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President’s Preamble From The Editor
Hel lo A l l , I can ’ t be l i eve i t ’s t ime fo r me to

put pen to paper again except it’s on a
computer these days! How the time has
flown by. Ihope you all have had agood
season’s hunting and that breeders are
looking forward to the new season’s
y o u n g s t e r s .

My first task is to thank Paul Dillon for all his hard
work over the past years as our Chairman,
supporting the club at Game Fairs and on his
visits to foreign parts. He has been agood
a m b a s s a d o r f o r t h e c l u b a n d w e w i s h h i m w e l l .

I w o u l d a l s o l i k e t o w e l c o m e M i c k C o r d e l l t o t h e

committee as Chairman, Iam sure he has great
things in store for the club! We also have to say
Goodbye to Mike Clowes as secretary, and
thank him for his hard work this past year as he
hands over to Steve Lambert from the Yorkshire

region who has taken up the position as
secretary. It is good to get new people onto the

committee as they can help us older members
see the way forward.

This year will be quite ahectic one for the club
with the Falconry Fair and the Festival of Falconry
to attend but we have high hopes that we can put
on agood show as usual. It would be nice to see
more members contributing in some way towards
this, even ideas, pictures or even time on the stands.
All members new &old are always welcome and
it can be quite rewarding at times, after all the club
i s a b o u t i t s m e m b e r s a n d w h a t w e c a n d o

together Without you the club cannot exist!

Iwon’t take up any more of your time. Iknow you
are anxious to get on and read the rest of what I
k n o w w i l l b e a n o t h e r e x c e l l e n t i s s u e o f t h e

"Austringer" thanks to Andy Hulme's hard work

Ihope you all enjoy the coming year with the
club and look forward to seeing you at some
t ime in the fu tu re .

D a v e D i m o n d

pictures many professional especially Paul SawenAnother Hawking season has come to an
end, wel l a lmost as Ihave been inv i ted out

to Norfolk and Cambridgeshire for Spring
Rook Hawking. Thanks to our own Rob
Cole Ihad the joy of flying an eyas Jack
Merlin in the early part of the season.

Ihad alot of fun with Eli Dingle on the stubble
fields of Suffolk once the harvest had finally

finished. Ihad one scary moment where the Jack
chased aLark and he hard pressed it into putting
into the verge of the road. Iran over thankfully
he was ok and was walking up and down
peering into the cover looking for the Lark

Iagain had agood season with Arthur the club
bred Male Goshawk and as well as catching
mainly Pheasants he did catch afew good
Rabbits. The wild Mallard did very well with
some good broods and the Gos had many
goods flights in the early part of the season at
them and put two in the bag. He finished the
season with arespectable head of game.

We have finally had aproper winter with snow
and hard frosts for days at atime and during the
first spell of snow Isaw alarge covey of Grey
Partridges for the first time on my Hawking
ground and they have stayed along with another
small covey of four .They started to pair up
late January, so Ihope that the pairs are
successful and rear broods during the summer

Another great Fieldmeeting in October at the
Chainbridge in Llangollen was had by all and as
ever agreat big thank you to Neil McCann for
all of his hardwork .The Goshawk group Iwas in
saw some good flying with all of the Gosses on
form and they did their owners proud especially
at Carrog with all them successfully pulling a
pheasant in the bag.

The club and regions will be very busy again this
spring and summer with not only the Falconry
Fair and the Festival of Falconry but
representing the club at country fairs up and
down the country. Abig thank you too all the
members who give up there time to help nian
the stands and make our club one of the finest
in the UK.

Many thanks too all of the members who have
taken the time to write an article and all of the

people who have allowed myself to use then

Br ian MacFar lane , Robb ie McCl in tock Dave
f j Scott and of course Seth Anthony from the

International Falconer. Not forgetting Mick
Young.

Ihope you enjoy your 2009 Austringer

r J Andy Hulmei
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Chairmans Chatter
glamorous shows, which is very important if we
want to promote our sport. Quite often it is
these smaller game fairs and shows which give
people more of an opportunity to stand and
chat to the members on the stand about
falconry. Sometimes at larger shows like the CLA
and Falconers Fair they feel as though they are
intruding into another's private gathering. Let’s all
go out there and welcome them into the bosom
of the WHC-

[can only speak for one region but it
pleasing to see new. young members putting
themselves foiward for the good of the club
That doesn't mean though that WE don't still
need you older wiser ones to steer US on the
right course should we go astray.

i n

IS very

Another Festival of Falconry this year. The ■-
best of luck to the team of organisers foi- a
successful event. Ihave been to afew

v e r y

meetings
of the club reps and it is staggering the amount
of work that the festival committee are doing.
We have already ordered the good weather
all will be great!

s o

Welcome everyone; firstly Imust thank
those club members for electing me last
October at the AGM. Ifind it quite a
daunting task following in the shoes of
P a u l D i l l o n a n d b e f o r e t h a t D a v e D i m o n d .

Thank you Paul for all the hard work you
put in over the last few years.
Ihr' next <ouple of years could turn oul to be
/ f ’ l / h i f fi ' u l l \ o i s t j r n f - m e m l j e r s ■A ' l l h t h e

Iiiu c‘t 1,111 il /ol employ’ll lent anrj all else lliai goes
//flh .1 te< i " ,Mon (pu i te o f tC ' i i in | f^< in l imes i f i ; .
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to be cut back on, financially. With any sport that
involves live animals this is even more difficult as
cutbacks in things such as food, vets bills and
equipment cannot be made, Ido hope that
things don't get so bad that people think about
giving up their bird for ayear or two until things
brighten up.

On dmore positive note however the WHC
looking rather healthy with new membei ships
being applied for and more current members
applying to become ful l members. We have
members now who are interested in manning a
s t , i n d f o i t h e W H C f o i s o m e o f t h e l e s s

That's enough from me, only to finish with my
deepest gratitude to Dave and jean for then-
unstinting hard work for the WHC. Also to the
rest of the committee for their true dedication
and commitment to the club. Ithank you all.

For those not sure what Ilook like come along
and say Hdio at one of the sfiows this yean

See ya!

Mick Corded

IS
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Mike Clowes
Our newest Vice President

Hawking Ground Quarry
Itravel at least an hour or two to fly rabbits ,my
friend gordon curry has some of the best
rabbitting land Ihave flown on. no hedges or
fences no sign of atree for miles. just plenty of
warrens nicely spaced apart for agood flight and
quite easy digging if need be.

by Neil McCann Ilive near afarm were there are plenty of hares.
Itake my brittany and look for apoint on asmall
hare, no point in flying ayoung goshawk on a
large 71b plus to get kicked off and never fly
them again! This may take me acouple of hours
finding asuitable quarry what Iam happy flying .
if Ithink the hare is too big Iwill leave it in its
seat or flush it and drop the dog!

Ihave been flying hawks for more years
t h a n I w i s h t o r e m e m b e r , I h a v e fl o w n

most types broad wings, falcons and
hawks! 1have had success with them all,
but have atrue passion for goshawks,
especially flying at ground game II

The best time of the year is getting your hawk
out of the aviary putting new equipment on it
reducing its weight and going out first light with
your ferrets or dog participating in one of the
oldest sports in the world "falconry!"

Ihave apassion for ferreting, some say it is
boring but if you get the land were the rabbits
are plentiful its easy to take up too 70 rabbits a
day with afew goshawks. You would not get
much sport if it was not for the ferrets, some
people don't like them and are very weary
about handling them! If you take your time go
slow don't snatch at them or pick them up by
the tail they make agood hawking partner!
You don't see that many rabbits sitting out in thp
day as you can bolt out with aferret (a must
underrated part of falconry is the ferret) mind
though the down side is digging them out! Ihave
dug over 6foot many atime to retrieve aferret
up astop end (or abit of pot noodle mining).
John Simcox and Gareth Thorne have spent
many ahappy hour for two shovelling sand
w i t h m e .

meetings since, at the time Mike was our Hawk
Board representative. As Iwas then Newsletter
editor, this gave me the opportunity to regularly
report both events.

Ifirst met Mike when we were both enjoying a
fortnights hawking in Wick during one of John
Buckner's many excellent annual, falconry get-
togethers. At that time. Mike was flying aRedtail
as Irecall. Sometime later we both joined up in
aparty of fellow members from the Club to
enjoy amemorable first visit to the NAFA
meeting held that year in Kearney, Nebraska.
Over the years. Mike has been aregular
contributor to the annual NAFA journal, relating
his falconry experiences both here in the UK
and Europe where he has attended many
foreign meetings.

Mike held positions on the committee, but he
really came into his own when as the new club
secretary, he guided the club though avery
difficult period when Adrian Williams was voted
fioim the Commit tee. S ince then, unt i l h is

retirement as secretary of the committee in

2007, he helped in the smooth running of the
club on astrict, professional and business like
manner These were the organising qualities,
which made him an automatic candidate as your
Hawk Board Secretary and as the Cl_A falconry
linkman, which he stil l administers. Mike has been

for many years aDOE, now DEFRA wildlife
inspector

Asuccessful lifetime employment with the
North Wales Police force, led to retirement to
Lincolnshire with his wife, Julie and then on to
France where he now lives and where he is able

to spend more leisure time indulging in his love
of falconry with his Harris hawk,

Mikes friendship, humour handwork and
c o m m i t m e n t t o t h e c l u b s t i l l c o n t i n u e a n d a r e

the qualities that have been much appreciated.

by Ian Blantem
(Felloiv Vice President)

Ihave travelled to cumbria for many seasons ,
the farmer thinks were mad to travel all that way
approx 2hrs but there are plenty to go out! We
spend aweek end there and easily catch 70
rabbits between us. It does not take long to fill
your freezers, and your friends.

Most c lub members w i l l have no ted Mike ’s

name being added to our list of Vice
P r e s i d e n t s a t t h e l a s t A G M . T h i s w a s a

worthy vote by the committee and club
members, in recognition of his hard
working contribution towards falconry
and the Club’s success over many years.

When Ijoined the Club in early 80’s, Mike was
already an established member In those days, the
club was then split between two groups, the
main'head office'group who met in South Wales
and the North Wales group who met at the
Goshawk Pub. The WHC committee comprised
m e m b e r s f r o m b o t h a r e a s s i n c e i t w o u l d b e

some while before the regional structure was
initiated. It was here that Ibegan appreciating
Mike’s organisational skills, when perfectly
presented and typed minutes were posted,
within no more than afew days following our
meetings, together with reports of Hawk Board

By the end of the season Ihave caught hares
regular over 71b. and the best with an eyas bird
is 8lb 8oz from towyn in wales with melvin
jones.

As for pheasants Ilive near ashoot and have left
agoshawk on abow perch all day then to come
home to feathers all over the garden and
pheasant remains, bird with afull crop, it does
not pay to be anosey pheasant and get too
close!!

This season Islipped the goshawk on acock
pheasant in very strong winds on carrog, north
wales on the 3day field meet. The gos chased
the pheasant out of sight. Icrossed the river, no
sign! Got the telemetry out astrong signal back
from were Icame, the receiver was picking up
the over head electric mams box.The rest of the
group carried on hawking further oven Imoved
further down stream, Ihad abetter signal up the
steep banking crossing the river again now, very
wet.Twenty minutes had now gone by, Ithought
were she had killed it and was now feeding up.

There's nothing better than anice drive late in
august when you have got your young eyas bird
in the box in the car arrive at the farm at 5pm
get your young ferrets out. abit of astruggle to
collar them for the fist time (lick the blood from
your fingers). Place the old hob in the warren a
let the two young ferrets follow him about and
wait for the rabbits bumping under ground.The
hawk may watch the first couple away, but will
soon switch on to the game ahead! Nine times
out of ten the hawk will chase the third time

may be kicked offl But she will struggle and keep
hold of ayoung three quarter grown rabbit. You
race in despatch it let her feed up! Job done! You
have got your bird going and your young ferrets
working .Its well worth the trip out .Afew
more rabbits under your belt the next step, hare
hawking!!

Pictured below: Mike in sunglasses, with fellow dub
members, Peter Blackaby, Di Kirkby and Gary
Morris at the NAFA meeting in Nebraska

Igot astronger signal near ahedge low and̂ alarge nettle patch, feathers every were no gos! I
walked further up the hedge row. no sign? Very

.bell! She

weakish signal
strong signal! Iwalked back 50 metres a
was tucked up behind a
though, (no transmitter on) Ipicked hei up full
crop very lucky!! Took her back to the car,
through the river put her back in the box. took
the hawking vest off all unwanted clothes, Iwas
soaked, took the receiver and walked back up

t r e e ,

the valley through the river

The transmitter had come off 100 yards away,
the clip had snapped off were she first took the
cock pheasant, then tost it and chased it towards
the nettle patch, dragged it in the hedge to feed
up, Icounted myself very lucky.

Many thanks to Kevin Simcox, Ray Snulh, Mick
Kane for being patient on the day as ithought I
had seen the last of her!!!

2 0 0 9 76!fiP Ai istnr i^ei



Imprint Also to Andy for some great days out in
the field with good hawks and agood crack (hope
this season to carry out the Imprint process myself
with another male to get the full experience. Ihave
also sorted somewhere out at work for the Gos
to stay with me Monday to Friday to give the
Neighbours arest from the noise as I'm sure Iwill
have some for acertain period early season. Here
is adiary entry Iwould like to share!
Saturday iITh October 2008 left the truck and
made our way to the small pond which is
surrounded by willows and oaks with agap at the
bottom of around 18 inches, as Ilooked under the
tree’s there were five mallard which on seeing me
flushed. Iposted Diego under the tree's like aletter
w h o w e n t l i k e a b u l l e t a n d w a s s o o n l o s t f r o m

sight Iran round expecting are- call and to my
elation he was on the grass forty metres from the
pond plucking his first drake mallard. Ilet him pluck
fora wh i le sw i tched and car r ied on .

Next slip at the big pond saw amixed selection of
ducks flush Diego hammered off once more and
selected another drake mallard which he came up
and under after some sixty metres with agood
bind he then tried to carry it to the far bank but
was dropping lower and lower until he finally let it
go just as it touched the water ashame but still a
top drawer flight. Next slip from apoint saw a
large cock pheasant flush, Diego bound on the rise
lost it in the air the pheasant dumped to the floor
where he hit it again but once more lost his grip,
the pheasant took flight with Diego very close as
they i-ose over aspinney and Isaid to Aidy "He's
having that" tracked him down to aditch 500

commitment were equal to his first season and he
was once again showing great sport at mainly
pheasant taking abrace on many occasions with
some astounding flights witnessed by myself Andy
and Aidy as we shared many days out together on
the syndicate, field meets, and Goshawk days at
Stonham Barns which also highlighted the
advantage of the Imprint which took every day in
its stride with different people and experiences
each time without losing total focus, the acid test
being when we entertained agroup of nine
Americans all loud and colourfully dressed the
Goshawks present were all Imprints and
performed with their usual single minded
determination without being phased whatsoever
This season was cut short unfortunately due to
Diego injuring his leg quite badly, how Idon’t know
as Inever witnessed anything which Icould
attribute the injury to, luckily he has improved and
will make afull recovery in time.

With the weather also being for the most part of
this last season terrible his attendance in the field
was much less than the previous season and his
tally reflected this taking atotal of 57 head including
34 pheasants and my first ever mallard. He once
again reached his highest weight which equalled
the previous season at Ilb 14.5oz and some of the
flights he performed were jaw dropping on
occasion with me thinking he has no chance only
to prove me wrong and baling his bird,

Iwould like to finish this article with agreat big
thank you to Aidy whom as always has been a
great friend for putting his trust in me and offering
me the opportunity to experience this cracking

An Imprint Experience
there with his foot up soaking up the late evening
sun, Isay just sat there! There was one other thing
he was doing, screaming.the noise was terrible for
about the first eight weeks he was with me he did
not stop morning noon and night the only rest
bite was after being flown and fed when he would
fortunately remain silent, it was during this period
that Iwas tested to the limit and to be honest I

very nearly threw the towel in.

With daily flying and his success increasing on
mainly Rabbit early season Inoticed achange, his
behaviour on the fist and on the lure or akil l was

improving no end and Ifelt we were getting
somewhere the noise at home and in the field was

becoming less almost with each outing his weight
had also nsen quite considerably without his lure
response which was awesome suffering.

At the start of the pheasant season he was already
fit with very good stamina and he soon started to

show that he had the potential to become avery
good pheasant hawk taking on at times very long
flights ending with kills, he did however lose many
birds on the floor early season but this did not
seem to dampen his enthusiasm for the chase, I
found the imprint ready to go straight from the
box without the settling period Ihad experienced
with parent reared Goshawks he would also
accept almost everything and everyone in the field
with little fuss he also accepted dogs of all shapes
and sizes as he was well wedded to flying
mine and Aidy's Brittany's this imprint really had
won aplace in my heart he was full of character
and seemed to give himself fully to falconry
without any seeds of fear or doubt in his mind and
was 100% committed on each and every day out
in the field.

by Steve Vaughan

Just prior to the commencement of the
07/08 season 1was kindly offered the
opportunity to fly an imprinted Eyas male
Goshawk by my good friend and long term
hawking buddy Aidy Watson.
Diego as my kids had named him was picked up
on the IITh August 2007 from Mick Kane the
same day we picked up Aidy’s parent reared male
Goshawk which was Aidy's first Gos, Diego had
been imprinted by Trevor who had just started to
fly him and had got afew kills under his belt before
returning him to Mick On arrival at home Diego
was weighed then put out to weather with abath
Iwas amazed at just how steady he was as not
two metres from him my two boys were on their
trampoline making plenty of noise, Diego just sat

o v e r

With daily flying field meets and being part of a
syndicate we had avery good first season with
only one incident which was afence strike on the
first day of the Welsh field meet at Llandegla which
Ithought at first was afatalrty as he was rigid
moving with his eyes closed, after acouple of
minutes he came round and was

n o t

very shaky but
nothing appeared broken, he was fed some fresh
warm rations and replaced in his box.That

metres away plucking avery dead cock pheasant,
today typifies why Ifly Goshawks. Ilb 12 3/4oz.
Imprints are like Marmite you either love them or
hate them, Iam definitely aconvert and can't wait
fo r nex t season to commence.

evening
he looked to be ok except for aslightly closed left
eye.The next day at Bryn-a-pys he looked good to
go and took astorming brace of Partridge ft-
points in front of the field, this he also repeated
the following day to say Iwas elated

o m

o n

w a s a n
u n d e r s t a t e m e n t .

R05£ Tel.01406364487
' i *

The first season soon drew to an end and Diego
had bagged 86 head for the season including 46
pheasant and six partndge the rest being mainly
rabbit with the odd miscellaneous ffirown
avery enjoyable season, as anote his weight had
also risen from astarting weight of Ilb 11 oz to Ilb
l4,5oz of pure muscle he really was flying and
killing as round as abarrel.

My second season commenced on the 1st
September 2008 when Diego was removed from
asecluded Aviary had his equipment changed and
was weighed! He came out at 21b 1,5oz. from the
off he was very steady with hardly abate which
coupled with the weather made for avery drawn
out weight loss penod which to be honest
shocked me somewhat as even though he
steady Ihad to reduce him to Mb Iloz again to
get any response from him at all but once this
weight was reached the old Diego returned and
was soon putting late evening Rabbits in the bag
o n c e m o r e .

The second season with Diego went pretty much
the same as the first with one exception! Iwas
now calling him to the list as well as the lure, he
took some time to get used the fist re-call as he
had NEVER in h is fi rs t season been ca l led to o r
allowed to take his meal from the fist all his food
was consumed on the ground which Ibelieve
produced amote pleasant first season biixi.

His re-call to the fist by mid-season was as good
as his lure response, his hunting drive and

in. in all

w a s s o

k

^wide range of falconry equipment at www.karenrosefalconry.com
Idlcoiiry ●!k‘cr<!(ilhi)ip ●(iiimlng Irahiiiig iljii/iwi I > ‘

981fie Austringet



#

Book Review

German Eagle
i

T .

role in the development of falconry with eagles
tha t i s the focus o f the book .

featured in the hands of "falconers" for years, it
was Loges who first enjoyed real success with
them, setting the scene for the European field
meets we know so well today.

The author has agreat flair for fully engrossing
his readers, whether describing slope-soaring
on the Shropshire Hills or fox flights in Finnish
forests, and "German Eagle" is no exception.

bv David Horobin

Having become somewhat Immersed,
over the last few years, in falconry’s
heritage, this new title by Martin
Hollinshead was one Ieagerly looked
forward to, and was not disappointed.

.. , - r v . / . X ,4 ^ The historical background is, of course, hugely
significant, and it may well be that Loges.
apassionate austringer from his earliest
association with the sport, came to handle
eagles because of the symbolism of the huge,
mighty bird that was adopted as anational
symbol.

■X

German Eagle concentrates on the falconry
career of Fritz Loges. Few British falconers may
have heard of him, yet his
i n fl u e n c e

The reade r i s soon d rawn i n t o

Loges’ successes and failures. It
would be difficult not to enjoy the
vividly described flights, to share in
his elation on taking his first fox
after several abortive attempts
and interruptions, and it would be

ahard-hearted person indeed

subsequent
European falconry has been great.
H i s c a r e e r w o u l d h a v e b e e n

remarkable in any era, but what
makes it more fascinating is that it
was played out in the dark days of
the Th i rd Re i ch .

o n

G E R M A N E A G L E
Copies Direct from the Author

£33.00 (inc p&p)Introduced by Andy Hulme
Mark has had alifelong interest in natural
history and from and early age he painted
a n d s k e t c h e d t h e w i l d l i f e t h a t h e s a w

a r o u n d h i m .

them and many are depicted with action and
m o v e m e n t

Hawk and Owl Trust advising on conservation

schemes as well as working with landowners in

creating suitable habitats.

who did not share his great
s a d n e s s‘A thoroughly informative masterpiece.’

David Fox, author of Garden of Eagles
finding

Reichsfalkenhof in ruins after the

a t t h eThe a s s o c i a t i o n s b e t w e e n

falconry and the Nazi regime are
that. understandably,

have been little d i s c u s s e d .

H o w e v e r , w e m u s t r e m e m b e r

that at the outset , when Hi t ler

came to power he seemed to
offer hope for anation ravaged by
the aftermath of war Few, if any,
knew of the horrors that would

later, and into this picture of
areviving nation steps Hermann
Goering.

For many years Mark has kept and bred awide
variety of birds including many species of birds

of prey and at one point flew them in public
demonst ra t ions. He has a lso been invo lved wi th

various bird of prey conservation projects both

at home and abroad, ranging from captive

breeding programmes to assisting with the

war and the subsequent tear-
jerking story of its sole remaining
occupant.

Mark exhibits at many county and country
shows throughout the year as well as holding an
a n n u a l O n e M a n E x h i b i t i o n . C u s t o m e r s a r e

w e l c o m e t o v i s i t h i s s t u d i o t o v i e w h i s l a t e s t

paintings and prints, although please phone first
0 1 3 7 9 6 6 8 0 7 7 w w w. m a r k c h e s t e n c o . u k .

o n e s

Awonderful addition to the austringer’s library.’
Steve Ford, The British School of Falconry’

Originally qualifying as aprofessional
photographer he worked for many years in the
photographic industry, his interest in wildlife
enabled him to use his photographic skills to

capture on film many species of birds and
animals in their natural habitat. In 1990 Mark

decided to leave photography and pursue a
ca ree r as aw i l d l i f e a r t i s t .

"German Eagle" is both alook at a
hi ther to uncharted aspect of
falconry's history, and also a
personal narrative covering one
man’s achievements in the sport.
Featuring anumber of illustrations
from the time, fascinating in their
own right, as awhole this is avery
thought provoking book. One

‘Recommended for anyone drawn by the
allure of flying eagles.’

Matthew Mullenix, author of American
Kestrels in Modern Falconry

c o m e

If intended as agift —even to yourself!
I’m happy to sign books to the person
involved. Just mention when ordering.Apassionate sportsman with a

great interest in falconry, Goering
was awilling patron of aState
Falconry Centre at atime when
falconry was at alow ebb in
Germany. This was atremendous
boost to falconry and it would be

to write off the great
that arose at the

Mark 's t ravels have taken h im f rom Afr ica to the

A r c t i c a n d f r o m A m e r i c a t o I n d i a i n s e a r c h o f

subject matter such as wolves, bears, eagles,
owls and his favourite the big cats. He likes to

study all his subjects in the wild gathering
m a t e r i a l o n t h e m a n d t h e i r e n v i r o n m e n t . T h e

final paintings are diawn from field reference
gathered on his trips

could dwell upon the darker side
of the human psyche, made
m a n i f e s t i n t h e N a z i s '

Te l M a r t i n H o l l i n s h e a d 0 1 9 0 2 5 6 1 0 7 5

Email: m.hoi 1inshead @virgin .net
http;//busincss.virgin.net/fernhill.pre.s.s/index

C r e d i t c a r d o r d e r s 0 1 7 4 8 8 3 0 11 2

w o r s t

excesses, and struggle to relate this
to the sport we all know and love.

What would we have done in
w r o n g

developments
time just because
Nazi period. After all. it was
associated with the Reichsfalkenhof who was
the first to enjoy success mcaptive breeding of

and where would we be today

those times? One might choose
beyond the sinister associations and

look instead at the

t o l o o kHollinshead covers what little work was done

with eagles at the time, from military falconry
schools which existed in the 1920s before the

they occurred during the
a f a l c o n e r amazing scale of the

Reichfalkenhol and marvel at the lavish expenseMost of Mark's new paintings are of game birds,
harof, and deei lhal are abundant close to his

home [he sutijerts are combines with local
backgrrmnd-. aiound ttie* Suffolk and Noifolk

bordfa and iiKor(>oiatc local farms, cfiurrhes
and winrimill'., Ifiese new paintings sfic.>w Itif-
■''il)jc;( Is iri llie habilal wfierc (dark lias watf hed

Nazis came to power, to their employment by
the showman "Billy jenkins"

and detail put into the endeavour.
aman of jewish

descent who came to do propaganda work
using eagles for the regime!

l-lowevei; aside from all this "German Eagle’
remains very much abook about afalconer and
his triuitiphs and experiences for his fellow
falconers to share and enjoy.

p e r e g r i n e s

without such developments?

Whilst Loges' careei' was greatly shaped by his
i n v o l v e m e n i w i t h t h e R e i c h s f a l k e n h o f , i t i s h i s

He argues the case that althcDugh eagles had

10 !lie Austnngci 2 0 0 9 I 1



afterburners catching it as it tried to put into
cover at the base of ahedge.

Itried him at "spec" on the last flight of the day
at apond surrounded by trees but ft looked
deserted as we crashed around ft .Thankfully
Tony Armstrong,'s old wire haired pointer

begged to differ and found alone Teal which was
flushed and G.R stooped as ft headed for athorn
hedge next to another pond. They both hit the
hedge together and upon parting the branches
we found him mantling over aHen Teal, the one
and only hat trick of the season.

from where aHen Mallard sprang. He clinically
cu t f t ove r and w innowed down on to f t . La te r a

point in ahedgerow next to apond prompted
asecond flight which proved to be aWoodcock
and he t ouched i t and knocked i t down bu t t he

Woodcock recovered and flew through ahedge
out across the next field bcrt G.R put on the

put Pheasant after Pheasant in the bag. Both
H a w k s w e r e a c r e d i t t o t h e i r o w n e r s w h o

informed me that they had hardly missed aday
since the beginning of the season.

Idid make another trip to Bm-a Pys aweek or
two later he did the same again after putting a
stoop in at aPartridge, this time Icaught up with
him at Ruabon on afarm house. Ihad to rethink

the problem, it was basically finding near perfect
set ups and flushing before he had time to look
around. Last year had been a"woody” year and
they seemed to have had avery good breeding

due to the mild weather with young
birds been seen in the middle of the winter

consequences been G.R killed seventeen where
as half adozen was average for most years.

With this and low wild game numbers might be
partly the reason for his self hunting at his age
"flying cunning" would seem to be easily
attained. Ponds with Ducks in residence was the
answer if Icould be sure of aflush he would
start to "look in" more. At the end of October
Ducks seemed to become more evident

past years and some of the estates we Hawked
had agood supply of Duck ponds so Iwould

try to concentrate on these as well. The first
estate Incheshire produced aMallard and a
Redleg. the Redieg flushed just as he was starting
to look around and he pounded it into the mud.
Anew estate up near Preston had been aquired
with the permission of the Keeper Geoff who
told us that most ponds held aDuck or two.

AA 1

by Lyn Palmer she could not fly as her wings where matted in
wet mud. Ifed her up and headed home as fast
a s I c o u l d a n d w a s h e d h e r d o w n a n d r e m o v e d

as much mud as possible.The next day she was
still damp from the previous day but afew days
past and she was as good as new.

The day Icaught the Woodcock was in the same
wood she had caught aRabbit the day before so
1fed her up on the Rabbit. She was in "yarak" the
next day and when Iweighed her she was Ilb
ISozsjust right

We got to the wood so Iput on her flying jesses
a n d c a s t h e r o f f i n t o a t r e e w h e r e s h e t h e n

began to follow me as she does as Ido not have
adog so Ihave to flush the game for her. She
went crashing into some ivy after aSquirrel but
missed i t t hen nex t aWoodcock flushed and she

gave chase but gave up after sixty yards so 1

c a l l e d h e r b a c k t o t h e fi s t f o r a t i t - b i t W e

carried on through the wood and Iwas just
about to call it aday when all of asudden up
flew aWoodcock from right under my feet as
the Harris was above me. She hit it just as the
Woodcock was about to fly away, it all happened
so quick the next moment there she was in the
bramble bush on top of the Woodcock with the
pair of them fighting like hell. Imanaged to get to
the Woodcock before she had started to make

in on the kill. Iput my Hawking bag over the kill
and rewarded the Harris with aleg of Rabbit she
had caught the day before then Iremoved the
Woodcock from under my Hawking bag while
she was eating her fill.

For abird of seventeen years of age and has not
broken any of her feathers yet Ireckon Iam a
lucky Austringer

The bird in question is my seventeen year
old Harris Hawk “jess” and the fast Bird is
t h e W o o d c o c k .

Over the past few years Ihave put up many
Woodcock in the woods, all you see is aflash of
abrown shape weaving and dodging through the
branches ascending into the canopy of the
w o o d .

I t h i n k a l o t o f t h e W o o d c o c k t h a t w e s e e i n
W a l e s a r e f r o m t h e c o n t i n e n t a n d l i k e t h e

Fieldfares and Redwings migrate for the food
a n d t h e m i l d e r w i n t e r s .

Ihave been flying hawks and Falcons for the last
thirty years but have never caught aWoodcock
before. Icaught aHare two years ago with the
same bird. Iwrote about an article on it in the
Austringer which was an achievement as the
Hare weighed five times the weight of the bird
but to catch aWoodcock iwas well pleased.

Last year my main quarry was the Grey Squirrel,
its great Hawking the only disadvantage is the
bird getting bitten .She did receive afew bites
mainly on the toes but Icarry abottle of Iodine
in my Hawking bag to put onto the wounds just
i n c a s e .

Ilost this Harris for two and ahalf hours one

day last year. She was following me through the
canopy of the wood when suddenly she
vanished and not asound of her bell nor a
squeal from aRabbit. Idid not know what to do,
Iwalked up and down the wood whistling and
shouting but nothing. Iwalked to the next wood
as Icould see apair of BuzzaixJs dive bombing
something but again it was not the Hams.

You get ahorrible feeling in your stomach as
what has happened to her ,is she caught up on
barbed wire, or caught mahole in atree after
chasing aSquirrel, you
.Eventually Ithought to myself when did Ilast
see her so Iwent to the part of the wood and
sat still and listened as by now Iwas out of
breath.The next thing Icould heai afaint pan of
bells near to myself and when Ilooked behind
there she was covered mmud coming out of a
Rabbit warren. She must of chased the Rabbit
d o w n t h e w a r r e n b u t c o u l d n o t t u r n a r o u n d .

s e a s o n

a s i n

o n

by Ellis Pbythian s e e m e d t o b e c o m e m o r e a n d m o r e

independent Each time Icast him off he seemed
to straight line after distant quarry as Ifound it
harder to find any wild quarry nearby and the
bad weather had destroyed all the broods of
Partridges and Pheasants wholesale. Ducks did
not seem to have done much better and ponds
that could be relied upon to produce at least
one or two held nothing. His wayward ways
persisted through most of October and one day
while on the Garlands Estate he decided to visit
the shoot across the valley. He caught aPheasant
right in front of the Keeper who duly plucked
him off It and put him under his coat Iwe had a
laugh about it but Iam glad the Keeper was
understanding and the guns were aufait with
H a w k s .

New season and my old Gyr/ Peregrine,
G.P. finished his moult and was ready to go
by the middle of September.

It was his ninth year and Iusually just had to
reduce his weight, show him the lure and he
would go up and usually put something in the
bag but not this year Ihad usually found Ducks
on one particular pond Ihad access to and afew
ripples had given the signal for aspeculative flight
to be attempted there was always at least
IDuck in residence on this pond. Ireleased G.R
and he went out and slowly came back over and
as It was first flight Idid not want to keep him
waiting too long. Ihrowing astone into the
water Ishouted and rushed in only to
Wateiben paddle off and dive!

Looking up there was no sign of the Tiercel. I
ti arked lurn for amile and found him on apyl
fie fame straight down to the lure. Abunch of
WrK)dpigeons in the near by bushes told the
sini /. hr- held seen these and had raked off after
t fi n m

These ponds proved to be my saviour Ducks
indeed to be found on the majority of thisw e r e

haven. On the first pond we tried agroup of
Geese in the next field lured him over but he

back over us and we flushed aMallardc a m e

which he whacked into ahedge through which
it escaped. G.R turned and came back to chase
three Mallards across the sky into the next pond
then he returned over for athird time and aTeal
flushed which was cut over and taken before it
made it back to the pond. He later on knocked
down aPheasant after waiting on for some time
before been served.

o n e

s e e a

Atrip to Llandegla helped to orientate him as he
did not have to fly far before he
something to kill and he caught aPheasant and
Mallard. This was on the three day meet of the
WHC of which Icould only attend two days.

r a n i n t o

Ireturned to my home patch and during the
next few weeks he orientated around me nicely
putting afew Ducks and aSnipe in the bag from

classical flights. The next trip to Preston
Haven as Icall it was in the middle of January.
G.R had finally got his act together again and I
was flying him over I
weight. The first two ponds produced aspring of
Te a l a n d a M a l l a r d w h i c h h e k n o c k e d d o w n b u t

made it back to the safety of the water still

waiting on we ran over to the second pond

o n

do not know what to do
The second day was at Brn-a-Pys when
everything went wrong again and he raked n e a r

a w a y

across the river and Ieventually caught up with
him in Johnstown perchedI,. the ncvi (mid Wri‘, asmall pond surrounded by

A/illf)vV'' '■'> I'!<■' i'')crj i(j |i thim again at spec and
alUioiigh hr ●.nnincd ovci keen he went up a

AIiuikIm'iI feet . ind aleal was flushed

me whi()(K‘i'| loiincl .ind f'ad
m / l ( f ' w w e e k ' , h e

ahigh building
across the Mere at the back of asupermarket .I
swung the lure and he came back instantly! If I
pulled any more hair out Iwould soon be bald!

o n
:ozs above his flying

' o u p l e

. i n i I h > ' u l Ihe highlight of the particular day was watching
the Cioshawks ofTrevoi Webster and Gavin lee

I .

m ,̂4fi e . ' . J C ‘ I I '■ f
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T>ie dogs work this plantation which is situated
on the brow of ahill when aHare flushes with

Aidies Female is on its case and is unlucky not to

put him in the bag after the classic side step.
Kipper picks up scent further down the
plantation were he works aline of bramble and
comes on point ,he flushes aRabbit and the
Male has afine flight but the Rabbit makes it to
the hedge.

We walk up the other side and return to the
farm yard for abite to eat and awell earned hot
drink After ashort break we walk over to big
wood where we intend to spend the rest of the
a f t e r n o o n .

Pheasant broke ahead of Adie and his Female

followed the bird across the field over the hedge
across the next field to the adjacent wood
where the Cock bird was seeking refuge, afew
minutes later Adie phoned us to say she had
caught the bird,

\ . ' V

. ' s ; '
-fi i .We carried on down the cover strip when a

brace of Redlegs flushed and the Male' took
them on putting them into an adjacent strip of
cover and he threw up into atree. The
Partridges were marked down so Ileft him in
the tree and walked up the cover strip when
suddenly the brace broke cover and the Gos left
the tree just at that moment aHen pheasant
flushed and rose right in front of him which he
grabbed but let go before they hit the ground.
Adie had not returned after Ihad retrieved
Male so Itook the next slip which was acock
bird which flushed from another game
strip up over ahedge out across apaddock to a
wood .When Iarrived the Gos had him marked
down and when reflushed he was taken after a
short flight. Irejoined the group to see the
Brittanies work athick hedgerow out where a
Cock bird was flushed and Adies Gos flew It
along arow of trees.

The dogs started to work the bracken and it
not long before the dogs came on point and

flushed acock bird which is quickly bound to.
Both birds hit the ground but the Pheasant
manages to break free from the Female and
both take flight and fly out of the wood with
Aide in hot pursuit. Kipper soon finds aRabbit
and the Male Gos has aterrific flight down

through the wood but the Rabbit found the
sanctuary of its warren. Both Adie and Ihad
several flights at Pheasants in the wood with t̂ ''̂
both of us running around chasing the
Goshawks but neither bird successfully putting
one of these Pheasants in the bag.

w a s

m y

c o v e r

We walked over along astretch of water
towards another game cover strip which runs
next to asmall wood as we make our way there

of the dogs flushes asingle Redleg from the

At the bottom of the wood along plantation
leads off it so we all start to make our way down

when all of aand the dogs work the plantation
sudden aCock Bird burst from the cover ando n e

edge of the stretch of water and Arthur the
male is mhot pursuit flying this partridge
half amile and he had to be coaxed back from

1 .Adies Female left the fist and powered after the
fleeing Pheasant out across the field and both
headed towards the big wood. Alittle time later
the mobile rang and Adie announced that She
had caught the Cock bird and he was feeding up.

o v e r
r ^ r _ *
1*1

over the river.
f «■

Adies Female flies acouple birds while Iretrieve
the Male and by the time Icatch up with the lads

slip again. Kipper comes on point and

by Andrew Hulme , » ● ■driven in and he wished us luck. Adie took first
slip as we walked down the first field aHen
Pheasant broke and the Gos was in pursuit flying
It back to awood. My Gos pulled aWoodcock
which the dogs flushed from the hedge then
worked along Adies Brittany came on point and
she flushed aCock bird which the Female took
on and hard pressed the Cock bird all the
to big wood.

.*1

The last day of the season dawned upon
u s w i t h a fi e l d

We headed back to the farm taking ma
hedgerow for hopefully afinal flight with the
Male and we were not disappointed with Arthur
flying aCock Pheasant up hill to asmall wood
where Ifound him perched in atree
came the Pheasant he had caught earlier in the
day and he was allowed agood feed to finish a
Red Letter day.

It IS my

follows the sent up aditch to the edge of little
wood where he flushes aCock Pheasant which
the Goshawk gets his feet to then he follows it

meeting arranged at the
Boxted estate in Essex.This day had been
arranged by Dave Martin for asmall

K -

■jr- . -
a s

g r o u p
of Goshawks to hopefully finish the
season on agood note.

the field to the small wood we had just
from. When Iarrive he has wet tips to his

a c r o s s

c o m e

primaries and tail so he has had the Cock bird
the floor but has lost him.

s o o u t

w a y

Ihe five of us met up at 10am with the group
fonsisling of Dave and Neil spectating, Steve
Vaughan working his Brittany Kipper and Adie
Walson with his eyas female Gos and myself
//nil my intermewed Club bred Male Gos
A i i I k i i

o n

After the Gos was retrieved we made our way
to agamecover strip of maize and sorghum and
very quickly two Hen birds broke cover and
headed for the hedge across the field with
Arthur the Male Gos hot on their heels

We make our way around to the top of little
wood then make our way through when aCock
Bud flushes and Aidies Goshawk is hot on its
heels weaving fiei way through the branches but
this Cock bird stands on his tail and heads for

the canopy and out and away he goes. We cross
the road and make oui way to aplantation after
the Male pulls anolliei Woodcock.

Abig thank you to Dave Martin for organising
the day. Alex the Gamekeeper for providing
these top quality Game birds for us to test our
Accipiter Gcntilis .Last but know means least a

special thank you to Josh Bates for his continues
support of the Essex region allowing us access
to this great estate.

following the Hen he had picked out into
Ipicked him up and headed back to pin the
group. As we made our way down acock

c o v e r .

■j.irliy Sieve //as noi flying as he had to lay his
<josl iawf j(‘ II' (Mil/ LinufU /due loo aleg injury
Wf' iiad mei in'll' thf' .fKjoi fjwnei as we ftad

. n ) 0 9 1 514 1ile AuMi If lijt-'i
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''My Imprint Goshawkc )

The diet for Gizmo changed as he grew from
the quail meat with no casting material very
finely minced to awhole skinned quail that
Gizmo could pull his own bite size morsels from.
Iused to wa tch f o r hou rs and cou ld no t be l i eve

the swiftness with which he had grown before
my eyes, he exercised his wings on adaily basis
and loved to play with anything and everything
that was introduced to him, astick became an

item on which to practice hunting skills; he
would jump onto the stick as if it were his prey
clasping it in his talons again and again until he
became tired and went to his nest to sleep.

extended its use casting Gizmo into the trees at
the base of the garden and calling him to it with
awhistle and swinging it slowly forward to the
ground and his reaction was instant like a
bomber he would swoop down onto the lure
and his prey (reward); and the speed at which he
did so took my breath away! Now it was just a
matter of extending the distance gradually
building my confidence in him and his in me
calling him by swinging the lure and whistling,
practice made perfect! Like the way in which he
flew! Fast and agile.

There was only one small hiccup; which we have
now overcome, as we cut his weight down he
became very protective of the lure to the extent
that if you made in on him while eating he would
let go of the lure and fly up at me. Ithought it
only amatter of time before he nailed
Sheila so we introduced Gizmo to the fist as well

the lure this seems to work better for us. As
Iintended to enter Gizmo on fur Ihad been
giving him gutted rabbits from an
that when we hid adead rabbit in long grass and
pulled it on the creance line there
hesitation in Gizmo, he left the fist
Sheila pulled the line and caught it Afew days
later it was time to enter gizmo he weighed in at
l-l loz so off we set to the hunting ground
which we knew held alarge population
rabb i t s .

On entering the field and walking around for a
while we spotted arabbit hidden (so rt thought)

long grass; as we approached it got up and
as soon as he saw it Gizmo left the fist and hit the
startled rabbit on it's back end ,but he could
hold on, and was left on the ground with
rabbit fur in his talons; agood try but unlucky.
As we carried on another rabbit got up in front
of us Gizmo gave chase but it made
safety of adry stone wall. Icalled him back to the
fist and off we set again confident that he would
catch sometime today and the next chance
had arabbit got up from under my feet Gizmo
set off after it and as he went mfor the kill the
rabbit changed direction at the last
Gizmo landed on the Hoor took straight off and
hit the i-abbit right on it's head perfectly this
there was no way he was going to let go. Imade
in on him and dispatched the rabbit and let him
have afull crop. Sheila and Iwatched him tuck
into his well earned meal, sat next to him on the
glass we could only hope the rest of the season
would can yon getting bette- and better

by Tony Allen
Little did we know what we were letting
ourselves in for; when in all our excitement

on asunny day in June we collected an
imprint goshawk from M&j Raptors.

Mick Kane was in the grounds waiting as we
arrived and had told us that we had achoice of

three young birds to choose from, one was ten
days old and the other two were fourteen days
old. one of which became Gizmo the efficient
hunter of today.

This ball of white fluff with big feet became the
centre of attention at home taking up all our
energy and time, watching him wake to engulf
the bowl of food we had laid out for him with
eagerness ,seeing the changes in his appearance

adaily basis as quills sprouted and patches
of feather replaced down. The Perspex rearing
area for Gizmo took up aspace 4foot by 4foot

our living room. Inside we had placed a
suitably sized plant water holder which was lined
with branches of Leylandi and became his nest
which we placed by the patio doors. Gizmo
became very aware of his surroundings; as he
grew curiosity and wing exercises led him to an
ideal first perch, the top of his Perspex wall, then
escape and the fu l l room to d iscover and
exercise in. Ifound him on the television, the

grandmother clock, the sofa and the highest
point in the room the pelmet.

T H E L I V I N G
^HERITAGE SERIES

As you can imagine all this activity took its toll on
our living room which before being cleaned
looked like abombsite! My partner Sheila was
forever getting rid of the dust, quills and cleaning
the nest area in fact she says "Never Again" to
raising an Imprint Goshawk, yet looks back on
the photos and remarks at how cute he looked!

We took it in turns when the weather permitted
to sit outside with Gizmo so that he would have

the healthy benefit of fresh air and sunshine.
When the day came that we could put his
furniture on we took him for walks, included him

in family barbecues and car rides to make him
truly bombproof and an extremely confident
bird. Now it was time for training in the full
sense of the word of course Gizmo was used to

the Lure it was his best friend, the place were he
had his feeds throughout the day. so we

T H A M E C O U N T R Y F A I R
Easter Saturday, Sunday &Monday, ApriMIth, 12th &13th

Thame Showground, Kingsey Road, Thame, Oxon, A4129 Thame,
Princess Risborough Road 0X9 3JL

T H E M O N M O U T H C O U N T R Y F A I R
Saturday &Sunday April 18th &19th

The New Monmouth Showground, Wyesham Farm, Redbrook Road,
Monmouth NP25 3LX Directly off the A466, Monmouth ●Chepstow Road

HAMPSHIRE COUNTRY FAIR
May Bank Holiday Sunday &Monday, May 3rd &4th

Broadlands Romsey, Hants. S051 9ZD, Junction 28. Junction 3, M27
BURGHLEY GAME COUNTRY &.ANGLING FAIR

Late May Bank Holiday-
Saturday, Sunday &Monday May 23rd, 24th &25th

Burghley House, Stamford, Lines PE9 3YG
THE MOLDS GAME &COUNTRN FAIR

Saturday 4Sunday August 1st 42nd ●Sledmere HouseNr Driffield, East Yorkshire Y025 3XG,
WILTSHIRE GAME &COUNTRY FAIR

Saturday 4Sunday, August 8th 49th
Bowood, Caine, Wilts, SN11 OLZ

TEST \ALLEY GAME COUNTRY &
ANGLING FAIR

Saturday 4Sunday August 22nd 423rd
Broadlands, Romsey, Hants. S0519ZD, Junction 24Junction 3, M27

TATTON PARK COUNTRY FAIR
August Bank Holiday,

Saturday, Sunday 4Monday August 29th, 30th 431st
Tatton Park, Knutsford WA16 6QN

SANDRINGHAM GAME &COUNTRY FAIR
Saturday 4Sunday, September 12th 413th

Sandringham Signed off the A149 Kings Lynn, Hunstanton Road
A148 Kings Lynn-Fakenham Rd. PE35 6EN

SOU TH MESTERN GAME &COUNTR\ FAIR
Saturday 4Sunday, September 26th 427th
Powderham Castle, Exeter,Devon EX6 8JL

K N E B W O R T H G A M E & C O U N T R A F A I R
Saturday 4Sunday, October 3rd 44th

Knebworth House 4Gardens Directly off Junction 7-A1(M)
Stevenage SG3 6PY

C H E S H I R E G A M E & C O U N T R A F A I R
Saturday 4Sunday, October 10th 411th

Cheshire Showground, Tabley, Knutsford, Cheshire WA16 OHJ

The Falconry Village is now in its third year^ steadily growing
year on year The aim of the Falconry Village is two fold:
1. To provide the falconer aforum and meeting place to

discuss all aspects of falconry including health, welfare
and legal issues.

2. To provide spectacular static and flying displays for the
show visitor and to interest them, perhaps entice them
into taking up falconry.

● T h e F a l c o n e r s
The original gang of four Chris Neal, John Akerman, Chris Miller and Andy Cook
has gradually increased to six with Paul Fox and Jon Hall joining the team alongwith Chrissies Owls giving an insight into the conservation of owls.

●Arena Demonstrations
The Village has its own flying arena for smaller demonstration talks, large
displays such as the five hawk display or hunting with gundogs and ferrets is
undertaken in the main arena.

●T h e F o r u m
Includes aseries of talks, question and answer sessions covering abroad
spectrum of conservation, welfare and legal issues.

* T u i t i o n
For youngsters is are-occurring themcat Uring Heritage and falconry is noexception Lantra have put together afree 20 minute lesson to show visitors
that will culminate in flying ahawk or owl.

m e o r

o n

a s

early age soi n

w a s n o

as soon as

o f

i n r a n ,

n o t

]USt

r ●Lantra Awat ds
Tliemselvcs or aLantra assessor will be present to discuss and promote
their iiitroduction to Falconry Award, an award backed by the Hawk Board.I t t o t h e U n t r a

A w a r d t

The Hawk Board
Thp H-iwk Board are intending to have apresence at most of our .shows

/lyiWj to support falconers on welfare and legal issues. Afull list to beannounced on our website when available.
w e

●Local Clubs . . . . u
The number of local clubs taking part in the village is growing, including the
Welsh Hawking Club, again adetaUed list will be available on our website.

●Trade Stands . . ^
There is always anumber of selected trade stands in the village.

We hope to see you at one of our events over the coming year'

m o m e n t ,

t i m e

Tel: (01283) 820 548 ●Fax: (01283) 821 200
www.livingheritagecountryshows.co.uk email: info@livingheritage.fsnet.co.uk
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Fieldmeeting 2008
2008 Welsh Hawkmg Club Field
Meet Llangolleti Harris Hawk Group

RAY HOOPER (FL)
T E R R Y P E P L O W

M A R K H E R B E R T

F R A N K W H I T L E Y

P E T E D A W S O N

S T U A R T B Y E R S

Goshawk Group C
TREVOR WEBSTER (FL)
G A V I N L E E

C L I N T W I L K S

NIGEL HAWKINS

L E E R U S H

The 3day field meet was again held at the
Chain Bridge Hotel in Llangollen North
Wa l e s .

The weather forecast was not up to much .the
only day that let us down was Wednesday
w i n d a n d r a i n a b i t o f a w a s h o u t s o m e

members did not bother to fly.

As you can see from the list of members
attending more members are flying goshawks
this season, Ihad asked dave rhodes for the use
of the moor for the falcons, were there are

plenty of pheasants and black cock too. but we
only had 2falcons on the day Next season the
falcons will hopefully fly the moor and on the
top of carrog?

Again Pay Hoopers Harris Hawk Group taking
plenty of game, the keeper on carrog
surprised by the amount of game they took in
the first couple of hours there! He said ‘thank
f**k there not in this country he would rather
have agoshawk in his wood than aharris!

Many members will be pleased to see the venue
has changed this coming season to the Bryn
Howel Hotel just afew miles down the road, a
large car park, huge weathering grounds with
rabbits and pheasants grazing on the lawns and
alift to the rooms so no climbing the stair after
afew to many drinks.

This meeting was covered by Seth from the
International Falconers Magazine. He went out
each day with agroup and took some fantastic
photos, hopefully Seth will attend the next
meeting in 2009,

W e d Hope
I P h e a s a n t I D u c k

Bryn-A-Pys 4Pheasants
Foe las

W e d Llandegla
7 P h e a s a n t s

Bryn-A-Pys
8 P h e a s a n t s

Carrog
6 P h e a s a n t s

I R a b b i t T h u r
T h u r

5 P h e a s a n t sFri
IPartridge

Fri

Goshawk Group DI R a b b i t

CHRIS FREARSON (FL)
P A U L W O R B Y

D AV I D F I E L D E R

D A V I D S I N C L A I R

Falcon Group
ELLIS PHYTHIAN (FL)
M I K E C O U P E

A N T H O N Y A D A M S Bryn-A-Pys IPheasant
Carrog
Llandegla 5Pheasants

W e d

T h u r
w a s

5 P h e a s a n t sW e d Llandegla
Llandegla
Bryn-A-Pys

1 P h e a s a n t

I D u c k

IPartridge

FriT h u r

Fri

Goshawk Group E
Goshawk Group A
MICK KANE (FL)
RAY SMITH

KEVIN SIMCOX

CHRIS ULEN5 (Redtail)
NEIL McCann

MICHEALTAYLOR (FL)
I A N B E L L

M A R T Y N F U R B E R

K E N N Y S M I T H

H A R R Y G I L B E R T

C L A R E G I L B E R T

W e d Foelas

2 P h e a s a n t s I H a r e

Carrog
6Pheasants

Llandegla
5 P h e a s a n t s i D u c k

2Rabbi ts

7 P h e a s a n t sLlandeglaW e d

2 P h e a s a n t sT h u r FoelasT h u r

F r i Bryn-A-Pys
5Pheasants IPartridgeFri

the Harris
. T r e v o r

As you can see from the venues
Hawk Group taking plenty of game
Webster and Gavin Lee flying an eyas imprint
female goshawks have had some excellent flights
although they got off to aslow start, both taking

Total Game Caught
P H E A S A N T S

Goshawk Group B
ANDY HULME (FL)
STEVE LAMBERT

STEVE VAUGHAN
ADRIAN WATSON

STUART BAILEY

PAUL HARMAN

8 0

over 80 head of pheasant in there first season,
i n a f r e a k

RABBITS 4

unfortunately Trevor's bird dying
accident, as he put her up for the moult. 3D U C K S

Again the field meet went with no great mishaps
all members going home with there birds and
dogs and very few complaints hopefully the
meetings can only get better as the years roll by

Cheers, Neil

3P A R T R I D G E

BROWN HARE
W e d Bryn-A-f^s 3Pheasants

Llandegla
Carrog

T h u r 2 P h e a s a n t s

5 P h e a s a n t sFri 91T O T A L O V E R A L L
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With Sir Peregrine Peckwith-Pascoe
by Kevin Mosedale With various residences both, here and in the

colonies he was availing himself of an invitation
to the es ta te o f t he Haverman-Mar ts .

W e m e e t S i r P P P o v e r b r e a k f a s t a n d h e

immediately put us at ease by informing us that
we could refer to him as Sir it appeared that he
hadn’t troubled the grouse to much, informing
us that Muir had been very unlucky on acouple
of occasions. Allegedly, the dog had spoilt a
couple of slips and at times, the wind got up to
afearsome level.Yea right He told us that he had
seen afew hare and that the grouse were most
certainty there. All seemed positive to us. and
with six days hawking ahead we were looking
forward to getting started.

The Austringer party consisted of Andy
Stockwell with his female Goshawk, Dave Scott
with his female Harris and me with my male
Redtail. Aussie Pete and Ben Gill were also part
of the hawking group. They would take their turns
to fly our birds and work the dogs.The plan was
to hawk the hare in the morning, and then with
Scotty’s two pere-sakers, heshe. sweetpea, and
Sir Peregrine’s tiercel Muir we would hopefully
trouble the grouse in the afternoon.

The weather was good, aslight wind but Iput
that down to the breakfast.

Now, as with the year before it took the birds
time to adjust. Firstly, to hunting earlier in the day,
and secondly, taking on adifferent and much
larger quarry.They all had slips which they took
on but as they closed in on the hare they raked
off. For all of us it was the hawk's first outing of
the season so we knew that they would
good. The dogs and Aussie Pete were working
well and finding plenty of hare and the
occasional grouse. Scotty was making amental
note of where the grouse were going for later in
the day when we would bring out the falcons.

That first afternoon we meet up with Sir PPP
and Muir We set off in search of grouse.

Apoint and Muir is unhooded. Sir PPP asked us
to back off atouch as Muir was only used to
hearing Eaton and Harrow accents. Arouse and
off he went soaring to at least eight feet until he
found arock to perch on.This was of course just
lemporary as off he 'went again. Not exactly
gaming agreat pitch, but none the less above
head height, just

Aussie Pete was sent in to flush and. and oh dear
w o u l d / o u b e l i e v e i t . a h a r e

Now Iam not saying that the presence of us
peasants was the reason that Muir was having an
off day, but Sir Peregrine was not ahappy knight.
He cast alook that only nobility can, it served
only to remind us of our decidedly dubious
parentage.

Still never mind there is always tomorrow.

Our hawking days followed the usual format,
Austringers in the morning and Falconers in the
afternoon. The Austringers hawks soon
into form with them all taking hare on the
second day. At the end of the week, the tally
Goshawk 9hare. Redtail 7hare and Irabbit,
H a r r i s 3 h a r e .

The Dave Scott's Falcons took 3grouse with
Muir sadly none. Although as he became used to
the serfs around him he did perform better
the week went on. We had some great slips, and
the dogs and Aussie Pete worked their pads off
Anyone who has been on the moors in the
highlands will know just how tiring it is walking
over the heather and it must be an English thing
but It really is funny watching people running
after their birds and falling oven We all took
turn of falling over and laughing at each other’s
misfortune. At least it was always asoft landing.
Later in the week. Lord and Lady Haverman-
Mart joined us. They let us call them Nick and
Lynne, The hospitality afforded us was excellent
and Ihave to say we ate like lords. Some
obviously more used to it than others.

Now it has to be said. Sir Peregrine
excellent chef didnt do washing up though.
With Scotty and Andy out stalking and Aussie
Pete, carrying it home (I knew he
useful) venison was on the menu. With acouple
of aged malts to wash it down
interesting conversation, the
delight. We certainly slept well. That was due to
the mountain air I'm sure, not the alcohol.

It is abright October day, aFriday and
m i d - a f t e r n o o n i n t h e S o u t h - W e s t , t o b e

more precise, just afew miles outside of
Exeter.The vehicles are loaded with al l the

paraphernalia required of ahawking trip
n o r t h o f t h e b o r d e r .

The birds consist of afemale goshawk amale
Redtail, female Harris and two Pere-sakers.Two
dogs, aBrittany and aVizsia. In addition, we took
acouple of ferrets just in case we cannot get
onto the grouse moon Oh. and an Australian
chap called Pete, Might come in handy.

Ajourney of exactly 600 miles lay ahead.Tom¬
Tom told us that we would not arrive until four

the morning. We knew we could beat that. So.
off we set Within an hour regional chairman.
Andy Stockwell needed to feed his worm.
At Bristol, we made our first stop, consumed a

KFC, and topped up the caffeine levels. With
vehicles and occupants now fuelled up. we
would make abig dent in the remaining mileage.

c a m e

■ ' ●

w a s

i n

a s

Well to be honest there is not much you can
really say about the rest of the journey. It was
dark and quite boring. So boring in fact that we

started playing text ‘I spy’ between the

o u r

e v e n

vehicles.

Acouple of relief stops and the taking on of more
coffee and we had arrived at Lord Haverman-

Scotlibh estate, It was around 0200 onM a r t s

Saturday morning, beating Tom-Tom by acouple
Speed limits! What are they then? w a s a n

o f h o u r s . c o m e

Having unloaded and checked all the livestock,
we quietly, so as not to wake hts Sir-ship, made a

of tea and hit the sack for afew hours’ k.p.
w o u l d b e

c u p

Sir Peregrine

peregrine
w e e k o r s o .

Alittle background
Pascoe, or Tony to
understood why posh people have acomrnon
name they like to be referred to. Maybe they feel
It makes them more acceptable to us common

Peckwith-Pascoe. with his tiercel
the estate for a

a n d s o m e

evenings were aMull, had been on

Sir Peregrine Peckwith-
his friends. Ihave never

o n

Unfortunately, ail good things must end and
week was up. Sir Peregrine, after acouple of
whiskies, even lets

o u r

us call him Tony, We had all
had an excellent time. The weather had been
kind, allowing us on to the moor everyday. Alt
the livestock were fit and well. Atruly great start
and to the season.

folk.

Anyway, agentlcmari in his yc.)uthful middle age.
Hsuccessful semwetired enliepreneui, public
school edutaled and aman who socialises with
the high -ind mighty on various ronlinents 5tiU
capable, apparently, of getting Ins Ijalkjon up.

It only leaves me to pass on our considerable
thanks to Nick and Lynne for what was for all of
us ab r i l l i an t week .

2 0 0 9 2 322 I'he Austringer



" îettranics kTbfor when reliabil ity matters

Our equipment is the choice of the professional falconer, being used
by most of the ieading zoo's, bird clearance companies and public
display teamsintheUK,

Most important of aii, our customer service doesn't end with the saie,

Kingscott Transit Boxes
The hare accelerated up hill running at full pelt
the eagle caught up and gave chase rt was a
good flight didn't result in akill but avery good
flight

After picking the eagle up we carried on to a
small wooded valley staying at the top of the
ridge. We watched agood flight on aRoe deer
which managed to escape by jumping a8ft deer
fence speaking to zdenyek the eagles have been
known to wail for the deer to jump this fence
then take them mid jumpi! By then the NBC
guys had turned up so we meet them at the
bottom of this valley knowing that at least 2deer
doubled back in, so we lined out and pushed the
ground up again kicking out 2deer and Ihare
the last deer was taken by one of the eagles
allowing us to get some nice photos on the kill.

We finished up and headed back to the cars
where we purchased one of the deer for dinner
That night we headed back to the cabin to get
changed then out to alocal shooting range for
some target practice which is always fun. After
this we headed back for ameal of fresh

we caught earlier then down the pub for
d r i n k s .

The next day we headed out to meet up with
the hunting group onto anew piece of land, a
great piece with good woodland and some great
valleys it showed all the promise of being agreat
piece of land- We started working avalley
through pushing the scrub land up flushing 3
deer none catchable though, even so agood
flight was seen on hare moving through wood
land. We stopped for lunch, lit acampfire and
cooked klobasa sausage.

As we left we pushed up acopse where we
flushed 2more deer onto the meadowland this
proved to be agood flight in the open, that we

Travel Boxes for
Birds of Prey, Dogs and

F e r r e t s
Manufactured from Polypropylene

Full Length Stainless Steel Piano Hinges
Double welded for strength

0urTRX-3S Receiver just got smaller
Now available on the Lazer telescopic

antenna with folding pistol grip
Existing TRX customers can easily

upgrade to the Laser by simply
transferring their receiver.

It takes less than
Ifive m inu tes .

. C i S H U

C o n t a c t : D u n c a n
Te l : 0 7 7 6 5 6 3 4 7 1 4

all watched. Then we moved on crossing the
fields and finding out the electric fences in Czech
are much stronger than back home!!

As we walked back down we worked anice

valley which proved to give the best flight of the
week with the deer running up and down the
edge of the valley and trying to make abreak
across amarsh land. It was anice big buck, one
of the biggest Ihave ever seen, of course the fact
it was agreat flight made it all the better Then it
was back to the village to eat another deer we
had caught, this time as agoulash, it was great to
taste the local food and the fruits of our labour.

Telephone: 01422 376127
email: info@falcontyelectronics.co.uk — .

SHOP ON LINE Î omeoft/k d+l)
A N Y T I M E

D u n c a n @ K T B . E U . C O M
W W W . K T B . E U . C O M

by Craig Mailey SterCiry nransmitter
To find out much more about our products and services

log onto -www.falconryelectronics.co.uk

v e n i s o n

K T B
m o r e

Travelling out was not good for me.
coming off 9nights of work and onto a
plane within 3hours was not the best of
m o v e s .

We travelled out with our tour guide and host
Mick Young after acouple of hours on acramped
Ryanair flight to Altenburg Germany picking up
our rental car which this year turned out to be
much better than the last with plenty of room for
our /unk we arrived in Czech by 4and Ifor one

ready to turn in after aquick meal in the
town and abeer with Zdenyek who’s eagle we
would be watching hunt for the most of the
week. Iturned in and Matt and Mick had acouple
of beers and were not far behind me. We were

about ten ish and in to the mam town near¬
by of Cheb for breakfast of Chinese!
In the afternoon we went out with Zdenyek and
Irenko and had agood flight off arailway bridge
unfortunately Zdenyek was on the wrong side
of the river which entailed me and Matt running
up to arather worked up 6kilogram eagle. We
got there in time to hold the deer down in till
Zdenyek could come and dispatch it.Then it was
back to the town for dinner and beer before the
fiexl day wlien there was afield meet planned
for the next 3days. We were also meeting up
with agroup of NBC pest controllers who were
out for acorporate weekend. They were ll/ing in
around lunch time so we meet up with /denyek
and ?Czech guys who had come in early foi
t t i e m e e t .

Wo set oui in the morning on to /denyeks land
where Matt spotted awell lurked up hare that
was pushed out onto afield of wintei wtieal.

The next day the NBC guys were heading out
home. We had acouple of extra days that

going to take easy for the field meet
at an end but one of the guys was staying around
for another couple of days so we managed
have agood couple of days hunting and j
nice bit of relax time. All in all (could

w e

Rob Cole and Carl Payne
Breeders of fine Raptors

G r e a t W e s t e r n E x o t i c Ve t s

Exotic pets need exotic vets

w e r e w a s

t o

j u s t a

m o s t

recommend the trip to see aform of falcon
not practiced in this country and to meet
bunch of people.

w a s

Do not comprise on the treatment
of quality birds

M e r l i n s

H o b b i e s

Welsh Peregrines
Western Red Footed Falcons

Scottish Peregrines
Sparrowhawks

Redta i led Buzzards
Harr is Hawks

f y
a g r e a t

ASpecialist Bird Veterinary Service 24/7
Staffed by 1Specialist &

2Certificate Holders

u p 5 y

Neil AForbes DipECAMS FRCVS
RCVS and European College

Recognised Specialist in
Avian Medicine and Surgery

Marie Kubiak MRCVS
Miiih Huynh MRCVS

Rob 01443-821320
Carl 07967-672262

Full specialized diagnostic,
surgical and hospitalization facilities robcole66@yahoo.co.Lik

Top quality youngsters
fed on top quality food

h t t p : / / w w v v. a w r e f e i Ta l s . c o n i
Te l . 0 1 7 9 3 6 0 3 8 0 0

exot ics@gwreferra ls.co.uk
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bv David Horobm quite something to behold -it is, obviously, vital to
get in fast to dispatch the deer The day ended
traditionally wftfi the laying out of the deer in an
area of pine boughs and respects paid to the
quarry on the hunting horns.

Sunday being anon-hawking day we visited a
museum at Sl Pollen, the capital of Lower Austria,
with Dr Ferdinand Rosenburg, akindly gentleman
who somehow got lumbered with chauffeuring
three Englishmen for the meet, and Dr Sign'd
Schwenk. an expert on the history of hunting. This
was atremendous place, devoted to wildlife and
had apermanent hunting exhibition. Sadly there
was nothing of direct relevance to falconry in the
collection, but atremendous array of art and
artefacts in the hunting gallery 'A'as complemented
by live fish, snakes and some phenomenal set-
pieces of taxidermy to reflect the former and
current wildlife of the area. Everything from two
stags shown fighting with interlocked antlers,
through wildfowl and birds of prey, to are¬
constructed woolly mammoth was represented -
afar cry from museums in PC. Britain!

Monday saw us assemble at the Castle, and it was
then Irealised what aspectacular venue for the
Meet it was. Though we had popped in briefly on
the Sunday morning, we had abit more of alook
around before the horns called the assembly
together eagles, goshawks (plus one Harris') and
longwings. The cloistered courtyard made adream
of aweathering area, and the display ground used
in the summer months was surrounded on three
sides by castle, and on the other by sky, overlooking
the cliff edge. It is here that Josef's team holds
displays which feature not only raptors, but also
horses and the spectacular historic falconers’
costumes seen at the first Festival of Falconry, After
the assembly we moved off with amixed eagle and
shortwing group for an area of vineyards
surrounded by vast open fields where we were to
see hares in abundance.

Walking up hares in ahuge line, we enjoyed many
great flights and though, sadly the two goshawks
near me did not take any quairy some of the
eagles were successful. If the roe deer is atest of
the eagle's strength, then the hare is certainly atest
of her agility. The difference in style of younger and
more experienced eagles was quite appai-ent, with
the older birds very proficient at taking hares which
can make the best eagles seem clumsy at times.
We turned the line around almost on the Czech
border Not that long ago this had been the frontier
between Western and Soviet Europe and, until
frighteningly recently (Jim mentioned reassuringly!)
What were now vineyards had once been fields
beanng"grapes of wrath" landmines! Fortunately
the only explosions we witnessed that afternoon

of hares from their seats, one of which,
seemingly as big as afox, was taken by Monika’s
eagle in fine style. We letumed home via awine
cellar owned by the landowner where wine and
snacks, plus awelcome heat-lamp, were laid on!
On the final day before the foimal assembly at the
Ostle, Christian l-labich kindly showed us around
the falconi'y museum which contains some stunning
exhibits and laxideney falrons on regal screen
pen;fies and nrhly detoi'ated hoods, bags and lures

f r o m f o r m e r t i m e s a n d e v e n o u r o w n B r i t i s h

falconry history represented. Jim, Alan and Ithen
accompanied the longwings, plus Christian with his
first year tiercel gos and one of Josefs team, Katrina,
flying afemale Harris' who had the monopoly on any
hares that were found. The longwings were hybrids
with the exception of awhite gyr flown by Czech
falconer Dr Jiri Vesely and aperegrine falcon and
tiercel flown by his fellow countryman, Tbm^
Leskcwjan, the tiercel having put in atremendous
flight the previous day we had heard. TomaS could
certainly be described as avery committed falconer:
At school, when Russian was acompulsory second
language, he additionally taught himself English so
that he could read Jack Mavrogordatos"A Hawk for
the Bush!"

Amighty fortress towered over the village,
its massive stone walls appearing to rise out
of the ancient, gnarled rock, clad in dense
forest, upon which it is perched.
Within the walls stood acourtyard surrounded on
three sides by an arched walkway that centuries
ago, echoed to the silvery sound of hawks’ bells and
brass blasts of hunting horns. As if in adream, these
sounds grew louder in my head, but this was no
reverie:The horns announced the start of the day’s
hunting at the 2008 Rosenburg Christmas Meet
This is aprivate falconry meet organised on an
invitation only basis by widely respected eagle
expert Josef Hiebeler Josef is also known for
running what are perhaps the most spectacularly
situated falconry centres in the world, one high in
the mountains near at Hohenwerfen Castie. where
the movie "Where Eagles Dare" was filmed, and
here at Rosenburg Castle. Having assisted with
obtaining matenal for the falconry museum Josef
has opened at Rosenburg, Iwas honoured and
delighted to receive an invitation.
After aridiculously early start on Friday 5th
December and along stopover between flints. I
aiTived into 'Vienna and was relieved to see a
gentleman holding aboard with apicture of falcons

love the internationally recognised symbol
for "you can relax now"! This was Erich, Josef’s
brother in law, who wasted no time in whisking me
to the guesthouse mRosenburg where Imet up
with Jim Chick aregular attendee, and was
introduced to Josef, his wife Monika and daughter
Doris. Later Alan Gates, lately back from China and
Mongolia, who had also been invrted for the first
lime, arrived.

We were out long before dawn on Saturday as we
had somewhere in the region of )70 kilometres to
travel to the venue for the day for the traditional
roe-deer hawking. Although we were in "Nieder-
Osten-eich" or Lower Austria, and far from the
famed ski-resorts in the Alps, en i-oute we passed
through some quite high areas which had agoodly
covering of snow, via deep wintry pine forests in
which It was easy to imagine wolves running not
that long ago. Reaching our destination v/e pai l
walked, pari slid down an iced-over path into a
small gai-den annexed to abaronial house, where
the meet was opened by four horn-blowers in
traditional Tyrolean loden capes and hats. The"ee-
yapping" of sevei'dl excited eagles, eagerly awaiting
the off added evocatively to the chorus.

It was asuperb day with bright blue skies facilitating
some nice, high mounting falcons and hard stoops
at pheasants. Two were taken, one falling to tine
peregrine and one to ahybrid, and then ahare was
found at which the Harris' put in three very
determined effbi-ts but after aphenomenal chase
was sadly defeated. Christian had avery long flight
which, predictably Iwas the wrong side of ahedge
to enjoy and then abitterly cold freezing fog
started to draw in. This was no problem for the gyr
which appeared and disappeared into the
whiteness above like aghost and eventually re_
emerged at speed to scoop up acock pheasant
but thereafter it became too risky to continue with
the longwings and so in what was quite dense
now, we lined up to find hares for the Harris
w a s

o n a

fog
w h i c h

cheated out of one which jumped above
at the critical moment almost obscured from
by the mist, then finally got her reward to end
day on the next.

h e r
v i e w

t h e

Tuesday evening saw everyone assemble
bitterly cold and atmospheric evening
courtyard outside the Great Hall of the
Surrounded by blazing torches, all of the
taken over the three says was laid
"Stneke Legen" and all of the falconers and their
charges stood to pay their respects. Speeches were
made and. with everyone mtheir traditional
hunting clothes or format/histoncal dress it wa/a
truly magnificent scene to behold. However better
yet was to come. We entered the Great Hail̂  kI
greeted by along table decorated with ared doth
pine boughs and amagnificent stuffed peacock as
centrepiece, with pheasants either side No detail
had been omitted, and even the naok,n̂bottles ofwine bore the picture of Geo ^ ^
a17th century falconer to whom this
was dedicated. With 400 year old [
walls and aroaring fire in the heailh
started of hare pate followed by
hare, red and roe deer wild boar
pheasant

o n a

i n t h e
Castle.
q u a i r y

out in the

'■g Heraog.
year's meet

p o n r a i t s o n t h e

.we enjoyed a
a s e l e c t i o n o f

black gj-ouse.
m u s i c a l

hunting and
i n s t r u m e n t s .

The hunting was arranged very much like adriven
shoot, with each falconer allocated a"peg and
beaters driving the woods to flush roe into the
open. Roe hawking is illegal mBritain, where
firearms are now the only legal means of killing
deer and our overcrowded island gives vei'y little
scajje foi such flights in any case, but the courage-
strength rind inriedibic fitness demanded of the
eagles is outstanding. Only the most experienced
eagle falconer, and eagles, some travelling fiom
Czech, l-iance and Belgium, are invited, as was
evident from the committed, strong .ind fit eagles
wo saw. two roe (one abuck) were taken in fiont
of me and the athlelirism of ttie <iustnngei'. is rilso

a n d capercailzie
accompaniment throughout
French horns, plus other histoncal

w e r e
o n

Such amagnificent setting for an evening 1shall
never forget was surely the perfect way to end
three days of high quality hawking. As alove of
falconrys heritage, it was adream come true to be
there, but also showed that, as falconers, we enjoy
aliving heritage where the values and traditions of
our ancestors are healthy and flourishing even m
the modern world.

2009 27
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Ben Inng
# # Experience Days and Genera) luition

Introduction to Longwings
Coaching and Iroubleshooting
Specialist topics (kite training, etc)
Professional Ihuning of Raptors
Displays _ _
www.falconry-

www.theident i tystore.co.uk
●special i ty leathers for hoods,

j esses ,
gloves, bags etc.

●A l l g r a d e s , s i z e s a n d t h i c k n e s s e s

«Skins and p ieces

●Aful l range of raptor leatherwork
metal, threads and care products

●Leather Fusion Printing for bird
identification and unique hood
a e s t h e t i c s

I n t e r n e t / M a i l O r d e r / C a t a l o g u e /
S t o r e

T e l : 0 1 6 2 9 5 8 1 4 0 3
The Identity Store, Holt Lane, Matlock,

Derbyshire DE4 3LY

-

Ben Long
P O B o x 6 5
S t i n c h c o m b e

Dursley
G l o u c e s t e r s h i r e
G L I I 6 W Z
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The world's best range of falconi
equipment and products *
-the choice of professionals ^
www.benlongfalconry.co.uk
mailto:info@benion̂ alconry.com

\

T h e N e w l i f e 7 5 M k 6 P r o f e s s i o n a l

incubator has out-sofcf the very
successful general purpose range

of A.B.incubators since its debut in 2001, proving that
serious breeders will pay alittle extra for the right
equipment, and the higher hatch rates and stronger
chicks soon offset the init ial costs involved.

The Mk6 boasts adigital microprocessor
temperature controller with an inherent
accuracy of +/-0.2°Cand alarms to
warn of high temperature conditions.
The humidity control is accurate to
better than 2%FH and ut i l izes an

external water supply to eliminate
contamination. The turning regime is
based on an aggressveturn motion
^own to promote rapid chick
development in the first 10 days of A
incubation, the frequency can
be programmed in divisions
of 10 minutesallowing from
1to 144 fu rnsper24hours

The angle of turn can also ^
be regulated to allow the
turning of large or small
eggs through 180® on the optional rollers

Tracking the Worlds Wildlife
NEW 2002 product range

White Falcon 10 4100 Channel Receiver
Black Folcon 3A10 Channel Receiver

*pin-point accuracy *Lightweight *telescopic oerio) *

Tht lightest, wflst occurate traekinj of if* typo io Iho world
c e o v c a i o i c oNow with tolcsc îe oorlol for corryioj

WT603, WT603X AWTMcrIin Transmitters
All WTS Falcon Transmitters

arc now covered by alifetime guarantee
WWW. wildlifetracking.CO. uk

e-mail: wildlifetracking@easynct.co.uk
Tel. 00 44 (0) 7860 832349

Unit 1, Church Farm, Cheimondiston, Ipswich,
Suffolk, 1P9 ^HS, UK Tel/Fax +44 (0) 1473 780 050

W : w w w . a b i n c u b a t o r s . c o . u k E ; i n f o @ a b i n c u b a t o r s . c o . u k
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members who regularly support region events
a n d t o t h e m a i n C l u b c o m m i t t e e f o r t h e i r

support. withoLft whom the club would not
exist We wish a l l our members asuccessfu l

moulting season and hope to See you at the
various local and national fairs, especially the
F a l c o n e r s F a i r

Ashakeout of news, views and
field-meets around the regions

i'licier the aiispiecs of your coiiwiillee. Ibe \X1IC bad been gently directed towards aregional slriiclure. The need tberefore. to inform you of ibe passion and success of each of
the regions bas arisen. Tbe rouse gives you such achance, and the rules of the club have been altered to accommodate this new direction. part of the new clarified regional
structure, it bas become obligatory for the secretary to send in awritten report to tbe editor of the Austnngcr.

J t

a
David Ridpath (Reg. secretary).S O U T H W A L E S

Meetings held on the second Monday
of each month at Olway Inn. Usk.

Contact Dr David Ridpath 01594 860918

S O U T H W E S T

Meetings held on the third Monday of each month
at The Ley Arms Public House. Kennford, Nr Exeter

Contact Kevin Mosedale 01392 8333681

N O R T H W A L E S

Meetings held on the first Tuesday of each
month at The Robin Hood Pub, Helsby.
C o n t a c t N e i l M c C a n n 0 1 5 1 2 9 3 0 3 6 4

South Wales Region Family Day

In August we arranged to hold aregional family
day, Roger &June James very kindly offered to let
us hold it at their centre in Abergavenny. Afew
activities were planned for both grown ups and
not so grown ups, Archery, food and drink,
coconut shy, food and dnnk, treasure hunt, music,

food and drink etc. You know the usual

YORKSHIRE

Meetings held on the second Monday of each month at
The Marquis, Stubbin Rd, Rotherham. South Yorkshire,

Contact Steve Lambert 07736 319147
www,yorkshireregionwhc,co.uk

E S S E X

Meetings held on the second Tuesday of each month at
The Whalebone Inn. Fingringhoe.

N r C o l c h e s t e r

Contact Ray Hooper 07885 287218
m o r e

stuff. Well somebody up above decided that this
particular day was the day to practise for
Armageddon. Members turned up bright and
early on Saturday morning and we duly erected
about 8gazebos and set everything up by 11.30

... at 11.40 it started to rain. At 12.30 it was

Regiona
Reports

of six ferrets completed the hunting party. A
number of spectators, including one of the
landowners and his family made up asizable
throng to witness adozen or so rabbits being
caught, some by the Gos, one coursed by Colin
Asquith's spaniel and others by the ferrets and
ferreters. The planned soup and roll lunch was
augmented by Colin's generous donation of
game pie, filled with red deer venison of his own
stalking, Linda Wright, our raptor photographer
colleague, took some stunning pictures, some of
which accompany this report. Everyone had a
good day: Where else can you get aday's
entertainment for £10 (£5 for spectators)?
Many thanks go to Mick for organising the meet.
Colin for the pie and to the landowners. John
James and Mel Thompson.

To end the year, we planned to hold our region
auction at the February meeting. Unfortunately,
the heavy snow at that time meant that the
meeting and hence the auction had to be
postponed until the March meeting. The items
for sale have been significantly enhanced by a
very generous donation by Crown Falconry of a
hawking jacket, bells and several decorative
pewter items. Our grateful thanks go to Jim
Moss of Crown Falconry. We shall look forward
to alively event and asignificant boost to funds.
T h e c o m m i t t e e e x t e n d s t h a n k s t o a l l t h e

speaker programme.

However, we did have avery interesting
presentation by Alasdair Greenyer on the time
he spent in Mexico at awildlife sanctuary.

At that early part of the yean it was becoming
increasingly clear that we were less than
welcome at the Rat Trap Inn. The new
management had very substantially increased
bar prices and there was aperception that we
were not the sort of customers wanted in what

was fast becoming an up-market restaurant So.
having lost the venue at the Olway Inn some
three years earlier when the previous owners
went into liquidation, we approached the
m a n a g e m e n t w h o e x t e n d e d u s a w a r m
w e l c o m e . W e
where wc have been received with afriendlier
environment and have all saved considerably on
the cost of beverages.
Region members manned aclub stand at the
Usk Show in early June and region members
assisted on the club stand at the Falconer's Fair
and the CU\ Game Fair all of which have helped
to attract new members.

In August, Roger and June James Idndly hosted a
region family weekend at the Black Mountain
Falconry Centre, Aseparate report on that
event is given below. All who attended reported
acracking weekend, especially the barbecue for
which Rob Cole very generously donated a
drum barbecue to the club and £100 for meat to
put on it. Many thanks to Roger June and Rob,

a m . ,

still raining and at 1.30, 2.30, 3.30 in fact it never
stopped pi**ing down ALL day.
The coconut shy floated away and the treasure
hunt was more like Voyage to the Bottom of the
Sea'. To be fair though, the archery was great fun.
Then of course there was the food and drink
Boy was there food and drink. Rob Cole very
generously donated £100 towards this good
cause.Thank you Rob, and Paul Dillon picked up
his tongs and donned his apron to do asterling
job in charge of the barbeque. Many of the ladies
brought and arranged other food and by about
5o'clock we were well fed and watered.

Unfortunately it was still raining and we had a
Ceilidh Band booked for the evening.

We hope to organise more field meets for this
coming season lets hope we continue to get the
great support from the member Regards. Neil.

Morth Wales
Region

, 1

Neil McCann n e w

>
Chairman -Mike Coupe.
Secretary Neil McCann.
Treasurer -Kevin Simcox

Regional Rep -John Simcox.

Again another season comes to an end
and Igo about writing the annual report!
The North Wales Region has grown in
strength and support this season with a
turn out of up to 35 members in the room

This year we have not had many guest speakers
,as we agreed to keep the funds to go on field
m e e t s a n d k e v m s i m c o c k s w a n t e d a n o t h e r

holiday mdisneyland!
Again we had agood turn ou1 for our xmas
party mmarch, with the auction raising plenty
of money (can'l say too much Jean will
confiscate it!)

meet there each monthn o w

South Wales
i o n

; i h . ) Once again Roger and June came to the rescue
and had achat with the golf club next door and
managed to get us into the lounge ,
for the remainder of the evening. So the an
set up indoors and we kicked off our muddy
boots and enjoyed afurther few hours dancing
and drinking.There was astrange odour around
to start with and afew wei-e steaming quie y
whilst they dried out but after afew dances a
was we l l .

As Iwrite this in early February, snow is
still falling after several days of cold and

weather. No doubt, though,
The field meets we held were again on llandegla
north wales many thanks to Mel and dave
rhodcs for the rabbit and duck days on aSunday,
we had members travelling from nottingham
trevor webster and Gavin lee flying eyas female
imprint goshawks, Idon't think they had an
unsuccessful flight between them! The weather
was kind on every day we hawked on there ,it
made achange not sitting waiting for the rain
too stop or phoning every one up to change it
to another day.

Aspecial thanks too mike roberts professional
gun and falconer dog trainer gave an excellent
talk and advice ,(a bnttany fanatic amust for ail
falconers he says !!!) Mike Coupe done aslide
show on birds he and other members have
flown from the 1970s to present day and how
things have changed and progressed over the
years! Many for the best.

1here is still the invitation to hawk in towyn mid
Wales at iabbits (ferrets amust), this again was
akind free invite from dave Melia. Paul Harman.
Melvin jones and myself have hawked this venue
afew times, taking 15 rabbits between us and a
811) 8o/ brown hare .

s o m es n o w y
of our more stalwart members are taking

off work to go out hawking while
is less camouflaged.

t i m e

q u a r r y
The South Wales Region has continued to have
good attendances this year despite the paucity
of guest speakers: The committee
somewhat diminished due to illness. In electing

gional officers at our January meeting, the
previous position of secretary was split into
secretary and programme secretary, to reduce
the workload on individuals. Our committee

comprises Mick Cordell (Chair), David

Fw a s

We came away from the golf club at aiound
midnight and those capable made their way back
towards the tents and caravans. It had now
stopped raining but whilst we were indoors the
wind had got up and the gazebos where we had
held the barbeque earlier had blown some 20
feet away and were upside down. Six beefy guys
dragged it back onto its feet, we re lit the
baiteque and started all over again eventually
finishing about 3.30-ish (I think)

r e

The region was not in afinancial position to
subsidise aChristmas meal this yean so the
Olway Inn manager was asked to provide a
Christmas buffet for the December meeting.
The kitchen staff did

if

n o w

Ridpath (Secretary), Wayne Sullivan (Treasui-er)
and Matt Whittaker (Programme Secretary).
With all posts now filled again, we look forward
t o a m o r e i n t e r e s t i n g p r o g r a m m e o v e r t h e

Tr
proud with abuffet of

traditional cold meats, vegetables and trimmings
followed by achoice of desserts. Crackers
the tables added to the atmosphere. The buffet
was followed by aquiz set by David Ridpath and
Mirk Cordell.

u s

> »
o n

Much clearing up was done later that morning
and the site was left neat and tidy. (Thanks
everyone). Roger assures me
eventually recover!

Mick Cordell (Reg. chairman).

c o m i n g y e a r

There have been some l ively discussions at
region meetings on topics such as the LANTRA
award and preparations for the Festival of
Falconry. These useful discussions might not
have been possible had we had afull guest

the grass did
Our only field meet of the year was held on
Mick Cordell's permission land on I7January,
Two Harris' Hawks, aGoshawk and aRed-tail
made up the feathered contingent,
working dogs, working two at atime, and atotal

T h r e e
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South West
Region

Whftley joining the Essex boys for the duration
of the mee t .

This year’s venue looks good and should
improve the parking and weathering ground
problems we have endured in the past, Seth and
Sarah form the Internationa! Falconers magazine
were taking photographs at the meeting and
there should be some interesting articles in their
magazine too.

We look forward to meeting up with friends at
the Falconry fairs this summer Iwish all members
of the club great success for coming season.

} .

Iam happy to report that all is well in the
West Country.
New members have settled in and along with
existing members have taken advantage of the field
meets organised throughout the season. Special
thanks must go to our chairman for arranging
some excellent sport on ferreted rabbit on his
land. We also joined up on acouple of occasions
with the B.RC for joint meets on pheasant our
thanks to Dave Scott for organising them.The field
meets have been well supported and with plenty
of game around alot of quality slips were seen.
New birds were entered and experienced birds
continued to perform well. Of course, the art of
digging out ferrets was in evidence on several
occasions with our chairman only to willing to
instruct our new members on the best way to take
on this task He even supplied the spades.

All of our members, birds, dogs and ferrets have
generally stayed in good health and free from
hunting accidents. Overall, agood season for the
region.

The monthly meetings have been very well
attended, but along with our chairman, it would be
great to see more of our members, there is no
doubt that the continued strength and success of
the region relies on all members participating in
the regions activities.

Ray Hooper
and carrying for the event and without them it
wouldn’t have been asuccess, Abig thank you
also to Paul Cuthbert and his family for all the
time and effort they put into making sure the
e v e n t w a s a s u c c e s s .

The region was asked to represent the club at
some of the local Heritage Fairs that took place
through-out the summer and Martin Wilmot
and Ben Brewer did afine job in representing
both the region and the club at theTatton Park
event in August. Athank you from us all for the
work you put in there.

T h e s e a s o n s a l m o s t o v e r t o b e h o n e s t i t ’ s n o t

been the most productive for the Yorkshire
Region.

We had our annual Scotland trip at the end of
October and as always many thanks to Terry
Cadwallander for organising the trip and
ensuring that atemperamental bunch of
Austringers had plenty of land and quarry so
they could fly their hawk's everyday. Lots of
sport was had and once again Dave Hughes
excelled himself in the kitchen providing some
excellent meals. His rabbit stew and the ’game’
curry both very memorable.

The season peaked then really for the region
however. We organised four field meets for
Goshawks on prime keepered land on the
doorstep to the region and on all four occasions
Ihad to fill places by asking members from other
regions and friends to attend. Each time the
region lost money on these days so we decided
not to arrange any more through January.

The Harris Hawk boys had aday on the same
estate organised by Martin Wilmot and afair few
days up in North Yorkshire organised by Paul
C u t h b e r t .

Attendance at the monthly social meetings is
equally disappointing and numbers have
dropped to the same half adozen faces each
meeting. It's your region, and it will only be what
you make it, if you think something is wrong
come along and speak up. We now do not have
aSecretary or any field meet co-ordinators.

Ihope you all get through to the moult with
healthy hawks, dogs and ferrets and wish you all
the best for the next season. Imight even see
some of you at the Fairs or the Festival in the
s u m m e r

Steve Lcnuherl

Yo r ksh i r e
Region

Aspecial mention for acouple of our long-standing
members. Dave Scott and Nick Farrant have been

WHC members for many years now. They have
both held various positions on the regional
committee. Rarely have they missed ameeting and
their contributions and knowledge are invaluable.
Our thanks go to you both.

Also, our thanks to everyone who has given up
their time, and do, or have, held office. Without
whom of course the region would not exist

At our regional monthly meetings, we have been
working our way through the LANTRA workbook
We take on amodule at atime and explore the
subject in more detail than would actually be
required by an assessor This makes it more
interesting for everyone and many members
contribute with their knowledge and experience. It

\Aorks wel l and Ihave no doubt that members are

finding it not only interesting but also useful.

With the new membership rules now in place it
h a s b e c o m e i n c u m b e n t o n n e w m e m b e r s t o

achieve the award within there first year of
membership, we are therefore, setting up Lantra
workshops during the dosed season to guide
people through the award.This also includes long
standing members, many of whom have now taken
the award.

Another season is over and achance now to meet
up with like minded people at the up and coming
country fairs and of course the Falconry Festival.
We look forward to seeing you all during the
s u m m e r

zssex Region
C h a i r m a n ; A d r i a n W a t s o n .

Secretary: Ray Hooper
Treasurer: Andy Hulme.

The Essex region of the Welsh Hawking
Club continues to have ahealthy number
of members. Our monthly meetings at the
W h a l e b o n e P u b c o n t i n u e t o b e i n f o r m a l

and agood social event.

This year we welcomed Dan and Paul into the
club, they are both flying Harris hawks and have
enjoyed our local field meetings. We owe our
thanks to Stuart as he has taken over the difficult

task of organising the field meetings this year He
has made alot of visits to various farms and
managed to persuade gamekeepers to allow us
to hold field meets this year Iknow next year
there will be some new venues to visit thanks to
his hard work,

Iwould like to thank our members who helped
and supplied birds for displays at the Essex
Game and Country Fair at Blake Hall and
Stonham Barns Country Fair Unfortunately the
weekend at Stonham Barns was marred by the
inclement weather

Several members from our region attended the
Annual Welsh field meeting and AGM at the
Chainbridge Hole! this year. Our thanks go to
the committee and especially Neil McCann for
co-ordinaling another 3days of great hawking.
Although Steve and Adi defected to the
Goshawk group, our Harris hawk group keep up
to expectat ions

Chairman &Regional Rep -Steven Lambert
(Tel No. 07736319347).
Secretary -position vacant.
Treasurer -Paul Cuthbert.

Regional meets take place on the second
Wednesday of every month at the Marquis
public house (Stubbin Road, Low Stubbin,
Rotherham, South Yorkshire S62 7RX).
Another year gone and it doesn’t seem ayear
since Ilast sat down and wrote the regional
report. Once the season closed it wasn't long
before afew of us from the region made the
journey down to the Falconers Fair in
Shropshire, the weather wasn't great but as
always agood laugh was had and it was nice to
speak to friends who we just don't see often
enough.

The region was asked to look into organising the
clubs summer weekend which we did, and
though poorly attended those members who
did make it from the North Wales and Yorkshire

regions all enjoyed themselves and it just meant
that there was even more food for everyone
thrown on the 'barbie'.

The clay pigeon shooting was fun and thanks to
John Simcox for running this for us and of
course Kevin Simcox for bringing the clays all the
way over Abig thank you must go to Terry
Cadwallander and his family for making the
event what it was though. Terry and his family
took on the majority of organising and fetching

Kev Mosedale
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Tl IF GYRFAl.CON. Potapm &Sale. Hbk.
ri IF GOSH.AWK. Roben Keiwani IIbk.

OWLS OF THE WORLD. Kbnig &Wcick. Hbk.
OWLS OF F.UROPI-:. Heinio Mikkol.r Hbk.
nIF. RF:-\1.L5' 1/SF.R ILOWl. IKKIK. Janima Pany-Jcns HhL £4.95
niF PFRFGRINF F●ALCON. Derek RulclilTe. Hbk
(£45.00)

B.\RG.\IN-PRICFI) ll.VWKING BOOKS.
FALCX)NR>'& hawking. Phillip Glasier. New 1Ibk. (£.15.(XI| £20.1X1
nil- MODI'RN I'AI-CXINFR. D. Diiniuui-W.illen.. llbk. (£19.95)£9,95
FAICONRY TIIF ESSFNI IAI. GUIDF. Steve Wrigbl. Hbk.

£ 9 . 9 5

With Mark Heiberl and Frank J i l l o l / . l l h k .
£1(1.95

£24.99
William Harris. Hbk.

£05.1X1

£45.00

£45.(XI
£45,00
£25.00

£60.110ARAB FALCONRY. Roger Upum. IIbk.
MUSINCiS OF AN AFGHAN FALCONFR. Sirdar Mohamed

Pbk. £1X0"

(£19.95)
JFMIM.-\PARRY-JONF.S-F.-\lCONRY:CARI-.CAmVF BRFFDING
&C()NSF.R\'AnON. PW.. |£12.99)
rR.-\INING BIRDS OF PRFY. Pany-Jones Pbk. (£I2.9*>)
Till- FNCYCLOPF.DIA OF i-‘Al.CONR>'. Adn:m W.ilkcr, Hbk.

£19 .95

£7 .95

17 .95
Osman. Hbk. £.50.00
HUNTING WITH HARRIS H.-5WKS. Bob Dalton Pbk. £12.95
TMF RFD-TAILFD HAWK. Liam McGr.maglian. Hbk. £55 <1"
TIIF RF.D-TAILFD H.-\WK: Fill- GRFAT UNKNOWN. Bealri/
FCandil Garcia. Hbk
Ml' SAN DlFCiO AND Ill-.R FAL.CONRY Cnug Culver. 1Ibk. £25.(X)

£ 2 5 , 0 0

A
(£.59,95)
FALCONR5 FOR5'OU l>umnK>ntl tipFv'aivs. Hbk (£129.->) £4.95
●\ MINFD B-Ui Miimn llollm.slK'.xL Pbk. (£12.9,')
F.-Ui'l FDRI--\MS: SI ●\RCMING FOR Il-GFNDS IN Wll D
MONGOLIA Stephen Bodio llbk.(ll'99|
UNDI-RSTANDINGOWl S. Jomm.-iPiun-Jones Pbk. (t 12‘b»)

> £.59.99
£20.(H1

£ 5 . 9 5

falconry FQUII'MFNI KimseyA Hodge. Phk.
FAI CONRV BASICS, lony Hall. Ilhk.
XK') HUNTl-RS: I'Hl- PASSION OF FAl.CONRY. Ilossaiii

T l l l v t O M r i W O R K S ( H - M . V t K M A \ R ( K ; 0 1 t D A n ) .
AFAI CON IN niF i-IFI D, AHAWK FOR THF BUSH A

£110.00

£■ ’ . 95£1X95

BF.HIND IHI.SCI-NFS )volume>Amirsadeghi, Hbk. £ 4 5 . 0 0

Secure Website Ordering -Payment by credit-card or Paypal -UK Post maximum £5' W -r'Ik-'./'fjNC- * .

‘ A%
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tflis time they will be given the opportunity
to complete an application form to join the
club. If they decline they will no longer
allowed attend the meetings, even as aguest
o f a n o t h e r m e m b e r

Aregister of attendees will be kept at all
meetings, primarily to enforce rule 3.

Awritten report will be forwarded each
year by the regional Secretary to the Editor
of the Austringen to reach him no later than
the end of February, for inclusion in the
Austringen

Areport must be sent by the regional
Treasurer to the ClubTreasurer showing the
state of the finances, to reach her no later
than the end of September for inclusion in
the Treasurers report at the AGM.

code of conduct Before ahawk is released
the falconer must ensure that it is in good
feather in the highest possible condition, that
it can kill for itself and is suitable for release.
If there is any doubt that it is able to do so
it should be hacked back

Code o f Conduc t

Ruks &Constitution The well being of all birds of prey both
domestic and wild together with the
continuation of Falconry must be the aim of
all members.

Falconry is the flying of trained birds of prey
and owls at suitable quarry found in anatural
state. No action must bring this into
disrepute,

very hawk must be properly manned and
equipped.

Every endeavour must be made to recover
alost hawk

%
*

of the Welsh Hawking Club 4 .2.

Regions
Purpose of the Regions\lame and Objects 5 . Should the committee have any reason to

b e l i e v e t h a t a m e m b e r h a s a c t e d i n a

manner injurious to Falconry or the club
then the member may be required to
furnish awritten explanation to the
Secretary for the consideration of the
committee or to appear in person before
t h e c o m m i t t e e . T h e m e m b e r c a n c l a i m a

personal hearing if preferred. The Secretary
must give the member at least 14 days
notice of the committee's requirements.
Should the member refuse to comply the
committee may terminate the membership.
They may also terminate the membership
should they decide that the member has
acted in away harmful to Falconry or the
club.

No member must give talks, interviews or
material relating to Falconry. Domestic
breeding etc. to the media i.e. TV. Radio.
P r e s s e t c . w i t h o u t a d v i c e f r o m t h e
committee and/or the Press and Publicity
Officer Any member giving such talks must
make ever effort to ensure their accuracy.

Any member wishing to dispose of ahawk
obtained through the club must first offer
the hawk back into the club.

Only Full members are eligible to vote on
club affairs.

Proxy and Postal votes are not allowed.
10. Associate members wishing to obtain Full

membership may apply in writing to the
Secretary for the consideration of the
committee. Prior to applying the applicant
should normally have completed at least 12
months membership. The application must
give details of hawk related experience and
should be countersigned by aFull member

Committee of
the Welsh Hawking Club

5 .

To provide social meetings for members and
potential members living locally, although any
member will be welcome to attend.

I. The name of the club shall be The Welsh
Hawking Club.

2. The objective of the club shall be: -
a. The promotion of Falconry,
b. The provision of advice and information for

members and other interested parties,
c. The promotion and maintenance of the club

Code of Conduct amongst members.

3.

P r e s i d e n t & T r e a s u r e r

Dave &Jean Dimond. 39, Sheridan Way.
Longwell Green, Bristol BS30 9UE

Tel: 01 17 932 4845

V i c e P r e s i d e n t s

Ian Blantem, Nancy de Bastyai, jemima Parry-Jones.
Terry Large, Nick Havemann-mart. Mike Clowes.

Le Moulin de I'Age, 86390 Lathus St Remy, France
Tel: (0033) 549 917 930

C h a i r m a n

Mick Cordell. Park View, High Street
Ruardean, Glos GLI7 9US

Te l : 0 1 5 9 4 5 4 4 3 6 7

V i c e C h a i r m a n

Bryan Patterson. Bush House, MuckJey Farm.
Bridgnorth, Shrops WVI6 4RW

Te l ; 0 1 7 4 6 7 1 4 0 6 2

Secretary &Press Officer
Steven Lambert. 91, Cresswell, Clowne,

Chesterfield, S43 4LR
Tel: 01246 570106

E d u c a t i o n O f fi c e r & N e w s l e t t e r E d i t o r
David Horobin. 44, Hilton Road.

Willenhall, Wolverhampton WV12 5XE
Tel: 01922 712090

Austringer Editor
Andy Hulme. 4, Watts Road, Shrub End,

Colchester Essex C02 9DZ
Te l : 0 1 2 0 6 5 2 0 9 3 9

F i e l d O f fi c e r

Neil McCann, Woodruff, Windermere Road,
Hightown, Merseyside, L38 3RJ

Tel: 0151 929 3402

Breeding Officer
Kevin Simcox, 17, Yeoman way. Gt. Sutton,

Ellesmere Port CH66 2SA
Tel: 0151 339 8365

Legal Officer
Tom Jones, C/o 6-10. Broad Street.

Hanley. S-o-T STl 4EU
Tel: 01630 673448

E-mail: tjones@woolliscrofts.co.uk
W e b m a s t e r

Kns Ulens. Mechelseweg II.
1880 Kapelle op den bos. Belgium

lei: 0032 486683532

Regions
Yorkshire; Steve Lambert. 91. Cresswell.

Clowne, Chesterfield, S43 4LR
Tel:0)246 570106

Exeter: Kevin Mosedale. Ford Cottage.
Kenn, Exeter EX6 7UG.

Tel: 01392 833681

Essex; Pete Dawson. I, Leewick Cottages,
Leewick Lane, St Osyth, Essex CO 16 8ES

lei; 01255 821388

South Wales: Mick Cordell. Park View, High
Streel, Ruardean, Glos. Gl. I79US

Tel: 01594 544367

North Wales: John Simcox, 17, Yeoman way.
Gt. Sutton, Ellesmere Port CH66 2SA

lei: 0151 339 8365

4 .

To arrange local field meets, which will be
governed by the mam Club field meet rules
To arrange fund raising to assist with paying
for speakers and field meets.
To promote falconry and the Welsh
Hawking Club.

2 ,

6.
5. All hawks flown free should be equipped

with field jesses, at least one bell and if
possible atransmitter and the name and
address of the owner. In the case of
u n e n t e r e d o r

3.

4 .
hawks, eaglesConst i tu t ion a g g r e s s i v e

hybrids, exotics etc. special care must be
taken to prevent loss. Each region will hold an election at its next

meeting following the AGM. It will elect from
its Full Members aChairman, Secretary and
Treasurer to run the meetings. One of these
may also be elected as amember to attend

commi t tee mee t ings .

7.
RulesThe club shall consist of aPresident. Vice-

Presidents. Chairman. Vice-Chairman, Honorary
Secretary, Membership Secretary, Honorary
Treasurer. Editor Press and Publicity Officer,
Education Officer; Breeding Project Officer; Legal
Officer Mewsletter Editor Field Officer and a
Webmaster Each of these is entitled to attend the
committee meetings and to one vote, except the
Chairman who does not have avote. However in
the event of avote resulting in atie the Chairman
shall then have the casting vote. Proxy and Postal
votes will not be allowed at committee meetings.
Only Full members are eligible for election to
office.The business of the club will be conducted
by the Officers and committee (hereafter referred
to simply as the committee), which will meet at
such times as it thinks frt.A quorum for ameeting
shall be five members. No one with convictions
for offences involving birds of prey shall hold office
within the Welsh Hawking Club.

6. Permission
entering upon ground and it must be
ascertained whether another falconer
already has permission in which case his/her
permission must also be sought. Due respect
rnust be given to landowners and their
property.

Indigenous hawks that
must either be returned to the wild state in
asuitable country or passed on to someone
who will treat them in accordance with this

be obtained beforem u s t No new region will be formed by members
unless it has been agreed by the Club
committee at acommittee meeting.

All regions Must open abank or building
society account in the name ofThe Welsh
Hawking Club. It is recommended that an
account has 2signatories.

Any non-members attending, other than
wives, partners or children of members will
be made to welcome for 3meetings. After

6,

T h i s2. t h e m a i n

representative will have full voting rights.
7 . longer wanted Mike Clowes

Hon. Secretary, January 2009
a r e n o

3.
7 ,

9.

M& jRaptors
ilect ions Hunting Talcons and Hawks

I. All members of the committee will be
elected individually, annually at the AGM
Prior to the election the attendance record
at committee meetings for the last year shall
be given.

Rnnish GoshawksHybrid Ra cons
M eetings

2. During the year should any committee
member fail to attend committee

The Annual General Meeting shall be held at
the main Field Meeting each yean
Meetings shall be presided over by the
Chairman, Vice Chairman or in their absence
one of the other Officers as appropriate.
Asummer meeting shall be held annually at
which reports of the affairs of the Club can
be given. General meetings will normally be
held monthly. Informal meetings will be held
as required.

We breed anumber o'
meetings

regularly then he or she may be asked to
give an explanation. If the reason is of
insufficient justification the committee

2.

auaiit̂  finnish Goshawics
nd Halcons each season

may

co-opt amember to fill the position. They
may also co-opt any person to the
committee if considered desirable.

3,

Membership a
Members of the club will be elected by the
c o m m i t t e e . A l te ra t ion to Ru les
No person will be elected without application
to the Membership Secretary in writing,

2.
Rules may only be altered by avote taken at the
AGM or at an EGM. Notices of motions for the
AGM or EGM shall be sent to the Secretary m
writing to arrive at least 6weeks prior to these
meetings. Any member wishing to call an EGM
shall inform the Secretai yin writing stating the
reason for such ameeting. The application must
be countersigned by 20 Full Members,

Mick Kane

lelepbone 0142/ 3̂ 8\-̂ 6
Email AiGosKane(gaol.com
WWW. manĉ  ra pto n

The annual subscription rate shall be
determined at the AGM each

3.

year.

Any member whose subscription is unpaid
by the end of May of any year shall cease to
be <1 member, but shall be eligible for election
a s f o i n e w m e m b e r s .

4 .

<.s . c o . u
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