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I N MEMORTIAM

CHARLES KRUYFHOOFT
1221 = 1995

Charles Kruyfhooft died suddenly on 24th April 1995.

He had been the founder president and still was the Honorary
President of Club Marie de Bourgogne.

A4 prominent personality of Belgian falconry has left us.

He was the last falqon trapper of West Furope and he was one of
Europe’; great speciallsts of crow hawking, which he has been
practising until the last year of his life.

Charles was not only the passionate falconer we know, but he had

also a deep interest for history and was a very competent art
collector.,

We extend to his family our feelings of sincere sympathy




General Meeting of the IAF

S8gel (Germany) 28th October 1994

Standing (from left te right)

Darius Daugela ({Lit.), &Alexander Vintchevsky (By), Jesper
Brinnich (DK), Rab Mc Intyre (USA), Morten Clausen (DK), Patrick
Morel (B), Gilles Nortier (¥), Sigrid Schwenk (D}, Hans Hewicker
(D), Eckart Schormair (D), Annie Bekkers (NL), Heinz Pils (A},

Sitting (from left to right)

Umberto Caproni di Taliedo (I), Werner Kitzmann (CH), Petaer
Bekkers (NL), Christian de Coune (B), Wim van de Vlasakker (NL},
Cees de Bruin (NL), Anthony Jack (G-E)
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PRESTDENT 'S REPORT

A . MEMBER COUNTRIES

(alphabetic order)

BELGIUM

Two legislations have been modified during 1995 :

the law on hunting of 1882 and the bird protection legisliation.
Henceforth the keeping of raptors for falceonry is covered by bird
protection law rather than hunting.

The result is that falconers are now administred by the nature
conservation authorities not those concerned with hunting.

The right granted to falconers to keep hawks is being challenged
in the hightest courts by bird protection societies although it
concerns only captive bred hawks.

If the bird protectionnists win the case, with the exception of
the Goshawk, falconers will lose the right to keep any indigenous
European bird of prey.

The fact that these bird protection societies challenge the right
to keep captive bred birds indicate that those organisations are
more interest in opposing fieldsports than in wildlife
conservation.

The two socleties concerned are the Ligue Belge pour 1la
Protection des Oiseaux and AVES.

DENMARK

The hunters’ organisation has decided that falconers whose birds
are legally held wmay to participate with their hawks in
exhibitions and demonstrations organised or co-organised by the
sald organisation.

It 1is to be hoped that this might be interpreted as an
encouraging improvement in the hunters’ attitude towards
falconry.

FRANCE

The Association Nationale des Fauconniers et Autoursiers Francais
has been officially recognised as a nature conservation
organisation.

GERMANY

Since Eckart Schormair decided not to run for reelection after
16 years in office, the Deutscher Falkenorden has a new president
: Adolf Schreyer.

Other Board members have changed too.

We congratulate them and wish all of them a wvery fruitful term
in cffice.



DFO is trying very hard to unite all falconers in Germany.
DFO membership is increasing.

The authorities have recently reinforced the legal reguirement
for a falconry permit for anyone keeping of indigencus birds of
pre, they have imposed stricter controls.

Some exceptions may be granted for instance for scientific
purposes or for 2Zoos.

The falconry permit is issued only if the falconer’s test has
been passed successfully. This requirement had been introduced,
years ago, on the insistance of DFO.

DFO is continuing its project to reintroduce the Peregrine
Falcon, they now concentrate exclusively, jointly with Poland,
on rebuilding the tree nesting population, which, from about
1,000 palrs in Northern Eurcpe is now extinct .

The White Tailed Sea Eagle project has been discontinued because
now the Cerman population of that eagle is satisfactorily
increasing.

DFO is currently considering starting a new project on Hen
Harriers and Montagu’s Harrilers.

GREAT BRITAIN

anti-hunting activists are now turning to falconry. They say they
nad so far neglected falconry in their campaigns. They are
calling on their sympathizers for ideas about tactics for
sabotageing falcanry.

one of our friend’s aviaries have been vandalised and hawks
released.

1 informed our members who were going to Creat Britain about the
possible danger of being bothered by anti hunting activists.
BFC published in its Newsletter an article on the IAF explaining
briefly its rdle and some of its achievements. I hope this
example will be follcowed bv otner member clubs. Individual
members should know that IAF exists and that it tries to do
something for them; after all it is with their money that IAF
works.

Two court decisions have been pronounced in connection with
illegal activities invelving birds of prey. One man has Deen
sentenced to 18 months jail and another to 4 months.

I have been told by a RSBP member that some 30% of captive bred
birds of prey checked by DNA fingerprinting appeared not to Dbe
the offspring of the alleged parents. The explanation of this
enormous percentage appears to be that the authorities make only
DNA tests when there are very serious suspicions of fraud. No
random tests are being made. That figure should not therefor be
extrapolated to all captive bred hawks.

HUNGARY

The legislation governing the keeping of birds of prey is in the
process of being amended. according to officials, the changes
will not affect falconry toc much.

INDTA

Worrying news has been received that the Indian Government is
about to start large scale production and use of DDT. The reasons
for it are the outbreak of epidemics.

We all know the side effects of DDT on raptors.

an advertisment has been published in the bress for falconers to
clear the Delhi Airport of birds causing damage to aircraft.

NETHERLANDS

New leq;slation affecting falconry is still in preparation.

The reglstrgtion system for falconry and the issuing of licences
has been privatised and is managed by an organisation consisting
of _falconers, the chairman and the administrator of 1t are
members of Valkeniersverbond Adriaan Mollen.

Valkeniersverbond Adriaan Mollen is in the process of concluding
a coope;atlon agreement with the Valkenswaard Museum whereby the
Foundation Museum Valkenswaard and "Adriaan Mollen" will together
manage The Dutch Falconry Museum. You are all recommended to pay
a visilt to this fantastic museum.

One of_ the big problems faced by Dutch falconers is the
ava}lablllty of Goshawks. This is one of the many paraddxes of
sprlngent protection regulations that take too little account o?
the actual situation of wild populations. Netherlands has an
enormous population of some 2,500 breeding pairs of Goshawks, but
still falconers are not allowed to take any from the wild.f

PORTUGAL

Independent of our member, Assoclacao Portuguesa de Falcoaria

a "falcon centre" has been established, comprising a falconw§
school, public displays and captive breeding whose aim is
promoting falconry. My impression is that it is commercially
oriented. )
Qn_thg legal front of wview, a law is in preparaticon that will
introduce a falconry permit. Candidates will have to undergo a
course. This course may be organised by the official authorities
or by private organisations approved by the ministry.

The syllabus will include : biology of raptors and their
importance in the ecosystems and falconry techniques and ethics.
In November 1994 they organised this first field meeting with the
friendly co-operation of the authorities. Falconers from many
European countries attended the meeting.

Authorisation has been granted to take Peregrines from the wild
to use them for captive breeding. .

SPAIN

In 1989 legislation which was applicable nationwide decreed that
galconry was "massive and non selective" and it was therefore
anned.



Hunting matters being of the sole competence of the 17 regions,
it was for these regions to legislate on falconry.

Authonomous regions therefore challenged the law on nature
conservation before the Constitutional Court, because some of its
provisions trespassed on their sole competence.

Falconers challenged the decree of 1989 before the Supreme Court.
After more than five years, the constitutional Court confirmed
that some matters were of the sole competence of the regions.
The action of the falconers has not yet been judged but it is
expected that the Supreme Ccourt will soon take a decision based
on the sentence of the Constitutional court and will cancel the
decree of 1989,

It will the be for the different authonomous regions to regulate
falconry. Falconers are in touch with them, but there are not
less than 17! That means 17 difficult files.

Falconers have founded the Union fspanola para la Defensa de la
Cetreria y Aves de Presa (Spanish union for the defence of
falconry and birds of prey).

I attended their General Meeting in Segovia.

B. NON-MEMBER COUNTRIES
{alphabetic order)

AUSTRALIA

Falconry in not allowed in Australia because the laws do not
contain provisions allowing birds of prey to be kept. I know of
no attempts being made to have that situation changed. The IAF
is of course not going to take any step in this connection.

The opinion of an occasional correspondent is interesting in this
respect : "I‘m not aware that there are any attempts to have it
"legalised and I think it would be a hopeless task at present.
"Things are wvery gradually moving in the direction of
Woonservation in the sense of ’‘wise utilization’ rather than
"protection but in general the green movement is still dominated
"hy urban ideas of nature conservation. This is a very urban
"society -far removed from the Crocodile Dundee image that
waustralians like to project. At the moment for example, there
Wis controversy in the media about the proposal to encourage
"wealthy hunters to come here to shoot feral buffalo for
"trophies. It is felt that this would spoil the good conservation
"example that we are supposed to be trying to show."

BYELORUSSIA

The Byelorussian hunting law is in the process of being revised:
the present law, dating back to the soviet time, mentions birds
of prey among the permitted hunting methods. The new draft law
contains similar provisions.

There seems to be at the moment only one active falconer.

At our 1994 General Meeting it had been decided that the IAF
would finance a joint project on birds of prey.
This project started early this year.

4 short description of the j i i

= : T 12 project and an interir 3 z
§1Lst results is annexed to this President’s Reé;rzeport e

spent two weeks in Byelorussia -at m .

=nEn . : ny OWn expense- to meet t
E?LEéglgagﬁs in tzf project and to make an on the spot apora*si?

t chievements. I was most impressed by th ivation

the several ornithologists involved in the S;onQSthvatlon of
Inlsplpe of the difficult circumstances, the results achieved b
this f;rsp year’s census are very encouraging. ™
Ehere is anolutelylno doubt that the project should be continued
Oor aﬁm;easﬁithe five years that had been intended

ur members have received a booklet informing th : j
: s : le em of
;nd giving a glimpse of its first steps. - e

more detailed account on the first ve i ]
i _. .rst year will be issued thi
winter and circulated am f i - 111
i et g ong the members. The list of donors will
Besides the goodwill of all those i i

Che involved j

the participation of all of you. v LR ReSER Mmesdls
Without your generous financia 1 r i j i
e R 1 support, this project will have

CANADA

g:ét?url 1994 General IMeeting, we admitted the "Association
5 i001§e des Fauconniers et Autoursiers" (Quebec falconers)
ue to flnanClal constraints they decided in June to renoﬁh .
thelr membership in the IAF. ez
The news seems encouraqi j i
; ns  er ging as a major huntin 580C1 i
come 1in support of falconers. ’ SRS e
Eglconry has recently been legalized in the provinces of Prince
buzaifllfland and Nova Scotia, not because somecne asked for‘it
i -ase someone wants to practi i s it
el e P ise 1t. That’s the way it

INDONESIA

Somelt}me age I met a Belgian wvet, Dr Philippe Hovois, who was
enguiring about the existence of falconry in Indones{a E ﬁﬂé
very little information. I explained him the way falconr ‘is ad
in Zlmbapwe as the best method to collect specimens wilg bivaze
He had Lp mind a wildlife conservation project in Iriam._T ;
{Indone;ldn part of New Guinea). are
ﬁg Tgyﬁés hés f?unded a centre ﬁo; the study of fauna and flora.
; vig tw, among Qiny other activities, taking up falconry with
W o utilise it for collecting specimens of birds that would
?Ehizwgselbe eﬁfaifely difficult to capture in equatorial forest
nice challen i uld gi “sport.
You are welcome to cgitzai iitcfﬂryr Ehiaee o e e

Dr Philippe Hoyolis
Centre PUSPPENSSAT
Kodak Pos 100

NABIRE 98801

Irian Jaya

Indonesia

Fax : ++ 62 964 21 888
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IRAN

g ] i B3
My correspendent keeps me Very Ealtqiuliﬂllnsorme:e%Eiirw;ii
S F is | in Iran allegedly becau t 1
ountry. Falconry is banned 1n I L 3 :
Eo oregent the Arabs to come there to hawk ﬁoubgras. Thele SiiTZ

to be very little prospects of things changing 1n the forsee

future.

KOREA

It seems that in spite of an ancient and glo?ious Eiﬁt' fiicgﬁii
has almost died out after the war. In South Korea there a

two falconers, one of them being 80 years old.

All birds of prey are legally protected.

MEXICO

The legislation governing falconry is in the process of being
odified. o B . .

Et the CITES meeting, I mnade contact with rﬁf;esenpifiqiy“:gﬁ

‘oo in favour of the possibility t

Mexico. I pleaded very strongly 1n fave : LI
falconers io be allowed to take a limited number of hawks from

the wild. o

My arguments were vVery p051t1vely
my point of view would be taken into accou
roposed legislation. _ . ) e
g am keeping in touch with the Mexican authorities.

welcomed and I was told thgt
nt when drafting the

POLAND

L e ot : i
The Polish Falconers’ associlatlon nas a new H{eﬁlden; twezn
Wisniewski. I expressed our desire for improved relatlons De 4

eir association and the IAF. . e o
;ﬁe lJaw on hunting does not contain p?ou15¢onalforhfaliozzgé
There are attempts to have falconry included in the Iu y

soisl i . L .
}e%;;:atlsgg president of the Polish Hunters Assoc1atlon ;n
Erurs;ls and offered him the assistance of the 1ﬁf a?ltheleizo;rz

falc t in a tus. Bird protectlonnis
falconers to cbtaln a leqallsta . : . s
ZZry actively opposing the inclusion of falconry 1n future

legislation.

SLOVAKIA

The Association of Slovak Falconers has expressed the wish ?? be
;dmitted to the IAF but did not formally apply for membership.

11
TURKEY

There is guite a large community of traditional falconers flying
passage Sparrowhawks at Quails during the fall migration.
Sparrowhawks are released after the hawking season. Just over the
border is the region of the Georgian Republic where a similar
form of falconry is being practised.

It seems that falconers have formed an association.

Some vyears ago the ICBP (now BirdLife International) had
published a report on falconry and on bird of prey persecution.
Falconers were put in a very unfavourable light and some opinion
aroused that falconry should be banned.

I took advantage of the meeting of the 1988 Eurcpean Continental
Section of the ICBP in Tukey to address the problem with the
Turkish scientific and political authorities. I strongly
advocated in favour of education of the hunters and falconers
rather than taking measures of prohibiticn. Dialog rather than
confrontation.

I proposed IAF‘s co-operation in an education program of
falconers while recognising that our means were limited.

Due to the lack of resocurces, I could not go deeper inte it.

The Turkish Scciety for the Protection of Nature has just sent
me a video cassette introducing the education program they have
started with the co-operation of BirdLife International,
Yogelbescherming (Netherlands) and the Ministry of Education.
It is exactly what I would have dreamed for the IAF to set up if
we had had the necessary means for it.

It is believed that the sparrowhawks that are released at the end
of the hawking season can no longer complete their migration due
to the progress of the winter. BirdLife and DHKD estimate that
15,000 migrating birds of prey are killed, some of them to feed
the decoys used to trap sparrowhawks.

Falconers unanimously agreed to try alternative methods of
trapping and decoy feeding.

The campaign targetted two different groups : schocls and
falconers. Teams of university students equipped with vans, slide
projectors and education material including childrens bDooks
travelled through the area. The alm was to convince the audience
of the importance of the region for raptor migration describing
the natural richness and the local traditien of falconry.

I proposed IAF’s collaboration.

U.S.A,

In recognition of the great improvement in the situation of wild
populations the Peregrine falcon subspecies Tundrius has been
removed from the list of "endangered'" species as well as from the
list of "threatened" cnes. The conseguence of this have been that
the Tundra Peregrine would be allowed to be taken from the wild
for falconry.

However in wview of the principle of "similarity of appearance"
Tundras were not allowed to be taken from the wild in order to
avoid the Anatum suspecies being mistaken for Tundrius and
captured by mistake.

The next step was then to have the Anatum removed from these
lists. The wild population of Anatum had recovered remarkably
due mainly to the release programme conducted by falconers.
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understanding for our problems. I was happy to encounter a
general attitude of openmindedness.

I enclose a copy of the document I distributed to the partici-
pants as well as an abstract of the minutes of the meeting where
these "major cases of fraud" were discussed.

I discussed at some length with the delegates of the Parties the
idea of some sort of a "falconry pass".

I may say that I met a good deal of understanding.

I was thinking that the best way was to start with a European
Falconry Pass along the lines of the European Firearm Pass and
then to try and extend it to a larger geographical area.

The European Union was at that time preparing a "Regulation on
Possession and Trade in Specimens of Wild Fauna and Flora", this

would have been the opportunity of introducing some sort of a
falconry pass.

cee hereafter under the heading "European Union" more details
about that regulation.

A huge gathering such as the Conference of the Parties to the
CITES is not only the best opportunity for discussing important
issues directly related to the CITES but is also an opportunity
to meet a lot of people.

I was happy te meet the two falconers sent by NAFA, Roger Thacker
and Frank Bond; it was a short visit but very friendly.

I give hereafter, country Dy country a short account of
conversations I had outside the meeting hall.

Rumania.
There are a few youngsters who would like to revive falconry. I

said that if they are serious, I am ready to correspond with
them. We do not encourage the introduction of falconry where it
does not exist but we are prepared to help those who are
seriously interested. I reminded them not to forget falconry when
modifying the laws and gave them my "Model Falconry Regulations'.
No case of illegal traffic in birds of prey has been recorded.

Poland.
I =aid that falconers are complainig about the difficulties in

entering Poland with their hawks. He admits that it is difficult
and explains that it is due to the lack of legal basis for
falconry.

ornithologists are against falconry; why? don’t know but it is
a matter of fact that one must take account of.

The law is in the process of being amended. There are praposals
to include falconry in it but there is strong opposition.

I immediately sent from Florida a complete file with all my
arguments in favour of falconry to the president of the Polish
hunters’ association and offered IAF’s help.

No case of illegal capture of birds of prey (species of interest

15

to falconers) has been recorded

Mexico.
There is a draft law in i
1 X which falconry i i
= L ¥ 15 authorised i
bregregamifvbe‘taken from the wild, only rehab birés?;; 20 g}ra
hé-ﬁ' iptive breeding may be undertaken if one can M
cdnéasttne necessary ability do do it. The author55rove thét
act with falconers’ associations in relati et e
e atlion with that drarft
I ; L " 20
uszrzga;g?da document summarising the arguments in favou £
falcoﬁryl 1a:fpiﬁif :ndddglipeating what I considered th: Sfdzgi
ande i1t over the d :
St Sy : ay after. i
andu;;ngcs that my recommendations would be taken iﬁz R
at an amended draft law would be sent to ﬁé TO account
! ne .

Czech Republic,

A m i 3 i
ore flexible szystem could be intreoduced for falconers going

to Czechia for hawkin
: : g. Such a systen i € i
national and international legiglatiosuSt e

Permits for exporti i
it P ng wild Goshawks would be refused by the

Slovakia.
ggw law protects all birds of prey
irds of prey are issued 7L
: 5 r sued following th &
e are L g € same procedure -z
fgg we;i I sp?p¥eu. A travelling falconer needsplhe two e;S'EO?
Sl end trips, there would be big problems e
iconers are considered as like! ; .
‘ s ) i Kely to be S€
i . useful t
Fafc?rvac;?n tor 1instance by rehabilitating injur AR
conry 1s succesfully used on airfields TR R

Import and export permits for

Jordan-Pakistan-Russia

We A i

to?gﬁé%:;:ﬁal cgnv§rsatzons concerning illegal export of fal s

= evervhblpenlnsula. T ;dvocated that the solutién ishwogogﬁ

contr01.i;£?14, b??ause it would continue anyway but éut v?

chqnnelé pet Sg wﬁ:‘d be to organise the expart through off;ﬁigl

E make sure that a part of i i he

Shannel 2 mah i L p of the prefit woul i

local populations of the breedinag area as an iﬁcézg?gsfzt
3 5 iy > to

protec the 1 rene 28 ca re 1 < a I
o = wild ewan E ur that br d D
le 50 a =421 ng pUL.th =)

Early this yaar T =1 very ang nv ation th the
had =) ver lon o
ers l1or
enforcement clgellt oT the CI ES Secre ariat. he al]w['l wWas to

examine the possibility fo ?
i ol Y r the TIAF to co-operate with the

I have summarised our conversation in a

report. separate annex to this

}Iwentlto Switzerland to meet Eugene La
with him the possibilities of some so
should meet him again.

pointe to start exploring
rt of a falconry pass. I
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COUNCIL OF EUROPE

As I do every vyear I attended the meeting of the Standing
Committee of the Bern Convention in Straspourg. . s
It is always a good opportunity for meeting 1n§er?st1ng people
and reminding them that the IAF exists and actively represents
falconry wherever it may appear useful.

The Council of Eurcope in association with the French soclety for
Environmental Law is organising a cqllgquyl“The Comparatlve Law
of Hunting". I have accepted their LnVltatlon to give a lecture
on comparative laws on falconry. ; Clrculgted a lgnq
guestionnaire to our members asking deFalls on their legislation
doverning falconry, I am happy to say that the response has been

very good.

EUROPEAN UNION

The long saga of the "Regulation laying down provi;ions w;th
regard to possession of and trade in specimens of speclies of wild
i i d.

fauna and flora" is slowly coming to an en _ . ‘
It is expected that the version proposed by the French Presidency
will not undergo any more modifications. ]

I have sent to our members of the Europeqn Unicn my comments
asking them to transmit them to the authorities of thelr country.
It is indeed the meeting of the ministers of the Member States
which discuss, amend and adopt the texts. B s ]
I have also sént my comments to the Permanent Representatives of
the Member States.

SOME CHANGES IN THE DRAFT
"EURO-CITES" REGULATION

The word "POSSESSION" has disappeared from the titleﬁpf ;he
Regulation, it has also disappeared from a;tlcle 1 where the alms
of the Regulation are defined and it has disappeared from the 29
definitions of article 2.

This was one of our requests. ) ~ [
But! A more careful reading of the draft makes you dl;;oye“ a new
wording of § 2 of Article 8 :"Member States may_proanlt thg
keeping of specimens, amongst others,_of life animals of specles
listed in Appendix A" (free translatlop). ) o
The previous version said that possession of appendlg & spgg;ea
was prohibited, safe if one could prove the lawful origin of the
said specimen. . _

Mozt, 1f not all, European birds of prey will be in Annex A.

3 3 11
i;;;ﬁé?x?A“%zZ%%iZ}iEZt are captive bred will be treated like
?Epiggl;riv?gi;lii&g,Fthat ;fgﬁssiiigggfgffmited to specimens
?rzgkég Eﬁggﬁ;ifiaméaaéiﬂggtion be granted to hobbyist breeders
232’1125223 2222 %Zi?tiiﬁtive bred specimens,la ce?;}ficgtetpe
accepteg in ‘Elicf %ft izzirgcég;tiz?art permits, like in the
EEEZ§EZiEZé it i:J;é;e improvement compared to the previous text
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but not compared to the Convention.

Import and export of appendix B species rquires formalities of
a great complexity.

Article 9 "Movements of life specimens"

"Any movement within the Community of a life specimen of a
species listed in annex A from the location specified in the
import permit or in any certificate issued in compliance with
this regulation shall require prior authorisation...", this far
reaching exception of the principle of free movement is
maintained except if the specimen is captive bred!

It is to be feared that all raptors of European species will be

listed in appendix A. Captive bred specimens are exempted from
this article.

I have drawn the attention of the authorities, whether natiocnal
or at Community level, to the fact that it would become
impossible to practise falconry if "any movement" is prohibited
or subject to a prior authorisation. I have asked our members to
draw the attention of their national authorities to that danger.

This article contained, in the preceeding version, provisions
allowing the Commission to "determine the criteria, conditiocns
and procedures for the application of this articlem,

This possibility given to the Commission has disappeared in the
last version. The only possibility left to the Commission is "to
establish restrictions".

I had hoped that the Commission on basis of these provisions
could have organised something to facilitate the movements of the
falconers. aAlas!

Hereafter I reproduce one of the several protests I raised
against those provisions :

The establishment of the Internal Market should ens

movement within the Community.

If a specimen has been lawfully acquired and is lawfuly possessead
in the Community, it should be allowed to move freely within the
Community.

The requirement of a pricr authorisation for moving within the
Community is equivalent to an "intra-community expart permit",
which constitutes an interference with the free movement that the
Internal Market claims to guarantee.

The Convention affects only trans-border moevements, the proposed
regulation affects any movement within the Community however
small they may be: I may not walk in my garden with my specimen.

This article is a great step back in the establishment of the
Internal Market.

Some categeories of wildlife users move very frequently with their
specimen({s), it would then be impossible to apply each time for
a prior authorisation.

The case of falconers is typical in that respect: the falconer
moves with his bird(s) every day, at least during the hawking



season.
Provisions of article 9 would make the practice of falconry
impossible without a permanent derogation.

The objectives of the proposed regulation are to protect fauna
and flora from possible negative effects of trade rather than
making the multi centuries old art of falconry impossible.
Falconry is an activity permitted by article 7 of the Directive

79/409.

In spite of the positive attitude of the Commission, our requests
have not been satisfied, because the final decisions were lying
with the political authorities.

It iz expected that the Belgian Supreme Court will submit to the
Furopean Court of Justice a question concerning the compatibility
with Directive 79/409 of provisions allowing the capture from the
wild of a quota of song birds (Fringillidae) with a view to
captive breeding.

The reply of the Court of Justice will be very interesting for
falconers.

D. NON-GOVERNMENTAL INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS

G

As you will read hereafter, I applied for membership of the IUCN
on behalf of the I[.A.F.. I had to include with the application
a letter in support from two assoclations which are already
members of the IUCN. I requested the CIC to write such a letter,
but it failed to do so.

At the end of this report, you will find the summary of the 1954
meeting of the working group on £falconry as well as the
resolution and recommandation adopted on that occasion.

The working group on falconry holds its 1995 meeting on the same
day as the IAF, but in Austria.

I asked Heinz Pils to add to the agenda of this meeting a reguest
to henceforth hold the working group’s meeting together with IAF
general meeting.

I also requested that the working group takes no position on the
use of hybrids for falconry.

F.A.C.E.

Yves Lecocg and his crew keep fighting indefatigably to
safequard the interests of fieldsports.

The future European regulation on trade in wildlife (see above)
has been one of the concerns he took actively to heart.

The modification of the Bird Directive was also one of his
priorities, the result is that Corvids are now included in the
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;;zt g:_?yntasle s?fcies. More recently he made a very critical
illian analysis of a draft report by th 2

. L . ne Euraopean
Par%Lament on a proposal to amend the Bird Directive ?95400
conuernqu the hunting seasons for migratory game. i
?irsésotgeips_ itwatchful eve on the texts of the Council of
- e at mig have direct indirectls i :
e ly or indirectly an lmpact on
He is an active supporter of th i i

. ; . ) the solidarity of all huntin
22;;223’ includinilfalconry. The 1995 General Meeting unaninou%ig
a resolution in i wit s

e favour of hunting (with horses and
I am in permanent contact with FACE.

b=

.U.C.N.

The Internatipnal Union for the Conservation of Nature is th
w?rld’s most important nature conserwvation organisation e
At fur laft general mee;?nq, it had been decided that the IAF
would apply for membership. See at the end of this report th
resolution we adopted in this respect. i o

I filed the application on behalf of the TAF,
ig support oflour apgl;cation, I had to make a statement about
=1 Fonservatlon activities of the IAF, & questionnaire [(one
morel} has been sent to our members concerning their involvement
ln conservation actiwvities. )
?hgi¥§sglf l1s a & page document summarising the conservation
?E ivities qf most of our members. That document is reproduced
a Ehe end of this report; you may use it as supporting araumént
1n Zavour of falconry if need be. i -

?wo asggciations whiqh are members of the IUCN have sent letters
iupgorﬁlgq ﬁuug application : F.A.C.E. and D.J.V. (Deutsche%
vagdschutz Verband = German Hunters Assoclation ’

therefore our gratitude. F ey’ deserve

If we are admitted, the presti t i
e m 2d , tige of the IAF would de
greatly enhanced. .

WORLD WORKING GROUP ON BIRDS OF PREY

The WWG organisgd an International Conference on Holartic Birds
o? P:ey at Badajos (Extremadura, Spain) on 17-22 April. Over 400
Eqrt}C}panFs not only from many European countries but also a
;1g21fhcazc number from North America even two participants from
~alwan and a good many from ex-USSR. There w t e
ol R N 5 r ere about 70 oral
It was an excellent opportunit i i
L e : L t ¥ for meeting very interestin

people and defending the falconers’ point of view. 4

I gave a presentation on "socio-economic aspects of raptor
2 T - 3 - = o

conservation" in which I advocated the possibility for falconers

to take raptors from the wild, . o
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only one negative reaction was expressed a Portuguege CLE;E?d
that it is preferable to buy birds from breeders rather an

taking them from the wild. He is himself a breeder...
The +text of my presentation is reproduced in annex to this
report.

The Newsletter of the WWG guotes ny presentation as follows

"A presentation by Christian de Coune raised a;tlvg_dlfsusglon
"on the use of wild raptors for falconry, end}ng slff g 1na
nagreement that a small fraction of Surplgs wild birds hr0£
"well-established population of such species as the gost?ﬁic
"could be taken, provided that this was done on a silen.“.”
"basis with strict observation of CITES and nationa

"legislation.
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SUMMARY OF CONVERSATION

JEAN-PARTICK LE DUC (JPL}
(enforcement officer of CITES Secretariat)
CHRISTIAN de COUNE (cc)

(original document = 26 pages)
Brussels, 31st January 1995.

JEL. The volume of illegal activities has increaseqd considerably!
If falconers want to safeguard what they have, it is in their
interest to help us prevent them.

CC. If the problem is that bad, it means that it goes far beyond
the limits of falconry.

JPL. You focus only on honest falconers.
CC. Because I say that they are the overwhelming majority.

JPL. You say there are few smugglers, almost none. Well, I say
there are enough for me to be concerned about it.

Now the illegal trade in birds of prey has reached a level that
is higher than is tolerable, higher that the unavoidable fraud.

My aim is to wipe out the illegal trade.

I’ve made an analysis of the CITES related frauds and I say that
the problem is big encugh to necessitate me *o take action.

But if you say that I am completely mistaken, we stop the
dialogue.

It is a serious problem in Europe and measures are to be taken
to bring it to a tolerable level.

It is not only falconry but it has a great responsibility: also
involved are the "hawk shows".

The major part of the fraud are those people who move with
captive breeding certificates.

CC. Neobedy challenges that captive breeding works well. It is
fact that there is overproduction. Prices are decreasing.

As an illustration of this, at an auction which took place in
Germany where 26 birds were offered for sale and only 6 werse
purchased.

The needs of falconers are relatively limited, captive breeding
operated by honest people mests the demand far falcons.

There is then no need to rob eggs in the wild and to do all that
you describe.

If it is to increase overproduction
take that risk.

Falconers are not suicidal persons, they are not going to risk
their hobby for 5 vears or more with an illegal falcon when they
can get all they want through legal channels

I do not see why people would

JPL. Listen! I'm telling you frankly, I’'m not convinced of what
you say. If there is an illegal market it must be because the
demand is higher than the supply.

If there is a sufficient legal market, I don’t understand why
they do not buy from that market and still there is an important
illegal market.
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I say you are maybe right, you are maybe Wrong. I'm anllned E?
think that you are wrong, but I can’‘t prove it, but you cgn t
prove that you‘re right. You give me a status report on tfg gt

you give me the figures of birds that have been bred lnT?apulﬁl E
and the figures of the birds that have begn sold; th?n I’11 chec
the validity of your figures on thg b§31s OF what I have. i

Do it, it is of interest to me and it is of interest to you; for

yvou it is a question of image.

i i iti f illegal birds of
Why do they keep importing large guantities o
prgy and é;all quantities of legal ones from Eastern Eurocpe?
Goshawks and Peregrines.

CC. Eastern Eurcope is a very poor reglon for Peregrines, Ehere
are very few of them. There are far more Peregrines in France

than in the whole of Eastern Europe.
JPL. See the statistics published by EEC.

CC. All I can say is that it is not the falconers. And hawk shows
lay a small part.

ghei whera doiihese birds go? Is there another Categpry of demand
for falcens other than from falconers? Where would illegal birds

go to?

JPL. The consignees are not, gxcept for a few black ;heep,IETe
responsible associations which are w1th‘ you. $ESPSH%L ie
associations are not going to adm}t croqks: The illegal trade is
not involved with legal associations, it is elsewhere.

CC. These crooks are a small minority, tbey also have access to

the legal sources and they can also benefit from the overproduc-
i £ i ices.

tion and from the the decreaslnq pri ) »

There are few falconers outside the responsible assoclations.

!
JPL. Not true, there are lots of them! . )
There is mavbé a great majority of angels in your association,
but the problem is that all falconers are not with you.
Oone of the causes of the drop in the prices 1s the importation
from Eastern Europe with unbeatable prices.

CC. No, it’s the success of captive breeding.
What do they export from East-Europe?

JPL. Goshawks, Peregrines, Sakers.

- 1
CC. In Western Eurcpe nobody wants Sakgrs and thqurabs want on‘g
passage females. The saker population is very small in Europe an
is doing rather well.

JPL. There is alsc a legal market for Sparrowhawks.

kL there is very little
cC. Very few people fly Sparrowhawks because y
game thét ma;jbe hunted, for instance Trushes and Blackbirds are
mostl rotected. _
Thereyig an important demand for Goshawks. About 85% of Eurcpean
falconers fly "short wings", 15% use falcons. The dema;u fgr
goshawks is met with birds taken legally from the wild in
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Germany, France, Austria, East-Furope.

JPL. There are two main ways of laundering wild birds. The first
one is to buy the documentatiaon of a dead bird. There is a market
for such documents.

& falconer whom I fully trust told me that there was a chap who
openly sold CITES documents.

The other one happens mainly in Germany : 1f a breeder has
infertile eggs, he shows the shells and he Jets papers and uses
them for wild caught birds.

AL the moment I have problems with Great Britain. There are
plenty of breeders, I think that 80% of them are genuine breeders
but there are 20% who really make fun of us. They want to export
Peregrines. The authority who issues captive breeding certifi-
cates should dispose of a minimum of proof of authenticity.
There is a German who has organised a very clever system of fraud
which was discovered by chance. Birds arrived in Fortugal and the
man paid students to smuggle them in cars to Spain.

There is another problem of which I am fed up and that will be
raised at higher level of CITES, it is the problem of breeding
centres with illegal parental stock.

CC. I'm happy that you raise that point. If you go back several
generations, you will undoubtedly find birds that have either
been caught at a time when it was legal or that have been taken
illegally, but it is so long ago... It is however not
admissible.

No wonder that several well known breeders are no longer members
of falconers’ associations or never have been.

I think that cne must pose the problem of the legitimacy of the
current breeding while going some time back but not too far. But
how far?

I say that now captive breeding is functioning successfully
witnout illegally taking from the wild.

JPL. That is a problem that will be raised at the next Conference
of the Parties. After how long should there be an amnesty? Where
does one draw the line? We cannot avoid it.

I do not, however, accept that somecne who has consciously broken
the laws may, now, make money out of it,

For you to make proposals.

JPL. There is something for you to do

¥You must work together with CITES to prevent those who have
legally acguired birds suffering of administrative hassle. e
bothers vou, it bothers the management authorities and it bathers
me.

One must find a workable system for birds of legal origin.

The minimum requirement should be CThat, if things are to be made
easier, there must be absolute certainty that the birds are of
legal origin. The ring is not a guarantee.

CC. Then you want a DNA test for each and every bird?

JPL. Nooco! I want to be realistic. The control must match the

problem. Requesting a DNA test for all birds would be
nonsensical.
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One must be aple to reasonably guarantee that the bird is legal
and then one stop hassling people with red tape.

CC. One must trust the Management Authorities.
JPL. Provided they control seriously...

CcC. Let them make random tests.

JPL. For me it would do if he Management Authorities make DNA
tests on 10% of the birds per year.

cC. That takes a lot of money! In view of the costs, one should
make random tests.

JPL. For breeding operations one should DNA test the breeding
stock once. The cost of DNA tests is going down.

cC. It’s more than justified in relation to the potential fraud.

JPL. You DNA test the breeding stock for Appendix I species. For
Appendix II species you check 10% per vyear. If the management
authorities do that, we are satisfied.

cCc. ©One should not have to DNA test all chicks. DNA
fingerprinting should by no ways be the condition for the
issuance of documents. We just need to have random tests in order
to make DNA fingerprinting a deterrent. People just need to know
that DNA test is likely to be done here and there. Cne should not
hamper captive breeding.

JPL. My basis of negotiation would be to DNA test all Appendix
I and make random tests for Appendix II with a minimum of 10%.

cc. I would propose random tests for all species, all raptors are
anyway in Appendix Cl in European Union. I ask : no systematic
DNA test but random controls whatever the species, otherwise
there would be an enormcus increase in bureaucracy. Random tests
and not as a condition for issuing certificates. It'’s enough To
frighten people with the threat of random checks.

Jel,. Personally I think that is the path we must take. What we
need to agree is how far we should go : Appendix I only or
Appendix II, etc...

CC. We ask for controls, because the less we are be controlled,
the more people will suspect us.

Documents should be issuasd on basis of a bona fide declaration
cn a streamlined way, but the deterrent should be there that
anyone may be checked at any time. If somecne is not all right,

be tough with him.
Genetic test or other should not be a condition for issuing the
documents because otherwise it would become a huge bureaucratic

burden and we’ll never get our papers.

JPL. The Secretariat is not at all against falconry. Nobody at
the level of the Secretariat nor at the level of the Conference
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2£ t%; Parties islthinkinq of challenging falconry.

é e iﬁretarlat 1S Tresponsible for the implementation of a
zonven lon: what we want is to put an end to the illegal

in birds of prey. ) g8t frade

The first thing for i : -
ivigte g you to do is to admit that that l1llegal trade

fg.eifsizu Z?{ ;hat this illegal trade exists, I must agree that
i o al can say is that we do not need the%
ggg Iste;nst%onal Association is ready to co—opefgi;mﬁggéeiié

retariat in order to t : : ini
Rtk 0 try and reduce frauds to the minimum
I am here as the representative of £

: : " alcone i

I’negoclate with you in their name.L °rs from 21 countries,
I'm ready to do something but I don‘t know what .

i?tﬁ Yff]fre the only falconer who contacts me. I am in touch
a inds of people all over the world, but with fale
you are the only one. : : e

CC. Why talk to ten people when ¥ou can talk to one?

I i i
JPL. Among falconers, there is alot of information and rumour hat

circulates. How many times !
g that.._"f V' mes have you phoned me to tell "I‘ve heard

CC. Newver, because T tell only what I know and I know nothing

JPL. You are being naive! There

. | 2 are members of your ases iati

th call me to tell me "I've heard that..." "Tiey sayqfﬁéitlofs

I keep record of all that with a classificat: i o the
. rec Y ith ifica g E

reliability of the information. FiOR According o the

CC. One must be sure o th P pL rar %,
C wh ase 20 2 are how an there
) T Y 1= area

o] b - i

iéié g:ziglzreTiometimes chaps who call me just to tell tales and

o e {n. uﬂfrié¥§;§ffo feopletwho call me because they want
e E Jle agains £r S i

falconers who are disgusted iﬂth the i??gaél iiiéeaﬁﬁ ggnuine

u? 1nform§tlon are very limited, whereas, in your éma{lawgi;gs

E;:ﬁy@fg Knows eyerything very guickly. What I would like ‘ié
 Wihen such information clrculates, I get it. j

22, I’p not going to phone you with tall stories

EZT?;?;qg :?at iFems me really useful, I would E;lffygu?eﬁi

fal;- 1s that the worse enemy of falconry is the croococked
coner, the one who breaks the laws. The only such chap who

ever called me is Whitehead. I did not want to be i 0 b

invelved in that affair. S

JPL. You sh ;o i i
il ould have; if you do nothing against such people,

gour months pefcre the Whitehead case broke, I knew that a big
‘eal was immlnent. German falconers were aware of it, guys from
your association, French too. And you, you didn’t know anything?

CC. Nothing.
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IPL. You are a big innocent! If chaps from your clubs know things
aiﬁttgey don‘t in%orm you, then one could on;y say that something
is wrong. It’s a problem of inte;nal organisation.

I propose that you do the followlpg : you go nack ta_yo%r"quys;
you tell them what we have been dlscusslng'aqd you say @ "chaps
if we are to be credible, you gotta give info. The problem of
illegal birds of prey is getting really very sarious, i1f you E?Yi
suspicions, if you hear even just a rumour, you tell me and I
inform the Secretariat"

cc. I shall not do that. ) .
I’ve several times sent circulars to our mnembers with long

i i i g s information. I also ask
uestionnaires asking for dl% sorts of informa - a
%hat knowledge they have of lllegay taking of raptors from the

wild, illegal exports, infractions in the last 2-3 years.

JPL. And the chaps reply "zero"?

CC. Yes.

JPL. They are taking the piss out of youl!
cC. Maybe, but what else can I do?

JPL. Tomorrow you send a circular to your members and you Sfy
"] mat someone from the CITES Secretariat, he 1nformeq me of_hhat
there are serious problems, I ask vou tq contact me 1Pme§1dpel§
py phone with any info likely ﬁo help in the strugg;ecdgalnﬁh
tnose bastards of illegal traffickers and I shall make of 1t the
use that I‘ll deem necessary'.

cC. What about the explanatory booklet explaining the CITES to
the falconers?

JPL. That is wvery important, so at least Fhe honest people would
not find themselves in an illegal sitpatlon by their 1gnorinc¢.
There are lots of people who make mlstakeg,lnot pecau;e thelr
birds are illegal, but because they make administrative mistakes.
We waste time with that, for nothing.

The basic work has to be drafted by us, you bear the printing
, i1l write it.

costs and you pay the person who wil <

Tt is not an enormous amount of work, we Just need someone Wwho

xnows CITES, he’s not going to work very long. It should not be

too expensive.

I shall send you a proposal.

cc. T could not commit myself to an operation that would exceed
our financial possibilities.

JPL. Your problem is to work out a set of procedures which wogld
avoid unnecessary hassle for people who are legal while giving
encugh guarantees to prevent fraud. . ‘ i

It 52 for you, falconers’ assoclations to propose solutions,
keeping very well in mind the two aims @ easing the system for

legal people and offering guarantees against bastards who cheat.
o & * * *

and Conservation of Birds of Prey

RECORD OF ACTIVITIES IN THE FIELD OF
CONSERVATION.

I wish to draw your attention to the fact that the TAF is more
what one calls an ‘"umbrella organisation", therefore the
activities in the field of conservation are mainly conducted by
our member assocciations.

Nonetheless the IAF as such set up a joint program with the West
Byelorussian Society for Bird Protection. This joint project is
at its beginning (should last at least 5 vears) but it seens
guite promising. I made a trip to Byelorussia this summer and
could assess for myself its very promising prospects.

By the way you are most welcome toe to send us a financial
contribution.

One of the objects of the IAF is "to encourage the ecological and
veterinary research on birds of prey...", in this framework I
describe country by country, conservation activities of some of
IAF's members.

Austria

Falconers have repeatedly proposed their co-operation in breeding
and release programmes. The anti-hunters and fanatic bird
protectors made such a co-operation impossible.

Belgium.
The hostile attitude of bird protection organisaticns would
prevent cooperation with falconers. Our members keep pleading
with the hunters not to persecute birds of prey, see enclosed
article.

Great Britain

The British Falconers’ Club actively supports seminars on raptor
research and runs its own captive breeding scheme. It gave much
active support (and finance) in pioneering captive breeding
techniques at the time when many species of raptors werae
endangered, and continues to do so. The Club’‘s advice and
experience have also been readily available and utilised to re-
establish such raptors as the Sea Eagle, Red Kite, Goshawk in the
United Kingdom, as well as to care for and hack back injured
birds of prey into the wild in the interest of conservation.
Many BFC members have in the past and continue to make notable
contributions. eg. Robert Kenward with his Goshawk, Buzzard
studies and currently his work with Sakers in Kazakhstan, Carl
Jones and the Mauritius Kestrel, Nick Fox and the New Zealand
falcon. Dick Treleaven was one of the first to identify and draw
attention to the decline of the Peregrine in the fifties. John
Cooper has done and is still doing very valuable veterinary work

The International Association for Falconry
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on the raptor pathology.

The release work which helped to re-establish Goshawks in
Britain.

Following publications could be cited :

Kenward, R.E. 1981 Coshawk re-establishment in Britain - causes
and implications. The falconer 7:304-310.

Kenward, R.E., Marguiss, M & Newton, I. What happens to goshawks
trained for falconry. Journal of Wildlife Management 45:802-806.
The BFC also started publication of the journal Captive Breeding
of Diurnal Birds of Prey and organised international conferences
in Oxford on "Raptor Management Techniques" and "Understanding
the Goshawk" with published proceedings (the latter organised in
conjunction with IAF).

The BFC is now one of the organisations (with the Naticonal Trust,
English Nature, Game Conservancy and Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds) helping with a project to discover why
buzzards are absent from eastern Britain and to re-establish them
there if possible. The BFC’s official role is to help provide
captive bred young for release, but BFC menbers (Sean Walls and
Robert Kenward) organise the work and 2 of 4 release sites this
yvear have been run by BFC members (alan Morriss, Mike Nichells).

Czechoslovakia.
several falconers are members of the Czech Ornithological
Society.

All breeding stations and stations for injured birds are led by
falconers (private and of Czech nature conservation).

A portion of the young birds (peregrines and sakers) is allocated
to a release program that is being run in the countryside and
several towns. A great part of the work is done by falconers.
The first breeding attempt by peregrines in town was recorded
this year in Prague. Falconers were involved. The female was bred
in captivity in 1991, released in 1993 in Prague, the male also
probably originated from captivity.

France.

The Association Nationale des Fauconniers et Autoursiers Francais
has been officially recognised as a nature conservation
organisation.

one should remember that the FIR (fonds d’intervention pour les
rapaces) has been founded by ANFA (French falconers).

The "Centres de Soins" (rehabilitating centres) of which Mr
Grolleau is the president consults ANFA about raptors as to
whether they are capable of being released and, if need be, they
are entrusted to falconers to be prepared to be released back to
the wild.

The understanding between "Centres de Soins" and ANFA is
exemplarly good.

Germany .
The Deutscher Falkenorden was founded 70 years ago to protect
raptors and learn more about their biology. Both could

efficiently be supported by practical falconry. This was a good
basis to achieve full protection of all raptors and it was also
an essential condition to succeed 1in captive breeding and
reintroduction of Peregrines and White Tailed Sea Eagles. The DFO
reintroduction programme released about 600 peregrines, which

29

resulted in more than 45 successful nestin ai

. : . Ng palirs of peregri

in which one or bothlpartner originated from captive greeginges
Thi ;;;ure conservation actvities of DFO are focused on the ré—
establishment of the tree nesting peregrine i i
lived in North East Europe. i 7 PepIiRton: Wilsh
DFC is looking to focus activities on other end ]
such as the Montagu’s Harrier. RHCSSES, (SR
Eecause of all these activities the DFO has been acknowledged by
the German Covernment as an "Institution which supports
significantly nature activities". all building activities which
fgn LPfluepcelnature must be approved by such "§ 29 Institu-
tlons". This gives DFO the right of veto if raptor habitats are
affected by road, airport, channel or other building activities.

Hungary.
Falconers are being kept away from raptor conservation in spite

of heir aslre to partlcloate for xamp . In rel od [s]
the d e} exanmple =]
Il ntr uction

India.

In spite of its ancient history and glorious past £ i
no longer allowed in India (like ang other ggrm’ofaiiiziiq;s
there is nonetheless a Hawking Club of Hyderabad; members of thé
HCH took part in the Raptor Project which is jointly run by the
Bombay Natural History Society and the US Fish and Wildlife
Service. HCH involved itselfin the movement against the use of
DDT. HCH views were requested by WWF-India concerning the draft
of a IUCHN drgft on sustainable use of wildlife resource. HCH
mem?g;s are liaising with WWF-India in its fight against illegal
traffic in birds of prey.

Ireland

The Irish Hawking Club has for many years participated i i
of prey conservation. Individual mé;bersiaave tzke;i;g;:lfi
merlin and peregrine surveys. The IHC has an ongoing arrangeme;t
w;th the Wildlife Service with regard tao rehabilitating injured
blr@g of prey and hacking them back where appropriate. Individual
members of the IHC have bred kestrels for release ta the wild.

Italy.

Some years ago, the "Circolo dei Falconieri d’Italia per lo
Etudlo e la Protezione dei Rapaci" participated with WWF-Ttaly
Lorh protecting Peregrine breeding sites in South Italy,
fonhr%butlng some thousands Dollars to it. The WWF never credited
Lhetc;écolo for its contribution. The Circole would now rather
contribute to international projects (like the B i
e bi ( : Byelorussian

Japan

The Japan Falconiformes Center (JFC), has been conducting over
the last 13 years a wide range of protective activities based on
concrete measures, sgch as surveys, studies and preservation of
nesting places, placing artificial nests, curing injured hawks,
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and training them for their return tc the wild, releasing young
hawks artificially bred, sperm freeze preservation tests and
tests for increasing the number of eggs laid.

The budget of JFC is 22 million Yen per year. JFC is the only
organisation in Japan that spends such a big budget only on bird
of prey conservation. Therefore, the Japanese Environmental
Agency recognizes the Japan Falconiformes Center and its
activities as indispensable. The said Agency repeatedly consults
the JFC about measures for preservation of hawks and falcons and
entrusts it with raising birds in its custody. The JFC also
receives many similar requests from various local governments and
other bodies pursuing natural and environmental preservation:
and, evary time JFC advises them on the best possible course in
the interests of birds of prey.

For instance, outside Kyoto, an academic town is now under
construction. As the development project was substantially
modified in line with the JFC’s proposal in order to protect
nests of goshawks found in that area, three young safely left the
nest this year toco.

When hawk-eagles’ natural habitat was threatened by the
construction of a dam, bringing about a confrontation between
promoter and opponent groups, the construction of the dam was
made possible by such a method proposed by JFC based on the
latter’s study so as not to cause negative effects to hawk-
eagles. Therefore the JFC received congratulaticns from both
sides.

These are results of concrete measures for protecting birds of
prey, that were made possible by using traditional falconry
techniques, by which man learned how to co-exist wisely with
hawks and falcons from ancient times, with modern scientific
approach.

Netherlands.

A4 large number of the rehabilitation centres in Netherlands are
run by falconers. "Valkeniers Verbond Adriaan Mollen" (Dutch
falconers) is co-operating with '"Vogelbesherming" (Bird

protection society) to examine with official authorities how
falconers can ensure the technical training for future raptor
rehabilitation centres.

"Adriaan Mollen" has given financial support to the Hungarian
ornithological society for the conservation of Saker falcons.
Very recently, Adriaan Mollen gave funds to the Werkgroep
Roofvogels Nederland (Dutch working group on raptors) to set up
a mobile exhibition intended for schools, city halls, public
places, etc for promoting raptor protection.

Portugal.
The "Assocliacaoc Portuguesa de Falcoaria" (Portuguese falconers)
is a member of the Sog¢iedade Portuguesa para o Estudo das Aves.

South Africa.

A project was started at the University of Pretoria on the
freezing of falcon semen.

The first phase of it was initiating a breeding project, the
second phase was to take the excess offspring and hack them back
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on electric pylons.

The project was approved by the University of Pretoria, funds
were granted for it but, Nature Conservation refused to issue
permits to take birds from the wild.

Then Walter Bednarek (Germany) started a fruitful co-operation.
The Nature Conservation agreed to the importation of captive bred
peregrines from Germany.

The captive breeding unit at long last was then started after
many years walting.

Then started public relations with the birding clubs.

They were taught how to locate peregrines in the wild and how to
recognise them. The result of that was that the Cape Bird Club
found a peregrine nest and were able to watch it.

All this resulted in a reciprocate co-operation between falconers
and bird clubs, so there is never a feeling of antagonism.
Falconers have a great knowledge of birds of prey 1in South
Africa, and they are prepared to share that knowledge with the
ornithologic societies provided the latter do not reject them,
which would be a waste of human resources.

The primary effort of the Cape Falconry Club is bird of prey
conservation before falconry itself.

It is the duty of every member to keep accurate records of what
they see, any nest they find, any observation they make is keot
carefully. Annual report is made for the Nature Conservation.
There is a great degree of mutual trust that is expressed on both
sides. Falconers help Nature Conservation and reciprocally.
Falconers not only work with the Nature Conservation, which is
the governing body but also with scientific institutions.

For instance, with Dave Peppler of the University of
Stellenbosch, a werk has been published on trichomoniasis in
Western Cape raptors, the study is still going on. The club is
giving its backing to a project David Peppler is conducting on
Lesser Kestrels.

The most obvious aspect of conservation is the collection of data
from the wild by the Cape Falconers’ Club. For instance they have
collected new data on the occurrence of Black Sparrowhawks in the
Cape Province.

Cape Falconers actively co-operate with Nature Conservation and
the African Raptors Information Centre (ARIC) in  the
reintroduction of Falco chiguera in the North of Cape Province,
whose population had sharply declined following the destruction
of crows. These falcons used to breed on old crows’ nests and
they suffered considerably from the loss of nest sites.

Zimbabwe.

Falcon College and another one in Zimbabwe are the only school
boys’ falconry clubs in the world. It was started in 1961 hy
Peter Steyn, one of the foremost authorities on the biology of
raptors in Southern Africa.

Falceonry is a part of the curriculum activities of the school
-like rugby or soccer- for which there is a proper course an
biology of birds of prey, management and veterinary aspects of
birds of prey, as well as training how to do scientific work for
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rapter research and research on guarry species. The membership
of the College’s club has been limited to eight students at a
time.

This part of the education program is under the enthousiastic and
dynamic guidance of Ron Hartley, who is also the President of the
Zimpbabwe Falconers’ Club.

The scientific approach to falconry by the members of the
falconry club of Falcon College makes falconry a real tool for
data collecting.

Not only is data collected about raptors but also on the guarry
species.

Every prey item that is caught is weighed, measured : length of
beak, wing, tail, guts, data on the stage of the moult is noted,
the crop contents are anlysed, etc.

It is interesting to note that for many species, falconry is the
most efficient way to collect bird specimens from the wild.
Falconry is then an invaluable source of information.

The involvement of falconers in bird of prey research and
caonservation is by far not limited to the students of Falcon
College, the official policy is to promote falconry especially
insofar as the falconers are under an obligation to involve
themselves in prescribed conservation activities.

This has resulted in an impressive number cf articles and papers
written by falconers.

Mention should alsc be made the captive breeding project of
Africa’s rarest falcon, +the Taita Falcon with an eye to
supplementing the wild populations and the proposal to set aside
as a bird of prey sanctuary a valley hosting breeding pairs of
that very rare bird, the Zimbabwe Falconers’ Club is to be
credited for this.

In Zimbabwe, falconry may be considered as a real tool for raptor
canservation, for a large part, Ron Hartley is to be credited for
G
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presentation given at the Conference
HOLARTIC BIRDS OF PREY
Badajos {Spain) 17-22 april 1995

SOCIO-ECONOMIC EFFECTS OF RAPTOR CONSERVATION

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
FALCONRY
&
RAPTOR-CONSERVATION
by

Christian de Coune .

First of all, one must make a distinction between "conservation"
and "protecticn".

Protection, like habitat protection and population managenent,
is a part of conservation.

Some countries or organisations tend to give priority to
protection rather than to conservation, making protection a goal
in itself.

Such countries or such organisations would ban any harvesting of
birds of prey for falconry.

Scientists however agree that healthy or prosperous populations
of birds of prey can tolerate some controlled vyield.

Where protection has more political weight than scientific
reasoning, the compatibility of wise use of wild raptors with
conservation will be brushed aside.

Raptoer conservation and falconrv.

A distinction has to be made between '"falconry" and "hawk
keeping".

Falconry is the sport of taking wild guarry in its natural state
and habitat by means of trained hawks.

I shall deal exclusively with falconry in the sense of the above
mentioned definition ignoring any other use of birds of prey.

Falconry has a very limited impact on wild populations of birds
of prey :

- falconry is a small scale activity involving few people;
- falconers keep theilr birds for several years.

Therefore the reguirements of falconers may be considered as
minimal.
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- the great majority of falconers (*85% in Europe) use raptors
of common species, like Goshawks;

In a healthy population of birds of prey the yearly rate of
reproduction exceeds the mere replacement rate of the parents.
There is a surplus production from which the removal of a small
number will have no measurable adverse effect.

out of the total lifetime reproduction of a pair, only two must
survive to ensure the replacement of the parents.

The experimental removal in the 80‘s in Wyoming of an average of
18% of the young produced by Prairie Falcons over a period 8
years did not show to have had negative consequences.

Other observations have shown that a higher yield could be barne
by other species.

The European Commission, in its explanation of the concept of
nsmall numbers" contained in the Bird Directive states that 1%
of the mortality must always be considered as a small number, a
nigher figure should be the subject of an environmental
assessment.

In spite of all tnhis, some countries still do not allow falconers
to take raptors from the wild; those countries give more weight
to political considerations than to scientific reasonings.

They refuse to consider healthy populations of birds of prey as
a natural renewable resource.

Over the last decades, falconers have played a positive rdle in
raptor conservation and still do.

Depriving falconers from taking a few hawks from the wild would
result in them losing the interest they have always had for the
species.

Interest is very often an important incentive to protect a
resource.

If falconers cease to participate in raptor conservation
projects, there would be a loss of human resource as a result.

Excessive protection may prove counter productive for the
species.

Refusal of some organisations to cooperate with falconers can
also prove counter productive.

I therefor call for a better dialog between falconry and
conservation.

Tt would be for both sides’ benefit.

i, president of tne Interrational
"Le Cocketay, S-il4d Goazé-Andounar

Ty,
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Trouble brewing
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z.8.T.A.P. (W Belarusian
5gc. for Bird protecticn)
slexander VintchevaKy,

R - S

Christian de Couna,

The President, "La Cochetay",
B-4140 Gomze-Andoumont,

BELGIUM 230023 Grodno, BELARUS
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1AF - ZBTAP JOINT PROJECT 1995-649
"RAETORS OF BELARUS: ENTERING INTO NEW CENTURY"

{. Competiticn "Berkut".
This competition {"perkut" meens Golden Eagle in aelarusian) l= aimed
yities of general public dealing with wildlife in scome

to support acti
tourists etc.) devoted ke the discovering

axwtant (foresters, hunters,
breeding sites of rare rapters. Any

{see Appendix) found by any perscn and
pe plotted on the map and taken

ofFf new and previously unknown

such site of choosen species
checked by ZBTAP raptor expert will
by ZBTAF or other natlonal/local nature protecting

ynder protection
of the rare raptor nest wnich was unknown LD

organization. The finder

protectionists previously will be payed for cooperation.

The gost of the competition will consist of tha prized for neat [in-

and potential numbers of finds per speci-

ders (ses Appendix for sums
[ts estimated =ize

es) and travel expences for expert nest checking.
im 1918 US S.

Thg President, P.0. Box 187,
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2. Monitoring of breeding populatians.

Thias section ot the praject will consiat of the monitoring of hree-

ding sSuccess a several raptor specles both an regional (local study

areas in Grodno, Minsk and Vitebsk regions, matnly for relatively
comman speciesg, 1.8. Goshawk, Kestrel, Maran Harrier) and naticnal
[study over nearly the whole species range in the cauntry, for rare
and localized species, i.g. tsprey, Golden FEagle. Merlin). Dynamics

nf breeding density for scome common species will be monitored too. He
are planned to collect relatively reliable information on Common Buz-
zard, Goshawk, Sparrowhawk, Marsh .and Montagu's Harrlers, Osprey.
Golden, Short-toed, White-tailed, Spotted and Lesser Spotted Eagles,

Kestrel, Hobby and Merlin.

During the fieldwork with thz nest of raptor apecies we are planning
to test and to develop Meybure's Foster parent technigue for the Tl
sing =agle’s productivity on other foster and host spacies. First.
work will be carried out on aeveral nests of Lesser Spotted Easle as
host and Common Buzzards as foster parents (Kites in Heyburg’ s expe-

riments}. Desplte of relative high =siza of Lessar Spotted Eagle popu-

lation, it seems to be vulnerable species, and cross fostering may
have potential positive effect for its status. Moreover, expeCience
an Lesser Spotted Eagle - Common Buzzard palr will be wvery useful for
potential work on crosgs-fostering Ln endangered Spotted Fagle. SE-
cend, we =are woing Lo test this method on the patr Golden Eagle -
Goshawk. This pair seeaxs to De Very appropriate for the rising of

productivity aof the most endangered felaruzian gagle speciss.

The cost of this work will consist of tha financial support of the
fieldwork of people sgarching and checking the negbs. It estimated

=

size iz 1872 US E.

v
o
o
]

2, Winter feeding of ea

This section of the Frolject will consist of feeding af wintering =seg-
le spenies (Golden and White-tailad Egles] under the unfavourable
conditions, Two situations seem to need winter feeding: wintering of
White-tails outside of ice-free water-bodies and fish-ponds, a. .,
adult mirds on thelr breeding Canges in Bl Belarus conteinig only
samesll ice-covered lakss., Second, some Golden Eagle pairs wintering in
the large bog areas wlth entremely low food supply in winter, Moreo-
ver, fCeading of the emglas at specially managed sites will pravent
their maortallty tn the traps for carrion-feeding carnivores vuged er-

roneousgly by unexperienced or illegal trappers.

The work will be orsanized in 5 points in N Belarus, payed local pe-
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ople will prepare and manase feedine statians wnich will be visited

periadically by our anperts.

matlmated cost sizs (s 200 us s.

4. Artifictal nesting platforns faor earles.

This part of the Project will consist of artificial nesting platforas
building Eor Osprey, chort-toed and Geolden Eagles. The species are
choosed according Lo their congservational status and clear habitat
and nest site characteristica., Golden Fagles build their nests almost

apclusively on the edges of fForest "islands" in the larse hogs., and
the pine steanda growing

30 nests/syear in seve-

two other species uvsed top-altuated nests in
in raised bogsz. We are planning to butild about
ral areas, they will be built by tratined local peaople.

will conslst of the travel expenses lcar and

The cost ot thi=a waork
prize per nest for local peaple. its

bus} for the builders and small

agtimated size i3 30 US $.

"RAPTURS 0

Ha

Conpilled by A K. Ti

Since start of bra
data summarized in
ding raptors was C©
rus: Grodne in Gro
Brest Region, Hins
Shumilino and Viteb

Nata were collected

130, A.L.Pleskaitbi

ky, V.MN.Vorobiov an

In total 132 s
e

agoup
of active n t

Y 1
s5ts was
during the eacly st
evary occupied terr
od disturbanse and

some vizits, So,

productivity {clute
en/nests :nspected.

Main re=svits are li

HMumber of ococupied
1v data before May

Milvus migrans

Hilwvus milvus

Haimesetus albicilla

Cironetus gallicus
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The International Association for Falconry
and Conservation of Birds of Prey

DOC. 9.22

ALLEGED INFRACTIONS

The infractions quoted in Doc, 9.22 {p.8-9 and 39-44) as “Major cases” consist mainly of
border crossings by falconers going abroad for hawking.

This illustrates ence of the problems linked to the implementation of strict regulations : nat
to hamper aclivities that are not specifically aimed at by the said regulation. [ would call
them “non target victims”.

It is obvious that CITES daes not aim at hampering or at making it exceedingly difficuit
for falconers to go hawking abroad with their falcon.

Nonetheless CITES produces such “side effects”™. As President of the TAF, 1 receive
frequently complainls from members who meet with problems caused by the
implementation af CITES.  They sometimes have to wait months for having CITES
docurments issued

The Convention contains provisions relating to border crossing, with “persenal effects”.

The falcon that the [alconer takes with him to go hawking s, typicalty, such as a
“personal effect”, like his dog would be too.

If the provision relating 1o “personal elTects” had been applied to travelling, falconers, the
chapier on inlractons would have been a lot shorter; a lot ol administrative energy would
have been saved and a great deal of dissatisfaction towards CITES would have been
avpided.

[ may, of course, nat admit that (alconers knowingly disregard compulsory formalitics,
but, when those tommalities are olally ouwt of proportion and serve in no way the aims ol
the Convention. [ dare ta say that [ uaderstand those faleoners, while blaming thent



They sometimes have to wait months for a permit 1o go hawking abroad for a week-end.

J The number of infractions committed by falconers going abroad for hawking proves the Captive breeding of falcons globally covers the needs of the falconers.

need for a formula facilitating border crossings by falcons accompanied by their owner
travelling for hunting purposes. This is even an overproduction, that is illustrated by this fact:

last year, in Germany, a falcon auction took place. Lots of people had been attracted

The Europcan Urion, considering that “... more flexible rules should be adopted in there by a large publicity; there sere more spectators than buyers: out of the 26 falcons
respect of hunting... in arder to avoid impeding the free movement of persons more than offered for sale, onty 6 were actually sold. A female Peregrine did not even fetch 800
necessary;”, has instituted a “European Firearms Pass® for hunters travelling abroad for DM. .

hunting purposes (Dir. 91/477). :
The figure of $200,000.- quoted by Doe. 9.22 is ridiculously exaggerated: I have the

price list of a breeder whcr_s Gyrfalcons are offered for $1,700.- to $5,000.- according to

The gun is to the hunter what the falcon is to the falconer.
the colour and the sex.

There is also a passport for horses; why not for falconers' birds?
! At least, as far as the price of falcons is concerned, this report is exaggerating or is ill-

P ’ informed. I notice that, contrary to the report on the other infractions, this one lacks the

usual comiments from the Parties.
[ dan't want to divert your attention from the “genuine” infractions.
The other infractions referred to by the table on page 44: the (2) and maybe the (1)

There is this enormous transaction involving some 170 falcons originating from Saudi involved a German citizen who used to live in Portugal.

;| | Arabia. It is interesting to know how the whole thing started:
I couldn't get information from my correspondent on infraction (3) due to lack of details.

| 1 member of the Royal Family of Saudi Arabia had a falcon captive breeding centre of If falconers are involved and if they have consciously broken the law, we blame thern and
| which a British citizen was taking care, When the Gulf war broke out, the Arab Pnince approve the sanctions that may have been applicd to them.

| abruptly lost interest in falcon breeding and gave all his falcons to the said Britsh cinzen
i : 2nd told him to leave the country very soon with the birds. The rest of the stary is told in

details at pages 39-41 of the Report. This is a unigue case which is by all prababilities
not going 1o be repeated. Infraction (5) related, according to the assumption of my correspondent, to falconers

I | going to Poland for hawking.

Infraction (4) does not concern falconry: Aquila heliaca is not a falconry bird.

. The case of the 4 Gyrfalcons captured illegally in Greenland puzzles me most:

| 1 have no information on mniraction {0).
I il. [ asked my correspondents in Denmark, France and Gcrnl.:.m}.' o m.akc an mquiry about |

I that case. In spite of their efforts, no one could get me any information about that case,

. | As far as the international smuggling organizaton allegedly based in Spain, my Sparnish This chapter cn infractions does not illustrate, contrary to what the cammenls of the
correspondent tells me that it does not SAE Secrelariat suggest, the fact that falconry is at the orimn of an illegal traffic in birds ol
prey. My analysis relates only lo (he European falconry and may extend to Morth

‘ | 1 myself believe as weil that that international smugeling ring of birds of prey does not American falconry

exist.
[ PLEAD NON GUILTY FOIR THE FALCONERS.
Falconers are low abiding persons who practice their sport in full compliance wiath the

regulations. They do not need illegal sources of birds, legal sources cover thetr needs. [ am not the only one who pleads non guilty for them: the Department of the Interdor of

the USA, Fish and Wildlife Service, wrote “It has been the services’ cxperience that the
in Furope, only 10-15% of the falconers use falcons, the other use what we call short overwhelming majority of falconers practice their sport i [ull compliance with Federal
wings, mainly Goshawks. and State regulations.” (Federal Register Val. 34, no. 177/ September 14, 1989
FFalconers are subject to the Code of Conduct of the TAF- “Falconers are under both a
legal and a moral obligation (o vhserve the laws and vustoms of other own and Toreign
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countries, ..." In case of breach of the law, the association will take appropriate
disciplinary action against its member. This may result in his falconry licence to be
withdrawm.

Falconers know that the worse enemy of falconry is the bad falconer.

Falconers know that many extremist pressure groups dream of the abolishment of
falconry and would exploit any misbehaviour of a falconer.

Falconers know that the fault of one may have devastating consequences for the whole
group. For all these reasons, falconers abide by the laws. Falconers do not need illegal
falcons, captive breeding covers their needs.

Falconers would refuse a falcon the origin of which is not ascertained by proper CITES
documents and by a ring. They would refuse that bird not only for the sake of the law,
not only for the sake of ethics but also because it would be suiciding to be in possession
of an illegal hawk.

Tt is too easy lo claim, without illustrating it, like Doc. 9.22 does, that captive breeding
centres serve to launder illegal birds. It is now possible to prove it by means of DINA test.

It is this kind of innuendo that led the breeders to produce more and more hybrids and
non indigenous hawks.

One should refrain from publishing fanciful exaggerated amounts that hirds ol prey
would fetch: it might give bad ideas to people who would otherwisc not have thought of
poaching hawks.

In every human group thers are black sheep; it would be intellectually dishonest to blame
the whole group for the fault of one or another irresponsible individual. Such individuals
are more the enemies of falconry than of wild populations of birds of prey

Wild populations of birds of prey of interest to the falconers are overall prosperous.

ok
1 call an all Patties concerned to apply with flexibility and celenty the CITES to talconers,

[ call on those Parties to give falconers more aceess (o the wild raptor populations
resource in accordance with the principle of sustamable use.

Christian de Coune
Permanent address: President
“Le Cochetay™ Pigeon hole no. 19
-4 140 Gomze-Andoumont

Belgum
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CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 1IN ENDANGERED SPECIES
OF WILD FAUNA AND FLORA

MNinth Maating of the Coonferance of the Partins
Fort Lauderdale {United States of Amarical, 7 to 18 November 1984

SUMMARY REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE Il MEETING

Second Session: 9 Movember 1994: 141h10-17H05

Chairman: V. Lichtschein (Argentina)
Secretariat: J. Brrney

J. Gavitt

0. Menghi
Rapporteurs: n. Gaheal

J. Gray

r. Haywood

X1V Interpretation and implamentation of the Convention

The Secratariat introduced document
af the Convention in Indonesia and ill
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CIC - WORKING GROUP FOR FALCOKRY
AND BIRD OF PREY CONSERVATION

HINUTES OF THE MEETING DATED 29.10.1994

SUHMARY

Our working group was newly organised 10 years age, in 1984 in Innsbruck and,
from that date onwards, under the presidency of Hdeins Pils, is directly
depending on the advisory board.

The recommendations submitted by our working group were accepted by the
General Meeting in 1994, The aim of these recommendations is to leave birds
of prey dependant upon the law responsible for hunting and to enforce a
genetic contral on captivity raised birds only if the data on the origin of
the birds seems to have been falsified.

The printing costs of the folder “principies for reieasing birds of prey”,
which has been issued by our working group, were covered by an extraordinary
budget by the advisory noard. This folder is already printed and is at the
dispacal of the authorit and faiconers as well as of the hunting societies
ang other protectors of the environment to help them take protecting
measures.

Schwenk, Mikolaus
falc owers Yaclav Svcboga.
presentative into cur

As new members we are pleased to welcome Mrs Sigre

Freiherr von PGInitz and the president of the Cz
cTr

(=3
The Hungarian CIC delegation also wants to send a
warking-group.

d
cn
r

o

The report of the cassier has been approved.

fhe Austrian ministery of economy, dealing w:th =ne JITES, has been
to propose to the CITES General Secretariat of the conference of the
a resofution in whicn it wil: be :uggcstOL to apply the same exceptions which

u\

are foreseen in the and which concern private use, in order to cross
the borders to go hunting with birds of prey. Switzeriand, Slovakia and the
Czech Republic were willing to support the Austrian resclution. However t
Austrian ministery took back this resolution due te the negative opinion
expressed by the CITES Secretary referving to the relative European Union's

ordinance which does not foresee any facility to cross the borders with
species of appendix I. Qur request to the ministery to speak in favour of a
simpiification of the CITES provision has net, as of yet, been acted upon.

&t the Seginning of Qctober 1994 the president of our werking-group sent

a comment oan the carring-out ordinance of the Convention to all the

ministeries, in charge of the CITES, of the contracting parties

{enclesure 1). He refered to the incredible burdens due fo the ccuntiess
]

d
resclutions and the drastic measuras of
contracting parties to facilitate the c
hunting, recommending tnem to apply *he
regula fions and to suppress the resolut!

ch country and he asked the

sings of the borrers in order to go
xceptions and extraordinary

s which could prevent the Tormers.
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The CITES reports on the so-called barder-crossings with no permits do not
lay on real exports but on the number of issued permits. Indeed an illegal
exportation will be assumed if it is not reported that a specimen has been
reimported into the country out which it comes. No matter if the exportation
did not occur at all for different reasons or if the customs did not send the
permit to the concerned authority. Through this practice the statistics about
the commerce with birds of prey are falsified but are used however for more
drastic measures. Qur president has lodged an objection against this way of
acting with tne CITES secretariat.

The translaticn of the CITES Convention of Washington in the law of the
Eurcpean Community has been effected in the ordinance no. 3626/82. This
ordinance should be replaced by the proposition com 93 529 endg.

In this proposition exceptions for private use for the importation and
exportation or re-exporation within the community are stated. Differing from
the CITES convention and from the ordinance of the European Community
n0.3626/82 the exceptions will concern only dead specimen and species
belonging to the appendices B and D.

The president wrote to the ministeries of the countries members of the
Eurcpean Community which are working with the CITES, to the FACE and to the
German Organisation for Hunting (Deutscher Jagdschutzverband) and asked them
to speak in favour of a maintenance of the rules wnich are to be found in the
Convention as well as in the ordinance of the European Community no. 3626/82
and which do not provide any restriction for private uses. Therefore it
sheuld be esasier to go hunting with birds of prey cutside the European
Community.

The German Organisation for Hunting took our request into consideration as
they pubiished their opinion on the prososition of the European Community.
The FACE's General Secretary, Or. Lecocq, intends to speak in favour of our
proposed rules in frent of the European Parliament, the Eurcpean Commission
and the Council of the Eurcpean Union.

Christian de Coune reported that he has sent the comments of the CIC on the
carrying-out ordinance of the Cenvention to the president of the European
Commission, Jacques Delors, asking him to take this ordinance into
consigeration while preparing an ordinance proposal.

To carry on with the harmenization of the regulations cencerning the marking
of protected species, birds of prey should also be equiped with microchips
and transponders. Because cne cannot exclude the fact that transponders could
injure the animal while wandering in its body, our working-group refuses to
use this kind of marking (for juridical and protective reasons) and
recommends to keep using the rings used until now by the administrations. To
this effect 2 recommendation has been written and should be sent to the
different ministeries of the contracting parties once the CIC General
Assembly nas aporoved (enclaosure 3).

At the occasion of the symposium 'predators” held in 1985 in Lisboa, our
working-group wrote a resolution wnich still proves to be very current and
which we would like to recall (enclosure 4). Scientific examinations are the
prerequisite to an objective evaluation on the influence of predators on
their prey and con the necessity of their entire or local protection as well
as of protective measures aiming at regqulating definite species in order to
find a biclogic balance again. A summary of these examinations could help the
the hunting societes and others aiming at comserving nature to understand the
question and could as well help the administrations to take decisicns. This
is the reason why, which the help of a complete literature, our working-group
has decided to collect the most impertant information on the influence of

birds of prey on small prey in the form of a CIC leaflet. The working-group
for falconry and bird of prey conservation should he responsible for issuing
this leaflet together with the commission of birds of passage and the
comnission of small prey. The authors will be professor Dr. Iygmunt Pielowski
and Or. heribert Kalchreuter. The contents of this leaflet are presented by
professar Or. Pielowski in the encleosed document (enclosure 5).

In Poland in the renewing of the laws about hunting, the way of hunting
called falconry was not mentioned in the first bill but added in the form of
a commentary as a forbidden way of hunting. Some changes occured then after
the the CIC working-group and the falconry section of the hunting society in
Poland had given out their comments on the question. Still these changes are
not at the entire satisfaction of falconers. Further initiatives of the CIC
and of the falconry section in Poland (in favour of the maintenance of
falconry as a legal way of hunting) received the backing of the president of
the hunting society in Poland and of the vice-president of the CIC, Jacsk
Tomaszewski, and lead to changes in the way of thinking of the
administrations responsible for hunting questions. In the last bill, falconry
is to be found under the title ‘capture with birds of prey".

The CIC will carry its endeavours so that the administrations in Poland
will issue CITES permits for the crassing of the horders.
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RECOMMENDATTONS ‘

RESOLUTION
That any protected animal nust be identif:iable in order to ensure that i The ratio of prey to predators used to be balanced, until, during recent
is kepk legally, and to exercise control when it 15 taken owver decades, Man interfered with the natural environment and upset it to a
I 22 5 i + m N na - a = spaci =
i | ?snsﬁde able extent. The result of this has been that some species of

nave been (and some still are) threatened wich extinctic
= 1mte.1ﬁrctlcr 1n their living conditions., Other specles
a changed enviroament, and hawve
an over-supply of easily taken
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RECOMMANDATION
{traduction)

Considérant
que le marguage dfanimaux protégeés est nécessaire au controle de

leur détentiocn légale ainsi que pour le franchissement ds

administrations en vue du mar-
oreuves;

cue les micro-clrcuits
frent pas plus de ¢
bagues;

s dans le corps de 1 animal n'e
>s contre les falsifications gue les

gque l'implanctation de micre-circuits chez les olseaux est
génédratrice de plot es tout particullierement chez les

rapacas utllises pour chasse;

gue le micro-circul forces genarées par L'accel

ration noau cours du wvoel de chasse
rapace son corps provoguant ainsi d S=
sures du tisswe musc ire

ional de

ande gue

le Consetll

Gibier (C.1
micro-ci
animaux
aux baguess

shaicptie; il
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Resolution
‘traduction)

Le rapport proles-predateurs etalt en éguilibre jus
L7intervention de 1’homme dans la nature Soit venu
principalement au cours des derniéres dsacennies.

Tl s’§n sulvit gue certaines espéces de rapaces s= trouverent
menacges dfextinction -certaines d’entre elles le sont Toujours
2n raison de la degradation de leur bictcpe.

Dfautres especes de rapaces purent s’adapter & l’altération
leur environnement et multiplierent a 1: 3
aufgbondance de proies faciles en excés par
2gullibre de -telles gue queoﬁs,
d'élevage re '

dfu

sant du netit gibler une proi

ennamis naturels.
La conseégquence d 2 phenoné
peut atre g

menacee par
I faut donc awvant tout
retablir un environnemen:s
Allmaux sauvads

ant denné gue certaines
rvivre aussi longtemp:
dfune
1L

“Cer par Lous e
ondant aux besoins

latlens ne scnt pas
£ Ce JUe Cas mesures ex
n humaine régulatr

1
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survie d'une
applliquees, dans
réduction. [l fauc
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The International Association for Falconry
and Conservation of Birds of Prey

RESOLUTION

RECOGNISING the prominent rdle played by the IUCN for the
conservation of nature on a world scale by promoting
international cooperation,

APPROVING IUCN’s World Conserwvatlon Strategy and World Charter
for Nature,

CONVINCED that falconers can contribute to IUCN’s efforts aimed
at the conservation of wild populations of birds of prey,

The members of the International Association for Falconry and
Conservation of Birds of Prey, gathered for their Annual General
Meeting, the 28th October 19%4, at Ségel (Germany),

WISHING that the Internaticonal Association fer Falcenry and

Conservation of Birds of Prey (LAF) be admitted as a menber of
the International Unicn for Conservation of Nature and Natural
Resources

THEREFORE authorize the president of the 1AF, Christian de Coune,
to take the necessary steps for the admission of the IAF as a
nember of the IUCN.
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MEMBER S ADDRESSES

Austria : Osterreichischer Falknerbund

Preszident: Hans Reisetbauer
Axberg 15
A—-4062 THENING
Tel : (07221) 3690

Vice-President: Heinz Pils
SaabBtraBe 81
A=4421 Aschach/Stevyr
Tel : (07252) 24 21 43

Secretary: Emmi Crammer
VorlaufstraBe 1/12
A~1010 Wien
Tel : (0222) 63 70 182

Belgium : Club Marie de Bourgogne

President: Christian de Coune
Le Cochetay
B-4140 Gomzé-Andoumont
Tel : {(041) &8 73 &9
Fax : (041) 68 60 59

Vice-President: Patrick Morel
13, rue de Longueville
B-1315 Sart-Risbart
Tel : (010) 88 90 30
Fax : (010) 88 8% 49

Secretary: Carlo Verbist

Locquetstraat, 14
BE-2811 Hombeek

Tel : (0l4) 415 617
Czechia : Klub Sokolniku
President : Vaclav Svoboda

Na Zarybnici 247
C5-250 89 TOUSEN

Secretary : Jan Marek Mudr
Spalena 4
C$-350-02 CHEB
Tel : Chéb\— i0514

e
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Denmark : Dansk Falkejagd Klub Germany : Deutscher_?alkenorden
President : adolf Schreyer
President : Mr Tage Jessen ForststraBe 10
Venselvledded 4 D-85462 Eitting-Gaden
Dk=4050 SKIBBY Tel : 08761-53 90
Fax : 08161-126 B89
Secretary Mr Morten Clausen
christianshusvej 173 ; Honorary President : Eckart Schormair
DK-2970 Hersholm | Dorfstrafe 7
D-27308 Otersen
IAF Deleg.: Jasper Briprich Tel : 4238 311
Ellegardsve] 76 Fax : 4231 677748
DK-Gehtofte
Tel : 39 69 61 32 Secretary : Dr Susanne Hartmann
Schiller StraBe, 22
D-72666-Neckartailfingen
France : Association Nationale des Fauconniers et Autoursiers ; Tel™: (7127) 22784
Frangais s
President : Philippe Justeau o
Le Belligan Great-Britain : British Falconers’ Club
F-49000 Saint-Gemmes-sur-Loire
Tel : 41665131 President : Cmdr R.N. Wilson OBE
The Hawven
Vice-president : Gilles Nortier Ruan Minor Nr. Helston
' 3 Route de St Nabor Cornwall TR12 7JL
F-67530 Ottrott Tel : 0l326-29 04 10
Tel : 88-938003 Fax : 507 601 909
Secretary : Jean-Pierre Rosé Hon=-Director : John Falrclough
20, Boulevard du Clos Montplaisir Home Farm
F-84140 Montfavet Hints, Nr Tamworth
Staffordshire B 78 3 DW
Tel : 543 481737
Georgian Republic : Georglan Secticn of FPalconry
President : Givi Tchogovadze : Welsh Hawking Club
9th April Street N 1/5 , Room 42
384 500 Batumi Hon Secretary : adrian Williams
Republic of Georgia Maendy Farmhousa
Tel : 3-37-27 Church villags
; Near Pontypridd
Vice-President : Levan Makharadze Glam
Loria Street N'8, Room 7 Tel : 0443 206333
BATUMI
Republic of Gecrgia
Tel : 3-68-44
Secretary : Mzhavanadze Ekaterine Hungary : Magyar Madartany Egyesiilet Solymaész Szakosztalya
26 May Street N 13 Room 43
Batumi President : Janos Aradi
Republic of Georgia H-4225 Jozsa
Tel : 3-52-58 Homokhat u. 29
{ Tel : 52 B&DES
/ Fax : 52 13847

Secretary Jozsef zz%égbos
H-2016 a 11l

/
g




President :

Vice-President :

Secretary !

Ireland : Irish Hawking Club

President :

Secretary :

Treasurer :

Protezione dei Rapacl

President :

Secretary :
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India : Hawking Club of Hyderabad

Humayun Taher
150 Swan Drive
Alex Parc
Zimbabwe

Hyder Jaffer )
P.O.Box # 3483 r N
DUBAI \I =
United Arab Emirates

Suhel Quad
Plot N~ 36, Road N 60
Jubllee Hills

Hyderabad 500 034

Tel : 238253

Rowland Eustace

13 5t Kevin‘'s Park
Blackrock

Dublin

Tel : 01-88B0765
Fax : 01-551374

Paul Fogarty

"BANFE"

0ld Portmarnock

Co Duklin

Tel : 353 1 B4se 29 70
Fax : 01-830 25 19

Paul Donohue
Wells Cottage
Royal Oak
Carlow
Ireland

Italy : Circolo dei Falconieri dfItalia per lo Studio e la

Comte Fulco Tosti di Valminuta
Boulevard du Tenao, 2
98000 MONACO

Ccomte Umberto Caproni di Taliedo
Palazzo Durini Caproni

Via Durini, 24

I-20122 Milano

Tel : 02 792 869

Fax : 02 78 1% 75
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The Japan Falconiformes Center

Japan :
President
IAF Deleqg.
MNetherlands : Nederlands
President
Secretary
Treasurer
Portugal

T

naka San

bu Electric Power Co
©shin-co, Higashi-ku
agoya 461

Seiichi

Kinya Nakaijima San
470 Yamanote
Asahigacka-cho
Owariasahi-shi
Aichi-ken

Tel : 05615-3-30093
Fax : 05615-4-3066

Valkeniersverbond "Adriaan Mollen"

Johan Mollen

Vinklaan S

NL-5561 TL Riethoven
Tel & Fax : 4970 140 25

W.A.C.van de VlasakKer
Deskesven 3

NL-3815 EA MERSELO

Tel : 4780 46 530

Peter Bakkers
Cataliilinen
Hoogstraat 58-60
NL-5241 CT ROSMALEN
Tel : 73.321 47 37

: Assoclacgdo Portuguesa de Falcoaria

President

Vice-President

Secretary

Natalia Correla Guedes

Av Marqués de Tomar 106, 1 E
P-1000 Lisboa

Tel : 7979223

Fax : 7976644

Eng,. Alfredo Baptista Coelho
Calgada de St' Amaro, 29

P=-1300 LISBCA
Tel :364 73 60
Eng. Antenio Carapuco

Qta. de Francisco
FEibeira de Sintra

P-2710 SINTRA dﬁ/ﬁ
\ (f 6jb“uf I 4
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South Africa : Natal Falconry Club B . o _
Tunesia : Assocliation Nationale des Fauconniers Tunisiens
President : Roy Demont o . .
Twins Stream Estate ' President : Djelidi cChedly
PO Plains 4243 i El Haouraria {Cap Bonj
Tel : 0397-64 TUNISIE
Secretary : parryl Twiddy Zimpabwe : Zimbabwe Falconers® Club
P/Bag X 7052
Estcourt 3310 ; President : Mr Ron Hartley
Tel : 0363 33 53 75 Hm ‘ Falcon College
Tel : 0363 23 033 Wk P.O. Esigodini
Fax : 0363 33 54 87 Zimbabwe

Fax @ 263-88 271
Cape Falconry Club

President :

Dr Edmund Cettle
Fizantekuil

P.0O.Box 152

Wellington 7655

South aAfrica

Tel : 27 2211 64 11 B4
Fax : 27 2211 64 22 &0

Spain : Asociacion Espanola de Cetreria

President : José Sanchez Martin
Avda. de la Estacion N'11
Penaranda de Bracamonte
Salamanca
Tel + Fax : 02 32

Sepr. 199§

Switzerland : Schwelzerische Falkner-Vereinigung

President : Toni Lutz
HohliebestraBe 15
CH-3028 Spiegel
Tael ; 031 59 21 21

Vice-president : Pierre Basset
Route de Moratel 28
CH-1096 Cully
Tel : 21 7992805




STOP PRESS

on 17th October 1995 had a phone call from Poland,
Mr Zygmund Krzeminski from Ministry of the Environment.

In reaply to my guestionnaire about traffic in birds of prey he
says that the administration of Customs does not transmit to the
Ministry of the Environment the data concerning tr

Tomorrow, Mr Krzeminski will have a meeting wi

chairman of the Administration of Customs and he will ask him the
informations. I saild it is very urgent because we have our
general meeting next week.

Last week the Parliament has discussed the draft law on hunting,

falconry is admitted in it.

Next step will be for the senate to discuss that draft law; Mr

Krzeminsky thninks that falconry will be admitted also by the

Senate.

Last step will be the signature of the law by the President, 1
falconry will be author ed in the new law o

5t
is expected that n
hunting.




