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STATEMENTS

The Irish hawhking Club is dedicated to
the: sport and practice of fulconry and
10 the conservation and dissemination
of knowledge of binds of peey. Mesm-
bership is open o those, wha support
o practice the pursuil of Faleonry lo

the highest standards and traditions.
Objectives of the Club are;

“To represent Falconry throughout lre-

land and to foster Tntermational co-op-

eration in onder to maintain the sporl,

urt und practice of laking quarry in its
satural state.

To preserve and encovrage Falconry
within the context of sustainable and
iudicious use of wildlife.

Ta foster good relutions snd co-operi-
tion with all Natiorial husting organi-
sations with like objectives.

Ta cocourage conservation, the ceo-
logical and veterinary research of binds
of prey and o promote, under scien-
tific guidance, native propagation for
Falconry and the rehabilitation of in-
jured birds of prey.

To monitor National laws in order to
permit the pursuit and perpetuation of
faleanry.

T require the abservation of all lows
and regulations relating to fileonry,
hunting, conservation and ealture with
regard to the taking, impart, and keep-
g of birds of prey, the hunting of
quarry species und the right of aceess
10 land,

“To promate snd uphold a pasitive
image of falconry with specialist or-
genisations or statuary bodies which
regulate or otherwise affect fatconry.
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The Newslefter and Joumnal
are published and distrib-
uted by the Irish Hawking
Club to members, The views

pressed therein are those
of the individual contribu-
tors and are not necessorily,
and unless otherwise stated,
the official policies or views
of the Irish Hawking Club.

All copy and pictures to be sent
to the Journal Ediiter at
hylwhite@gmall.com.

Cover Image

“Surprise Encounter”
Materielis subject 1o scrutiny by (Peregrine on cock

tne commitlee.

by
All news items, nofices, short sto- Shay O'Byme
ties, fal fales. piciures, ods, Com-
ments atc fo he ediler ot the
above email oddress.

Marnipulated by
Acron Leavy

Members wha are inferested in
helping in the production and dis-
fribution of the Newsletter and
Joumal plecse contact a com-
mittae mamoer.
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We are continualy ok for siiking,
memorable art imoges of rapfors
for cur cavars, If you have any
pisase foreward o the edior.

All material published is
copyright of the authors.

News and Updates

The Editorial always welcome
— sightings, lost hawks, conservation matters etc - from members.

eces of info

FEATHERED COCAINE
The falfowing is a letter weiticn to the I4F
Committee by drisk delegate Hilary Wiite

Dear 1AF Committee and AC

In December. the Moncriet! show, an af-
ternoon radie programms on the krish sta-
tion Newstalk, ran an interview scgment
with @ man called Alan Howell Parrot who
is the subject of a documestary called
Feathered Cocaine’ (see featheredeo-
caine org for details).

He speaks abourthe illegal trade in gyrfal.
cums, deseribing how hefore the break-up
of the USSR, Arabs used biology as &
“Trojan horse’ to acquire *million-doltae”
fuleons. These were ofien given as politi-
cal gifts in Emirate states, he eluimed, and
that the trade *mushroomed” afier the
USSR dismantled. Someone eafled Mo-
bammed Al Buardi is mentioned as infil-
trating Cites ulficials and facilitating this.
Parrot goes on 1o say that the ‘primary bi-
ologist fur the UAE is @ guy celled Dr
Nick Fox’, and that he along with UN
Cites officials have facilitated the domand
for gyrs.

Most worryingly, he s
‘may spend “well over a millian dollars’ for
2 gyr but that most are dead within three
‘months of heing relocated to the hor Mid-
dle-Fastern region, They ‘are nw injected
with steroids and derivatives” 1o counter
this, he states.

He goes on to talk about 3 Saudi Ambas.
sador being caught smuygling falcons out
of Saudi Arabia and collusion by the
French government in this. He claims foo

on a houbara hunt with the family of
Sheikh Tahnoon, the uling family in the
UAE. He equates this trip as being like
“we need to do husiness with Japan so we
need 0 go on a whaling expedition with
the Japancse Prime Minister®,

He said the worst ofTenders were the UAE,
who *use scicace o get in and an army of
Western biologists to falsify research and
licensing protocols”. Saudi Arbia was
more known for using “bribery’. he be-
liewed, Qatar and Kuwait are also men-
tisned a offenders.

Fimally, the imterview rms towards
Chstma Bin Laden, with whom one of his
cantacts bas appancoly had *multiple
mestings in lran’ and gone hawking with
since Nav 2004, he claims, He adds that
this information has been ignored or ob-
structed by US authoritics,

This is an important issue for IAF to be
aware of, and if the claims are (0 he dis-
puted then much needs to be done to eon
firm the facts. This man says that he has
dogumentation to back up these claims
The IHC contacted Nick Fox straight afier
it had gone to air so he is aware of the
piece and the documentary itself, but we
do not know of any follow-up actions e
miy have taken.

Yours cte

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
APPOINTED

AS OF this year, the IHC Editorial team
will now include a Newsletter Editor to
manage the production of this impor-

that a Saudi ambassador

tions Lo ol aceess for the US [any action
was taken over the smuggling. Nick Fox
is mentiancd again as the provider of a
symbolic fukon to Prinee Andrew and the
person who organised for the Prinee to go

tant purt of Club

Sean Woods accepted the role af the AGM
in early February, and all members are
asked 10 make his transition imo the job as
casy as possible by contributing matcrial

to him to be included in the newsletters.
Sean can be canteted by email on
seanmartinwoods@yahoo.com and any
arficles, ads, BANGUNICEMENTS, TePOrts OF
images ure to be sent 1o this address from
now on. Feature style storics — the kind
that useally fearure in the Journal — can
still be sent to Journal editor Hilary White
at hylwhite@gmailoom. 1F either cditor
gets an item which they feel is more ap-
‘propriste in the other’s publication, they
will be passd over in the interests of con-
sistency.

The decision came ahout following Hilary
White's agreement (o stey on L produce
the journal only provided someone else
take on the responsibility of the nowslet-
ters. This was due o his increasing work
COMIMIIments,

FALCONRY FESTIVAL

THE Third International Festival of
Falconry takes place in Abu Dhabi from
December 10 to 18, The TIC intends to
have a presence at the event. For full de-
tails, go to www.falconryfestival.com

ECKART SCHORMAIR

ITISwith great sudness that we
learned of the news of Eckart Schor-
mair'y death in early May,

Eckart was ane of European faloonry’s
‘most-liked characters, and a longlime ser-
want af both his slub Deutscher Falkeaor-
den (DFO) s well as the IAF.

A friendly ind sincere character who was
devoid of ego or pretentiousness, he was
& keen and active falsoner, travelling to
Scotlund und Spain regularly fo fly his fal-
cons

The [IC extends its sympahies 10 his
family, bis friends and the DEO,
3

“Surprise Encounter”
(Peregrine on cock pheasant )
*A4s seen on journal cover®
Limited Edition Fine Art Giclee Print of original il painting by artist Shay ©"Byme
Now Available

Giclee Print on Matt Fine Art Hahnemuhle Rag 308 gsm Paper
Individually numbered and signed by the artist
Limited to edition of 85, Size: 16ins x 20ins, plus 2ins border

Price: €175 unframed / €300 framed

Enquires Welcome; Contact Shay by email: shayobyrnel O@@hetmail.com or Tel. 086-2093415
Web: www.seamusobymne.com

TERRY’'S
JOKE CORNER

BY TERRY TURKING TGN

Q Whats the difference between a goshawk an a Harris hawk ?
A. A Harris hawk is hatched half trained and a goshawk dies half trained!

TWO Irish duck hunters where in their hide waiting for the ducks ta come in when a fellaw
flew across the lake in a hang glider. One of the shoaters gave it both barrels. After-
wards, the other one said: “What sort of bird was that?" The first man replied: "I havent
got a clue but it dropped that fellow it was carrying back to its nest to feed its young!"

FIVE falconers and a springer spaniel were all playing poker when a stranger came in and
commented on how intelligent the dog was to be playing poker. One of the falconers
replied: "He's not that smart - every time he gets a good hand he wags his tail!”

- - A
1
ADVERTISING I
1
Any members wishing to place an ad in the Journal must contact Editor Hilary White on
085 1340476
or hylwhite@gmail. com
To place an ad in the Newsletters, contact Sean Woods at seanmartinwoods@yahoo.com
s > |

IHC Yahoo Group

FALCONRY EQUIPMENT

Hoods, Gloves, Vests, Bags, Bells, Swivels and more...

Contact: Eric Witkowski on 087 0552313
or e-mail: irekwitkowski@wp.pl
www.hoods.pl

For the premotion and improvement of falconry and hawking in Ireland. This is a group for Iish Hawking Club members,
This group allows us to bring together members through a emall group. Itis way 1o connect
with others who share the same interssts and ideas as ourselves and allows us to meet each other online as often as
we want, instaad of having to travel miles. It is especially useful for new members needing information and advice.

Thisisa 106l for use by ty —nion accass contained, Within
the graup you can post messages thal will be sent to each membars email address. Photagraphs can be placed in al-
bums and 2 database of contacts can be compiled, Remernber that all members willinstantly receive your post sa be
civil at all times and think about what you are saying. It is |ike talking in a can hear and

respond. What you say will be written down and may be used in evidence.

Members can accass the group from anywhere in the world with an interet connection. and even from bed with your
laptop, or if you are really up o date, receive it on your moblle phone while hunting.

To Access:

1.Goto h

2. If you have a yahao ID then click “Join this group”.

If you da not then alick “Sign up” and follow the instructions. You will then have your own yahoo ID and password.
Available to you now are hundrads of falcanry groups that are open to anyone without approval, However you can-
not get into the IHC site without approval




ome 400 representatives of

States Parties fo the 2003 UN-

ESCO Convention for the
Safeguarding of Intanglble Cuttural
Herftage and of civil society as well
as ehservers attended the annual
Meeting of the Parties in Nairobi in
mid-November of this year. They
officially inscribed “Falconry: a liv-
ing human heritage” on the global
list of the Intangible Cultural Her-
Itage of Humanity.

The UNESCO Lists

Today's medern lifestyls, global
isotion and rapid urbanisation
have restricted opportunities to
practise many fraditional cul-
tural  octivities,  particularly
those that are difficult fo
record. ways of life passed from
generation fo generation in an
infangible manner. Adapted in
2003 and ratified by 132 States,
the UNESCO Convention rec-
ommends the profection of ele-
ments such as oral traditions
and expressions, performing
arts, social practices, rituals and
festive events, knowledge and
practices concemning naiure
and the universe and know-how
related to traditional hanai-
crafts [falconry fits info all of
these groupings). It considers
these elements as a Living Her-
itage, which, when fransmitted
from generation to generation.
gives communities o faeling of
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lectively, were carad out in Paris
and in infemational conferances
and seminars in Turkey, Mangolia,
Spain, Stovakia, Jordan, South
Korea, efc. Other countries were:
urged fo parficipate in the inferna-
fional file, finally reaching the total
of eleven.

In ardier to mast the stringent re-
quirements o comprehansive file
was sel Up and fransiated infa var-
ious languages including English
and French and sent to vorious
states. This was then discussed in
specidiisi workshops in Abu Dhabi
in March 200% and with countries
participoting in the United King-
dom at the Infernafional Falconry
Festival in July, The final formaot was
discussed with all states in August
2009 in Abu Dhali and @ short list
of Ihe elements of infangitie her-
itage in each country was made,
prometing the inclusion of falconmy
and o legal framewaork for the pro-
tection of intangible herlage was
sef Up in each counfry

Documentary films about falconry
were prepared and the final selec-
tior of an intemational film {Span.
ish made) was approved by fhe
countries at the Abu Dhabj meet.
ingin August 2009, crgenised loin-
clude culfural officials and experts
from each country participating in

@1 The Successful Inscription of

Falconry as Part of UNESCO’s
Intangible Cultural Heritage

identity and centinuity.

Items must meet the definition
of "intangible cultural heritage™
ond be compatible with the ob-
jectives of fhe Representative
List. The national government is
obliged fo take measures 1o an-
sure safeguarding of the | intan-
gible cultural heritage localed
on ifs territory, in other words it
is not enough for @ club or
aroup of ingividuals to submit, it
must be the nofional govern-
ment wha has already put in
place proteclive meosures. Any
submission must seek toc ensure
the widast possible parlicipa-
tion of those invalved and in
volve them directly in fhe
management of their heritage.
Governments signatary to the
Convention musi hove pre-
sented alist of one or more cat-
egaries of intongible cultural
heritage located on its teritory,
with the inclusion of the items to
be recorded in the short list.

The Representative List already
had 164 elements from 77 coun-
tries. On this latest occasion, the
Committee examined 47
nominafions from 29 States. In
order fo be inscribed, the new ele-
ments had 1o comply with a series
of siingent eriteria, including con-
fributing to spreading the knowl-
edoe of intongible cultural
heritage and promoling aware-
ness of its imporiance. Nominees

new

the international file. Procedures
were formulated for maintaining
falconry as a hertage |countries
must constantly update these
even though inscription has been
achieved). Other documents and
films were alsa collected for use in
the final submission. To support the
submission cnd promote falconry
s an angaing cultural herflage In-
formation centres on falconry and
conservation programs were sup-
ported and publicised eg. the
Sheikh Zayed wing of the Archives
of Falconry, Boise, USA, the Fal-
conry Hertage Trust, UK and many
exhibifions, conferences and lec-
tures organised lscally and intema-
tionally with as extensive a media
coverage as could be obfained.
Events in Turkey and Japan were
particulory appreciated. The rules
of the convention insist on active
participation of the local commu-
nity and of the Ministry of Culture in
sach country,

It can be cleary seen from al this
that the main initiative for the Fak-
conry submission was foken up by
the Unifed Arab Emirates who
speartheaded what became
fruly international project leading
the team with their Abu Dhabi Cul-
fure and Heritage Agency fo put
together the most significant Joint
Submission ever presented fo UN-

The IAF holds it as a
huge source of pride that

falconry

has been globally

recognised. It is seen as
essential by IAF and has
enabled us to move |
forward from a defensive
to a very proactive

position.
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of Humanity
by Gary Timbrell, Co Cork

for the inscripfion also had to justify
the protective measures their gov-
emments had taken o ensure the
viability of the elemant.

The History of the Submission

The orginal idea that Falconry
might qualify to gain fhe status of
world Cultural Heritoge come in
the late ‘90s and was formally pro-
posed at the CIC (International
Council for Game ang wildiife
Conservation), 2000 General As-
sembly in Berlin. CIC pacple have
beeninvolved througnout the proj-
ect. Subsequen! discussions with
IAF saw the formation of @ UNESCO
Working Group that sought out ae-
ademics from inside and outside
folconry and foleeners from all
over the planet to decide how to
go about this.

It was soon recognised in the initicl
discussions that Falconry might sat-
isfy all the requirements of the Con-
vention and that UNESCO
racognition might grant full legiti
macy to falconry in countries
where falceners had 1o censtantly
fight burecucracies influenced by
negative people. It could evenen-
courage counfries 1o adopt clear
sirategies and sound action plans
to sofeguard their Falconry her-
ftoge and could change received
opinion in countries whose laws
were prohibiling falcenry alfo-
gether.

ESCO. The ADACH funded and
managed the most significant por-
tion of the effort under the diiving
force of HE Mohamed Al Bowardi
and HE Majid Al Mansouri, the Di-
rector of ihe Environment Agency-
Abu Dhabi, the most significant
conservation agency and force in
the Middle East. The final joint sub-
mission was made on behall of the
United Arab Emirates, Belgium, the
Czech Republic, France, the Re-
public of Korea. Mongolia, Mo-
rocen, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Spain
and the Syrian Arab Republic

Throughout the six yecr long proj-
ect the |AF pravided supporf 1o fhe.
invalved countries and cooper-
ated directly with the internafional
project leadership in Abu Dhabi,
coordinaling workshops, farming
working groups and encouraging
member countries 1o join the proj-
ect either as porticipants or in ihe:
backgreund. Besides the 11 states
ADACH has formally acknowl-
edged “...the sincere and con
structive cooperotion of falconers
and officials of the heritage, cul-
ture ond environment from the fol-
lowing friendly states: Austrio.
Belgium, the Czech Republic,
France. Koreo, Mongolia, Mo-
rocco, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Slova-
Ka. Spain, Syrian Arab Republic,
Tunisics, aind Turkey. It would not
have been possible for the Depant-
ment of Infangible Hertage at
ADACH to accomplish all of this
without the sincere and consiruc-
live cooperation of the EFC. and
the Environment Agency — Abu
Dhabi, the Nafional Commission for
UNESCO - Ministry of Education, The
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of
Culture, Youth and Community De-
wilopment, ond some nen-govern-
menial organizafions, the |AF and
thase concemed with folconry
and heritoge locally and globally;
even falconers from counfries who
not signatories o the Convention

In September 2005 Abu Dhabi
hasted @ symposium “Falconry: a
world heritage". Here experts on
many aspects of falconry, folcon-
ers, scientisls and academics mel,
heard and presented papers and
lstened to the advice of UNESCO
people as ta haw we might pro-
ceed. After two days of presenta-
fions and another of workshops the
preject began to fake direction.
We began fo understond the
wealth of cultural material avail-
able and how 1o go apout preserv-
ing it. we ciso learmned that. even
though the vast majority of submis-

Unfil that moment the project had
been run purely by omateurs —
IAF's motte is "Quod totum pro-
cedit ex amore” - “Everything
comes from the love of if", but the
size of the preject demanded pro-
tessional input and that was facil
tated by the UAE and provided by
UK bosed International wildiife
Consultants who. with the Hawk

Board, were alse nfluentiol In the
UK Fakeonry Festivals and the Fal-
conry Herltage Trust, both of which
played a large part in the infema-
ional promotion of falconry during
the projec.

mental Committee, a position they
would hold untii October 2009,
Then it joined fhe Committes of Ex-
perts, along with five other world
countries (Turkey, Estonia, Kenya,
Mexico, and South Kerea). Thus the
UAE found itsaif in a position where
It had much better communica-
fion with other countries and was
abie o better promote falconry. In
this way it was also able fo gain a
more accurate knowledge of the
condifions of registration.

Te penuade countries 1 join, tha
following were confected and vis-

sions are made by single countries,
for Falconry o gain most advan-
tage from any UNESCO recogni-
fion it would have to be a joint
submission by as many counfries as
passible. It saon became apparent
that the involvement of a
favaureble national govemment
would be crucial and fhe UAE of
fered its support af highest levels.

for the Safeguarding of Intangible
Cultural Heritage were able fo
help.

In its evaluation which began in
Septermber of this year, the UN-
ESCO Commitlee declared thot
Falconry. recognised by ifs com-
munity members as part of their
culiural herifoge, is @ sociol fradi-
fion respecting nature and fhe en-
viranment, passed on  from
generation 1o generation, ond pro-
viding them with a sense of be-
lenging, centinuity and identity.
This defines falconry as heritage
and is a crucial condifion to oc-
cepiance by fhe Convention
which has stringent criteria for judg-
ing condidates. The rules of this
convention state thot condidates
must first be inscribed on the na-
fional lists, supported by the na-
fional  government. This  was
obviously not a huge problem in
the Arab countries where falconry
is & large part of the everyday lives
of cifizers, or in Korea and Mongo-
lia where it wos unil quite recently
of great importance in rural com-
murifies. In counties where falcon-
ers are relatively few the huge
efforts they made must also be ac-
knowledged ond lauded: Franca.
the Czech Republic, Spain and Bet-
gium ware omong the earliest 1o
get their governments’ opproval.
Despite a very vociterous anii-fal-
conry campaign threatening to
sabotage their efferts, both Belgion
commurities successtully inscribed
falconry on their nafional lists. Sio-
vakin had falconry inscribed ne-
fionally and wos ready fo be part
of @ 12 country submission, but a
last minule change in goverment
days befora submitting o the UN-
ESCO committes allowad o Sud-
gen velo by the Slovok
bureaucracy and it pulled out

Three more counfries  {Ausiria,

Croafia and Hungary] had aready
inseribed talcoenry on their national

The Abu Dhabi Cullure and Her
iloge Agency made great effars
to Use diplomatic avenues to ad-
vance the submission and in Paris.
in 2006 the UAE was slected o UN
ESCO's Intergovernmental Com-
mitiee for Infangible Cultural
Heriiage for o period of two years.
In Turkey in 2008, UAE won the post
of Chairman of the Intergoverm-

ITCH UNESCO inventory lists, missing
the final date for the joint submis
sien because of delays in their re-
spective country's bureaucracies.
Itis hoped all of these will succeed
in the next round of lisfings,

The submission, the largest multi-
nafienal submission ever mace
under this Convention, was singled
out for special praise by UNESCO!
s “on eulstanding example of co-
operation between Slates and the
exemplary nature of the informa-
fien provided was underlined"

‘Comments of HE Mohammed Kha-
laf Al Mazrouei, Advisor for Culture
and Hertage ot the Court of the
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, and
Director General of ADACH

“The UAE has played a key role in
the preparafion of the interna-
tional file on falconry. and has
worked 1o encourage global co-
cperation with regard 16 this fradi-
tion. The efforts mode by the UAE
leadership have confributed to the
profection of this human heritage
and have encouroged coopera-
fion between different peoples
and civilizafions, This is a source of
piide to Abu Dhabi and the Arob
World in general . He highlighted
thot one of the fist objectives of
the registration of falconry at UN-
ESCO was fo increase awareness
of falconry af local, regional and
global level. It pramotes the value
of falconry as o global heritage,
and encaurages ofher counties 1o
adopt clear strotegies and sound
action plans to safeguard the fra-
ditions of mankind. The move has
granted falconry o fresh legitimacy
accarding to the principles of sus-
tainable hunfing. During his speech
at the meefing in Nairobi he
stressad that, "The UAE. under the
guidonce of our honowable leod-
ership, has spared no effortsin sup-
porting  conservation  projects

ited: france. Qatar. Soudi Arabia,
Tunisio, Moracce, Czech Republic,
Belgium, Austrio. Syria, and Spain.
Official letters were also sent, using
formal diplomatic methods (the
Ministry of Culture, tha Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, UAE embassies in
each country, and the miristries of
culture in each cauntry). Contacts
and meetings, indivicually and coi-
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concerned with heritage. Particu-
lar attention hos been given to fal
conty, which is on important port
of our cullure and our ancient his
fory. The UAE continuas ifs fireless
efforts fo support UNESCO's plans
OnG programs which im 1o pre-
serve the cultural and modern day
herfage ef mankind. We have an-
joyed the henour of co-ordinating
the efforts of thase compiling the
intemational file on falconry,
Eleven countiies from three conti

nenls, Alrico, Asio and Eurcpe,
have porticipated in this project.
We in the United Arab Emirates ap-
preciate the efforts of participating
countries. We have worked fo-
gether s one leam and have felt
fthe spirit of the 2003 Cenvention on
the Conservation of World Her-
itage. We look farward ta working
with all the countries of the world,
and we are pleased 1o welcome
sach of the sxtydhree countriss
whers falconry s now practiced

Addressing delegations from 128
countries, Mr. Al Mazroue said; "We
are all aware of the importance of
recording elements of cultural her.

itage, in porticular those heritage
slements thof are shared between
countries, and whase roofs extend
across borders. The preservation of
this farreaching heritage pro-
motes diclogue and communica-
fion between counties and opens
channels whict wil lead to greater
cooperation, stabiity and peace.”
He renewed the commitment of
the United Arab Emirates in sup-
porting the activities of UNESCO
which aims te safeguard infangible

heritage. while expressing grafi-
tude le the Director General of UN-
ESCO. Ms, Irina Bokova, for her
suppart of infangisle cultural her-
itage.

Benefits

The Infernationcl Association for
?



Falconry and Conservation of Birds
of Prey [IAF) holds it as a huge
source of pride fhat falconry has
been glabally recogrised, [fs seen
as essentiol by IAF and has en-
abled us to move forward from a
defensive to a very prooctive posi
fion. After ail. it represents o her-
itage that dates back for more
than 4000 years and is only now
recognised as on important ele-
ment in ihe heritage aof countries,
sven thase which may have never
seen falconey in this way til now,

The high honour in which UNESCO
is held by govemnments and civi
servants can never be underesti-
mated., Such is the prestige of UN-
ESCO, the respect in which it is held
intemationally and the rigour of its
salection process for listings that all
countries could benefit

1. The govemments of the eleven
submission countries had already
inscribed falconry on their national
lists; thart is they not only said "This is
part of our culture”, they have ac-
tually promised fo protect falconny
and to put in place o plan and
procedures for doing so. Even o
political change in the govem-
merts of those countries would find
it hord 1o attack their falconry now.
2. These 11 will be joined by more
counlries now the mechanics ara
understoad by falceners and by
UNESCO tsell. Several countries
are preparing dossiers.

3. In countries where traditional fal-
conry isin danger of discppearing,
or where it exists perilously on the
outskirts of unfair lows, falconers
are being encouraged ta cite the
UNESCO inscription to support their
cases for recognition by govem-
ments, Remember it is also presti-
gious for a national government o
have its cullure recognised inferma-
tionally: it is now patriotic to sup-
port falconry

4. This Is o powerful faol fhat may
10

jumped nervously back info the
burrow with my presence, | wasn't
sure whether it was coincidence
or nof so | decided fo wait it out
Alter about five minutes, another
rabbit bolted hard about ten feef
away, shorfly followed by some
rustiing in the cover, | ran over
and seen Tinkerbell the jill. | felf ke
| had found a needle in a
haystackl

hen | retumned back to
bose. Mick Doherly,
Sean Woods ond

Adom McConn were sefting off
on their last hunt. | joined them
and we had some greaf sport.
One slip in parficular - | won'f say
whose bird - saw Tinkerbell boit o
fleld mouse. It came out of the
hole lifting about ten inches info
the air and ran franticly downhil.
The Haris hawk took 10 the wing
on pursuit turning the mouse and
eventuolly cotching it

We refumed back to base fo
clean up and get packed and 1o
leave the island. With some stiff
personal competition, spert and
plenty of the craic, a great fime
had been had by al

even be citad in efforts to change
national laws in countries where
falconry has falien off the legol lists
and in prospective EU couniries
where we have offen seen bu
requcrats assume that felcorry is
not accepled in the EU and then
rroke no provision for it.

5. Other falconry nations, even if
net signatories to the UNESCO con-
venftian, con and should use the.
fact at all their meetings with offi-
cials and members of pardioment
that falconry is inscribed by UN-
ESCO os part of the global cultural
nerifage of mankind.

The Future

We are using the experience
adined over the past six years to
encourage falconry communities
in states that are signatories fo the
Conveniion ta add falconry to
their own national lists and formu-
iate plans for s profection. In June
of this year IAF was itselfl occred-
ited by UNESCO as a Non-Govem-
mental Organization Accredifed 1o
Provide Advisory Services fo the
Committea and this wil be very
useful when Tuture submissions are
made. With an expected 15 coun-
tries listed by 2015 thal mokes a
quorter of all falconry countries wil
have in put in place measures to
protect and support their faicon-
ers. There are many countries
where falconry is not recognised in
law and it only hangs an by a very
small number of Iradiional falcon-
ers — India, Pakistan, Ching, We
now have a powerful weapen fo-
wards legalisafion and support,

This UNESCO recogniion may
chonge the mindsef of officials
and the general public from “hunt-
ing is bad" or “kling things for
pleasure is indefensicle” fo “hunt-
ing s not anly good for saclety, but
it should be preserved and encour-

Book Reviews

Dirt Hawking: A Rabbit &
Hare Hawker's Guide
by Joe Roy Il

Reviewed by
Neal Carroll, Co Wicklow

ook reviews would not really be
my thing and T am no great
reader of hooks, but when ft

comies 1o falcomy rel
ive it ago, cspeeially i my s is twisted
hard cnough.

« material, 1']1

For a start, this book is & substantial read
with 208 pages, but it 35 not the type of
‘baok that has 10 be read non-sto to get
the most out af it, hawever - it can be read
at your own pace

tis hased on the American style of hunt-
ing, with comparisons throughont o the
Furopean style. The book outlines in
depth every aspect of hawking, from the

aged”. Falconry is the first form of
hunting 1o have achisved recogni-
tion as being culturaly important to
the community it represents. Rep-
resentafives of other fraditional
forms of hunfing, naw they have
saen that it s possibie, are fenta-
tively working on similor prajects. in
Jonuary 2011 FACE, the Ewropean
hunters urion, i hosling o seminar
in the European Parfioment and
|AF will attend to make presenta-
fions to FACE delegates, MEPs and
cuttural officials an Falconry and
how the UNESCO project was
achieved.

On o malerial level fwo celebra-
fory events will toke place. Work
has started on the Zayed National
Museum en Saadiyal Isiand, UAE,
Expected fo be opened in 2014
plans were unveled ot ceremony
lost week by Queen Elizabeth |
and Shekh Mchammed bin
Rashid, Vice President of the UAE
and Ruler of Dubai, falconer and
conservationist. Designed by the
British firm Fester and Pariners, the
building is meant to resemble the
wingtips of faicons, symbolic of
UAE herifoge and culfure. Five tow-
ors, mode of lightwsight steel and
made to look like feathers, will rise
out of @ man-made hil that wil
house a public lobby. The fallest of
the five wings will mecsure 124 me-
fres.

The Emirates Falconers Ciub is host-
ing the Third Intemational Festival
of Falconry 16th and 17t Decem-
ber 2011 in Abu Dhabi

What fllows is o fast ranging fight with
falcon powering in behind the flesing vie-
tim, followed up by the canine. As the
concy evades every stoop of the falcan,
hes dog twists the prey around the hunting
ground awaiting his chance to make a grab
‘when the falcon misses.

I have (o say that | thoroughly cnjoyed this
‘ooks it goes into depth in many areas as
1 mentioned in the beginning but it also
gives you a good everview of the proy
specics deseription, distribution, habitat,
‘behavionr and reprodustion

The author bas § great sense of humeur
and includes plenty of hunting stories and
deseribes these, oullining both the positive
und negatives o any sitwation he has been
faced with. It made me laugh, reminisces
of my awn past expericnces just proving
that swhat happens in the field happens Lo
us all at some stage. Dirt Hawking is a
book which | would keep on my shelf as
there is plenty (o learn from in this read.

parti af the prey species to
field dressing, methads of dispatching
quarmy and finally telemetry.

1t has some great action photos of hawks

Highly

A Young Falconel
Walkabout - Hitchhi

and dogs in puIsUIt of il rabbit
and gives the reader some awareness of
the dungets W birds while being 00w

The most unusual and attention grabbing
sevtion of this book Is the use of
sighthounds and falcons to hunt rabbit and
hare, As for some genres of falconry, dogs
are essenial for locating and flushing
game birds and are the hasis for the hawk
o cateh e prey. In this instance, both dog
and faleon fly and bunt together in a tcam
or pack as it would be, with the handler
being the observer as dog Mushes the
coney for the Hying faleon but also mking
part in the hunt itell

through Europe and Africa
in the Sixties
by Lawrence Crowley

Reviewed by
Eoghan Ryan, Ca Dubl

his hook records the travel diaries
Tm a young American falconer

o, fallowing thres yeans of mil-
itary service in Germany, decided to hitch-
e through Europ and Adtica, The yoar
was 1063 and he was 26 years old. With
no responsibilities or commitments, he set
off without a care in the wrld, rying to

Fieldmeet Report

Bird Overboard and The Lost
Ferret. A short story on the
Inish Boffin Meet

September 25,

Aodhan Brown, Co Dublin

was ceked 1o wite @ bit about
Innis Boffin (more like pres-
surised to write). So this is my
version of events.

It was the morming Friday 24th
Sepiember and we were to meet
at Maharority peer for 2.30pm
fee sall ot 3pm. Seam Woods
ond mysell were fraveling to-
gether. 5o we maet at his home
at 11am and went for some sup-
ply's and were on the road for
11 30am giving us plenty of time.

The day got off to a good starf
until we were stopped by ihe
guards and kept wailing almost
45 minutes. Therefore we missed
the 3 o'clock ferry. but we could
catch one at éom. So with a few
hours 1o kill we went 1o a nearby
bar for a few Guinness and some
pool, while Sean brushed up his
Irish skills with the ber lady. The
craic was good.

Three o'clock came ond we
were onthe boat, Arriving late on
the island a short fime later, we
were eager 16 get oul end get
hunting, and the ferrets were alsa
scratching  lke  mad.  We
dropped off our belongings and
set off. There were strong winds
and we found it hard 1o gef o
robbit out. and when they came
out, the birds found it hard to
cateh them. Sc affer a few hours

see und expericoce as much ss he could
and combing it with as much falconry as
possible.

‘The boak is divided into three sections —
Discavering Furape, Africa and Culminz-
tion. Within each of these scetions he
records his daily life. He begins in Ger-
many, where he refers to meetings, visits
and avernight stays with an Amcrican fal-
coner friend, Dr. Joha Burchacd, who fliss
a male Goshawk at partridge and “one of
Genmany's dap faloners’, and August
“Gustl” Etermoser, with wham he goos
cruw hawking, He visits more faleoners in
Austrin too and makes passing referenees
to various fieldmeets, references fo the
DFO (Devischer Falkenorden — the Ger-
man Falconry Club) and the various fal-
conry persanalities of the day

Asa fulooner, | was most inierested in the
autlor's falconry experiences, | have to
say that because of his, and afier what 1
iought was a promising start, | thought
the book dipped as Lawronoe’s travels
100k hi away frem the faleonry scene
(Switzertand, Italy, France and Spain, ete.)
and there was much about what one might
expect. [rom any typieal mavelogue (per-
sonal encounters, cities, landmarks, his-
torie and tourist sitcs), though this was
enlivened somewhat by his passion and
successful exploits with the opposite sex,
and other areas of his intercst such (ic,
finding rare cave paintings from the Pale-
olithic era - some us old s 35,000-22,000

years old)

The book did pick up again when
Tawrence retums to Germany fo Gusil Eu-
tormoser, whose birds included Lanners,
Prairies, Sakers, @ Goshawk and Spar-
rowhawks. His time is spent crow hawk-
ingg with the Falcons and he was given 1
Musket 1 iy. The Spar caught four star-
lings and three sparrows in one day! He
then lsuvels o England where, for exam-
ple, he met with the aclaimed Jack
Mavrogordato, Author of *A Hawk for the
Bush* and A Felean in the Field® (Crow-
ey rend the first draft of it before it bad
even heen typed) and he atiended the
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and digs we decided to head
back fo base and retum later
that right for some lamping,

We decided to head limping
around | 1.30pm-ish. Meanwhile,
we were getting fed and getiing
to know each other over a few
beers, or for some pints of white
winel The fime coms fo sef out
lamping with a crowd of 11 or 12
slightly drunk spectators. The most
important fhing was 1o be silent
but we knew it would be hord to
achieve.

The first rabbit we came across,
my Homis Gypsy fook off in hot
purstil,  The rabbit  slipped
through an unexpected fence
ond Secn’s bird Rolf hammered
it. The joke was that they were fly-
ing in @ cost os Gypsy fred the
rabbit out and Rolf finished it.
Thinking mostly about elephants
in a china shop, we finished the
night with some great sport and
a few rabbits each, retuming to
base.

n Saturday moming, we
split Info groups of
about three of four ond

sel off. The group | wos in con-
sisted of Sean Woods, Stephen
Deviin, Adam McCann ond my-
sell. We had a great moming's
sport with only two birds. One

Welsh Hawking Club's Fieldmeet.

For me, the book went up & gear in the sec-
ond section as he navels through Africa,
but it is his time in South Afr i Sud:

catch of a rabbit in particular
stuck in mind: we wera close 1o
the shore where there was g ciiff-
like grass bank about 25 feet

high. A robbit bolted and |
sipped Gypsy. With a chase of
about 20 yards, she caught it af
the top of the bank. With the rab.
bil struggling so much, both it
and the bird fook a tumble over
the side and out of site. We ran
over too see the bird ot the bot-
fom still on the rabbit happily
starting to pluck.

We hunted on catehing o few
more rablits returning back that
evening for some fop-nofch rab-
bit stew, which wos well appreci-
ated by all. Got the fie going
and talked about each of the
graups’ days huniing over a few
more beers.

©n the Sunday, our last day on
the island, | was woken by Curfis
Brown {aka Daisy) fo be informed
that my best and only working
ferrel had escaped. As some
faok off gelfing their last hunt in. |
was kicking about neightouring
sheds and bushes, looking for it
and fhinking | had no hope at all.

After about 30 minutes looking, |
was  behind  base  walking
through some nettie beds. when
1saw arabbil walk siowly out of a
burrow a few feet away. If

n

experience.

The boak ends (or nearly ends) with his
final destination in Europe 1 trip to lce-
land — where he heads (alane) 1o the north-

that stand out, [ South Africa, the falean-
ers (back in 1963) are strugeling (o have
falcaney recognised and legalised and ey
ure trying to promote a club. But one of
the gems of the book is his time in Sudan
with Jack Mavrogardato, when they are
impping passage Barbary Falcons, Perc
rines, Lanners and Sakers. They trap ten
Faleons, twa of which were destined for
the USA and four 10 England for crow
hanking, The restwere set fiee. Although
Crowley hud trapped hawks back in the
US, e admits that he “learmed o good bit
from the old master” and he deseribes the
technigues uscd and their woes in training
and development for falconry. This was
fresh and intriguing writing. The author
travels alone north through Egypt and Fu-
rope and meets lack Mavrogondato back
in England. The thitd section of the book
is devoted slmast entircly 10 crow lawk-
ing with Mavregordato on the Wiltshire
Duwns fin the days before telemetry was
used). Crowley records their daily ex-
ploits and in doing 5o reveals a significant
mnge of snippets of informarion that
would be of great assistunee Lo uny wanld-
e longwing craw hawker,

The book is interesting in that it records
corespondence from some of the 1op fal-
coners in Europe and the USA (st the
time} and other connestions between fal-
coners and others across the world - men
like Conrad Lorenz, George Lodge,
Gilhert Blaine, Roger Upton, Lorant
D’ Bastyai, etc. The hook could nearly be
seen as  catalogue of name dropping, hut
the truth is clear; this was a young man
that obviously sought out thess well-
known falcaners 5o as 1o ensich his knowl-
edge and experience — much of which is
sharcd with the reader through diary snd
ancdote, You have the sense of an aflable
young man who wax sble 10 strike up a
rappaort with these men, and in so doing he
has captured @ unique and interwoven
mesh of falconry hisory, connection and

em parts of the country to find the nest
sites of Gyr Falcons. He finds several sites
and deserihes a succession of spectacular
stoops of ane of these wild Gyrs on a pair
of ravens up in an isolated valley (and in-
cludes phos of the young from ane of the
nest sites).

The baok includes a falconry glossary
which comtains i wonderful artay of ferms,
some of which [ had not even heard of be-
fore. Overall [ am delighted 1o have this
buuk grace my shelves!

Review a book

Has your day been
saved by a frusiy
piece of text, or do
you find some are not
worthy of the hype
they gei?

Tell the rest of your
club your verdict on a
falconry book, old or
new, and why you
think it does or doesn't
deserve to live in
every member's
bookcase.

hylwhite@gmail.com




teve Wiliams called me on
Sme Sunday moming; did |

want fo go snipe hawking in
Ireland? ‘Yes plecse. When?® | an-
swered, 'Wednesday, leaving eorly
- let me know by 7 o'clock,’ he
said.

$o | left my house 12.30am on
Wednesday and we left Steve's at
2arm heading for the femy at Holy-
head, about a five-haur drive.

The ferry was late - bad weather,
and something about having to
use fhe anchor fo get info ihe
dock... | think they soid onchor
anyway.

We had a rough crossing — just
managed o grab our breckfost
plates os everything else sid off the
table and smashed on to the floor.
Later, having used the facilities, |
was gaing to wash my hands when
o tall man with o pele greenish

Th se mclx
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complexion burst fhrough the door
and vorniled from hall waly Geross
fhe room, filing fhe stainiess stael
frough that served as a sink wilh his
breaktast. Hmm.

Late into Dublin port but the
weather was good - sunshine
evenl The fery bucked and
lurched and churned up mud - |
was guessing they had fhe same
‘anchor’ problems trying to berth it
- then an announcement was
made: the front cowl wouldn't
open because of domage coused
on the crossing. We wete stuck on
the fery. Chances of a fight that
aftemoon were frustratingly siip-
ping away.

Halt an hour later, we were head-
ing for Edendery. The SotNev
didn't know Ireland existed so we
had lo novigate by phone cals to
Martin Brereton who, along with

tory snT@le are cert

Eledhgy

o kno
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Robert Hulchinson, had aranged
this first Infermational sipe-hawking
field meet of the West of Ireland
Hawking Associafion .

Finally we amived, and with the sun
low over the bog, Steve cast off his
eyass Peregrine fiercel, Stanley, as
fartin's painters found snipe. Sleve
preferred to stand sfill and let the
hewk mount over the point, which
was different to Martin's style of
casting off his very experienced
hawk while the dogs were seorch-
ing. martin's hawk could wait on
for naif an hour ond keep stooping
until he Kiled, but Stonley was new
fo this game. He was very high
when the snipe flushed, but he re-
fusect them, perhaps not surpris-
ingly as he'd only ever flown
partridge and pheasant. Nonethe
less it was disappointing - it
would've been anincrediole fiight,

The nex! day we had good sport,

miy o]

k one down.

a text book on snipe hawking
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stoop but missed. Then the hawk
drifled away unfil the dogs went
on point agoin. He returned in o
purposeful straight ine and - this
fime killed his snipe. He was put off
by the dogs minning in but Grant
refieved it ond brought the hawk
down safely. Grant's grin said it al
as we gathered around to admire
fhe snipe and hawk together.

Proceedings were temporarily held
up by a box van literally squeezing
itsell through the tunnel under the
Grand Canal, then we moved an
for more fiying folowed by another

great evening and vet another

day of excellent sport,

Steve's fisrcel continued fo fly high
bul refused the smipe. Dogs
pointed, snipe flushed and we all

struggled across the bog — one of

two falling prey 1o the 'Bog Mon
ster’; no more snipe were killed. The
day finished on a sureal note with
Greg stooping his cast of Barbary
faleons (falcon and fiercel fo-
gefther} 1o the lure. just as fne maon
rose over a fiot desert that was
once o peal bog. and the lighs
came on at the distant pawer sta-
tion that had consumed it
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06 much happened ta fry and

wiite every cetall of al the in

cidents. flights, names and
places, but this was an exceptional
meet and it was fruly o pleasure
and priviege to be part of it

Sueh was my first visit o lreland and
my first view of snipe hawking.

TELEMETRY

IHC strongly
recommends the use
of radio telemetry by

all members when
flying their birds of
prey.

Not to do so, espe-
cially in the case of
non-native species
and hybrids, could
jeopardise the good
will that exists
between the
responsible falconers
in IHC, with the other
non-government
organisations con-
cerned with conser-
vation and wildlife
and with the wildlife
avuthorifies
themselves.

These migratory snipe cre certainly
@ worthy quarty - they just iy up
and oway and hawks need o
good piich ond accurate footwork
1o knock one down. Martin's team
showed how it wos done, Kiling his
snipe with o veriical stoop —
would've been o fext boak fight if
fhere was o taxt book
on snipe  hawking.

Stanley again
reached the highest
pitch of al. but re-

fused to iy the snipe ~
maybe in the future
Stewe wil be giad of
this because he's
wed fo game and
won't fiy check - but
Just imogine....

The local wild pere-
grines coused a lot of
problems then. Grant
Haggar's hawk was
flying well until they
attacked hi and
drove him awoy, al
some stage maybe
hitting his transmitier
@s it had slopped
working. Eric
Witkowski's hawk suf-
fered in the same
way after putting o
snipe infa some birch
frees, Then fiying was
stopped  while fhe
howks were tracked,
ang the rest of us
went to look ot
Roberf's hounds and
temiers. Lots of dogs
ran out into the road
as we fravelled the
country lanes, appar-
enly rying lo bite ihe
car tyresl A danger-
ous game and one poor dog
came i grief when it ran out in
front of Nick's car— he missed it but
the car overtaking him didn’t: | saw
the wheels ge right over the dog's

disappointing —
been an incredible flight

head and there was a loud crock
~yet I saw the dog gel up yeiping
offerwardsl The vehicle that hif if
did stop, 50 we carred on. I've
read a couple of Rober's arficles
oboul the ‘Wild west' - now | see
what ha means, never a dull mo-
ment!

He was very high when the
snipe flushed, but he refused
them, perhaps not surprisingly

as he'd only ever flown
partridge and pheasant.

Nonetheless it was
it would

We finished the day af the bog
baek at Marfin's. There was a large
field waiching, and lofs of banter
about an "easy’ jack sripe and a
howk that seemed 1o want fo walk

STALKING INTO THE ZONE!

James Knight, Co Mayo

aby Dol steps oul of her
B fravel crate as graciously as

a well-lo-do lady offers her
hand to a suifor in those old films,
She is fluffy, relaxed and beoutiful,
| con't resist @ kiss - well, it's an ol-
ternafive kiss - | pull her in close so 1
con bend my head down and
push my lips into the back of her
neck and | blow. My wife and son
always frown and say ‘she dossn't
like it, you can't see how cross she
looks — we can’. But | don't think
she minds, | know she doesn't|

With the essenticl morming kiss over
I sit back in the Land Rover and
change her jesses. It's not easy, sa
reloxed ond fuffy is she, that her
anklets are well end truly hidden
under her veluminous grey and
white petlicoats. It's not easy slid-
ing the mews jesses out and the fly-
ing jesses in without tapping or
puling ony feathers. but I'm care-
ful. Then on with the fransmitters
and cut the cable fies, When | fi-
nally stop meddling. all her fluffy
white undergarments are still in
fact. Test the transmitters with Mar-
shalis excellen! felemetry fester
and we are ready far the off. The
Land rover chugs info life and |
steer the stately old ship towards
the fip head of Newport landifill
site.

Baby Dollrides the glove as if she is
sat oround it not on it. Some hawks
feel like they are being asked to
stand on hot codls or lumps of ice.

They ficgel, twiteh or slip and slicle
on the glove doing their best to
fight the enforced connection of
the jesses. They stond on their
falons keeping the distance be-
tween glove and their body as far
a5 possible and when walked fhey
wobble cboul on long legs. Not
Baby Dol she sucks herself down
on fo the glove like o lomprey.
Every contour of her feet clamps
genfly around the glove, her body
and feathers sine down and she
becomes a dense immovable ob-
ject. I¥'s as if she hos become
arofted to the fist, it's a joyous can-
nection. It's not that she doesn't
bate ever, of course she does, She
has her ‘Goshawk moments', her
bad days fike | do. And I'm not
claiming she is the perfectly frained
Goshawk, there are fimes when
she con bate with the best of
therm, But when we are in the zone,
in these moments, the very idea of
@ bate just doesn't exist. It's har-
mony.

she is lost, d|ffused into the

've

up and mug it rather than fly it
Whist Maurice Nicholson's howk
was flying, anclher Peregrine
<came in and stooped at it. Al fist
we all thought it was a wild one
ogoin but it fumed oul fo be
Grant's hawk — now that wos o bit
of luckl The telemetry had faolled
and Mardin soid we
were six or seven miles
away from where he
was lostl Both hawks
were broughl down
sately and Eic had got
his back too.

An excellent evening
followed at the hotel,
with o good meal and
music - the legendary
Irishy hospitality: clso
chonce 1o tak with
characters like Liam
O'Broin, Jacques Go-
dard and John Morris,
who | consider ta be
part of iving falconry
history {meant in a
complimentary way,
Johnl] with inks back
to Ronald Stevens and
the starfing of the Irish
Howking Club, Too
many pecple fo men-
fion names, but with
everyone so friendly
ond no poliics in-
volved, we had such a
lough!

On the Friday, Martin's
hawk put on an epic
performancs.  stoop-
ing three fimes at one
snipe from o great
pilch, then mounting
again o repeat it; only
this time firishing with o
Kill | bieliave: this was his eighth con-
secufive kill. We moved on whilst
Martin's howk wos fed up and re-
fieved in his unique way. Then
Grant had a flight. on excellent
15

In the distonce, off the site, is a
scatteing of white, as if a giont
hand has tossed down a fistful of
quartz racks. They decoraie he
large mounds of earth that have
been filed there for some future
use. | glance ocross info Boby Dolls'
yellow eye, she has seen them, but
there is no shiff of weight, no fight-
ening of feathers, no twitching of
talons. The oniy sign is her haad,
which has become a little more
spiky, @ litfle more onimated. The
gulls are not on their nomal
mound, the highest, but on a lower
one 1o the side and it dawns on me
that, in the foreground, onathar
smaller mound could perfectly
conceal my opprooch. | pull up
olongside the permeter fence per-
fectly hidden from the gulis view,
The fence is the securly fype of
concrete post that has a sloping
top. The bottem is sheep netfing
and barbed wire, with strand after
stranc of barbed wire going fo the.
top. Unclipping her [2ash from ry

rey of the

Fk(SjOHP soil..The lumps of white €X-
e [ike fireworks wurwﬂs ﬂOﬁn
|n in all directions and O

ing the air. Then, shooﬂng up verti-

cdlly into the blue is Baby Doll. She
hangs there, anve ﬁver?i of thq_ gulls

béfore PICKI
stooping hard an:

and

o a gull

mld 0|r It's over.
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howking bag | putit around twe of
the strands of wire. thread the
leash back through the swivel and
cinch it up fight opening up @ gap
between the strands. Somehow
friction somewhere means | don't
even have fo fie . it just holds, |
feel like o Speciol Forces com-
manda with the ultimate fence
breaking Kt It's only just big
encugh thaugh. | have to squeeze
Irough the wides! gop with yellow
safety vast and the falconry bag

it's Just up the slope. only 10 of so
feet high. As | clamber up, Boby
Doll changes, she knows fhis
crouched. sneaking, scrambling.
Fer a moment she opens her wings
aitie and [ fear she wil bate, but
she pulls back from the brink. We
peek over fhe brow, hwo heods,
two sefs of eyes, | keep glancing
across of her making sure | om
holding her just high enough for her
1o see, but not enough fo blow our
cover, Tha gulls remain, the corvids

the ground with o shallow wing
beal. | staighten up to Iry and
keep her in view but she is lost, -
iused into fhe grey of the rocks and
soil. The lumps of while explode ke
fireworks, wings flashing in al direc-
tions and olarm calks fling the air. |
take the final two steps to the fop
ond watch, olfhough | have no
idea where she is ond can only
walt. Then, shooting up vertically
info the blua ¥ Boby Del. She
hangs there above several of the

the flights have a suspense and
excitement all of their own

mercifully not snagging foo badly.

Baby Doll has fo crouch low to fit
through her bit, the narrowest, and
looks acrass 6f me as if 1o say *you
ought fo iy a Git of weight control
yourself' | Leaving the ledsh for the
refum journey | survey fhe best
route. The gulls are o good 75 me-
ires away, but this first mound is our
anly cover, Fist there is a smail
drainage ditch to cross ana then
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aving been a part of IAF
H since my first ferm os

delegate in 2000, | wos
delighted
represent IHC once ogain of an
AGM, This, ifs 413, was held in the
Hunfing Castle of Palarikove in Slo-
vakio on 21st and 22nd Octlober,
2010,

and honoured  fo

Advisory Commiites  Meetings
were held of the Slovakian Falcon-
ers’ Eogle Meet in Vibod on the
twa days prior o the AGM. Since |
foke an acfive role os PRO for IAF |
wos obliged fo attend the AC
meefings as well as the AGM itself,

Vrbod is a six hour drive from Vi-
enna airport (five from Bratisiaval
and nestles under the High Tatras
mountain range which confinues
unbroken Into the Tronsylvanian
Carpathians. This is the wildest
country | have ever seen. fis com-

would have gone instantly, even ot
this dlistance, but the gulls remain,

we crouch back down a little, just
out of sight and then peek over
ogoin. This tme Baby Daoll
launches: it's not an explosion of
power or energy that greets a
fiushed pheasant, it's os soft a take
off.as she can manage. Dropping
Gown and keeping only inches off

With Ea

pletely different to the neat Czech

gulls before picking her target and
stooping hard and binding te o gul
rid g, It's aver. She steps up and
fgeds Up on e way back. The
fence is harder 1o gef thraugh fhis
way. it takes a while fo unpick
some snags and fhere is a sight rip-
ping nokse from somewhere, but
we make i,

This season we have had perhaps

gles In Slovakia

Gary Timbrell, Co Cork.

dent of the local hunters associa-

countryside many IHC members  fion.
know from interational meets in

apocno.  Small

scaftered on the roling country
Each
house has a vegetable plot and
poultry yard and at the edge of
each sefflement fhere ks a aypsy
encampment, on unremantic one
with @ standpipe. na electicity,
mud and baretool children. It is not
an affluent area, There are sfrings
of garic around all the doors and
windows. The weather is grey; the

between the mounioins

viloges  are

“The reason thera ars only sagles
here is that there is no small game
and the reason there is ne small
game is there are oo many foxes
and lynx. These have cleaned out
the hares, the rabbits, the pheas-
ants and the pariridge. Oh, and
don'l go foe farinto the woods for
«a pee. there are wolves there and
the bear population in 1his area is
very high this year so we have
fewer deer.”

mountains attroct drizzie and mists.

There are ruined castles. it's ke an

| diid not gointo the woods

old black ond white Hollywood fim

sef,

| only manoged fo see one doy's
hunting. Af the meef there wos fhe
usual line up of the eagles (16) ond
formal speeches from the club
chaifman and one from the presi-

Those of us lucky enough to have
visited central Europe hove seen
the high calibre of the Czech and
fhe Slovak ecgle hunters ond even
the Czechs acknowiedge the su-
premacy of the Slavaks in 1his. Their
eagles are calm. show no oggres-

a wily fox ’rumgd hg
snorle every fi
the ec: le came in or
} esTn = re times

e ed rew
2. but 1h|r Tlme
pu’r b 8 & JINK her-

Tse\f cc:usm fjd‘s:’r)l( g
urn_his hea

the WI
egg\e %Q%Im %

haif a dozen of these stalking at-
tacks an the gulls. The flights have
@ suspense and excitement ol of
their own. The quormy is In full view
at the start, so there is no uncer-
ftainty aboul wheiher the ferrets wil
bolt o rabbit or is the deg false
painting ete, The excltement of
stalking into position, ears strained
to the disaster of hearing the gulls
alarm call and knowing you have
been wmbled, buils the longer
and siower you go.

Another flight occurred in o very
similar way, on the same mounds
of aarth, except this fime a nor-
mally padiocked gate wos open. |
could walk through and up the
frack keeping mosfiy hidden, but
there were a couple of exposed
bils that increased the exciternent,
but we got past without being de-
tected.

Once in position. still 80 metres
away, we peeked around o bank
of earth, but Baby Doll wasn't look-
ing too keen and so we ducked
slowly back. We were safely hid-
den so we could fake our fime. | lef
her peok ngain ond she looked a
fitfle more inferested, we ducked
back, | got my breath back. it's
eosy fo forgef fo breathe when
you are concentrating so hard on
frying to hold herin the perfect po-
sition where she can see the gulls
but won't be seen herell. Each
time we peeped | thought we
would be spotted.

| was wiling her ta go, she was
clearly not fesling starving today.
probably not even sightly peckish
in foet, but surely she loved hunt-
ing. She lived for this, surely she
would go. The tension was rafchet-
ing up, because | could watch her
come into hunfing condilion right
before my eyes. The bobbing
head. snaking neck. tightening of
feathers, twitch of the tail, facusing

sion on the fist and even no
aggression when  accidentally
sipped in an impromptu cast. In
discussions wifh our main guide,
Laslo, two reasons came out for
this, constant atftention fo the ex-
tent of almost fiving with one's
cagle and eatehing something al-
most every day, of leasi five days
in the week. Note: remember
when we did this with spor
rowhawks? We used to be good,
too,

They carry their eagles mostly
hooded, but remove fhe hoods
from time to fime. for example if
you admire their bird. This seems to
help keep fhem constontly
manned and avolds letharay.

here wos a prafessianal team
Tﬂl becters provided by the

hunting association and paid
for by the spectators in our fees.
‘We were left faily free fo stand
where we wanted during o beat so
long as we stayed clear of the fal-
coners who ossessed the best slips
and fock up pesifions on the higher
knolls. We stcod in small groups -
silent unless we wanted:abuse in
four languages - while the beat
came fowards us coming through
rough patches in the open fields
and sending foxes and roe-deer
towards the waiting eagles,

Despite the large pradators we
sdw many, many roe deer, often
coming fowairds us in family groups
of three, twe parents with their calf
of the year now almost
indistinguishable fromits mother, As
@ ruls the eagles were sipped
individually and they selecled one
of the deer. usually avoiding the
large males with fheir anflers.

There were os many foxes as roe
deer and there provided more
interesting slips. With the deer it was

| expected the sharp pull up and
then the set wings and the swing
downwind to a post. | got the sharp
pull up, but then a sharp stoop
and | redlised | had forgotten to run.
She had a huge gull

vellow eyes, it became obvious
she was going fo chose 5o it was
like watching the second hand on
a clock ficking down fo ifs chime
or an alarm, or church bels, or a
cuckoo coming oul of @ bomb
going off. When she went |
watched her race away, all the
fime thinking she wen't grab one.
she s way foo heavy. She fizzed
across the ground as a lighted trail
of black powder to an ammunition
store and then the gulls blew up in
all directions like o burst giants pil-
low. | expected the sharp pull up
and then the set wings and the
swing downwind 1o o post. | got
the sharp pull up, but then & sharp
steop and lrealised | had forgotien
o run, She had a huge gull.

What | love about those flights and
ofhers is the shared focus: it's not
my falconry dream, I'm on a landfil
site for gods’ soke, There is rubbish
and nolsy vehicles, it's the opposite:
to the prstine wilderness that |
drearn of. However, in its way, it's

astraight speed chase with ¢ final
attempt for height, a strike and
hold-on-tight while the falooner
runs fike the wind to assist. With fhe
foxes it became more of o course
wilh the fox jinking Ieft and right
and the eagle having fo thiow-up
and wing-over. Neither quarry & a
walkover. Many rae were refused
at the last second and some es-
capad.

The mast spectacular fight | sow
was on a wily fox that turned his
head and snarled every fime fhe
eagle came in for the shike. Three
fimes fhe eagle fhrew up, but the
thied fime pui in @ little fink herself
causing the fox 1o furm his head
and snap the wrong side. The
sagle hit him hard, one foot across
his head, the other across his back,
pinning him 1o the ground. This won
a justified round of applause from
the field

our deer and four foxes were

taken on every day of the

fhree  day meef, an
impressive total of 24 head of
quamy. The deer were eaten af the
banquet atter the AGM, but not
the foxes,

my folconry perlection, the
feather-perfect calmness and har-
meny, no bating, no cenflict, no
stress. When these moments come
| refish them,

ext weekend. | shall take
N her to the annual field

meet. | do it with trepida-
tion. We will be cutside of our com-
fort zone: things will be unfamiiiar
for her, people, dogs, temain, hunt-
ing methads. She wil bate and fret,
I will fret cind bate and while we will
both cope and perhaps she wil
chase a pheasanl, part of me
wanders if it's fair to her. Asking her
16 perform in public doing some-
thing so far remeved from her
comfort zone.

We shall see — who knows, pernaps
there will be @ mound crowned
with seagulls and a convenient
hedge fer us fe stalk along ...

Fieldmeet
Appeal

Members are being
encouraged to organise
ficldmeets in their part of
the country.

These can be as large or
small as you want, and can
be invitation only.

Going hawking with two
or three pals is still a field-
meet, and if you have a par-
ticularly memorable day on
such an excursion, please
tell your club about it.

Alternatively, if you think
you can hold a larger event,
get in touch and wc can
help with some of the or-
ganisation.

Field meets are a great way
to socialise with other
members, for beginners to
learn about falconry, and
most importantly, to get out

and see some hawking!
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Celebrating the Spar

Over the nex! few pages, we pay fribute to the hawk thot for years provided Irish
falconers with more than our fair share of sporf. She's not gone however — she's stilf
available to take from the witd under licence, can still be hunted with in a huge variety of
environmenfs and i stil heart-stoppingly exciting fo be in the field with.

Ladies and genliemen, we give you - the Sparowhawk

Fond Memories of Spars
by Shay O'Byrne, Co Wicklow

Early Days

n 1970, my first hawk was a wild-

cought eyass Spamowhawk —

legally | might add, before the
1974 Wildlife Act - iapped downin
a forest near Camolin in Co Wex-
ford, | was holidaying with family
neor  Courfown, My younger
brother ond | cycled the ten miles
to Comalin and up a dirt frack for
a further two miles to the edge of
the forest where we heard the
haunting sound of young spars
caling. Although we didn’t see
them, we took o chance, ond set
up a noose rap, containing a cou-
ple of spanows, on the forest fioor.
and refreated for a while.

On our return, | climbed a lookout

't kil yselt in the process | don't
know. We charged across through
the trees 1o find a lorge female
eyass spar. Woo-wee! | was thi-
‘teen yaars of agel Whal an expe-
rience.

These were early days and | had ¢
lot fo leam. | spent many hours,
and weeks fioo long) in fhe marn-
ning process. Using Woodford's
Manual of Falconry os my bible, |
fizw her free, eventually losing her
after three months. Although | ol-
ways had a keen inferest in noture.
it was the beginning of o lave of
falconry, bids of prey, and all
things wild - o fremendous influ
ence onmy life.

Later Days - Flying an Imprnt

Wicklow in search of corvids, Both
birds wers ke 5oz heat-seeking
missies; once they saw a fiicker of
wings they were off [there were
stiict rules of who was to slip). When
Rob's bird missed a kill. sne would
return te his fist in the car as we
continued on for the next sip.

My birdt (Inclie} wos a cracker, al-
though her first kill was a sparrow at
one of Tommy Byme's famous
fisicimeets. which much to my em-
barassment she duly comied tothe
iop of @ monkey puzde free. With
the help of ‘amused’ fiends, Using
ladders, long peles, and a lot of in-
genuity we eventually got her
bock.

Affer this episode. | decided fa in-
iroduce her to larger, harder to
cany, prey. She procesded 1o fake
13 magpies, 33 rocks, and five oth-
ers in her fist season. Her hunting
escapades led fo her tall feathers
being ‘sighly’ damaged, resulfing
in & few imping procedures and fi-
nally culminating in @ complete tail

Black thoen ¥
(Bl touse about 20°
khew we could fake A
ISteBithit) we slippedioul 8
blior, not even a linkle fra
use's walls, edging eld
e I%m out In my head-=
Bok at & magpis,
n ind n.

+ he will ik

oMEBind reqdyjdg Butty. | took o
ot themogpiefbrobably ofly hwo
s belate he broke. but itwasenough
id him to t) ondl hawk ad
fosy 25 1ot leadjonthe $p
ghiand right acrossihe big
sand she kicked thiough fheig
e distance
e

us were, for me. those days-in'the H€la’ the tree to my fight. | lo6ked up to ses Alice

N
Tne very best insights info. theswarid'Gfound #ously the gentle sound of g hidwk bell high up

with Alice. To seq_her hunting technidues
in action, not just the/Spamowhawk's amazing
speed and agliity [of the straight forward
but the
-planning fook all of a

snatch-and-grab flights
pre-planned (this

second) flights thatflook her Wi
quarry to make the most ol the win

hedgerow or bullding or J

that could giVe her an advantage before the

in a direct glide downto whefe she had spled
the blackbird. Jhis path tooifher right pashmyl

tuce and just before her my
indirect, ki diifite her eyes! literally staredt infe:
e came/fast, visially focked
the onfo her pi8y.in thos seconds she was totally

enoblivigus a}nm rest of fhe world
. g but

ingtip Brushed

o
Stgrg ol waverln
s&d,mine wll

lightning fast and feariess sirike.
trarsplant performed in the capo- = a

tree nearby to have a look, | could-
n't believe our luck when | locked
down fo see a brown bird flap on
top of he frap, a spamowhawkl |
felt the hairs roise on the back of
my neck with exciternent, ond with
arush of adrenaline, forgetiing the
helignt | wos up, jumped from the
lookout info a pile of brambles hit-
fing the ground running. How | did
22

her first season. | took her for a drive
one atiemcon and in just two hours
she had caught fhree rooks ond a
magpie. The fight on the magpie
was quite spectacular s she
bound fo it cfier a leng fight down
a hilside. 1 fact her up on the mag-
pie, deservedly so. It was fime to
81 her down for her moult after an
exhiarating season,

There were a few in the club fiying
spars then, and by all accounts,
onea enlered and kiling on a reg-
ular basis, it was the making of
fhem. And imprinting, If done prop-
erly. | would highly recommend;
they are less highly siung, easier fo
locate if she misses due 1o her gen-
fle caling, and usually retum o the
fist or lure quite premptly.

Best Flight

aving moulted ouf, the
H beaufiful intermewed Indie,

with her new darker hori-
zontal baried plumage, new tai

ond those deeper yellowing eyes,
was a sight fo behold.

twas to be near thirfy years iater
before | got my next eyass spar.
and first ime 1o fly an impfnt, My
fiiend Rob Ashley and | took two
eyasses from the wid under ficense
and imprinted them. What fun we
hod hunfing with those  birds,
named Indie and Anna, cruising
the back roads and lanes of West

Mow in her second season. | de-
cided fo dispense with tansport
and work with her on ool in the
surrounding figlcs in ihe locaiity. by
stalking along difches, hedgerows
nd up to field gops in search of
prey, with seme success.

©ne Sunday in Oclober, o lovely
fresh cleor affernoon. we ap-
proached this stubble field. Creep-
ing up fo the edge of a ditch, |
peered over and there wos a lone
rook feeding in the middle of the
field about 100yds away. | un-
hooked her jesses and lifted my
glove high for her to see. Off lke a
pullet she went, fiying low abave
the ground towards the rook. hug-
ging the ground as usual, However
the rook took off and began 1o
climb steeply with Indie pumging
up ofter it, They must have went Up
at least 60ft. when Indie bound to
it and both come tumbling cown.
Wow! It was spectacular - they
seemed fe tumble in siow motion.
This bird just had no fear, and
didn't let go. with me charging
across the field to greet and help
my partner. Having picked her up

ble hands of surgeon Hilary White,
Yes, you guessed it, her new fail
weis ¢ rook's, ond there is much to
recommend them as fhey are
more flexidle and lass briftie than
1he originals.

Ore of the most memorable days
hunting with her was the last day of

and while feeding her as we
walked home, | remember feeling
prethy chuffed and locking forward
10 our new season together.

Alas. it wos not to be, o3 | last my it
fle parner pretty saon affer. | was
out frying her on snipe, walking
thern up and frying 1o catch one
on the rise. It was near dusk and
she missed and dropped info
cover over a small hil. Despite
many efforts and help rom friends,
our search for her for days on end
come to no avail. | didn't use
telemetry then as her gantls calk
ing and bell were usually encugh
to locate her; another issson learnt
- ohways Use telemetry.

‘v since flown o hybrid faleon

at rocks and offen quietly com-

pared some fights to that magic
one with Indie. However, suffice to
say she was little humdinger. Don't
get me wrong. it wasn't always
ploin saiing: we cid have our mo-
ments, or she wouldn't have been
bie a sport Bul whal @ spar.

ne infriguing aspect of
decling  with  Spar-
rowhawks was observing

the difference in personaifies, or
should | say 'hawkanalities', Quch!

The fist spar that frained me came
from songbird frappers who nor
mally kiled any hawk that ook
fheir decoy bird. This wos in the
yeors before permission had been
24

Sparrowhawks:

Hunting Pariners

given lolegally take o young hawk
from the nest.

She was comparatively easy to
man and very wel behaved.
when | finally picked up the
courage io fiy her free | quickly dis-
covered her preference for
quary — wrens!

She tock her first fight at a black-

Rowland Eustace, Co Dublin

bird but obruptly changed course
and plunged info undergrowth so
fhick hat | could not see ner. To my
amazemenl. she re-oppeored
from < hollow log coverad in cob-
webs and hopping on one ool
‘with a wren in the other. | had no
difficulty in @ppreaching her cau-
fiously and she made no altempt
to camy. Hunting affer that was fun
and she was quite happy with the

One Miight thal sticks TPy memory was many
yeats,ago, oul an the hill behind my house
The dog had flushed and re-flushed @ pheas-

taken stand in glarge beach tree-AsLw ai
filegfing myself rom the undergrowiy
a biackylrd £luck 1o my lett aivd, i i I

dog werking close but would not
fly lorger auomy. | lost her then and
the original frappers picked her up
in the same area about ten miles
fram heme. | had impedtin o kestrel
tall featner that helped fo identity
her, 1 lost her again {no fefemelry
availcble than for small birds of
prey) only to leam that rival frap:
pers had kilsd her. Trapping was
already legal but stil prachiced so
| decided fo breck oll contacts.

| imprinted most of my Spars when
it became legal to take from the
nest and | was surprised of the
variafion in oppearance and
behaviour of each hawk. This
change usually took place shortly
after the eyes had changed
colour. The easiest to handle were
these that hod been créche-
reared by co-operating with other
members.

y third hawk stayed with
me for seven years when
| finally hed o practise

authanasia on her as she devel
oped bod arthitis in both legs.
Meedless to say, we had o great
relationship and very many suc-
cessful hunts of @ varlety of quany.
‘e were hunfing with the club in
the Ox Mauntains when she started
taking wrens from the heafher and
gorse. Mot what | had plonned,
When a member shouted ‘not an-
ofher wren', | had to explain that it
was an unusually large wren end
would he kindly flush something
more inferesting.

We still had no telemetry so this in-
volved plenty of footwork when o
hawk was lost, along with very
early rises, waiching for reoctions
of other birds and listening for the
finy bells. | am unabile fo remember
how many times wilh the help of
others we found ‘that needlle in a
haystack'

The spar wos, of course, very keen
on blackbirds but not always suc-
cessful and | queried my mefhods
until saw a wild Spar frying unsuc-
cessfully to cateh a blackbird in ab-
most similar circumstances to those:
| had experienced an many occa-
sions. They are wery evenly
maiched and give fhe greatest
thiills when hunting.

Some of ihe imprints, although
reared in o similar woy, were quite
aggressive. | hod a feisty musket
that would dive bemb me from o
high free. knocking my glasses off
or remaving my hat. This he would
do if he failed to connect with
quany, | ake had a female who
would fly fo my glove and af the
very last second rake fo the left
side of my face ond remave
glasses or cap and leave me with
minor scars. | was olso oftacked by
Paul Donohue’s spar from a free.
This time | was gripped by one foof,
one talon in the comer of my eye-
lic anl the ofter in the comer of
my lip. My eyes were closed and |
was 1ying 1o figure oul where the
other set of talons were. This was
scory but no damage done. | did
however keep my distance after
that, as we often hunled tagether.

I'enjoyed hunting on my own but
also enjoyed fhose occasions
when we had the luxury of beaters.
They ‘upped the ante’ and adren-
cline and it was suprising how
quickly the hawk became used fo
the use of beating sficks and the
excited shouting. If we were work-
ing o hedge and the hawk unsuc-
cesstully chased fo the other side it
could usually be called to anather
member's glove and flown again
from that side,

The Muskets could be great fun
and would toke on anything. | gen-
erally fiew them without jesses or
bells but was quite prepared to

lose them as they were mere in-
clined to comy then the females
and would do so inte very thick
cover. | would say ‘good luck' and
make my way home.

When the spars were available
and larger raptons wers nof readily
available, we hod some great
meefs. One meet based at Liam
O'Broin's  fielded saven wel-
manned spars which were suc-
cessfully flown in high winds, You
could of course fly them in any tar-
rain except woods and at any
avallable quary: all they needed
was mevement and ihey were aff.

| had another spar thal was very
laid back from the start, Hunting
was not great but wa had our mo-
ments. Loter in the season | discov-
ered an egg in the mews under
shredded newspaper thot | used fo
fine the walis. | put her with a young
Musket which she chased o few
times and then relaxed. They set-
fled down and reared youngsters
for @ few years unfil | passed the
breeding pair on 1o another club
member. | had rigged up @ cam-
era in the second year and only
then reclised that the nest making
was a very important ritual in their
courtship and | supplied many
more suitable sticks. She had
nested in a nest box which | had
previously used for the Meriins and
the base consisted of small peb-
bies. She laid six eggs in the nest in
her first year and one on the
ground. All but cne were fertile.

he lost spor | hunted with was
TEUQNI‘I aggressive and very

sfrong. | built up her muscles
by calling her rom the ground os |
stood on the fop step of a ladder.
It Is always difficult o exercise @
spar when unable to hunt. I started
her en magpes in cur local busi-
ness park using the cor as o biind. |
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alse had access fo a lorge com-
plex of glletments. She used the
cover better than any of my ofher
hawks and took quite a fancy to
wood pigeons. She rarely failed but
in the eventuality took to the naar-
est  free, |
leamed not fo
call her down
and she would
waill unil @
woodie or
magpie s
passing  and
fake it down,
She ook @
passing woed-
pigeon in @
heavy shower
as Edword Mul-
ligan and my-
self  sheltered
under a bush.
This spar
changed fac-
tics after her
first season and
instead of
grabbing
quamy  she
would strike
them nhard first
and then bind
o them as they
hit the ground

She  suprised
me on one oc-
casion by fiying of ground zero the
length of a footoall pitch and tak-
Ing out an oystercaicher having
flown right through the flock. She
had subdued it by the fime |
redched her. close fo the goal
posts of course.

The oystercatcher weighed 1k
1loz. She fook another oyster
catcher at a later date but it was
on ifs.awn and i don’t think in the:
best of health. This spar was also
adept of toking blackhead gulls
ond on one occasion she flew
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ble, had morments of lucidness
when ol would come fogether.
And therein lies the problem with
flying spars: thass maments when
all is right with the worid, you ond
the spor are on fhe some wave
length, the quarry flushes at the
right moment, the great Twisfing
fight and the kil Understand that
this will happen when
there is no one arcund

He res|

hgjgh.e.
otn ithin a few seconds
of ple about 30 feet
up. | paced the flight back to the
car with a well-mafc

e ma

three gulls thal were feeding on
anfs and working line abreast. They
becked her as she came in but she
did & very abrupt tum over their
heads and took the one in the mid-
die

, she closed som

ing happily;

She fiew another the helght of o
small church spire, fook it under-
neath ond brought it down at my
faet. | was aboul to dispatch the
unfertunate when it opened its
beok wide and screamed in defi-
ance. The spor removed ifs fongue
in @ split second so | wos giad thot
| could give it the coup de grace
prompfiy,

©On one occosion we searched for
hours for her without success. She
was in'a wood with @ large pond.

beeris. You may now take this op-
portunity to see the sun go down
and reconsider your choice of
birds fo fiy ond what il was you
‘were on when you decided that a
spar was the bird for you.

All of the above has happened to
me while flying my spar but | felt it

onded by climbing

Pga Igrplcr feed-

to witness it and you
will  spend  years
reteling the story to all
wha wil lister of hop-
pened fo be trapped
in Tifts with you.

ol wil at some

point decide to

go on o feld
meel with your bird.
There, you will be sur-
rounded by well re-
spacted falconers who
you look up fo, with
their feather perfect
spars, who wil have
heard the stary of your
wonderful fight and
are wailing o see your
liftle demon in oction,
Your furn will come up
for a sip. you will step
farward, the quarmy wil
flush perfectly. Al that
very moment. your
bird, which up to that
point has been behoving per
fectly, will then decide that at no
time was it ever frained, has never
seen you before and is femified of
all quarmy. 1t will then take up resi-
dence in o Iree ond sif there for
many hours while the meet goes
on around you. All those on the
meet will gk 'has the bird re-
tumed’ and pass and look up infa
the free where the miscreant sits
and offer encouragement. They
moy even cal from the local
hostelry and fell you how goad the
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only righ to describe o flight | had
with hier. | believe there were no
witnesses s is Ihe waly, but it id
happen — you'l just have fo frust
me on this.

| had decided that crows and
magpies were to be the chosen
Jargets for nerwrath. If my mematy
serves meright, she flew at around
90z, 50 0 CIOW OF Magpie were no
small farget for her. Sfill, | knew it
had and was stil being done, so off
we wenl. | had decided that the

Edward and myself were gelting
conficting signals from the teleme-
fry and really getting woried when
| spotted rings emanating fram
under the pond's kank, When |
looked under the overhang. the
spar was siting
on o parfialy
submersed rock
clutehing fhe re-
mains of a mag-
pie and
boasting o very
Wl crop. | re-
trieved her and
found that both
were  soaking
wet, as indeed
wers we by
now. You moy
have seen the
shot of a Spar-
rowhawk on Au-
lumn  Waten
where it was
fimed eragging
a very reluctant
magpie to o

pool and
more, drowning it
ound

It was severdal

weeks later that
| lost her when |
was oul on my
own. | fraced @
signal all  the
woy te a fal
large and impenetrable bush, re-
placed now by the Luas lne. |
contacted everhelpful Edwerd,
who was wel-rained inimpenetra-
ble bushes, and atter o difficull
climb he retrieved the felemetry
out no howk, Thot was the last |
saw of her but [ater got three to
four sighfings within o five-mile ro-
dius, identified by the two bells she
wore, On sach sighting, she wes e
ther on or near a woadpigaon kil.
She had moved on of course by
the time | anived so goed luck fo
her.

best plan of attack was to drive
around the countrysice looking for
potenticl victims for 90z of hell and
fury. Thotway | could cover a ot of
ground quickly, save on shoe
leather and the impossible fask of
sneaking up on crows and mag-
pies in an $AS style which you wil
Iry.

There is nothing worse
than spending consid-
erable lime plonning o
foute of citack on o
potantial viction in vain.
To  erawl  through
thams, stinging nettles,
cow furds and the
owners of the afore-
mentiored turds, only
ta Took up and see the
quamy has long since
left the county, and an
irate landowner head
ing in your direction at
speed with 4 look of
‘this is going fo have to
be a spectacularly
good excuse in order
for you 1o leave their
land with your man-
hood stil infact, all
while your bird looks af
you with those big yel-
low eyes which say fhis
relatiorship could be
short lived if you don't
get your act fogether,

We did eventualy spot o couple of
targets, crows in some reeds just off
the raad. So parked up o couple of
hundred yards away and made
our way back down the road fo-
wardis them, keeping the hedge
befween us and ther. This hedge
got us to within 15 yards or so of
them, so alll had to dowasstep on
the hedge, hold her up and. al
being well, she would spat them
and off she would go. | Tee! that in
hindsight and knowing what | know
new | should have guessed thiswas

Most of my spars would also take
rooks but | discouraged this as | was
afraid of injury. They took the odd
jackdaw, which although small
were harder to subdue and were
well supperted by their relalives, |
did fry to aveid hunting jackdaws
as they foraged in pairs and | felt
we were breaking up o good rela-
tionship! Did you know | was so sofi-
hearted?

Every Spor | had seemed quite dif-
ferent; some were siow but clever
at keeping concealed, others fast

but ot so clever and most would
not purue quary to any great
height. Tommy Byme had a spar so
fast that it manoged fo calch a
swallow, which we were able fo re-
Iease unharmed as the tatons had
wrapped around rather than pen-
etfrated. His hawk was also adepf
at taking rooks and grey crows

all you will gather that |
W:m wvery keen on Spars
and | do think that what-

aver yau are fiying you should try a

Sparowhawk for of least one sea-
son. It will improve your handling of
any other Hawk or Folcon and pro-
wvide plenty of excitement. Good
luck wilh whatever you are flying it
is @ most rewarding Sport and now.
qualiies as 'Herllage’ - so dress ac-
cordinglyl

whatever you are flying you should try a
Sparrowhawk for at least one season, If will
improve your handling of any other Hawk or
Falcon and provide plenty of excitement

Why Fly a Spar?

Rab Ashley, Cornwall, UK

hen | was asked if |
would like to write an ar-
ficke an my memories of

flying spars. the heart baat rose. |
came outin o cold sweat ond had
o goand loy down for o while in o
dorkened room. | used fo think that
in order to fly spars you had fo
have your brain removed ot an
eorly age, maybe smoke some-
thing ilegcl and be on medication
only available on prescription. How
fight that was when | was per-
suaded to have a go at fiying one.

Fiying spars s @ series of massive
highs and lows with brief forays info
tolal depression but forsome rea-
son those highs ere so high you

have fo go back for more. A drug,
fotally, and not one that can be
brought on some street corner. In
et one that when you go for your
fix there was no guarantee you
would get it.

I was privileged to fiy a wild-taken
[under license] female spar, which
| imprinted. Should you wish fo ga
ciown the route of imprinting, and
if you want to avoid a nervous
breakdown, then this is the way |
would go. Put your life on hold dur-
ing imprinfing, that is any form of
social gothering, work, friends
other than ofher falconers who will
understand but be unsympathetic,
and hope you have a very under-

standing partner. Your residence
will be full of down, feathers and
spar poop, The range that a young
spar hos when evacualing their
bowels has fo been seen fo be be-
lieved, but will alwoys be three
inches further than the paper or
other protection you iaid out to
protect you house.

Not wishing fo bore you with cll the
#raining that bofh the spar and |
wentthrough, there are people for
whorn | have Immense respect for,
and are for more qualified fo
speak on this than [l ever be. Buf |
did manage fo froin her and
ended up with o spar that while stil
being somewhat menally unsta-
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with spars, you're never quite sure which
to turn up on which day,
and stay awake because it could change

one is goin

at any moment.

They're not easy and the margin for error is
very small and will focus your mind. But it's

never going to hopper; why, ihis
was hunting with @ spar. But this
was my first spar - whai could go
wrong? Tne future was bright, the
Crows were there, bring if on.

Undetered | held her up fora cou-
ple of seconds. if that, of locking
araund and she was gore. | scram-
bled up the hedge io look in the di-
tection of the crows. Somewhat
surprised, | locked ot the two po-
fential victims making their way, in
on unconcemed manner, across
fhe reeds fowerds fhe horizon,
ore womyingly, | could see no
sparin hot pursuit, Leoking around,
|saw o mogpie beating a hasty re-
frect from the hedge with o blur of
spar-in-hot-pursuit. The magpie
bundied through the hedge with
my spor very close behind but she
possed through the same heclge
with incredible agility and plough-
ing streight into the magpie clearly
‘with no thought for her own hediih
or safety.

| leapt over the hedge. legged it
across the fisld and through the
other one in a fime that would
have qualified me for the Glympic
sport of hedge-jumping ond reed-
funning while chasing @ spar event.
There she was, wrapped up in the
magpie. The coup de grace was
administered fo the magpie and
she was allowed to feed up. In

worth the effort

ihose few moments there was that
high | had hedird abaut, It was nof,
by far, the best flight sha would
have, but | was now, sadly, an ad-
dict.

| continued ta fiy her with success
unfil | had to return fo the UK and
had to pass her on, In our time to-
gether, | stood under frees, won-
dering what I'd done fo upset her
so much that she'd got @ face on
and would nat retun to me. And
ather fimes | thought we were 50
unbeatable that no winged quary
was safe. She once ook it info her
head fhat all was tair game and
went after a heron. Fortunately,
that single brain cell did finally
sparkinte e and point out that this
may not be such @ good idea.
Much te my reliel she bailed oul,
although | think the heron did
leave with a surprised look on its
face.

have had the priviege of fiying

many types of birds. All have sur-

prisad me in some way and no
two birds have ever baen the
same, But with spars, you're never
quite sure which one s going to
turn up on which day. and stay
owoke because it could change
ot any moment. But for sheer balls
there's not a bird out there o
match them. They will break your

heart, nin your day. upset the
oeace and harmany in your house
and probably steal your wallet if
you'e nof coreful. Yt when it all
comes together ol that heartache
is a dlistan! memory.

If you've never flown one, then you
really should. Theyre not easy and
tha margin for eror ks very smal
and wil tocus your mind. But its
worth the effort; speak to anyone
who's been there. You'l oot them,
ot some way off, with their greying
hair, wide open syes sfaring into
the middie distance. o nervous
twitch and, if it's a reclly bad day,
blood leaking from various parts of
their body. There are those falcon-
ers out there who have done in-
credible  things with  these
feathersd maniacs. As for me. time
and family prevent me from llying
at the moment.

waitl What am | saying? WIFE!
WHO DO WE KNOW WHO BREEDS
SPARS? Owl Gef off mel Stop it No,
not the face, not the foce!
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Falconry in Germany crows &rec? . he

overtook t ock

and CUT © elr
way o the wood.

It was great to see the
fiercel work the flock

and use a cu%rgq}g

Alexander Prinz. Germany

aving grown up in a rural
H area in the South of Ger-

many, my education
started in a little vilage school with
only two classrooms. The pupils' fist
reading attempts were supporied
by o mogozine colled Animal
Lover that mainly consisted of sto-
fies about animals and nature.
One day | furned over my new
issue of Animall Lover, and | looked
al a piciure of two peregines al o
nest ledge. The picture was beau-
titully drawn, with the falcon facing
the fiercel. The latter had a liftle
bird in one foot, obviously just
about fo pass it to the female. |
was immediately siuck by fne ele-
gant ond powerful figures of the
two animals. |t was a piciure of
sheer beauty. My grandfather,
who was a keen field-sports man
and working-dog breeder, told me
everything he knew about pere-
arines, including the foct that there
are people who keep fhese birds
at home ond fly them of quarry.
This was the moment that
changed my fife forever. From this
moment | knew: One doy, | would
be afakconer!

Birdl of préy usbandry in Germany
is highly restricted. Fakeoners-to-be
have 1o pass two exams before
they are dlowed fo practice fak
conry: @ hunting exarn as wel as
falconry exam. Despite all the sup-
port my grandiother gave me, |
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crows. | was immediately inspired
fo Iry @ longwing mysell. A young
falconer friend of mine. whom |
had met at the training course for
my falcenry exam, was interested
in flying a goshawk. Thus, | gave
him my ges under the condition
that he fiew it af guary and re-
leased it back info the wild, if he
ever wanted to get rd of if. |
bougnt a very dark and aggressive
peragrine falcon and successfully
entered her af crows. The falcon
was named Liso and she kiled an
average of 50 Grows per season
wunfil shie was shot after four years.

In 1994, | fiew a very brave pere-
grine tiercel af crows and | sfill re-
member one fight which started
off oz a wailing-on fight over
cover, but then tumed into a spec-
facular ringing fight. | drove along
some country kanes with the tiercel
on fhe fist, | had the braces of his
hood struck and the car window
open. os | expected fo find @ nice
flock of crows in this area. The fier-
cel was af his best flying weight,
and with his wings slightly opened
and his neck craned he was keen
ta.go. Sure encugh we found fhe
fiock ot a good spot and as soon
s they saw my car. they were off

the fiercel showed
no intention of
letting his quarry
go... Both birds
went higher
and higher.
The Crow
climbed fast, but
the ’neacel
pumpea his
hard
after it

wings
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had ne choice but to grow older.
For elaven years, | studied as much
falconry literature os | could get
hold of, unfil | wes seventeen.

| then managed to get in contact
with a falcener who lived not too
for away and who fook me 16 my
very first field meet. This was 1987,
After all these years of reading and
dreaming, | now had the opportu-
nity to experience some real fal-
conry for the first fime in my lite. |
remamber that | could not sleep
for twa nights before the event, My
new fiend Albert flew o very fit
male goiden eagle af the fime,
while his faiconer friends all flew fe-
male goshawks. On one occasion,
a rabbit went into o harse pad-
dack, The eagle flew straight
through the wooden bars of the
paddeock and killed the rabbif on
the ather side.

All of the goshawks fiown were ei-
fher passage birds or wild-taken
eyasses. In Germany, it s sfill passi-
ble 1o take goshawks from the wild.
Falconers can apply for a permit fa
take an eyass fom @ nest. Ala, au-
tnorities gront fropping licences in
the case of wild goshawks causing
damage to live stock, e.g. chick-
ens. These licences are granfed on
condifion of the goshowis being
given to falconers ofter rapping.
Passage goshawks are very good
hunters, but can be quite difficult
fo handle. The earlier in the secson

and headed fowards a wood.

| cast off the fiercel, who started his
aftack with quick ond powerlul
wing beats. Instead of attacking
1he crows directly, he overtcok the
flock and cut off their way fo the
wood, With the fiercel between
themselves ond the woodiand, the
crows had ne choice but fake
coverinafew trees fo thelr left. Tne
fiercel now came back and
waited on above the tress. if was
great to see the fiercel work the
flock and use a cunning factic. |
now appreached fhe cover cnd
with the fiercel waiting-on high
abeve, | clopped my hands and
flushed four or five crows. The tier-
cel stooped while fhe crows went
back into the cover before he was
able fo get close lo one. He threw
up and climbed back to his previ-
auspifch,

| wenlt for another flush and the lier-
cel come pumping down. This
time, he was obie fo clip one of the
crows gnd It sightly tumbled in the
air, but it wos able fo reach the
safety of a small bush just befora
the tiercel could put in another
stoop and bind to it. He now disre-
gorded the rest of the fiock, but

the hawks are frapped, the tamer
they get and the better they are to
handle. On the ofher hand. lote
trapy birds have many more kills
under their belt and are very effi-
cient hunters.

Albert took me to some more field
meets and he seon realised fhat |
was rolher wall-rsad in regard fo
falconry and so he decided that it
was about time to put al this the-
oryinto practice. He owned a pas-
sage goshowk which hod been
caught by hand in Nuremberg
7oo. The bird had killed a duckin a
pond in the middle of the winter
ond ifs plumage had frezen solid
while it had eaten the duck under
a bush, Soon after Albert acquired
the gos, it developed some frost
bite on cne leg and thinking thal
this was the end of il he bought
the eagle. However, the goshawk
recovered and because he did
not have fhe time fo fly two hawks,
Alpert osked me whether | wos in-
terested in flying fhe goshawk
under his guigance. | was com-
pletely over the moon and every
evening | cycled to Albert's house
on my bicycle and flew the
goshawk 10 the fist and fa the ure.
She came along wel, but the first
actual hawking attempts showed
that she entirely disregarded rat-
bifs. It seemed that she did not
know rabbits of all. but showed
great inferest in birds. However,
rabbits were the muain quorry avaik

concentrated on the single bird in
the bush. | ran to the cover and
flushed the crow. but the fiercel
missed with his staop.

The crow used this oppertunily by
leaving the bush and fried to es
cape this fricky situation by climo-
ing as fast as he could, However,
fhe fiercel showed no infenfion of
Igtting his quamy go and climbed
after the crow in hot pursuit. Both
birds went higher and higher. The
crow climbed fast, but the tiercel
purmped his wings hord affer il, ob-
viously inspired by his first contact
to his quarry. Both birds must have
been several hundred fest high
when the fiercel caught up with
the crow. He put in o stoop and
the crow dived bock down lo-
wards the frees where the flight
had started off with the fiercel of its
tail. However, | shouted os loud as
| could and waved my omms fo pre-
vent the crow from putting in
agoain. The tick worked out well, as
the crow was forced o thiow up
and the liercel came in from be-
hind and bound to it in the air
‘What a flightl Needless fo say that
the fiercel wos rewarded with o
good crop that day.

able at the fime and | was deter-
mined 1o calch soms with her. |
got myself some dead rabbiis,
opened the skin of one of them to
expose the meat and gave her o
good crop on if. Some days foter |
put her inta o ree ond pulled on-
other dead robbit on a piece of
sting. Sure enough, she come
down and bound to it, which re-
sulled in another full crop. | ra-
peated this pracedurs for a few
more  days until Albert had
aranged for ¢ fieldmeet. It was a
celd snowy day and our group of
falconers walked thiough some
wasteland in a line. Suddenly a
rabbit bolled in front of me and the
goshawk was off the fist. She
chased it as it went in a circle ona
she bound to it when the rabbit
was just about forun past me. | was
&ever so happy about this success.
There is a tradition in Germany
whereby a bird gets ifs name onifs
first kill, From fhis dayy, my goshawk
was called Medusa

In Germarny, there are o few fal-
coners who fiy their goshawks at
pheasants and ducks, but the
main quamy for shortwingers is the
rabbit. Due fo the decrease of the:
wild game population in the 70s
and 80s, craws became increas-
ingly inferesting as guary. There

are some specidlists who fly
goshawks exclusively at crows and
rooks. Big doily bags can be
ochieved ond the more crows are
caught, the happier the landown-
ers. A fiiend of mine caught more
than 1,500 crows with one male
goshawk, When Tlying af corvids,
male gosses are Lsualy first choice.
The falconers drive by car with the
hawk on the fist until they come
«across a decent chance. The aver-
age fiying disiance s approxi-
mately 30-40 yards. However, there
are some people who put quality
over quantity and prefer long. fesi-
ing slips for their goshawks. They re-
ward their howks wel when
successful and fry fo Increase the
level of difficulty from time to fime
and thus push the limit. This can re-
sult in wery spectacular flights wilh
The goshawks cttacking the crows
over 100+ yards and putling in sev-
eral stoops of their quamy,

Crow hawking became increas-
ingly popular in Germany in the laist
twenty years, The majority of fak
coners who choose corvids os their
quarry fiy peregrine falcons. There
are not many arecs in Germany
where the cauniry Is apen enough
for classic ringing fights, as crows
usually manage to reach some sort
of cover before the folcon is able

to putin enough stoops. Therefore
mosl falconers fiy their falcors ot
biggish flocks of crows and allow
the hawk to chose the corvids info
cover, preferably info few or single
frees, Once the crows are in the
trees, the falcon waits on above
and stoops when the falconer ap-
proaches 1o flush, The moere crows
in the frees. the easier they are to
flush. Few or single crows can be
quite sticky onc may not leave fhe
cover al al, regardiess of the var-
ous actions the falconer may iake.
Usualy the falcon has fo stoop sev-
eral fimes before she is oble to bind
to @ crow or knock one down,
Crows can be fough cusiomers on
the ground and therefore most
German crow hawkers fiy medium
sized fo large peregrine falcons,
However, there are a handful of
people who prefers fiercels, os they
ore more stylish and the stoops
look faster and more elegant. Also,
fiercels seem to be able to stoop
more precisely. Due fo their physi-
cal disadvantags, the majority of
successful tiercels flown ot crows
bind 1o their quarty by the heod
and thus prevent the crow from
pecking of faoling them.

fler having flown Medusa
for a few seasons, | sow a
peregrine being flown at
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fler reading about the
benefits  of  waking
goshawks  through  the

Briish  Falconers Club  (BFC)
newsletter, I'd heard about a par-
ent-rearad, waked goshawk af fhe
fast BFC Intemnational Fielomeet at
Woodhall Spa that was so steady
on fhe weathering ground. onlook-
ers swore it must have been anim
print. The interest was sparked to
see what ol the fuss was obout,

Chris Fearsen had read a transia-
fion by Demy Argue from ‘olde’
English to plain text taken from
Bert's Traatise of Hawks and Howk-
ing regarding the ‘waking of
hawks', This entailed o traditional
method of toking up o wild-
trapped eyass, passage of hog-
gard and keeping fhe hawk

awike for 48 hours, day and night,
with as much expasure to the out-
sde world a5 possible fo creale o
steady. aimast bomb-proof hawk

Lofer, Ross went home to Cork to
collect his brother Adam, freshen
up o bit and retum laler in the
evening while | took ever the man-
ning duties.

At the time, | wos feeding o few
bullocks In the field oppasite the
house just betare daork, ¢ greot op-
portunity to lel the hawks see a bit
of livestock, The cattie were sfecay
enough and thie hawks foakit allin.
Perhaps the twilight heiped soften
the experience but by this fime
they were getfing so steady it was
incredible.

Thal right. | hit my bed at 12 mid
night. | woke by the alorm of 4am.
The lads had retired into o stoble,
so | made strang cups of tea and
coffee and joined them. Frank's
hawk had been on one leg roused
ond Ross's was faling asieep, cios-
ing first the: membrane and fighting
fo keep the lid open,

it waos their turn to gef some rest but
Adom had guzzied a botfle of red
wine in the evering ond was snor-
ing with the pigs. Frank refired fa
bed and | took over. Ross was shat-
tered of 5.30am when Adam ap-
peared. It was coming light by this
time so we went for a good walk
with the twa hawks,

‘We met a harse and foal at our firs!
siop - ho problems, no beting.
Ross's nawk bated af a blackoird
aut of the hedige thot shof aerass
the lane in front of us. We walked
s far as the River Blackwater of Vi
lierstown and sheltered by the dvar
when we gol caught in a good
roinstarm, The male was the mast
unsettled of the two on the way
out. On the way back home we
met cors with lights on, d jogger in
her fugrascent fop, o large lomy
and a motorcyclist, all passing of
o narow country read. The male
bated twice and the female
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in @ shert period of time, In short this
was the hawk on the weathering
ground ot Wooaholl $pa.

We had bred three goshawks this
season - fwo males ond a female.
All ihree were being parent-reared
in seclusion In preparation for their
new owners, rish Howking Club
member Ross Ricken had o male
on arder, bis first howk, Frank Duffy
from Sunderand, UK had his name
on the female and the second
male was being shipped to Fronce
fo Emmanuel de Hafleaux.

After some considerafion and de-
liberation at the Festival of Falconry
in Reading with Frank It was
agreed Ihat frank wauld come 1o
ireland stay for a week's holiday. In
this fime, his goshawk would be
taken from the pen and from that
moment the waking process would
begin. A shift rota weuld be imple-
mented to en-
ableustogeta
bit of rest when
tiredness set in.
Al this stage we
thought two of
us doing the
manning would
be sufficient
How wrong we
werel

we had de-
cided to pul

never.

The manning confinued through-
eut the second day with mine and
Adarm’s shifts being taken over by
Frank and Ross.

| packed my wite off fo werk with o
cuppa and some lignt treakfast
asking her ta call off at our butch-
ers on the way home for fresh meat
dinner o keeps the lads owake!

Myself and Adam got some well
esamed rest, While we were away.
Frank's hawk fed off the fist a
whole chicken neck, Ross's hawk
was feeling most tired now - he
was closing the memirone on the
eye and then Ihe lid would start fo
come down. At this point. the
heawk was rocked steadly an the
glove back and forth o wake him
up. We were winning the batfle.

Wwe hod planned fo toke fhe
hawks eut walking on the second
day but the weother tumed bad
with torentiol rain so we were con-
fined to a stable in the yard. We
brought a couple of dogs into fhe
room fo add a bit of inferest to the
equation. The hawks were unsure.
at first but soon gecepted the situ
ation.

Ross's hawk fed off the fist af 30
hours fram being taken from the
pen, taking a full chicken neck
locked on by four people and wo
dogs. The hawk weighed 11b 6 and
3401,

We were joined by Ryan Povey,
who helped with some manning
and moking cups of feo for the
ladss. He stayed ovemight with us as
fhere was na school the following
day. After @ good steak dinner
taken in shifts, myself and Adom
tack our rest peried while Fronk
and Ross camied on with help from
Ryan. In the early hours of the

Waking the Goshawks

Keith Barker, Co Waterford

the hawks on the Thursday mom-
ing. We had quile o gathering
here; myself, Frank, Ross, who was
callecting his hawk and young
Ryan who is on school holidays and
shares a keen interesf in falconry
although has not got o bird yet

The first hawk o be pulled from the:
pen was Frank's famale goshawk
Biidie (he had decided on fhe
name as she was hatched and
reared in the Bride Valley of Co
Waterford), a daughter of Frank’s
old female Goosey who was an s
ficient hunting partner  before
being put Info our breeding pro-
gramme.

Fronk had the henour of pullng her
from the chamber. She was imme-
digtely hooded and placed info a
comtortable casting jocket whilst
the furniture was fitted: anklefs
Jesses ond swivel had been pre-
pared olong with fail bell and
telemetry tail maunt,

When this work hod been done the:
curtains were closed In the living
room and the hawk was un-
hooded on the fistin the darkened
room. Her woking had begun of
10am en the dat.

Atfirst the hawk was a little nervous
of her new suoundings with faur
strongers looking on. She bated
few limes and wos given a helping
haind to regoin herself back on the

moming. the rain stopped. There
was no stiring Adam from his bed
50 Ross ended up doing a double
shift with his hewk. We decided to
set off for o long walk.

We donned hiviz vests and Petil
headlomps and walked lhe lones
unfil daylight arived. The howks
were dropping off 16 sleep by fi
time as we walked thern on the fist,
all the while rocking the glove to
keep them awake.

we made our way back fo the
house and owoke Adam and
Frank to foke over the last shift of
waking. At round 10.30 on 1he Sat-
urdary maming the howks were put
down in the garden on bow
perches and offered a clean bath
of water. The sight was incredibie:
both hawks aseep in the daylight,
as four chops could wak around
them s close as you like without
stir from the pair.

he foundations had been set
T'ur the training of both the

awks. The pair feok difierent
rautesin their training regime: Framk
00k his hawk bock ta the UK d few
days later and continued with the
manning and recoling well into
late august before entering and
huning throughout he seasan.

Ross on the other hand took his
hawk into the training field almost
immediotely. He was flying free in
no time and kiling every day unfil
an untimely injury In early Novem-
bar saw the end to his first season,
wilh & impressive bag of over 110
head of mixed quomy taken in this
shorl space of fime.

An enjoyable experience for all
who look part in fhe waking of the:
gashawks at Cappoguin, Co Wa-
terford in the summer of 2007,

The author before and ofter o night waking goshawks. Cans of Red Bulljust out of shotl Ed

glove. She had not been fed the
day belore, unlike her brother who
was due fo come out of his cham-
ber alittle Iater in the day.

Bridie soon settled to a level where
one of the curtcins could be crawn
back fo: fel more light into: fhes

room, This unsettied her for a fimer

thenihe second pair wefe opened
until she wos steady enough 1o
wenture ouf inte fhe garden,

we are faking
fore Frank was sat on @ chair in the

frant gardan with his hawk an tha enkiels, (ol bell crng
fist, We were amazed how In Suchie AIoUE .

a short space of fime fhe hawl
had seffled: we five in a ol locd
tion, on @ country tane wifh lig
Iraffic passing once in a whikes, 4

odd farm vehicle ond perhaps

there-and-then he deciced his
would be waked loo.

Ross got on the telephione fo his
orother Adam whao was had carry-
ing on a building site and sum-
moned to the waking camp. His
bosswasoff.to the Galway races
Ihesliowing doy and had. given
Adam a couple didaygrast—or so
he: thought! ma

And 58 caught hJ‘ k number

Sbout an hour besstwe-keai. lHe pen fo be hoodac

ond fifted with the ufllure: again

lifted back up for a while before
being spocked again. Ress was
shown how fo caretully handie him
back up again, the safety leash
fastened ta the glove so the hawk
could not bale free. Ross had o
crash course in handiing the wild
one e houror ne sett
fied enouah 16 ope: e
of ‘one pair of drap:
fight into fhe room.

ot Qi

Abolt anafher hour pas
1hie raom wos iluminote
ural light withaut fhe h

10 excess. He was now

Frank siil in the garden

well-eamed sit down,




