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How you can use this image

This image is available to be shared and re-used under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives licence (CC BY-NC-ND).

You can reproduce this image for non-commercial purposes and you are not able to change or modify it in any way.

Wherever you reproduce the image you must attribute the original creators (acknowledge the original artist(s) and the person/organisation that took the photograph of the work) and any
other rights holders.

Review our guidance pages which explain how you can reuse images, how to credit an image and how to find more images in the public domain or with a Creative Commons licence
available.
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Add or edit a note on this artwork that only you can see. You can find notes again by going to the ‘Notes’ section of your account.

Hawking | Art UK https://artuk.org/discover/artworks/hawking-164037

2 of 4 25/10/2024, 09:59



Save

Discard changes
Edit

This picture was painted by the wife of Sir Lawrence Alma-Tadema, an artist famous for his anecdotal re-creations of ancient Rome, in the majority of which passive, female characters
are offered up to the male gaze. Here his wife has taken a more or less trivial scene from mediaeval history as her subject, but in it she has created a dynamic role for the female
protagonist. A woman has gone hunting with her pageboy and wolfhound; her hawk perched on her upraised, gloved hand. The lady is actually doing the hunting, not just watching men
do it. The artist has used an upright canvas and cleverly telescoped the picture space in order to increase the tension. The hunter, like some mediaeval Diana, watches the intended prey,
two herons, one of which takes the alarm and spreads its wings ready for flight, the other hesitates, probably fatally.

Read more
She stops mid-step, motions to the page holding the dog to stop likewise; the hawk prepares for flight. Another minute and the tension will be relieved, the excitement will start and death
will no doubt ensue for the hesitant heron. The artist has caught the intense, hushed moment quite brilliantly and has painted a frozen instant in time.
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Artist or maker

Laura Theresa Epps Alma-Tadema

1852–1909

View profile

Title

Hawking

Medium

oil on canvas

Measurements

H 102 x W 53 cm (E)

Accession number

473.1941

Acquisition method

gift through the Clough Bequest

Work type

Painting

The Epps Family Victoria and Albert Museum
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