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P r e s i d e n t ’ s P r e a a i b l e F r o a i t h e E d i t o r
W e l c o m e t o t h i s e d i t i o n o f T h e

Austr inger.
will once again have astand.
Lastly Iwould like to thank you. the
reader o f th is magazine for your
support of the club and to hope it
continues for many more years.
Kindest Regards ■

D a v e D i r n o n d

F r a n c e a s c o m m i t t e e c o - o r d i n a t o r .

Iam sure they will all help the club to
move forward in the coming year.

o f a r t i c l e s a n d p h o t o s ( n o n o f

G o s h a w k s o r S p a r r o w H a w k s ) s e n t i n

b y m e m b e r s .

Welsh Hawking Club Web Page
T h e r e ’ s a l o t o f u n s e e n w o r k t h a t

goes into creating and maintaining
our Web Page. Iwould like to thank
Roger James for managing this
task. Roger has kept us and many
f a l c o n e r s i n f o r m e d o f w h a t t h e W e l s h

Hawking Club is doing.

Importance of aHistoric Club
The Welsh Hawking Club (now being

50 plus) has the respect of falconers
around the world and being amember
of this historic club has given me the

opportunity to meet and stay with
some of these falconers. There is

nothing better that sitting down with a
brother of falconry and telling stories
of past and present outings with The
Welsh Hawking Club and its fondness
f o r a l c o h o l .

Ihave to thank al l members of the

club for their support in what has
been adifficult year for all of us. The
bad weather throughout the year
meant that we lost all revenue we
would have gained through the sale
of goods at the Game Fairs and also
the opportunity to sell raffle tickets for
the Grand Draw we had arranged.
With your help and generosity we did
manage to break even on the raffle.

-

B e c a u s e o f t h e l a c k o f e v e n t s t h e r e i s

not much to report on this year except
for the Field Meet at Llangollen. This
was quite well attended and at least
the weather stayed kind for us. The
hotel had been recently taken over
a n d t h e n e w o w n e r s w e r e k e e n t o

show their support for our sport, even
wanting to get involved. The event
was marred by 1incident, which I
will not go into now as it is noted in
a n o t h e r a r t i c l e .

■4iA.W,

i m u

a
Club, cannot be found on the Internet.

Past editors Andy, Mike and Julie
have a l l exper ienced th is when

asking for articles and photos. It’s not
always members who provide these,
but falconers who respect our annual
journal. The Austringer.
I w o u l d l i k e t o t h a n k t h e a u t h o r s ,

photographer and advertisers who
have supported The Austringer and
helped to put it together.

On alighter note Iwish to thank
retiring officers of the committee for all
the work they have done for the club
and to welcome the new members i.e.

Dave Jones as editor, Ceri Griffiths
Jnr as Lantra co-ordinator and Tony

1am pleased to be back editing and
researching stor ies for our wel l¬
loved and respected journal. The
Austringer. Most of us nowadays
are on the Internet reading articles
and watching video clips of falconry
on YouTube. But there is something
about aclub that has a50-year history
rooted in falconry, and ajournal that
provides information, photographs
and innovation to our members and

followers, started by enthusiasts 50
years ago. The camaraderie, which
exists within the Welsh Hawking

I look forward to seeing as many
members as possible at the Falconry
Fair and at the CLA game fair at
Ragley Hall 19-21 July where the club

C H A I R A 4 A N S C H A T T E R

their members through the Lantra
scheme with the help and guidance
of the more experienced amongst
us. Iremember afew years ago
when Lantra was first mentioned
many of the more ‘mature’ members
said they would never do it. This has
turned out not to be the case

almost all members are taking part
In my region of South Wales not only
are we hearing of other members’
experiences it also creates avery
healthy debate.

We have (hopefully) afull programme
of events this year which the WHC
will be attending with the club stand
Come along and spend afew

minutes for achat. You are always
w e l c o m e .

Best Wishes for agreat year ■

b e c a u s e o f t h e w e t c o n d i t i o n s . E v e n

a s I w r i t e t h i s C h a i r m a n ’ s C h a t t e r i n

the first week of April Ihave snow
almost 2” deep on my patio. Ido
hope it hasn’t had adetrimental effect
on those of you that are breeding
b i r d s .

As some of you will know we held a
very successful club Field meet and
AGM last October and along with
that a50th Anniversary Grand Draw.
Again because of the cancelled
game fairs we lost agreat opportunity
to sell more tickets. The members
attending the Field meet and AGM
responded valiantly and bought
tickets over the three days which
really boosted the sales, Thank you
to those members.
So we must now look forward and I
do believe the WHC Is in ahealthy
state. Both North and South Wales
regions are in the process of putting

H e l l o M e m b e r s ,

Welcome to another Austringer, and
as you can see we have anew Editor
in Dave Jones. It is ajob not for the
faint-hearted so our thanks must go
to Dave for taking on the task.
Last year was amixed bag really.

May we go on for another 50 years ■

Dave Jones
M e m b e r s A r t i c l e s

Iwas disappointed in the low number

a n d Editors Note: All Photographs and Articles in The Austringer Journal are Copyright of the Authors and Photographers.

t

f

O

Meetings for 2013
Welsh Hawking Club Annual Field Meet 2013 will be held at

Bryn Howel Hotel Llangollen North Wales on October 15th to 18th.

C.L.A. Game Fair: July 19th, 20th,21st. will be held at Ragley Hall Warwickshire.

Falconry Weekend at Jemima’s on August 31 st/September 1st at the
International Centre for Birds of Prey, Newent, Gloucestershire.

t h e l e a s t s a i d a b o u t t h e w e a t h e r t h e

better. Ihave never known so many
G a m e f a i r s a n d e v e n t s c a n c e l l e d

M i c k C o r d e l l

\\Ihe Aii.stj iiiger .101
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E a g l e F l y e r s o f t h e L o w l a n d s

By Julian Godfrey
Murray Simmons
and Julian Frost

called Axle whose flying weight is 91b
8oz and fat weight 111b 8oz. Both of opposite direction. Murray retrieves
these Golden Eagles have caught her and she re-mounts and waits on
many species of prey and were bred for another hare to be flushed. This

misses her prey and goes off in the
!

by George Mussered, awell-known time it’s abetter flight as she stoops
Eagle breeder in the UK.

Marsha is afemale Martial Eagle, 15
years old, that I’ve had for 12 years.
Her flying weight is around 101b 8oz
a n d s h e ’ s w e l l m a n n e r e d .

Ihave also flown Golden Eagles but
Marsha is so adaptable in woods and
fields that she is by far my favourite
Eagle to fly.
You need big land to fly Eagles, well
away from suburbia, so Itravel long
distances and join up with my regular
Eagle flying team: Julian Frost who
flies a6year old male called Rooney
whose flying weight is 71b 4oz and fat
weight 91b, and Murray Simmonds
who flies an 8year old female imprint

again from agood height and narrowly
misses her prey.

Today we are lucky to be invited to fly It’s not all kills with these large birds,
on the stubble fields and woodlands Rabbits, hares, foxes and deer can all
of an estate in Berksh i re where the manoeuvre quickly and slip away into
owner’s friends and family often join their familiar surroundings,
us to hunt their land. There are lots of

j '

I
Brown Hare and some Muntjacs. We walk back to the vehicles for

refreshments and put Axle into her
The day’s hunting pattern begins with travelling box.
Murray flying his female Goldie, Axle. Flying one Eagle at atime takes time
Murray flies Axle on the soar as Julian and beating these big muddy stubble
Frost and 1beat the land. As Axle fields can take the energy out of your
climbs to find her pitch ahare gets up. legs so asmall break is needed.
Then, out of the sky, Axle stoops but

Julian Frost with Rooney
Next, Julian Frost flies Rooney off the
fist, as this is the style he’s chosen.
W e w a l k t o a fi e l d w i t h a d o w n h i l l

slope that’s covered in kale crop, a
good place to be harbouring game.
The wind is right and sure enough, as
we get closer we flush ahare, which
goes through ahedge and Rooney
narrowly misses it as it escapes into
cover. Rooney flies up into atree and,

we walk towards him he “power-
flies” down the hill and out of sight.
We give chase thinking “Here we go,
this will be an all-nighter trying to find
an errant Eagle” but no —we find him
quite happily sitting on aHare gorging
himself. Whether it's the same hare
we flushed originally or not
never know, but at least he is one

happy bird.

following on through the woods where
she feels at home. Strange really, as
she has a7ft wing span but flies like
aGoshawk, folding her wings to get
through small gaps then twisting and
turning through the tree cover. She is
very fast. Ithink she is faster than a
Goshawk with asmall turning circle
for an Eagle. Long powerful legs and
feet the size of alarge man’s hands
mean that not much gets away. When
flying through woods she tends to find
ahigh point in atree and follows-on as
we beat. If she hangs back I’ll give a
quick whistle or shout and she comes
closer or flies to the fist if needed.

Occasionally we will hide if she stays
back and then she’ll come looking for

t h i c k c o v e r a n d o t h e r o b s t a c l e s . I f s h e

catches her prey she kills it with one
grasp of her huge talons.
When Itrack her down she is mantling
over her prey and looking around to
m a k e s u r e t h e r e i s n o o t h e r a n i m a l

that’s going to steal it from her, as
would happen in the wild. Ilet her
have agood feed on what she wants
from her catch and pick her up with a
defrosted day old chick. She happily
leaves her catch and jumps back to
the glove with no aggression towards

a s

m e .

The following week we were out
again bashing the cover/brambles
in alarge wooded area and Marsha,
as always, was high above with a
good vantage point. We had moved
through the area covering every bit
o f c o v e r a n d h a d m o v e d o f f t o d o t h e

next section when Ithought, “Where’s
M a r s h a ? ’ ’ W e l o o k e d a r o u n d b u t t h e r e

was no sign (This usually means that

w e

u s !

If we flush any game in the woods
(This normally happens when I’m on
the phone -my outside office -and
my friends are doing all the beating!!
That’s their story anyway) She’ll take
off. weaving through trees trunks,

Back to the vehicles we go but with no
time for abreak as the day is closing

N o w i t ’ s M a r s h a , t h e M a r t i a l

Eagle’s turn; she likes to hunt by
i n .

Julian Godfrey with Marsha

IIn- Auslriiij»or : . m ^



T r a i n i n g D a y a t B l a c k A A o u n t a i n s F a l c o n r yE a g l e F l y e r s o f t h e L o w l a n d s C o n t i n u e d . . .
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Some of the Main Region members
enjoyed aday’s gundog training at retrieving dog in Falconry, this was also

we may never have the use of asoaking if your dog will fetch the prey!
Everyone who came on the day

the Black Mountains Falconry Hunting taught, and Ican say from experience really enjoyed it, aafew souls who

something got up behind us which she
spotted and is now sitting on top of,
very happily.) This time, as we traced
our way back, there she was, on a
large branch looking down, ieaning
forward and not moving amuscle.
We assumed that she had her eye on
something so we went back and forth
in the area bashing cover, as you do,
and making lots of noise. Nothing got
up and Marsha was still transfixed
to the spot. Around we went again,
hitting everything in sight but still
flushed nothing. Ithought there must
be something wrong with her so Itried
to get her back but after 2or 3minutes
waving arabbit leg and calling and
moving about in her eye line Marsha
was still rock-solid on “Eagle point”.
Istarted to get impatient, thrashing
the cover and saying “What’s Up with
You?” then, as the s t ick fe l l for the

last time, out popped ahare and with
lighting speed, Bosh! Marsha secured
it with one foot -stone dead. It goes
to show, her un-wavering resolve to
get that hare means that very few get
away from aquick-footed Eagle

ahare making aGoldie look like it’s
standing still.

wing, long tail and huge leg length
means the ability to turn and strike is
better than that of the Goldie but the
Goldie is awind-rider who is far better

coming in from height. The difference
between amale and female Goldie’s

flight also has huge differences. The
male is faster o ff the mark and can

also turn better on low-level flights
but large quarry flights belong to the
f e m a l e .

Therefore, when we go hawking we
have three different styles of flying
with our eagles all excelling in their
own way.

Lodge, with Hugh Kirby running the that adog which will retrieve can be became lost in the wilderness were
demos and helping with some young agreat asset. In fact, when out duck- disappointed that they missed it, but
dogs. Hugh explained the need for hawking with my peregrines and they there is another one due this autumn
“steadiness” in all dogs used in the have killed aduck over the water, it at the same venue! ■
field, and how to achieve it. Although saves you, and perhaps the falcon, aRoger James

Marsha is very well behaved and
obedient {More like aHarris Hawk)
and has never shown aggression to
me. She does warn off people if they
c o m e t o o c l o s e w h e n s h e i s o n t h e

fist but Isuppose she thinks she is
protecting me. She did foot me once
accidentally puncturing my arm but as
soon as Isquealed she realized her
mistake and let me go.

Conc lus i on o f t he t h ree Eag les ’
fl ight performance
T h e d i f f e r e n c e i n w i n g l o a d i n g
b e t w e e n t h e G o l d i e a n d t h e M a r t i a l :

with the Martial the relatively short

Eagles are achallenge but we three
c a n ’ t l i v e w i t h o u t t h e m . ■

“Hugh Kirby giving afew “pointers" (ha ha) to some of the
members at the Training Day. ”

“Dave Sharman's GSP dog making afine retrieve at the
Training Day at Black Mountains Falconry. ”

Bfii loiifl
Experience Days and General Tuition
Introduction to Longwings
Coaching and Troubleshooting
Specialist topics (kite training, etc)
Professional Training of R.iptors
Displays

Now, on the odd occasion that she
does miss her prey she will sulk and
get moody. Then Imight be in trouble.

www.thefalc6firyschool.co

Tracking the Worlds Wildlife
Black Falcon Receiver

3,10 <& 100 Channels
★Pin point QccurQcy*Lightweight*Telcscopic aerial^

The lightest, most accurate system of it's type in the
world with atelescopic aerial for carrying convenience

WT603, WT603X AWT Transmi t te rs
A l l WTS Fa lcon Transmi t te rs a re

covered by alifetime guarantee
www.wildlifetracking.co.uk

e-maih wildlifctracktng@easynct.co.uk
Tel: 0044 (0) 7860 832349

as she likes to keep going until she
catches something,

always managed to get her back but
sometimes it’s taken along time and I

number of ingenious ploys to

Luckily I ’ve

u s e a n y

coax her out of atree!

Once she caught aMuntjac but it
squealed and she let it go, probably
thinking it was our old pointer Molly,
who used to sunbathe with her in
the garden. She has always been
good with dogs so Iam able to fly
her almost anywhere. She can also
fly from the fist and quickly overhaul

I lu ‘A i is t r ingf r 7

Ben Long
PO Box 3182
G l o u c e s t e r
G L l 9 B H

The world’s best range of falconry-
equipment and products
●the choice of professionals

\.vww benlongfalconryco.uk
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Murray Simmons with Axle
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T h o u g h t s o n l i v i n g a l i f e w i t h b i r d s
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that Ihave kept over the years, eagles birds to fly, his enquiring mind and others, some more determined, some
and especially ravens experience cheeky character always keeps you more aloof, others more confident and
basic emotions. Try as we might to on your toes!
play devils advocate on this subject,
and giving much thought to whether When araven looks at you, you know But with time and patience, quietly
we are just seeing human traits that they are not just looking, but studying watching what they do, whether when
are not there. Rose and Ialways come you, their level of intelligence is just out flying or sat at home on their

astounding. p e r c h e s , y o u w i l l s t a r t t o s e e s u b t l e
Ithink that all birds have differences of differences in their daily behaviour,

and by adapting your methods to

s o o n .

/ -

Well here is something Ido not do
very often, Dave Jones rang and
asked if Iwould like to do an article for

the magazine, and having only ever
done one article before, 1was initially
apprehensive, but then thought hey
why not give it ago.
Having spent the past twenty three
years of my life flying birds of varying
species for ail manner of film work, but
mostly nature documentaries, my wife
Rose and Ihave certainly had some
interesting times, spending our life
with our birds through good times and
bad, like anyone reading who runs
their own small business will know.

We describe ourselves as bird trainers lovely imprinted greylag geese, two
and hand le r s , bu t I a lways t h i nk
trainer is the wrong word, Ibelieve we
never ready train them to do anything,
we build up aclose bond over time
with them, and work with their natural
behaviour, but in unusual ways, to
b e a b l e t o a c h i e v e t h e e n d r e s u l t s

peregrines and akestrel. This is a
part of our normal daily routine, and
we have been doing this for so long
now, it just seems ordinary!
But for us, this is the most important
part of the job, spending time with the
birds, building up our relationship with
t h e m .

to same conclusion, yes they do.
Brann our raven is probably the most
challenging, but rewarding of all the character, some are more moody than

required for each filming project.
B i r d b e h a v i o r i s t w o u i d b e m o r e

suitable, but for business purposes, Something that fascinates me abop̂
birds, are the differences in charact
amongst individual birds of the

species. Even more surprising
the differences in character of

t r a i n e r i s w h a t w o r k s i n t h e m e d i a

w o r l d .

This is my own personal view based
on hav ing kept b i rds s ince Iwas
8years old but Rose and Ihave starlings, being asmall bird
been fortunate enough to enjoy tiny brain, you would never

e r

^Qrrie
IS

o u r

with a
think

rearing and flying many birds, from they could differ so much, but after
waterfowl to owls, falcons, eagles, spending an enormous

iwas fascinated with birds from an

early age, and have the late Frank
Keens, Steve &Emma Ford, my
wife Rose and the legend that is Sir
David Attenborough to thank for my

inspiration to make acareer from
flying them

Qamount of
time flying our little team of themaccipiter, corvids, pigeons, starlings,

woodpeckers &more.
o v e r

the past five years, you realise that
they are as different in character a s

w e a r e .

Much more controversially. Ifirmly
believe that some of the larger birds

Iam sat here typing this in the middle
o f a fi e l d , w i t h R o s e a n d h e r s e v e n

I h e \ i i s l t i i i U i ' t



L I F E W I T H B I F U : > S C O N T I N U E D .

get to know their individual ways, you birds is agreat challenge. There is
always something to learn, and a
different approach to take.

S h e h u n t e d t h e m d o w n f r o m t h e h o t

a i r ba l loon a t s ix teen thousand fee t ,

she was an awesome falcon, with
re len t less de te rmina t ion .

We have anew immature peregrine
tiercel we are bringing on, and he very
much reminds me of lady, he has the
same dogged determination, ability
and enjoyment of flying that she had
and we have some exciting plans for
h i m .

forge arewarding, lasting bond.

What drives me on these days, is to
continue breaking new ground filming I f I l o o k b a c k a t w h a t w e h a v e d o n e

over the years, nothing will ever be
as huge achallenge or as difficult as
flying the peregrines with skydivers.
The pressure to pull the stunt off was
huge in the original BBC sequence,
including six months training, three
weeks in spain, with acrew of fifteen
people.

M a r t i n t h e d i r e c t o r r i s k e d h i s w h o l e

budget for the programme on that one
sequence, but we did it, or Ishould
say Lady our female peregrine did it.

with our birds, discovering different
ways to fly them to achieve maximum
enjoyment for the viewer, to inspire
people about the wonders of nature.
We are currently working on anew

way to fly and film imprinted geese
for a3D project, and have also been
developing HD on board minicams to Ihope you have found my thoughts

interesting, and Iwish you all good
flying. ■

awhole new level with our good friend
a n d c a m e r a m a n J o n a t h a n W a t t s .

Pushing the boundaries of what is Cheers! Lloyd
possible to achieve on camera with

most of the time, she will mirror that,
and be her usual relaxed, happy self.

these small changes, you will get the
most from them, as you are treating
them as an individual, not just a
particular breed.

enters her territory, so does abasic
evaluat ion of their character, and
applies like, dislike, not so sure, fight
or flight behavior. Spending time manning your birds, is

something that so often tends to get
skipped over quickly these days, but
it is something that Steve and Emma
Ford taught me the importance
many years ago. on my first falconry
courses with them, and it is someth
Inow feel is the most important
the training process.

Also, just because something
for someone else, does

doing it in the same way will work
you. You have to tweak things to
your character.

Ioften compare the intelligence of
our golden eagle Tilly to alarge dog,
and one thing that she and probably
other types of eagle are very good at,
is judging peoples character, she has
never been wrong so far!

Iplace huge importance on Tillys’
reaction to difforent people she meets
for the first time. If she takes adislike
to someone, it is always for avery
good reason, which may not become
apparent for some time, but she sees
i t f r om the s ta r t .

But that shouldn’t be surprising, being
afull social imprint, Ithink she has
learnt to read human body language
as well as she can read another eagle,
and reacts accordingly.
To her Isuppose it is vital, she needs
to know if she can trust someone who

Ihe Ai isi l ' inger 1I

It should be obvious really, eagles
are supreme observers, in order to
s u r v i v e i n t h e d i v e r s e a n d e x t r e m e

environments they are found in.
reading humans is probably easy for
them, if they have been hand raised.

1can only see these differences in
h e r b e c a u s e w e h a v e s u c h a c l o s e

bond. Idid not get her until she was
ten months old, but we just clicked
from the start. She is that once in a

lifetime bird for me, and she also can
read my moods superbly.
If Iam fed up or down about something,

she will pick up on it Instantly. She
obviously has no idea why Ifeel like
Ido, but can read that emotion in me,
and will be abit more distant from me
when out flying. Likewise, when Iam
in agood mood, which is fortunately

o f

i n g
part of

w o r k s

hot mean
f o r

s u i t

When you think about it, most raptors
spend alot of their lives doing nothing
but quietly sat observing, learning
about the territory around them,
adapting what they do to survive. So
by taking the time to quietly sit and
observe the birds you look after and
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By Dave Jones l u r e i s i n t r o d u c e d w i t h t h e s a m e

a m o u n t o f f o o d t i e d t o i t a s t h e f o o d

on my glove, so the two are equal.
Idon ’ t use acreance but Ia lways
test my hawk’s eagerness to the lure
by swinging it slowly like apendulum
before throwing it down in front of him
to gorge on the block.
If he’s eager to grab the lure for two
days on the trot Iwill pick him up with
atit-bit, take him to anearby field, sit
him on apost and fly him to aslow
pendulum-swung lure.
You may think this is too short a
time to let your hawk go but judging
his reaction to you and his food is
the key. Idon’t like the creance and
if Ican avoid it Iwill. Iknow this is
controversial but it works for me and
my young hawks don’t get ajerk at the
end of their first flight or get tangled
up. Your seasoned hawk knows his
flying ground year after year but with
an eyass this is the start of his new
territory where he will be trained so a
l i t t l e m o r e c a r e i s t a k e n

Now three quarters of his food is fed
on the lu re and the res t fed on the fis t .

Th is makes the lu re more a t t rac t ive

later on. Irepeat this method for 7to 14
days according to weather conditions
but the lure is swung faster as he gets
smarter and fitter. You must always let
him catch the lure eventually and feed
wel l on i t .

Flying from the aviary is great for
judging the hawk’s mood and this

be ascertained quickly by his

eagerness to fly or not to fly to your
fist. You can then adjust his food
intake more easily to achieve his flying
weight. Ialso find abetter connection
between my hawk and me.
When not flying because of weather
c o n d i t i o n s o r w o r k I w i l l f e e d t h e h a w k

in his aviary: half of his food on my fist
and the rest on his feeding platform.
This can also be done throughout the

moult but is not necessary.
A f t e r t h e m o u l t y o u r h a w k w i l l
remember this routine. The advantage
of flying out of his aviary is that you
can take his weight down in the aviary
until he flies to his food on your fist,
then after acouple of days pick him
up, secure him, then block him out.
At this stage Ikeep him secured to a
block for afew days only until flown.
Ido this every year with all my hawks
and my Gyr/Peregrine flies free within
two days of coming out of the aviary.
Ialso use the same principle of
management for my goshawks with a
small adjustment on manning, as they

Last year Itrained ayoung Harris
that Ihad been given at 3days old.
Ireared it with foster parents in my
garden. Ihad been led to believe that
the parents were massive birds so
w h e n i t l o o k e d s m a l l e r t h a n t h e o t h e r

females in the aviary Iwas convinced
that it was alarge male. After so many
d o u b t s I h a d a D N A t e s t d o n e a n d

to my embarrassment Hercules was
r e n a m e d T i n k e r b e l l . I w a n t e d t h e b i r d

for future breeding but she no longer
fitted the bill. Ipassed her on to Steve
Faulkner and this is ashort story of a
great catch whilst out with the Welsh
Hawking Club, after renaming her
M a u d e .

B o b W a t k i n s

nothing. Finally Iswung the lure and
s h e c a m e t o t h e fi s t . I t o o k a b o u t t w o

or three steps back while wrestling
the lure pad f rom her when she
stretched to look over my shoulder
and in aflash she jumped off the fist
and over my shoulder. Iturned around
180 degrees and about six feet away
s h e h a d b o t h f e e t o n t h e h e a d o f a

muntjac lying down concealed in the
long grass. There was ascream from
the munty and Iimmediately jumped
on the back legs. It was caught, but
the next problem was the dispatch.
Maude leaned straight away into the
mouth of the quarry and started pulling
at the tongue. One quick incision into
the back of the head dispatched the
muntjac and then Iwas faced with
picking up ahungry hawk off avery
big warm meal. Ifumbled around in my
bag and pulled out asmall, cold rabbit
leg. Imanaged to cover the beast

with some tent canvas (glad Ibought
it 4’ X4’). Maude was eventually on
the fist clipped on and Imade my
way to the farm car park with the kill
mostly covered up. Ten minutes later I
presented the trophy to the boys and
girls of the club and moved away to
feed and hood-up Maude. The others
looked the munty over for bullet
holes in disbelief. The farmer, akeen
deerstalker acknowledged it was a
healthy animal. It weighed in at 20lbs.
Not bad for a2lb loz bird!

S teve Fau lkner

For the last 12 years I’ve been flying
my longwings out of their aviaries i.e.
Idon’t keep them tied to ablock when
picking them up to fly at home.
Ifind this method of management
e a s i e r a n d s a f e r a n d t h e h a w k s a r e

fitter and healthier. (I’ll refer to the
longwings as Hawks in this article.)
Anormal day’s hawking would start
with me walking into the aviary with
atit-bit on my glove. My hawk would
then fly to it. Iwould secure him and
walk him on the fist, to be flown or
placed in his box to travel.
My aviaries get plenty of sun and
an abundance of fresh air for my
hawks to stay healthy and weathered.
Previously Ikept my hawks on
various types of perch or block but the
possibility of them suffering from short
or long-term problems was always
t h e r e .

Feather damage, bumble foot, leg
strains and other accidents can occur

throughout your hawk’s life, caused by
tying your hawk down for long periods
of time. These risks were always in
the forefront of my mind until Idecided
to fly my hawks from their aviaries.
Most of us travel daily or weekly to
asuitable flying area to hunt with or
exercise our hawks but the practice
of picking them up from ablock for
convenience is not necessary. The
only time Itie my hawk down to a
block is: when I’m away from home,
cleaning the aviaries, training anew
hawk, or when my experienced hawk
has finished the moult and starts his
new season on ablock for acouple

of days.
When manning and training anew
hawk Iwill keep him on ablock and go
through the normal falconry manning
process until he has confidence and
jumps to my fist to be fed. Then the

are imprints.
One of my pet hates is travelling with
my hawk in abox for any distance.
I’ve had feathers broken, hoods off
and tangles with hawk equipment.
My imagination runs wild when Ihear
bells clanging around in the box and

time Ihad to stop on the motorway
hawk’s well-being.

Most of the Munty is in the freezer
and Iintend to treat Maude to asmall
reward. The rest 1will consume with
r e d w i n e . ■

The ambush happened on the 19th
January at Brightlingsea during afield
meet with the Welsh Hawking Club,
it was amixed day with Goshawks in
the morning and then Harris hawks
in the afternoon. Ihad been having a
few slips with my Harris at rabbits and
ahare with the help of beaters and a
Brittany spaniel, but having no joy. At
around 3.30pm, getting near to that
last slip of the day, Maude decided to
clear off. Iwas pointed in her general
direct ion by acouple of the other
austringers. The telemetry was pulled
out of its bag and after what felt longer
than ten minutes, two fields and a
back garden later (and after putting up
acouple of pheasants, arabbit and a
woodcock without the bird there to see
them), Inoticed her perched on top of

telegraph pole. She was about thirty
feet away from me; her head was
bobbing, looking down at some cover
by ashort rabbit fence separating a
fie ld f rom awooded area . Ipu l led

out achick leg and waved it at her to
no avail. Ipulled out achick and still

Editors note: 4’x 4’tent canvas would
cover asmal l cow,

keep hawking Steve o n e

verge to check my
One of my best moves was to have
acustom-made hawk and dog box
built which has made my eight-hour

to Scotland easier and safer,journey
with two stops on the way for the dogs

and to check my hawks.t o h a v e a r u n

Ifurther improved the box by fitting
small electric fans, one for each

for the dogs. This has
t h r e e

H a w k a n d o n e

made ahuge difference in ventiiating
the stuffiness of the box and keeping

team heaithy. Since the fans werem y
installed Ihardly hear asound from
the hawks when travelling, they are
much happier with the comfort of
fresh ventilation.
Innovation in hawk management and
equipment keeps evolving and Ifor
one thrive on new ideas that allow my

c a n

a

hawks and dogs to live healthier and
s a f e r l i v e s . ■

1.^I111' Aiislringcr



C a t c h i n g u p w i t h W H C ’ s H i s t o r y

L a w r e n c e w a s n o t e d i n t h e fi e l d f o r

his fitness and sportsmanship. He
w a s a m e m b e r o f t h e W i l d f o w l e r ’ s

Club at Newport. Lawrence is atrue

Goshawking man who rarely went
h o m e w i t h o u t a P h e a s a n t o r a R a b b i t

in his bag. Lawrence was also one
o f t h e f o u n d a t i o n m e m b e r s o f T h e

Welsh Hawking Club. These days I
am sure he is still good for advice, as
those founding principles remain the
s a m e . ■

game that you are cooking. There are
recipes for every occasion
Angela Humphreys has written for the
Sporting Gun’s ‘Sportsman’s Kitchen’
for many years. The preparation of
Game is explained in layman’s terms
s o t h a t i t i s fi t t o b e e a t e n . E a c h

species is given achapter with the
dates of the season written under the

chapter heading.
Interesting sketches show how to age
agrouse and how to truss awoodcock
using the beak as askewer etc.
It’s amouth-watering extravaganza.
1bought it.

This book is written for the sportsman
or woman who lives off the land.

Even if you can’t cook you will cook
after reading this superb book on
Game cookery.
Many of us go out and catch our own
food. Ihate wasting Game that has
given up its life for my sport. My family,
friends, hawks and dogs consume
all that Icatch. Only the intestine is
b i n n e d .

Just think how privileged we are to be
able to eat ameal that is truly organic
and doesn’t come In aplastic bag.
This iittle gem of abook will take you
through the stages of how to pluck
a b i r d o r s k i n a r a b b i t , a n d w h a t

companions i.e. sauces, stuffing’s,
jellies, or salads will go with the

T H E T I M E S T H U R S D A Y A l ' G L S I2 0 1O D O

S C H O O L F O R F A L C O N E R S

Game Cookery
by Angela Humphreys
P u b l i s h e r D a v i d & C h a r l e s .
I S B N 0 7 1 5 3 0 7 2 1 5

P r i c e £ 9 . 9 9 by Dave Jones

I't (hr mcnil) fumaii C M r o . T n n l U M < r a k t K < » i i x m % l r L . J r
Wr prcMhtit. M^n>«crn Mmac, Malpn. ( i n l M i w R M n c h D a f t l k ' n r l l n M a l k
Atear :Mr. K rw i hmrtJ b> ● i t k i ' n t r j t M «■

BBirwlira purykim A f a i r I *

Snippet from The Times Newspaper August 1962 (Lawrence Workman Bottom Right)G r o u s e R e c i p e i n R e d W i n e s e r v e s 4

This is aclassic method of cooking spend with your guests. In this recipe
either young or more mature birds and the birds are cut In half before cooking;
an ideal way to serve grouse when this is most easily done using apair of
entertaining as it can be prepared game shears—a good investment if
in advance, giving you more time to you frequently cook game or poultry.

2-3 grouse, halved
300ml (V2pt) red wine
50g (2oz) butter
300ml CApt) stock
2small onions, peeled and
225g (8oz) button mushrooms
chopped, Fresh parsley to garnish
40g (1V20Z) flour

Melt the butter in aflameproof
casserole and fry the onions and
grouse until slightly browned. Remove
and se t t o one s ide .
Stir the flour into the melted butter
and gradually add the wine and stock,
stirring all the time until the sauce
t h i c k e n s .

Add the grouse, onions, mushrooms
and alittle salt and pepper if
necessary. Cover and simmer slowly
for I-V/2 hours, depending on the age
of the grouse.
This can be reheated just before serving,
then transferred to ahot serving dish and
decorated with fresh parsley. ■

Lyn Palmer, Lawrence Workman and Brian Press catching up on the WHC shistory

Ihc Auslhnger̂  15
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this now includes trips to warmer
climates with my wife and that keeps

By Mark Williams In recent years Ifind myself choosing
to take my camera in to the fie ld
instead of my bow or rifle, yet Ido still
carry acamera whi le out hawking.
Some of my fellow falconers think I

Al though Ihave always had aher happy!
fascination with wildlife, Iguess you
could say my introduction and interest As ahunter /falconer Ifind myself
in wildlife photography really came suspended between the paradoxical am crazy trying to do both things at
about more from my lifelong interest situation of respecting, understanding once but it is possible, more so for
in hunting and of course falconry and and conserving wildlife, while at along-winger than ashort-winger
not the other way around. 1have been the same time hunting and killing to photograph your own falconry
passively interested in photography (using/eating) that wildlife. Aconcept birds in action. In order to do so you
since my early years as ateenager that most none hunters have ahave to get your falconry to alevel of
but it was not until recent years that hard time understanding. As our autonomy that can accommodate this,
it was re-kindled through my falconry, conduct, ethics and behavior in the Not really practical for early season
The sights and scenes we witness field sheds aspotlight on hunting in hawking when there is ahigh element

of Murphy’s law present with wayward
younger birds that are full of youthful
enthusiasm and flying on aknife edge
of control therefore demanding total
focus on the sport. However, Ican
usually photograph my own birds afew
weeks into the season when both my

I®

m L
bird and dogs are steadier and “in the

with several kills under theirg roove
belt. The quality of falconry is usually
much higher by then. Of course this is

practicable when trying to fly your
from the fist but like I

- I

i m

own short-wing
said for flying long-wings it is do-able.

9;t i .

Picture your dogs go on point in ahuge
stubble field, you release the falcon

it, this phenomenon also applies that starts to go up into the ozone
to wildlife photographers. It was and you then try not to lose sight of
not until the past few years when Ithe bird while you grab your camera
really began to immerse myself into while softly but firmly offering words of
wildlife photography that Ibegan to encouragement to your dogs to hold

Then while you wait for the

whi le p rac t i c ing our spor t o f ten
remains etched in our minds forever,

particularly if it is of one of our own
birds in action. Eventually Idecided
to try capture some of those moments
while hawking and it subsequently it
naturally manifested itself to apursuit
of all wildlife photography both during
and outs ide o f hawking season.
The result is that now not only does

my wife complain about not seeing
much of me during the 7month long
hawking season that we enjoy here,
but now the remaining 5months of the
year is devoted to my all consuming
and obsessive commitment to wildlife

photography in general. Fortunately

general and how the public perceives

learn of the negative press some steady.
falcon to take acommanding pitch andphotographers are drawing due

to their actions in the field both in good position, you yourself go position
disrespect for private property and in yourself to aspot where you “think

the game will head to, based uponthey’re disturbance or stressing their
subjects in their natural habitat. 1have your knowledge and understanding of
to remind myself of this at times when the set up and prey species, (which
filled with the excitement and tenacity is usually in line with nearest cover)F o r c r e d i t c a r d o r d e r s

T E L : 0 1 4 4 2 8 2 0 5 8 0 in trying to capture that perfect image. Then you try position yourself at a
The welfare of the animal comes distance that not only the dogs hear
before that of the photographer.

Most credit cards accepted

FAX; 01442 827912 E-mail: falconers@webscHbe.co.uk
or write to: The Falconers ft Raptor Conservation Magazine,

Unit 8, The Old Silk Mill, Brook Street, Tring, Herts HP23 5EF
Cheques/Postal Orders made payable to PW Publishing Ltd.

the command to break point and flush
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limit. Often “just one more step" is the
difference between getting the face
on or arse end perspective of your
wildlife subject.

photographer is not only the weather
e l e m e n t s o f M o t h e r N a t u r e b u t a l s o

some of the subjects themselves.
W h e r e I l i v e I a m f o r t u n a t e t o b e

w i t h i n a 4 0 - m i n u t e d r i v e o f t h e

rocky mounta ins o f Canada w i th
bears, cougars, wolves and other
interesting animals that are tempting
to photograph. One has not only to
be aware of your surroundings and
respectful of the more dangerous
c r i t t e r s o u t t h e r e

recognize certain behaviors and when
the animal is likely to take flight or
fight. Sometimes being too focused on
the subject through the telephoto lens
you can overlook the close proximity
you have gotten to the subject itself.
As shown with the image below, this
black bear approached to within a
mere 30ft f rom me, . . . adistance
it could cover in acouple of strides.
Fortunately Ihad atruck between us
to run around for some protection but
it is not recommended for those folks

at home! If you insist on trying it, best
to take someone with you whom you
know you can outrun!

Ienjoy all wildlife and am particularly
fascinated with birds of prey which
have captured my attention from the
first time Isaw them as akid and what

eventually got me into falconry some
36 years ago. Today Icount myself
fortunate to now be able to view
and photograph them in their natural
environment and to share some of the
results with others to help motivate
agreater appreciation of them and
many other magnificent creatures
through the art of photography. I’d
encourage you to try it out for yourself.

but that you anticipate the falcon will image comes more about from my
intercept the quarry so both quarry skills as ahunter /falconer than my
and hawk are in the same frame big technical expertise as aphotographer,
enough to be distinguishable. You Youdon’thavetogotoAlaskaorAfrica
think orchestrating agreat game to find wildlife to photograph and many
bird flight is hard, try putting that all great images can be obtained from
together to get on your camera at the around your home area, although
same time! This being said, it sure granted not many places in the UK
is sweet when it all comes together can you find wild Hippos or big mean
and you get the shot. The trouble is grizzly bears ...unless yourthinking of
that it is like playing golf and getting a
hole in one, it rarely happens. Even
when photographing other peoples of have to be awildlife detective of
birds in action with no distractions of sorts in order to find the wildlife in your
your own, it is still very hard to put all
together, more so for long-wing flights
which have amuch larger arena to
w o r k w i t h i n .

get close-up shots of birds etc., but is
best for static shots. My preference
is for agood quality digital SLR, with
the faster the frame shooting rate the
better. When matched with agood
300mm focal length lens Ifind it is a
perfect combination for getting those
exciting action shots.
At times, such as sitting at agrouse
lek, Iuse acamo blind to observe and
photograph an animal’s undisturbed
n a t u r a l b e h a v i o r b u t f o r s o m e

subjects there is little or no time to
set up and you must act quickly to

Irelish all wildlife photography but
it is widely accepted that birds in
flight is aparticular skill unto itself.
Tracking afast moving small object
like birds in flight pushes the limits
of both photographer and camera in
equal measures. All cameras require
contrast to work and grab focus. Even
with the very best of equipment, in
certain light conditions it is virtually
impossible and your “keeper rate”
will drop significantly. Iprefer to use
afast 300mm F2.8 lens for birds in

flight, although Ihave used both wide
angle and super-telephoto lenses for
different desired effects. As atip, go
to acity park or public place where
pigeons, gulls or ducks can be found
flying about and practice there.

your mother-in-law. Seriously though, b u t l e a r n t o
for true “wildlife photography” you sort

E d i t o r s n o t e :

Mark Wil l iams has supported The
Welsh Hawking Club for many
years with interesting articles and
stunning Photographs. More of
Mark’s remarkable photos are on his
webpage below. All Photographs are
copyright.
markwilliamsphotographer.com

Of course some of the easier shots
the hero shots of abird with game.

If your quick you can get the bird on
quarry and dogs in the picture before
the bird renders the prey to apile
of bloody feathers. Iprefer the bird
hooded pose when you can take abit
of time to set the scene.

a r e

Our wildlife has to endure everything
m o t h e r n a t u r e s t h r o w s a t i t a n d

l i k e w i s e s o m e d a y s o u r h a r s h
Canadian winter weather presents
conditions that keep all but the die¬
hard photographers at home. In order
to get some unique yet very natural
images you just have to roll with the
punches and Ihave taken some of my
more unique images crawling on my
belly in bitter frigid -25c temperatures
combined with 60km per hour blowing
snow that Iwould not have got if at
home sitting on the sofa. Of course
Iwould not have got frostbite either!
Photographing various subjects
in their natural environment often

requires taking extreme measures
can be seen in the photo of me

opposite photographing waterfowl.

■ j f - -
4

In this day and age of digital
photography everyone is able to get
good pictures even if they only rely locality or other areas you may travel

Learning about your subject,
their behavioral traits, where they
eat, sleep, breed etc., all adds to the

and instant confirmation and challenge and enjoyment and frankly

/ . . . j

seize an opportunity but yet move
slowly, so as to get close enough
without disturbing them. In spite of
this it is often possible to get close
to your subject when done the right
way and minimizing any pressure you
put upon the subject. These tactics
include subtle actions like no sudden

movements, not looking directly at the
subject and avoid making eye contact
(which can be interpreted as athreat),
and also taking periodical pauses to
gauge the subject’s reactions to your
approach and proximity. If Isense
tens ion Iwa i t and le t the sub jec t
relax before Imove again. The trick
is learning when you’ve reached the

‘ a u t o m o d e ’ ’ f u n c t i o n t o .o n t h e g r e e n
of their camera. The wait and cost
for image processing is no longer an
i s s u e

gratification of the shot is agreat is what distinguishes the ordinary
appeal to us all. This being said from the great photographers and
what sorts the men from the boys ultimately reflects in their results,
with wildlife photography is not only
knowing how to use your equipment Some of the equipment for good bird
but knowing your subject. This is
w h e r e a s f a l c o n e r s a n d h u n t e r s w e

photography is what we already use
for falconry. Irecommend agood pair
of binoculars and/or aspotting scope
for locating and identifying birds or
other wildlife. Digi-scoping. (using a

have the advantage. Most falconers
Iknow have agood understanding of
all wildlife and animal behavior. Being
self taught as aphotographer, I’d have digital camera to take photos through

a s

LiI
i

/a w i l d l i f eA n o t h e r e l e m e n t a s i . . .

to say my success in capturing agood aspotting scope is apopular way to

^̂ .'.0Iho Aiistrin^or
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excitement, that is the raison d’etre of Association and the 9Provincial
Falconry. This is the essence of what Clubs that form its membership, have
falconers dream to achieve through established an Apprenticeship and
years of daily involvement.

By Dr. Adrian Lombard
Pres iden t - I n te rna t i ona l Assoc ia t i on f o r

Falconry and the Conservation of Birds

of Prey

falconers, Britain with 2500 falconers
or the Czech Republic with 2500
falconers. Further recognition of
South African Falconry has been the
election of aSouth African Falconer to

the post of President of the lAF, itself a
full member of the lUCN. Thus South

African Falconers are represented
at the highest levels of Falconry and
C o n s e r v a t i o n .

be classified as follows:

a) Scientific Studies of w i l d
raptor populations,

b) Population surveys of wild
raptors -counts, surveys, nest
records, bird ringing,
c) Sent inel funct ion.

c e n t r a l E u r a s i a . I t i s u n c e r t a i n w h a t

birds were first used for falconry but
it is reasonable to suggest that they
were p robab ly the Saker Fa lcon
a n d t h e N o r t h e r n G o s h a w k .

Grading system. The consequence
is that the Hawk Husbandry and

The practice of Falconry fulfils the Falconry skills seen in South African
requirements for recognition as an Falconers are exemplary. One result
“Intangible Cultural Heritage” as the of this is that, in 2008, South Africa,
skills and knowledge required to with less than 150 active Falconers,
perform the Art, must be learned in the hosted the International Association
process of Master to Apprentice, and for Falconry and the Conservation of
cannot adequately be developed from Birds of Prey (lAF) Annual Assembly
books or film. In recognition of this, of Delegates. This is aprivilege
South African Falconers represented normally enjoyed by larger Falconry
by the South Af r ican Falconry nat ions such as the USA wi th 3500

T h u s

Falconry in South Africa has been
p r a c t i c e d s i n c e t h e l a t e 1 9 3 0 s .
Falconry can be seen as part of the
cultural heritage of South Africa with
its roots in Western Europe. As such
the style of Falconry pract iced in
S o u t h A f r i c a f o l l o w s t h a t o f W e s t e r n

Europe and North America but there
are some unique modifications to the
art, which have developed here.

these birds have avery long history
of domestication by man, almost as
long as the hound and probably as
long as the horse. Avariety of other
species have also been found to
adapt readily to falconry conditions.
Falconry is only possible because
those species suitable for the practice
accept domestication well and readily
associate with man, seeing him as

asset to their hunting and they
accept the association as long as
there is profit in that relationship. Any
falconer knows that when he cannot
provide ahunting “edge” for the hawk,

relationship breaks down and the
hawk is free to fend for itself,

hawks must be seen

d) Captive breeding -with or
without release programs.

Wild Raptor Managemente)
Programs

The South Afr ican Falconers are f) Veterinary aspects of Raptors
and Rehabilitation.

Involvement in Legislative
and Conservation Policy processes.

Involvement in land and prey-
species management

Education and outreach -
influence on the public, other
users and land managers.
The recognition of the falconers’ role
in raptor conservation is shown in
their involvement in the Bird of Prey
Working Group of The Endangered
Wildlife Trust, with whom they have a
Memorandum of Understanding.

cognizant of the importance of Animal
Welfare and good animal husbandry. 9)
which must be the foundation of
good falconry. The Code of Conduct
for Falconry has been lodged with
the Dept, of Agriculture. Provincial
Falconry Clubs have established
rules and regulations determining
the requirements for good hawk

i n c l u d e

h) a n

Falconry “Eth ic" .
The term “sport” implies acompetitive
and possibly frivolous pastime. For
this reason, Falconers prefer to term
their activity an “Art”. Falconry is an
all-consuming pastime that requires
passion and intuitive ability. Without
this, any aspirant practitioner must
fail. Hence its practice more closely
resembles c lass ica l a r t i s t i c ac t i v i t ies

like Music &Art and util izes ahigh
degree of craftsmanship, rather than
sporting activities, such as shooting or
playing rugby.

i)

r e s o u r c e

' i '

t h e
a n dhusbandry

inspections in their activities. SAFA
has anumber of qualified Veterinarian
members and also have anumber of
members qualified as Animal Welfare
Inspectors. Falconers are required
to sign an Ethical Hunting Form at
the annual SAFA Field Meet. This
is adeclaration, which incorporates
animal welfare aspects including the
principle of “five freedoms”.

m e w s/'T?

So, falconry
animals with along history of

domestication. They differ from other
domestic animals in that they were not

numbers, in captivity until

{>
a s

■ii%
‘Mi

bred in any

captive breeding became anecessity
of DDT in the

\rU ■
i ^ The Source of Falconry Birds.

There are in essence 3sources of
birds that may be used in Falconry.
All 3sources have particular “pros
and cons”. It is our belief that all 3

sources are legitimate and acceptable
and it is reasonable to require that all
t h ree sou rces rema in access ib l e t o
fa lconers .

These would include:

Birds harvested from the wild.

V

due to the ravages
late 1950s. This is not because the
technology for captive breeding did
exist. Indeed the first historical record
of captive breeding occurred in Japan

1500s and this was aNorthern
difficul t b i rd to

n o t

$Falconry is not a“competitive sport”.
I t i s n o t a c o m p e t i t i o n b e t w e e n
falconers or even of falconer versus

What allures the falconer is

f ' r

South African falconers are concerned
with the Conservation of birds of prey,
quarry species and of the natural
environment. Falconry is clearly a
sustainable use activity as envisaged
in the Convention on Biological
Diversity. As such, the very practice
of Falconry can be seen as promoting
the cause of conservation. Falconers

as agroup, have adisproportionate
v a l u e i n t h e c o n s e r v a t i o n e f f o r t .

This is exemplified by the variety of
a d d i t i o n a l c o n s e r v a t i o n a c t i v i t i e s i n

which they are involved. These can

in t he

Goshawk, believed a
breed. Not only was it not necessary

breed falconry birds in captivity prior
the latter part of the last century,
falconers have long realized that

: » ■ -

q u a r r y ,

the challenge of establishing aworking
relationship with an independent
c r e a t u r e t h a t i s b o t h a s u p r e m e

t o

t o1)JU/i

athlete and an apex predator. The
falconer strives to attain excellence
within the relationship, with the
knowledge of what can be done and a
dream to achieve beyond that. So, it
is that one flight in athousand, those
transient seconds, when the efforts of

t h e f a l c o n e r a n d t h e h a w k c o m b i n e t o

produce amoment of heart stopping

b u tBirds bred in captivity,
ob ta ined

2)
birds” are ideal candidates“ P a s s a g e

for falconry. Passage hawks are first
f o r3) B i r d s

r e h a b i l i t a t i o n .
birds that have left their nataly e a r

territory and are starting to fend for
themselves. They have developed

In order to understand the rationale
for this it is useful to consider abrief
history of the art of Falconry. Falconry
has existed for at least 4000 years
and has its origins in the plains of

I 'xn
flying and hunting skills and yet are
not set in their ways and readi ly
adapt to falconry training. They have

'f t .a' i t i
Harvesting aWild Black Sparrow Hawk

' A 'Iiu' AusUiugfi ’01 1
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the additional advantage of being
releasable at any point should they no
longer be required by their falconer. A
good example of this practice in South
Africa is the use of Passage banner
Falcons. These birds are commonly
hunting in the field with the falconer
within 2to 3weeks of capture. They
are readily releasable and are usually
completely wild within 3to 4days of
release. They are usually released
a f t e r 1 t o 2 s e a s o n s .

Never-the-less the advent of captive
b r e e d i n g h a s o p e n e d n e w d o o r s
for falconry, and, along with other
t e c h n o l o g i c a l a d v a n c e s s u c h a s
the use o f r ad i o - t e l eme t r y, have
i s s u e d i n a n e w G o l d e n A g e o f
Falconry. The standards of Falconry,
worldwide, have never been higher.
A n e s t i m a t e d 6 0 , 0 0 0 t o 1 0 0 , 0 0 0

f a l c o n e r s w o r l d w i d e i n w e l l o v e r 8 0

countries practice falconry.

falconer will be expected to run his
own dog in the field as this is seen as
part of the required skill.
B i r d s H a r v e s t e d f r o m t h e W i l d .

The wild harvest, required by falconers,
is very small and entirely sustainable.
It encourages the involvement of
f a l c o n e r s i n c o n s e r v a t i o n a n d i s

certainly in keeping with the concepts
of the Convention on Biological
Diversity,
advantages to this source of falconry
birds that may not be immediately
apparent:

A p p r e n t i c e
Aspirant Falconers must spend one
s e a s o n w i t h a B o r A G r a d e F a l c o n e r

as an Apprentice before they are
allowed to fly their own hawk. They
m u s t n o m i n a t e a n A o r B G r a d e

Falconer to act as their Mentor. At the

end of the season, with the approval
of the Mentor, the Apprentice must
undergo and oral and written exam.
He must a lso p resent h is Mews
and equipment for inspection by his
Provincial Club Grading Committee.
Once accep ted , he becomes aD
Grade or Apprentice Falconer and
remains in the responsibility of his
(or her) Mentor. Each subsequent
grading test (D to C, Cto Band Bto
A) is done with at least 2members of
the Grading Committee under hunting
conditions in the field. The Grading
f r o m B t o A i s d o n e a t t h e a n n u a l S A FA

Field Meet, with the SAFA Grading
Committee. At the Bto AGrading, the

harvested. What is unusual is that a10% harvest would probably have
the harvest of Raptors required by no significant impact. South African
falconers does not result in the killing Falconers do not require anything
of the resource and that the resource even approaching these numbers,
i s o f t en r e tu rned back t o t he w i l d .

of falconry within the reach of less
affluent members of society and
particularly young people whom we
wish to encourage.

The harvest required by falconers is Birds Produced Through Captive
very small. Good studies on raptor Breeding Projects.
populations from around the world Captive
exist to show the very high attrition encouraged to supply birds that
rate amongst immature raptors, the
pool from which falconers will source
their birds. Similarly an excellent
Environmental Impact Study has
recently been produced examining the

The access to aw i ld take i s

seen as aconsiderable privilege and
encourages compliance with the law
and good practice.

Wild taken birds are not private
property and remain the property of
the state. Thus they can readily be
confiscated from someone who is

failing to adequately care for them or
who is found to be breaking the laws
and rules that govern falconry. South
African falconers have agood record
of policing their own membership for
this reason.

3)

b r e e d i n g h a s b e e n

may not be readily available from
the wild. The Peregrine Falcon was

4)
T h e r e a r e o t h e r r e a l

believed to be rare and endangered
the access of Falconers to these

birds was severely limited,

impact of harvesting wild Peregrines are anumber of breeding projects
in the USA. This shows that a5% for African Peregrines around the

country that provide asupply of these

s o

T h e r e

B i r d s h a r v e s t e d f r o m t h e w i l d

are usually readily releasable back to
the wild when no longer required for
falconry. This reduces the number
of birds held in captivity and further
lessens any impact of the activity on
the wild populations.

I t d iscourages the t rad ing
i n b i r d s a s w i l d - t a k e n b i r d s a r e n o t

1)

harvest is entirely acceptable and that

5) T h e a c c e s s t o a h a r v e s t o f

wild raptors undoubtedly encourages
i n v o l v e m e n t o f F a l c o n e r s ’

involvement in Raptor Conservation.
The converse is also true. Were the
harvest be withdrawn, falconers would
be discouraged from monitoring raptor
nests as this may lay them open to
allegations of nest-robbing.

The principle of aharvest of
wild raptors is one that is accepted
widely internationally. It is permitted
in all North American countries.

2) t h e

saleable and it keeps the practice

6)

several Central and South American
c o u n t r i e s , a n d several European
countries and is accepted under the
Bern Convention with proviso, by
several middle-Eastern, central Asian
and Asian nations as well a s s e v e r a l

African nations. Countries that do
not permit awild harvest may do
for reasons of revolutionary politics,
conservation concerns or that no
“falconry ethic” exists within the

s o

country.

The principle of asustainable harvest
of anatural resource is not unusual

as many natural resources areBlack Sparrow Hawk Chick down from the tree Harvested Black Sparrow Hawk chick now relaxed in Falconers Home

IIk Aiistnnj’t'i' n
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S o u t h W a l e s repeat this day when we combine it
with an informal Family Day at the
same venue, and direction letters will
b e s e n t o u t .

birds for falconers. The surplus birds asource of birds that may not be
produced are released, by means of available for harvest in aparticular
“hacking” to the wild.
It has been established that there is,
indeed, astrong peregrine population harvest,
in South Africa and asmall sustainable 3)
harvest should be acceptable, to source the bird they require
Another incentive to captive breeding from the wild for practical reasons,
is the fear that the supply of birds Similarly acaptive bred bird may be
from the wild may be prevented and as acceptable or possibly preferable
this remains aconsiderable incentive

to this practice. It is also true that it is
easier to obtain abird from abreeder employed.

the application of falconry techniques
to help them regain fitness and enable
them to hunt.

In the Western Cape apprentice
falconers are required to start with an
appropriate rehabilitation bird before
qualifying to obtain awild-taken bird.

(Main Region)
Roger James (Regionai Chairman) Northern Regionprovince or where it is deemed that

the wild population may not sustain a N e i i M c C a n n

2012-2013 has been avery active
and successful period for the Region,
w i t h a n i n c r e a s e o f 5 n e w m e m b e r s

to date, and with an increase of 50%
attendance, and now this Region is
once again the most active one, as
there has been agreat deal of work
put in by the committee.

The monthly meetings were all well-
attended, and speakers such as Neil
F o r b e s ,

Nick Kester, and others were well
received with interest and respect by
t h e m e m b e r s . M e m b e r s t h e m s e l v e s

also contributed to the evenings by
giving talks, organising raffles and
auctions, and also quizzes.

N o t a l l f a l c o n e r s a r e a b l e The northern region has remained
static with the same loyal members
attending regularly, support ing the
raffle and turning up on field meets.
Although some meetings were alittle
sparse due to the large amount of rain
we had, but the brave showed up.

C o n c l u s i o n .

The concepts of Conservation, Animal
welfare and Animal Husbandry are
not new to Fa lconers . These are

areas where we have along history
of involvement. Similarly we have
ahistory of positive engagement
wi th conserva t ion au thor i t i es and

Non-governmental
organizations (NGOs). The practice
of Falconry is difficult, demanding
and time-consuming. The standards
achieved by the small number of
South African falconers are exemplary

internationally.
South African falconers have avery
reasonable expectat ion to have
their Art supported and encouraged

Conservation
Conservation NGOs and Animal
welfare NGOs. ■

to awild -taken bird depending on
the training techniques that may be

We managed 4rabbit days and 4
pheasant days and our group made
the best of it with most putting afew
rabbits and the odd pheasant in the
bag.

than to go through the often arduous
process of obtaining one from the
w i l d .

The Lantra Award modules have been

covered at every monthly meeting
by Ceri Griffiths (Griff), his son Griff
(honestly), and his stepson, Jamie,
and they have been presented in a
professional way from atheoretical
and practical way. Around 40 members
have enrolled on this and it is hoped
that they will all achieve passes.

Bi rds obta ined for Rehab i l i ta t ion
and Damage Causing Birds.

This These sources do provide some of the
serious concern to the Falconry birds used in Falconry and, indeed.

During the coming months we hope
t o a t t r a c t m o r e n e w m e m b e r s a s w e

have afu l l programme of events,
such as: Game Cookery demo by
June James, Ferret Handling and
Husbandry by Ian Warren, aTalk by a
local Vet, Mouse and/or Horse Racing,

Captive breeding raises the
specter of trading in raptors. c o n s e r v a t i o n

I S a

community, but one which we have
managed to avoid, as the breeder is
currently remunerated at alevel which
compensates him for the expenses the removal of Damage Causing Birds

where there is conflict with Pigeon

Falconers are very act ive in the

rehabilitation of injured and displaced
raptors. Falconers also assist with

This season we decided to put some
raised through raffleso f t h e m o n e y

etc. towards field meets and new
only afew guest speakers

invited at our monthly meetings.
incurred in the breeding project.
Other down sides of this practice racers and Poultry keepers.

aMicro-chipping night, another Quiz
night and another Auction, as well as
other speakers.

a n d recognized v e n u e s , s o

w e r e

(special thanks to Richard Jones,
Mike Coupe, Terry Large, Alan Gates
and thanks to Nigel for putting Alan up

We held a“Question &Answer" night,
with asmall panel of experienced
Falconers who offered advice and
information for some of the newer

members, and this prompted lots of
thoughts and discussion, but proved
to be very popular.

include the fact that Breeding Projects There is aserious problem with the
reliance on such birds as asource last year’sadditional birds to be held in F o l l o w i n g o n f r o m

successful Photography Competition
r e q u i r e

captivity and that captive bred birds of Falconry birds. Firstly there is the
may not be always readily releasable.

by A u t h o r i t i e s

element of serendipity, where there is we are having aCalendar Competition
(similar to the CountryFile one), where
members can submit some shots for

for the night).
no real certainty that asuitable birdThere remain good reasons to retain

In March we held our belated Xmascaptive breeding as the source of will be available, or that sufficient
numbers will be available. As already Dn Adr ian Lombard an 18 month calendar.some falconry birds: party, which raised

£200.00 thanks to our members
few items along to be

The experience in captive discussed aFalconer needs to
select the appropriate bird for his

1) o v e r

bringing a
auctioned on the night. We pushed
hard to raise the funds with Jeff
Cockle (many thanks) at the helm as

The annual Field Meet at Llangollen
was agreat success due in the main

to Neil McCann, who Iknow from
personal experience had to put in a
lot of work to get it right!

On the Field Meet side we are to
organise some small local days on

shoots in the area, and it is

breeding has been invaluable in
w o r l d w i d e . circumstances as well as the style ofprojectsres to ra t ion

Falconers have been involved in the falconry that he wishes to practice. v a r i o u s

hoped that more members from the
Main Region will attend the annual
Meet in North Wales next season.

Falconry requires the investment ofrestoration of the North American
M a u r i t i u s Kes t re l an enormous amount o f t ime and auct ioneer.Peregrine, the

and the Red Kite to name afew. effort, spread over years, to achieve June and Ioffered the use of our
Hunting Lodge for any local activities
and this was taken up by Hugh Kirby
who organised adog training day
which was great fun, and those who
attended said that they and their dogs
had learned alot from it. There were a
few members who missed-out as they
got “lost in the wilderness”! It is hoped
in September this year we will

For this coming season our region
will be attending another new venue
with plenty of game to fly. so lets hope
the weather holds out, and the rabbits
bolt and the spades stay in the cars!!!
N e i l M c C a n n

Whilst there is currently no need for the excellence that is the objective
I t i s n o t r e a s o n a b l e t o Although we missed out on attending

some of the local shows last year, we
should be at more of them this year
and it would be great If members
attend to give their support to promote
the club which Ihope will have agreat
year in all it’s Regions.

Roger James

restorationprojectshere.SouthAfrican of the art.
limit falconers to Inappropriate andFalconers are currently involved in a

project to gain experience in breeding probably damaged birds.
This having been said, rehabilitationthe endangered Taita falcon. We

currently have experience in the and damage-causing birds are a
breeding of at least 10 indigenous potential source of birds, and, as
raptor species. such, are utilized by Falconers. Many

Captive breeding provides rehabilitation birds are released after2)
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Machynlleth SY20 8DG (Mid-Wales)

NEW BOOKS ON FALCONRY &RAPTORS
FALCONRY PRINCIPLES &PRACTICE. Roger Upton. Hbk. ..£19.95
THE HARRIS’S HAWK REVOLUTION. Jennifer &Tom
Coulson. Hbk
THE FLYING OF FALCONS. Pitcher &Velarde. Hbk.

HIGH-FLYING GYRFALCONS. Hardaswick &Christopher. Hbk. ...£50.00
KAI: IlAWKING IN BRITAIN WITH AREDTAIL, TBotril. Hbk, .,.£19.95

£ 2 5 . 0 0

HAWKING &FALCONRY FOR BEGINNERS. A. Hallgarlli. Hbk £19.95
HOOD. LEASH &LURE. Roger Upton. Hbk
COMPLETE RABBIT &HARE HAWK. Martin Hollinshcad. Hbk.
HAWKING GROUND QUARRY. M. Hollinshcad. Hbk
ARAB FALCONRY. Second Edition. Roger Upton. Hbk
GYR FALCONS OF THE KINGS. Frank Wenzel. Pbk
AYOUNG FALCONER’S WALKABOUT. Lawrence Crowley. Hbk...
HUNTING WITH HARRIS HAWKS. Bob Dalton. Pbk
HUNTING WITH APLOMADO FALCONS. Bob Dalton. Pbk
EAGLE FALCONRY; APERSONAL PERSPECTIVE.
David Fox. Signed Hbk

Tel; 01654 702837 www.anglebooks.coni ordersy anglebooks.com

B A R G A I N - P R I C E D F A L C O N R Y B O O K S
FALCONRY &HAWKING. Phillip Glasier. New Hbk. (£35.00) £20.00
UNDERSTANDING THE BIRD OF PREY. Dr N ick Fox . Hbk .

(£43.50)
PRACTICAL FALCONRY, James McKay. Hbk. (£19.95)
THE MODERN FALCONER. D. Dumian-Walters. Hbk. (£19.95) ..£9.95
JEMIMA PARRY-JONES' FALCONRY; CARE. CAPTIVE
BREEDING &CONSERVATION. Pbk. (£12.99)
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF FALCONRY. Adrian Walker. Hbk. (£39.95). £19.95
AMIXED BAG. Martin Hollinshead. Pbk. (£12.95)
E A G L E D R E A M S : S E A R C H I N G F O R L E G E N D S I N W I L D

MONGOLIA. Stephen Bodio. Hbk. (£15.99)
M U S I N G S O F A N A F G H A N F A L C O N E R .

Sirdar Mohamed Osman. Hbk. (£30) £9.95 Pbk. (£18)
THE HUNTING FALCON, Bruce Haak. Hbk. (£22.95)
G O S H A W K : M E M O R I E S O F A S PA N I S H G O S H A W K E R .

Pareja-Obregon. Hbk. (£50.00)
Y2K FALCONRY. Pete Smith. Hbk. (£40)

Essex Region t h a t b o t h n e w ‘ m e m b e r s ’ w i l l s e r v e

t h e i r m a s t e r s w e l l .
I am wr i t i ng t h i s as t he ou tgo ing
secretary of the Essex region and as
Ihave stepped down the situation will
b e c o m e v a c a n t .

P e t e D a w s o n
£ 6 5 . 0 0

£ 8 5 . 0 0
£ 3 0 . 0 0

, . £ 7 . 9 5The birds of choice for region
members continue to be Harris hawks
a n d G o s h a w k s w i t h s o m e m e m b e r s

also choosing to have aSparrow
hawk for alternative sport.

Areduced number of ‘Essex boys’, all
flying Goshawks, attended the three
day meet in Wales and once again
enjoyed the sport and venues sorted
out by Neii McCann.

Ps. Iapologise in advance for any
spe l l i ng m is takes o r g rammat i ca l
errors in this or previous regional
reports. Iam of course, like everyone
else, only human!
P e t e D a w s o n

DIRT HAWKING. Joe Roy III. Hbk. £ 7 . 9 5

£ 3 0 . 0 0

, .£25 .00

£ 1 9 . 9 5

£ 2 5 . 0 0

£ 1 8 . 9 5

,. .£25.00

£12.95

. .£12 .95

£ 5 . 9 5

Our regions club nights still are being
held at the popular venue ‘Straws’ in
Colchester and our thanks go to our
host, ex WHC member, Mick Young
for allowing us to hold our meetings
there. Our meetings are usually well
attended and are always held on
informal basis with the mix of good
advice and friendly banter.
Mick, for those of you who know him,
continues to fly abird and has also
kindly hosted field meets on land
that he has permission on which has
provided members with good sport.

£ 9 . 9 5
The Essex region has attended field
meetings this year at popular venues
in Essex. Those attending have been
fortunate to enjoy practising their
sport at outstanding venues with the
continued support of the landowners
a n d k e e p e r s . O f p a r t i c u l a r n o t e
was the unusua l quar ry tha t was
bagged by Steve Faulkener’s female
Harris Hawk during afield meet at
Brightlingsea, Essex. It is not every
day that you can add aMuntjac deer
to your list of species caught.

£ 5 . 9 5

£ 9 . 9 5

£ 2 5 . 0 0

£ 2 5 . 0 0£ 3 5 . 0 0
a n T h e P E R E G R I N EI m p r i n t

A c C I P f T E R I IThe Taming F h l c o n

RONALD STEVENS New hbk editions
THE TAMING OF GENGHIS
OBSERVATIONS ON MODERN FALCONRY. £25.00
laggard
ALIFE WITH BIRDS.

of Genghis

£ 2 5 . 0 0

£25 .00
£ 2 5 . 0 0

Obituary JACK MAVROGORDATO -
The complete works
AFALCON IN THE FIELD,
AHAWK FOR THE BUSH
&BEHIND THE SCENES.

Three volumes

To John Fairclough agreat
f a l c o n e r a n d c h a r a c t e r

John Fairclough was loved by many,
and many have partied with him till
daybreak. His love for life and good
times was legendary. To me he was

generous, hospitable and knowledgeable
of his great passion falconry.

Every year he made the pilgrimage to the
moors of Scotland accompanied by

friends and family.
If Iwas stuck for aday's Grouse hawking

in Scotland John would oblige.
John phoned me one day and said,
"Do you want to rent aGrouse moor

in Rannoch as there are few mountain
roads and my legs are not up to it?”

John introduced me to the owner and
Ihawked there for two seasons.

Although John was atrue BFC Committee
member for many years, he never turned
his back on any falconer in any club and

that is one of the reasons so many
falconers respected him.

I r e m e m b e r w h e n

he came to Dougie Morgan’s funeral
(our esteemed past President) in respect

for Dougie and for our club. John will
be remembered in falconry for his

love of good times. He "Led the life".

Dave Jones, Commit tee, members
and friends of The Welsh Hawking Club

i V
The thanks of the region go out to
the landowners and keepers for their
continued support of field sports.
Ady Watson has taken over the
responsibility of organising regional
field meets from Stuart Byers and I
am sure the region would like to thank
Stuart for his past efforts and also say
thanks to Ady for taking on this role.

u

The region has lost astalwart member
in Andy Hu lme who fo r

reasons decided to give up the
treasurer’s role at regional level but
has also left the WHC. He has recently
moved home and Iam sure that the
regions members wish him well in his
new home and future endeavours.

p e r s o n a l £ 1 1 0 . 0 0

raptor management &ECOLOGY
UNDERSTANDING OWLS. Jemima Parry-Jones. Pbk
IMPRINT ACCIPITER II. Michael McDermott. Hbk

behavioral PROBLEMS; DIAGNOSIS

LIMITED EDITION FALCONRY BOOKS
BIBLIOTHECAACCIPITRARIA II. John Swift. Hbk
1000 YEARS OF FALCONRY. Kenyon Gibson. Hbk
falconry in literature. David Horobin. Hbk
THE LOO FALCONRY, Van de Wall. Hbk
DUCK HAWKING. Joe Roy III. Hbk
REMINISCENCESOFAFALCONER. MajorC.H. Fisher. Hbk £19.95

£ 2 5 . 0 0

£ 1 5 . 9 9

£ 4 0 . 0 0
£ 1 0 0 . 0 0

£ 1 2 5 . 0 0

. . £ 2 9 . 9 5

. . £ 6 0 . 0 0

, . £ 2 9 . 9 5

a c c i p i t r i n e
treatment. Michael McDemiott. 

RAPTOR MANAGEMENT &REHABILITATION
£ 2 9 . 9 5

£ 5 0 . 0 0

C A P T I V E
Naisbilt Holz. Hbk

CAPTIVITY: GUIDELINES FOR CARLFALCONRY. Gilbert Blaine. Hbk R A P TO R S I N
MANAGEMENT. Lori M.S. AreiU. Hbk.MANAObM ^̂ aĵ aGEMENT TECHNIQUES,

£ 2 9 . 9 5

£ 2 9 . 9 5Stuart Byers has taken
the regions treasurer and will be
responsible for spending the club’s
money wisely and making the sums
add up.

New members have joined the region
and they are most welcome as
any newcomers to our sport.

o v e r a sDuring the past year along time
the reg ion , S teve

LAST WOLF HAWKER: THE EAGLE FALCONRY
OF FRIEDRICH REMMLER. Martin Hollinshcad. Hbk
GERMAN EAGLE. FRITZ LOGES: MASTER FALCONER.
Marlin Hollinshcad. Hbk
hunting EAGLE. Martin Hollinshead, Hbk
LATHAM SFALCONRY. With aseparate Cominenlary Volume
by David Horobin. Two volumes in slip
TRAINING THE SHORT-WINGED HAWK: AN ELIZABETHAN
PERSPECTIVE. Derry Argue. Hbk.
TREATISE OF MODERN FALCONRY. James Campbell, llbk,.£5(),(M)

A N D

RAPTOR RESEARCH AND£ 3 0 . 0 0o fm e m b e r

Vaughan, unexpectedly lost his four
legged hawking companions and has
brought on anew charge to enable
him to ‘serve ‘his bird with the quarry

Bird &others. Pbk...
CAPTIVE RAPTOR
Naisbitl &Holz. Hbk
THE PERECiRINE
GYRFALCON. Emma Ford. Hbk

OYRFALCON. Potapov &Sale. Hbk, (£50.00)
the world. Konig &Weick. Hbk

MANAGEMENT &REHABIL.nAl ION.£ 3 0 . 0 0

£ 3 5 . 0 0
£ 2 9 . 9 5

●FALCON. Derek RatclilTe. Hbk. (£45 (H)) £20.00
£ 6 5 . 0 0

£ 2 0 . 0 0

£ 5 0 . 0 0

. £ 9 9 5

£ 1 4 5 , 0 0c a s e

T H Ea r e
i t n e e d s . o w l s o f

THE prairie falcon. Anderson «& Squires. Pbk
£ 2 4 . 9 5

Likewise Ady Watson has introduced
anew four-legged companion to his
team in order to allow his long time
hawking companion ‘Pip’ to enjoy a
w e l l - e a r n e d r e t i r e m e n t ! 1 a m c e r t a i n

g o s h a w k
c.oi) ik«oe vou trptiMAL

K C V O L U T I O N

I w o u l d l i k e t o w i s h a l l o f t h o s e

members breeding birds this year
every success and hope that the birds
moult out well and remain healthy.

A

● l>Vr ● r f ^L

Owr <S()0 hooks on falconry and raplors. ohl new. arc lisicd on oin‘ \wh.\iic
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F a l c o n r y D i s p l a y s c o n t i n u e d .F a l c o n f o t D i s p l a y s

By Bryan Paterson can make it difficult to get the bird’s
Firstly remember the old saying, “You appetite right at just the right time

Falconry Displays, love um or hate don’t get asecond chance to make Ashow program usually says Falconry
agood first impression.” which is so Display. This seems to wind up the

Display for me? The picture shows ayoung boy enjoying an experience at afalconry display which will probably stay with him
for the rest of his life and who knows, perhaps he will become afalconer and help to take the sport forward
in to t he f u tu re .

u m .

After speaking to and listening true. When 1approach the weathering ‘purists”. Perhaps it would be more
to “falconers" it would seem that area at ashow (which Imust admit Iacceptable if it was referred to as a
most are not particularly keen on don’t do very often) 1want to see the Birds of Prey display but most of us
commercial displays. However, their birds protected from the elements, presenting displays fly and talk about
first introduction to falconry was After all they have no choice where Owls, which are technical ly not a
probably watching aFalconry Display they are sitting. Then Iwant to see BOP, so where do we go from there?

them on appropriate perches for thea t t h e i r l o c a l s h o w.

Falconry Displays of course fall into particular species but Ialso realise
I, and many other members have
represented the WHO at many country

the good and the bad. The good, that occasionally that may not be fairs including the CLA (the largest,
possible so Iknow if that happens Iwhich the WHC have displayed at for
will be asking someone on the stand

some may say, portraying falconry as
an age-old method of supplying food
for the table. However, that takes abit

many years and still do today.) My
aquestion. Iwant to see someone first being at Tatton Park in Cheshire

of justifying these days to the general on the stand watching the birds and in 1981. The falconry display was
public, as we do not need to hunt being prepared to answer questions; sponsored by Peter Dominic who

some of you may remember as wine
merchants. They were introducing a
new drink called Malibu. What they did
not know was that most of the drink
on the stand would be consumed
by members of the WHC who were
welcomed onto their exhibition stand
-bad move. Icould mention afew (a
lot) of those members but being the
gentleman that I

that’s what they are there for. Iwant tofor our food so they see falconry as

asport where apredator is matched see the birds in good feather, or again
against its prey, (a bit like bear baiting Iwill ask the question and not expect
some might say,) the bad showing to be told that they are clumsy and
falconry as agimmicky method of that the feathers will be replaced when
making money.

Ican remember (just about) being have the opportunity to drink if they
taken by my father, agamekeeper, want to or alternatively Iwant to see a

they moult. Iwant to see that the birds

and his boss to the CLA Game Fair at sign explaining why there is no water
Harewood House. Iwould have been available. Iwant to see signs that tell
about ten years old. Ican remember me what Iam looking at and Iwant

the car having to be stopped on the to see the people representing the This
way because Iwas travelsick. Ican display not necessarily in breaks

Iwill not. Sadly
some of them are no longer with us.

-a r t i c le has been wr i t t en over

a m

o r
several late nights and following the
consumption of copious quantities of
the amber nectar but it has pleasantly
revived many memories which have
not been forgotten but stored in my

to be recalled

also remember being taken into the plus fours but dressed appropriately,
falconry area. There were Hawks Ialso realise that the general public
and Falcons outside under the trees (who the display Is there to entertain)
on the weathering and inside the tent would not ask the same questions,
there was atelevision screen with The They would be more concerned about

Falcon Gentle being shown; afilm Ithe bird’s welfare, and that they are following arequest from afriend. ■
have seen many times since. There tethered.

memory, only n o w

back in its travel box and drove over
to the other side of the estate to meet

Over the past fifteen years or more Idownright rude!
have been organising field meets for On the field meet,
the Welsh Hawking Club’s Northern On the first day Iwas asked whythem.
Region, and, for the last few years, couldn’t Ihave booked ahawking dayI decidedto bring my dog outand
the annual Welsh Hawking Club when it was not so windy, or raining?walk withthem but they said could I
three-day field meet. This has had Another day agroup called me andkeep thedog in the car. Isaid“No,
its high and low points, with manysaid there was not much game aboutjust keepa little distance from
hours spent driving hundreds of miles
across North Wales to meet various

were people inside the tent talking. As for the flying itself; Iwant to see
If only Ihad known who they were, the birds perform as Iknow they are
probably some of the people who Iable to, not sitting on aconvenient
would one day have the privilege to perch ignoring their handler who is
meet, hear stories about, read their trying to make some excuse for their
books, hold in high esteem and today
be able to

m e .

b e h a v i o u r w h e n I , a n d o t h e r s k n o w

say that some of them it’s down to bad management. After
saying that, timings at some shows do

makes agood Falconry get changed at the last minute, which

and they had walked the estate for We walked back over the ground
hours and hardly had aslip! (The they had just covered, and within a
group had no dog!) They were hundred yards Igot apoint not

one pheasant but two hen birds at the

became my friends
S o w h a t landowners and gamekeepers, some

pleasant and some aggressive or complaining bitterly so Iput my hawk
o n

IIk- Austrinyer ’ 0 1 ^



T h e J o v s o f b e i n g a F i e l d O f fi c e r , c o n t i n u e d . A S A D E N D T O T H E A N N U A L F I E L D E V E N T 2 0 1 2
A

base of afallen tree. 1pulled the dog
away and they got their first kill. While
Iwa i ted fo r the b i rd to be re t r ieved ,

the dog also flushed arabbit! Istayed
with the group for over two hours and
apart from one person whose hawk
was overweight everyone ki l led a
pheasant!
The same day afalconer who had
come to his first field meeting and
caught his first pheasant in agroup
bought me abeer, Hooray! He was
well pleased. But the next morning
he weighed his hawk and it was well
overweight. He had fed it too much
on the kill, and said Ishould have told
him the night before that it would be
overweight and could Igive him his
money back for the next two days of
t h e m e e t !

The hunting venues are booked by
the end of May and it’s agamble how
many venues to book: too many and
the club has abig shortfall on cash,
too few venues means bigger groups
and not as many slips each, resulting
in more moans.

Afew seasons ago ail our hunting
venues were booked, or so Ithought.
Iwas in Scotland catching afew
bunnies with some fr iends, when
Igot acall from akeeper to say he
had cancelled our booking for next
week! He said the money for atwo-
day shoot (£ 3500 aday from some
m e r c h a n t ' a n k e r s ) c o u l d n o t b e

turned away! So, Ihad six days to find
another venue and Iwas 400 miles

away. Thankfully agood mate, who
Ilooked after with avery expensive
bottle of alcohol and afree night out,
got me out of the s"*e and the three-
day meet was back on track.
Over the last few years as money has
become tighter, the shooting fraternity
has become alittle less negative
towards falconry and gamekeepers

will l isten to our requirements, so
we don’t travel as far to our hunting
venues as in previous years.
The Welsh Hawking Club has hawked
on many hunting and shooting estates
throughout its history. I, as field officer,
have hawked wi th many d i f ferent
people in the club who have caught
many different types of quarry, some
for the first time.

Some keepers show our falconry
group plenty of game and others
wil l walk us around on the outer

boundaries, dogging-in and seeing
very l i tt le game for hours -with a
sudden rush of quarry towards the
end of the day when most people will
get akill or two.
There can also be afalconer’s hawk
that has gone into the keeper’s inner
sanctum (the pheasant pen) following
apheasant. Then when Iget home
my phone rings and Iget an ear¬
bashing from the keeper who has
found pheasant feathers against the
pen fence.

Afew seasons ago two long-wing
falconers and afew spectators joined
our goshawk group, as there weren’t
enough of them to form their own
group. The falconer’s did not want to

fly before noon so we agreed to fly
the goshawks first. All went well, then
came the falconers turn to fly. With his
dog on point the falconer then wanted
another dog to back-up the point. He
then looked at his watch and said
perhaps it was abit early to fly. After
afew well-chosen words from the
group he decided he would fly so he
held the falcon up, walked towards
the two dogs, spooked the pheasant
and the falcon chased the quarry like
ahawk! The group watched all this in
a m a z e m e n t a s t h e f a l c o n l a n d e d i n

atree two hundred yards away. The
falconer got his telemetry out to look for

h i s l o s t b i r d . H e w a s t o l d t h e b i r d w a s

in the tree but he was adamant it was

in the opposite direction. He went off
to retrieve his falcon and as he walked

out over the cover crop he stopped to
say he had dropped his glove; so we
all got in aline and walked through the
cover to find it. After we had searched

for fifteen minutes and flushed out all
of the game, he came back with his
falcon and his glove (which he had put
in his hawking bag and then forgotten
to radio the group to tell them to stop
looking). The keeper was not amused
as this was where we were supposed
to spend the rest of the day hawking!
Over the years hawking venues
have come and gone but not many
members realise how difficult it is, not
just to find avenue, but alocal venue
with enough game to cater for falcons,
Harris hawks and goshawks. We need
hedgerows, ponds, copses, woods
and enough land to sustain the group
for the day at aprice we’re prepared
to pay (as the shooting fraternity pays
alot more than us!)
Iwas once told, when I’d had abad
day out hawking, it’s agood day
when you come back with your hawk
and dog, its abonus if you catch
something!!!!!!! Happy hawking. ■
N e i l M c C a n n

and headed into the large garden
of ahouse in the very far corner of
the field, and as she did crows went

everywhere.
Now, Cesha had caught sitting crows
in the past, so Ithought that must be
what she had spotted. Imade my
way to the garden. Icouldn’t see her
anywhere but Icould hear her bells.
The crows were still squawking and
there was another alarm call mixed
in as well. It was chickens! Ithought,
“Oh hell there are chickens loose in

By David Sharman height of the tree, Imade after her
and quickly got her back on the fist.
Noticing, on my way, that the chickens
were all well fenced and covered.

As time passed and the morning
moved on, Cesha switched on. Icould
see she was now ready for her lunch,
or maybe she just wanted some of the
action after watching David’s male
Harris all morning.
After two rabbits had outwitted Cesha
with fantastic brakes and anatural
knack for acute handbrake turns, I
knew that the next flight had to be the

Day two of the 2012 annual field
meet started with high hopes despite
having nothing in the bag from the first
day. The day was to be spent rabbit
hawking near Denbigh with fellow
South Wales Region member David
Barber. With only two of us in our
group that day we were both hoping
to see some good flights and maybe
just catch something.
Cesha, my 4-year-old female Harris,
was sulking abit that morning. Ithink
the 4-hour drive on the previous
d a y a n d h e r n u m e r o u s m i s s e d
Opportunities had taken their toll.

As we walked to the hunting ground
with the keeper Iasked my usual
questions: Are there any electricity
masts and are there any chicken
close by? The overhead cables were
pointed out as we walked past and I
was told that there were chickens up
in the far corner but not to worry, they
were all safely under cover.
We made our way down to the far end
of the hunting ground and the keeper
began working the ferrets. In no time
rabbits were bolting across the open
field to the parallel hedge line on the
other s ide o f the fie ld . Dav id and I

were taking it in turns to fly from the

this garden!”
Isaw aman in the garden and

approached him to ask if he had seen
my hawk. As Idid he started shouting
and telling me that he had warned

the day before what he would
do if Icame near his house again. I
tried to explain that Ihad never been
there before. Then Inoticed he had
astick in his hand and was waving it
about and swiping at abush behind

steel bin. Ijust knew
behind that bin and I

o n e .

Arabbit bolted from my side of the
hedge and it was my slip. Cesha was
hot on its tail as the rabbit threw a
U-turn and headed back to the hedge
from where it came. At this point I
thought the flight was over, but Cesha
made the turn and was hot on its tail
again. Iexpected the rabbit to go to
ground back in the same hedge, but
the ferret must have had that escape
route covered so the rabbit ran
straight through the hedge and Cesha
followed into the next field. She really
wanted this one. The rabbit made
another acute turn but she kept with
it, then another but still she was hot on
its tail. As the rabbit went to ground in
the next parallel hedge, Cesha pulled

onto the top of the hedge. Although
she had missed the rabbit, it was an
excellent flight and she had really
t r i e d h a r d .

Ilet her sit there on the top of the
hedge for awhile, believing that as

she caught her breath she

m e

agalvanised
C e s h a w a s

asked if Icould come and pick her up.
refused, and ranted about how he

before, waving the
H e

had warned me
sick in my direction.

and didn’tAs Iwas getting nowhere
particularly want apunch on the nose,

her there and IIcalled to him, “Leave
will go around the >-
her out of your garden.

other side and call
fi s t . u p Just leave her
Cesha just sat there! Iknew she was
thinking, “If you think I’m chasing that,
this time of the morning, you’ve got
another thing coming!” About 3slips
later the gamekeeper said politely, “I’m

she will warm up this afternoon.”

there ! ”

Iheaded
of the garden
and call Cesha -nothing, no bells,
nothing! At this point the telemetry

already out. Ihad astrong signal

off around to the other side
and started to whistle

s o o n a s

would make her way back. However,
all of asudden she headed off into

s u r e

As we moved up the hedge we came
to alarge tree; so Iput Cesha in the
tree to see if she would prefer to hunt
from there. She decided to fly towards
the corner where Iknew the chickens

w a s

but Ijust couldn’t see her, Isearch
for what seemed an age completelythe corner towards the chicken coop.

Knowing that the chickens were safe
under cover Ibegan to follow her, but
she didn’t stop there. After the first
few hundred yards she continued

dumfounded why Ihad such astrong
signal but could not find her. All the
time the man was in the garden behind
the trees. Icalled to him asking if he

Knowing that she had most
likely spotted the chickens from the

I w e r e .
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the estuary, and into the mangroves,
we immediately started to see Osprey,
avariety of Kites, and both immature
and mature B lack Hawks . Aga in ,
Roads ide hawks were abundant , and

had seen the bird. He ignored me and me that they had spoken to the
Icarried on my search. Imoved away man and he confirmed that he had
from the house and worked my way deliberately killed the bird by shooting
back again. The signal told me she it with an air rifle. This was later
w a s t h e r e .

detail of the incident, Ican’t prove
that he did not have “lawful excuse”,
so they will not take the matter any
f u r t h e r .

Idid consider taking further action via
the civil courts, or privately, taking it to
the magistrate’s court, but on balance
Ijust wanted to put things behind me
and move on.

My biggest regret is that Ishould
have risked apunch on the nose
from the guy and just walked into his
garden and picked up Cesha before
he decided to go back into his house,
collect the air rifle and shoot her.

Alternatively, if Ihad thought to take
out my mobile phone and film the
guy, Iwould, at least, have had some
evidence of the man’s actions to show

the police.
I ’d l ike to thank al l the club members

that supported me during this time.
Thank you ■

confirmed by the vet as the cause of
we were surprised at the number of
raptors that were seen just cruising
the river. Before we had traveled even

amile up the river, we saw the first
Peregrine: an adult female perched
in atree with her foot up. We went in
for acloser look, and the bird just sat
there turning her head upside down
for abetter look. As we backed the
boat away she looked toward agroup

Maybe she had caught something death,
and dragged it into the undergrowth? 1The police told me that no further action
started pulling the undergrowth apart, would be taken, as no crime had been
Ifound what looked like acompost committed. The man was entitled to
heap in the hedge and 1pulled it shoot the bird as it was attacking his
apart. The telemetry signal was now chickens. Despite explaining to the
as strong as it could get. p o l i c e t h a t t h e m a n h a d e v e r y c h a n c e
There she was, under the compost to allow me to pick up Cesha before
heap. Ipicked her up, her head she had achance to kill his chickens
flopped to the side and immediately Iand that there was no need for him
k n e w s h e w a s d e a d . of Orange browed Parakeets crossingto go and get agun and shoot her.
At this point Ithink Iwent into shock, they still wouldn’t take any action. In
Icradled her and walked back to the the days and weeks following this I
Car. Iknew the man in the house must made acomplaint to the police. They
have killed her, and assumed he had stuck with their decision and to date
k i l l ed he r w i th the s t i ck he had been Nor th Wa les Po l i ce have re fused to

the river, but showed little interest, as
she appeared to have afull crop. We
encountered Peregrines for the rest of
the day, all of them much less than a

and sometimes two birds

David Jones, Craig Hendee and fact that we had achance to identify
the migration destination of some
o f o u r A m e r i c a n b i r d s s h o u l d b e o f

great importance, and aplan was
devised with Roy, and Dave Jones, of
the Welsh Hawking Club to go to El
Salvador and take alook.

R i c a r d o P e r e z

By Craig Hendee
President, Great Lakes Falconers
A s s o c i a t i o n

My trip to Central America started
out as several conversations with
Roy Beers, the lAF delegate from
El Salvador. We were talking about
the Peregrine migration in I l l inois
a n d e l s e w h e r e , a n d R o y a d d e d
that he had seen large numbers of

Peregrines in the tidal estuaries of El
Salvador and the mangroves, as well

on the beaches near the estuaries
and rivers from October thru March. In
addition, he noted that several birds

wearing the wide silver band

mile apart:
roosting together. All of the birds in

adults anddo anything about the incident.
In short, the police are saying that the
man had “lawful excuse", and as there

waving about.
The police were called and the
incident was reported.
The following day the police updated were no independent witnesses to the

the mangrove area were
lack of immature birds in that area

indicate that the adults
t h e

Dave and Imanaged to get on the
same fl ight f rom Houston to San

Salvador, even though Dave’s flight
from Gatwick was very late. As usual,
the flight going to El Salvador was also
conveniently late, and Dave was the
last passenger to board, although
we later discovered, his bags weren’t
as lucky. Arriving very late at night
headed for the Pacific coastal area of
Costa del Sol to start looking for birds
the next morning.

seemed to
did not allow the first year birds on
the river. This feeling was further
reinforced for the next three days as

the immatures on

D a v i d S h a r m a n

A . S . I N C U I m

Tine f * r ‘ o f ' e s s i o n £ « l constantly saw
tidal estuary

more people

w e
i v ~ > c i _ t b . a t : o r P a s s o u P - s o l c f t r P i e where there

but also agood
t h e m a mr a n g e

A . B . i n c u b a t o r s s i n c e i t s d e b u t i n . 2 0 0 1 ,
serious breeders vi^iii a l i t t l e e > c t r a f o r t b e r i g b t
e c f u i r : > m e n t ,
c P i i c i c s s o o n o f f s e t t P i e i r w i t : § & t c o s t s i n v o l v e d -

a s w e r e

prey base. We sawthe same immature
Tundra female on three consecutive

a s
t f - a e b i g b e r b a t c b r a t e s a n d s t r o n g e r

, w e

10 and 10:30 am in theT t i & r v t K S t s c a s t s a c fi g i t a l m o r

t e m p e r a t u r e c o n t r o l l e r w J t t n e n i o f - i e r e o c
accuracy of a n c # a l e r m s t o
war»T of t e m p e r a t u r e c o n c U t i o n s .
T l n e l - H - i m i d i t y c o n t r o l i s a c c u r a t e t o
b e t t e r t b a r i 2 % R H a n d u t i / i z e s a o
e x t e r n a l w a t e r s u p p / y t o e l i m i n a t e
c o n t a m i n a t i o n . T i n e t u r n i n g r e g i m e i s
t > a s e d o n a n a g g r e s s i v e t u r n m o t i o n
s b o w n t o p r o m o t e r a p i d c b i c k
d e \ / e l o p m e n t i n t i n e fi r s t T O d a y s o f
i n c u b a t i o n , t b e f r e q u e n c y c a n

days between
same spot, and observed her knock

sized unidentified
w e r e

that would indicate that they had been
banded somewhere in the United
States. Any information such as this

down amedium
shorebird. pick it up out of the water

then fly heavily (skimming the

I

We didn’t have to go far to see birds
as we viewed aRoadside Hawk in the

front of our house the next morning
and later saw afew more while driving.
Black and Turkey Vultures seemed to
be always present no matter where
we went, and we saw flocks of several
hundred moving north accompanied
by Swainson’s hawks. As we traveled
by boat out of the inhabited area of

a n d

water several times) to the other side
of the main basin finally losing sight
of her about %of amile across the

always perks up my ears, and Iasked
Roy if he had passed this information

to the lAF or the Peregrine Fund.
He said that he had, and had also
told anumber of people about these
wintering birds at the recent NAFA

but no one seemed to pay

o n

water. Later in the day, while heading
to asmall market, we saw aPeregrine
flying across the road, and watched it
land on acell phone tower next to the
parking lot that was our destination.

b e p r o g r a m m e d i n d i x ^ i s i o n s
o f T O m i n o t e s a l l o \ ^ i n g f r o m
T t o 1 4 - < 1 t u r n s f j e r 2 ^ n o o r s .
T n e a n g l e o f t u r n c a n a l s o
t o e r e g o l a t e O t o a l l o \ r ^ t r i e
t u r n i n g o f l a r g e o r s m a l l
e g g s t t o r o u g t o I S O " o n t r i e

. 1

4

m e e t s

much attention to him, or thought that
he had to be mistaken. Ithought the

r o l l e r s .

U n i t 1 , C b u r * c b f ^ a r r r t , C b e l m o n c fi s f o r t , l | 3 s \ / v f c b ,
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E l S a l v a d o r H a w k A d v e n t u r e c o n t i n u e d .E l S a l v a d o r H a w k A d v e n t u r e c o n t i n u e d .
A

the Harris Hawks again and left the armored with the 2inch long spikes
ocean for the ranchland that had that grow all over the tree. This tree
been carved out of the coastal jungle, would be very dangerous to climb
Turning down apreviously ignored on the low levels, but through the
two track, we quickly found ourselves glasses, it was evident that most of
removed from settled land, and in

eventually left them alone. The Blacks
were very tame, and Iwas able to
approach one adult, close enough
to see that they are well armed with
afairly large foot, and Iwas told that
they will take large prey. They would
be anice falconry bird if we had
a c c e s s t o t h e m .

This bird was an obvious female, but

was very light in color, not really very
large and faintly barred on awhite
breast. It was the only bird in that
area that we saw off of the river, but it
was within afew hundred yards of the
c o a s t . T h e c o a s t w a s n o t a c c e s s i b l e

in that area, so we could do no further

explor ing, but I feel confident that
t h e r e w e r e b i r d s c o n c e n t r a t e d a l l t h e

way up and down the coast between
the estuaries, because when we were
able to get back to the beach an hour

south, the birds were spaced out up
a n d d o w n t h e b e a c h i n a b o u t t h e s a m e

concentration or spaced abit tighter
than before. Again, the immatures
were not holding these prey-rich
territories and we saw only haggards
on the ocean. In this area, the wind
was perfect for some soaring by the
Peregrines, and at times, as many as
three were seen together. In addition,
we saw Black Hawks, and Swainson’s
soaring with the Peregrines, although
they were mostly ignored.

T h e t i d e c o n t r o l l e d t h e a m o u n t o f

time that we could spend driving the
beach, and after we had cleared the

tide line, we had time to look for the
Harris Hawks. This area was identified

as having asmall resident population
from asighting in 2007, and we were
lucky to soon see an immature and
two adults. They were in the general
vicinity of several Black Hawks, and
although the Black Hawks attempted
to intimidate the Harris Hawks, they
held their ground and the Blacks

the b ranches were covered w i th the

cattle country. Shortly, an adult male spikes, and Ireally would have not
Harris was seen flying, and as Iwanted the job of climbing it.
trained my binoculars forward in my

B o t h

parents returned to scream at us,
as well as to attack the vultures thatusual manner, 1was surprised to see

that he was flying toward alarge nest immediately showed up
the mother left the tree. The hawks

We were to return to this area two days
later as the tide was going out so that
we could potentially drive the whole
wooded beach area for Peregrines,
and hoped to see more of the Harris
Hawks after the tide came back in.
On this second trip, Peregrines were
again in abundance, with more of
the light colored birds, and some of
the males appearing to be extremely
small. The area was shared by
hundreds of vultures walking the
beach, and feeding on the numerous
fish that had washed ashore, and
now were easily secured as the tide
ebbed. Black Hawks and Osprey were
abundant, and several times we were
fooled by roadside hawks, thinking
that they were falcons because of their
posture at perch in the strong offshore
wind. Driving on the beach, we were

times almost directly under the

a s s o o n a s

with afemale standing on it. As we
watched excitedly, the female spent soared at great altitude, but kept

coming back down to threaten us. Asabout fifteen minutes feeding babies
and then flew from the nest with the we left the area and headed for the

Cara Cara nest, the pair settled downremains of the meal. Exiting the truck,
Roy pointed out aCrested Cara Cara

the other side of the road. Again

and the female returned to the nest
with the male sitting in anearby tree.
The two nests were about 400 yards

we approached, the

o n

Ispotted the bird, looked ahead
and observed him fly to the nest and apart, and as
begin to feed what Ithought was amale made an attempt to change our
young bird. We marked that nest, and course by luring us away rom

nest. When we got close, we
the female stand

w e r e

proceeded to walk to the Harris nest.
The nest was about 70-80 feet up in surprised to see

and then leave the nest. What we
had thought was ayoung bird being
u paCeiba tree. Roy said that it was a

young Ceiba, as the trunk was still

m a n y

falcons, and usually no more than 150
feet from them. None of the birds took
flight, but rather exhibited mild interest
in our presence, but never put down
the second foot. At rest, three birds

observed to be wearing the widew e r e

silver band used by our US raptor
banders, and one was wearing ablue
band, indicating that it was probably
banded somewhere in the Arctic or
Greenland. We did manage to drive
the whole length of the wooded
beach, but barely made it back before
the tide stranded us. It was difficult

r r

to leave the falcons on the beach,
but we decided to go searching for Harris Hawk nestRoy Beers at work

\ ' SIIn* Aiistringer .^7



E l S a l v a d o r . H a w k A d v e n t u r e c o n t i n u e d . . . i

fed by the male was actual ly the
female, and she had held very tight,
indicating eggs or very young birds.
We spent little time there to minimize
nest d is tu rbance, bu t the male came

back and again wanted to lead us
away from the nest as the female
w e n t b a c k t o i n c u b a t e o r b r o o d . A s

we followed, he let us get very close
to him for some good video and photo
opportunities.

a k n o w n d e s t i n a t i o n f o r o u r N o r t h

American Peregr ines, and maybe
there wi l l be some oppor tun i t ies
to help the raptor people from El
Salvador to protect their diminishing
fores ts and es tuar ies . There is a lso

good reason to believe that this area
is adestination for birds migrating
north from South America, as many
of the birds that we observed were
not Tundra falcons. The importance
of which cannot be overstated, and of
which little is known at this time. We
found out the next day from Ricardo
Perez, El Salvador’s premier raptor
biologist that the Harris Hawk nest that
we found was only the second
recorded in El Salvador. The Crested
Cara Cara nest was the first
found in El Salvador, and the Merlin
was one of the first ever recorded
sightings in the country. To be apart of
these discoveries gives an awesome
feeling of pride, but is also humbling
because if Roy and Ricardo had the
resources tha t a re ava i lab le here in

the US, they would have probably
al ready made these observat ions
themselves. Iam just very happy to

have had the opportunity to work with
Roy and Dave as falconers on this
part of the research.
As we left the area, thrilled, but very
tired, Ilooked forward to the next
day when we would head toward
one o f the vo l can ic c ra te r l akes to

en te r t he rea lm o f t he B lack Hawk

Eagle, the Solitary Eagle, and the Bi¬
colored Hawk. That evening, Ricardo
mercilessly questioned us on the finds
of the day recounting over and over
the Peregrines, the Harris Hawks, the
Merlin, and especially the Cara Cara.
Iwent to sleep knowing that tomorrow
would bring not only adifficult day,
but also achance to work In the El
Imposible Parque Nacionale. You are
correct if you assumed that imposible
means impossible. The road to get to
the park (the good road) is made up
of small boulders, and the terrain is
exhilarating, but well, El Imposible, but
that is another story in this adventure.

imal TOods
Asuccessful family owned business supplying
quality frozen raptor food for over 20 years.
Run by Falconers supporting Falconry worldwide.
Distribution to major breeders, zoos and collections
throughoutthe UK, Ireland &Europe.
Top quality Chicks, Quail &Rodents, carefully selected,
packed and blast frozen by Honeybrook Animal Foods
at our own premises.

Major sponsors of the International Festival of Falconry
and the Campaign For Falconry. . >■; ■

The close proximity of these two nests
is not consistent with iarge raptor
species, but the fact that their feeding
habits are quite different probably
accounts for the lack of competition
for food and territorial disputes. While
we were present, both pairs were
active, in the air, and vocal with no
interference from the other pair.

e v e r

e v e r

The two track quickly ended as
it reached the jungle, and as we
retraced our steps, we commented
on the fact that if we had visited this

area one month later, we would not
have found either nest due to leaf

cover. Roy had been in this general
area before, and was the first to find
the birds, but had seen no nests. As
we left the area, we stopped to watch
a m a l e K e s t r e l h a v e a t u s s l e w i t h a

large lizard, and ashort way down
the track, Roy saw what he thought
was afemale Kestrel that proved to
be afirst ever sighting of aMerlin. We
were close enough to identify it right
down to those long Merlin toes, and
again, It calmly sat still watching us as
w e m a r v e l e d a t t h e f a c t t h a t t h e r e w a s

a M e r l i n i n E l S a l v a d o r .

The affirmat ion of the Peregr ines
in the mangrove areas, and on the
coast hopefully is enough to get the
attention of some of the world raptor
conservat ion peop le . Th is is now

1
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7. Any member wishing to dispose
of ahawk obtained through the
c l u b m u s t fi r s t o f f e r t h e h a w k

back into the club.
8. Only Full members are eligible to
vote on club affairs.
9. Proxy and Postal votes are not
a l l o w e d .

10. Associate members wishing to
obtain Full membership may
apply in writing to the Secretary
for the consideration of the
committee. Prior to applying the
applicant should normally have
completed at least 12 months
membership. The application
must give details of hawk related
experience and should be
countersigned by aFull member.

5 . A l l h a w k s fl o w n f r e e s h o u l d b e

equipped with field jesses, at
least one bell and if possible a
transmitter and the name and
address of the owner. In the
case of unentered or aggressive
hawks, eagles, hybrids, exotics
etc. special care must be taken to
prevent loss.
6. Permission must be obtained
before entering upon ground and
it must be ascertained whether
another falconer already has
permission in which case his/her
permission must also be sought.
Due respect must be given to
landowners and their property.
7. Indigenous hawks that are no
longer wanted must either be
returned to the wild state in a
suitable country or passed on
to someone who will treat them
in accordance with this code
o f c o n d u c t . B e f o r e a h a w k i s

r e l e a s e d t h e f a l c o n e r m u s t e n s u r e

that it is in good feather, in the
highest possible condition, that
it can kill for itself and is suitable
for release. If there is any doubt
that it is able to do so it should be
hacked back.

made welcome for 3meetings.
After this time they will be given
the opportunity to complete an
application form to join the club.
If they decline they will no longer
allowed attend the meetings, even
as aguest of another member.
4. Aregister of attendees will be
kept at all meetings, primarily to
e n f o r c e r u l e 3 .

5. Awritten report will be forwarded
each year by the regional
Secretary to the Editor of the
Austringer, to reach him no later
than the end of February, for
inclusion in the Austringer.
6. Areport must be sent by the
regional Treasurer to the Club
Treasurer showing the state of
the finances, to reach her no later
than the end of September, for
inclusion in the Treasurer’s report

A R t j t l e s S l C o n s t i t u t i o n
n

% R u l e s & C o n s t i t u t i o n s

of the Welsh Hawking ClubC o m m i t t e e o f t h e

Welsh Hawking Club Name and Objectives then he or she may be asked to
give an explanation. If the reason
is of insufficient justification the
committee may co-opt amember
to fill the position. They may
also co-opt any person to the
committee i f considered desirable.

P r e s i d e n t
D a v e D i m o n d

E - m a i l :

presid0nt@thewelshhawkingclub.com
V i c e P r e s i d e n t s

Jemima Parry-Jones, Ian Blantern,
Terry Large, Nick Havenmann-Mart

a n d M i k e C o w e s

C h a i r m a n
M i k e C o r d e l l

E - m a i l :
chairman@thewelshhawkingclub.com

V i c e C h a i r m a n
Bryan Patterson

E - m a i l :

vicechairman@thewelshhawkingclub.com
H o n o r a r y S e c r e t a r y

J a n F r a n c e
E - m a i l :

secretary@thewelshhawkingclub.com
H o n o r a r y Tr e a s u r e r

J e a n D i m o n d
E - m a i l :

t reasurer@thewe lshhawk ingc lub .com
A u s t r i n g e r E d i t o r

D a v e J o n e s

E-mail: david@sunset.vg
C l u b C o o r d i n a t o r

Tony France
E-mail: tonyfrance26@btinternet.com

B r e e d i n g O f fi c e r
Colin Asquith

E - m a i l :

breedingofficer@thewelshhawkingclub.com
L a n t r a

Griff jr. Griffiths
E-mail: griff@welsh-hawking.co.uk

F i e l d O f fi c e r
N e i l M c C a n n

E - m a i l :

fieldofficer@thewelshhawkingclub.com
Press and Pub l i c i t hy

J a n F r a n c e

E-mai l : press@theweishhawkingc lub.com
W e b m a s t e r

Roger James
E - m a i l :

w e b m a s t e r @ t h 0 w e i s h h a w k i n g c l u b . c o m

M e m b e r s S e c r e t a r y
Jean Dimond

E - m a i l ;

memberssecretary@thewelshhawkingclub.com
Legal Officer

T o m J o n e s

E-mail: legal@thewelshliawkingclub.com
Honora ry C lub Ve ts

D i c k B e s t a n d R i c h a r d J o n e s

H o n o r a r y M e m b e r s
D r. N i c k F o x ,

Lyn Havenmann-Mar t
J a n o r To t h ,

D iana Durman-Wal ters ,
Hal Webster. Harry Robinson.

J i m C h i c k a n d

Roger James

1 . T h e n a m e o f t h e c l u b s h a l l b e :

The Welsh Hawking Club.
2. The objective of the club shall be:
a. The promotion of Falconry,
b. The provision of advice and
i n f o r m a t i o n f o r m e m b e r s a n d

other interested parties,
c. The promotion and
m a i n t e n a n c e o f t h e c l u b C o d e

of Conduct amongst members.

M e m b e r s h i p

1Members of the club will be

elected by the committee.
2. No person will be elected without
application to the Membership
Secretary in writing.
3. The annual subscription rate shall
b e d e t e r m i n e d a t t h e A G M e a c h

y e a r .

4. Any member whose subscription
is unpaid by the end of May of
any year shall cease to be a
member, but shall be eligible for
election as for new members.
5. Should the committee have any
reason to bel ieve that amember
has acted in amanner injurious
to Falconry or the club then
the member may be required
to furnish awritten explanation
to the Secretary for the
consideration of the committee
or to appear in person before
the committee. The member
can claim apersonal hearing if
preferred. The Secretary must
give the member at least 14
days notice of the committee’s
requirements. Should the
member refuse to comply the
committee may terminate the
membership. They may also
terminate the membership should
they decide that the member
has acted in away harmful to
Falconry or the club.
6. No member must give talks,
interviews or material relating
to Falconry. Domestic breeding
etc. to the media i.e. TV. Radio,
Press etc. without advice from the
committee and/or the Press and
Publicity Officer. Any member
giving such talks must make ever
effort to ensure their accuracy.

Meet ings

at the AGM.
7. Each region will hold an election
at its next meeting following the
AGM. It will elect from its full
Members aChairman, Secretary
and Treasurer to run the
meetings. One of these may also

member to attend

1. The Annual General Meeting shall
be held at the main Field Meeting
each year.
2. Meetings shall be presided over
by the Chairman, Vice Chairman
or in their absence one of the
other Officers as appropriate.
3. Asummer meeting shall be held
annually at which reports of the
affairs of the Club can be given.
General meetings will normally be
held monthly. Informal meetings
will be held as required.
Alteration to Rules
Rules may only be altered by avote
taken at the AGM or at an EGM.
Notices of motions for the AGM or
EGM shall be sent to the Secretary in
writing to arrive at least 6weeks prior
to these meetings. Any
member wishing to call an EGM shall
inform the Secretary in writing stating
the reason for such ameeting. The
application must be countersigned by
2 0 F u l l M e m b e r s .

C o n s t i t u t i o n

The club shall consist of aPresident,
Vice-Presidents, Chairman,
Vice-Chairman, Honorary Secretary,
Membership Secretary, Honorary
Treasurer, Austringer Editor, Press
and Publicity Officer, Education
Officer, Breeding Project Officer,
Legal Officer, Mewsletter Editor,
Field Officer, Events Co-ordinator
and aWebmaster. Each of these
is entitled to attend the committee
meetings and to one vote, except
the Chairman who does not have a
vote. However, in the event of avote
resulting in atie the Chairman shall
then have the casting vote.
Only Full members are eligible for
election to office. The business of
the club will be conducted by the
Officers and committee (hereafter
referred to simply as the committee),
which will meet at such times as it
thinks fit. Aquorum for ameeting
shall be five members. No one with
convictions for offences involving
birds of prey shall hold office within
the Welsh Hawking Club.

be elected as a
the main committee meetings.
This representative will have full
voting rights.Reg ions

Purpose of the Regions
1. To provide social meetings for
members and potential members
living locally, although any
member wil l be welcome to
a t t e n d .

2. To arrange local field meets,
which will be governed by the
m a i n C l u b fi e l d m e e t r u l e s

3. To arrange fund-raising to assist
with paying for speakers and field
m e e t s .

4. To promote falconry and the
Welsh Hawking Club.

J a n F r a n c e
Honorary Secretary
2 0 1 3

Code o f Conduc t
R u l e s

1. The well-being of all birds of prey
both domestic and wild together
with the continuation of Falconry
must be the aim of all members.
2. Falconry is the flying of trained
birds of prey and owls at suitable
quarry found in anatural state.
No action must bring this into
disrepute.
3Every hawk must be properly
manned and equipped.
4, Every endeavour must be made to
recover alost hawk.

1. No new region will be formed
by members unless it has been
agreed by the Club committee at
acommittee meeting.
2. All regions Must open abank or
building society account in the
name of The Welsh Hawking
C l u b . I t i s r e c o m m e n d e d t h a t a n

account has 2signatories.
3. Any non-members attending,
other than wives, partners or
children of members will be

E l e c t i o n s

1. All members of the committee will
be elected individually, annually at
the AGM. Prior to the election the
a t t e n d a n c e r e c o r d a t c o m m i t t e e

meetings for the last year shall be
given.
2. During the year should any
c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r f a i l t o a t t e n d

committee meetings regularly
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