshire
near Burton on
T r e n t

Stoke on Trent
C h e s h i r e
W i l t s h i r e
Merseyside
R o m f o r d

Royal Leamington

Merseyside
O a k h i l l
L a n c a s h i r e

Bury St. Edmunds

Forrester, John
Fox, N. C.
France, Tony
France, Janice
Frank, Stephen
Fuller, Robert
Cambold, Mike
Gardner, Mark
Garland, Patrick G.
Garland, Ian

B u s s , W i l l i a m
Campbell, Alan
Canape, Angelo
Cannon, Alan
Carpenter, Barry C.
Claridge, Rowland
Clarke, Darren
Clegg, A. C.
C l o w e s , M i k e
Cockle, Jeffery
C o e , M i c h a e l
Cole, Robert
Cole, J. P.
Collins, Douglas
Connors, John
Cook, Anthony
Cook, Cary
Cook , Ka r l
C o o k e , R o b i n
Cooke, Anthony
Cooper, Martin
Corrick, Thomas R.
Cotton, Andrew
Cottrell, C.
Coupe, M. F.
Crowley, Bernard
Cunningham, J, M.
Danby, Peter W.
Davey, Gerard Huw
Davie, M. R, K,
Davies, C. T.
Davies, Paul
de Gregory, I.
dc-Wit, Peter
DeBastyai, Nancy
Devall, Timothy
D e w a r, R i c h a r d
D i l l o n , P a u l
D imonc I , l ean
D I m o n d , D a v i d
D I m o n d , A . W,
Dingley, P. M.
Dollar, Mark
Dooley, P. W.
Dougall, T, A. C,
D o w n s , K e v i n

B r i s t o l

L o w e r G o r n a l
T a u n t o n

Denbigh

O v e r s e a s m e m b e r s
Arad i , Janos
Barnes, Andrew
Balsch, Mindy
Clerens, Hugo
C l e r e n s , B e n
De Backe r, P ie te r

Stoke on Trent
C a r m a r t h e n
Llangollen
Llangollen
D o r n o c h

Pocklinglon
near Chepstow
Br is to l
Fishguard
near Burton on
Tren t
G l o u c e s t e r
M a l l o n

near Grimsby
S a d d l e w o r t h
Br is to l
B l a c k b u r n
Malpas
A m m a n f o r d
C r e d i t o n

Barry
Essex

Merseyside
East Brent
Br is to l
Liverpool
R e d d i t c h
R e d d i t c h
R e d d i t c h
C a r n i a r t h e n
Gloucester
Evesham

Hungary
Z i m b a b w e
M o , U S A
Belgium
Belgium
Belgium

Dupont, Marie Martine Belgium
Gibson, David
Herwig, HoedI
H o r v a t h , D i e t e r
Hourigan, Tommy

Essex
D e v o n

C o l c h e s t e r

near Huntley
Liverpool
F u l f o r d
B l a c k w o o d
E s s e x

Y a t e

S o m e r s e t
D e v o n

Br is to l

Kingseote
Mid Glamorgan
W i l t s h i r e

Newpor t
Gwynedd
E x e t e r

B r i s t o l
Liverpool
W e s t M i d l a n d s
Y o r k
M o n m o u t h
Br is to l
G o o l e
G w e n t
Essex

Limpsfield
G l o u c e s t e r
K i d d e r m i n s t e r

Dyfcd
R e d r u t h
K i d d e r m i n s t e r

Kingswinford
StalTordshire
O l d h a m
near Sleaford

Wigan

P o r t s m o u t h
H e r e f o r d s h i r e

O n t a r i o , C a n a d a
A u s t r i a
A u s t r i a

Co. Tipperary,
E i r e

H o l l a n d

W i l t s h i r e
Aylesbury
C o l c h e s t e r
B r e c o n

Nor th Somerse t
Stoke on Trent
M a c c l e s fi e l d

Malpas
G l o u c e s t e r
C o l c h e s t e r
C o l c h e s t e r
S o m e r s e t
C w m b r a n

Newport
K i d d e r m i n s t e r

Newport
W i r r a l
Evesham
W o r c e s t e r

C a r d i f f

Newbridge
C a t i o n H a l l

Merthyr Tydfil
Merseyside
S i d m o i i t h

Ross on Wye

Garraway, P. C.
Ga les , A lan
Genney, A. T,
Gilligan, R.
Godfrey, Julian
Golden, Ralph
Gouldihorpe, Stephen
Gray, Vikky
Gray, Andy
Griffiths, C.
Haddock, Andrew
Halsall, Stephen P.
H a m , T i n a
Hammersley, Raymond
Hancock, Leslie j.
Hart, Georgina
Hart, Roy
Hart, Litxla
Haswell, Regan
Halhorall, Carl
Havemann-Mar t , N . C ,
Hewitt, Leslie

U s k
F o c h a i j e r slokovi, Atli la

Jones, Carl
Jones, Richard G.
L a n d s c h u t z e r, A .
Linskens, Andre
Lombard, Adrian
Rijkers, Patrick
Schultz, Tom
Stappers, Wim
Wagenar, Harry

Webster, Hal
Wil l iams, Mark

M a u r i t i u s

St. Paul, USA
A u s t r i a

N e t h e r l a n d s
Sou th A f r i ca

Belgium
Missouri, USA
Belgium
W i n l e r r e ,
H o l l a n d
Colorado, USA
Alberta, Canada

W i l t s h i r e

G w e n t

W e l l s
I nce B lunde l l
Br is to l
G l o u c e s t e r s h i r e
D e v o n

L a n c a s h i r e
W i r r a l
G w e n t

near Rugeley
Warrington
Newbridge
G l o u c e s t e r s h i r e
Rua rdean
G w e n t

Rhyl
Le ices ter
W o r c e s t e r
C a n n o c k

Reading
G w e n t

Br is to l
Br is to l

Pontypridd
Stockport
Copford
Liverpool
Tregaron
Merthyr Tydfil
near Axbricige
W r e x h a m

Sidley, G.
S imcox , l ohn
Simpson, Gerry
Simpson, Andrew D.
Singleton, Terry
Sma l lwood , Ian

U K m e m b e r s
A d a m s , A .
A d c o c k , I ’ -
A l l e n , P.
Almeclia, G. T.
Anderscjfi, |.

Mid Glamorgan
B e d f o r d s h i r e
B r i s t o l
B e d f o r d s h i r e
n f v i r R o s s - o n -

W y e
n e a r N o r t h w i c h

New Romney

Spa
near Nunea ton
Staffordshire
S w a n s e a
Te l f o r d

Bovey Tracey
Br is to l

Smith, S. C.
Smith, Ray
Smith, Alan
Smith, Peter R.
Steele, David
Stevens, Leonard

Hill, Ian Derbyshire
Hill, Richard F,
Hinge, Mark
H o l d e r, M a r k
Holding, Andrew
Hooper, Ray A.
Hopkins, Derrick
Houghton, I.
Hudson, Philip
Hughes, Marlin P.
Hughes, Simon
Hughes. K. S„
Hughes, David
Hulmo, Andrew
Humlierston, Geoffrey
Ingham, Tim
lames, Roger
leftery, Martin
l o n e s . M a r l i n
lones, K. E.
lones, T, W.
Jones, David

Anlonio, R. S,
Ashton, )ohn
Asc|uilh, Colin
A x o n , S l e v e n
Bal>er, Andrew ).
B.iiley, R<jy ).
Bannister, Bol)
Barlletl, B.
Baxter, C..
Bearsell. Sam
Heiil)ingl<jn, Roy
Beeley, Fergus
Belmonte, Mark
Bennett, Sloven
Bcfilon, Kevin
Berner, Simon
BesI, BVS(, I
Bir( hmorr*, )ohn
Bishop. |ohn
Bla< k, Karl
Blat kahy, Peter
Blantern, Ian
Blower, V.tnessa A.
Btitid. (olin W.
Bmvyei, P{‘ler
Biacl)e\ ,D.

Keith

P o o l e
C l i e s h i r e
Essex
W e s t Yo r k s h i r e
Bodorgan
Ha|)slord
M o l d
R o c h e
S i l c h e s l e r
W o r c e s t e r
Cole hosier
Grimsby
G l o u c e s t e r
B l a e n a v o n

Barnstaple
M o n m o u t h
n e a r W r e x h a m
A s h i e v
Weston-super-
M a r e

S o m e r s e t

D e r b \ ’ s h i r e
D e r b \ ' s h i r e
B r i s t o l
B r e r o n

Ches te r
Mel ton Moubra\
B r i s t o l
(jciinsborough
D e v o n

Llanarmon-\ n-ial
( i w e n t

n e a r ( r e w e

B r i s t o l

EssexEl\
S t . He lens
Br is to l

W i l t s h i r e
N e w t o n A b b o t
S t o k e - o n - Tr e n t
C o l c h e s t e r
R i c h m o n d
W i l t s h i r e
W a r w i c k s h i r e

Hayle
W i l t s h i r e

Solv ing problems you cannot reach
B I R D C O V E R The lamous PAG Remote Trainers are widely used and extremely effective

tools lor the humane corrective training of all types of wayward dog. With a
300 metres range, they can be used to stop the chasing and worrying of
sheep, stock, other dogs, cats and birds. You become top-dog... to solve
general obedience and willul heard-oMearing problems ... like not coming
b a c k w h e n c a l l e d .

The Electronic Fence is another brilliant idea from PAG for worry-tree con¬
t i n u o u s a u t o m a t i c s u r v e i l l a n c e
and containment of your dog(s).
Surround and enclose all or part
of your garden, paddock or
estate ... or selectively exclude
certain zones within it —such as
ponds, flower beds, vegetable
patches and chi ldren’s play
a r e a s .

for all birds of prey
Cover your birds against loss by

Theft, Storm. Flood, Fire, Lightning,
Malicious persons. Vandals. Vermin attack.

Falling trees, etc.
plus

Death by accident, illness or disease
plus

Vets' fees up to £1.000 per claim
(Policies underwritten by Lloyds)

Ask us for your free Birdcover info pack
for full details

Drinkwater. Terry
D u n c a n , W i l l i a m
Dupont, Marie-Martine
Durman-Walters, Diana Hawick
D u r s t o n , l a m e s
Eccleston, )ohn
Etigell, David

CuMcjmpton
MRGVS, Dir kl●’o|●tishcacl

(Josporl
St , Davids
Barry
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St. Bavo, the patron saint of Falconers The Austringer 1999

fFalSt. Bavo, tne patron saint i c o n e r so r

Helen S (Gwent II Rescue)c o u s e a w R

with an ex-directory 'phone livingwhich was returned, ring numberIt had started with three messages
on the answerphone awaiting our
r e t u r n f r o m a p e t c h a r i t y ' s
Christmas fair. The first was from a

i n a b a r n c o n v e r s i o n s o n e w a n dunread, by another falconer.
private that it did not even featureA n o t h e r f o u r m o n t h s a n d I h a d
in any directory. It was less than afulfilled my vow. St. Bavo's picture
mile from the chicken farm. Whenhung in the Wye val ley Artconcerned lady, the next from her

son, an angry farmer with a
shotgun and the last from the
police. They all related to alarge
bird of prey who was dining off
chickens about six miles away.

A n d n o w h e r e w e w e r e a t t h e
foot of atal l oak tree in whose
crown sat ahunched and angry
Harris hawk. For three days she
had ignored all our blandishments,
titbits, chunks of beef, rabbit,
seductively trailed lures —you
know the scene! Occasionally she
would dive down into the scrub
and emerge triumphantly clutching
avole but what she really, really
wanted was her hen.

My husband had rescued its
body, set it in acunning trap
devised from achicken ark and I

entrusted with the siring. It

her owner finally turned up {Withsociety's spring exhibition in the
the correct ring number) FeathersA t t h eM o n m o u t h m u s e u m .

McCraw (as we called her) greetedpreview the secretary was retailing
him with interest and almost wi ththe story to some friends when a
affection. So St. Bavo not onlylady exclaimed that she thought
interceded to bring her into safeof her neighbours had lost ao n e

custody but also ensured that shehawk and requested our address to
duly returned to her rightfulpass on to him. w a s

o w n e r. We l l , h e w o u l d , w o u l d n ' tApparently, he was anewcomer to
the district, not given to socialising,

Painting hy Helen Scousc.

;

w a s

was very early, grey, cold and
beginning to drizzle when Imade a
vow to St. Bavo, the patron saint of
f a l c o n e r s .
St. Bavo was a7th century Flemish
nobleman whose great passion
hunting and hawking. He kicked

wife clownstairs, sold his serfs
landowners and finally

sed of steal ing his

w a s

h i s
t o o t h e r

a c c uwas 

overlords' white Gyrtalcon. At the
the scaffold thel a s t m o m e n t o n

●rant bird turned up to save him.
Ibecame a(^nrislian and

spent the rest of his lile as ahermit,hcMling people, animals and birdslost his love of

e i

S t . B a v o

b u t h e n e v e r
h<twks. , , . I

Within the hour Ihad got her.
She had no bellsSh(' was tuniJLis.

and only one mews
a l s o ,

akite from all
d i n n e r s .

nr iel( 'melry
S h e a s w ew a sj e s s ,

suspected, as high c
hel¬

l s

plump rhi( ken
Nr‘ith(‘i had she am i<l(‘ntu hip

I ihe only <Ine (o lu'i ownei
lay in the number on her biei'dei s
ring and fitUM'ii leh'phnne (.dK
l a t e r w e w e r e n o i i e l h ( ‘ w i s e i .

l u r t h e i

(

i n l a ( I

h a d b e ( “ nM a t t e r ‘ d

(Dinplifated by anolhei lem<de
l l a r r i s h a w k l o u s e i n l h ( “ t i r c r i ,

4 H
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