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Shane McPhersen and Mia Jessen hunting with eagles. Simon Thomsett’s breeding pair of

Crowned Eagles — Kenya. (See Page 50 )

Please note that the views expressed in this publication are not necessarily the opinions of SAFA or of the
Editor. Thanks are expressed to all contributors, without whom this publication could not exist. Thanks
also to those who have contributed photographs. Please note that that the source of photos is not
generally acknowledged in this publication.

Adrian Lombard — Editor.
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Editorial:

Once again we have a selection of articles that hopefully will entertain, amuse and give pause
for thought. The subject matter ranges from hunting tales to hawk training and management
to conservation and it accurately reflects the activities of SAFA.

Three articles contain mention of Ron Hartley and these arrived unsolicited, but their timing is
appropriate. SAFA collected funds to transport Ron’s papers to The Archives of Falconry in
Boise, Idaho. These funds were seen as a donation to The Archives on behalf of Ron and, in
February 2012, a plaque was placed on the Wall of Remembrance at The Archives to
commemorate his life and his contribution to our Art. Thank you to all of you who contributed
to this 4

This is the tenth edition of Mews Views, which makes it a bit of a landmark. | hope that you will
enjoy this edition and continue to provide support in the form of articles and photos into the
future.

Adrian Lombard,

Editor.
June, 2012

Chairman’s Comment:

Over the past year a number of issues have arisen which involve use of the internet. These
have either been inappropriate comment on Internet Forums or efforts to discuss contentious

~ issues by email. These have created some problems and it is important that we learn how to
handle these issues just as any other organized group has to in these times. The Internet is of
undoubted value in that we communicate quickly and we can organize events or mobilize
ourselves for defense or activism far more easily than ever before. These are undoubted
benefits but there are also enormous risks. The internet is not concerned with privacy, ethics
or decent behavior. It is up to the users of the net to apply these constraints themselves. This
can be done through self discipline and personal moral standards or through a code of behavior
established and enforced by the organization (SAFA) if this is necessary.

Behavior on internet forums will obviously need both forms of constraint. Where the standing
or reputation of South African Falconry is at risk, SAFA has a duty to act. Where personal rights
and reputation is affected, the individual has the right to seek legal redress. These aspects
must be remembered by those who use these forums. Essentially, Falconers should try to
uphold the standing and image of South African Falconry when participating in chat on a Forum.



¥

Vol. 10 -Mews Views- 2012

Many of us, who have worked hard to establish the well deserved reputation of our Falconers,
will be angered by ill-behavior and all South African Falconers will be harmed by it.

Email correspondence and discussion is also not without its issues. The problem that we have is
that some people are better at articulating their thoughts than others and that we have
different first languages amongst us. This means that what is written in emails can be
misinterpreted or misunderstood and cause anger or offence where none is intended. It is also
a problem with the internet that things can be written in haste or without careful thought and
then these things stand forever. This is why the SAFA Field Meet is so important to our
organization. We can meet there, get to know one another and discuss issues informally. We
can then meet formally in the AGM and deal with these issues face to face. The AGM is
structured and has a Chairman. This limits conflict and misunderstanding, but the Chairman's
duty is to run the Meeting. This cannot always be done to everyone's liking. If the Chairman
makes a decision regarding the running of the Meeting, we must respect that decision. If we
don't like the way he does his job then we have the option of voting him out of office. | need to
tell everyone, that | do appreciate that the SAFA Field Meet is a significant expense. We - all of
us - have to take time off work, travel considerable distances and pay fees and

accommodation. However, it is the attendance at this Meet which has made SAFA what it is
and the Meet is one of the best in the world. There have been numerous people who have
travelled from the far corners of the earth to attend our meet - some more than once.

SAFA represents about 150 South African Falconers. There are no individual members; it is an
association of Falconry Clubs. It is a democratic organization and seeks to find consensus from
its membership. In turn, the member clubs undertake to uphold and be guided by the
decisions of SAFA, as the decisions of SAFA reflect the collective wisdom of all of South
Africa's Falconers. We may not always like those decisions but the only way to change them is
through persuasion and the democratic process. The strength of South African Falconry lies in
its unity. The decisions of SAFA, representing as they do, all of South Africa's Falconers, carry
significant weight with DEAT, Provincial conservation authorities and a range of NGOs. The best
way to destroy Falconry in South Africa will be to destroy the cohesion of SAFA.

The work of SAFA is done by a small group of volunteers who work very hard to support, defend
and develop Falconry in South Africa. Itis very important to also recognize that the
achievements of SAFA are underpinned by a broad membership of good and dedicated
falconers who practice outstanding Falconry and who follow the law. Without these guys, the
work of the volunteers would be nothing and meaningless. If we need confirmation of this
(beyond the achievements at the last Falconry Festival in Al Ain) look at the latest edition of the
International Falconry Journal which many of us have received, look at the outstanding article
by Anton Muller and also the comment about it in the Editorial. Back to the volunteers - these
include a variety of people, a number are professional people, as well as farmers and people in
senior management, many of us run our own businesses. This places constraints on our time
and does mean that things may not be done on time. | am certainly guilty of not getting the
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Minutes out at the time required by the Constitution in previous years and this means that
SAFA has not run as efficiently as it probably should. | cannot help this as | have to prioritize my
tasks and fit the work of SAFA around my "day job" (which often involves nights as well) so |
have done my best and so have the other officers of SAFA. If this is seen as a problem, the
solution is to find someone equally competent for the job but who has more available time or
to employ a full time professional secretary.

The Constitution is essentially the rules by which an organization (A Government, a
multinational NGO or a club) is run. The important thing about a Constitution is that it should
be understood by the membership of the organization and that it should achieve broad
consensus and have the support of that membership. The larger the organization and the more
money that that organization controls, the more important it is that this constitution must be a
water-tight legal document. For SAFA, the Constitution feflects the way that we - all the
Falconers in South Africa - chose to run our organization and manage falconry throughout the
Country. The only part of the Constitution that is relevant to Provincial Conservation
Authorities is the Grading System. Member Clubs agree to accept the SAFA Grading System as
a minimum standard for the mentoring and accreditation of their membership. This reflects
the Animal Welfare function of SAFA as it is the way that we try to ensure that Falconers are
competent to manage their birds. Many Falconers around the world envy our system but it is
not unique as similar systems exist in Zimbabwe and in North America and most Falconers in
European countries must complete Hunting Exams. It is the duty of the Provincial clubs to
present revisions in the Grading system to their Conservation Authorities and to seek inclusion
of the changes in the Provincial Falconry Policy if this is necessary.

As Chairman, it is my job to regulate the way that changes to the Constitution are made in
practice. | have followed the process that is widely accepted by similar organizations. When
changes to the Constitution are planned, | notify the Membership that there will be a "Special
Annual General Meeting" to consider the changes and | circulate the proposed changes at least
1 month before the Meeting. This is what happened last year and it gives the membership time
to consider the changes that are proposed. Some discussion can then occur before the
Meeting. At the Meeting, we can only consider the proposed changes as notified to the
membership. We can accept or reject these changes and we can make minor alterations to the
wording of these changes. It is not possible or fair to consider changes about which, the
membership have not been informed prior to the Meeting. The Constitution remains a living
document and will be subjected to changes over time. | have placed it in the hands of a lawyer
for his advice and was informed that it was a perfectly adequate document. Anyone can
propose changes to the Constitution but the proposal must come through the Chairman and
will follow the process that | have just outlined.

Despite our small size and our accepted inefficiencies, SAFA has made very significant
achievements for Falconry in South Africa. These achievements reflect the efforts of many
people. They reflect the very significant efforts of Provincial clubs which are out membership.



Vol. 10 -Mews Views- 2012

They also reflect the excellence of our Falconers and their willingness follow the law and the
rules we impose. So, what are these achievements?

e Falconry is legal in every Province of South Africa and most Provinces have a Falconry
Policy which reflects an understanding of the needs of Falconers and which facilitates
our Art.

e Falconry is recognized and defined in National legislation. Furthermore, this legislation
recognizes our Grading system and SAFA as the organization to provide accreditation. It
also recognizes our access to wild taken raptors. (This legislation is currently “on hold”
and we are watching further developments with care.)

e We are recognized and respected by the management of those conservation NGOs
which are relevant to us, EWT and BirdLife. We are active participants in the Bird of
Prey Group of EWT and participate in most regional Raptor Conservation Forums.

e We are recognized and respected by a range of Hunting Organizations, a number
of whom envy some of our achievements.

e We are recognized internationally and enjoy significant status amongst international
Falconers and specifically the IAF.

» We achieved significant representation at the International Falconry Festival at Al Ain,
with 7 sponsored delegates (potentially 8) including 4 speakers in the Conference.

e We have an annual falconry magazine (Mews Views) to which our membership
contributes and which stands up well against similar publications from around the
world. This is a showcase of our activities.

e We hold an outstanding Annual Field Meet which acts to set the standard of our
Falconry and which will match any other similar Meet around the world. This Field Meet
has contributed very significantly to raising the standard of South African Falconry.

e We have an admirable Code of Conduct which is lodged with the Dept of Agriculture.

¢ We participated in the review of the ToPS Species list and obtained agreement to down-
list both the Peregrine Falcon and the African Crowned Eagle. At the same time we
managed to avert the inclusion of the Lanner Falcon. This was a very significant team
effort

e We have an excellent website. ,

e We have a Peregrine Breeding Program which produces a surplus of birds and we are
shortly to engage in a conservation-directed program to breed Taita falcons.

e We have developed a culture of conservation awareness amongst our membership.
Most member clubs are involved in conservation projects and most falconers contribute
to conservation in one way or another.

Despite this list, there are still many tasks to do and Falconry is not secure. These tasks will
include:
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Ensuring that falconry is included on the National Inventory of Intangible Cultural
Heritage, when South Africa signs the Convention, and obtaining recognition by
UNESCO.

Organizing the permanent marking of all falconry birds, preferably by tamper-free rings
and obtaining agreement from all provinces to allow free movement of our birds around
the country.

Ensuring that each Province has a Falconry Policy that incorporates a pre-negotiated
quota for a wild harvest, including the issuing of permits for that harvest.

To develop increasing numbers of falconers qualified as Animal Welfare Inspectors,
using existing training programs.

To develop a system to facilitate falconers to obtain Dedicated Hunter status.

Ongoing review of our Constitution and Code of Conduct and the management
processes of SAFA. r

Improving communication between SAFA and its membership as well as with the
general public and with interested parties.

To end, | must tell you that | do have some very major concerns regarding Falconry in South

Africa:

Our Membership is static. This goes against the trend in the western world and reflects
and reflects apathy at best, or resistance or obstruction to new membership at worst.
This is not healthy.

Unity is often the product of external threats. As we appear to overcome the challenges
to Falconry in South Africa, dissention will grow amongst our ranks. This will be the
result of people who feel constrained by our rules and processes without appreciating
that these are in fact our strength. We must, at every level, engage with those who feel
like this. We need to persuade them that SAFA is not rigidly autocratic and is managed
by consensus.

Animal rights organizations and thought are gaining strength and popularity around the
world and in Africa. Despite the obvious benefits to Conservation of Sustainable
Hunting, many oppose this and will continue to challenge our Art. This will be an ever-
increasing threat.

| appreciate that this has been a rather long dissertation but | hope that it gives some clarity on
the management of Falconry in South Africa and on the policies and practices of SAFA.

I would wish all of our membership - Good Hunting for the coming year! Please fly your birds
to the very best of your abilities and enjoy the privileges that we have won for our Art.

Adrian Lombard
SAFA Chairman.
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Provincial Reports:

Boland Falconry Club Report

In general as a club we had a good year. Individually members had wins
and losses, but were constant throughout the year. No incidents of
malpractice were reported and looking at the individual hunting reports
good numbers were bagged.

On request a peregrine nest box was put up at Parow municipality. A
different design was followed and already peregrines were spotted by the box. The response
from the City of Cape Town was promising for more nest boxes to be put up. Al nest boxes
remain the property of the donor through the club, should relocation be necessary due to
future structural changes to buildings. New sites have already been identified as part of our
ongoing conservation effort.

Financially the club money matters are sound and as good as it can be, with the current
membership. One new member joined, totaling 5 active flying members. There are no
outstanding membership fees. Through our club Facebook page and website 74 foreign
enquiries for membership were received, but were deferred until SAFA reports on foreign
membership, resulting in a substantial loss of income.

Wehahn Geldenhuys

Chairman

Johan Botes

Grade: A

Birds: African Peregrine, Harris Hawk

Die seisoen het ‘n bietjie stadig begin omdat ek met die aanvang van die jagseisoen besig was
om terug te trek Kaap toe. Toe ek eers vir Lara begin optel was dit prét om weer op die
deurstoep van my jag gronde te bly.

Die enigste terugslag wat ek gehad het was die feit dat ander klub valkeniers nie hulle eie jag
gronde het nie en roof maak van ander se jag gronde, die plobleem kom in waar jy net daai een
lang werksdag gehad het, by die huis kom, jag gronde toe jaag en daar niks is om te jag nie, om
net die volgende dag te hoor dat ander jou jag grond betree het.

Nou raak dit n algemene storie, ek weet die jag gronde raak min, maar een of ander tyd gaan

daar n lyn getrek moet word, anders gaan ons baie gronde verloor.
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Ek is en sal n valkenier bly. Ek probeer almal bystaan waar nodig en geniet my jag elke keer as
ek my valk optel, dit is my sukses en ek moedig ander aan om dieselfde te doen.

My Peregrine het ek 35 eende (Shovelers, Geelbekke en Teal) gevat die jaar met ‘n paar
komorante tussen in.

My Harris het ek 15 tarentale mee gevat.
My jag gronde is Spes Bona, Durbanville, Klipheuwel, 24 Rivier Porterville, Droé Klip

Sondagsfontein en Okkalsdale.

‘n Nuwe lid Wynand Myburg het as ‘n Grade D (Novice) op 1 Julie 2011 by die klub aangesluit
en sorteer onder my as vakleerling.

Lizette Botes

Grade C

No birds were flown due to work commitments

Elmari Mevyer

Novice Falconer

No birds were flown or kept, assisted with rehab birds in the club

Wehahn Geldenhuys

Grade: A

Birds: African Peregrine, Peregrine/Gyr/Saker Hybrid and Female Harris Hawk
Quarry: Guinea Fowl & Cape Francolin

My young pointer and Brittany were stolen off my smallholding, a substantial loss. My annual
Karoo hunting trip was magic and challenging due to the more than normal rainfall for the
region. The long grass had its challenges for both longwings and especially the Harris, which had
orientation difficulties getting through the grass at the guineas.

Wehahn Geldenhuys.
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Cape Falconry Club Report For 2012

The Cape Falconry Club had a relatively quiet year with regards to activities. We took on six
new members: Mark Cook, Andre van Sittert, Ryan Lee, Pierre de Villiers and Riaz Abrams. Alan
Clemo was graded from D grade Austringer to C grade Austringer and received the Eagle
Encounters Appi of the Year Award. His grading was on a passage musket Afros.

Our annual meet was held in Ceres again and, as always, was a huge success. We had a number
of Black Sparrowhawks, African Goshawks, Lanner and Peregrine falcons. The weather was
good to us and many Cape Spur Fowl, Guineas and duck were taken. For our main meal we had
a spitbraai, which consisted of a sheep and a porcupine. The sheep was pretty good, but the
porcupine was brilliant! It’s a pity we can’t catch them with a bird, as they would be a nice
change to the deep freeze.

The SAFA meet was awesome and again there was some world class falconry. | really must
encourage everyone to try and make it to SAFA. It is a place to see good falconry and also
interact with a whole bunch of like-minded people. The quarry availability is crazy, with a large
variety for all types of hawks.

| was very fortunate to go over to Abu Dhabi to partake in the 2011 Falconry Festival. It was an
eye-opener to see how the “other side” live and do falconry. | was always under the impression
that the Arabs were bad falconers, but | must say their falconry is just different. They are hard
on their animals, that’s for sure, but as | watched the interaction between falconer and falcon,
the birds seemed happy and content. They showed us how they do fitness training with the use
of an aeroplane. A lure is pulled behind the plane and the falcon chases it until it is tired, then
the falconer releases the lure for the falcon to catch. This might sound strange, but you have to
see it to understand what a good workout the falcon gets. We also saw some kite flying, balloon
flying and watched them race their falcons. The race is over what seems to be a quarter mile, to
a lure that is being swung by another Arab. The falcon’s speed is recorded by radar and the
winner gets a brand new 4X4. | think this is something we should do in South Africa, and the
winner can get a six-pack. One of my highlights was doing some desert hunting with large
falcons on Camel back. We did about a 10km tour through the desert, caught two Hubara and
had a pretty good chase on desert rabbit and gazelle. The only negative side | have is the
absolute pain that my ass went through! These Arabs must either have steel butts or they gave
us bad Camels.
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The office bearers for 2012 remained the same, except for the addition of Oliver, who will be |
handling the nest finding and GPS logging. | am hoping for 2012 that we can make some |
headway in our projects and also organize some additional meets. |

Good Hawking,

Hank Chalmers

10
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Eastern Cape Falconry Club Report
Chairman: Alan Harvey
Members: Jono Arnott. Brian Reeves. Arnold Slabbert. Willie Coombs.

The 2012 season saw club numbers staying the same. A number of people showed an interest
in taking up falconry but as usual none came through.

Jono flew his intermewed passage lanner with good success. He did his provisional A grading at
SAFA with this bird and now has a peregrine tiercel that he will fly over the 2012 season for his

full grading.
?
Brian Reeves has taken over an intermewed af gos from Willie Coombs. Willie had a change of

situation and could no longer keep the gos.

Arnold flew an assortment of rehab peregrine tiercels that come off the urban nest sites in PE
every year. The two tiercels have subsequently been hacked back. Arnold continued to do good
work through Wildline doing rehab and public relations work especially urban owl populations
and the effect of rodentacides. ;

| had a full season flying a hacked female peregrine and a once intermewed passage peregrine. |
fly mainly ducks and both birds did well. The hack bird was trained using Ed Pitchers ideas and |
was very happy with the pitch and flight style. | have subsequently hacked her back as | will be
flying my old Red Nape this season and the passage.

Alan Harvey.
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Free State Falconry Club

The Free State, open grasslands, abundance of game birds and waterfowl, falconers with no
political issues and what do you get the perfect province for high quality falconry. The 2010
summer produced above average rainfall and numbers are great due to good breeding
conditions.

At the time of writing the club has a membership of 19 active falconers flying a variety of hawks
from Gabar goshawks to Peregrine falcons.

The FSFC have decided to simplify our grading system to place more emphasis on the role that
the tutor plays and the well being of the birds. This has caused the standard of entry level to be
raised and we continually strive to raise the bar. ’

Telemetry is now compulsory for all new members.

Our permit system has also been simplified to make the control within the club easier.

We are currently working on a project to satellite track mature peregrine females to assess
their movements in conjunction with the bird club, nature conservation and other interesting
parties.

We feel that SAFA has played a major role in getting falconry were it is today, but that does not
mean that we have to leave all the hard work to a few individuals we all have a responsibility to
make work of falconry related issues and promote our sport.

Another great idea on how to get our birds in great shape has arrived in the form of remote
control planes, gone are the days of criticism let's welcome new technology and employ it to
get our birds to fly as close as they do in nature. Watch this space the proof is in the pudding.
To the committee in particular Anton Muller | would like to thank all of you for keeping with the
laws and not let politics get in the way of the bigger picture.

Happy hawking

Francois Breedt
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Limpopo Falconry
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The Limpopo club has 10
active members and new
leadership.

“The Morming after a
Night out” —

Charlie the Af Gos spent a
night out and kept Barend
Botes and his dad awake ,
but all ends well

Flicka - Then (left) and now (below).

What a journey!

13
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Mpumalanga Falconry Club

2012 - Yes the hype of the year 2000 has been long forgotten and we
are already 12 years into the next millennium. With all things changing
it is also our responsibility as Falconers to keep up with the latest
technology and innovations, no for the sake of living up to the Jones’s
but to give both ourselves and our hawks the best possible chance of success and survival. This
being the use of Telemetry, Satellite tracking, state of'the art satellite dog collars, and also new
and innovative training methods.

Mpumalanga although being one of the smaller clubs within South Africa, is definitely that has
enthusiasm and is a mixture of both decades of experience and the exuberance of youth and
willingness to learn all the secrets this wonderful art of Falconry has to offer. We also want to
congratulate Charles Sadler who was elected as the club’s new chairman, and Thomas Holder as
the club’s new secretary.

The membership of the club is as follows:

e George McAllister, this year flying a Peregrine tiercel and Falcon. It is also very sad to
report the passing away of Cilla during this year

e Steven van Rensburg flying a passage Peregrine Falcon after he has successfully raised
and hacked three Peregrines

e Charles Sadler imprinted a pair of rescued Black Sparrow hawks and is flying one of the
females as well as his Peregrine Falcon

e Thomas Holder has taken on the other one of the imprinted Black Sparrow hawk
females

e Marilé Sadler has just received her fresh caught Lanneret

e Mark Holder still has his Black Sparrow hawk musket

e Dave McAllister is flying his Gabar Goshawk

e Ross Lesley is flying an Afgos

e Hannes Grobler is flying Jessica, the well-known Jackal Buzzard

e The Penryn boys; Nathan Cook, Richard Hay and Romario Goncalves are all flying African
Goshawks

14
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e Members that are not flying this year are Greame Schluter and Paul Fellone
e We also welcome our new apprentice Falconers in Elizabeth Kruger, Zoe Holder, Adriaan
Kruger and Kuda Moaneni

We as a club are also very involved in monitoring some nest sites, and we thank Steven van
Rensburg for his enthusiasm regarding this. Another project that the club has initiated is the
trapping of problem pigeons at a mine site and are planning to erect Falcon nest boxes as a
means of natural control.

Our club’s Mini meet was held on 27 — 29 April, this proved to be a bit too early to have decent
game available. We had some good fun over the weekend and thanks to the Limpopo, Natal
and Gauteng representation at our club meet, we shared friendship and camaraderie with
fellow falconers from other provinces visiting.

We as a club would also like to thank the management of SAFA especially Adrian Lombard,
Ernest Robinson and Tim Wagner as well as the rest of SAFA committee for their unselfish
service to the South African falconers and for their effort in ensuring that we can share this
passion of ours with our children and grandchildren.

A good attendance at our Mini Meet.

15
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Natal Falconry Club.

The Natal falconry club turned fifty this year and it caught us by surprise. If it wasn’t for KZN
wildlife asking how long they had been issuing us a permit | think it would have snuck past.

Over the years we have seen some interesting and colourful characters. As we stand at the
moment over half the club has been members for over fifteen years and some have been
around for over thirty. This gives the club a healthy stance on many fronts. With membership
sitting at 22, we are not seeing too many new people seeing it passed two years. A bit of a

worry. :

KZN wildlife has been proactive in seeking our advice and knowledge in producing the falconry
“Norms and Standards” and what looks to be a falconry permit. A far cry from two years ago,
things seem to have calmed down with both them and the Anti’s. All interaction with

authorities was positive.

At the time of writing most flying members were abuzz with the 22"4 SAFA meet looming. Kyle
dusted off his old Lanner, Darrel and Ross have acquired two hybrids from Tim. Greg has
trapped himself a fresh passage, Bruce is flying the passage he stole off Ross last year, Elton is
flying his old imprint female Black Spar along with a Male Peri, Stu and Ashton are flying their
imprint musket black Spars, Derren, Martin, Mike, Greg west, Gareth, Chris are all flying African
Goshawks. Rowan is chasing bunnies with his Harris hawks. Tom Davidson continues to assist
with grading of the novice members and advice to the committee. A number of members are
taking some time out but continue to be proactive in assisting the club with its various
activities. These include SAFRING banding of BOP. Assistance to UKZN with its students in
various BOP studies. Shane McPherson is up and running with his Urban Crowned Eagle Project.
http://kzn-ce.blogspot.com/2012/05/crowned-eagles-may-update.html

A successful ringing day was held in conjunction with SAFRING, UKZN, SA Birdlife and NFC
members. 18 birds were rung on the day. Our thanks to Dr Mark Brown for all his assistance

throughout the year.

A large turnout was also achieved at the Christmas function, AGM and last year’s SAFA and Ross
and Bruce attending the Falconry Festival in Al Ain, UAE.

All in all a healthy status for the Club going into the 2012 season.

16
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Our thanks to all involved in the running of SAFA including Adrian Lombard, Robbie Robinson
Tim Wagner and all the others that quietly get on with it.

We look forward to SAFA 2012 for some good flying and healthy banter.

Best Regards

Bruce Padbury

NFC contingent at the SAFA Meet 2011.

Kyle with his lanner- set to go.

17
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North West Hawking Club
Annual Report
2012

The NWHC ensures provincial falconers implement ethical practices
as agreed upon by the falconry community and conservation officials as per our agreed policy.
We hold meetings and gatherings that ensures the welfare of the hawks is always a priority.
The NWHC is committed to the conservation of the raptors and as a result is active in many
aspects of raptor management (nesting activity and success monitoring, captive breeding,
rehabilitation of raptors and educational efforts). The;NWHCs input in the rehabilitation and
monitoring of local raptors only strengthens our standing with the local Nature Conservation
department as well as provides justification for certain wild take policies for which we wish to
cultivate for future falconry practices. The North West Hawking Club has again been invited to
sit on the North West Nature Conservation Wildlife Forum and as a result is involved in many
aspects effecting ornithology and falconry in the province and thus are able to have comment
on issues relating to birds, raptors and falconry together with role players in the Nature
Conservation Community. | see this as a vital step in securing the future of falconry in the
province.

Our membership to date is as follows

e Dylan Freeman Chairman, | will continue to fly my Female African Hawk Eagle “Five times
intermewed (Able) eyeas” and Female Peregrine Falcon (three times intermewed captive
bred eyeas). My falconry birds are keeping me active and a true pleasure to spend the best
part of the day with the dogs and hawks. | have been active in rehabilitation of some
falconry species and busy with some of my breeding birds as well and I hope this is fruitful
so as to supply our hawk requirements.

e Johan Smith has continued to fly his Female Black Sparrowhawk and has taken on a male
lanner (lannerette) the lanner is still in its early stages but is developing quickly and should
afford Johan some enjoyable moments. The spar has turned into a great hawk and is very
tolerant of activity and has come into her own.

e Adri du Toit is flying a female Lanner falcon and has been thermal flying her with
exceptional pitches as well as a female African Goshawk and has been doing well with this
bird harassing the Indian mynah, francolin and plover population with wonderful results.
She has also been involved in assisting in rehabilitation cases at the Aran vet clinic.

e Bryan Anderson has taken on a Tiercel Gry-Peregrine, due to personal and work
commitments has not been as active as he hoped but is hoping that he will still enjoy some
success in the coming months.

e Rodger Nielson is flying a captive bred female African goshawk and by all accounts is having
success and well into double figures at the time of writing this report. He has taken both
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large ground quarry and birds. According to Rodger she has taken squirrels, a mongoose
and guinea poults to name a few.

e Marko Hogendoorn is flying a captive bred female African goshawk. We will monitor his
developments to ensure that his practices are on standard with the requirements.

e Ronald Gorrie has taken a break from his falconry commitments due to personal issues and
so is without a hawk.

e Theresa Hodgkinson is waiting for a new hawk to progress up the ranks and improve her
abilities.

There are a number of falconers involved as well as external bodies working together on
various conservation and rehab projects. Ongoing monitoring programs around the province by
falconers are essential in understanding the local raptors needs and distribution not only from a
falconry stand point but also in the larger conservationfeffort. NWHC is making a notable effort
in the research opportunities in the field of raptor conservation, i.e. Sightings, nesting activities
as well as prey species accounts. Some species we are actively monitoring are Peregrine and
Lanner falcon, African Hawk Eagle, Black Eagle, Fish Eagle, Walberg’s Eagle Vulture species,
Black Sparrow hawk, Pale Chanting Goshawk, Gabar Goshawk, Little Sparrowhawk and Roosting
habits of migratory Kestrel species to name a few. We are active in nest site recordings and
make regular visits to see ongoing progress of the breeding season and this is in line with
research and nature conservation obligations. It is evident that falconry has a major role to play
in the rehabilitation of raptors and that the practices developed by falconers can be
implemented to ensure that as falconers we have an effective influence on the hawks we are
entrusted to rehabilitate. A register of such cases is be kept by the club and rehab centers and
include this information in the reports submitted to the North West Nature Conservation.
Hawks not suitable for release can still undergo rehabilitation using falconry conditions
effectively or alternatively may be used in breeding or falconry programs. The annual wild take
Quota will be addressed and the falconers wishing to acquire new hawks will be included in
this, otherwise captive bred hawks will be sourced. We have been lucky to be an influential
body in the raptor community of the province and as a result are ambassadors for our beloved
art.

Good hawking

Dylan Freeman

19




BT

Vol. 10 -Mews Views- 2012

Transvaal Falconry Club
Overview

The Club had another successful season in 2011/2012. In spite of increasing loss of flying
grounds to the, apparently inexorable spread of urban development in Gauteng, members were
active in hunting throughout the season. Eighteen members flew 24 birds, taking a good
number of quarry of a wide range of species, as is expanded upon below.

Club Administration

The Annual General Meeting was held on schedule anq was attended by 18 of the 25 paid-up
members, family members and three persons who were interested in becoming involved in
falconry. The following were elected as Office Bearers:

Chairman: Tim Wagner — unopposed
Secretary: Lizette Beukes — elected by majority vote
Committee: Mark Labuschagne, Robbie Robinson, Paul Strydom, Colin Williams

In addition to the Annual General Meeting, two general meetings were held during the year.
Most of the management issues of the Club were dealt with via email and by meetings of
Committee members. At the end of February Lizette Beukes found herself unable to continue
as Secretary due to personal commitments. Robbie Robinson was asked to take over the
portfolio of Secretary until the next Annual General Meeting.

Membership

For most of the year member numbers remained stable at 25 full members, but in early 2012 a
number of new members joined. As at the end of May there were 31 members.

Falconry

Eighteen members flew birds during the year. Longwings were in the majority, with 3 Lanner
tiercels, 5 African Peregrine tiercels and 6 African Peregrine falcons as well as a few exotics
being flown. These took a wide range of gamebirds, ducks and other quarry, with the season
being generally very successful for most of the birds flown.

Austringers also had rather a successful year. The three Black Sparrowhawks took mainly
gamebirds, with almost equal numbers of guineafowl and Swainson’s Spurfow! being caught.
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The Black Spars also did good work on Indian Mynas this year, with 19 of these beasties being
reported as having been caught. The 6 African Goshawks also made life miserable for some
flocks of Indian Mynas, accounting for 102 Mynas. Notably some Swainson’s Spurfow!| were
also taken. Only two Ovambo Sparrowhawks were flown this year, a musket and a female. The
musket managed a modest score of 128 birds, although this included a Coqui Francolin, three
African Quail and a fully-grown hen Orange River Francolin that he brought down and held
through quite a tussle on the ground until he could be assisted. The female had somewhat
higher score, taking 178 birds, including guineafowl and Swainson’s Spurfowl juveniles as well
as Ethiopian Snipe. Graham Anderson continued flying his Harris"Hawk at whatever came in

view!
Robbie Robinson. r

Events at the SAFA Field Meet.

The Editor was presented with the accompanying
photos. George McAlister, when asked for the story,
replied “We did it!” After all, what more need be
said.
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Penryn College Falconry Report

The last year has been a very eventful one for our small but very active

club. Our current falconers are as follows:

Penryn College

Falconry
2001 - 2812

Nathan Cook (C grade): Nathan hacked the infamous “White Goshawk”
at the end of the 2011 season and has taken on a captive bred, second
year musket African Goshawk, much to the
detriment of the local bird population.

Romario Gonsalves (C grade): Romario has passed on his bunny-slaying

Jackal Buzzard, Jacqueline, to take on a passage (rehab) African
Goshawk musket. The musket is proving to be an efficient killer and has
taken a number of small birds.

Richard Hay (C grade): Richard hacked his male Jackal buzzard (who has
since taken up residence around the school grounds and surrounding farm lands) and taken on

a female passage (rehab) African Goshawk.

Kuda Maoeni (C grade): Kuda is a new addition and has recently passed his C-grade exam and is
lined up to get a juvenile, captive bred Jackal Buzzard from Dylan Freeman.

We have also had a large group of new apprentices who joined us this year and we watch with
interest to see how many will continue our fine tradition at Penryn.

On our environmental front we have been involved in locating
and monitoring the local Peregrine and Black Sparrowhawk
nests. Once thought to be a rarity in the Lowveld, an
astounding number of active Peregrine eyries have been
located in the surrounding areas. We have also found an

. abundance of active Black Sparrowhawk nests.

Sadly one of the Black Sparrowhawk nests was targeted by
bandits set on ensnaring the female in a net laced with fish hooks. Luckily Steven van Rensburg
was surveying the nest through a scope at the time and managed to chase the intruders off the
nest. The two chicks (only a few hours old) were rescued the following morning and are now
being flown by Charles Sadler and Thomas Holder.

Richard Hay
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Report on SAFA Participation in the g“" Festival of Falconry held in Al Ain, UAE,
in December 2011.

Bruce Padbury.

With thousands of people from 78 countries around the wogld converging on Jahili fort, Al Ain, we knew
we were in for an amazing eight days. Our hosts (The Emirates’ Falconers Club of Abu Dhabi), had gone
all out to extend a warm welcome to all.

From our arrival at Dubai International Airport it was apparent that attention to detail and organisation
had been of utmost importance to the Falconry Festival Team.

In all, nine South African falconers attended- Adrian, Dirk, Hank and Robbie giving talks and Julius, Ross,
Mark, Roger and myself all representing SAFA in the Stand with Roger being chosen for his art. Many of
us received full sponsorship. Every country had to deck out and man a stand representing the falconry
going-ons in their country-traditions, hawks, quarry and so on. Of popular interest with regards to South
African Falconry was the Black Sparrowhawk, Red-necked Falcon and our grading system.

The First three days were spent out in the desert camp where we bumped into some familiar faces from
the 2007 IAF Meet. Socializing was top of the agenda and conversations ran late into the night. The
organizers had gone to great lengths to make desert life comfortable for everyone with local food and
drinks on tap in Bedouin style tents. Traditional life was displayed in many ways

—_— N ———— Sy
\w‘
. .
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Daily entertainment ranged from Falcon and Saluki racing; hunting from Camel back; fitness training
using remote control planes and balloons; and eagle demonstrations. Many of the world’s famous
falconers had been flown in to assist with training and manning or to give talks. It was a daily occurrence
to share a cool drink with someone like Nick Fox, lunch with Steve Chindgren or dine with Bruce Haak. |
must, however add that many of these guys were just as interested in SA falconry as we were in the
theirs!

Saluki, Camel and Falcon Racing competitions carrying a first prize of a VXR 200 Toyota land Cruiser
station wagon valued at over a million were hotly contested.

The Falcon racing was an event on its own. Hundreds of falconers with their prized, extremely fit falcons
all converged at the “Race track” -a four hundred meter levelled piece of desert with an elaborate
Bedouin tent decked out with large flat screens, chandeliers, fancy carpets and food and drink stations
on one side and not too much on the other. Each falconer had been allotted a number which was clearly
displayed on a board.

Once your number was called by the race coordinator you had less than a minute to pass camera crews
and journalists to be in line and have your falcon ready two to three falconers ahead of you in the line
crouched down. On the signal you move into position in a secluded area. The “falconer's appie” on the
other end would start to swing his lure. Hood removed, the falcon would take off, crossing an
electronic timing device and starting the timer. These huge powerful falcons would fly, sometimes
inches above the ground, covering the four hundred meters in seconds, crossing the second timing
device, where upon the appie (some with decades of hunting experience) would pick up the falcon with
speed and skill and move off swiftly to feed ,hood and block the falcon for his master. In the mean time
the next falcon was on the wing and half way across. The time would immediately be portrayed on one
of the big screens. We timed the intervals at every thirty seconds. Very few falcons went wayward and
as | was later to find out, if this happened the falconer would be scrutinised for entry into the next
event. Dedicated 4,5litre Toyota Tundra 4x4 Marshall tracking vehicles with staff were on standby to
fetch errant hawks.
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Back at camp one of the activities that had much attention was the Radio controlled planes that had
been set up to train and make fit pursuit falcons. Something that has now taken the world by storm for
fitness and strength training.

The plane fitted out with a lure and release mechanism would take off with a falcon in hot pursuit. The
pilot, having knowledge of the individual falcon and its capabilities, would get the best out of it by
performing some amazing moves. | must add that the pilot kitted out with DC glasses and Ralph Lauren
sandals was every bit a showman and kept the crowd on their toes. Once the lure was released, the
falcon would parachute to ground where it was picked up by an extremely hard- working Pakistani
falconer, who within a minute would have the previous falcon blocked and hooded. The next falcon to
fly would be with the “larney” the plane in position and if necessary fuel up and ready to go.

With the festivities in the desert over, it was time for the main event. Al Ain hosted the festival itself
around the Jahili fort. There were shops selling every conceivable thing to do with falconry -some with
phenomenally exorbitant price tags while others were so reasonable that most of us found bags on the
way back full of gloves, hoods and books. Other attractions were conservation organizations, artists and
local curios. At the same time there were trips organized to the falcon hospital, Houbara breeding
facilities and much more. Along with some of our falconers, guest speakers had been invited to give
talks on various aspects of international falconry including: husbandry and care; breeding; trapping; first
aid and the list went on. Some of the world’s leading authorities were there to share their knowledge
including Margret Moeller, Mike Yates and Hank Chalmers. Well most anyway.

To finish off with, all the nations paraded along with their spokesman and did displays in the main arena
this was viewed nationally and internationally on television. Our thanks to our hosts and sponsors.
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Report to the Bird of Prey Program of EWT Conference — 2012.

Adrian Lombard
The Activities of the South African Falconry Association

e Hunting Organization: Proponents of sustainable utilization. We are proud of the
recognition of our hunting art as an Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by
UNESCO.

e Animal Welfare Role. Mentoring and accreditation role recognized by the gazetted
“Norms and Standards for Hunting” legislation. This was the reason for the formation of
SAFA — to ensure that people in South Africa who wish to practice Falconry know how to
look after and train the hawks in their care.

e Conservation Organization.

Conservation Activities

e Falconry — Sustainable use activity — The importance of Sustainable Utilization is
recognized by the Convention on Biological Diversity - this role is explained in the Addis
Ababa Guidelines — Falconry promotes conservation through sustainable utilization of
raptors, quarry species and of the environment.

e Quote from the Addis Ababa Guidelines: “Sustainable use is a valuable tool to promote
conservation of biological diversity, since in many instances it provides incentives for
conservation and restoration because of the social, cultural and economic benefits that
people derive from that use. In turn, sustainable use cannot be achieved without
effective conservation measures.”

The Role of SAFA

e Creating a “Conservation Ethic” among Falconers

e Promoting an awareness of Conservation issues among Falconers

e Taking a stand on Conservation-related issues.

e Engagement in the process of formulation of Conservation-related Laws, regulations and
Policies

e Participation in the Bird of Prey Program of EWT

e SAFA Conservation Projects

Taita Scientific Breeding Project
e Historical Involvement of Falconers in the conservation of the Taita Falcon in South

Africa and elsewhere
e Status of the collaborative venture between the Zimbabwe Falconry Club and The

Peregrine Fund
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Current situation — The Zimbabwe Falconry Club has offered to release their breeding
stock to SAFA and these will be combined with the captive Taitas already in South Africa.
We await permits from the National Parks Board of Zimbabwe to allow release of these
birds to us.
Rationale:

1. Preservation of genetic stock

2. Development of breeding experience and method

3. Biological data

Lanner Falcon Project

Examine Lanner Populations in South Africa following concerns expressed about their

status in Birding circles.

Study the seasonal movement in Lanner Populatibns in Southern Africa

Generate biological data on this species.

Early planning stage. Planning will include discussions with the Animal Demographic
Unit at the University of Cape Town.

International Electrocutions Database

IAF Project proposed and accepted at the IAF AGM in Al Ain in 2012.

To be developed from South Africa

Plan to involve experts — Megan Diamond of EWT /ESCOM and Richard E. Harness,
researcher currently working on Raptor Electrocutions in Mongolia.

Primarily reporting electrocutions of Falconry birds and extending this to include
reporting of all raptor electrocutions

Provision of information to mitigate events and provide support to pressurize
authorities.

SAFA - International Presentations

2" International Falconry Festival — Al Ain — December 2011.
1. Novel Therapeutic Agents and Modalities for Falcons
2. The Conservation Activities of Falconers in South Africa
3. Mentoring in Falconry and the Role of the Grading System in South Africa
4. Rehabilitation, Education and Outreach by Falconers
5. Poster Exhibits — including promotion of the activities of BoPP
Economics of Wildlife Conservation — CIC — Cape Town — May, 2012
1. Falconry in South Africa. ‘ :

Biological Studies by SAFA Membership

Crowned Eagle Monitoring — KZN and Mpumalanga
Peregrine Population study — Mpumalanga
Ovambo Sparrowhawk population study — Gauteng
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e Magaliesberg Raptor monitoring Project — Gauteng

e Raptor Nest Monitoring Project - NWP

e Field Observations: Ayers Hawk Eagle, Black Sparrowhawk, Lanner Falcons.
e Co-operation with others

Mitigation Projects

e Artificial Nest Platforms for Egyptian Geese

e Owl Nest Boxes

e Rodent Mitigation Project - EC

e Falcon Nest Boxes — FS and EC

e Interactions with farmers and Pigeon fanciers.

¢

Outreach by Falconers
Over 250,000 people in South Africa are reached by 150 falconers each year — encouraging
changes in attitudes and behavior to the benefit of Conservation.

Final Thoughts:
e We are taught that Conservation is Biology — and thus not adequately considering the
economic, legislative and social aspects
e Policy is often driven by poorly informed public opinion (and funders) and not by facts.
e Conservation through sustainable utilization has achieved significant success in South
Africa while “non-consumptive” conservation is still championed in many countries
despite the evidence.

Thank You.
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Free State Falconry Club - Lanner Falcon Rehabilitation

Terence Elliott

The 20™ of January 2012 was supposed to be just another Friday for me. Not that Fridays are
taken for granted, it’s just that | didn’t expect Francois Breedt’s phone call as | was driving
home from work.

Alma Fuller from the Free State Raptor Project had just taken in a passage tiercel Lanner that
was picked up wet and bedraggled on a farm close to Bultfontein and she was looking for
someone to help her rehabilitate the bird. Francois wquld go to Alma the Saturday morning to
have a look at the tiercel and would let me know if he thought | should have a go at it. | couldn’t
believe it. | was going to get my first Lanner! Rehab or not, | couldn’t care less. | had been
looking forward to this for a very long time!

Francois phoned me the Saturday morning and | went to his place, where the new guy was
awaiting me. The tiercel was very low in weight and looked weak and under the weather, but
other than that and some lice all seemed right. We checked him thoroughly for any damage to
wings, legs and feet and his feathers also seemed
in good condition. He was given medication for
worms and lice and a shot of Vitamin B12 as well,
just to get him going again. Two hours later | was
on my way home with my first passage Lanner.

The rehabilitation was done under Francois’s
supervision and | started the process by feeding
him well and manning him a bit get his weight
back up before | would start training him. He
quickly climbed to 560g in a matter of days and
then we started training.

Through February and March we gradually got
him going again. It went slower than we had
hoped for. It seemed as if the tiercel lacked a bit
of confidence. Some days he would do well and
other days he appeared unenthusiastic. By middle
March he made a bit more progress and showed
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more endurance, requiring a tracking session
one Sunday afternoon. At this point we
decided to start hacking him back to the wild
and his transmitter was removed. The last
time we saw him was a few days later on 25
March after he had caught a Laughing dove.
He had never carried before and this time he
did. He flew away to a far-off telephone pole
and we left him there as darkness fell. |
returned to the area a few times that week to
check if he was still around, but | never saw
him again. It was a great introduction to flying
Lanners and | can’t wait to start flying the next
one.

My Time with Ron Hartley

By Steve Chindgren

| first met Ron at the 1981 NAFA
meet in Joplin, Missouri. Ron and |
hit it off right from the start! You
might say it was as if | had met a
twin falconer from another part of
the world. Ron was from
Zimbabwe. We spent the meet
together driving and looking for
places to hawk ducks. It was not
the best meet for long-wings. Ron
and | did manage to find some

ponds and my prairie x peregrine
falcon “Kallikak” did manage to

take two ducks. Turns out they
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were the only ducks taken at the 1981 meet! We both knew right away that we were made
from the same mold. We enjoyed each other’s company so much that Ron returned to my
home in Utah after the meet to do more hawking with me. In the two weeks that he stayed
with me, Kallikak, took 16 ducks, 6 pheasants and a sage grouse! We made a trip to southern
Idaho to meet a group of falconers. Ron had wonderful slides of African Raptors, which
everyone enjoyed. We were staying with Charley Porter and that day all the falconers in the
area had come to meet Ron. It was just after 2pm and | wanted to go hawking but it was a
terrible snowstorm. The falconers from Idaho said you can’t fly in this! That’s all Ron and | had
to hear; “Let’s go hawking,” | said. | learned after hawking with Ron that falconers from Africa
were not afraid to get their feet wet! One of the falconers said | should bring my shotgun so we
can get some ducks for dinner. Now that really made me want to show them what a good duck
hawk could do in one afternoon. We drove to a place called Lincoln creek. We spotted some
mallards and | put up Kallikak in the storm, she took a nice pitch and crushed the mallard stone
dead. | have a routine that | always do when my birds make a kill. After the falcon has
dispatched the quarry | take the quarry and turn it on its back break into it and remove the
heart for the falcon. The falcon will take the heart and leave the quarry to eat it | then have the
meal ready for it on the fist. | generally feed the falcon up after this but this day | wanted to go
for it. After Kallikak ate the heart she jumped up to the fist. | offered her nothing. She soon
roused and took to the sky again. Ron and | ran down the stream like mad men! We continued
this and before Kallikak was hooded again we had three mallards and a drake pintail for the
pot! The other falconers watched from the top of the hill from the trucks! We returned home
and had a duck feast for all! | had never met anyone that had as much enthusiasm as Ron! It
was a joy to have someone to
hawk with that was just as crazy
as me!

Another memorable adventure
was a trip to Northern Utah to
hawk sage grouse. A falconer
from Provo, Utah accompanied
us, Ken Tuttle. Ken had invited
his father-in- law who lived in a
town that was on the way to the
grouse area. His name was Leo.
| was driving a small car called a
ford fiesta. The ford was front
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wheel drive and did well in the snow. It was a 200 mile drive and as we headed north it began
to snow. Old Leo started to get worried and wanted us to turn around. Not a chance, | was
going to show Ron sage grouse hawking! As we continued north the snow was getting worse.
The road was now completely white and we were the only vehicle traveling to this remote part
of the state. Old Leo continued to whine. The Ford had over 100,000 miles, which is a lot for a
ford. We finally made it to the turn off where | was sure we could find grouse. The little ford
was pushing snow and it was so deep that it plugged up the radiator and we over heated. The
ford had gone as far as it could go. Old Leo said “I told you we should have turned back, there
are no grouse here!” Right then | spotted a few grouse heads directly across from where the
car was stopped by the deep snow. | put up Kallikak and Ron and | plodded through the snow.
The falcon was up nice and the grouse flushed! Kallikak killed one dead in the stoop with a
blow to the head! Ron and | were so excited we grabbed each other and fell to the ground. It
was a day | will never forget! On the way home the little ford came to a halt. We tried to get it
to start but had no success. Old Leo was disgusted. We were about 100 miles from my home.
Ron and | could have cared less we came to take a grouse and our mission was a success! We
picked up the falcon and hitched a ride home with another motorist, never to see old Leo
again!

The next time Ron came to visit | had become obsessed with hawking sage grouse. They were
such a challenge. | had a camp on the Big Sandy River in Wyoming. Ron and | had great times
hawking grouse. | let Ron fly one of my falcons. Ron was like a brother to me. The memories
of Ron Hartley will always be with me until my last day. | miss him so much. He always wanted
me to come to Zimbabwe and hawk with him. | am so sorry | did not ever make it to Africa.
Ron told me so much about his life and how difficult the times had become in his beloved land.
He told me of the war. He feared things would get worse in his homeland but he told me he
would never leave Zimbabwe. | learned from Ron that the falconry in Africa was done the way
it should be done with respect and passion. Although Ron and I only spent several weeks
together | felt as if he was my best friend. We shared a love for falconry and a passion for life!
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Centrefold Captions:

Page 1: Painting of an Immature Peregrine Falcon on Yellow-throated Sandgrouse by Elton
Arnot and presented to Tim Wagner by SAFA for services rendered to South African Falconry.

Page 2: Scenes from the Falconry Festival - Clockwise from top left corner — 1) Caring for
hawks at the Desert Camp. 2) The SAFA Team in the Southern African Stand. 3) Saluki races.
4) Bruce Padbury with an Emirati Falconer. 5) Robbie Robinson with Hilary White and Tony
James at the IAF tent. 6) SAFA Falconers make friends with Bruce Haak.

Page 3: More Scenes from the Falconry Festival —<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>