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prey and owls in the Slovak Republic, : BUT OR THE

to cooperate with nature conservation
authorities and organisations,
professionals, researcher and cultural
institutions and schools whose work
is related to birds of prey. To educate
members of the SFC by the SHC in
a professional manner, to carry out
educational and promotional activities,
to ensure compliance with the rules of
hunting with birds of prey in accordance
with the applicable legal regulations, to
ensure compliance with the regulations
when breeding birds of prey (welfare), etc.
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Address:
The mission of the SFC by the SHC is to Slovensky klub sokoliarov pri SPK
promote falconry, establish and develop Stefédnikova 10
falconry in Slovakia as a living cultural 811 O5 Bratislava
intangible world heritage and educate Slovakia
on an issue of protection of birds of prey
and owls among the general public. Email: administrator@sokoliari.eu
Contribute to the protection of birds of Phone: +421908 477 082
Web: sokoliari.eu
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Foreword

Ing. Alojz Kassak
President of the Slovak Falconr@ltub
by the Slovak Hunting Chamiber

Dear falconers’ friends,
in 2026 we commemorate an important jubilee, namely the 55th anniversary of
organized falconry in Slovakia. On April 18, 1971, the founding meeting of our club took
place in the town Zvolen. Our predecessors created the legislation and organizational
framework of falconry for Slovakia. On these foundations, our falconry was built and
gradually Slovakia became one of the countries with the highest level of falconry in
the world. It is admirable that the founders of the club, very young people at that time,
with the support of the Slovak Hunting Association, were able to realize their ambition.
During the past 55 years, we have also experienced significant social, legislative and
state law changes that have also affected falconry. Thanks to the active members of
the club, we have solved many problems and contributed to the further development
of modern falconry. The quality of education of new falconers in our country is highly
recognized in the world, as evidence, number of our members work as falconers
abroad. We are currently paying special attention to the issue of education of club
members. Falconry in Slovakia is included in the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of
the Slovak Republic and is also included in the UNESCO World List of Intangible and
Living Heritage of Humanity.

Friends’ falconers,

Personally,and equally on behalf of the entire presidium, | would like to wish you strong
health, well-being in your professional and personal lives, and a lot of enthusiasm and
strength to maintain and enjoy our life's hobby - falconry.
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story of falcon ry
thls reglon

" The first mention of falconry in Europe was recorded by Pirnicus in
336 BC. A bird like clasp from a archaeological find. near Vinafice:
in Bohemia current Czech Republic is_probably the first material
evidence of birds of prey in our region..Clasp shows a bird of prey -
with a cap. The clasp dates from the second half of the fifth century.
Even our Slavic ancestors were familiar with the breeding of birds.of
prey. Falconry probably came to our region from the Asian continent
through Russian tribes even before the great migration of people.
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Falconry ' e
examination R

We have placed great emphasis on our members being educated
professionals from the very start. Every person interested in
falconry must, in accordance with the Hunting Act and our club
regulatlons pass a falconer exam.

»

This is preceded. by a hunting exam organized by the Slovak :
Hunting Chamber, followed by several professional falconry
training courses (legal regulations, training and breeding of raptors, -
“veterinary care) followed by a year of practice with an experienced
_ falconer. Falconry in education is taught at the Elementary School
vith Kindergarten, M. Hella in Stlavmcke Bane and at forestry
:condary schools for students on the high school level.

R The Slovak Falconry Clubis an independent ﬁunting organization
' - that is a member of the Slovak Hunting Chamber. The Slovak
Hunting Chamber, in accordance with the Hunting Act,
professionally manages falconry and cynology in Slovakia.
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ids of prey
eeding

In the early days of modern falconry, birds of prey uséd for falconry
purposes were obtained from the wild,. captured in pheasant
farms, from rehabilitation farms, or taken from nests based on an
exception granted by the State Nature Conservation Agency.

Ing. Miroslav Mozola
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Falconry meetings
and hunts ‘

An important input of Slovak falconers has been and still is in
the organization of falconer meetings, at which falconers carry
out practical hunting with birds of prey and thus preserve the
ancient art of hunting with birds of prey. '

»

Annually we organize the Slovak Falconry Meeting with
international participation, at which falconers from Slovakia and

abroad hunt game in the wild with birds of prey. In order for our

- _members to have as many opportunities as possible to practically

- hunt with birds of prey, we also organize regional one-day falconer

e H'unts, which are partially financially subsidized by the Slovak

Falconry Club 'so, young novice falconers can also participate.

The goal of supporting the organization of these smaller falconer

hunts is to preserve hunting with feathered birds of prey and

promote it among young falconers and hunters. The Technical

University of Zvolen and the University of Veterinary Medicine and

Pharmacy Kosice organize university meetings of falconers with

international participation every year.

In 1987, the first year of fox hunting with eagles took place in
Rimavska Sobota. Gradually, this meeting became one of the most
prestigious falconry hunting events in the world. Fox hunts with
eagles are organized in regions with suitable terrain conditions,
e.g. the Rimavska Sobota region, Spis, Liptov, Vysoké Tatry, Presov
and Banska Stiavnica. During the hunting season several of these
events are organized. On these specialized hunts, eagle hunters
from Slovakia and abroad hunt primarily wild foxes and roe deer
in the wild. In organizing these hunts, we collaborate with schools
teaching falconry.

FALCONRY IN SLOVAKIA
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~ |Birds of | reyrehabilit.atibn
- |and golden eagle project .

.

One of the tasks set by the founders of the falconry elub was the
treatment foIIoWed by safe return of injured birds of prey and owls
to the wild. In the.past, this activity was carried out by almost
every member of the falconry club, because public perceived
falconers as experts who knew how to take care of an injured bird
of prey or a depéendent young bird.
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Blologlcal
~ protection _ CRlen

Falconry is an integral part of the biological pfofecti‘on at the
alrports, in cities, cultural monuments, agricultural and forestry
crops. -

- From April 1, 1985, biological protection of the civil airport in the
capital of Slovakia, Bratislava, began under the leadership of
Marian Poliak.In 1986 -1987, Ing. Alojz Kagsak worked at the Hradec
Kralové Military Airport as part of his full-time military service as

‘the head of the biological protection station, the first Slovak guy

ever at a military airport.

}rrently blologlcal protectlon is part of all military and civil
~airports- in Slovakia and their employees must have passed a
“falconry exam, which is provided by the falconry club. Several of

our falconers work in Slovakia and abroad in biological protection
focusingondisturbing ravensat nestingsites, protecting vineyards,
blueberries, orchards, cities or historical monuments.
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Youth work
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Wheh organized falconry was born in former Czechoslovakia,
there were two falconry clubs - at the Bratislava ZOO and at the

" Forestry and Technical Secondary School in Liptovsky Hradok.
- Our club has continued in this tradition and we have gradually
_developed into the world leading country providing educa’uon

to of the new falconry generation. Since the academic year of

-'1998ﬁ999 the Forestry Secondary School in Banska Stlavmca has

3 rtedlteachmg thesubject offalconry,whlch isattended by12 7
( s every year. Currently, falconry is taught as a compulsoryv

cké Bane, and as an optional subjgct at the Forestry e
Sf condary Schools in Banska Stiavnica and in Presov, Secondary = &
Vocational School pod Banosom in Banska Bystrica and also at

the Technical University in Zvolen. Most members and falconry
centres regularly work with youth through various forums and
falconry demonstrations at schools. They also communicate
intensively with forestry educators, leaders of young friends of
hunting and nature clubs, and local governments.

KSSN\S

Muximiliéna Hella
Stiavnické Bane

t at the Elementary ‘School with Kindergarten, M.Hella %

FALCONRY IN SLOVAKIA



FALCONRY IN SLOVAKIA

20

Demonstration
of birds of prey

Art of the falconry promotion as part of history and cultural
heritage is an important part of the club activities. Falconers in
thematic costumes have become part of many cultural event and

historical sites.

Falconers with their birds of prey have also been used working
as extras in the filming industry and took part in various films,

fairy_tales and documentaries. At first, this activity was only an
“individual activity of individual memobers, later falconry groups
e were established, which specialized in the presentation of birds

f prey, eitherin permanent scenes or as traveling groups. In the
Ist, regular demonstrations of birds of prey were also held on

the last ‘day of every Slovak falconry meeting. In 1994, the Aquila

falconry group was established in Bojnice, which was the first
permanent scene in the former Czechoslovakia.

Nowadays, almost every castle, chateau, traditional market,
hunting and forestry events cannot do without falconers. Falconry
is also part of forestry and hunting pedagogy. It provides direct
contact with living creatures, nature, and history.

Jaroslav Kanat st.

FALCONRY IN SLOVAKIA
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IAF meetin
|n Slovakia

As part of the accompanymg program, fox hunts were held in W

the north of Slovakia in the region of High Tatras Mountain. 16 : : ol
foxes and 15 roe deer were hunted. The participants visited the. : : .
useum of Tatra's Nature in the Tatra National Park and also -

conry hunts in the West Slovak lowlands in the areas ®Whefe. .. A
tr;—;elftonally hunt during the Slovak Falconers' Meetmg' :
Delegates from19 countrles ofthe world attéhded this meetmg
in Slovakia. -

FALCONRY IN*5 LOVAKIA

Falconry has been an integral part of the
Slovak tradition since as long back as the ninth
century. In this feature we have a series of

SLOVAK HISTORY OF j;a_mnaﬁng a;ﬁf/ex zghi;l; /mf_ bﬂl/)dal ;‘be mr{y
FAI.CONRY TRADITIONS istory of falconry in Slovakia and falconry in

the modern day.

By Laco Molnar DVM ,PhD
IAF delegate, Slovak Falconers Club

cation by our ances
passed on a message:

We do not hunt only for the prey...
| during the hunt

(ninth century) -

Headline from the IAF bulletine on the
IAF Annual meeting in Slovakia in 2010

22 23



FALCONRY IN SLOVAKIA

24

Falconry
Anniversaries

The club celebrated significant falconry anniversaries in 20711
(40th anniversary) - the celebration of falconry in the village Svaty
Anton, where we organized a parade of falconers from all over the
world. On this occasion, falconry was inducted into the Hall of
Honor and Glory of Hunting in Slovakia.

We celebrated the 45th anniversary of the club in 2016 at the
nationalexhibition of Huntingand Nature in Nitra, where the whole

- day was dedicated to falconry. Representatives of the IAF, CIC

nd FACE and falconers from various countries also participated.
We'prese?nted commemorative plagques to our club partners as
gratitude for their long-term involvement. ‘Due to the Covid 19
panaemic, the club’s 50th anniversary celebrations did not take
place. In 2026, we will celebrate the 55th anniversary (1971 - 2026).

|
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CELOSTATNA POLOVNICKA
VYSTAVA
S MEDZINARODNOU UCASTOU

POLOVNICTVO A PRIRODA
9.-12. jana 2016
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Falconry = , e
- intangible heritage @ . | = ‘ —

Ministerstvo kulttry Slovenskej republiky

: - udeluje
: : o = OSVEDCENIE O ZAPISE DO REPREZENTATIVNEHO ZOZNAMU
NEHMOTNEHO KULTURNEHO DEDICSTVA SLOVENSKA

M éﬁéﬂé/&/ﬂ

Drzitelom tohtd

o //am/// V73 /// tiaser, v pis /@/ / /

nia je:

ministerkakultiry Slovenskej republiky

dislo certifikétu: CTLK-RZNKD-2018/003 + dit certifik: + datum rozhod

As part of preparations for the nomination, we attended falconry

festivals in England (2007,2009) and the United Arab Emirates

(20711,2014). We attend numerous meetings and support events e ‘
~annually or occasionally, including World Falconry Day. —

ovember 16. Many members of our club are involved, for vvh|ch :
Pre5|dent of the Slovak Falconry Club by the Slovak Huntmg i %

@
unesco

Intangible Cultural Heritage

Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
The Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage has inscribed

Falconry, a living human heritage

on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity
upon the proposal of the United Arab Emirates, Austria, Belgium, Croatia, Czechia, France, Germany,
Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Kazakhstan, Republic of Korea, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Morocco, Netherlands,
Pakistan, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Slovakia, Spain and Syrian Arab Republic

Inscription on this List con!nbules to ensuring better visibility of intangible cultural heritage

and of its and to dialogue that respects cultural diversity
Date of inscription Director-General of UNESCO
14 December 2021 %M/
— -
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Presidium of Slovak Falcon-
ry Club by the Slovak Hunting .
‘Chamber

The Presidium of the Slovak Falconry Club by the Slovak Hunting
Chamber (SFC by the SHC) is the executive body of the SFC by
the SHC. It consists of eight members - the president, the vice
president for internal relations, the vice president for foreign
relations - IAF delegate, the secretary, the breeding advisor, the
educator, the economist and a committee member, who is usually
also the chairman of the advisory board.

The Slovak Falconry Club by the SHC is a hunting organisation. : ‘
Falconry in Slovakia is regulated by three legal norms, namely

he Hunting Act, the Nature and Landscape Protection Act, and

> Veterinary Care Act. Currently, the club operates under the

: Ieadershuo of the Presidium as follows:

The club president, the highest The Vice President for External

official of the club. Alojz is the
statutory representative of the club,
represents the club externally but
onlywith the presidium agreement,
convenes the club presidium and
the members’ meetings, which
he also leads and manages. If
necessary, he collaborates with
other presidium members to
fulfill the tasks arising from their
functions.

Relations. Lacoisresponsible forthe
club’'s cooperation with the [AF.
and foreign falconry organisations
and clubs. He monitors hunting
and falconry legislation abroad. He
regularly informs the membership
pase about events in the world and
at the LA.F.level.

The Vice President for Internal
Relatlons Jana is responsible for
the Ieg|s|atlon preparation of new
legal regulanns in the field of
huntmg and nature conservation,
veterinary legislation, and relations
with- domestic conservation and

'hunti_ngj organisations.

The club treasurer. Lenka manages
the club's economic agenda,
prepares a draft budget and,
together with the club’s presidium,
is responsible for its correct and
efficient spending.

The breeding advisor. Jaro is
responsible for registering birds of
prey from individual members, he
provides advise on various issues
and also establishes breeding pairs.

The secretary manages the club's
administration. Dano  archives
minutes, keeps records of club
mempbers, maintains a central
register of disciplinary measures,
and prepares minutes of presidium
and members’ meetings.

The education officer. Pavol
organisesthe promotion of the club
in the media, at various hunting or
historical events for wider public.
He is responsible for the club
newsletter and website.

Chairman of the advisory board
for breeding, rearing, hunting with
birds of prey, falconry training and
in general keeping of birds of prey
and owls.
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the right to remuneration, people who
are able to create and apply in practice
the internal rules of self-government
aimed not only at preserving the
ecological functions of hunting but
also its economic, professional and
disciplinary sovereignty.

As early as 1920, our predecessors were
looking for ways to save species through
a unified hunting self-government with
clearly presented professional authority
in society. Our generation subsequently
ensured continuity and laid the
foundations laid on them by a modern
unified  hunting  self-government
with the delegated performance of
state administration, which meets all
requirements for increasing public
participation in decisionmaking and
social control of hunting as an activity
performed in the public interest.

The future of modern hunting based on
sustainable, internationally accepted
and understandable principles for the
general public is currently becoming

30

ENJ74 Over the past 105 years,
%5 several generations and tens
of thousands of hunters have taken
turns in the membership base of the
national hunting self-government, each
of which has contributed to its current
position in Slovak’s hunting in society.
The path to the national hunting self-
government of the chamber type has
led since 1920 through 10 different
alternatives for the organization and
management of hunting, the changes
of which were mainly related to changes
in the constitutional order of the former
Czechoslovakia. Since December 10,
1920, when on the initiative of the
General of Health MUDr. Jdn Cervicek

the agenda of almost all major
organizations and institutions in Europe
working to maintain a balance between
biodiversity and ownership or user
relations in an increasingly urbanized
country. If we want to preserve hunting,
we must continuously continue to
cultivate communication with the whole
of civil society, respect and promote its
professional, ethical and environmental
pillars, and remain united in their
promotion.

A /
Tibor Leboc
president of the
Slovak Hunters Chamber

Dear friends of nature
and hunting!

held the inaugural general meeting
of the Hunting Protection Association
for Slovakia, and the hunting self-
government was continuously
developed and improved. Always in
order to serve its members, to present
hunters as a community of opinion-
forming people, to build a strong and
united community capable of defending
their integrity at any time. Above dall, it
was clear to our predecessors that only
a well-organized group of passionate
people who consider hunting as their life
mission can manage and care for wildlife
in the long run. People who are willing to
devote their time and resources to active
protection of nature and game, without

FALCONRY IN SLOVAKIA

Falconry is

a passion,

a unique bond
between man
and bird of prey.
It requires
dedication,
patience, and an

understanding
of the animal’s
behavior.”



Slovak Falconry Club
at SHC

ADDRESS PHONE
Stefanikova 10 +421908 477 082

Bratislava WEB, EMAIL
811 05 www.sokoliari.eu

Slovakia administrator@sokoliari.eu
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