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A Tunisian falconer with his birds, 1920s.

Falconry — the art of hunting with falcons as the lovers of this tradition love to call it—is a
deep-rooted practice in the Cap Bon Peninsula in far north-eastern Tunisia. Falconry is a
valuable tradition in terms of history and heritage.

The training and use of birds of prey to hunt is an ancient tradition that came under the
influence of many civilisations and cultures. Eventually, falconry in Tunisia acquired a
distinctiveness with special characteristics that turned the sport into one of the symbols of the
republic.

Since Tunisian independence, falconry has been celebrated through a number of festivals.
Organised each year at the end of the spring hunting season, the Sparrowhawk Festival in El
Haouaria reflects the attachment of the locals to their heritage.
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